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ADVERTISEMENT. 


As,  ID  the  accompanying  pages,  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal dutractera  is  represented  as  holding  a  political 
appointment,  and  as  allusions,  though  few.  and 
passing,  and  in  themselves  altt^ether  unworthy  of 
notice,  are  made  in  a  particular  strain  of  political 
sentiment,  the  one  in  unison  with  the  other, — it 
seems  necessary  briefly  to  remark,  that  the  first 
volume  was  written  several  years  since,  when  the 
Conservatives  were  in  power,  and  that  the  work 
being  resumed  a  year  or  two  ago  on  the  original 
plan,  the  outline  was  filled  up  accordingly. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

Look  here  npoQ  this  picture. 

He    ihall  with  ipeed  (□  EDgluxl, 

Ua.ply  the  ku  and  eountrie*  dUfereot, 
With  variable  object)  tbMU  eipel 
Thii  lomething  aettled  matter  in  hii  heart, 
Whereon  Iiia  braina  atitl  beatiiig,  puta  him  ihna 
From  &ahioD  ofbimaelf. 

I  ahall  the  eSect  or  llii*  good  Icaaon  keep, 
Ai  wBichnuo  to  mf  heart 

Hamlet. 

The  radiance  of  the  descending  Bun  of  early 
summer  was  penetrating,  with  its  holy  beauty,  the 
library  at  Mornington  Hall,  when  one  of  the  doors 
was  softly  opened,  and  a  young  and  graceful  form 
tenanted  its  sotitude. 
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An  iiutaiil  afterwartlii  the  door  opened  ngiin> 
and  Sir  Hubert  Mornington  entered.  "  TIiw  U 
well,  my  child,"  said  Sir  Hubert,  and  kissing  gently 
the  brow  of  Horatia,  be  drew  licr  on  his  knee.  "  I 
tikought  I  had  been  punctual,  but  I  hIiuuUI  have 
borne  in  mind  that  my  Iloratia  car  defraud  time 
itself)  when  bent  on  showing  obedicncG  to  the 
wishes  of  licr  fiitbcr.  Can  you  guess  for  what  I 
have  suminone^l  you?" 

"  Indeed  I  cannot,"  replied  Horatia  j  "  but  I 
feel  beforehand  tliat  the  commuuication  will  be  a 
pleasant  one." 

"  Pcrliaps  you  are  right,"  said  Sir  Hubert ; 
"  and  yet,  whether  it  should  prove  so  or  not, 
scarcely  re«ta  with  me.  But  I  will  raUc  your 
curiosity  still  lartlier,  ere  I  condescend  to  gratify 
It  1  I  am  going  to  show  you  a  picture." 

"  A  picture  I  O  Met  me  see  it — Where  is  it?" 

Sir  Hubert  smiled,  "  Rise,  my  love,  you  hold 
me  a  prisoner." 

Honitia  withdrew  her  tama  from  her  father's 
neck ;  be  rose— she  followed  him  gently  aa  he 
cnHweil  the  room — he  stooped  to  unlock  a  drawer 
— and  she  kaut  over  hht  ithouhU'r.  He  took  from 
thence  a  am&ll  packet,  carefully  seated.  At  tltat 
loattnt  he  felt  the  breath  of  bis  daughter  on  his 
elieek,  and  turning  suddenly  and  looking  up  at 
her,  lie  said,  "  True  woman  in  your  impatience — I 
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ouglit  lo  punlah  ytm  for  lIiEs :  but  it  mattcn  nut — 
1  un  duposed  to  b«  aingularly  indulgent  Toko 
the  packet — break  the  seal — it  it  my  tMni  to  be 
idle  now." 

He  handed  tbe  littlm  ]inrcel  to  Iloratta,  and 
sealed  lumself  at  the  table.  Homtia  ittvud  at  his 
aide,  and  battened  to  arall  herself  of  the  |>enniuion 
be  bad  given.  A  first  and  a  second  paper  were 
witfa  caatioiu  ttgnntm  unfolded,  and  bud  aside ; 
sod  then  a  tfairxl,  of  more  deiic»l«  hue  and  texture, 
met  tbe  brilliant  eyes  of  Horalia.  Ai  eagerly, 
although  more  caatiously,  was  tliis  remored,  and  die 
besutlfully  carved  ivory  ease  of  a  carefully  guarded 
mioiaturr  appeared. 

"  My  love,  are  yoii  wearied  with  your  eier- 
tioiti  i"*  asked  Sir  Hubert,  hta  secret  anxiety 
obtaining  the  victory  over  bis  anumed  indiffer- 
ence. It  seemed  ft«  if  Home  sudtlen,  aotne  uncon- 
tn^lable  sentiment  had  paased  like  a  Rpell  over  tlic 
Acuities  of  Iloratia.  Sbo  started  at  tbe  voice  of 
her  &tfacr. 

*'  1  had  forgotten  .  .  .  pardon  me  . . ."  and  »Iie 
unfastened  the  delicate  little  daspa  with  trerob- 
Ung  and  hurried  fingers.  A  ray  from  llie  setting 
aim  lighted  op  her  bending  fij^ure  whore  iibe  Mood, 
and  it  passed  on  from  the  countenaoce,  rich  with 
breathing  life,  to  the  portrait  which  lay  open  in 
ber  hand. 
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sores,  while  it  brought  alon^  with  it  new  ones. 
There  n  something  sweet  u)d  taatd  in  ih«  dvsti- 
oies  of  your  mx,  Horatia : — the  Mcrodneas  en- 
balms  th«  aweetnen;  the  heart  and  the  life  Mcm 
id«Dtified  with  you.  But  for  us,— bow  much  of 
life  must  wc  mingle  !n,  when!  the  hi^art  iicitlier 
speakai  nor  is  spoken  to.  I  am  inclined  to  mittc 
and  marvel,  my  darling,  wh^n  I  compare  the  calm 
destiny  which  liwt  waited  on  you  tili  now,  with 
tlat  of  the  Earl  of  Haalingham.  If  ywi  ook  me 
why  it  pleases  me  thus  to  compare  them,  perhaps 
I  scarcely  know — or  ratlier.  perliaps  I  am  not  in- 
clined to  (ell.  However,  let  me  go  on.  Lord 
Kuslingham  lefl  England  for  the  continent  in  your 
diildhood.  He  was  tlien  In  nil  tho  pride  and 
heaaiy  of  lumourable  yontb.  Tlio  line  character 
of  bis  mind  sprang  to  life  in  erery  tone,  and  cm- 
bodied  Itself  in  every  action.  I  should  hare  told 
you,  altlumj^  my  age  pcrhapa  hardly  warruntcd  the 
ehoice,  that  I  had  been  appointed  his  ^iiarrlian, 
on  ilie  death  of  the  Earl  hts  father.  Ilia  own  choice 
made  me  hts  counsellor  and  his  FHend,  He  con- 
lidett  to  me  his  thoui{hts,  hii  opinions,  and  his 
feelingn.  A  scholar,  a  critie,  in  fact,  a  person 
altogether  accomplished, —  I  regarded  him  at  once 
with  the  affection  with  which  we  lo<A  down  on  in- 
g^uoiis  youth,  and  the  admiration  witli  which  we 
look  op  to  cultivated  manhood. 
b3 
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"  I  heard  of  tiia  triumpUs  at  college,  and  I  was 
rvmiiided  by  tlie  very  circumsltiiicc  of  liU  fume  tlmt 
It  •ru  fit  lie  oliould  exchange  them  for  the  triuinplu 
of  tho  world.  It  is  not  possible  that  I  can  explain 
(o  you,  HuratiB,  the  relactance  with  which,  in  my 
cnjuicity  of  jfuardiiin,  I  iuued  the  mnndato  that 
mm  to  launch  Lord  Haslingham  on  tlie  thoiiMiid 
vicimitudes  of  life.  I  (ored  htm  »»  my  own  son,  for 
1  had  no  sod  ;  nay,  more — I  loved  him  even  as  1 
then  loved  my  daughter.  And  this  nature,  so  nobks 
■o  affectionate,  so  confiding — I  wai  about  to  bid 
it  tear  itself  nway  from  the  circle  of  the  houiiehold 
virtues,  and  accommodate  Itself  to  the  bctitious  vir^ 
turn  of  the  world  1 ...  He  came  to  take  leave  of  me. 
Vou  were  then  juit  six  yenrs  old :  you  nhed  tears, 
wbon  you  were  told  it  was  tlie  parting  vitit  of  Lord 
JIuftlingham.     He  kissed  you,  and  departed." 

Sir  Hubert  paused — "  He  left  England  then?" 
wid  Uoratia,  timidly;  for  she  saw  that  her  fiither 
half  expected  her  to  ^Cidc.  There  was  sonictJiii)g 
in  her  tone  which  chimed  in  with  the  aecret  fi-elings 
of  ^ir  Hubert:  he  smiled,  yet  there  waited  on  the 
smile  an  iiivolimtury  »igh ;  and  he  went  on : — 

"  Lord  Ha«litigham  travelled  through  France, 
god  learned  wit  from  her  courtiers ;  he  visited 
Spun,  and  gathered  romance  in  her  castles  and 
an  Iter  Siarnu ;  he  stu<lit-i)  nature  amidst  the 
^pountaint  of  Switzerland,  and  inhaled  her  lovcli- 
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tMB  io  Gr«oce.  AriMocnttic  even  to  tlte  ItMrt,  ftll 
U*  BSWetiofu  were  courtly  oties ;  and  ht  loved  to 
dive  mtn  the  old  legeoda  Uiat  bvlon^d  to  m  pMt, 
to  which  Ue  locJ(»l  l»ck  lliroiigh  a  couiitlcm  uif 
ctatry.  It  wiu  ui  tliU  H[>irit  tiiAt  he  turned  to  atudjr 
iba  butory  of  tlie  feudal  tiroes  in  Oennany,  and 
llw  tia»  of  republics  in  th«  old  en  of  Italy. 

"  AristocnUic,  aa  1  bave  de6oei)  liim  m  be.  !t  was, 
iiotvitbtla»dJn|{,  at  once  lu*  fortune  aiid  tita  pride 
to  collect  around  biro,  as  be  travelled,  Ibe  good- 
will and  the  booia^  uf  ibe  humblest  uf  bU  felluw- 
ereatures.  There  weni  iboM  wbo  utid  that,  loving 
power  and  iu  inducnas  be  made  bioMcIf  beloved,  in 
ord«r  to  obtain  Iwtb  tlie  one  and  the  other.  Certain 
it  ia  that,  baring  obtained  them,  be  sanctified  tliem 
to  lofty  ends;  and,  with  the  ntMult,  I  profetw  mywlf 
wtisfied.  1  have  beard  biia  culled  proud  alto  i  bat 
it  was  a  pride  to  Iw  guested  at,  not  seeti.  There 
vaa,  perhaps  that  in  hU  dicpoiiition,  wbtcb  might 
have  rendered  him  leas  amiJiblv,  had  (he  wurld 
frowned  on  him  as  be  passed ;  but  the  world  smiled, 
and  the  heart  remained  courteous  b»  ever. 

"  He  wrote  to  me  constantly  ;  at  last  be  talked 
of  bis  telurn.  I  went  up  to  London  to  meet  bim; 
I  pressed  bira  to  come  ilowii  to  Moinington  Hall, 
that  1  might  sliuw  bim  bis  Utile  plj}yntute  of  other 
days.  But  he  could  s|)ar«  not  a  moment  from  the 
oocupationv  that  presDed  on  him.  An  i-mboMy  of 
u  4 
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{fflportanc*  had  been  offered  to  his  acceptance.  His 
wag  pndcely  the  mind  timt  iovi'd  to  grapple  witb 
difficulties; — tbe  respoitsibility of  tlie  charge  con- 
slitut«d  its  cliartn,  it  was  accepted,  and  he  afraJn 
left  England. 

*'I  liotrd  from  Lord  Haslingham  less  frequently 
now ;  I  oould  not  expect  that  it  should  be  otherwifle. 
I  perceived  that  gradually  there  became  OMociated 
with  his  spirit  of  hijjh  romance,  a  deeper  knowledge 
of  tlic  world:  I  felt  that  bis  mind  had  been  com- 
pelled to  de»cend  into  tlie  reuiitios  of  life :  the  dust^ 
howerer,  was  shaken  from  it  in  tlie  rebound;  and 
lie  remained  faithful  to  his  own  a.spiraiion,  and  to 
my  hopes.  I  had  occasion  to  admire  him  more, 
but  1  had  no  reason  to  lore  him  less. 

"  1  had  not  heartl  from  him  for  a  long  period,  when 
I  received  a  communication  from  a  person  high  in 
power,  stating  that  Lord  Haslingham,  at  his  own 
request,  was  relieved  (Vom  the  important  duties  of 
his  ]>ost  at  Vienna.  Day  afUT  day  iwsscil,  an<l  I 
heard  nothing  from  Lord  iiaslingham.  The  silence 
lusted  till  he  arrived  at  Florence.  Then  he  wrote 
to  me.  I  had  not  replied  to  his  letter,  when  the 
news  reached  me  of  his  having  been  attacked  by  a 
severe  and  dangerous  illness.  1  should  hare  started 
immediately  for  Italy  on  the  receipt  of  this  tntelli'- 
gence,  but  I  was  aware  tliai  the  Countes-s  his  mo- 
ther, was  at  Florence,  and  I  oould  allow  myself, 
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liMtrefore  lo  conudcr  Hi«  tics  which  bouiul  me  to 
my  booe.  1*1m  Couatc*,  tn  cutoplUiice  with  my 
eamert  eatnades,  and  at  the  request  of  her  too, 
M  long  aa  he  eontiiiiu-<l  ablo  to  inakv  the  ruqiieat, 
•CRt  IDC  cwiataiit  tiding*  of  him.  Ho  Itorcrcil  for 
awhile  oil  the  burden  of  tli«  ^nive:  be  recovered  at 
leogtli,  aod  with  a  trembling  hand  antiounced  to 
tat  hut  convalnccnce.  In  ihut  very  note  he  r^ 
minded  me  of  the  last  letter  he  had  written  to  me, 
ttod  conjured  mo,  if  1  loved  him,  to  rameinbor  tbe 
iojunction  ho   luid    iheii    laiil  upon  inc." 

"And  what  wat  the  injunction?"  inquired  Ho- 
mtia. 

Sir  Hubert  hesitated.  '*  I  have  not  gone  througti 
this  narrative  very  reguhirly,  my  child ;  but  I  will 
repair  the  omia»ion  now.  It  la  my  with  to  read  to 
you  tbe  letter  so  noxiously  referred  to  by  Lord 
Haalingham." 

Hontia  answered  not — her  fitce  was  Imlf  hidden 
on  bcr  arm.  Sir  Hubert  rooe,  and  Horatia 
followed  him  not  now :  even  with  her  eyes  she 
ventured  not  to  do  so.  Tbe  nearcl)  wsu  a  ino- 
tncutary  onr— be  returned  to  bis  chair,  and  aa  he 
ml  down,  Mb  daughter,  who  still  retained  her  neat 
on  the  cusliion,  let  her  head  fall  on  his  knee.  He 
touched  as  if  unconsciously  the  bright  brown  hair, 
but  he  siiffcrwl  it  still  to  cast  itt  veil  over  bcr  brow. 
Ue  then  read  aloud  tlic  followbg  letter : — 
B  6 
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"  Pardon  mc  my  silence — my  a{>[Ktreiit  forgetful- 
oess  of  on«  wbosv  frietid»]iip  b  at  onoe  my  conaola- 
lion  and  my  pridv;  pardon  me  those  inconBistencies 
of  wbiclt  1  feel  you  must  accuse  me.  I  liave  re- 
leased my«eir  from  tiie  faUc  Eplrodour  of  a  situation 
wliose  thtaldom  seemed  to  cramp  tlic  cnergleH  of 
tliG  soul :  once  iigain  am  I  free  to  resolve  aiid  to 
move — 1  act  once  again  alone. 

"I  oould  not  write  to  you  at  the  time;  there 
were  reasons  why  1  eoutd  not:  I  can  explain 
notlting  to  you  even  now.  But  tliere  is  a  subject 
of  panmouut  importance,  on  wbich  I  must  write. 
Listen  to  me,  I  beseech  you. 

"  When  I  was  last  in  Kngland  you  pressed  me  to 
go  down  with  you  to  Gloucestershire.  It  wnut  impos- 
sible that  I  oould  go,  but  yet  1  longed  to  behold 
again  tlie  countenance  of  your  child.  You  told  me 
that  time  had  touched  her  featureo  graciously  ;  and 
memory  whispered  to  me,  that  he  had  but  kept  the 
promise  he  had  given  to  bcr  In  childhood.  Often 
and  often  after  my  departure,  did  I  please  myself 
in  imagining  the  character  of  tlie  beauty  that 
waited  on  her  youtli.  Cares,  and  worse  titan  carea, 
took  possesion  of  me ;  bat  J  continued  to  think  of 
your  Horatio. 

"  I  am  at  rest  once  more ;  and  that  beautiful 
iotage  rises  before  me  in  my  dreams.  I  propose 
leaving  ItiJy  for  England — m«y  I  ndd  for  Mom- 
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mf[tao  f  I  hare  oonpticd  witli  dw  witb  ym  one* 
expreMed:  I  nt,  while  u  Vimm,  (or  iii)r  picture 
It  will  be  Tonrarded  to  you  sloog  with  my  hHter. 
Sb«  cmnaot  rmcBbor  m*  m  I  do  ber.  1  do  not 
villi  to  raae  before  bcr  ■  atnagcr  i  ibow  brr  ny 
pietsrv  :  perkapfs  iLc  rrcolU-clJoai  of  in&ncy  nuy 
Hut  into  frvali  life  nboii  ilic  looks  at  it,  aixl  kite 
nifty  be  remiuded  of  the  original,  whom  tb«n  u 
lead  the  did  not  hetitate  to  low.  I  renuire  scarcely 
H  apeak  to  you  of  my  hn|>« — it  is  for  you  to 
gOBM  U  it — it  t»  for  you  lo  loiDction  it.  I  do  uot 
IHiaiiilii.  aeparaled  as  1  am  frota  yoo,  by  milea  of 
nrth  and  »ea,  to  plead  my  cause  more  explicitly. 
But  far  my  recollections,  thou  recoUectionB  of  her 
brauUful  eltildhooit,  which  I  have  lon^  loYed  to  trcn- 
mre  in  coy  heart,  tliey  at  team  shall  rem^  with  me, 
to  MU>ctify  tlie  solitude  into  which  lhiit|^  eonnecteil 
with  this  world  and  its  trcaaoa^  have  driven  me. 

-  I  tnvel  (rotn  thin  place  to  Paris,  whence  I  iJiall 
write  to  ycru  egniii. 

1  am, 

Ever  your*  moat  faithfully, 
HA«LtNOH;IH.'' 


Homtia  raised  her  bead  aa  bfrr  fatlier  nwirf- 
frofn  the  half  closed  eyelids  there  fdl  &  fr*a* 
lojta.     Sir  Hubert  fell  tliat  the  ttsn  W  na^^ 
*-  ■*-  with  grief,  for  ibc  uiille  by  mutHl  4^ ZIj^ 
B  6 
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mid  U  WBS  a  confiding  and  a  bappy  one.  Suddenly 
she  sprang  from  her  scat,  and  threw  licr  arms 
around  her  fiithcr. 

"  1  ask  you  not  to  speak,  my  best  love ;  I  under- 
stand your  ftilence." 

There  was  another  pause — tt  last,  in  a  low  and 
Home  what  agitated  tone,  Horutia  said ;  "But  he 
wrote  again  after  his  illness?  Wliat  I  And  during 
that  terrible  illncK*  lind  he  found  no  leitiire  to  forget 
the  letter  he  liad  written  to  you  previously  ?" 

"  Wc  will  not  talk  of  that  just  now,"  said  Sir 
Hubert  playfully ;  "  I  observe  that  for  the  fidelity 
a  recompencc  awaits  him.  I  stand,"  be  added  in  a 
graver  tone,  "  surrounded  by  a  host  of  recollections, 
hopes,  and  fcws.  Vou  know  how  inexpressibly 
dear  you  arc  to  mc ;  and  yet  some  of  my  ph-ftMnu-st 
AMOoiations  prompt  me  to  believe  that  to  Lortl  Ila&- 
lingluuD  1  might  unshrinkingly  confide  the  cliargv 
of  your  Itnppiness,  of  your  peace.  Do  you  ask  me, 
then,  what  are  those  fears  of  which  I  spoke  ?  With 
all  A  father's  truth  I  will  answer  you,  lloratia.  I 
feol  tliat  Lord  Haslingham  is  altered  from  what  he 
vran ;  and  llie  cause  of  the  change  remains  a  my»* 
tery  with  me.  1  know  that  he  ia  altered :  the 
Countess  speaks  of  him  in  her  letter  uembllngiy 
and  fearfully.  She  tells  me  that  he  has  risen  from 
tlic  bed  of  siekne^s,  tlic  mind  unnerved — the  frame 
shaken — tliat   slic  scarcely  recognizes  either   the 
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lona  or  tiie  itpirit  of  ber  son.  Sbe  speaks  to  me  of 
Lis  meilitated  dcparliire,  and  sbe  Urlln  mo  that  ehe 
sliould  grieve  over  it,  but  tlmt  sbe  liopet  oil  frooi 
hb  reverence  nod  afTecttun  for  aH>;  and  tbal  sbe 
vcntnrea  tbe  more  fcrvendy  to  hope  iJtia,  because 
slie  is  conscious  tbat  not  tlio  sbadow  of  a  slain  lie* 
oo  the  integrity  of  bis  konour  :  tlint  lit*  priiiclpin 
remain  pure,  as  when  be  parted  from  tbe  guardian 
of  his  youtb,  tbe  lesaons  of  tbat  guardian  yet  fresh 
upon  hia  eoaU" 

"  Uh !  what  ia  tbere  then  to  feari"*  said  Horatia 
^the  romance  of  tbe  heart  sendbg  all  in  eloquence 
Into  the  eye. 

"  It  it  preciMly  beauwi  I  know  not  what  tbere 
nay  be  to  fear,"  replied  Sir  Hubert,  "  tliat  1  hei[< 
tate  to  listen  only  to  my  bope.  1  have  proved 
bitbful  to  ibe  uust  horA  Hiulingbiun  gave  me, 
when  be  begged  me  to  prepare  you  for  bis  arrival. 
But  I  lie  also  under  an  obligalian  which  it  beoodMS 
no  not  to  compare  with  tbe  former  one — an  obli- 
gmlloti  infinitely  awful — that  wbich  bcsvcii  laid  om 
under,  when  it  made  me  your  father.  I  am  bound 
by  all  tbat  is  most  sacred  to  my  soul,  and  dear  to 
my  heart,  to  guide  you,  my  precious  child,  throagh 
tbe  trials  of  yonr  youth,  and  to  shield  tbat  pure 
sptril  at  onoe  from  sin  and  sorrow.  Can  I  act  up 
to  this  obligntion,  if  I  voluntarily  close  my  cy«  on 
that  which  may  embitter  your  eartlily  destiny  for 
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ever?  Perceiviitg,as  I  do,  tlic  Hbadows  in  tltc  distancf, 
can  1  suflfer  you  to  pasnon  unwarned,  ere  I  have  cnl- 
ciiljiti.>d  tlicir  form — iheir  beariii)^ — or  their  power  ?*" 

"  My  fitUier — my  (icar  IjiUior  !"  Horatia  be^n, 
vkI  she  burst  into  tears. 

*'  I  noultl  not  hare  you  weep  cither,"  said  Sir 
Hubert,  and  be  kissed  her  fondly.  "  My  wish  in 
to  aave  you  from  tears.  On  my  guard  myself,  I 
detirc  only  to  place  you  on  your  f^iard  niiio.  I 
remember  Lord  I laslingliani  niili  aiTection  and 
with  [trtde ;  Uiercfore  have  1  scrupled  not  to  tell 
yott  wluit  his  intentions,  or  latber,  what  his  wishes 
src.  I  revert  again  to  tlic  communication  of  the 
Countess,  and  I  urn  willln[f  to  express  my  oonvic- 
tiou,  ittat  bad  he  suffered  bis  honour  to  liave  been 
tamisbed,  or  bis  heart  corrupted,  by  the  vices  of 
the  world,  lie  wouhl  not  have  dared  to  sue  for  my 
Influence  witli  my  daughter.  1  have  also  been 
induced  to  make  to  you  tbis  confidence,  because  1 
wished  to  read  that  iiif^cnuous  heart— before  it 
sliould  be  read  by  Lord  Ilaslingliam.  1  wished  to 
teach  it  wisdom,  era  be  sliuuld  teach  it  love.  There 
are  those  who  remember  him  in  his  youth,  who, 
when  they  learn  ibat  he  is  expecle<l  here,  will 
speak  of  him  aa  tiiey  remember  bim  then ;  there 
are  those  also,  peibaps."— and  Sir  Hubert  hesitated 
— •■  who,  luiving  heard  in  what  light  lie  is  regarded 
by  Oic  world,  may  speak  somewhat  Imrshly  of  the 
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tnits  that  chancterizc  liim  now.  I  wisli  you  to 
•cc  MfD  witbonl  vitfarr  prepoMcwlon  or  prejuilice; 
or,  If  it  tbodld  be  your  late  to  feci  for  liim  Uie 
former,  to  remember  at  onco  the  livljilesaness  of 
ymt  Sfx,  tlic  inexpericDce  of  your  a|r«,  and  to  look  j 
up  for  counsel  and  protection  to  your  fattier." 

Horatia  dubed  asidu  her  te«T«.  "  Oli !  Iiow, 
my  dear  pnpa,  could  yoti  doubt  for  a  momntt  tliat 
I  ilMaM  forget  to  refer  all  my  feclin)^  to  yon  ? 
Do  yoQ  think  tiial,  if  I  were  iuppyi  you  would  not 
find  out  myhappiDcn  by  my  smilra?  And  if  I  were 
unhappy — nb  !  how  could  I  h-nro  to  hide  my  teiira?" 

"  AihI  yet  you  hare  Iiidden  tliem  now,  Horolia." 

"  No,  indeed  I  have  not,  my  dear  papa.  They 
are  past — they  nr«  gone.  1  feel  that  I  ought  not 
to  shed  tliem — that  1  have  no  reason,  at  least,  to 
abed  Oiem  now — <li<l  you  not  tell  me  so  yourself? 
I  wouM  bope — may  I  not  hope? — that  I  shall  even 
have  flo  fatiire  occsrion  for  my  tear*.  I  could  not 
fied  w  bappy  at  lhi«i  moment,  if  there  were  grief  in 
•tore  for  me.  I  have  alwaytt  believed  implicitly 
every  pTomise  given  me  by  my  fe«liiig«." 

"  Would  to  heaven,  my  own  Horatia,  that  the 
promises  they  give  you  may  be  always  thus  sweet. 
Would  to  heaven  tliai,  being  •.iich,  tbcy  might 
always  be  fulfilled  !  Yet,  ala« !  why  fdiould  t  ex- 
pect that  you  should  walk  charmed  tlirough  the 
world  ?" 
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"  But  if,"  whispered  Horatia,  softly,  "  there 
should  bo  a  spell  whtcli  would  make  the  worhl 
8cvm  beuutiful  to  mo,  might  not  I  be  permitted  to 
dierish  the  deluaioD?" 

*'  That  would  depend,  perhaps,  on  ita  associa- 
tions," mid  Sir  Hubert,  refloctingly. 

Uomtia  heaitutcd — "Yes,"  she  added,  in  a 
tone  as  gentle  u  tlie  former  one,  "it  would 
depend  as  to  whether  it  were  s  spelt  to  which 
it  becsune  mo  to  submit.  Does  my  futhor 
think  I  would  be  brought  in  bondage  to  uny 
other?" 

"  I  hope  notf"  saicl  Sir  Hubert,  with  a  smile. 
"  Horutia,  after  all,  we  must  liave  Lord  Hasting- 
ham  nt  Morningloii,  must  we  not  ?  The  airs  of 
Kngland  will  brin^  biiek  the  colour  to  his  cheek; 
and  other  things  in  li^ngland  will  reiiavnto  his 
heart.  I  believe — 1  trust  devoutly  that  this  may 
be  done.  Will  (lint  Mlisfy  you,  Horatia?  It  seems 
to  me, — and  the  solution  is  the  only  one  tliat  I  am 
in  tlie  mood  to  select  at  present, — that  he  is  wasted 
and  fatigued  with  the  tumults  of  tlie  world.  He 
hns  seen  too  much  of  the  mncbiiiery  of  action  :  he 
liiw  been  (iceeivwl,  pcrlutps,  where  he  trunted  all  to 
the  fidelity  of  a  friend;  or  suppUiited,  where  lie 
apprehended  nothing  ftom  the  talents  of  an  enemy. 
I  can  Jiancy  naoy  things  tliat  would  gall  a  mind 
like  Lord  liBslingbam's." 
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"  And  would  il  not  be  HcligfalTu],"  wid  Iloratiii, 
"  to  speak  peace  to  such  a  miDd '(" 

•'  Ynt,  if  my  couiwcb  were  but   remembered, 
while  die  peace  wu  tpoken,"  mid  Sir  Hubert,  witkj 
t  smile. 

HomtiB  blushed,  and  bid  her  head  on  her  &ilier'i 
■faooldcr — "  \erer,  never  for  oil  instant  shall  thoMi 
ooooRel*  be  furji^ten — tlicy  cannot  be  forgotten. 
Liring  in  your  pretence — InMtinjf  every  thing  to 
your  kindnew— startled  if  the  oligbtett  ihade 
gathers  on  your  brow— once  again  let  me  aak  tny 
&ther,  bow  it  is  possible,  tlut,  pnsessing  the  affeo- 
tloDs,  he  can  5ul  to  retain  the  confidence,  of  hts 
child?" 

"  I  will  belierc  every  thing  you  tell  mt,  ray 
very  dear  Horatia.  Those  ingenuoos  eyes  henr' 
witness,  lliai  what  the  lips  uttor  comes  firom  the 
kearL  It  ia  time  we  should  return  to  the  drawing- 
room.  I  fancy  I  have  not  even  leisure  to  put  by  tbo 
minUluri'.     Will  you  take  cliarge  of  it,  HoratiaV*  < 

There  oame  no  reply  from  iloratia.  She  had 
TiKn  (o  leave  the  library,  and  she  stood  wraptJ 
either  in  contemplation  of  tlie  porlniit,  or  in 
thought.  It  might,  pvrhagif,  be  both  :  cert^n  it 
is,  the  picture  bad  not  yet  been  closvd.  Sir 
Hubert  passed  on — she  started  ut  tiie  sound  of  the 
opening  door,  am)  hastily  followed  the  retreating 
footatepa  of  her  fsither. 


"Th« 
But,  (. 


tr. 

ue  i)  gpae  i 

DllVREtlED  MOTIIUL 


"  I  no  len  piees  four  ipteresi  ibaa  my  owa. 

Trust  me,  brother-" 

The  Drotkebs. 

It  is  necessary  to  turn  now  from  the  contempla- 
tion of  youth,  busy  witli  its'  new  interests  of  the 
heart,  to  age,  living  amidst  the  memories  of  the 
past.  Yet  of  Lady  Mornington,  the  motlier  of  Kir 
Hubert,  it  could  scarcely  be  affirmed,  that  she  had 
arrived  at  that  period  of  life  when  the  pleasures  of 
the  present  lose  entirely  Uieir  power  to  charm; 
and  so  lightly  did  even  the  age  she  had  attmned 
rest  on  her,  that,  had  it  not  been  for  the  silver 
record  imprinted  on  lier  brow,  it  might  liave  been 
said  that  Time,  having  forgotten  to  touch  her  as 
he  passed,  had  turned  back,  and  faded  her  beauty 
only  with  his  breatli.     Her  stature  was  lofty,  her 
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eye  dark,  fntt,  penetrating;— there  na  aometMn^ 
in  ita  glance,  ibat  a  casaal  obserrer  did  twt  like  to 
meet ;  arid  het  tone,  devp  and  inelodiotts,  seemeil  to 
startle  from  tlieir  iwcarity  tiiv  »emt»  of  the  souL 
TboM  wlio  loved  her — but  lliey  were  few — called 
Iwr  voice  a  melandioly  one ;  lliose  wlio  fenred  ber 
— end  they  were  many — described  it  u  b  ttem 
ooe.  The  fini  were  aoctutomed  to  we  her  in  licr 
•eCtude,  and  were  aware  of  the  thoug;hts  that 
baonted  it ;  the  latter  seldom  saw  her,  but  when 
she  eichan^ed  her  solilndc  for  the  world,  and  they 
mArked  merely  the  reserre  und  Uie  statclinvss  tluit 
•urrounded  her. 

Lady  Momm|tton,  tlie  deccendant  of  an  ancient 
an<l  hotiDurabte,  although  impoveruihed  family,  had 
been  tnartied  at  sixteen  to  the  father  of  Sir  Hubert: 
bat  at  sixteen  she  had  alretuly  learned  to  lova 
anotberi  and  sbe  bad  yielded  to  her  hte  wttli  the 
reaignation  of  a  disappointment  that  called  itself 
Aeapair.  Her  pride,  however,  even  then  sustained 
ber.  and  she  sufTered  not  the  worlil  to  know  the 
secret  of  Iilt  sncrificc.  In  the  political  importimco 
of  her  husband  the  energies  of  ber  lofty  mind  took 
refuge ;  she  obuine<l  over  liim  a  dominion,  which 
continued  ever  on  the  increnso,  and  consciouK  as  he 
was  of  lier  jwwcr.  he  believed  himself  in  (Miesession 
of  her  love :  it  was  the  only  way  by  which  Ik-  cared 
to  ocoount  for  tlie  voluntary  bondage.     He  Lived  in 
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tliis  tlclusion,  aiid  the  almost  loreil  him  for  indul^nj 
It.  Tliere  it  a  imtural  complacency  tltal  wait«  on 
women,  wli«n  tbcy  bcliold  a  mind  accustomed  to 
neigU  dcoply  tlic  reflponxibilitics  of  public  life^ 
refer  iuolf  and  iu  dvciKions,  to  a  qnartcr  wbere 
tiierecan  be  no  responMbiiUy :  and  tliU  complacency 
was  tbe  portion  of  Lady  Mornington.  Sir  Charles 
Mornington  died,  and  he  left  to  tlie  wife  whom  he 
had  loved,  and  in  whose  abilities  ho  coniided,  tiie 
personal  guardianship  of  h\»  son. 

Sir  Hubert  was  at  the  time  of  his  futlior's  death, 
a  hatidM>mti  lively  hoy  of  eleven  years  ol<i.  Lady 
Mornington  fulfilled  with  fidelity  tbe  duties  of  a 
mother.  She  loved  her  son,  not  passionately — not 
devotedly — but  she  loved  htm. 

A  cliange,  deeply  interesting  to  the  feelings  of 
Lady  Mornington,  awaited  her.  Tbe  lover  whom 
she  bad  been  compelled  to  renounce  at  sixteen, 
returned  from  abroad.  Vaturehad  lavished  on  him 
many  favours — >fortune  few.  Out  in  birth,  he  was 
the  equal  of  Lady  Moniington;  and  notliing  foriher 
was  required  to  Huictloit  tlic  marriage,  in  tlie  judg* 
menl  of  a  person  so  lofty  in  disposition,  so  indepen- 
dent in  action,  and  withal,  so  much  in  love  as  herself. 

Tb«  oAercd  luuid  of  her  lover  was  tliercfore  ac- 
cepted by  Lady  Mornington,  and  for  a  brief  few 
months  she  was  Itiqipy.  Loving  fondly  the  liusband 
■be  had  cliMcn,  living  in  the  light  of  his  smiles. 
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1  pleasing  herself  with  gntityiag  trery  vrUl>, 
even  before  it  va»  oxpremcd — feeling  that  »l>e  io 
turn  «raa  clieri<)hc<l,  and  worsliipped  wtUi  n  regard 
ina<Ic  up  of  gratitude  and  peseion, — wlio  could  Imva] 
be«n  iiappy  if  Ladj-  Kfornington  was  oot  t* 

But  the  brautiful  drcwawasbrolirn :  the  caliuiury 
came  on  her  fearfully  nod  middenly.  Her  bvloved 
De  Grey  had  joined  a  water  parly  full  of  health  and 
joy :  be  was  brought  home  to  her  a  corpse.  She  felt 
all — and  she  aalced  nothing.  ThoM  who  stood  around 
ber  feared  for  her  reason.  Alas  I  she  midemtood 
too  well  what  she  aufTered  1  I'lie  sensations  of  that 
boar  gathered  itreogth  in  their  rapidity,  and  kept 
it  in  their  fixedness;  they  were  Autened  on  her 
mind  for  ever. 

A  month  after  tlie  death  of  Dc  Grey,  Lady 
Mornington  gave  birth  to  his  child :  and  it  was  in 
the  emotions  of  those  moments,  and  tlieii  weakness, 
that  she  first  shed  tears  over  the  past  She  reeo* 
vered  more  rapidly  than  either  her  medical  attend- 
anla  or  her  friends  had  expected.  The  latter  Hug- 
gested  that  she  migbt  find  consolation  in  an  intt^'r^-icw 
with  hn  eldest  son.  He  was  at  this  period  at 
Eton;  and  since  the  occurrence  of  that  catastrophe 
which  bad  blighted  all  her  earthly  liappincsa,  his 
name  had  never  been  mentioned  by  Lady  Mor- 
ntngion.  Sho  assented  mechanically  to  the  sugge»* 
tioo  of  bet  fnends. 
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Sir  Hubert,  full  of  compassion  for  hU  motlicr's 
sorrows,  longed  for  tliis  interview,  even  vhile  he 
feeircd  it.  Ho  wm  struck  to  tlie  soul  when  he 
beheld  her.  Voiceless,  .and  a|i|tareiitly  passionless, 
ftlie  stood  ;  slie  returned  her  son's  embraw ;  but  she 
•eemed  not  to  feel  either  that  which  she  received, 
or  that  which  she  gave. 

It  u-as  requisite  that  Sir  Hubert  should  return 
almost  immediately  to  Kton ;  iui<l  in  the  spirit-stir- 
ring change,  be  recovered  ^m  the  shock  which 
Iiad  unnerved  him  in  hLs  interview  with  his  mother. 
He  had  been  formed  for  the  happy  tranquillity  of 
domestic  life ;  and  had  this  taste  been  fostered  by 
circumstance*,  it  is  possible  that  bis  niitunil  indo- 
lence might  have  rendered  him  averse  to  those 
exertions  which  find  their  field  in  the  world,  and 
from  the  world  reap  their  recomponcc. 

As  it  was,  the  heart  having  been  startled  from 
its  reiting- place,  it  lenrned  to  make,  for  itself, 
interest  in  action.  Lady  Mominglon,  as  time 
psMcd  on,  felt  herself  compelleil  to  admire  and 
esteem  the  talents  and  the  virtues  of  her  compa- 
ratively forgotten  son.  Sir  Hubert  could  not  bat 
be  conscious  tliat  his  young  brother  was  tlic  star  of 
kU  motlicr's  adoration ; — but  yet,  with  all  the  can- 
did sympalliy  of  \ih  nature,  he  loved  his  brother. 
Hia  mother  felt  grateful  for  t)ic  devotetlness  of  his 
filial  rovcrcnce,  imd  yet  more  ^tefut  for  the  gone- 
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nmity  of  bb  fralernBl  love.  Slie  thought  ihv  orrtd 
mncb  to  bim  in  return :  and  when  Sir  Hubert,  yet 
ooder  a^i  solicited  liar  nuictinn  to  his  union  with 
xhe  accomplished  daughter  of  a  noble  liotiM,  thts 
j^raiited  it  unheiiilalingly,  and  breathed  the  prayer 
that,  in  marmge,  hb  lot  might  prmx  happier  than 
here  bad  been. 

But  Um'  fate  of  her  aon  aeeraed  dettincd  to  rrmiiid 
her  of  her  own  :  hia  hcantifal  wife  died  in  giving 
birth  to  her  iiret  child. 

Lady  Moniiagton,  on  the  receipt  of  this  in- 
falligence,  left  her  residence  at  Crofton  Lea,  and 
came  to  eomolc  her  wn.  She  brought  along 
with  her  the  young  Louis  de  Grey.  She 
found  Sir  Hubert  in  need  of  all  her  pity : — tbo 
victim  of  fond  recollection*,  and  of  aniicipatioiM 
nounifully  broken,  he  looked  for  refuge  in  litit  deso- 
lation to  bts  mother.  He  begged  her  not  to  Icftva 
him  to  his  solitude  :  be  entraited  her  to  watch  over ' 
the  childhood  of  his  daughter.  Lady  Momtngton 
gave  the  promiae  be  required ;  ah*  made  the  neces- 
•ary  smtngements  willi  her  steward  at  Croftnn 
Lea,  and  fixed  her  residence  in  the  boute  of  ber  son. 

The  mind  of  Sir  Hubert,  naturally  placid,  re- 
cewred   its  tone;  hi»  mother  urgc<t  hiro  to  wekj 
oeeDpatiun   in  the  jwlitic^  of  bis  country,  and  bsi 
did  ao,  for  awhile.  He  ucquitted  himself  honourably, 
and  liad  he  been  willing  to  continue  the  career  he 
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had  begun,  lie  would  liare  been  hailcfl  by  the 
iaffnges  of  hU  oompecni,  and  might  in  the  rnd  have 
made  himself  tlieir  superior.  But  he  regretted  the 
lo«s  of  his  literary  leisure,  and  ho  learned  at  last  to 
believe  tliat  the  lo«s  was  a  tacrilice.  Wherefore 
iliould  be  make  the  sacrifice  ?  There  were  otlicrs 
who  could  supply  hts  place  in  public  life — others 
wlio  would  be  well  pIcMcd  to  pau  through  its  con- 
tentions to  it«  triumjihg. 

Sir  Hubert  Moniington  was  honoured  in  his 
voluntary  retreat, — not  indeed  by  the  constant 
recolieelion  of  those  whom  lie  lutd  quitted  (for 
BtatCAmen  arc  ubnorbed  by  the  cscitemcnt  of  the 
present),  but  honoured  always  by  their  respect, 
when  thcychuncetl  to  recollect  him  ;  and  admitted 
into  their  confidence,  when  bis  influence  was 
wislicd  for,  and  his  aid  required.  It  was  rumoured 
thr<Higli  the  county,  ibat  occasional  communications 
took  phin-  between  the  Government  and  Sir  Hubcrl 
^the  whisper,  which  formed  its  watchword,  was 
Mii<i  to  be  sometimes  transmitted  to  him  in  hia  re- 
tirement. 

The  political  influence  of  Sir  Ituhert  was  con- 
sequently considerable;  hia  personal  influence  waft 
grcaler  still.  The  world  springs  forward  to  give 
its  lu>niage  to  situation ;  but  it  is  compelled  to  give 
its  deference  to  character.  If  the  homage  be  paid 
more  promptly,  it  yet  partakes  of  tbc  advcntitioua 
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ofits  cause:  but  it  iR  tbequalityofdrfemice 
Atti  constant  to  ita  ultject. 
In  1)»  own  county  Sir  Hubert  was  con&tltulet]  ilii* 
arbiter  of  opinion  and  of  action,  by  iliose  wlio  as- 
pired not  to  decide  nor  to  net  for  theaiMlvn.  He 
was  rerrrcd  ns  n  jvairon,  and  beloved  at  a  benebetor. 
But  tbere  wa*  a  smaller  circlu  to  wbicli  Sir  Hubert 
Y«l  lo  retire;  that  circle  was  lib  Iiome.  Hit 
^oung  brother  X^uig  spHn^^ing  up  to  |{raceful  boy- 
linod — Iiis  daughter  bi-nutiful  in  tiifjuicy — aaserted 
tlieir  claims  bntb  on  his  aifection  and  Iih  time. 
He  dcvoied  to  them  mtieh  of  die  latter,  in  l)ic  bope 
tliat  lie  int;;bt  tlius  render  them  yet  more  wortlty  of 
ibe  lint.  It  would  he  long,  very  long,  ere  be  coald 
reap  the  full  reward  of  his  care,  in  the  accomplisli- 
nent  of  his  <[aut;bter :  in  the  interim  bis  heart 
delighted  itself  with  the  joyousncss  of  her  amiles. 
The  talents  of  bis  brother  already  rejinid  him  for 
tbe  culture  he  bestowed  on  them.  Louis  dc  Orcy — 
ardent,  frank- bearted,  intellectual — prombed  to  be- 
come  an  omnmcnt  to  society. 

It  may  be  imagined  witli  what  deep-soulH  in- 
tcresl  his  mother  looked  on  the  while:  yet  her's 
reiTuiiued  easontially  a  mcUuichuly  mind.  8Iie  f«U 
that  her  gUwA  son,  if  be  owed  any  thing  in  Utfr 
life  to  forinno,  must  owe  it  through  tlie  medium  of 
bis  brother.  Her  jointure  wai  ample ;  but  tlierc 
were  claims  on  her,  that  necessarily  checked  the 
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it  seemed  to  tier  tliut  she  oiiglit  to  c 
tircly  in  the-  oxcelk-iit  diitpoaition  of  her 
He  wuB  at  tlie  (.'iitire  charge  of  the  c( 
De  Gro)'i  and  tbe  education  wus  un  cxpi 
Hud  titc  buy  coiic«ntrnt«d  in  bi«  pcrs 
line's  nobility,  iind  a  ricli  one's  Hfflu«iic« 
scarcely  have  be«n  ushered  more  honou 
one  stag;e  of  life  to  ibe  other,  or  have  bi 
more  loftily  bow  it  became  bim  to  adorn 
Sir  Hubert  remaiaed  silent,  lu  to  his  g< 
tciitions  in  bia  brother's  favour,  it  wa 
wishing  to  do  nil  that  might  prove  posi 
knowing  tliat  he  sliould  do  all  tbat  was  j 
his  desire  neither  to  bind  himself  by  o 
beforehand,  nor  to  sbackle  by  obligutit 
Masarily  early — the  grateful  spirit  of  his  ! 
Lo<ly  Momington  loved  the  blooming 
of  Sir  Hubort:  her  heart  had  been  oc 
tracing  her  progress  tlirongh  childliood. 
De  Grey  doated  on  hi)  little  niece ;  h< 
confidant  of  her  innocent  troubles — of 
wer«    aa   infiooeltt. When   «he    trnt-vr^ 
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the  fortoDea  of  Honda :  for  her  sake  the  exerted 
benejf ;  and  when  it  became  fit  that  Horeda  should 
be  introdoced  to  the  world,  she  quitted  the  reUre- 
ment  of  those  apartmenta  which  she  had  selected 
for  her  peculiar  residence,  and  mingled,  oceanon- 
ally  at  least,  with  the  guests  who  came  to  partake 
of  the  hospitality  of  Sir  Hubert,  and  admire  the 
beauty  of  his  daughter. 

At  this  period  De  Grey  had  been  for  some  time 
absent  from  Momington,  for  Sir  Hubert  had  suc- 
ceeded in  obtaining  for  him  a  political  appointment 
Lady  Momington,  full  of  new  and  undefined  hopes, 
had  seen  him  depart  for  the  metropolis.  He  had 
started  for  the  goat :  might  he  not  be  foremost  in 
the  race  'i  Her  maternal  pride,  and  her  ambition, 
whispered  that  this  was  possible. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

"  "IWte  goad  the  w««  (pokco  wiih — 
Lm  her  cctM  in." 

HtMl-IT. 
MlMVHMCK  NlORT'*  Da 

"  Wlxl  ty  hr  to  youj  diughUrr" 

Alt'*  WtLt  TiiAt  EiiD»  Wi 

Oif  tlie  evening  when  the  conference  bet 
Sir  Hubert  and  bU  daughter  liad  taken  place, 
Morninj^n  bad  retioTted  to  tlie  solitude  of  bei 
Bpurtinviits.  Ttie  long  Ciottiic  windows,  frov 
from  tlieir  recesses,  seemetl  to  admit  tbe  ligbt 
to  absorb  itit^ain;  tbo  osken  [lanels  were  wn 
shadow,  luid  tiic  dlmncw  of  Iwlligbt  slept  o 
mai^ificence  of  tbe  furniture. 
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Homtu  benelf,  however,  was  not  n  gty  aa  osiuU: 
Uie  eye,  iDdeed,  aiioae  brilHanUjr.  but  it*  Mpnwdon 
WW  too  deep  for  cbeerfulness,  and,  perhaps,  too 
restleas  for  joy.  She  seated  herself  silently  on  the 
concfai  at  the  side  of  Liuly  Mombgton,  and  took 
her  band  gently,  and  kiaMd  iL 

"  Tliiii  ailenoe  ta  uoeoismon,  Horalia,"  naid  Lady 
Momlngton. 

"  An  1  silent?  I  did  not  know  that  I  was  so: 
my  heart  was  spcakinj;  to  you  all  the  time.  My 
dear  grandotamma,  how  ia  it  we  did  not  find  yoo  in 
the  drawing-room  'f  I'apa  hurried  nie  buck  from 
the  library,  when  porliape — pcrlwps — I  might  have 
liked  to  have  liabMieil  to  him,  or  to  have  talked  to 
him  longer— iuhI  In  the  drawtng^oon  I  only  found 
Mr.  Dudley,  and  my  coosin.  Ah  !  grandmnmmn, 
was  it  fiiir  to  desert  them?  to  leave  them  to  lIiL-ir 
own  resources  in  that  manner  ?" 

"  Perliap*  not  quite  fair,"  nid  Lady  Moming- 
lon;  *'and  yet  it  weoicd  to  me  tliat  I  was  a  rc- 
■tr«nt  on  thero.  Your  cousin  Charles,  frank  and 
careless  as  he  is,  deemed  it  necetiary  to  pause 
oooasioaBlly  in  the  profesnonal  details  witJi  which 
he  bronred  Mr.  Dudley,  in  deference  to  me.  Had 
I  bees  in  the  mood  to  receive  plea§ure  from  con- 
venation,  I  might  certainly  have  remained  to  attend 
to  Mr.  Dudlo)-'*;  but  I  do  not  know — I  was  not 
very  well — 1  was,  bendes,  somewhat  anxious  about 


I      hestUitinfrty.  Hh 

t"  PerhafM  I  Imtl  no  r<uiMri'^C@^EBy  anxict] 
idy  Mornin^ton.  "  Wiinl  nay  yoti,  my  c 
Bat  Horatia  could  aay  noUiing. 
"  Tliis  poor  liltle  hand  tremhles  sadly,"  co 
idy  Moruingiton.  "Are  not  you  pleas* 
fntini  lliAt  tlio  darkness  whtdi  aurrounds  ua 
me  not  to  critidsv  the  colour  of  your  cheek 
"  You  know  all,''  said  Honitia,  "  and  y 
me  to  be  coiiMious  that  you  do  bo.  Vea,  1 
■t8i>d  you — at  lent  I  think  I  do :  and  now  n 
I  aay  more?" 

"  Are  you  grieve<l  that  I  have  been  oAmlv 
the  confidence  of  your  fattier?" 

**  Grieved  !  Ob  no  I — ouf^Iit  1  iwt  rathe 
plflwed  thai  I  can  talk  to  you  of  these  tfainj 
"  Of  what  things,  Horatia  ?*' 
Horatta  laughed.  **  1  wotdd  rutiier,  dear 
mamma,  that  you  should  criticise  the  bios 
cannot  see,  tlian  the  foolisli  words  you  cm 
to  hear.  I  must  not  talk  to  you,  I  think,  til 
arrwijpid  my  id«M  a  little.     1  cannot  deaoril 


■mS  IHOAOKMBifT. 


81 


proBtMd  rUt ;  he  •hall  be  coy  iiiurprctcr  to  njrtcif, 
and  aftcnmnb  to  jou." 

I^y  ManilRgton  smiled.  **  It  ia  Dot  every 
yoong  Iai))-,  Hontia,  who  would  wtrct  for  her  oon- 
fidantt  in  wi  aSiur  of  such  delicaey,  b  young  man 
of  five-and-tweoty." 

"  And  why  feboold  1  not  make  liim  my  confidant  T 
Hun  I  not  told  hini  every  thing  tlutt  has  u>iermtv<l 
toe  till  nowi*  And  you  would  ooucuel  me — (> 
nirely  you  would  not '/ — to  be  silent,  and  reserved, 
and  colli,  just  when  I  hare  most  to  tell  t" 

**  I  do  not  know,  after  all,  wliy  1  should  sdviite  you 
to  adopt  the  manners  of  the  world.  Vou  nre  t^lill 
atMomington,  happy — beloved — caretised.  I  pray 
God,  my  innocent  diild,  that  the  arllficUl  ntniu- 
ttpbere  of  the  London  world— and  iihortly  ii  mii«t  be 
your  Lot  to  encounter  it — may  never  find  its  way  to 
the  Bimplidty  of  your  heart  !'* 

•'  I  will  promise  you  that  it  shall  not :  I  feel  as 
if  1  could  promise  any  thing  for  my  heart  juat  now. 
How  delightful  ia  this  twilight ! — how  dcliciously 
Meals  the  air  tlirougfa  that  window  I  and  yet,  per- 
bapa)  yon  find  it  cold,  grandmamma  ?  1  did  nut 
obaerve  that  you  had  drawn  your  sltawl  round  you. 
SbaO  I  eloM  the  wiodow '/" 

'*  As  you  pleoae,  my  dear  child." 
Horatiarow,  and  walked  to  the  window.     "  Only 
one  moment" — she  said,   as  her  delicate  cla^d 
C4 


TSoETIonelj',  and  yct"Bappy.  "T  suppose 
me  of  liapplnew,  because  it  b  made  uf 
ness  and  silence.  It  seems  to  me,  tlia 
but  coDBciouBncwi  too,  I  cou]{l  lore  to  lac 


ever 
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Horntia  closed  tlw  window,  tind  'm\ 
she  Bigli«d;  Lady  Morniiigtoti  siglinl  nli 

'■  Cone  ijaidt  to  me,  Horatia."  Hora 
her  side  again.  "  1  talked  of  your  band 
before;    1  am  going  to  complain  of  its 


"  It  will  soon  regain  its  wanntb  in  yoa 
Horatia. 

Lady  Moniington  «ligbtly  started.    " 
you  start,  grandmaniRia?"  fl 

"  Tliere  was  a  strange  sort  of  feeling 
me.  I  was  thinking,  tUat  orer  the  glow 
ful  entliuiiuuun,  there  steals  ever  in  this 
coldness  as  this ;  and  when  you  spoke  of  j 
recovering  from  its  chillnesa  in  mine,  I 
to  think  that  it  is  even  thus  wo  fly  fiw 
out  mental  ■iiiffi'riniyg.    t^  thnup  ta  w]m^ 
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iDoumfnlly.  Tl)pr«  i«  tometliin^  to  the  elasticity  of 
your  roiod  that  fltartleii  me.  Were  it  not  »o  rapid  in 
ita  morempnts,  1  tniglit  liope  to  goide  it ;  but  creiy 
pwt  of  it  spring*  up  to  receive  impremioiM.  The 
rery  qualities  of  yoor  heart  for  nhicli  I  lore  yott, 
iuk«  me  fear  for  you.  V'our  affoction  for  your 
&tber — your  wti)i  to  please  liim— your  amiablv  de- 
wr«  to  moke  all  arountl  you  happy— your  natural 
joyounifsa — miidi  tlmt  you  feel — more  that  you 
UBagin» — HiDetliing  tJuil  yoti  hope :  all  tfaia,  I  rc- 
pemt,  nttliH  me  few  for  you.  Do  we  not  few  for 
Uie  happy  and  the  loved? — Aloa !  I  have  been 
taught  tbtx  fear." 

Lady  Momington  paused.  *<  It  Ea  not  for  my 
sake,"  ftai  Horatia,  carcaain^ly,  "  bat  for  yours, 
dear  grandmamma,  tliat  I  would  entreat  you  to 
leave  tlus  subject ;  besides,  papa  desired  me  to  draw 
your  attention  from  your  notitude  again ;  only  I  lia<l 
Augottwi  to  tell  you  so  till  now.  And  Mr.  Dudley, 
be  bflS  promised  to  read  to  me.  Indeed,  it  is  not 
fair  in  us  to  linger  longer." 

Lady  Momtngton  roK,  and  leaning  on  Uw  am 
of  Horatui,  she  passed  on.  In  a  few  minatea  aftsr- 
warils  (bey  entered  the  drawing-room. 

Sir  fluben  advanced  townrds  h\%  mother,  and 
eoddacted  her  acr^Ms  tlie  room.  Tlie  cousin  of 
Horatia,  with  all  a  cousin's  careleitsness  of  form, 
flOOlinued  to  lounge  over  the  naval  chart  he  Iiad 
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licttcciKtrd  to  n^illiimc  our  liomon." 

Homiia  smiled.     "  O  Mr.  Dutlley 
once  yau  would  »po>l  mc  witli  your  ( 
indeed  I  caiinot  tliaiik  yo4i  for  diem, 
in  my  nature  to  be  un^tefuU" 

"  There  are  those  wlio  will  task  tliis 
the  utmost,  some  day  or  other,"  naiA 
**  But  perbiips  it  la  safer  to  dittcuM  gmi 
ubctract." 

"  I  do  not  know  which  may  be  the  t 
nf  discussion,"  said  Horaiia,  gsilyi  *'  bl 
it  will  be  pleasaiiter  to  discun  nothiug. 
very  well  I  do  not  like  diecumons. 
when    1  have   leisure,   but   that   is  nc 
umasoi  mo  to  look  on  ut  tJiv  di«cu)Mion« 

"  To  lock  oil  at,  not  to  listen  to  tbec 
nppcar?"  nid  Mr.  Hudley. 

*'  Well — is  not  tlint  very  sentcnee  a  ] 
fxiictncw?  My  ■tlenlion  is  an  idle, 
■Itentiou;  tlte  other  sort  of  attentim 
painful ;  ill  least  I  !ioinetimt><i  feel  it  U 
l<jlrvta  thiitk  nf  tuti^iiiitiim^ 


THE  KNUAOeMKKT. 


85 


if  1  could,  bat  it  in  in  vnia — I  sit  down  wlion  ili« 
duae  b  orer,  and  Uicn  il  uveun  to  mv,  1  have 
taken  a  great  deal  uf  trguble  Cot  itotliing." 

"  And  after  awbile  you  an  ready  to  start  aj^n  r 
Is  it  Dot  so?  We  are  wMoo  rewoasbl«  long  tu^ 
K^tJicr  in  tiiia  world.  Obaerru,  I  liar*  ranuiMd  my 
flbaractn*  of  tnrntor.  Wlivn  J  cont  btfbro  yoa  in 
that  gui»e,  you  dare  not  make  yonr  atcape,  loti  it 
riwold  be  said  you  iiliritik  From  ooumcI.'* 

"  Tliey  tell  me,  indeed,"  mid  Hu^ntil^  "  tlial  I 
have conatitutni  you  my  mentor.  Ifit  itiM,  I  bnve 
ao  rcasoa  to  repent  of  wbnt  I  hnve  doae;  you 
eoviMel  nw,  but  you  do  not  cettturo  in«." 

"  Sball  I  toll  yoa  tlaU  yoor  rL-afuining  ia  falla- 
doos?"  said  Mr.  Dudley — "that  you  liavr  no 
grooiid  for  ike  conBdence  you  repose  in  mc." 

'*  How  1  As  long  as  you  are  iRsient,  may  I  not 
tnut  you  f 

"  As  long  as  I  am  lenient; — but  is  it  not  jMHsible 
tbat  tbe  future  tnuy  tempt  me  to  be  leas  so?  Will 
you  tolerate  me  t3ien?  I  know  yoii  will  not.  But 
if  we  are  to  quarrel  with  tJie  future,  tbe  len  we  say 
of  it  tbe  better.  1  profess  myself  perfectly  siitisficd 
witJi  tbe  present." 

"  I  am  to  judge  nothing  a»  to  the  future  tbcn?" 
■aid  Horatin.  "  Abu !  that  would  be  faard.  some- 
timca." 

"  How  can  you  judge  that  of  which  you  know 
c6 


know  them." 

Sir  Hubert,  at  tbta  instant,  joined  b 
iind  Mr.  Dudley.  "  Well,  Horatia,  Imv 
tolling  Mr.  Dudley,  on«e  ■(^liii,  liow  u 
for  Uic  iirni-at  of  Louis?" 
■  No,  indeed.  Wc  liave  not  been 
iwnoos ;  liave  we,  Mr.  Dudley  ?' 

"Tlie  uutb  is.  Sir  Hubert,  Miss  A 
ItDM  been  endeavouring  to  persuade  me 
would  ratlter  receive  m)'  counsel  liian  n 
menta.  And  1,  tn  the  sincerity  of  my  ni 
her,  tliat  perhaps  at  a  future  day,  the  tn 
inclined  to  attend  to  her  counsellor." 

"  You  think,  1  suppose,"  said  Sir  Hub 
ing,  "  tliat  in  the  end  ladies  tire  of  adt 
even  of  tbe  be«i." 

"  I  believe,  certainly,"  snid  Mr.  Uudl 
when  they  require  it  most,  they  relish  it  1 

"  I  shall  always  have  a  resource  in  Le 
claimed  Horatia.  "Only  think  of  his  con 
tilts  week  I  How  many  questions  I  sliu 
itakl     I  tlutU  make  him  repeaLJa-OUL 
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moat  forget,  that  be  is  not  in  tlio  preteoce  of 
tcoaton,  or  he  will  trifle  away  all  Uie  diipiity  of 
eloquence  t  tliej«st  and  the  twtlery  will  l>e  on  thv 
watch  every  tnocDent  to  »tc«l  bMck  to  his  lip ;  and 
how  uiiftitluiiate  tf  we  ■bottld  feel  aur»elve«  oom- 
p«ltvd  to  Inugb,  just  at  the  moment.  Still,  it  waa 
for  thoae  dancing  ^irit«~-tbat  mocking  wit — that 
I  laved  him.  Shall  1  not  b«  halT  itfraid  of  loving 
faim  tMiw.  Indeed — tiidctnl,  my  own  diiir  papi,  I 
cannot  (ancy  Lotiii  other  than  what  I  liarc  aeen 
him;  can  you,  grandmamma?" 

"1  hoped  much  of  him,"  said  Lady  Mornington, 
half  smilingly,  bair»dly. 

"  And  the  hopei  of  some  ladies,  Horada,"  sai<t 
Sir  Hubert,  "  ttand  on  a  firmer  foundation  than 
tlie  iajicies  of  others." 

"Oh!"  eried  Iloratia,  eagerly,  "it  is  not  but 
what  I  could  have  hoped  every  thing  of  Louis  also ; 
only  iIk'h  my  hopes  always  formed  themselves  on 
the  model  of  bJa  character.  If  be  changes  in 
cboTBCter,  1  do  not  exactly  know  wliat  to  do  with 
my  hopes,  just  at  lir»L" 

"  A  predicament  tn  which  people  are  more  ^t 
to  Bod  (heoiselves  at  the  last,"   argued  Dudley. 

"  But  yoii  will  rejoice  in  the  change,  after  all, 
will  you  not?"  said  Lady  Morniugton. 

"  When  I  get  used  to  it  perhape;"  was 
(he  rvply.    "  But  1  believe  I  do  not  quite  explain 
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wtint  I  ntaa.  Do  I,  Mr.  Diulloy?  I>o  I, 
Cliarles?" 

"  I  beg  your  piardoD,  my  d«ar  Horatio,"  siid 
Chirles  Lovcl,  starting  up,  "  but  I  did  not  bear 
what  you  wer^  talkiDg  about." 

"  That  is  so  like  Charles  t "  said  Horada ;  "  but 
be  shall  be  puoished  for  hia  tnattcDtioii ;  be  &liall 
pay  forfeit  for  his  carclesuneis." 

"  [  must  step  forward,"  Mr.  Dudley  n-murked, 
**  not  in  poor  Lord's  dofi-iiec,  but  in  bvhalf  of 
otlicrt,  who  liftve  been  more  on  tbe  alurt  than  be, 
it  would  Heem,  has  been.  We  are  all  aiixiotiA  t<> 
learn  bow  Mtts  Momiiigton  can  ac«)uit  bersvlf  of 
tbe  charge,  of  liking  better  the  wit  tJiat  only  orna- 
ments society,  than  tlie  wisdom  tliat  benefits  i(." 

"  1  Apoke  neither  of  wit  nor  of  wisdom,  I  think," 
aaid  lloratia. 

"  Wo  arc  entitled  to  believe,  that  in  your  own 
tniiid  you  compared  the  on«  with  tJie  other,  for  tlie 
preference  wns  implied  somewhat  operdy." 

"  Pardon  me,  Mr.  Dudley,  I  watt  tliinking  only 
of  Louis  Dc  Grey.  Orandmamma  will  be  my  lul- 
vocftlc  now ;  and  yet,  Kurcly  I  rc<|uire  no  advocate 
but  my  own  recollections.  Ob,  who  that  remem- 
ben  Louis  as  be  was,  could  think  any  change  de- 
sirable f  If  I  dc«eTvc  no  credit  on  tlio  ground  of  my 
wisdom,  1  claim  it  at  leaM  on  that  of  my  constancy." 

"  Shall  I  tell  you  wli«t  you  are  afraid  of,  in  this 
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ctiange,  Honttia?"  mi  f>ir  UubtrL  "  You  Uiink 
that  Louis  will  hare  learned  to  estimate  things  ao- 
conling  to  their  usefuloesa;  an<l  you  bare  a  wrl 
of  undefined  ■pprehcnsion,  tlial  lie  will  not  be 
altogeUirr  u  ngreeoblc  aa  beretofure.  He  ba« 
long  fonned  tUs  otiouilc,  only  my  daughter,  in 
her  carelevDCH^  haa  not  found  it  out ;  site  Iieara  ol' 
it  DOW,  and  ibe  belierat  it.  Take  comfort,  my 
darliog ;  Louia  ia  what  be  always  was ;  an*!  you  wilt 
find  it  to  be  ao.  He  will  leave  the  atrengtb  of  hi* 
eloqiH'nce  where  first  he  learned  to  wield  it ;  it  will 
only  be  its  lightness  that  he  will  bring  with  him 
her«.  It  is  his  manner,  to  cheat  the  world  of  its 
laugh,  and  laugh  afterwards  himself  at  tlie  mockery. 
Hodiery  I  Aye,  is  it  not  so?  The  wurlil  Tliiiik; 
that  it  nndenUnds  him — it  is  he  who  uiiderfitanda 
the  world." 

The  lean  stood  Id  the  dark  eye*  of  Lady  Mot- 
uington,  but  slie  «nid  notliioff. 

"  And  wc  shall  have  him  once  again  amon^t 
m ! "  taid  Horalb.  "  Ab,  and  I  was  thinking, 
only  ludf  an  liour  ago,  how  tediously  time  moves 
M>metimcs.  How  could  1  tliink  ho'  He  will  be 
witli  u«<  I  luul  forgotten  LouIk  waa.ooining  down 
to  Mominglon." 

»  And  wliat,"  asked  Mr.  Dudley,  *'  might  he 
the  cause  that  induced  you  to  reflect  on  the  oeca- 
riooal  tediouMness  of  time?  Have  we  been  all.  or 
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uiiy  of  US,  less  CDtirtcous,  less  n^ecuble,  to-dajr 
tUaii  )'C«tcr<luy?  Hint  tlic  sky  soDt  you  any  mes- 
sage of  its  intention  to  be  stormy  for  a  week? 
Have  the  flowers  entered  into  a  combination  to 
wither  prematurely?  You,  too,  Miss  Momington, 
who  prided  yourself  just  now,  on  your  involuntary 
constancy  I  'Vhc  constant  arc  never  weary.  Tliose 
who  look  for  diiuii^  or  tho«e  wbo  desire  it;  it  is 
they  who  hold  themselves  privileged  to  talk  of  their 


weariness. 


. 


**  I  desire  no  chsn^,"  said  Horatia,  and  she 
slightly  coloured — so  slightly  that  it  was  perceived 
only  by  Mr.  Dudley.  "  1  am  happy — too  luppy 
— do  I  not  look  so?" 

The  eyeR  of  Mr.  Dudley  continued  rivetled 
on  the  loveliness  of  tlie  speaker.  '*  I  venture  not 
to  boor  testimony  to  tlic  happiness  of  any  one. 
Had  it  been  possible  for  your  question  to  have 
been  slightly  varied,  I  might  have  b«cn  silent  also; 
but  tlic  silence  would  luivc  been  only  that  of  the 
Up." 

"Abl"  said  Sir  Hubert,  somewhat  suddenly, 
'*  who  speaks  of  reading  now  ?  Horatia,  love,  when 
men  make  promLses,  teach  tbem  how  to  keep 
them." 

"  Dear  Charles,"  said  Horatia  to  her  cousin, 
"  have  the  kindness  to  give  mo  that  volume." 

■*  Hlitch  one,  mu  belle  cousine?     I  improve  in 
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caartny,  you  will  ubserre.     Voa  bave  bapct  of  tne 

UQW,   I  HUppOU?" 

'*  But  your  improrcment  In  couriefly  trtll  be 
greater  Hill,  if  you  will  kImm  poor  ChatcaubrinrMl 
fnuB  bit  impriMniiienL  Must  1  tcndi  you  liow  to 
release  a  captive?"  add«d  Uoratiat  an  stealirifr 
playfully  to  Charles  tovcl's  tiidc,  abe  drew  from 
uodcr  tiie  chart  thr  rolumo  she  had  inquired  for. 

"  I  care  not  what  you  leach  mc,"  said  her  conain, 
gaily ;  *'  but  I  am  afraid  1  shall  do  little  credit  to 
my  inRtructrns,  be  ny  wishes  the  most  obcdiviit  iti 
the  world." 

"  Tlicy  will  bo  unlike  most  other  winlica,"  aaid 
Mr.  Dudley,  "tf  tb«y  arc  obedient  ones;  and, 
with  rcvpcct  to  lliat  wliich  Mim  Moriiington  pro- 
poaed  more  pvticuhu'ly  to  teach  you,  I  have  some 
•on  of  suipicion  tliat  the  may  be  deaiined  to  make 
captirrj — but  1  iloobt  whether  it  wiii  b«  in  ber 
power  to  set  them  free." 

"  Read,  Dudley,  read,"  laid  Sir  Hubert,  laugh- 
ing :  **  Cbarlea  shall  not  interrupt  yott.  I  Ituvo 
promised  him,  you  know,  hU  rerenge  at  cbett." 


CHAPTER  IV. 

"  A  mftD  oF  sovereign  pirls  tie  is  esEcemed  t 
Noiliing  bccames  him  ill,  ihal  hennuld  well: 
Tlic  only  soil  of  hiH  fair  virtue'i  gloM 
(If  viriue's  glim  will  stain  wilh  any  aoil) 
Is  a  flharp  wit  maich'd  with  loo  blunt  a  will ; 
Whose  edge  halh  power  to  cut,  whoso  will  alill  wills 
It  should  spare  none  that  come  within  his  ]>ower." 

Love's  LitBuun's  Loit. 

The  evening  passed  on,  and  Mr.  Dudley,  how- 
ever willing  he  might  have  been  to  exert  his  own 
eloquence,  continued  with  some  intermission  to  be 
the  medium  of  conveying  the  eloquence  of  another. 
He  was  interrupted  at  last,  somewhat  suddenly,  by 
an  exclamation  from  Horatia — "  Hark  !  do  you  hear 
nothing?" 

The  game  of  chess  was  suspended  at  the  same 
moment,  and  Lady  Morningtoii  laid  down  her  work. 
"  I  hear  it  again  !"  said  Horatia ;  "  I  felt  certain 
I  was  not  deceived.  It  is  the  sound  of  carriage 
wiieels.     Can  it  be  .''     Ves — it  must  be  Louis !" 


I 


^ 


TUB    SNCAUEMCNT. 


Sir  Unbert  roM  from  liu  ebsir.  Lady  Morning- 
too  laid  ber  band  upon  bw  arm — "  Mjr  m«,  do  not 
aovc — alie  ia  d«cciv«d — it  cannot  bo  Louia ;"  bul 
the  fliwh  of  unconsciotu  expectation  lingvnd  oo 
ber  ebeek.  Tlie  Mmnd  drew  near  and  eeiaeijl*  tho 
doon  in  tbe  diatsoce  opened,  and  steps  pawtd 
npidly  ihrougb  tbe  ball. 

"  An  arrival,  at  IcaH,"  nid  Sir  HuUtt ;  "  wbo- 
«vvr  die  gTMVt  may  be."  And  getilly  relvaaitiK 
himrflf  from  bn  raotber's  ana,  lie  made  bU  way 
tbroogb  tbe  adjoining  Bpartment  to  the  vestibule. 

Mr.  Dudley  dosed  tlic  volome  he  bad  been  read- 
ing, wilb  tbe  sort  of  air  whidi  said,  "  I  Me  It  will 
be  my  late  lo  read  no  more  to  nigfat"  Lady 
Momington  stood  witb  gaze  fixed  on  the  distance. 
HoTBtia,  witb  one  step  in  advance,  appeared  ever 
about  to  more,  altliougb  sbe  stirred  iioL 

Whence  arose  it  that  she — the  cre4klun>  accus- 
tom^d  to  act  on  the  inpolse  of  the  moment— paused 
now  to  doabt,  instead  of  springing  forwurd  to  de- 
cide ?  Waa  it  because  the  idea  of  Lord  Haslingbum 
bad  ebaflcd  from  bcr  mind  that  of  Louis  dc  Orcy  f 
Tim  beautiful  blush,  however,  lost  all  its  painful- 
DCM,  though  it  retainiKl  iu  brighinosH,  when  the 
firat  hop«  tliAt  bad  mito)  bcr  mind  proved  to  b« 
thr  true  one. 

Lady  Momington,  in  tlie  surprise  and  hurry  of 
tbe  mcAting,  forgot  that  tliere  were  otherH  present 


besides  her  Hdtzcd  son.  Skc  folded  bim  fondly  to 
lier  heart,  nod  w«[>t  as  tbt  di<I  io.  In  the  !iuc- 
cceding  inoin«iit,  liowcrer,  she  siiook  off,  wiili 
jiowerful  efTort,  llie  s«int>luicG  of  kgitutioii. 

"  This  is  not  fair,  Louia ;  ^ou  aliould  not  bave 
taken  me  by  surprise  in  this  manner :  tlie  sudden- 
nest  of  unexpected  pleasure  is  painfully  oppresslrc 
to  tliosv  who  (ire  no  longer  young." 

"  Hleji*ute!"  said  I)c  Orcy,  "Come,  we  wUl 
not  talk  of  it ;  it  is  sufficient  that  wc  feel  it.  The 
heart  and  the  lip  »re  too  much  for  any  man  toge- 
ther. I  never  could  maita^  more  tluin  one  of 
Uiem  effectually  at  a  time.  Horatb !  my  swcot 
Horatiat"  And  as  Horatia  answered  the  appeal^ 
and  cla.<)pcd  the  extended  band,  he  drew  her  towards 
him  laughingly,  and  kissed  her.  "  Mr.  Dudley,  I 
Iiope  you  approve  of  my  receipt  for  silence." 

"  I  am  glad  to  hear  you  break  it  again  so 
readily,"  said  Mr.  Dudley.  "  Upon  my  honour^ 
De  Grey,  in  an  evil  hour  have  you  come  for  your 
own  peace.  It  ha<)  jiutt  been  ftrranged  that  yoti 
should  be  most  unrcnsonahly  communicative,  whe* 
ther  it  were  your  will  or  not," 

"  Ha!  ia  it  even  so?"  replied  De  Grey.  **  1 
can  guess,  with  tolerable  accuracy,  from  what 
quarter  the  danger  threatens.  I  am  oppressed 
already  by  the  consciousness  that  I  am  |»ssing  on 
to  where  u  bundrc<l  questions  in  umbuacode  are 
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waitiog  for  me.  I  luire  an  idva  tliat  I  eoaJd  no- 
Gomplub  tbe  discomfiture  of  tJi«  little  buntt,  wlien 
it  came  forth,  by  blindfoldiiig  it ;  but  im> — I  will  ha 
merciful — I  intend  to  •ubmil  mo«rf  lieroically  M 
llw  exactions  that  nre  put  on  me.  Let  tlie  que»- 
dea  eome  but  in  tli«  fom  of  a  wliia^icr,  1  bin<l 
myaelf  to  anewer  it  1  love  whispers,  for  the  re- 
semblance they  bear  to  sigb* :  both  uf  tlicin  nre  the 
most  iogenious  b^^Unyen  of  Mcrota  imaginablv; 
only  the  first  b  inquinitive  iuelf,  the  latter  miiJce« 
othere  inquivitire.  There  is  an  eloquent  breath  in 
each.  It  inaitera  not,  if  the  one  be  meant  for  tlie 
ear,  the  other  for  the  heart — they  will  meet  at  last — 
if  thtt  whisper  be  but  prettily  put,  and  the  sigh 
properly  received." 

"  Dut,  Louis,"  ftatd  Sir  Hubert,  *'  you  have  not 
told  na  what  biu  brought  you  thus  buitily  to 
Mominglon." 

"  I  know  not,  In  trutli  I  know  not;  but  I  bad 
nothing  to  do  in  town — and  set  idleness  once  on 
tbe  move,  it  rolls  on  as  pleasantly  as  possible.  I 
hope  you  are  not  dispieased  at  the  proof  I  have 
uffordvd  you  of  its  power  of  locomotion.  I^vcl, 
welcome — tliricc  welcome  t  1  thought  1  should  i\m\ 
you  bere.  My  dear  mother,  bow  well  you  look  I 
Does  »he  not?"  eontiuued  T>e  Grey,  oppealing  to 
bis  brother. 

"  1  have  been  looking  forward  to  your  arrival, 
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Louis,  an<l  tlmt  lias  <lone  roc  good.  There  are 
oUior  things  Uiat  Itave  clieer«<l  me  too ;  for,  during 
your  absence,  I  have  Iteard  lionourable  mention 
made  of  you." 

"  Ah !  yes,"  ssid  lioratia ;  "  and  you  must  beai 
the  pcDalty,  dear  Loiiu,  of  l>cing  a  pcreoii  of  im- 
portance.    You  see  1  do  not  foi^et  your  promise." 

l>e  Grey  put  his  band  with  a  waving  motion 
tovards  Lady  Mornington  and  Horatia — "  Hush! 
hash  I  Honour  ! — What  if  it  were  mine '!  Do  you 
think  I  could  find  leisure  to  attend  Ut  it  here?  Its 
paraplicrnalia  b  cumbrinis.  I  have  brought  only 
a  light  travelling  suit  along  witli  me.  And  pray, 
my  frank-hearled  Iloralia,  how  have  you  been 
occupied  since  we  parted  ?  lias  the  journal  been 
kept  fikithfuUy  V  Have  there  been  no  blank  puges? 
or  what,  perh«]>»,  U  more  probable,  have  there 
been  none  you  have  thought  it  wiwr  lo  efbct 
■ftcrwards  7  You  do  not  know  bow  I  am  fatigued, 
or  you  would  have  told  me  to  sit  down  long  ago." 

"  Sit  down  then,  now,"  said  Iloraiia,  with  a 
•mile.  "  Here  te  your  fevourilc  seat — your  fiivour.] 
ilc  lounge,  I  mean:  you  know,  I^ouis,  you  always 
insiHt«il  on  having  tliiM  couch  to  yourself." 

"  Did  1  i"  said  Do  Grey.  "  Yours  b  a  most 
excellent  memory,  Horutia.  For  once— for  onoc  1 
will  he  gracious :  I  allow  you  to  sit  down  by  me. 
Out  no — tlwre  is  danger,  lest  the  permission  be 
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cited  as  a  precedent ;  bolide*,  I  am  crrtidn  you 
«ould  not  be  Mill  for  na  Imriaat.  I  tee  tbr  spirit 
at  mc»chi«f  cmpiog  along  umln-  aluulo«r  of  your 
«yelul»^yoa  do  not  know  nliat  repoM  owaiw.  I 
WM  onoe  aMonisbed  by  ti>e  discovery  of  the  extent 
to  wbich  iht*  ignorance  Iiad  gone.  Her  idea  wna, 
Mr.  Dudley,  that  wken  tlie  heart  fluttered  niou 
vioicntly,  it  was  only  taking  greater  paiiut  to  settla 
iuelf  pleuantly.  If  sbe  utenpu  to  reaoun,  «br 
KMiaiii  in  a  circle,  in  tbe  bope  tbat  tbe  argument 
may  never  ronie  to  an  cod.  I  give  yon  joy  of  tJit« 
i»dc5ulgability,  Horutiii." 

"  Louis,"  mid  UoratJa,  "  you  are  more  incor- 
rigible tban  erer." 

"  Incorrigible  I  No— not  at  ail.  1  am  tbe  per- 
■on  the  moat  easily  persoaded  in  the  world.  1 
entered  here,  wearied  and  worn,  as  a  spent  whirl- 
wind, or  a  lover's  eloquence :  and  you,  and  others 

tbe  eonfedemcy.  have  uontrived  to  penuade  me 

Kt  I  want  neither  rent  nor  food.  I  bava  eooM 
back,  however,  to  my  first  impreanow;  and  1  de- 
clare to  you,  Horalia,  on  tbe  word  of  a  traveller — 
a  race  of  men,  whose  veracity  is  known  to  be  unira- 
peadiable — that  I  will  do  ample  bouour  to  any 
rofrfabmenls  which  It  may  be  your  pleasure  to 
ordtr  for  me.  If  it  hv  your  further  pleasure  toj 
alkiw  me  rest  with  tlie  refreshments,  I  shall  oonfeni 
myaclf  yet  more  beholden  to  you." 
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*'  Is  not  tbU  too  bad  of  him  ?'  saW  Horatm.' 
"He  U  laying  liia  own  nns  or  me.  Do  I  make 
him  talk?     Do  I  make  liim  exert  limwlt?" 

"  Ywi  ] — O  no — I  liad  forgotten  myself  slranifely. 
It  i«  your  custom  ratlicr  to  encourage  people  in 
their  Idlenen.  You  are  iiafc,  Horatia,  as  lung  m 
you  encourage  tliem  in  notiiing  else.  Vtlinl  tliink 
you,  Mr.  Dudley  ?" 

Wbat«ver  Mr.  Dudley  might  think,  he  said  no- 
thing— perhaps  he  hwt  not  heard  the  queittion,  fur 
at  that  rery  tnotoeiit  lie  had  &ddre«.>ied  some  ca»tiiil 
remark*  to  Sir  Hubert.  Horatia  rose  and  rang  the 
bell. 

**  Did  you  take  nothing  on  the  road,  Louts  }"  said 
I.a<(y  MoriiingtoR. 

"  Nothing,  Mailiim — nothing." 

"  Well,  then,  we  will  innial  you  without  delay  in 
thi«  BcleeU-d  corner" — wiid  Horatio,  "sluill  we  no*?' 

*'  Why,  ycft,"  said  l)e  Grey,  a-i  he  continued  in 
lounge  on  ilie  couch. — "Talk  to  me  while  I  eat, 
Horatia,  and  I  will  thank  you  when  1  hare  done. 
Nothing  like  high  example:  1  intend  to  eat  like  a 
Itomau." 

A  tray  with  rcfrcshmeutH  entered,  and  Lady  Mor- 
iiington  prepared  to  officiate  aa  hostess  to  her  son. 
Horatia  had  drawn  a  chair  to  the  end  of  the  couch ; 
Sir  lluliert  occasiouully  walked  to  the  table,  and 
Joined  in  tie  cheerful  cunvcrsation  that  nuimutcd  it. 
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Mr.  Dudley  stood  at  some  ltti)e  dbunce,  looking 
■tBHUy  thiitj^  and  ihinkiiij^of  more;  young Lorel 
had  contrived  to  bit  ulecp  on  ui  ottoman. 

"By-lbo-liyc  HoTnlia,"  wiid  I>e  Gr«y,  "  I  bjirc 
•ODt  aev»  for  you.  'llierc  will  be  an  Arrival  Jii 
tUi  neJglibottTbood  shortly." 

"An  arrival  f"  repeated  Uoratia,  and  Iter  eye 
glanced  enxioualy  at  lier  fallier. 

Sir  Hubert  mw  the  glance;  lie  was  bevidee  at- 
tracted by  tbe  word*  of  De  Grey. 

**  An  arrival  in  tliis  nHglibourbood  i*  Tim  phnse 
is  tatber  i»de6iiite. — Are  wc  Ukety  to  be  tnte- 
rated  b  die  Brrivsl  ?' 

**  I  should  preaume  to,"  aaiil  Oe  Grey.  "  My 
dew  OMther,  el  leawt,  has  always  referred  to  ibis 
tTCDt  ae  one  most  denrable." 

Neither  Sir  Hubert^  nor  bis  daughter,  however, 
aoderatood  the  allusion  of  De  Grey.  Lady  Mor- 
niogton  did.  "  Lord  Meldon,  then,  and  bi«  &inily 
bare  returned  froto  Vienoar' 

"Ah  r  exclaimed  Sir  Hubert,  "  ta  it  so?  I 
tm  delighted  to  bear  it  Wb^n  did  Lord  Meldon 
reach  town  from  Vienna '/  I  do  not  remember  to 
have  eren  hia  name  in  the  list  of  arrivals." 

"  He  ht  not  arrived,"  said  De  Grey,  "  but  he  is 
ejected  every  day.  I  met  an  old  friend  of  hi-* 
in  Rrgent  Street  tlie  otlier  day :  from  him  1  re- 
ceived the  information  I  have  just  bad  the  honour 
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of  giving  you.  I  am  told  thnt  Lord  Metdon'a 
dtugbtcr — your  old  pliiymatc,  (loraua — Uua  grown 
up  into  a  beauty  of  tlte  fint  order.  If  1  um  to  lend 
&uUi  to  eulofiriuin,  I  ;un  bound  to  belk-vc  ber  all 
tbat  is  exqui«ile  and  captirntiiip ; — courtly  as 
queens  wlien  tbey  love — graceful  an  saints  when 
tbey  look  down  od  their  worsbippera.  It  were  pre- 
Bumption  in  mc  to  paint  her  perfections.  Well,  be 
it  uiw  or  not,  she  is  ooming  to  bury  them  ia  the 
aliades  of  Tempie  [^uriio.  Alas  I  for  us,  if  our 
ftlc,  or  our  fortune,  draw  u«  within  tbc  sphere  of 
her  altructions !" 

"  LuuiH,"  said  Sir  Hubert,  "  I  cannot  compre- 
hend whctber  this  de»criptiun  is  a  faitlifnl  one  or 
not ;  and  yet  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  Kleanor 
Delleisle  may  bare  grown  into  the  elegant  creature 
you  degcribe  her." 

"  Inclined  to  believe?  Come — that  U  welL  1b 
it  not,  Madam  ?"  mid  De  Grey,  turning  to  Lady 
Moniington. 

**  Louis — Louis,"  said  Lady  Moruington,  "  your 
^iril«  liave  run  wild  to-night.  You  aim  at  every 
thing,  and  every  body."  ^ 

"  Aye,  even  thus :  but  I  am  serious — most  serfW 
ooBi     I  have  a  presentiment  on  my  mind,  that  this 
BcUetsIc  i«  to  extend  the  circle  of  her  lriumpl|fl 
bare— liere— on  tbis  very  Hpot,  madam — mark  m^^ 
pNdielioD — register  it,    Ilondtia — bear  witness  lo_ 
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it,  Mr.  Dudley.  Sbe  is  prwimly  Uie  perton  to 
plcttw  yoo,  my  ovurdy  brother.  And  crandirr, 
Hubert — ooni(tcr>  tnMbni — ttio  contij^uity  of  e»- 
taUt — the  old  name — Lord  Meldon  the  noM  good- 
aCvretl  peer  in  Enj^Uiul  —  ib«  Wy  loolher  u 
IN^Ie  specimen  of  inralidtam — a  positive  non-«ntity 
— in  nore  teaan  of  the  word  than  one.  Were  there 
Dot  Kiinetbing  worlJi  graitping  in  the  perspective, 
Hobert,  I  would  do  my  best  to  guard  you  from 
iIm  WmptBtJon:  m  It  it,  <p«ed  on. — 8ucb  u  dangb- 
icr  t  an  brirtM,  and  an  angol.  For  me,  heiroat, 
an^al,  or  woman,  >t  in  all  the  aamo.  Heirewh— I 
Biay  not  Mpire  to  her ;  angel — 1  nm  not  wortliy  of 
her ;  woman — I  cannot  be  at  the  trotible  of  plnu* 
iag  her ; — the  simple  attempt  to  do  so,  consumes 
a  vaM  portion  of  valuable  time." 

'■  There  are  some,  perliaps,"  said  Mr.  Dudley, 
"  who  would  tell  you  that  they  care  not  for  the  sa- 
crifice i  tbcy  bear  in  mind  tl>o  ciiuivalent  at  which 
they  aim,  and  tbcy  arc  satisfieil." 

"  Equiraleni !  »  word  in  Fiuicy'a  rocabulary, 
wbert  Love  and  itA  thousand  folUeft  are  concerned. 
— Never  ln»t  to  Fancy.  Measure  her  not  witb 
her  wing  spread — the  next  time  she  expands  it,  it 
will  not  reach  half  u  far.  Woe  to  you  if  you  chance 
to  touch  her  plume  I  Notlting  but  dust  will  remain 
on  your  fiiigprs  ufterwards." 
<>  Lord  and  Lady  Meldon*  1  think,"  nid  Uoiatia, 
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of  giving  you,  I  am  told  that  Lord  ^fcldon*8 
dsugLter — your  old  playmate,  HomliA — luw  grown 
up  into  a  beauty  of  tli<^  dm  order.  If  I  ara  to  lend 
&ith  to  eulot(ium,  I  am  bound  to  believe  her  all 
tluLt  is  exquisite  and  captivating; — courtly  as 
queens  wbcn  they  love — g^raceful  as  saints  when 
lliey  look  down  on  llieir  worahippera.  It  tvere  pre- 
sumption in  me  to  paint  lier  perfections.  Well,  be 
it  wise  or  not,  slie  is  comii^  to  bury  tbcm  in  tlie 
shades  of  Temple  Bourne.  Alas !  for  us,  if  our 
fate,  or  our  fortune,  draw  us  within  tlic  Hphent  of 
her  attraetioiu !" 

"  L^uiK,"  «aid  Kir  Hubert,  "  1  cannot  compre- 
hend whether  this  description  is  a  faithful  one  or 
not;  and  yet  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  Eleanor 
Bclleislc  may  luivc  grown  into  tbe  elegant  creature 
yoa  describe  ber." 

"Inclined  to  believe?  Come — tbnt  is  well.  U 
it  not.  Madam?"  said  Dc  Grey,  turning  to  Lady 
Mornington. 

"  Louis — I-ouis,"  said  Lady  Mornington,  "  your 
spirits  have  run  wild  to-nigbt.  You  aim  at  every 
thing,  and  every  bo<ly." 

"  Aye,  even  tJius:  but  I  «m  serioitt — most  seri 
DOS.     t  have  a  presentiment  on  my  mind,  thai  tliUl 
BcUeisle  is  to  extend  tJie  circle  of  her  triumphs 
here — here — on  tliis  very  spot,  miuiam — mark  my 
pr«(UcUoa — register  it,   Uoratiu — bear  witness  to 
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r.  Dudley.  Sbe  is  prmiMly  the  penon  to 
pl«asc  you,  my  courtly  brotbvr.  And  conaulcr, 
Hubert — oonndrr,  niwlaiD — tlie  cofltifpUy  of  m- 
titcs — the  old  nstne — Lord  Meldon  the  BKWt  good- 
aMsred  peer  to  England  —  tlie  lady  itiath«r  b 
paHbi  flpecimen  of  inrtlidwrn — a  positive  non-entity 
'  —in  ntore  senses  of  tli«  word  thim  one.  Were  there 
not  something  worth  gnajting  in  the  pcnpective, 
Hubert,  1  woul<l  do  my  be«t  to  guard  you  from 
ikt  tcmpbukm :  u  it  U,  ipocd  on. — Such  u  datigli* 
tcr  I  an  hcirtM,  mkI  on  angel.  For  me,  heirns, 
■ngel,  or  womui,  it  is  all  the  «uii«.  Heiresa — I 
may  ootiaplre  to  her;  angel — 1  am  not  wortlty  of 
ber;  woman— I  cannot  be  at  the  trouble  of  pleas- 
ing her ; — the  simple  attempt  to  do  so,  consumea 
a  TBst  portion  of  raliuible  time." 

'•There  are  some,  perhaps,"  said  Mi.  Dudley, 
"wbo  would  t«H  you  that  they  care  not  for  the  sa- 
crifiM;  they  boar  in  mind  the  eqnivnlmit  at  vrhicli 
thay  aim,  luid  they  ani  aatisficd." 

*•  KcgiiivuU'nt !  a  word  in  Paitcy's  vocabulary, 
wber*  Love  and  its  tboieand  folliea  are  concerned. 
—Never  trust  to  Fancy.  Measure  her  not  vrith 
her  iring  spread — the  next  time  she  expands  it,  it 
•ill  not  reucli  half  utt  far.  Woe  to  you  if  you  chance 
to  touch  licT  ])lumc  !  Nothing  but  dust  will  remain 
on  your  6nger«  oftorwanU." 

t»  Lord  uiid  Ludy  Meldon,  1  tliink,"  said  Uoratia, 
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"  that  on  tliMe  occasionti  the  ercDlual  deotination 
i«  unknDurn." 

"  ErcD  ao :  nothing  like  surtiiig  bliridfald :  we 
Nttimble  on  our  treasure,  and  gm«p  it  ttiv  oiorv  de- 
voutly for  beiog  in  the  dark." 

"Is  it  fair  to  pronounce  judgment,  in  a  caae 
where  of  old  you  profess  your  ignorance  ?"  asked 
Mr.  Dudley. 

'*  It  b  a  proof  tbitt  lie  lun  studied  llio  subject,  if 
lie  ba«  not  fell  it,"  rejoined  Sir  Hubert. 

"An  iiiToluiit-try  homug<^,  llit«  cnuii.«el  of  his," 
lidded  Mr.  Dudley,  "  to  tlic  lore  lie  professes  to 
fonwtAT.  Ho  is  aware  of  the  danger  that  lurks 
■bout  it" 

"  Involuntary  homage ! — ProfeasiOD  I — Danger  t 
1  must  not  pause  to  examine  tite  nature  of  tbe 
boroage — that  would  be  to  sin  against  the  rule  1 
have  prescribed  myself.  Pfofession  ! — I  professed 
tluit  1  would  midte  no  professions — so  I  am  mute. 
Danger  1 — tJic  only  danger  I  have  to  apprehend 
now  is,  that  I  am  wearying  lioratia." 

*'  Me  t  and  why  should  you  think  so,  Louis?" 

"  Why  ?  Simply  because  I  see  your  titougbti 
are  wandering  elsewhere.  Yon  are  fancying,  per*  i 
hapi,  what  were  the  delights  of  tlie  last  winter  at  fl 
Vienna  f  ~ 

De  Grey  sud  this,  utterly  unconscious  how  tb« 
allusion  would  strike  on  tJie  sensitive  imagination] 
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of  HontiB,  for  be  knew  notting  of  tlie  suit  Uiat  bad 
been  preferrei)  by  Lord  Hullngllllii.  There  wm 
Kim«thing  in  tlie  cluin^ng  colour  of  Iloratis  tliat 
ttartled  him:  be  begsD  [o  UMp«ct,  though  at  first 
be  scarcely  guoacd  bow  it  ooold  ht,  that  he  watt 
tfCBding  on  dangerotu  ground.  True,  bis  brother 
IimI  hint«t  in  hU  UtM  letter  at  some  delicate  com- 
munlmtion  fram  Lord  Ilaaiingliain.  In  an  instant 
I  (dterwards  tbere  recurred  to  bis  mind,  bis  moiher'a 
tajnnction  of  silence,  and  the  truth  flashed  on  htm 
at  once.  One  momeot— one  moment  only — he 
looked  witli  uiTectionate  sympathy  at  Horatia :  in 
the  oett  he  turned  to  bis  brother. 

Horalia  felt  that  again  fthe  might  venture  to  tiNtcti 
to  De  Greyi  with  an  int4>Te«t  composed  only  of  aui- 
Imatioa  and  pteuure.  She  felt,  too,  with  the  nice 
'■  lact  of  a  mind  tJtat  can  understand  the  moremeuts 
of  another's,  thai  from  him  she  had  nothing  &rtbei 
to  fear.  In  the  ba]>;iineas  of  this  reliance  she  smiled 
on  him  sweetly,  and  Dc  Grey  returrted  the  smite. 

"  We  have  arranged  that  it  is  Dcceasary  that 
hoipitaljty  should  hold  a  cour  plini&e  at  Morning- 
ton.  It  Ifl  decided  on  tJiat  courtesy  shall  be  lord  of 
tlie  aioeiMtanL  Yes — the  plennnt-laeed,  the  easy- 
tempered  Lord  Mcldon  must  be  nobly  weloomed 
back  to  Glouoestersbire.  I  will  be  lieutenant  d« 
e^nSmMlies,  and  that  will  allow  you  leiauic  for  other 
tbinga.  Remember  my  prediction." 
d4 


maBflniff,  tm 
mptiasia  tliat  Btartl«l  HoniUa,  who 
dier  side  of  De  Grey. 

;  Sir  Hubert  stoilcd.     "Go  on, — go  on, — I 
nil  pk-uscd   to   l>o   deemed  worthy   of  so   fair 

,  *'  W«  have  bean!  of  propbedes  teixliitg  to  thv 

tni  fulfilment,"  said  Mr.  Duiiley. 

,  Ijiiiy  >forniiigton  raiwd  Iier  i;ye«  to  Mr.  I)u<l| 

fy,  and  tbi-  glance  »poke  anything  but  plvaturr. 
"  \Vc  Iwve  heard  so,  indeed,"  said  Sir  Hubor 
til  iiiiollter  flmile.     "  It  will  rejoice  me,"  he  added 
T  a  [)au5«,  "  to  liavc  Lord  Mcldon  for  my  neigli< 
ur  once  more.     We  miased  him  very  much  wliea 
left  tbis  for  the  Continent-"  ^ 

"  How  lonjj  ha«  he  been  nb»ont  P^saud  Dudle^ 
*'  Seren  years,  1  think.     Hv  went  abroad  in  con> 
jueiice  of  the  state  of  Lady  Meldon's  health." 
Duly  tliink,"  said  De  Grey,   Uiugbing,  "  of  a 
i-CDtity  taking  seven  years  to  recover   in  !— ] 
lly  cannot  think  what  she  will  do  without  bci 
iptoints,  she  must  baro  got  so  used  u^hem 
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llao  on  Kccount  of  btt  extreme  good  temper.  Na- 
ture certmnl^  had  not  ^fted  tiim  with  Utient :  lie 
««s  besides  a  particularly  silent  man." 

"  For  tbe  which  BiUjoce  I  cotnineitd  him,"  re- 
marked De  Grey. 

•'  We  had  been  in  tbe  habit  of  intimacy  for 
years;  I  knew  the  tterling:  p>ttA  (]u»Iili<-(t  he  poe- 
•eaaed,  and  for  those  I  honoured  him.  Iliti  depart- 
ure was  regretted  by  rich  and  poor :  tbe  rich  loved 
him  for  bis  hospitality — the  poor  for  his  simplicity. 
He  was  called  the  good  Lord  Meldon." 

"  And  was  not  that  a  title,"  suid  Horatia  wltli 
aniinatioD,  "  more  honoarablc  than  any  other  ?  Oil, 
surely  we  may  hope  that  his  daoghter  is  not  only 
wlial  Lonis  has  de«cribed  her,  but  all  titat  it  amia- 
ble and  gentle  t  Louts,  I  am  prepared  to  lore  ber 
already.  I  remember  that  as  a  child  she  was  very 
^vety  beautiful." 

"  And  you  think  it  natnral  to  love  what  is  beauti- 
ful ?"  aak)  De  Grey*  "Your opinion  will  find  many 
supporters  without  our  going  br  to  seek  them. 
However,  to  tbe  question.  I  hope  MIm  Ilelleisle 
bears  no  resetoblance  to  her  Mother.  I  tiave  seen 
her  formerly — though  not  often.  It  was  a  task  of 
difficulty  to  drag  me  to  Temple  Bourne.  Besides, 
the  fates  used  to  take  care  to  separate  us.  Eton, 
Oxford — they  claimed  mo :  tlie  lady's  uncle,  and 
an  odd  aunt  or  two,  laid  chum  to  her.  Let  the  fault 
D  5 
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li«  where  it  miglitt  tliiic  was  no  uttrHCtion  bclweeu 
n.     Horatia,  you  may  answer  mc  now." 

"Indeed  slic  was  somutlnng  like  her  moUier, 
and  yel  I  bare  but  nn  imperfect  recollection  of 
Likdy  Meldon." 

"I  felicitate  you  oa  the  imperfection  of  your 
memory — mine  has  been  more  Tiulbful.  I  «aw  Ludy 
Meldon  at  I'uris  tlircc  years  ago." 

"  Bui  not  ber  daui^hter,"  said  L«dy  Morningtoti 
battily. 

"Her  daughter  !  O  no — she  was  not  introduced. 
I  liave  aj>  idea  that  she  was  pointed  out  to  me  in  a 
carriage  one  day — an  ktea  onty :  there  hang;s  not 
on  it  the  sbadow  of  one  of  the  least  of  her  beauties 
— if  beauty  can  be  attended  by  a  shadow.  And  now/' 
sud  Do  Orey,  iipringing  up  from  tlie  couch— 
**  mal{^-  the  beauty  of  which  1  tallt,  and  of  wliich 
othen  dream — in  defiance  of  my  resolutioa4  not  to 
he  iatJgued— in  the  very  face  of  all  that  is  delight- 
ful, delicate,  and  interesting,  I  find  myself  compelled 
to  appeid  to  iJic  compassion  of  this  courteous  com- 
pany.    '  My  native  land,  good  ttight !' " 

The  diamber  can<lle#ticks  were  onlered  to  the 
ftrswing-room,  an<l  the  parly  separatett. 


CHAPTER  V. 

"  T«  b«r  h*  aw 
Etch  u  b  broibcr— bql  do  more ;  'tmi  mmtk, 
Fot  bfMhfcWM  «he  WW,  wr*  b  ib*  ubc 
Hot  in&Bt  fiimilAip  tail  bntowad  oa  blm : 
Ucraeir  the  Mliwy  mim  left 
Of  a  dnc-lMMand  nc*." 

Lokii  Braaii'i  Dkmm. 

"  llo«  don  Almcria  t  but  1  kant  die  Is 
Ai  1  uo— T«ll  iDt,  mif  I  hop«  te  »•  Iwr  f" 
MooiniMO  BRtM. 

Many  were  the  id«aa,  the  hopes,  die  anticipa- 
tioois  Uiat  now  crowded  on  the  mind  of  lloratia. 
Eopoascd  wi  the  was  in  their  contemplation,  she 
eatercd  not  ao  entirely  into  the  interests  of  the 
wnte  around  her:  this  clumge,  however,  was  one  of 
feeling  r»tber  than  of  acdon — it  was  known  u>  hcr- 
Helf,  it  was  Marcely  observed  \>y  otlien.  Tlie  eUui- 
tidtjr  of  a  Leart  absorbctl,  occupied  the  ptuce  of 
coDstitntional  gaiety;  and  blooming,  elegant,  and 
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beautiful  OS  ever,  wlio  tliat  watched  her,  could  find 
Btiylhiiig  furtlicr  to  deure? 

}Joinv  days  luul  cliip5ed  since  tlio  urrivnl  of  Di> 
Grey.  Tlie  wotitlivr  wa»  calm  and  ciciir — every 
morning  came  fortli  In  its  habitual  brig:litnc«»— 
every  cvcniitj^  was  soft  and  soothini;  lu  tliat  whuM 
silent  nturtity  liad  been  worsltipped  by  die  eiitliusi- 
asm  of  Horatia. 

On  tbe  fourth  of  these  dclictoua  evening!),  I1<h 
latia  found  herself  aloae  with  De  Gr«y.  It  was 
seldom  that  a  silence  of  lung  continuance  was  main- 
laineit,  where  eitlicr  Iloratiaor  De  Grey  happened 
to  be  present;  bat  conversation  languished  now. 
De  Grey  was  conscious  that  lloretia  wished  to  con- 
fide to  tiim  some  of  the  bnsy  thoughts  that  occupied 
ber.  Uorada,  aware  that  De  Grey  had  received 
iotitoatioa  of  the  intended  visit  of  Lord  Husling- 
ham,  was  indeed  all  anxiety  to  bc8U>w  tliis  confi- 
dence; but  iberc  liung  like  x  cluilii  around  the 
nmurul  movements  of  the  heart,  the  innate  delicacy 
of  woman.  De  Grey,  in  the  prompt  ingenuousness 
of  hit)  own  tuiture,  might  perhaps  have  Invited  the 
confidence,  save  tliat  he  heHicalcd,  in  deference  to 
tlie  modest  sensibility  of  hen.     At  length  Hora- 

kte  sonicwbnt  suddenly  drew  near  him  where  be 

'ftood. 

"  And  you  are  going  to  ride  over  to  Croflon  Lea 
UHUorrow,  Loujs'/" 
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"  Yes  !— 40  your  Gnudmaimna  wilLi  it. 
not  go  alon« ;  Mr.  Duttlcy  Bocompwijes  me." 

**  Not  to  suy  nt  Crofton  I.«b  ?"  said  Ilomtis. 

"At  CroCton  Lc«!  That  would  be  but  poor 
tntertjunmrat  for  bim  or  any  nan,  and  I  the  host 
Believe  ne,  Mr.  Dudley  kttowa  better.  You  trould 
coanael  bim,  would  you,  to  bid  hiti  sighs  enter  ttie 
Ibts  ig^Dst  tlic  winds  of  the  old  gallery  ?  or  would 
you  like  bim  to  practiiw  love  before  the  preciscnew 
of  old  ladies  wbo  have  exchanged  tfae  hoop  for  the 
picture  fnaae?  Attribute  not  to  bim  llilt  hollow- 
beartedness ;  accuse  him  not  of  adtniring  thing* 
that  are  inanijiiate.  Again  I  aver.  Mr.  Dudley 
kxwwi  better." 

"Then  I  soppose  be  is  going  on  to  Forest 
Lodge?" 

*'  Exactly  so,"  said  De  Grey,  with  a  bow. 

*'And  perbifM  before  you  Uoth  come  back,  hard 
and  Lady  Meldon  will  have  arrived  ?" 

"  Of  one  thing  I  am  certain,  Horatia,  that  n«- 
tbcr  oar  presence  nor  our  absence  will  have  any 
effect  on  their  morementB." 

Horatia  snulcd.  "  But,  my  dear  L^uis,  1  wish 
yoa  were  not  going  away  just  now— indeed  1  do." 

"And  why?" 

*'  i  do  not  know  why — but  I  hiui  rather  you 
^  ftayed  htte.     I  want  to  talk  to  you." 

"  W«ll,  I  am  not  gone  yet ;  talk  away,  Horatia. 
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Sense  or  nonscDae  it  matters  not  to  me.  If  you 
talk  sensC)  I  will  nut  exptvsa  my  astoni^liment — if 
you  talk  noiisciiHr,  I  will  collect  crcry  frngincnt  aa 
it  falls  from  those  pretty  lips,  tltat  I  may  produce  it 
aftcrwiirclA  in  proof  of  your  affvction  for  me.  I 
would  have  you  learn  in  goo*!  time,  Iloratia,  that 
tlie  pleasantest  compliment  you  can  pay  to  any  man 
is  to  set  yourself  seriously  to  talk  clcf^ut  nonsense. 
Wlien  this  is  done,  con  umorc,  we  hoUl  ourselves 
infinitely  indebted  to  the  speaker.  Now  beg;in — 1  go 
away  to-morrow,  remember.  I  sball  be  away  but  a 
week  if  I  am  wished  for,  and  rather  more  than  a 
week  if  I  am  waited  for." 

"But  1  am  so  sorry  that  this  business  should  come 
just  now !" 

"Ifitwouldbut  come,"  said  I)e  Grey,  "it  would 
save  me  the  trouble  of  going.  O  tliou  most  indc- 
fati^ble  idler;  thou  compound  of  life  and  laziness  I 
Ever  on  the  move  yourself,  heart  and  all,  you  wish 
to  dance  through  tlic  round  of  existence,  and  find 
every  hand  ready  to  touch  yours  in  its  turn.  A 
gTBceful  emblem  of  despotism,  must  we  not  submit 
to  you." 

"It  Is  so  easy  to  promise  submission,"  said  IIo- 
ratia,  "but  I  um  sure  you  will  never  practise  it; 
unless  indeed  you  were  to  fall  in  love.  I  should  like 
to  see  you  in  lore." 

"  And  you  arc  absolutely  serious  in  this  inhuman 
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wisli  of  yoan?  Have  a  core,  Uoratio.  It  will  be 
your  pwc  to  t«acli  by  enmplo  what  you  enforce 
by  precept  1/ 1  mc  tbe  folly  mU  well  on  you,  I 
promiie  to  try  it  on  myself:  fnrtJivr  my  promise 
goes  BOt.  I  ltav«  no  leisure  for  aiiy  iliirig  but  an 
np«ritneoL     WUen  ahalt  we  bepn  ?" 

Again  Uovrnda  Uugbed,  but  tlib  time  the  btusbed 
alM. 

"  Let  ut  Me. — Supposa  wc  ibte  from  an  ■rriral. 
We  were  talking  of  the  Meldona  juat  now.  And 
dien,  loo,  there  b  Lord  HaHlingfaara !...." 

00  Grey  looked  arclily  at  Iloratia  aa  Ite  spoke 
— her  eyes  bent  beneath  the  glance — but  slie  took 
his  liand,  and  said  gently — 

**  Ah  I  tliat  is  another  reason  why  I  am  sorry 
you  are  going.  You  knew  Lord  llanlinghatn  so 
srell  t  He  will  be  dtsaiipointed  if  he  does  not  see 
you  when  he  arrives." 

"  My  own  idea  on  the  snbject  it,"  said  De 
Grey,  cnreleasly,  "that  Lord  llnslJngliam  will  not 
joeet  with  tbe  sliglitMt  disappointment  at  Mor- 
nlngton." 

The  colour  of  Horatiu  moimtad  to  her  brow. 
De  Grey  kioked  at  iter  for  a  moment  in  ulence, 
and  then  affectionately,  yet  g^V<  he  kiased  her. 

"  Let  me  be  the  Arst  to  offer  my  felicitations. 
Not  a  word  more  till  my  return — then  I  (thall  lay 
claim  to  yoor   confidence.     I   have  been  to  you 
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Instead  of  brodier  nnltt  now — ^brotlicr  lot  mo  be  to 
you  still.  And  now  look  up  to  mu  ag»!ti  !->U 
Uier«  anytliinfr  I  can  do  for  you  in  Cbeltcnham,  a<i 
I  poM  lliraugli  it  to-moTTOw?" 

At  this  moment  Sir  Hubert  entered  the  apart- 
ment, with  an  open  letter  in  his  luuid. 

<*  I  am  giud  I  bnvc  found  you  both  )i«re.  I  Imvc 
jmt  received  a  letter  from  Lord  Meldon." 

"  How,  papn  !"  said  Horatia.  *'  And  you  have 
not  told  us  till  now !" 

*'  There !"  aid  De  Grey :  **  always — always  the 
same !  Leaping  to  a  conclusion  with  spnrs  on  ! 
— Pardon  me  anything  that  is  masculine  in  the 
comparison.  And  the  letter  must  of  necessity 
have  come  by  the  post" 

"  I  don't  know  how  it  should  be  otherwise,"  said 
Homtiit;  "  and  the  post,  I  um  sure,  is  never  later 
than  ten." 

'<  But  this  letter  came  from  Temple  Bourne," 
nid  Sit  Hubert. 

"  Lord  Meldon  is  arrived  then !"  cried  Horatia, 
starting  from  her  eliair. 

"  Horatia,  tlicrc  Is  no  ho|>c  of  you !"  said  De 
Grey,  with  a  sigh  most  ludicrously  grave.  "  Who 
told  you  that  Lord  Meldon  was  at  Temple  Bourne?" 

**  He  is  arrived.  Papa  said  he  luul  written  from 
Temple  Bourne." 

Sir  Hubert  amiled,  "  I  must  take  pity  on  you, 
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HornUa,  even  while  I  (ell  j-oti  llutt  n^u  yoD  an 
wToa^.  The  letter  was  brought  from  town  by  one 
of  Lord  Meldon's  peo)ile,  and  (lifl(Mitclietl  to  mc  tm- 
medialely  by  the  steward." 

*■  And  now  Horatin  wuhe<  to  know  when  Lord 
MeMon  will  mike  bia  appearance  himwlf?"  said 
De  Grey.  "  And  u  it  r«atly  to  be  so?  Yes;  w« 
most  bold  ourselreii  prepare*).  I  permit  you  to 
gather  op  your  scattered  unticiputJons,  Horatia ; 
by  tbein  on  your  Itcwt,  and  tJioy  will  bo  as  frmh 
aa  ever.  Lord  Mel4oD  Et  oomin^  down  po«t  liastt', 
to  be  tilent — Lady  Mcldon,  to  wear  us  out— ^nd 
the  Beauty,  to  conquer  m  I  When  are  we  to  take 
up onr  ponitioiH,  Hubert?" 

'*  At  any  period  that  nuiy  he  conri^ntettt.  Lord 
Meldon  b  expected  tomorruw  or  next  <lay." 

*'  Thank  heaven  there  wUI  be  a  respite  for  m© !" 
•aid  De  Grey,  witli  the  voice  and  attitude  of  one 
who  has  escaped  some  Impending  danger. 

**  But  this  buaincaa  at  Crofion  Lea  itt  not  su 
very  presiing;,  Louis,"  Hiid  .Sir  HuberL  *'  You 
can  write  to  Bradley  to  put  tlting*  in  trwii,  unA 
you  need  not  go  yourself  till  the  end  of  ihe  week." 

"  Go  to-moTTow,  most  certaiuly  I  shall,"  said 
De  Grey.     '*  Hark  !  there  is  my  mother's  step." 

"  She  will  tell  you  the  aiunc  as  1  Iiave  done," 
said  Sir  Hubert.  '*  Wu  huvc  been  talking  on  the 
sobject  together." 
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'■  You  bave  told  them,  I  suppofle^"  eaid  Lady 
Moruington,  us  sbu  cntvrad,  **  tlmt  you  liave  heard 
from  Lord  MeldoD  T*  and  she  looked  inquiriD|rly 
at  ijir  Hubert. 

'*  Yes;  aud  I  bave  been  eDdearouriiig  to  per- 
suade Loub  not  to  start  for  Cro^n  Lea  to-morrow, 
but  he  is  unpersuadable." 

"  What?"  said  Lady  Mornington. 

"  Truv,  most  truc>  madam.  J  never  change  my 
mind,  wlicn  once  I  have  nwdv  it  up.  Besides, 
what  on  eurtb  Iiuvc  I  to  stay  for  ?" 

"  Stay  for?  I'hal  U  a  samewliat  strange  «xprG»- 
bIod,"  stud  Lady  Mornington.  "  happoani  to  mo, 
however,  that  if  you  leave  Mornington  just  at  tbc 
very  instant  when  Ix>rd  Meldon,  after  many  year^' 
^Mence,  returns  to  its  neif^hbourhood,  tlie  circum- 
stance may  be  interpreted  un&vourably  by  bim — 
by  Lady  McUon  at  least.'* 

"  Good  heaven^  madam  !"  said  dc  Grey ;  "  wbat 
bave  I  to  do  with  Lord  Mcldon,  or  bis  lady?  Lord 
Mcldon  never  spoke  ten  words  to  me  in  his  life : 
he  luis,  in  all  probability,  forgotten  my  Gxtstcnce. 
And  as  for  Lady  Meldon,  I  trust  I  may  be  so 
fortunate  as  to  become  her  aversion.  By.the-bye, 
now  I  recollect}  I  was  honoured  by  her  ludysbtp's 
digpUasure  tn  oty  boyliowl." 

"  We  owe  Bometiiing,  Louis,  to  tbe  etiquette  of 
society,"  said  Lady  Moniington,  loftily. 
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"  Perhaps  •o,"  taici  De  Grey ;  "  and  in  tUia  in- 
»Unec  I  am  wiUing  to  incur  tke  debt  a  little  lonf^er." 

Loiiy  Moratngton  looked  displvwed.  Fond  u 
•lie  wu  of  Or  Ofcy,  sUti  likod  nut  her  will  to  be 
cantcstcd,  even  l>y  liini. 

"  You  ibonld  remember,  Lotus,"  satd  Sir  Hubert, 
"  tbat  you  may  be  luddenly  called  to  town  by  official 
business ;  aod  1  should  be  sorry — wo  should  all  be 
sorry — if  yoo  left  this  finally  without  seeing  the 
H«U4MU." 

'*  O  DO— iw  will  not  do  tlut,"  said  Iloratia ;  "  I 
MD  cure  he  will  stay,  when  we  entreat  him  to  do  so." 

**  Be  lure  of  nothing — Dot  even  of  yoorself, 
Haratia*"  said  De  Grey,  laughing.  *'  Above  all, 
let  none  of  your  hopes  rest  on  me.  Come,  suffer  a 
little  reason  to  enter  into  the  eonndcration  of  this 
question.  Here  have  1  made  apiwintments  with 
tuUf-iwloiu;n  people,  to  meet  me  at  Crofton  Lea. 
1  bare  smuiged  to  carry  off  Mr.  Dudley  with  me, 
and  lo  take  core  of  him  on  the  road.  I  have 
written  three  letters  and  a  note  in  a  liurry  to-<tuy, 
that  I  might  have  viritten  at  lebore  to-morrow. 
1  liave  beaten  Lovel  at  billiard*,  knowing  tliat 
nobody  would  beat  him  for  a  week  to  come.  In 
short,  I  hare  said  I  will  go— and  now  I  am  to  avoucli 
of  my  resolution,  what  the  Irisli  do  of  tlicir  bulls, 
tbat  there  was  a  meaning  in  it  after  all,  but  that  it 
chanced  to  prove  an  inverted  one." 
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*<  He  !«  a  spoiled  child,  my  dear  motlier,"  said 
Sir  Hubert,  good  hutnourcdly ;  "  lie  mii«t  liave  his 
way.  I  liavc  a  shrewd  iuspicion,  too,  tlmt  lie  sets 
himself  thtM  pertinaciously  to  the  despatch  of  busi- 
ness, that  he  may  have  plenty  of  time  for  pleasure 
afierwanU." 

Lady  Mornin^lon  said  nothing;  farther ;  and  the 
appeaiwice  of  Mr.  Dudley  was  hailed  ns  a  relief 
by  all. 

De  Grey  kept  his  word — early  on  tlie  ensuing 
day  he  left  Mornington,  along  with  Mr.  Dudley. 

Of  Mr.  Dudley,  it  may  be  as  well  to  muke  some 
tnenlion  here.  He  was  a  gentlemanly  man,  in  tlie 
meridian  of  life;  not  handsome  perhaps,  and  yet 
carrying  with  him  that  sort  of  air,  which  inclined 
many,  for  want  of  some  other  term,  to  call  him  so. 
In  youth  lie  had  lookc<l  on  life  from  a  point  of  view 
by  no  means  so  litvourablc  as  that  from  which  he 
was  enabled  to  gtuncc  at  it  now.  The  younger 
son  of  nn  ancient  Yorkshire  ikmily,  where  the  pro> 
perty  was  strictly  entailed,  he  had  been  warned, 
eren  in  boyhood,  that  he  luul  to  make  his  way  to 
fortune.  Acute,  fond  of  argument,  sufficiently 
ready  at  expression  —  that  which  appeared  hts 
natural  destination,  became  aliio  Im  choice,  and  be 
commenced  bis  studies  for  tlie  bar.  These  studies 
were  just  completed,  and  tlie  arena  entered  by  the 
young  competitor,  when  his  eldest  brother  died. 
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Had  it  M  clisDccd  Utat  liiia  weal  liad  found 
Dudley  a  little  fiutlicr  cm  th«  road  to  fiun«,  he 
ought  luve  wldrened  luttiKlTidJl  to  the  surmount- 
ing of  tlio*e  difficulties  Omt  be*et  Iitm.  A»  it  wms, 
ke  had  tasted  nothing  but  the  fatigues  of  a  profc^ 
nooi  whose  couiiaeiicetneat  is  proverbially  iabo- 
riouB.  lie  found  tliat,  year  after  year,  lie  should 
Iral  cittke  oni;  of  a  crowd ;  beBtdes,  the  i^pedea  of 
ATifument  in  which  he  delighted  was  rather  cako- 
Iat4!d  to  make  inpreHioa  in  the  chwet,  than  to 
ftriko  cunrictioD  on  the  court.  Me  haui,  iiot  exactly 
the  ghyneai  of  scbolanhip,  but  a  portion  of  its 
uiffncM ;  he  <ras  deficient  in  the  art  of  persuasion ; 
having  studied  oratory  as  a  science,  he  knew  not 
bi>ir  lo  press  it  into  the  service  of  die  passtona. 
If  be  conceived  a  position  to  be  tcnabU-,  it  was 
icarcely  powtble  to  convince  him  that  tbcre  were 
ooGonons  when  it  would  co&t  too  much  to  maintain 
ii:  and  once  having  ordered  the  ^rrison  to  its 
duty,  be  would  nut  bear  of  a  surrcniler.  He  was, 
in  shorJ,  ooe  wbo  would  tread  on  obstacles,  but 
who  would  not  go  a  step  out  of  bis  way  to  avoid 
them. 

Witb  these  habits  of  action — this  mannerism  of 
the  minil^it  was  perhaps  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that 
Mr.  Dudley,  witli  all  bis  talent — and  lulent  undoubt- 
edly be  had,  though  be  liud  disciptiiKHl  it  out  of  its 
elasticity— should  consent  to  a  compromise  witb 
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fortune.  He  BufTOTcd  himself  to  be  in8tntlc<l  us  bis 
fetlifr's  bcir,  and  li«  submitted  to  r«si)(n  u  diiim, 
which  it  would  havu  coKt  biin  time  aitd  trouble  to 
pursue.  IIU  father  died,  and  [he  expectations  of 
the  heir  were  merged  in  the  rights  of  the  poit-iessor. 

When  at  college,  he  had  been  the  chosen  inti- 
mate of  Sir  Hubert  Momington.  Stationed  as 
each  at  length  found  himself,  in  tlie  centre  of 
those  duties  and  those  pleasures  natural  to  the 
opulent  landowncrf  ant)  the  polished  gciitlcmao, 
the  intimacy  ha<l  never  been  renewed — when  the 
death  of  ft  di«t»nt  relation  put  Mr.  Dudley  in 
poweMton  of  n  small  but  romantic  estate,  on  the 
border*  of  Uloucestcrxhire.  It  was  to  be  expectetl, 
of  course,  tliat  Mr.  Dudley  should  take  the  earlie»t 
convenient  opportunity  of  visiting  this  property; 
and  tlic  wish  to  do  so  was  considerably  enhanoed,  . 
by  the  recollection  lliat  he  should  thus  find  himself  ^| 
in  the  vicinity  of  his  enrly  friend.  To  Forest  " 
Lodge  therefore,  Mr.  Dudley  went;  and  in  two  j 
days  after  bU  arrival,  he  rode  over  to  Momington  ^| 
Hall.  It  is  needless  to  say  how  he  found  himself 
received. 

Tlie  distance  between  Moniington  Hall  and 
Forest  Lodge,  was  just  tliut  which  proved  in  the 
en<l  tlie  most  agreeable  dtKiance  imaginable  to 
Mr.  Dudley.  A  Bpiriled  horse  carried  him  over 
the  ground  in  about  tlirec  hours'  time ;  tlie  ride 
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not  long  f-magb  to  lire  either  tlie  bone  or 
Ittnt ;  but  it  wM  BufGciently  I«o^  for  Sir  Hubert 
10  pronounce  as  a  iKiug  impowible,  tbp  cont«iiipU- 
tion  of  a  return.  Al  fint,  Diullcy  stayed  bat  a 
ooaple  of  days  at  Moruiogton.  lie  had  bcvn  used 
to  bave  bb  time  at  bin  o»-a  diqwNl)  and  IkC  bad 
about  bin  do  small  portion  of  the  metJiodinJ 
comtancy  of  baebclorabip.  Tbere  was  scarcely 
tine  for  bin,  beddes,  to  excbange  dicao  babits 
for  otbert — old  aHOciuioiu  called  btm  bock  into 
Yorktbire. 

Tbe  racceeding  year  Ue  repaired  again  to  Forett 
Lodge,  and,  as  a  matter  of  course,  be  resumed  bil 
old  ridea  to  Momington.  l*be  clianning  days  of 
Bommer  seemed  to  bave  their  efiect  on  Dudley. 
Perhaps  it  might  be  too  hot  to  ride  back  to  Forest 
Lodge  on  the  day  he  bad  appointed ;  but,  never- 
tbdcts,  be  did  not  quarrel  with  the  siimmer. 
Neither  did  he  object  to  pass  tbe  winter  evenings 
at  Momington;  even  alUiougb  it  was  |>os»iblc  that 
a  heavy  fall  of  snow  m^ht  bold  him  prisoner  for  a 
week  or  a  fortn^t  at  a  time.  He  sent  orders  to  hCa 
agent  to  collect  his  York&hire  rents  ;  be  made  addi- 
ttooa  to  Forv»t  Lodge — many  of  them  elegant,  and 
■U  of  them  expensive ;  and  aa  if  to  cheat  tlie  world 
into  a  belief  that  be  read  lu  much  as  ever,  a  point 
whicb  was  strongly  doubte<i  by  l>e  Grey,  ho  bciU 
to  London  for  books,  tlicologieal,  moral,  uitil  [wliU- 
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cal,   and   bouglit,   At  Clieltciibiun,   otiion  that   it 
pleased  liim  to  select  biiDSclf. 

It  might  be,  that  from  the  perusal  of  some  of 
tbc»c  lust,  Mr.  Dudley  acquired  his  complimentary 
style ;  certuinly  there  vas,  at  this  period,  a  chaoge 
both  in  himself  and  bis  conveTsadoo. 

Tlias  far  as  regards  Dudley.  His  departure, 
and  that  of  Do  Grey,  had  scarcely  ceased  to  be 
talked  of,  when  Sir  Hubert  received  intiuiatioti  of 
the  actual  anival  of  Lord  Mcldon,  at  the  scat  of 
bis  ancestors. 

It  may  be  imagined  witli  what  pleasurable  anx- 
iety Horatia,  on  tlie  following  morning,  awaited 
(be  return  of  her  fatlier  from  the  viut  be  paid 
at  Temple  Bourne.  At  length  the  expectation 
was  fulfilled.  She  started  up  from  bcr  harp,  leav- 
ing the  beautiful  melody  she  had  been  calling 
fortlir  trembling  on  iu  strings,  and  sprang  forward, 
like  a  young  untelopo,  to  meet  liSm. 

"Slay,  my  child,"  said  I.ady  Morntngton,  "your 
papa  will  be  here  immediately.  It  will  give  me 
pleasure  also  to  bear  the  account  of  bis  visit" 

"  But  be  will  not  know  we  are  here,"  tidd 
Horatia ;  "  or  he  will  go  to  the  library,  and  tiioii  I 
shall  not  like  bo  intrude  on  him.  Ob,  let  me  go 
and  bring  him  in  I "  She  looked  pleadingly  at  Lady 
Morningtont  and  the  smile  answered  her,  as  »he 
wished  to  be  answerctl. 
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Gracefully — liffbtJy — rapidly,  she  rati  froin  tho 
aptrtmeot  Inamintit*  or  twu  slie  rernrncd,  Iter 
haai  in  tfaat  nf  li^  fiiibcr. 

"  And  now  mjr  dear,  dear  papa,"  tSto  taUl,  ilratr* 
ini;  liim  to  n  cbair.  and  seating  herself  on  his  knee, 
"  now  vou  must  tell  grsndmamma,  tou  must  tell 
yonrown  Horatia,eref)r(Jibf;,  yea,  every  tliinj;  about 
yavr  visit  at  Temple  Bourne.  Doea  Eleanor  remem- 
ber me  u  well  as  I  remember  her?  But  1  am  sure 
ibedoM;  «ht  told  me  slie  sboald  not  forget  me.  Is 
ibebeaulifal?  Is  she  as  tall  a*  I  am  ?  What  colour 
is  her  bair  ?  Did  she  speak  to  you  much  ?  Ub  !  I 
m  BO  inpatieDt  to  bear  whether  you  lilced  ber." 

"  ftliat,  if  I  should  choose,  my  love,  to  attend 
to  the  rulffl  of  precedence,  and  speak  of  Lord  or 
Lady  Me!<loii,  before  I  launch  out  in  praise  of 
their  daughter  ?  However,  you  must  be  humoured 
■MPttiroei.  Mhi  Belleisle,  pcrhsp*,  but  1  am  not 
nrc,  ia  rather  graceful  than  beautiful ;  she  is  tail, 
very  tall ;  her  eyes  are  the  most  expressive  I  evoi 
■aw^^Jark,  spedtinii;,  melancholy  eyes — eyes  thai 
a  yosng  man  would  make  love  to.  You  a»k  if 
■be  spoke  mucli  to  me  ?  I  do  not  tliink  tlial  she  did ; 
yet  there  was  something  so  soolhiug  in  the  tone  of 
her  voice,  something  so  interesting^  in  the  style  of 
her  address,  titat  it  seemed  to  nc  us  if  she  was 
particular  in  her  attentions  to  me.  1  «aid  her  eyrn 
were  melancholy  ones ;  I  cannot  pronounw;  whether 
VOL.  I.  r. 
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tbiti  melanclioly  m  a  part  only  of  their  Bofhiess,  or 
whether  U  hu  been  tauglit  to  them  hy  grief.  The 
rery  doubt  reiiden  her  ^scinaling.  You  ciinnot 
pity  her,  for  yoii  are  not  aware  that  the  oompoaMOo 
i*  reijuired ;  but  feeling  inclined  to  pity  her,  you 
learo  to  1o«k  on  her  with  uii  iiivotiintiiry  sympathy, 
whicl),  baring  in  it  nothing  of  pain,  KCins  a«  if  it 
were  the  o^>ring  of  admiration,  rather  than  of  a 
sentiiaent  part  of  whose  essence  is  weiikncM." 

'*  \<>a  waiil  she  wm  not  beautiful,  Hubert," 
Lady  Momington  remarked;  "  cxMild  slie  overhear 
your  description  of  her,  however,  I  think  we  might 
presume  slie  vroukl  feel,  not  only  the  consciousness, 
but  tlie  complacency  of  beauty." 

"  I  do  not  know,"  said  Sir  Hubert,  laughtag, 
"  that  I  ought  to  dispute  n  la<ly's  judgment  in  un 
affair  like  tliiit;  and  yet  I  should  be  tempted  to 
imagine,  that  any  commendation  of  mine  could  add 
little  to  the  triumphs  of  one  accustomed  to  listen  to 
the  voice  of  homiige  in  courtt;  and  who,  perhaps, 
poor  thing !  has  by  this  time  learned  its  hoUowneRs." 

"  Atid  you  told  Lady  Meldon,  papa,  that  grand- 
mamma and  I  were  only  waiting  to  cull,  till  we 
thought  she  had  recoveretl  the  fiuigues  of  her 
journey  ?" 

"  1  did  so.  Lady  Meldon  profeated  tlie  most 
polite  anxiety  for  the  renewal  of  the  acquaintance. 
Louijt  would  have  tsuid,  alio  professed  this  somewhat 
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lugiiidlvi — but  tlmt  ia  li«r  ftwnner.  Lord  Mfldoti 
ule<l,  and  bowed : — by-tbe-byCi  He  nid  he  rein«ro- 
bered  you  well,  my  ilurling^." 

"And  Eleanor?"  asked  Honda. 

"  Gleaaor — I  entreat  tier  pardon — the  fiimiliarlty 
is  allowable  in  you ;  I  un  not  so  far  pririle^l — 
Mt«  Belleinle  moved  acrom  ibe  room,  and  In  her 
low  sweet  voice,  asked  me  many  quentioni)  iilioiic  yott. 
Then  she  spoke  aS  I^uu;  slie  asked  vriiellier  he 
wa«  with  09  now?  Huw  he  liked  his  appotntment? 
&c.  &£■  On  ny  honour,  never  for  yrnrs  did  I 
frri  myself  bo  inclined  to  he  elo<]ti«nt  la  favour  of 
ny  danghtec  and  my  brother." 

Horatia  looked  up  at  the  sparkling  cotintenanoe 
of  her  bther.  "  Of  one  thin^,  nt  loaat,  1  am  aotis- 
Kcd — thai  whether  Lout*  will  like  Eleanor  or  not, 
you  like  her,  papa.  O,  how  glad  I  am  Lord  Mel- 
don  b  relnrned  to  Temple  Bourne  I  Do  yon  think 
we  might  cnU  there  the  day  after  to-morrow? 
Lady  Mcldon  i«  not  an  invalid  now.  Yn,  we 
must  go.     [  see  you  mean  us  to  go,  papa." 

"  And  now  I  nratt  abaolutely  run  nway  from  you, 
my  love ;  I  Iiave  a  letter  of  im|H>rUinci'  to  write, 
and  it  moftt  be  dispatched  to  day." 

Saying  thin.  Sir  Hubert  rose  and  retired,   !>bortly 
after,   Horatia  ran  lo  visit  her  coiwervatory ;  and 
Lady  Mornington,  with  »low  and  meditative  step, 
retreated  in  an  oppotute  direction. 
E  2 
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Still  lo  tM  Dlore  undoaa  I" 


inquiiiDg — 

r 

Tbe  Kohah  Father. 


"  We'll  both  ailend  upon  your  Imdyahip." 

Two  GENTI.IIIEN  or  Vebona. 

"  Pbtu  that  become  thee  happily  ■oough. 

And  in  iiicb  eye>  u  ours  sppetr  not  Taulti ; 

But  where  thou  art  not  known,  why,  ihere  they  ihow 

Something  loo  liberol." 

Merchant  of  Vekice. 

At  length  the  period  so  desired  by  Horatia 
arrived.  She  went  with  Lady  Mornington  to 
Temple  Bourne.  It  is  not  necessary  to  describe 
minutely  either  the  first  impressions  of  Horatia,  as 
called  forth  during  tliis  visit  of  ceremony,  or  those 
sentiments  which  gradually  came  over  her  in  the 
course  of  the  familiar  interviews  that  succeeded. 
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tolfl  Eleanor,  with  a  itntle,  that  nich  niut  b« 
to  tL?  other  wbst  >h«  hsd  bcon  in  childhood ;  and 
Eleanor,  with  a  imiJv  m  affectionate,  tJiuugli  not  t» 
playful*  declared  her  witUngnew  to  accede  to  the 
pnipoaaL 

So  rapid  u  the  progreM  of  reaiale  intiiittey  In 
g«B«ral,  and  w  rapid  in  tht>  inttoocc,  ■•  in  otbm, 
wen  tbe  novenieiiu  of  Honitia'k  eager  and  con- 
fiding heart,  that  ere  the  week  which  De  (jrey  had 
named  as  the  period  of  bU  absence  bad  elapsed,  all 
tlie  tmita  that  dtstingiiifthed  him  were  itnpaited, 
along  witli  a  hundred  other  little  graceful  detail*, 
to  the  heiress  of  Teiii|>lc  Bounie.  Lady  Moin- 
faigton  tbouglit  of  him  mach  during  Uits  abort 
■facence— eo  much,  that  she  considered  it  a  long 
ooe.  The  day  preceding  that  on  whidi  be  was 
expected  bade  at  Mornington,  Eleanor  paid  a  visit 
there.  Horatia  knew  tliat  Temple  Bourne  was 
about  to  becone  the  oeat  of  festive  hu«ipiialtty,  nnA 
■he  thanked  Eleanor,  for  devoting  to  her  and  friend- 
ship, the  last  quiet  bours  that  for  the  preaeiit  re- 
muined  to  her.  It  occurred  uU  at  onoe  to  Horatta, 
that  an  opportunity,  ss  favourable  aa  that  which 
now  offered  itself  fur  frank  communication,  ought 
not  to  he  nefrlccu-d :  be,  too,  of  whom  she  wished 
to  i^eak,  and  regarding  wliooi  slie  liad  much  to  ask, 
his  arriral  was  daily  looked  for  at  Muniington. 

Ail  r  thought  Moratia,   "  Eleanor  ulways  ex- 

E  a 
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pects  me  to  speak  firU.  It  ia  better,  loo,  that  1 
sliould  t«ll  li«r  all  before  Louis  ralunts — wc  shall 
be  alone  and  aii  interrupted — grand  main  ma  is  not 
well;  1  will  ^ive  orders  tluit  no  one  Mhall  be 
admitted." 

Was  it  possible  tliat  ufter  such  a  train  of  thought 
Horatia  should  not  form  her  resolution  ?  She  not 
only  fofiued  it,  but  she  kept  it. 

It  was  in  a  delightful  little  drawing-room,  whtdt 
slie  loved  to  call  her  own,  and  whose  tasteful  deco- 
rations corresponded  with  her  own  graccfulnci^  and 
the  elegance  of  her  occupations,  tliut  Horutiu  laid 
before  Eleanor  the  secret  of  her  destiny  and  die 
hbtory  of  her  tiearL  With  ann»  flung  around  the 
neck  of  her  friend,  tthe  hurried  through  a  narrative 
90  interesting  to  herself,  and  to  her  to  whom  it  was 
confided.  A  pause  of  some  moments  succeeded; 
it  WBH  broken  by  Horatia. 

**  Lleanor,  dear  Eleanor — and  you  do  not  speak 
to  m«.  I'erliaps — U  no — you  do  not  tlnnk  I  ntn 
to  blame  in  tellii>g  you  this  i  He  wa»  expected— 
and  tlien,  besides,  Louis  comes  to-morrow  ;  and 
ihuugh  I  sin  not  afruiil  of  Louis,  if —if  I  had  not 
warned  you  beforehand — or  you  might  have  accused 
mc  of  reserve;  and  when  once  anything  is  to  be 
done,  it  i»  better  <lone  at  once.     Don't  yon  think 

BO?" 

Still   Eleanor  said    nothing.       Horatia    hardly 
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noti«^  tbe  sil^Dce  now ;  At  had  become  cloqueat, 
>im)  occupied  in  the  ezpremon  of  those  rrmoits  Ui 
whid)  she  wM  wiltiiig  to  refer  the  dbetaeare  of  brr 
fe«lingB.  It  bad  not  be«n  easy  lo  nudto  the  con- 
fiiirntfv,  but  it  was  buth  vits)'  und  pleasant  to  uUt 

50f  it  when  made. 
"  Ami  1  wished,  also,"  the  nid,  carnmngl^, 
"to  hear  what  you  thought  of  Lord  UaiUngiiani. 
You  hare  leen  him  at  Vienna  ?" 
"  Yes,  wc  ofli-n  saw  bim  at  Vienna." 
"Ami  wimt  did  you  Uiink  of  him?  Wliat  did 
Lord  MetdoQ  think  of  him?  for  thtKigh  I  might 
lore  to  listen  to  your  opinion  best)  it  ia  but  wi«e  to 
try  and  leam  what  men  think  of  men,  when  we 
anr  anxiooa  to  bear  all  the  tmtli.  Papa  luu  often 
biltl  me  ihnL  Do  not  my  tliat  I  tire  you — hut  he 
b  comiftf;  so  too<i,  so  very  aooii— and  consider  wlmi 
iitfliience  your  opinion  must  liave  on  met  You 
have  seen  bo  much  more  of  the  world  than  I  have 
done.  How  strange  !  I  bad  lulf  forgotten  to  ^ihoiv 
you  his  picturo." 

Uoratia  took  frotn  au  ivory  cabinet  the  minia- 
ture entrusted  to  her  by  her  father.  She  opened 
it,  and  Ud  it  softly  on  Eleanor's  hand,  retain- 
ing it  partiidly,  lioivevcr,  in  one  of  her  own. 
"  Would  you  luivt'  known  lhi«  to  be  meant  for 
Lord  I-Iasliiigluun  ?" 

•*  Known  I     The  likencw  is  striking— beautiful 
E  4 
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— it  b  hlDuelf:  the  oountenaDCe,  the  exprenion, 
tli«  sbape  of  the  tJirotU,  the  fall  of  the  shoulder, 
«ll,  all  ara  exact,  nU,  itll  ara— "  and  Eleatior 
patued  in  hvr  description- 

*'  You  mean,"  said  Uoratia,  smiling;,  >'  that 
frerythii^  is  as  beautiful  in  th«  picture  us  it  is  id 
(be  original.  Is  not  tluit  right  ?  1  was  alnio«t 
afraid  tho  artj»t  might  hare  flnttorod  him.  Not," 
added  slie*  laitghiii)?,  "  tliat  that  would  liave  signi- 
ficd  at  all,  but  it  would  have  b«en  a  disappointment 
at  6rsL" 

**  And  Lord  HuKlingham  scut  this  picture  for 
yonr  accepUupcV" 

'■  O  no,  he  did  not  send  it  to  in« — iwt  exactly 
at  least.  He  could  not  have  ventured  on  such  a 
step,  witliout  papa's  permission ;  but  [wpa  did  not 
keep  it  long  himself.  And  was  Lord  Hastingbam 
very  much  admired  at  Vienna?" 

"  Ho  WTW." 

"  And  you  said  you  saw  him  often  ?  Was  Lord 
Meldon  intimate  witli  him?" 

"  .At  one  time  he  wwt.  The  intinuiC)'  was 
broken  off  somewhat  suddenly,  a  short  time  before 
Lord  Hastingliain  (luiileil  Viciuin." 

"  And  why  was  it  broken  oS'f"  u»ked  Honitia. 

*'  1  do  not  know ;  at  least,  I  do  not  know  exactly. 
My  (atlier's  opinion  of  Lord  IlasJinghara  continued 
what  it  had  ever  been.     Lord  Ilaslingham  himself 
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make  him  quite  well  agata.  Papa  wisJi«3  Le  may 
mire  before  we  buve  otlicr  company.  Not  but 
what  wc  arc  iii  general  rutlier  quiot^  on  uccouiit  of 
grand matnms.  Tluit  would  be  plo>uaiit«r  for  me, 
you  know,"  And  ttgiait  Horatia  (pressed  lier 
friend. 

Many  were  the  entreaties  made  lo  Eleanor,  and 
front  every  quarter  dUl  tliey  come,  to  stay  at  Mor> 
niiigton  till  tlie  morrow.  She  said  it  woulil  have 
given  her  great  pleasure  to  accede  to  the  request, 
but  that  she  wa§  expected  back  at  Temple  Bourne. 

"  1  wished  Eleanor  to  liave  stayed  to  see  Louis," 
suid  Horatia,  as  Lord  Meklon's  carriage  <lrove  from 
tbc  door ;  "  but  those  perverse  Fates  of  which  he 
talked  tlic  other  day,  seem  to  bare  returned  to 
tbeir  old  office,  on  purpose  to  torment  me," 

The  pretty  smile  widi  wbicb  Horatia  talked  of  I 
lier  dts^pointmeiit,  would  liave  amiutttd  l)e  Grey 
rather  more,  could  be  but  bave  seen  it,  than   the 
contretems  which  she   lamented  would   bave  dta- 
tressed  him. 

The  nejtt  morning  De  (irey  returned,  and  on 
the  succeeding  one,  he  was  fairly  forced  to  accom- 
pany kb  brother  to  Temple  Bourne. 

Tbey  went  early,  and  it  so  chanced  that  there 
were  no  other  visitors  (here  when  l}iey  arrived. 
This  was  a  chance  Uuit  De  Grey  bad  deprecated 
beforehand,  and  he  submitted  to  it  witJi  a  sort  of 
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mtnul  ungtndoiMncw  now.  L«dj^  MpIiIod,  too, 
<nw  alone  on  thvjr  enlranci>.  D«  Orry  Lhgaght ' 
of  Lord  MeLdon,  wtd  hta  silence ;  of  Eleanor,  anal 
ber  conrtlioeas.  R«  would  Imve  ralkeil  t»  Lord 
Mrldoti,  em  hiwi  hv  (i4>L  Miswcnid  Iitm ;  l)(<  would 
Iiave  taken  itivlter  in  the  young  laily'x  oourtlinf h  : 
but  it  availed  bim  little  to  consider  what  hi* 
woalH  bare  done;  ihe  fad  of  his  unlocky  dentiny 
wai  before  bim,  in  the  form  of  I^y  Meldon. 

Her  U(l}-)ili!p  left  him  no  cscM|>e.  She  luul  been 
in  the  lint  tnaUnee  all  complaisance  to  Sir  Hubert, 
and  the  be^an — in  compliment  still,  it  must  be 
oonfiMwd,  to  Sir  Hubert — to  make  the  moat  ela- 
borate preparatioM  to  entertain  De  Grey.  She 
mentioned  tliat  her  daughter  was  out  riding,  and 
that  she  regretted  particularly  that  tliU  should  be 
the  case  jtwt  now.  She  reminded  De  Grey  that 
they  bad  met  at  Paris :  a  drcumstance  to  which 
De  Grey  bore  testimony  by  a  most  acquiescent 
bow.  She  said  tluit  Lord  McIdon  would  be  ex- 
tremely happy  to  see  him;  that  they  ah ou Id  boih| 
be  delighted  if  he  favotired  them  by  ri<liti^  fre* 
qt»ently  over  to  Temple  Bourne ;  revertcil  to  the 
sabjoct  of  the  meeting  at  Paris,  and  lamented  that 
ber  suite  of  health  at  the  time  bad  prerented  her 
paying  htm  thoae  Btlenlions,  wliicli,  otherwise,  it 
would  have  given  ber  the  greatest  pleiuiute  to  have 
paid.  In  thia  strain  was  Lady  Mcldon  proceeding, 
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I^tig  US  it  were  Uirou^b  Uic  piux*  of  po1itcn«M| 
with  the  nuMt  delicate  predion  an<l  the  tnoRt 
perfect  ooirectnvss,  wleii  Uie  enlrance  of  Iter  lord 
gtive  a  cliang;e  to  the  conversalion. 

Lon)  Mvldvn  bud  tliat  clay  beeu  rntlicr  perplcxet)* 
by  tlie  perusal  of  »oiii«  eoiittiiiUctoty  political  re- 
ports, ill  tbfl  newspapers  tbat  were  laid  upoir  the 
brcakfest  bible.  ^lo  was  particularly  anxious  to 
vlidl  the  opinions  of  Sir  Hubert,  but  liu  ho«itutv4l 
M  to  tbe  eligibility  of  dviii^  so,  tinlcus  in  private. 
He  knew  tliat  Lady  Mcldon  Itatcd  polities — atleast 
tbat  slie  profeiAcd  to  do  »o.  He  was  bimself 
conscious  uTrefttrwnt  in  llie  presence  of  a  stranger; 
the  rery  address  of  De  Grey  bad  startled  him ; 
not  tbat  it  was  by  any  means  as  animated  as  usual ; 
in  short.  Lord  Mcldon  wJahed  himself  out  of  the 
drawing- room. 

He  drew  hit  chair  nearer  to  Sir  Hubert's,  and 
beg;an  to  touch  on  the  borders  of  the  Aubjeot  that 
occupied  him;  and  then,  intcrruptint^  himself, 
tunicd,  with  a  sort  of  nerrous  poliloncss,  to  Do 
Grey.  At  Iwt,  when  he  perceived  tliat  Lady  MeU 
dou  was  really  exerting  borself,  and  playing  tJie 
agreeable  to  the  strangvr,  he  reUirued  to  tlic  sub- 
ject be  bad  ()uitted.  Lord  Mcldon  did  orery  tiling 
ijuielly ;  it  was  always  his  aim  to  escape  tlie  obser- 
vation of  others.  He  led  Sir  Hubert  to  a  window, 
and  pointed  out  to  him  the  beauty  of  a  new,  which 
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tbey  luul  admirvd  togethvr  ■  bunclre<t  lioica  htfore. 
Tbere  w&a  do  ncccaairy  coonciUxi  betwewi  Um 
rtew  and  tlie  ninistry ;  but  Lord  Meltlon  went, 
wbat  T>e  Grey  wotiM  bitvc  callwl  innocently,  from 
tht  one  to  (lie  otfa«r.  He  continued  to  leiul  Sir 
Hubert  on;  and  in  rctrogmding  from  the  win- 
dow, tbey  appro«cbcd  the  door — tiio  point  wu 
gained. 

De  Orey  had  talked  of  taking  up  puaiuon*,  hut 
be  had  not  contemplated  finding  liinuelf  in  the  one 
be  now  occupied.  He  had  been  already  aomewfaat 
wearied  by  Lady  Mctdon's  oomplaiMuioo;  it  was 
□ow  lua  hbe  to  bear  the  bunlea  of  it  aloiiiy.  "  And 
the  jest  is,"  said  be  to  himself)  *'  that  all  her  lady- 
sbip'a  aUcniioiM  to  mo,  wore  meant  to  propitiate 
Hubert.  She  is  bunched  on  ber  lair  weather  ex- 
curMOO,  and  the  siuls  being  trimmed,  bIic  thinks  it 
as  well  to  fo  on.  Tlicn,  all  at  once,  it  occurs  lu 
Imtt,  that  the  u»ed  to  dtglike  me,  and  the  begins  to 
coiHider  whether  she  may  not  veer  a  little. 
Her  bead  acheii  already.  Alai !  for  Iter  and  for  me  1 
We  are  bound  to  tlus  martYrdom.  Would  to 
bearen  the  young  laity  would  glide  in  and  unbind 
us)  I  must  have  studied  the  start  wiUiout  know- 
ing it— 'tlicy  have  dcrigns  on  Hubert.  Well,  bo  it 
M>;  1  will  do  whiil  I  can  to  forward  bin  interest. 
Tbe  opportunity  b  excellent." 

"  Pray,  Mr.  De  Grey,'*  said  Lady  Moldon,  «  can 
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you  ipform  me,  when  Lord  Haslingham  is  expected 
nt  Morniugtoii?" 

**  In  tliv  course  of  tlic  n«xt  t«ii  days,  ecrtainljr ;" 
wsH  the  rejily. 

"  Aud  he  travels  through  France,  I  believe?" 

**  So  lio  wrote  my  brother  word;  for  my  own 
part,  1  (ttiotild  hare  tboiiglit  a  sea  voyiige  adviitablc 
for  lihn." 

"  Htit  t1>o»e  venels  at  Leghorn  t"  said  Lady 
MeldoR,  with  an  air  of  restrained  disgust. 

**  That  we  have  not  always  the  benefit  of  choice, 
I  lun  ready  to  ailmit,"  »ai<l  l)e  Grey ;  "  but  that 
is  tlie  case  at  other  placM  !u  well  a»  at  L^liora." 

"  I^rd  Ha»lin;rliani,  of  course,  makes  no  stay 
at  Paris?" 

"  I  believo  not;  in  fact,  ure  »hull  all  be  dtmp- 
pointed  if  hv  do««." 

"  Hb  lord»liip  U  a  person  of  infinite  merit," 
said  Lady  Meldon.  *'  Rather  reserved,  rather 
stately,  but  stil),  decidedly  attraciivv.  There  was 
ootliing  UiBt  could  possibly  fatigue  one  in  Lord 
Ilasliiiglum ;  a»d  yet  he  was  clever,  very  clever." 

I>c  Grey  smiled.  "  Your  Laily«hi|i  aaiumes  it 
aa  a  bet,  tliat  clever  men,  iii  general,  are  not  to  be 
tolerated?" 

><  I  mmnt  Aomeltiing  of  that  sort,  I  dare  say," 
said  Lady  Meldon.  "  I  dislike  clever  men;  1  do 
not  under^taixt  them ;  I  cannot  be  at  the  trouble 
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bT  imdcntaudiiij;  Uiem.  But  th^n  may  Im  perBou, 
you  koovr,  of  gwnt  ftbiliiy;  wlio,  for  ilie  wk*  of 
tiieir  auuiofM— «r — in  titan " 

"  I  awiiiirtce,"  sid  De  Grey,  ••  la  tlip  full  foree 
of  tbe  ilistinctiDt) — I  mlorc  Uie  arutocratiail  i-lnni* 
fickDDn — I  tun  a  lovprof  all  liindniftrks — I  wasboro 
Bilc^Kit.  There  is  9ome(Iiiu|;  portical  in  de«pot- 
ini,  provided  always  it  be  of  the  courtly  kind;  it 
ii  h  conbioation  of  tlie  iiopasuig  and  die  stem — 
gold  laid  upon  iron." 

Lady  Meldon  was  toinewliat  ttartled,  not  at  tbo 
HDtunent,  but  at  t]ie  manner  iu  which  it  wm  ei> 
preaMiL 

"You  see  Utile  change  in  my  brother,  1  should 
ifflagine?"  said  Dc  Grey. 

C"  None  in  the  least,  I  ihink." 
I  "  Thus  is  it  cter,"  reMime<i  De  Grey.  "  The 
laod&ome  face  remaiiia  much  tlie  sutnc ;  its  smile* 
keep  it  In  preservation.  Tor  tbe  ugly  one,  it 
ilblet  mpidly  down  tbe  hill  of  life,  in  its  own 
\  Lady  Meldon,  rocorerin|{  from  her  svooad  fit  of 
Burpriie,  reverlcil,  npitarently  willingly  enough,  to 
the  im|ilied  allusion  of  De  Gi^y.  "  I  certainly 
al»ay*  thought  Sir  Hubert  MorniiigloD  a  particu- 
larly Imndsome  man." 

»  1  have  somctimca  regretted,"  said  Dc  Grey, 
M  juid  iiftcn  have  1  wondcrwl,  tlwl  my  brollier,  ere 
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tliis,  has  not  married  a^'iii.  In  fact,  1  Uok  upon 
it  as  scarwiy  allowable,  in  tliose  who  coutd  make 
marriage  pic'jisant,  to  rent  satisfiod  with  rendering 
•ingle  life  agreeable.  I  consider  this  a  species  of 
treason  against  tlic  Hcnnbilitivs;  and  the  senHibiltties 
are  not  to  be  trifled  witb.  Queens  regnant  never 
are." 

**  You  have  very  high  spirits.  Mr.  Dc  Grey," 
said  Lady  Mcldon,  rather  slinnking  as  she  and  lio. 

"  1  am  delighted  to  be  thus  oompliroetited," 
nid  De  Grey.  "  I  call  It  »  compliment,  for  a 
gentleman  esteems  it  a  point  gained,  if  a  lady  con- 
descends to  uuticc  wLetlier  ho  lias  any  spirit*,  or 
none  nt  nil.  Lovers,  I  believe,  prefer  being  pro- 
noiinccil  in  the  latter  predicament ;  but  I  am  no 
lover.  The  chunict«r  would  Mt  much  more  groce- 
fnlly  on  my  brotlier." 

"  Every  thing  tiitA  gracefully  on  Sir  Hubert," 
remarked  Lady  Meldon. 

"  I'itle,  estates  and  nil,"  added  De  Orey,  care- 
l<Msty>  It ' ks abtent mt  tou/ountort,'  *Utric}iftoni 
toiifimrs  raitmu'  Doe*  it  not  strike  your  lady- 
sliip  so?" 

•*  French  sentiments  never  strike  me.  Besides, 
they  task  tlie  attention;  tbey  l«tigue  me." 

"But  there  b  no  sentiment  here,  at  all  events; 
the  reversal  of  s«-ntiment,  I  tliink." 

"  O  very  likely.     But  I  <li»like— " 
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•*  'riie  rerNM  of  •eotimeni,  m  nitdi «  semthnent 
iuelf?  You  are  an  otlminfr,  then,  neiUter  «f 
Ul^edy  iior  pvitomiinv  ?  You  lure  no  team  for 
ibe  l>«ro  when  ibo  cttrUiii*  hlla,  u  Mil  carUios  do, 
u  th«  moment  when  itiey  ought;  nor  bugliter  for 
dw  clown  when  lie  biU  hiiDself,  at  tJie  very  momant 
1m  ou^btaot?" 

"  Pny  do  not  talk  of  &]!■  i  I  am  always  a  little 
nerrous  when  my  daughter  tak«t  a  long  rido  on 
bantback.  She  w  rather  delicate,  1  am  afraid,  and 
take*  mor«  exercise  than  ia  good  for  lier.  I  have 
Buffered  m  aererely  from  an  impairetl  stala  of 
health  myself,  thiit  I  trace  witli  ularm  iJie  8li|;hte8t 
■ytoptom  of  it  tii  my  daughter." 

"  I  cannot  but  conaider  invaliduro  aa  interesting," 
MJd  I>c  Grey.  <*  I  thought  90  years  ugo,  when 
t^ing  over  the  rvmainM  of  tlie  boojiiDg  cough ;  and 
early  tiu]>re3»ions  arc  nid  to  be  tlie  true  ones, 
f  emiuine  inraliduitn,  too— die  »oft  become  fragile — 
what  heart  may  re«iflt  tlie  appeal  thus  made  to  it  I 
Our  sympathta  lead  on  our  affectiona.  Very  pro- 
per too,  for  uur  affections  know  very  little  about 
|{uidint(  ilteniAclrin.  Men  have  »o  nutiiy  different 
ways  of  falling  In  lore,  m  well  as  of  making  ii. 
Do  not  you  think  so?  Some  are  so  occupied  in 
the  pursuits  of  the  mind,  that  they  forget  a  pursuit 
for  the  heart :  and  yet  tlicre  may  be  a  touch  of  tlie 
chastised  romantic  about  ibcm  too.     My  brother  is 
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one  of  time :  be  is  learned  in  all  that  literature  lias 
of  the  elegant,  Uic  cliivulric,  tbo  refined ;  liis  Hbmry 
bM  an  air  of  lemlcmc^ts  iilmut  it ;  the  vi-ry  hi^torii'S 
took  wtilimeDtal  iii  iho  xuntict.  And  there  he  siw 
king  of  his  ^eies;  indolent,  but  very  tasteful; 
plucid,  hut  willio^  to  be  animated;  hiii)dsom<>,  but 
not  In  lovi! ;  H  great  admirer  of  beauty,  an<l  very 
much  ndmircd  himAetf.  If  tbo  lady  would  have 
come  to  him  in  his  librar)',  to  bo  mode  love  to,  he 
vould  liave  been  niarrie<l  long  ago." 

At  this  instant,  steps  wore  heanl  advaneiiig 
along  tlic  veranda  terrace,  whoac  ample  i^tiade 
enrelo])ed  a  portion  of  the  room  in  which  Lady 
Meldim  and  De  Grey  sat  De  Grey  rose,  for  he 
had  caught  sight  of  Eleanor.  She  advanced ;  and 
fond  as  Lady  Meldon  vim  of  her  duuglilcr,  porhups 
never  hail  her  prcKnoc  been  more  desired  thiui  It 
was  now. 

'*  Mr.  De  Grey,  I  must  do  myself  the  pleasure 
of  introducing  my  daughter  to  you.  It  is  but  lair 
to  consider  you  as  strangeni." 

De  Grey  bowed.     "  I  hope  Mis*  nelleisle  hia 
derived    pleasure    from    her    return    to    Temi 
Bourne?" 

"  Pleasure  I "  said  Eleanor,  with  animation ; 
"  yes,  the  greatest.  How  often  have  1  longed  to 
find  myself  in  its  old  woods  again  I  Is  it  not  almost 
desirable,  Mr.  De  Grey,  to  leave  our  country,  tliat 
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n  may  become  the  more  wiHible  how  dear  it  U 
tolls?" 

"  I  doubt  wketber  I  ougbt  nut  to  dMMtit  from 
IDU,"  nid  De  Grey  ;  *'  were  I  to  act  orlierwue,  1 
might  be  Mipposed  to  advocate  tlm  vxpcdk-ney  of 
•II  parting*.  What !  if  abtence  teadic«  in  to  rm- 
bellisii  fair  thinfpt,  how  are  we  tlio  bappier  tf 
wc  cannot  com«  near  tlicm  f 

•'  But  if  we  (ret  near  tliem  at  tbv  bat,  will  not 
tliat  do?" 

"  Not  always  :  tin'  object  might  be  ehanf^, 
having  fbuw)  ttmc  to  tlL-terioralc,  while  we  were 
eUewbpre;  or  we  ourselrn  might  be  cUanged,  for 
tbnv  are  some  who  generally  find  time  for  that: 
ur  we  might  wish  there  couM  he  u  cliange ;  am) 
tJiat,  perkapH,  in  the-  wont  of  all.  Here,  at  leiwt, 
and  now,"  addml  I>c  Grey,  bowing  gallantly,  and 
glancing  round  the  olcgoot  a]>artment,  and  then  at 
Eleanor,  •*  there  can  be  no  deaire  for  any." 

"  1  amure  you,  Mr.  De  Grey,"  said  Ljuly 
Heldoit,  "  it  waa  with  the  grntt^  Hiti«facti(Ht  wi* 
found  ourselves  again  at  Temple  Bourne.  Hrnvfti 
knowv  it  was  my  wi«b  to  liavi?  returned  here  long 
lines;  but  I  either  found  myHelf  not  equal  to  tlie 
journey,  or  llie  weather  was  bad,  or  we  had  made 
.crnuigetnpnta  for  tbc  winter,  or  ihc  court  bitlU  had 
^begUD ;  in  bust,  you  munt  be  nwure  tlial  tliere  aro 


Iqliently  on  the  ni«re,  when  my  tietio 
compelled  to  stand   still.      'I'his  was  a   h 
monttng  for  tiding,  Sim  Helleisle?" 

**  It  was  indeed.  Riding  is,  of  all  exe 
tliat  wtiicli  I  delight  in  must.  If  my  spiriu  c 
to  he  liigli,  I  tnvc  to  kvap  up  ibcir  littoyan 
tlic  rapidity  of  motion ;  if  tbey  are  low,  I 
wniidvr  over  the  couutry,  and  sootbe  the 
iodulging  them.  Sec  what  on  udruntagv  1  at 
to  riding  over  dancing:  tlie  lulter  suiM  us 
when  o»r  thoughts  arc  luippy  ones." 

"  True,"  Biiid  I)c  Grey  ;  "  dancing  nl 
fuiryi»ni  ;  nothing  M  moftal  as  melancholy^ 
venture  to  intrude  within  its  circle.  All  !j 
have  not  yet  seen  the  light-hearted  Horalia  ^ 
in  the  dance.  1  confers  myself  proud  of  her  i>l 
at  all  times ;  but  when  vLe  tt»iici-s,  1  am  consBj 
reminded  what  otlier  men  must  tliintc  of  her."| 

"  I  wiu  much  struck,"  said  Lady  M^ 
"witli  the  appearance  of  Miss  Moroington,  i 
site  cidled  here.  .She  seems  (o  be  nil  artlefl 
aud  candour."  
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hat  in  ^TBCC  itMlf;  tlia  eudoar  ta  not  simply  a 
quality,  it  is  a  virtue.  You  can  rctui  lier  miiid  In 
bcr  «otiiiteo«iee.'' 

"  8be  is  exuemely  like  Sir  Hubert,"  MUii  L4u!y 
MrUon  t  "  t>ut  aiw  luoka  moro  like  iii»  liitiT 
tintD  his  duglitcr.  Do  you  not  tltlnk  so,  Mr. 
DeGrey?" 

••  Why  mlly,  RMdun,  as  I  liave  alvmyit  bvcu 
■oeintorocd  to  remember  sIm  ma  bis  lUngliler,  tlie 
idea  never  occurred  to  me;  bat  I  doubt  not  yoii 
ore  eorrcet  In  f^ood  time  be  come*  to  catch  tJic 
ache  of  hi*  praittot." 

The  door  opened  as  Do  Gr«y  i^wke,  and  Lord 
Meldon  and  Sir  Hubert  made  their  i^jpearance. 
Sir  Hubert  bad  certainly  n  sincere  esteem  for  I^rd 
MeldoR  ;  but  be  would  not  liave  bcMtated  to  con- 
fesa  that  he  derived  an  infinitely  hvrgcr  [mrlion  of 
entertainment  from  the  conversation,  in  which  be 
now  took  on  animated  [>art,  tlian  he  had  done  from 
the  coafcrcDcc  in  which  he  hod  been  previously 
eognged.  It  was  with  a  feclinf;  of  reluctaiicc  that 
he  at  len^tli  made  his  farewell  how.  Lady  Meldon 
had  risreivnl  him,  bx  was  snid,  with  courtesy ;  und 
neither  ber  usual  habits  of  languor,  nor  the  trial  to 
which  her  nerves  bad  been  subjected  when  »Jic  IiiwI 
been  left  alone  with  De  Grey,  hiul  been  allowed  to 
uitcrfcTc  with  tlic  suavity  of  its  Qow— it  had  held 
its  reign  to  the  last. 


mill  10  dream — Sir  Hubert  rode  in  sil< 
De  Grey  also  was  mute,  it  was  beca 
moralizing  on  the  silence  of  bis  broth 
opinion  entertained  by  Miss  Belleisle,  1 
said  he  to  himself,  "has  reached  him 
tion  :   he  finds  it  particularly  agreeabl 
when  he  is  riding.    Do  I  bUme  bim  ?    '. 
Meldon  is  right:  he  is  quite  young  eno 
lover ;  the  lover  will  sit  on  him  gracefi 
why  only  think  of  it  now  ?" 


CHAPTER  VII. 

"  Tiat  ban  doDB  irell ;  Imfc,  what  tboa  ebc  ibtlt  da  me." 

'Sore,  tbc  match 

Weniich  and  hoDoorabli  i  btiidc*,  the  gvatleman 

Ii  full  of  rirlue,  bounty,  wtHth,  uid  qiuljlie* 

Becoming  tach  •  wile  ai  your  &ir  dai^Wr. 

■  ■  •  •  • 

Now,  therefore,  would  I  bava  ihee  lo  m;  tutor. 
How  and  which  waj  I  may  bettow  mjrietf. 
To  be  regarded  in  her  auD-bright  eye." 

Two  QaaTLiHtH  or  Vuoha. 

The  bonis  bad  glided  gaily  on,  and  one  morning 
J)e  Grey  suddenly  entered  the  libnuy,  where  Sir 
Hubert  sat  writing. 

Sir  Hubert  looked  op,  "  Well,  what  news, 
Louis?  I  see  you  have  something  to  commu- 
Dicate." 

**  I  have.   I  am  just  returned  from  Cheltenham." 

«  From  Cheltenham  ?  Is  the  news  of  import- 
race?" 


"  You  will  noi  guess,  Ui«n  ?     Tlie 
a  travelling  one  ;  t]ie  individual  within, 
of  Uie  first  order — a  hero  on  the  move 
no  leaa  a  pcr»on  than  the  Karl  of  Ha«I!a, 

**  Lonl    Ilasliiigliam  ?      How    ex 
How  strange  1     Without  writing  to  mo  ! 
recover  from  my  agtonisltmrnt.     Hi^  |>: 
write  from  Parts." 

"  Why,  I  confess  it  would  have  been  i 
Iff  Ttgin,  had  he  written  to  yon  ;  but  d 
tiqut,  is  the  motto  of  Ivord  HiLtliiigliaml 
you  liave  looked  England  tlirougb,  you  < 
have  found  a  more  interesting  suitor  for 
I  ouly  trust  he  will  continue  to  makt 
ojiderstood.  1  bare  an  indistinct  appi 
that  be  may  prove  a  degree  too  sublime 
ind«ed,  HulxTt" 

"  Strange !"  repeated  Sir  Hubert     " 
passed  him  close  ?     Did  you  obtain  a  gi 
of  him?" 

*'  As  excellent  a  one  as  I  could  desii 
.wiiL  for  -  ^ — •v''-\\  nrrhniii  'i^^dmm 
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oounei;  in  htt  tfp — Of)  tlie  nhole.  pcrfecdy  pre<- 
MBBbte  u»  a  lady  wiUin^  to  be  in  love."  ^j 

"And  pray  ijid  you  iHcrrtain  frhflher  It  wu  ht^H 
imraiion  to  leave  Clicltenluim  immedialely  for  tliis 
phoe?" 

"  I  stsj^  not  to  inquire  tJiat ;  1  cnnsid«TvH  it « 
point  of  the  fint  canM-<|ueitc«  to  let  you  know  tli»t 
hr  (TM  in  tiie  neigtibourliood.  On  my  lionour,  now 
1  think  of  it,  I  otn  under  do  obligatiom  to  lit*  lord- 
■hjp.  I  hati  gonu  into  CheltcnlHUo  a  gentlenan  nt 
my  leisure ;  and  I  found  myself  tnnsfornied  into  a  | 
emirier  cxtraontiunry,  Iwund  to  pRM  the  milealonn 
at  a  gidluf),  tind  carrying  my  dkpatchet  oarefully 
•bout  tny  hend,  as  lli«  fellowi  do  in  the  Knot,  when 
they  Mwim  the  river*.  I  have  delivereil  ibom  up  | 
(o  yon  noinjured — not  •  line  wiinting." 

*■  1  wn   much  obliged  to  you,"  uid  Sir  Hubert, 
"and  now  what  la  to  be  done?     Fortunately.  Ho-. 
Tatia  i$  out  witli  my  mother.     Lovcl  ia  gone  out 
n£ag — at)  &r  all  i«  well.     It  is  fortnnate,  too,  he  ^ 
atrirM  ere  the  Percevals  come  down  to  us." 

"  Which  way  i«  my  motber  gone  'f"  mid  I)t'  Grey,  j 
**  Do  you  tMt  think  I  had  belter  vdirt  again,  »nit 
meet  thcro  ?     1  could  take  nty  clinnce  at  leatt."        ^y 

•'  V'ou  are  very  kind.     But  ilien,  again,  tlmt  will.^| 
be  awkward.    My  poor  I^oratia  will  be  so  surprtxed 

"  AUow  me  to  maunge  it  all,  and  I  will  bring 
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sjiid  ^ir  Hubvrt.  *'  It  is  impossible  I  caiil 
unotltcr  line  now.  Wotikl  to  Leuv^a  he 
oomc  !" 

Iti  n  few  moments  more  De  Grey  niMint 
of  tlie  fleetest  of  his  brotlier*!  Iiones,  a»d  to(1\ 

Rapidly  however  aa  be  rode,  he  was  yet 
the  precincts  of  tlie  park  of  Morniiigton,  whf 
ciiTTiiigc  of  Lord  H»«liii)i;liain  uppi-ured  in  thl 
tanoe.  De  Orey  checked  bis  hor»c  on  the  h 
he  Iiatl  himself  a  perfect  recoltection  of  Lord] 
lingbam  ;  and  lie  tliougbt  it  poc»iblc  that 
Haalingbam  might  remember  him; — be  bad  go] 
against  thU  diance  of  recognition  in  Chelteii 
even  wliile  he  bad  been  taking  hia  obacrratiatN 
would  be  as  well,  perhaps,  to  diverge  a  littlo 
let  tJie  guest  pmts  on  untelutcd.  ^urriiig  his  i 
therefore,  he  turned  suddenly  from  the  road  kt 
purstiiiigt  and  gaih>ped  acroM  to  another.  Pai 
then  for  a  raoment  or  two,  he  looked  after  ihf 
riage,  aa  it  rolled  rapidly  down  the  slight  dei 
II  was  hidden  at  length  from  his  vion-  by  a  o 


tmZ  KVCAOSMtWT. 


OS 


Tlic  DiMtlng  bad  in  it  macb  of  Intare«t — Inlvmi, 
u  thf  nunc  time,  fmborrawUig  and  profountL  Bui 
Sir  Hnbett,  witli  Uut  t|iiick  jndf^i-nt  whtcli  htul 
waitrd  (Ml  litm  tlirouKh  life,  saw  that  Lord  Hanlinfif- 
ktm  bid  claim  to  lua  r^^d,  unsliriokingly  nitliir 
iWb  Moltdiiigljr ;  that  he  asked  for  it,  notsitnpty 
on  the  ground  of  old  racollcctions,  but  becaunt!  be 
was  conscious  tbat  be  dawrved  it  still;  in  bis  bear- 
ing Uienr  waa  not  only  the  roucber  of  tlte  mind's 
UMntm,  but  of  its  rectittul«. 

TIm  i;*Berow  frelbga  of  Sir  Mubert  wt'r«  at  the 
Atftr:  bin  iniemal  ones,  bowetrer,  •liiml>CTf(l  not; 
ha  tbougbt  ibat  the  (en(l«ni«aa  of  bit  ilaiitftttfr'* 
fotlinga,  and  tbe  delicacy  of  bcr  altualion,  bud 
Ksrccly  been  tuSktently  considered  by  Lord  Han- 
lingban;  and  witb  tbal  grace  of  manner  calculated 
In  win  tbe  way  to  confidence,  he  bitited  ibat  )iis 
jtleaiore  would  b&ve  been  in  created,  bad  be  received 
ifltimatioo  of  tbe  approach  of  bis  vi»i(or. 

"My  Hear  Sir  Hubert,  you  inu*l  listen  to  my 
igftnee.  If  t  erred,  tbe  error  oprang  ratber  from 
dvfitmm  tban  from  prcHumplioa.  Remembering 
tbat  I  bad  written  tn  you  from  Florence — coiiwioos 
that  1  bad  Uid  before  you — as  far  at  Icau  aa  it  wai 
fitting  1  sltould  declare  tbcm— tlie  bopea  that  it  woa 
ddij^blfui  to  tne  to  iiidulgfl — doubtful  wliether  or 
not  yiiu  liad  spoken  of  thoae  hopes  to  another ;  I 
cnueeived  that  I  bad  done  ill  that  witb  propriety 
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myscir  and  my  moremrnti] 
wus  Hcnrccly  entitled  tu  claim  for 
for  1  Kfuple  not  to  skow  even  til 
tlioughta  to  you, — I  wUlied  to  jitdg 
created  t>y  toy  pTcsencc,  wlictbcl 
(teemed  lui  intrusion  l>y  your  ikiugl| 

Sir  Hubert  smiled.  "  1  mij^lit 
perbupt,"  lie  Kiud,  "ut  the  exist 
such  a«  tliese.  if  1 1>ad  but  allowed  I 
«ider  your  conduct  vritb  refcrciieti| 
wbicli  lued  to  dutinguisli  you  In  i 
die  fact  was,  I  tbotiglit  rather  of  ray 
of  you.  Wbat  ay  you  to  the  fa 
BTOwal?"  1 

"  M»y  I  uk,"  wwl  Lord  Hiulii 
paiotj  *'  if  Miss  Murniiigton  i»  w 
Morniiigton — I  bad  for^tcn — butt 
— Good  bcaveu  I  is  it  posubte  I  fini 
w«U- remembered  spot  odoc  more  ? 
is  familiar  to  mc — every   tlitne  sc 
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il  wicii  her  &mall  white  finger — Low  «lic  started  at 
its  coldoess  !  '*  And  1  couUl  make  u|r  my  riIdcI  ttt 
lesre  yon  alt  [  It  was  fitting,  perhapat  that  I 
ibould  do  so — I  have  learned  ibe  folly  ofiiinbiiiun. 
My  dear  Sir  Hubert,  tlic  world  ia  not  worth  tJie 
cvDtest — lift  nogt  gorgeous  triumphs  become  soiled 
tre  they  reach  us." 

"  My  dear  lord,  I  will  allow  you  to  speak  lightly 
of  the  world  M  pmcitL  In  cORfnsing  that  yon 
find  here  that  whiHi  is  woith  nil  the  pngvontry  of 
the  tecoo  you  bare  quitted,  you  pay  to  as  a  com- 
pGaaot,  wbow  rinceiity  we  hold  ourselves  Iwnnd 
in  gniitiMte  oot  to  question. — I  am  JMt  reminded 
of  your  illneM.  It  ia  almost  too  late  to  talk  to  you 
now  of  tbe  painful  interest  with  which  I  heard  of  it. 
Thank  hniven  you  were  restored  to  us  I  J  fi'lt 
■ysclf  much  indebted  to  the  Counteaa,  for  the  frc> 
qui'ncy  andmtiiutenna  of  her  communicatioiu  ni 
the  time.     Ia  sbe  Htill  at  Florence  ?" 

"  She  isL  Sbe  destired  me  to  present  to  you  her 
kindest  remembrances." 

"  I^y  Julia  of  cnunie  vfss  with  her  ?  She  is 
I  year  or  two  older  than  my  Horntia,  I  think.  I 
rish  they  could  bo  introduced  to  each  other." 

A  reply  that  would  have  been  polite  in  the  ex- 

rtreme,  but  which  might  powildy  Itave  been  inlci^ 

^prctcd  to  anticipate  too  much,  rose  to  ibc  li|>s  of 

Lard  Htialinghatn.     He  cheeked  its  utterance,  and 
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Slie  is  out  jiist  now.     Will 
wilh  hflr  want  of  memory  wbea  1  t 
don  not  TvmombcT  you  in  tlie  lenfit 

Lord   Hrwlingliam  niniloil.     "  It 
hapw,  tliiil  it  sbnuUI  l>«  thiu.     1 
inclined  to  ))rc«ume  n  little  on  tbr 
recollections." 

"  But  lliere  are  olbera,"  liud  Sir 
remember  you  well.     You  are  awa 
that  Lord  Metdon  i§  our  neij^liboar  < 

Lord  Haslinj^Uam  i^li^lilly  started. 
itot  liear<l  of  it  Ilia  fsntily,  of  cour« 
You  like  him,  I  believe  ?" 

"I  do.  Poor  Lord  Meldon  !  H 
idea  of  visiting  the  Continent.  It  wi 
likely  tbat  be  should  pver  become  reca 
dence  th^rc.    (lia  tastes  are  simple  in 

"At  one  time,"  laid  Lord  Hnsling 
him  credit  for  this  nm|)lictty  of  lasl 
tliat,  bonest-ltcortcd  himself,  li«  H] 
lionett  nei).     EiUier  I  was  dcccjvw 
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hare  bappeaed.  Tbe  impreniwi  left  on  my  mind 
ky  ibe  traiD  of  drcuniiitaiieet  to  wliich  I  refWr  it 
painfal  in  the  extreme.  It  is  oltrays  painful  to 
find  our  admiration  of  splenditi  uleat  counter- 
Mtcd  by  our  oonrietioo  uf  moral  turjiitiule  ;  tnml- 
onlably  |iuinful,  wltcn  tbe  indiv-idiial  whom  we  ore 
ailed  »n  iliiu  to  deftrvcttt*,  ia  linked  with  us  hy 
ifat  tic*  of  blood,  the  prepoMenions  of  friend- 
■yp,  the  MMxdatioiu  of  habit.  I  wifth  t  had  nut 
KKwbcd  on  Uui  ■ubject — I  ought  not  to  have  touched 
on  iL  I  doubt  luW  you  know  to  whom  1  allude: 
but  for  the  present  uak  me  notlilng.  Thb  hour 
belong  to  other  thing*." 

The  veh«inence  of  Lord  HaallnKluun  astontahi'd 
SSr  Hubert  Ue  bud  hi<t  liand  gaody  on  his  ana — 
"HaiKngham  r 

"  1  lure  nrpriKd  you — I  have  startled  you.  Ou 
eoe  point,  however,  rest  aatiafied  ; — not  an  action, 
OM  a  word  of  mine,  shall  offeiul  Lord  Meldon. 
Be  may  have  incurred  my  smpicion,  but  he  iiew 
Bot  under  ray  baa.  I  do  not  forget  lltat  much  h 
owing  to  his  general  cliaracter,  neither  do  1  forget 
tbal  he  is  your  friend.  We  are  not  In  Vienna  now 
—would  to  Cod  I  had  never  visited  itl" 

iiiT  Hubert  fixed   hts  penetrutitig  eyes  on  tlie 
eoontenance  of  bis  gueec     <*  Thiti  mystery  hi  to  be 
hid  open  to  me  ere  long,"  he  said  to  himself.    *'  I 
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the  mind  of  Lard  Huslingluun.  He  i 
to  lier  fiitJivr;  lie  spokv  more  openly  at 
Kiiil  Im  biiitcil  lit  Im  fctira.  'Die  woj 
Hulwrt  were  naturally  i^uunlcil ;  but 
sometliing  in  lii.i  general  air,  aiid  yet 
fKDilet  that  was  of  pleaaaut  onien  to  Lortl 
liaid.  Each  became  gradually  absorbed  i| 
expeclaliou.  At  lengtb  Sir  Hubert,  in 
witli  Ills  own  tcstlci»n(.-iw,  un<t  in  compus»<J 
which  ho  observed  in  Lord  Haslingham, 
a  lounge  iti  the  imnicdisle  virinity  of  th«  1 
It  may  be  8up|)osi-d  that  Sir  Hubert 
throw  entirely  out  of  Im  calculations  tli« 
lity,  that  during  this  leisurely  ramble  l^d 
iiigton  ami  his  ituughter  might  return  fn 
drive ;  and  that  a  meeting,  apparently  ao 
was  to  be  desired  rather  than  a  formal  o 
knvw  tlmt  he  should  be  immediately  under 
hi»  brother.  If  such  were  the  cxpectal 
vttited  him,  he  was  not  doomed  to  meet  wi 
appointmcut. 
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A  few  tunM  were  taken,  and  tlicn  iliere  «ru  ■ 
paiiMf — tlM  MUiid  of  a  cania^,  still  far  dittant, 
tmat  upon  tbe  nr.  Aoxiotuly  did  Sir  Hubert^ 
ttUI  nore  wucbuly  Aid  Lord  Hailing^iani,  loolc  for 
la  appcaraiMW.  They  waited  not  \an^.  Sir  Hu- 
bert mm  ihai  all  waa  rigbt:  be  coold  ilUtiiij^aidi  tn 
t)ie  foregToond  tlie  figure  of  bis  brotber. 

He  turn«d  to  L<ird  HoBlinj^ham.  "  Shall  «re  ^ 
on  to  nie«t  tb«m  f"  Lord  Kaalingbam  answered 
notbin^ :  be  bad  inrolantarily  moved,  evvn  beforr 
Sir  Hubert  lind  *)>oki*n. 

"  You  rt-colK'«  my  brotber,  do  you  not  ?  1  tliink 
you  fell  iu  with  litm  in  town,  after  yuur  first  rettim 
froai  tbe  Continent  It  U  he  who  la  ruling  by  tbe 
Btrria{r«.  I  am  knppy  lo  «ay  tluil  bf  ia  in  the  wiiy 
Ui  fulfil  all  tbe  bo{M»  tbiit  bis  oiutliiT  and  1  tinvc 
esierUiined  of  him.  I  rmnenber  tliat  nre  tn«l  to 
ar^ue  long  and  eloqupnlly  on  bis  capabilities.  Wlial 
a  irild  fellow  h«  wtia,  whi^ii  you  were  lB»t  at  Mnrn- 
OlgtOBi 

"  Hare  you  any  one  witb  you  at  prettent  besides 
Mr.  De  Grey  V 

'<  No  one ;  for  I  do  not  reckon  Lovel,  CbartM 
Lovel,  I.<fnl  Asbbourne's  Hon.  My  molher  but  not 
been  well,  and  our  expeotalionii  too  were  all  on- 
gaged  H-itb  you.  Dudley — by  the  bye,  you  never 
■aw  Dudley — will  be  bere  sbortly,  and  in  a  week 
(ir  two— ha!  1  Be«  Louis  galloping  towurdi  u«;  he 
P  5 


In  two  inii)u(M  more  they  were  joij 
Grey.  "  My  Lord,  u  thoumid  wpIcoi 
nington."  He  glaiioMi  at  Sir  Hubert  i 
be  vras  satisfied  in  an  iiutaut  tliat  his  vt 
t«iibam  hod  not  tranopired.  *'  I  could 
mytelf  tlio  pleasure  of  riding  on  id  adv; 
hettrd  of  your  Lordship's  urrivsl  at  the  lo< 
rstia  my%  Hubert,  the  is  cjuiU'  tired.  I 
bad  oerer  liesrd  ber  complain  of  &tlgue  b 
that  site  inaitted  did  not  alter  the  affi 
leasu" 

"  It  is  long  rince  I  had  the  pleasure  of  se 
Mr.  De  Grey,"  said  Lord  Haslingham,  '* 
it  particularly  fortunate  lliat  1  find  you  li« 
wrival." 

"  1  should  have  been  aorry  indeedi'' 
Grey,  "  hud  1  been  held  prisoner  in  tow 
this  pcrio«t.  I  had  every  reason  to  wish 
Moniingtun.  Hubert,  why  do  we  not 
la  this  pause  iii  complimeiit  to  mc  ?  1  am  a 
uhamed  to  ha  tlius  Ear  ti(>iiinin.-d.     In  the 
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tbareibre  doubly  rtlned  by  m*.  I  bave  gm  Into 
ibo  luibit  a(  k>rbg  ber  fsrourilcs,  fur  tlut  uke  of 
mtiag  her  uonble." 

Ue  Grey  led  tb«  way,  M  be  bul  prombed,— 
"  And  now,"  aid  be,  foauag  suddenly,  "  iiere  let  tn 
take  our  atalion ;  the  curre  i«  picturcaqiie  in  tb« 
extrctDC,  tlie  plaoe  alugetbcr  ezccUeiilly  calct^ 
Iil«d  for  effiret:  we  have  Haie  'fantuge  grouiHl  to 
MUd  on,  n  tliuif;  always  to  be  desired" 

The  carriage adrsDeed,  drew  up,  !Sr  Hubert  laid 
bit  Land  upon  (be  paniiel' — "  My  dear  mother  will 
•lease  this  tntcrruptioii ;  >be  muat  allow  Lord  Has- 
Ungbam  to  offer  ber  bis  compIimeDla ;  my  dear 
Lord,  whure  are  yon?" 

Lord  Uaalingbam  was  not  alow  to  answer  tbe 
^ipeaL  A  brief  btereltnnge  of  pleasant  phrases 
ptaaed  between  Lady  MomiiiKton  and  him.  Iloratia 
lit  on  the  (artber  Hide  of  the  carriage.  As  Lord 
HaiUngbani  r^*ed  bis  eyes,  they  foil  upon  ber  face 
aud  form.  iSir  liubert  watdted  tbem  as  they  felL 
De  Grey  abo  marked  the  gbmce,  and  croued  tbc 
road  to  effect  a  direiBlon  in  favour  of  lloratin. 

"  Uoratia,  I  want  to  speak  to  you.  Jnn:e«,  open 
the  door." 

The  owndate  was  obeyed,  aitd  Ue  Grey  sprung 
apoo  tbc  step — Italf  kneeling,  lialf  seated,  he  laid 
his  bandootbo  fiebhncysbawlof  Hunuia.  "Well, 
I  own  inyaclf  0  oonvert  to  your  taste ;  1  do  admire 
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~ymt  twx,  WaagTOfi 
uraitiug  your  instruciiuus.     h  Uiat  note  to  1 
sputclied  or  not  ?     Oh  1  and  I  had  forgatt?nl 
you  that  the  prints  are  arrived.     Wc  will  l| 
tlicm  ufttT  diiiDcr." 

-■1  um  •»  ^lud  ihvy  are  comr,"  eaid  He 
"  Itul  move,  Louis,  do  move,  you  are  preauij 
panuol  ogainat  my  Lan<l ;  indeed,  you  hurt 

"  Do  I  believe  tiis  aMertion  ?"  said  De  Gr 
'-rIowtoicc — "do  you  wish  me  to  believe  it? 
beautiful  b  artifice,  when  it  is  itioocont." 

Lord  Iloslinghum  at  this  instaiit  made  his  ap| 
nrice  at  the  door,  De  Grey  started  up,  iitid  t 
half  aside.  "I  should  deserve,"  said  Lord  I 
liiighain,  bowing  \»  hv  sjwke,  "  to  have  fortuni 
swear  me  for  ever,  were  I  not  to  take  udvantnf 
the  occasion  that  offers  itself  to  me  now.  How ) 
how  very  loi^  it  is  since  we  nut.  But  Mill  a 
iiot  |>lc(ul  for  wot«>mc  V"  Horalia  raisctl  li«r 
1  taueA  iiyca  lu  ha  <:onvludvd ;  there  was  a  moj 
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The  smile  with  which  Lord  HaBlingham  compli- 
mented the  naiveU,  est&bliBhed  at  once  an  under- 
■tanding  between  them.  "  Can  I  seek  to  detain 
yoa?  certainly  not  I  would  rather  see  you  and 
^>eak  to  you  in  the  old  familiar  hall  I  remember  bo 
well  There  is  sometimea  wisdom  in  postponing 
pleasure." 

As  he  said  this,  Lord  Haslingham  retired.  De 
Grey  had  no  choice  but  to  follow  j  the  door  was 
closed,  and  the  carriage  drove  <hi. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

"  Froin  simple  childhood'a  earlieil  hour, 

WhBl  olher  can  sbe  seek  lo  aec, 

Tlinn  ihcc,  compDnloa  of  her  boner, 

T)ie  partner  of  her  infancy  ? 

Those  cherished  ihoughca  with  life  begun. 

Say,  why  muit  I  no  more  avow  1 

What  change  is  wrought  to  make  me  shun 

The  truth  ;  my  pride,  and  thine  till  now  f " 

Bride  of  AsYHoa. 

It  was  fortunate  for  Lady  MeMon,  that  during  the 
last  two  years  of  her  sojourn  on  the  Continent,  not- 
withstanding the  alleged  continuance  of  her  inva- 
lidbm,  slie  had  contrived  to  accustom  herself  to  the 
pleasant  fatigues  of  society :  she  would  otherwise 
have  deprecated,  with  much  pathos  of  complaint,  the 
necessity  under  which  she  found  herself  at  present, 
of  presiding  over  the  early  hospitalities  of  Temple 
Bourne.  It  was  not  in  her  uature  to  take  active 
interest  in  any  thing;  her  interest  even  iu  persons 
was  most  generally  passive,  and  it  was  considered 


eqD«Dtly  by  maiiy  an  exinordinary  proof  of 
power  of  pleoaiiig  in  Sir  Hubert  Morniogtoo, 
ihu  Ills  prewDcc  hud  Uic  effect  of  iofuiiiitg  anbu- 
I  tion  into  Ijtdy  Meldon. 

Lady  Mcldon  certainly  liked  Sir  Hubort,  but  It 
oas  not  tbU  liking  tbat  Uiugbt  hrt  Biitmaiiuii ;  tbc 
fact  WM,  an  idea  had  glided  into  liemiiid,  that  Sir 
Hubert  wot,  of  all  oihors,  th«  pvTson  calculated  to 
pieaM  ber  daughter.  I^ady  Meldou,  in  the  midst  of 
the  indolent  raininalions  exdted  by  thui  subject,  did 
not  forget,  that  in  p«niit  of  ranlt  she  mi^ht  undoubU 
edly  look  higher  for  her  daughter.  But  then  Eleaiwr 
«H  particular  in  her  way  of  viewing  things  ;  she 
bad  never  yet  eucouraged  the  attentions  of  any  of 
(boae  noble  aspinuits  for  her  Envotir,  who  had  waited 
OQ  ber  smiles  at  Paris  and  Virnnu:  ber  charncter 
was  naturally  gnvc,  or  it  had  become  no;  how, 
Lady  MeUon  certuiily  could  not  tell.  8he  had 
wmotliDea  doubted  whetlier  her  daughter  would  be 
fiound  pcnuodable  on  the  subject  of  nmrriage,  were 
it  pretented  to  her  consideradon,  even  at  a  distance. 
Aaaurediy,  then,  a  little  nlent  artifice,  a  tmall  por- 
liiMt  of  doltcaie  manaeuvring,  an  vxerdte  of  influ- 
CM*  coleubled  to  Wed  her  on  unconacioualy  to  the 
perspecUre  of  her  fate — a  ■ystem  such  as  this  might 
wturedly  be  lookeil  upon  as  allowable,  and  even 
mtborised  aajuaL  Again,  in  reference  to  the  par' 
riewa  of  Lady  Meklon,  it   should  be   re- 


lis 


TIIE   EKOAOCMENT. 


.MBrhed,  llmt  Sir  Hubert  was  the  rcprcsenUittv^  of 
'  one  of  tb«  oldest  private  fkmilii-K  in  Kn^luml,  hU 
eftates  were  unincumbercH,  and  lie  wa  *  pcrsoD 
well  regnrditl  in  tlic  lii»lie«t  quartern  The  ar> 
ninf^meiit,  too,  scemivl  ultogetlier  so  perfectly 
naturnl,  tliat  it  was  impoAsible  not  to  tbiiik  of  it. 
Kir  Hubert  waa  the  moat  intimate  friend  of  Lord 
Mcidon;  inclination  and  habit  brouj^ht  him  con- 
tinually over  to  Temple  Bourne :  on  hU  own 
ocoouiit  he  was  ever  wcloomc;  why  not  welcome 
him  al»o  on  lu-coniit  of  others  ? 

The  Bympaihies  of  Sir  Hubert  were  at  thif  {Mr- 
ticular  period  ccntre^l  in  hts  <laughter.  He  saw  at 
onee.  that  the  impression  made  by  Lord  HmIii^ 
hnm  was  Jarourable ;  it  was  easy  tlierefore  to  augor 
wbac  would  be  the  emotions  that  woidd  wait  on  th« 
future. 

l)e  Grey  lootted  on  thin^  around  himi  not  cer- 
Uiinly  with  the  impartiality  of  an  indiifiT«nt  spec- 
bit'>r,  hut  with  the  clear-Wj^htcdnesa  of  an  unpr«- 
judice<l  one.  He  fett,  and  no  ut^imcnt  could 
have  removed  tlie  impression,  tiiat  there  was  an 
irreconcileableness  of  character  between  Lord  Haii- 
lingham  and  Horatiii.  He  {Perceived  diat  Horatia 
vras  dazrled  by  the  pergonal  qualitiK  of  Lord  Haa- 
lini^ham,  aitd  bewihlcrrd  by  the  homage  that  waa 
paid  to  her  own.  Tliurt-  wiis  a  chance,  or  a  danger 
— De  Or«y  liceicatcd  whether  to  call  it  tlio  dim  or 
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«  Oilier — tliat  when  tbe  eye  ceased  to  be  duiled, 
trben  tlic  Ikncy  H'covmtii  from  JU  bevrjldcN 
It,  HuratM  mi){Ut  discover  ihnt  she  liwl  be«ii 
flocopied  agrenbiy  witb  ilie  Ivv«r,  ratb«r  tfann 
de«ply  witb  tbe  love.  lie  il(r|>rccatcd  tJils  disco- 
very, and  h«  vould  ratber  bare  stopped  ber  at  ibr 
&nt ;  but  to  do  so  was  souccly  [Musible.  De  Grey 
wdfaawd  tbat  tfacre  wru  maeb  to  tdniire  in  Lord 
Haaliogkain ;  still  tbera  was  HHUOthin^  about  bim 
■Iso  tbal  be  did  not  like.  Wbat  tliis  sometbit^  wos 
De  Grey  found  It  difficult  to  define;  noT)  in  fiwt, 
■ai  tbe  definition  called  for  yet.  Besides,  be  was 
aot  tbe  responnble  person  in  tlie  affiur. 

Be  promised  bimself  a  conniderable  degree  of 
aBtoenieDt  whenever  Dudley  again  mode  \im  itp- 
pMmiioe  at  Mornington ;  but  of  these  nntieiputioiui 
be  chose  not  to  speak  to  bis  brother ;  for  be  luul 
en  the  whole  a  friendly  feeling  for  Dudley,  nor 
did  be  feci  iiiclitied  to  let  in  light  upon  tlie  Hcene 
jmiaattirely. 

For  L-ord  Haslingbam  himself,  bis  reflections 
wbtn  6f«t  he  found  leisure  to  n'flect,  were  of  the 
Boat  gratifying  nature.  He  luul  hoped,  he  bad  ex- 
pected to  find  beauty  in  Horatia;  but  there  had 
wailed  on  the  expectation  and  the  hope  a  romantic 
aaxittiV)  n  fanciful  misgii-ing,  a  dotibt  whether  ibe 
character  of  the  beauty  might  be  tbiit  which  be 
htd  pictured  in  his  dtoams.     Ilcr  air,  her  manner. 
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ber  look — eould  tlic  imaf^inatitin  b«  trusted  altoge- 
ther to  ]iaiiit  the  portntit  of  ^aces  siicii  as  lliese. 

The  niecltng  li»<i  takvn  place,  and  whatever 
might  t>e  the  nature  of  the  oriffiiial  cxcitcRivnt  it 
had  given,  it  is  certain  Unit  Lord  HaMlinghitni  did 
not  detect  hin»cir  in  wisliing  uTiefwardit,  ih;it  ibv 
charm  which  hovvted  round  Horatia  might  be  other 
lIiMi  whiit  it  wa«.  He  tried  to  trace  the  resem- 
bhtnce  iK'twceii  the  blooming  form  before  him,  and 
tlie  being  who  liad  been  dear  to  him  in  tlio  luugh- 
iog  hours  of  childhood ;  but  the  memory  involun- 
tarily ccatied  to  ponder  on  ibe  compiiriMn,  whilr 
the  lieart  ucknowlcd^vd  her  to  be  womiin. 

Refined — proud — «enKitiv« — d<rlica(c — it  vim  the 
wish  of  Lord  Hiislingbiim  cautiously  and  oourt«- 
nusly  to  win  hi.<  way  to  tlie  alTectioiM  of  Horatia. 
He  ha<l  been  pennitted  to  approach,  and  be  was 
sallalied.  He  perceived  tliat  Uoralia  felt  herself 
at  ease,  because  be  spoke  to  her  of  days  of  which, 
tiotniilHlundin^,  she  retained  no  rccollcciton.  And 
tliere  wiis  in  her  euae  soroetliing  »o  winning,  in  her 
nlmpltciiy  something  so  charming,  that  Lur<l  Ha** 
lingham  forgave  bcr  for  forgetting  that  be  to  whom 
ahe  spoke  nspircd  to  become  her  lover. 

"  I^uis,"  said  Lady  Mornington,  ix  De  Orey 
lounged  idly  about  the  apartment  where  ahc  sat, 
"  1  wish  to  hear  wliat  you  think  of  Lord   Hns- 

ihwo." 
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"  I  !'*  Bud  De  Grey,  patmng  (uAJonly.  "  It 
BBCtera  not  muck  what  I  tliiiik  uf  him ;  tli«  <]iic«- 
tiHD  Hi  wbai  msy  be  tlie  oplninn  riit«rtiiiii«d  of 
liitD  by  Horatia?" 

**  Poor  tiling !"  said  Lariy  iAoTniugioti,  "  ii  vrill 
iu(  be  ewy  for  lit^r  {wrliaps  to  find  out  tbat.  I  Ho 
not  know  bow  It  b.  Louis,  for  I  like  Lonl  UasJiiig- 
km,  I  alwsjrs  likml  him — but  yd " 

**  I  Rm  ratdy  to  admiC  uui  1)«  Grey,  Uugking, 
"  thai  liie  earl  is  exUvtoely  well  oleulated  to 
crc«te  a  confusion  of  ideas ;  wlteilier  of  ibe  agree- 
ilile,  or  disagreeable  kiod,  I  leave  h  to  you  and  to 
Hvrutia  to  decide.  He  is  a  forlunate  man ;  nature 
W  funiblie<l  liiiQ  witli  a  posaport  to  female  liMuUi 
er«ry  gnUr  o(  tltc  fnrtresH  opens  before  liim  ;  il 
*cro  idle  to  wa»te  time  in  parley ;  besides,  bis  tord- 
thip  toves  not  to  l>e  question inI.  Apropos  of 
liearta;  lake  my  word  for  it,  uadam,  Hubert  wl- 
latres  Mias  Bclleisle.  Come  now,  we  will  enter 
iiitu  lliit  merits  of  ibe  case.  Here  is  lioralia  un 
tbe  point  of  marrii^ ;  I  state  this  soinewhut  de- 
cidedly, for  iirjfument  auinot  bear  to  (Kutse,  tliouKli 
rcMon  can.  Hubert  will  miies  lier»adly;  a  house 
rfUiis  kind  never  <loe»  witliout  a  pretty  creature 
l^iding  about  k  1  speak  impaitiallyi  for  I  caru 
not  for  tliese  things  myself.  Then,  as  to  Miss 
Belleisle's  merits,  they  axe  of  the  clusa  styled 
cnunent.     Ami  for  beauty,  wby,  it  is  o<jual  to  her 
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merit.     Anil  elic  will  niiike  up  brr  mind  to  h\ 
Hubert,  if  lie  uak»  tier ;  or  she  will  dn  so  before 
she  Itts  made  up  tier  mind.     All !  Iiotr  dvH^htful  li 
When  once  I  gaxe  on  lier  installod,  I  vrill  «upplH 
cate  bcr  to  leacb  mc  the  true  accent  of  llie  Ger- 
man ;  I  will  learn  it  on  m)'  knees," 

"  Louis,"  said  L»Ay  Mornington,  gravely,  " 
jest  b  ilUtimed;  roore,  tho  illusion  docs  not  pie 
me." 

"  IlUdmed  t  How !  Just  in  t!m«',  I  ibink.  When 
Hubert  is  in  I'aiiiest,  I  sball  leuve  ufT  jesting,  anilj 
act  miMt  df'Coroii<ily.  Uotiiiniii^  my  own  aonse», 
slmll  linve  the  power  of  watelung  over  liis,  an<l 
tlte  iiMtnnt  llicy  begin  to  wun<ler,  I  promise 
repon  progivss  to  you." 

"  LiMen  to  me,  Louih;  you  do  not  umlerslaud  me.*^] 

"  U  llterc  any  thing  to  understand?"   said  Del 
Grey. 

Lady  Morn  ington  besitaieil.     A  feeling  ofun- 
defiiuiblo  disappoinlmenl — doubt — caution  —  lovej 
for  hor  son — anxiety  for  his  fortunes — un<l  i^in,  tlie 
doubt,  whether  it  were  lilting  yet  to  spenk  »f  tliisj 
anxiety.      Sueb    were   the  iiieiw  and   sentiment* 
tliut  prompted  Lady  Moniinglon,  at  one  time   to 
tell  the  acerct  wish  of  her  wul  to  lie  Grey,  and  iol 
the  next)  to  restrain  its  iitteriuice.     The  recollcc-  i 
tioti  tliat  De  Grey  woutd  shortly  bo  compelled  to] 
return  to  London;   decided  Lady  Moniingtoii,  ntl 
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tenj[th|  to  wUUiold  the  cnmmtiiiioiUlaa  tor  »  whllv ; 
oarf,  witb  ibe  ncullvciiun  of  fais  appnaduag  ilc> 
panure,  the  tid«  of  mabMUBl  fevliog  rctDracd  upoti 
be-bnrt. 

M  Coia«  liitbvr,  my  Hrar  son,"  the  aid,  for  Uc 
Gtty  liwl  HaniJrr«<t,  ntun  ht  biul  ssked  bii  audden 
qHMdon,  Ui  a  window ;  •*  did  yon  not  wtv  tluU  jrou 
nMit  lcar«  m  v«ry  uon  ?" 

"  1  am  ainid  m.  ilowerer,  1  «ludl  Itare  time  b> 
*tt  Lord  Haalingham  lairlj'  in  tratit,  and  b>  have 
a  litll«  oODAd«ntial  goasip  with  Iloratia." 

"  DU  you  talk  of  goaaipuig  with  nw,  hotm'f" 
idd  UDmitu,  and  the  pamed  with  an  arch  oxpna- 
■iwi  at  the  door. 

**  Ah !  I  did  not  hear  you  open  the  door,  tr»itrci«» ; 
oome  forward,  and  answer  for  your  sirit.  Slioll  I 
be  your  counsel,  or  will  you  uniiertake  your  <le> 
fence  yourself?     Advise  her,  madam.'* 

Lady  MoniingtoD  smiled.  "  Be  cautious,  Ho> 
ratia.  If  be  be  not  selected  as  your  couniwl,  lie  will 
lUge  himself  agwust  you.  Louis  must  bo  doing 
(ooething." 

"  Ever,  either  my  tomicntOT  or  my  refuge," 
nid  [lor&tiii,  guily.  "  But  tupposi;  I  lUn  tiut  in- 
eliDcd  lo  let  you  torment  me,  and  that  1  am  deter- 
niaed  to  seek  refuge  i-Ucwhcre?" 

'<  Seek  refuge  elsewhere !  For  shame,  for  thame ; 
,juirowiil!" 
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"  An  avowat  of  what?"  wtkml   Horatiii,   tlii>  ir 
voluntary  blusb  being  succeeded  by  Uic  voUinlar 
smile.   *' Grandmamma,  be  wotiM  forbid  mc  making 
my  appeal  to  you  I 

"  She  talks  of  appeals,"  said  De  Grey ;  •*  I  (five' 
up  Iier  cause  if  there  is  necessity  for  an  appeal.  The 
system  never  amwen,  lloratia.  Men  bave  tried 
il,  and  failed  in  it;  women — but  they  lutve  tailed 
beforehand,  or  they  wonld  not  have  made  it  at  all 
Wc  weri>  ulking  of  you,  Horada." 

"  I  returned  the  compliment  without  knowing 
it,"  said  Honitia,  "  for  1  have  been  talkiiij;  of  you." 

*'  Of  me !  and  to  wliom  t   Not  to  Lord  Haslini 
Itani,  1  hope?" 

"  Aiul  why  not  to  I»rd  Ha«lingliam  i"' 

"  Wliy  f   heeatisv  In*  »ympaihie«  are  not  wliJ 
mo.     He  lias  marked  me  in  bis  labletH,  canvasstc 
my  ragarie^   Uwked  into  my  follies,  leaped  uvc 
my  virtues.     I  lell  you  I  unit  Iiim  not;  I  liave  die 
oonvietton   on   my  mind,   settled,   nd,  and   irrv^dj 
rooble."  ^ 

**  Louis  pleases  himself  with  conjuring  up  fan- 
tiMt  Horatia ;  be  knows  perfectly  well  he  has  beea 
commended  by  Lord  Haslin^ham,  for  he  rcceiv« 
the  information  from  mc." 

"  For  Horatia's  sake,  and  for  your'*,  be  pr 
me.     I  know  him  better.     And  you  believe,  my 
dear  mother,  that  I  put  fuitli  in  the  politonew 
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Lord  UasUagbam?  Can  he  do  otkemae  tbim  Hy 
kll  tlmt  is  polite  ju»t  now  ?  He  would  bow  vvon 
u  my  sliadow,  were  he  so  bidden.  A  radly  nii* 
tauing  hint  tbat,  Iloralia;  tlius  are  women  caught ; 
fon  will  get  vntaagM  in  the  iuerimble  conae- 
quence,  mark  if  you  do  not." 

"  My  dtnr  soo,"  aud  Lady  Moinington,  "  where 
i«  your  compBwioo  ?  you  see  she  caaoot  anewer 
yuu." 

"Is  tbia  ao?"  nid  l)c  Grey,  atfectionalely. 
"  Bow  beautiful  ia  ibe  silvnce  !  May  I  ask  it  to 
pardon  nc  I  If  the  pardon  be  not  ^Tantcd,  1  tliall 
St  least  remain  Ita|>py  iti  my  ignonutce.  And  after 
iU(  may  I  not  arraign  tlie  seiuillverMss,  which 
hides  it»  be«d  because  fripodsliip  looks  at  it? 
Wbervfere  the  resnre?  l>o  wc  not  aay  all  to  my 
aiother?  Elsewhere  I  sboold  havo  been  mule. 
Ceme,  my  dear  Hotatia,  ibc  udt  pardun,  1  find 
i*  not  ns  good  as  tli«  Hp<^en  OJte ;  My  you  for* 
give  me." 

"  You  know,  Louis,  you  need  not  ask  mo  to  do 
t^t.  The  humility  doot  not  suit  you  either;  does 
it,  grandiaannia  ?  " 

"  It  ia  not  my  way,  Horalia,  to  wear  disguiat. 
And  will  you  have  the  bard-keartedness  (o  mock 
the  simple  espectatioitB  of  an  unexactin^  {hmsoa 
like  my»«If  ?  Take  |>icy  on  my  laudable  onxietiea. 
I'oor  child  I  when  slie  wiu  en^rugcd  wilb  her  doll| 
llie  had  a  hundred  little  troubles  to  talk  to  me 
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about ;  nhe  is  engRfr^d  witli  somMbln^  else,  and  j 
blie  lias  nolliiiig  in  tlic  ncirld  to  tvU  me." 

**  KotbiDg  to  toll  you,  perhaps,"  taid  Horuiia, 
*'  and  yet  I  don't  know  that  eillier — but  a  great 
deal  to  think  of.  And  may  not  my  own  tlioughta  be 
«acrc<I  ?" 

"  I  doubt  llie  wiKdum  of  keeping  some  thoughts 
■ered.  Who  may  inicrfvrc  witli  what  is  sacred  i*, 
•nd  who  may  counsel,  tvWre  tlicy  uinnot  interfere? 
One  question  I  am  determined  on  aalting  you— a  • 
perfectly  decorous  one.  Did  you  find  Lord  Hft»- 
lingham,  in  person  I  mean,  precisely  what  you  ex- 
pcddl  to  Jind  him  i " 

There  was  a  pause.  Horatia  turned  to  Lady 
Morninglon. 

"  1  told  you,  grandroammaf  all  my  tlioughts  at 
tlie  time;  I  cannot  repeat  them  to  him  exactly — 
I  had  rather  not — but,  I  believe — 1  am  certain — 
th«t  we  never  find  the  person  wIio«e  likeness  w« 
have  »con,  entirely  and  allogetlier  the  being  we 
bad  fancied." 

She  coloured  slightly  as  she  said  tliis.  De  Grey 
took  her  liaiid.  "  And  yon  were  disappointed, 
were  you,  Horaliai"* 

"  I  did  not  say  that,"  s^d  Horatia,  and  abe  , 
coloured  again.  "  T)>e  expression,  perhaps,  is  not  ^M 
the  laiDe ;  and  yel  at  times "  il 

«  At  times  ?"  repeated  De  Grey.     "  Ah !  I  can  -. 
gueas  the  moments  to  which  you  allude ;  and  it 


pluMnt  'moments  tlioM  itoubdeu  arc  tu 
Lord  HMUogtiam.  IIiuli !  nota  word.  And  your 
lBDd — not  die  least  of  tlieoe  Rngen  tball  make 
d>cir  Mcape  from  miae.  For  tli«  modesty  1  com- 
mnd  you ;  for  tlie  want  of  coiifidcncfl  1  blame  you. 
Snllei  Mid  1  will  take  it  fur  gniuted  you  intend  to 
bv  mare  oonfideniiol  in  future;  and  1  will  l«l  you 
uffnow.  llie  v«ry  smilv  I  wanted.  Con^tulate 
mr,  my  drar  mother,  Horatui  binds  herwlf  to  be  as 
frank  as  alie  is  fond.  Wliich  do  you  tbinlc  will  suit 
her  htMy  the  fondnesM  or  tJie  frankneu?" 

**  PcHiaps,"  said  Horatia,  "  I  am  not  tui  mudi 
airaid  of  you  as  1  ought  to  be.  I  think  I  an  not, 
or  1  should  run  away  from  you  now.  Certainly, 
though  you  tell  me  I  am  in  die  habit  of  asking 
Mr.  DudU-y  to  decide  every  thinf;  for  me,  divrv 
an  (MM — yes,  Louis,  dier«  are;  and  yet  you 
ttujli  at  me,  and  seen  to  doubt  me." 

**Doubt  you,  Hcavon  forbid!  Why  »liouM  t 
wUi  to  doubt  yoa  ?  I  can  draw  the  infer«-ncc  with 
t  correctness  that  is  pcrfecdy  Intuitive.  I  enjoy 
llie  privilege  I  have  gained  over  Dudley.  Hnve 
you  heard,  madam,  we  are  to  Ue  honoured  with  bis 
nitapany  at  dinner  to^ny?" 

"  Hubert  expected  him,    I  know,"  said   Lady 
Moraiogton. 

"If  Iluben  had  not  expected  him,  Mr.  Dudley 
would  have  made  hit  arrangements  just  the  same. 
VOL.    I.  U 
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I  seniple  not  to  afBnn  this  of  him  :  his  ia  the  most 
unmanageable  rcHtlessncsa.  Were  the  man  poor,  I 
skoald  say  ho  liko<l  the  spudous  roomK  nnd  the  de- 
licious dinners  ut  Mon]in);ton:  be  luu  n  ncgatir* 
liking  fur  tlu-m  I  believe,  even  tiioiiKh  poverty 
tench  him  not  their  a^rt-mciH — upon  my  life  be  bM| 
Horatia.  An<l  now  for  tbe  moral :  have  a  negative 
liking  for  himself,  and  you  are  jtafe." 

"  She  is  safe  as  it  is,  I  think,"  said  Lady  Moro 
iiiugton. 

**  Safe  as  it  is,  undoubtedly,"  said  De  Grey ; 
"iiafe  as  It  will  he — there  the  proposition  hftlts^ 
I  guspecl." 

"  Safe  at  all  times,  when  with  those  whom  1 
love,"  said  Horatia. 

"  1  api)rehend  you  will  find  it  precisely  tlie  reveiM 
Homc  day  or  other,  my  dear  Hurati^ ;  and  now,  re- 
member our  compact  is  sealed.  You  linve  my  per- 
mission to  make  tlie  prettient  progre<B  possible, 
during  my  unavoidable  absence  from  this  palace  of 
deligbis,  in  alt  that  may  please  you  best.  Let  the 
heart  go  on  last — and  faster;  nil  tilings  inclined  to 
trip,  arc  less  liable  to  accident  when  put  on  their 
mettle.  Give  yotirwif  no  time  to  arrange  your 
thoughts  till  I  come  back  again.  I  must  not  have 
one  of  tliem  laid  where  I  cannot  see  it.  1  promise 
to  show  you  the  best  style  of  arrangement.  Lore 
him  by  all  means.     I  do  not  allude  to  Dudley, 
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Aoogk  1  qxike  of  him  last ;  but  love  the  Earl,  lore 
him — only  boast  on  hii  lonDg  you  yet  more :  put 
«a  the  moflt  inaumating  of  your  grace* ;  tempt  him 
into  amdeaceiiMon ;  aofteo  him  into  sentiment; 
Bmle  him  into  paaiion.  When  all  this  is  effected, 
and  you  send  me  intimati<m  that  it  is  so,  I  will 
donble-lock  the  escnuoire  that  contains  my  moat 
nxnentoBS  secrets — order  one  of  my  sabordinatet 
to  write  a  pangnpfa  anticipatory  for  the  M<nning 
PoattBobject  to  my  own  delicate  correctjons — select 
a  portiog  ring — cot  off  a  lo^  tff  this  wild  hair  to 
pat  in  it — boy  white  gloves,  and  post  off  for  Moi- 
nington.  WHl  yon  speak  your  welcome  intelligibly 
Aen?  or  will  you  make  the  eye  stand  viceroy  for 
the  lip?  Away,  away,  Honitiai  there  are  the 
hones.  Has  he  learned  yet  to  talk  tenderness  on 
honeback?" 
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"  j^nd  were  his  daughter  hirer  than  the  ii. 
She  may  mare  suitori  hBTe,  and  me  Tor  one." 

Tauino   or   THE   SUBEW. 

"  Do  you  think  'tla  (his  ?" 

"ll  may  be,  »ery  likely." 

"  I  will  find 

Where  truth  is  hid,  though  it  were  hid  indeed 

Within  the  centre." 

Haulbt. 


The  ride  was  taken,  and,  full  of  gaiety  and  life, 
Horatia  returned  to  Mornington.  A  welcome 
waited  her,  even  on  the  threshold.  "  Ah  !  Mr. 
Dudley,  and  you  are  arrived  ?"  she  said,  "  We 
have  all  been  ansiously  expecting  you ;  which  way 
did  you  come  ?  Look  !  papa  has  had  that  group  of 
trees  thinned  since  you  were  here ;  do  come  and 
see  the  pretty  peep  it  gives  us — a  little  more  tliia 
way — here,  just  here," 
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for  it  is  her  nature  to  b«  elegant,  and  her  wish  tu 
please  j  but  careless  of  them  when  their  obligations 
would  breathe  coldness  on  the  wurmth  of  her 
feelings." 

Lord  Haslingtiam  stood  for  a  tnoment  or  two  loM 
ia  thought.  "  Uer  feelings !"  he  said  at  leogtli ; 
tt  thus  was  it  long  ago.  I  remembtir  it  well ;  thus 
is  it  uow.  And  can  I  regret  tliat  it  !s  so?  But 
it  seems  to  me  scarcely  fair  that  one  so  beauti- 
ful should  render  the  beauty  dangerous  to  othert, 
by  that  confiding  tenderness  of  manner  of  whidi 
you  speak." 

"Ila!"  thought  DeGrey, "  ho  would  throw  the  rein 
<d  his  own  pride  already  over  Huratiu:  Is  it  thus 
he  returns  the  compliment  I  paid  him?—  1  know 
not,"  he  added  aloud,  "  but  I  would  Ituvc  eacli  man 
take  care  of  himself;  if  he  step  a  little  too  near,  a 
monitory  wlii«j)cr  is  (he  more  likely  to  reach  hits." 

"  De  Grey,"  wid  Dudley,  turning  round  sud- 
denly, "  as  usual,  there  is  an  amicable  dispute  be* 
tween  Miss  Momingtou  and  me." 

**  What,  BO  soon  ?"  said  Dc  Grey,  "and  am  1  to 
be  umpire  ?" 

"  No;  she  wys  it  b  a  case  In  which  you  have 
already  prored  yourself  deScient  in  judgment;  or 
rather,  perhapf,  one  in  which  you  hare  dis^- 
pointed  her.  She  accuses  you  of  prejudice  in  tlm 
nwtter." 
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**Of  pTejndiM  [  how  ?  Impowlblr.  t  deny  it, 
u  the  fMbion  Id  delioite  canea^  on  the  •trongth 
ay  igaonaae." 

"  And  I,"  mM  HorUia,  "  nprat  dw  MCMUloa, 
on  tlic  streiifflli  uf  my  kn(>wl«<)]i^.     Th«  quecUoi 
tberafore,  kWI  be  referrvd  to  Lord  HMnnghani 

**  1  am  lionoured,  moit  banDored*"  aJd 
HaiUngbaiik,  '*aiid  I  ain  propordonabty  anxious  to 
esercUo  my jadgoient ;  may  I  not  be  gntifietl  T* 

"  Is  be  not  gratified?"  wbisptrwi  Di*  Grey 
brather,  who  had  jimt  entered  the  iiulL 

"  But,"  continued  Lord  Huslingbmi],  "you 
allow  me  to  lead  you  to  Ibe  drawing-room, 
sure  you  must  be  fatigued." 

"  1  am  oot  fiuigued,"  said  Horetia.  "  Yet  cer- 
tainly we  migbl  aa  well  adjourn  to  the  drawing-roonb" 

Lord  ilaBlingbam  led  her  on.  >'  1  ought  Korcely 
to  have  spoken  of  (iitigue,  I  cutifcss;  you  bear  uo 
•eabloaoe  of  it  about  you.  1  am  lu^py,  however, 
that  by  my  moraentary  for^etfotnew,  I  liavo  sccttred 
a  Rlation  aa  anviablc  as  this.  WiU  you  sit 
hercr 

Horatia  acquiesced,  and  tlien  looked  round  for 
Mr.  Dudley.  "  On  whose  side  will  you  be,  Lord 
Haslingbam  ?  on  mine,  I  hope  !  O  surely  you  wit], 
you  must  be." 

"  Protest,  Dudley,  protest  ogainsi  tbisoverwhel 
iflg  Influence,"  cried  De  Grey, 
o  4 
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"  Yoti  t«acli  in«  to  find  fault  with  yuun,"  sai 
Horatia.  "  Papa,  [ell  liim  to  stand  apart ;  he  will  do 
injury  to  my  cause." 

"  Mark,  my  Lord,  how  pr«(tily  she  can  play  the 
abaolule!  What  a  natural  injustice  is  this.  How 
easily  it  sits  on  her.  Come,  I  will  be  niutP,  only  let 
me  hoar  the  wotdD  of  others." 

"In  commuii  gratitude,"  kuA  Dudley,"!  atq 
b^Kiiid  to  comply  with  your  request ;  I  am  told  you 
ure  one  of  tlie  invincibles,  so  there  can  be  no  dan-  , 
get.  The  truth  is,  we  were  discussing  the  charms 
uf  a  young  lady,  lately  arrived  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, whom  I  bad  the  honour  of  meeting,  two 
evenings  ago,  at  dinner." 

"She  means  Miss  BclJeble,"  said  Charles  T^rel, 
"  And  so  you  don't  admire  her?  I  lounged  into  ibe 
room,  1  remember,  one  morning  wbpn  slic  called 
herv,  and  I  thought  her  pretty  enough." 

"  Pretty— pretty  enough  I  O  Charles,  if  1  but 
knew  bow  to  punish  you  for  that  speech  !  Pretty ! 
— the  word  has  altogetlier  confused  me — you  could 
not  have  looked  at  her  1  urn  sure." 

"I  dare  say  not.     1  did  not  expect  to  see  her; 
however,  see  her  1  did,   witliout  intending  lU     I' 
lancy  she  is  not  ibc  sort  of  person  I  sboukl  like." 

"  Bui,  Duilley,"  said  IX-  Grey,  "we  must  liave 
yoiir  apatliy— for  aputby  1  perceive  it  to  liave  been 
— put  on  record.    I  care  not  to  guess  at  sentiments, 
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wlitn  Uttre  are  neans  by  which  1  can  know  them. 
I  bart  nUMMU,  peciiliiu*  reasons,  til  of  tbetn  of  im- 
pcrtancc,  for  wiahiiig  to  collect  suSraget  oti  th« 
Nihject  of  MiM  BellaUc'a  fiNcinntions." 

"  1  hope  yoa  will  oot  be  as  mvctc  or  i»e  u  MtM 
MocDJi^ton  was.     I  waa  willing  to  admits— " 

"  Wilting  to  admit !  a  pbrwe  qualifying  aad 
Utter.  Horatta  was  right  to  find  fault  with  iL  I 
ietttX  all  oompromiK — a  thing  that  skims  timidly 
■Isoy  with  its  wiogs  balaoocrf,  crtunpliog  up  its 
eliws,  for  tlie  Mhc  uf  temporary  coiircnicnoo,  and 
opening  tlivm  when  it  gets  sight  of  the  perch,  where 
it  was  erer  Its  intention  to  acttlc.  For  my  part,  I 
am  not  willing  to  admit  any  thing;  but,  nevertbe- 
km,  I  shall  Stat*  all  tiiat  I  believe.  Mim  BclleiHle 
b  oalculatcd  to  effect  just  the  desirable  quantity  of 
fmininc  inlwhief.  What  say  you,  Xxird  Ilasling- 
hamr 

•*  If  compelled  to  deliver  my  opinion,"  said  Lord 
Haslingham,  smiting,  "  1  fovl  1  liitve  no  eli<iicc  but 
to  coincide  with  you.  Such,  loo,  was  the  judgment 
prononnced  ut  Vieana." 

HonitiJi  lo«^ed  round  in  delighted  triumph. 
^  Are  you  oouvinced  now  ?"  slie  uiid,  luUlresung 
Oodley. 

"  And  you  would  hare  Mr.  Dudley  conrinced 
by  otlier  people's  feelings,  rather  llinn  by  his  own  ?' 
observeil  De  Grey.     "  An  admirable  arrangement 
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ihts  might  be  in  some  cases,  aiu)  a  particolarly 
coDvenient  one  in  others.  You  really  thought  then 
— for  gueb,  I  prcaiime,  vras  the  reason  why  you 
forbade  all  reference  to  me — that  I  was  not  slrudc 
by  Miss  Bclleisle?" 

"Tliought  80 !  Ye«.  Did  you  ever  give  me 
MMon  to  suspect  that  you  wcreV  It  was  not  &ir 
to  keep  we  in  the  rfark." 

"  Hear  her.  Lord  Haslingbam  !  Was  I  not  justi- 
fied in  calling  ber  tlie  absolute  '!  She  actually 
imagines  1  am  to  account  for  all  my  acUons  to 
her." 

"  No,  not  for  your  actions,  De  Qny,"  said 
Dudley — "  simply  for  your  feelings." 

"  Tlie  very  things  that  arc  allowed  to  be  unac- 
countable." 

"Hut  it  was  so  nauirel  you  should  have  said 
something  to  mc  when  I  asked  you." 

"And  you  actually  questioned  me  on  the  sub- 
ject?" 

"  Not  actually,  perhaps *■ 

"  By  your  eyes,  then  ? — which  I  amftm  We 
moat  asking  things  in  the  world." 

"  If  itiey  ask  questions,  tbey  at  least  inspire 
answers  also,"  said  Mr.  Dudley. 

l^rd  Haslinglium  looked  up;  Sir  Hubert  rose^j 
(ram  a  tent  he  had  quietly  been  occupying  in  the 
(UaMnce,  and  placed  himself  neiur  his  dougkter. 
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*'  The  rotes,  Uien.  urs  in  hntu  of  Mbn  BtU»> 
klei'  I  tbougtit  tiic  r|UM(ion  would  be  teiiJod 
ntJioot  ia« :  Loota  bu  MirpriMd  nur,  1  conTcM." 

"I  amiue  yon,  Hubert,  I  bave  oonalcU:nicl  the 
tubject  tborougUy.  I  know  the  precbw  mluur  of 
h«r  I'voft,  tike  form  uf  tho  c]ro>l>rovr,  tlic  urnnK«- 
mMt  of  tht  bair.  Let  bcr  but  full  iti  hrvv,  unci  ib« 
will  bo  irrMistibto.  Is  there  no  one  who  will 
oMBw)  b«r  to  do  M?  How  nu)  tb«  wbioper  at 
Vleiua.  mj  Lord  f 

"  It  was  flcarci'l)'  my  way  to  attend  to  whiaptlti" 
wd  Lord  Hastingham.  '*  However,  some  remarks 
■b  tbe  subject,  A[>pikreiitly  flo  inteietliiig  (o  Mr.  Ue 
Gray,  used  to  reach  me  now  and  then.  It  was  the 
UioD  to  accuse  Miss  Bclleisle  of  pride,  because 
the  admitted  few  to  ber  intunacy.  Those  of  tlie  few 
irho  presumed  on  the  ioUiBacy,  made  tlicir  cfaurKv 
ia  turn,  and  accused  her  of  insensibility.  I  know 
Ml  how  tliAt  might  be ;  but  ettiouting  her  cliu- 
taeter  u  I  did,  and  do,  I  can  only  say  1  should 
lave  been  sorry,  had  I  seen  her  honour  with  her 
tboioe  any  individual  of  the  circle  in  which  it  was 
bsr  Ibrtsiw  to  move  ut  Vtenniu" 

"My  dear  Lord,"  said  Sir  Hubert  witli  auima- 
ikn,  "  ibo  oulogium  ts  a  high  one.  Yet,  if  1  r«- 
neniber  rightly,  lliere  were  at  the  Imporitd  Court, 
oboai  the  period  to  which  you  allude,  one  or  two 
or  wbote  merit  I  could  vouch  myself,  or 
a  6 
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tatlicr  for  whottc  merit  no  vouclicr  could  be  r^' 
(jiiircd.  I  am  coiiu-iit  just  now  to  refer  to  one  of  J 
tliOMc— Captain  C«niiig»1>y." 

Lord  lU&lingliain  lui<l  turned  to  Iloratia. 

Ou  the  uiie.ipeetcd   menlion  of  Capbtin   Con-' 
ing«by's  name  by  Sir  Hubert,  Dudley  liiid  beoiii 
struck  by  an  indescribable  change  in  his  maitner  ;j 
but  lie  SUM'  only,  in  tlic  momentM  that  tuceoededil 
tlie  devotion  that  n-a«  |Nud,  and  tbe  unite  that  ac- 
knowledged  the  devotion.     Str  Hubert  and  D« 
Grey  liad  marked  the  change  also.    Sir  Hubert  I 
said   no   more.      Lord    Haslinghun   continued    to 
devote  himself  to  Horudn,  till  the  latter  ruAc  and 
retirc-d.     Her  dopurturc  wat  the  signal  for  tl)C  dt^ 
parture  of  others ;  aiid  at  lengtli  Sir  Hubert  and 
his  brotlicr  feand  tberaselves  alone. 

"  Louis,"  said  !^r  Hubert,  "  I  told  you  that  the  ' 
mystery  lay  tliere.  1  spoke  des^edly  to  the  ^ 
point :  I  hod  various  motives  for  speaking  ns  I  did. 
I  wua  anxious  to  nscertiun  whetlier  I  bud  undei^ 
kUkkI  him  right,  for  he  liad  other  relatives  at  Vienna. 
I  wished  CO  give  you  the  opportunity  of  forming 
your  own  judgment ;  and  I  was  determined  also  to 
■how  Lortl  Haslingliain  the  opinion  I  entertained 
of  the  individual  in  question.  Yes — the  name  is 
poison  to  htm.  I  am  willing  to  wait  awhile  for  the 
fblfilment  of  his  promise,  especially  m  I  liave  tlie 
internal  conviction  now,  that  no  action  of  liia  tUii 
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cu  hove  b«ea  Mich  ss  to  interrere  with  my  vuhct 
b  (Tgvd  to  Ilomtin.  How  to  accounl  for  iltb  u- 
tnorilimu-y  enmity  I  know  no< ;  thry  were  bravf^hl 
up  as  liroUiera — >tliey  Invc-ii  lu  brotben." 

*'  May  tlicre  liave  be«n  no  riiralry  ?"  said  Dc 
Gny,  jncautiously.  "Hiralry  in  after  life  snapH 
in  a  moiDenl  the  tiea  of  early  friendship.  Hon  ia 
dritf  Hubert  ?  yoa  wem  startled. " 

"Startled?  do — no — I  do  not  know  wbat  1  vrns 
thraluDg  of;  but  now  ibitt  I  do  tliink,  I  bare  tonic 
Ktaoa  to  quarrel  witb  you  for  your  suppoaition. 
flHlitig;bacn  is  suitor  to  my  daughter.  I  bad  tatber 
MppoM  ha  bean  bad  been  untouched  till  now; 
besideft,  he  is  tH>t  a  man  to  be  enuly  won." 

"  I  Bgrce  with  you  there :  1  am  acioniabed,  how- 
ever, that  as  Miis  Belleiala  mu  so  difficult  to  please, 
■ad  n  Lord  Ha»ltiigliain  wis  to  convinced  of  her 
rigbt  to  be  difficott,  it  did  not  occur  to  him  to  act 

IUie  umbaEsador  in  \ove,  and  sue  for  otlier  priviltrgus 
than  bi«  official  one«." 
"  lie  might  bave  done  so,  undoubtedly,"  said  Sir 
Jiobert,  "  liad  it  been  bis  pleasure,  and  wjlb  the 
BMHt  well-founded  hope,  tliat  nuccesa  would  even- 
tually wait  on  bis  aspirations,  ll  is  pretty  evident, 
tlirnrforr,  tliat  it  was  not  bb  pleuure.  1  own  1 
«BD  ptrticubirly  glad  that  affairs  did  not  take  that 
tum.  It  had  l>L>en  my  wi&b  long  since,  tliai,  one 
day  or  other,  Lord  Ilaslinghaiu  tnigbt  be  attracted 
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to  Horada:  uid  yet  I  am  not  altog«tfa«r  at  M 
cithsr,  raapeotinf;  ber." 

"Respecting  Homtia!  My  dear  Hubert,  dis- 
miss your  fean — tier's  is  consdtutioiially  a  It^py 
heart — nlie  will  love  Lord  HaslmgliiLm  as  loag  as 
he  makes  her  happy,  and  uo  longer." 

•*\>1)y,"  said   Sir  Hul>e^^   half  laughing,   "  Ij 
do  not  know  whether,  by  liiis  argument  of  your'St 
you  have  lightened  my  fears  for  Horatia." 

"  Surely  you  would  not  have  ber  love  Lord  Ilaa- 
liogham,  if  bo  is  act  calculated  to  advance  ber 
bappinoM  y 

"Certainly  not;  but  1  should  be  sorry  if  sbe 
made  the  discovery  too  late." 

**  That  cannot  be ;  we  shall  all  be  at  band  to  i 
help  her.     There  in  Dudley,  too, — he  will  get  into 
his  old  habit  of  ad\-i«iiig,  no  doubt — the  balance  wiU  i 
be  oren — which  is  just  what  you  wished  it  to  be." 

**  You  hare  reminded  me  of  another  of  my  em- 
bairassmcnts.  I  could  not  believe  it  till  lately — 
very  lately " 

"  Believe  what  'i"  said  Do  Grey. 

"  l^ouis,  why  affoet  ignorance  ?  yoo  have  ^vwtl 
hint  after  liint  on  the  subject.  I  am  of  your  opi-  j 
nion  at  last — Dtidtcy  admireH  Horatio." 

De  Grey  said  iiotldng  for  a  moiaeut  or  two  in 
reply  to  this,  "  Poor  Dudley !"  he  remarked  at 
lasti  **  it  is  ber  fault,  then,  ratlier  tlum  his :  be  bad 
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no  intention  of  playing  the  fool  «o  egrvgiouly, 
when  tirst  Lc  rode  over  to  Mornuigtoii  in  indepen- 
dent hard-heaitedneM.  1  cannot  imagine  how  be 
fiat  tbougfat  of  iu  The  wont  of  it  is,  too,  tiiBl 
Dudley  is  such  a  man  of  method,  be  will  Sad  it 
dificnlt  to  leave  off  loring,  now  he  hu  got  used 
toit" 

"  He  nnt  be  tnuf^ht  to  Imw  it  off,  however," 
■id  St  HnbcTt  "  Lord  Hiulioghun  liu  in  him 
tbc  elemenis  of  all  that  b  noble;  but  with  itiia 
Debility  of  the  q>irit  there  b  minified  •  fiutidioDs- 
iitm,  partly  apringing  from  romance,  and  partly 
tarn  knowledge  of  the  world,  whoae  influence  1 
omdder  fiual  to  the  rational  bappiaeea  of  life.  The 
current  of  events  will  not  always  flow  on  smoothly ; 
and  1  can  Eoncy  that  the  alifffatcst  contre-tctna 
wotdd  tufflo  the  tranquillity  of  Lord  Haslingfaan. 
i  conceive  him  incUned  to  dntiruit ;  and  from  db- 
trust  th«r«  n  but  one  «lep  to  jealousy.  lie  and  I 
■re  peculurly  situated,  in  refttrencc  the  one  to 
the  otiier.  It  was  impossible  that,  with  feelings 
such  as  mine,  1  could  absolutely  and  irrcvombly, 
on  tbe  flrst  blosh  of  tin;  buiiincss,  nuthorbe  a  dulm, 
however  imposing  it  might  be,  the  substantiation 
of  which  woald  draw  witliio  its  chain  the  faappinea 
of  my  child.  Hasliogham  bimielf,  from  a  refined 
•UHW  of  delicac)-,  would  have  shrunk  back  from 
XMsivlBg  such  a  pUldger  i-ven  Lad  1  hod  the  in- 
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delicacy  to  ofT^r  iu     I  left  the  liberty  of  choice  to 
well  of  tli«  pnrttv«  more  immciliatciy  conccrnctl. 
Furtlier  than  tliis  I  gimranU-cd  ontliitig;  ani)  fui>< 
tlier  than  this  I  can  do  notliing,  till  1  have  found ' 
out  wliat  arc  the  sentiments  of  Iloratia.    My  move- 
mviita  un!  conscqix-iicly  Hliitckled : — yet  if  in  one 
sense  were  tlicy  more  ho,  Lord  Hasllngham  vroald , 
l>e  conscious  of  a  security,  the  want  of  which,  I 
am  afraid,  may  opon  the  vruy  to  a  hundred  undefi- 
nable  suspicions." 

*'Iboc  tlic  diiemniH;  und  the  incipient  jealousy,  | 
I  perceive,  in  to  settle  on  Dudley.    This  is  strctdi- 
iag  the  aflairon  rather  too  fine  »  tlircad,  or  rather, 
on  one  not  fine  enough.     Dudley  ia  scarcely  a  per- 
son to  cnU>r  the  liHts  witli  I^rd  Haxlinghant." 

"That  is  true;  but  tJii-  jcnlous  watch  drcum- 
stancra  in  rcliilion  to  the  indiviiluiil  bcloveil.  .'\nd  if 
these  conclusions  get  entangled  there,  they  cany| 
thpm  no  further.  It  matters  litllo  wlmt  may  b«  our 
own  opinion  of  ttie  person  we  deprecate,  or  what 
may  he  tlie  judgment  passed  on  his  claim  by  the  i 
world,  provided  we  believe  him  to  be  looked  on  witb^| 
favour,  where  wc  would  wisli  him  to  be  consideren 
with  indifference.  Hunitia'a  mamier  to  Dudley  is  ^ 
flattering  in  the  extreme.  Lord  Haslingliam  can>^| 
not  &il  to  obsen-e  that  it  is  so."  ^M 

"  Ay,  but  it  is  merely  manner ; — not  that  t  mean  " 
to  deny  that  she  has  a  high  o])inion  of  Dudley ; — 
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upinloU)  however,  mardi  oflf  ihe  wviw,  when 
uft  «iwa  Ktmi  in  on  tltc  otiiiT  side." 

••I  tdll  wisb,"  Bud  Sir  Hubert,  <•  that  any  clisnca 
W  taken  Dudley  into  Yorkiihire  just  oaw,  I  re- 
pMt,  I  am  bemmed  in  by  p«r|)loxitiGS.  UtuU«]r  i« 
tliMson  of  grare  person,  and  witUaJ  m  mntit  oldar 
tba  Horada,  that  1  am  tialf  inclined  lu  sjnile  at 
ny  tWD  BuspicioDB ;  and  certainly  not  at  all  inclined 
lolet  bim  know  tbat  1  have  tmbibvd  tLem.  In  fact 
1^1  b  out  of  die  question.  Still,  if  it  were  pond- 
bleUiat  a  liiut  tbould  rtncb  liitii' — hut  thiitffs  itro 
uarcely  sufficiently  in  prepress  rlMwhsrv,  to  adtnil 
«f  tliat — what  llilnk  you  ?" 

"  I  think,"  said  Dc  Grey,  "  that  Dudley  will 
bnaelf  take  the  alarm,  before  be  has  been  iwenty- 
fiwr  hours  longer  antatigiit  us.  Trtist  to  lib  ocute- 
DMs  fur  nuiktng  the  discovery  ;  trust  to  his  caution 
for  nctinif  circumspectly  after  it  a  made.  There  is 
tMlher  consideration  1  would  Uy  beforv  you.  If 
Lord  Haslingham  in  cescDtially  jealous,  it  cannot  be 
fit  to  confide  to  bU  keeping  the  happiness  of 
Horatia:  yet,  without  proof,  it  were  unjust  to 
tapate  lo  him  this  jealouay.  It  in  impuwible  to 
vt  on  snspidon :  they  who  do  so,  only  get  sus- 
pected ihemselvea.  Try  bim  on  the  point  you  fear. 
I  confess  I  fear  bim  too,  therefore  1  do  not  bcMtate 
to  offer  this  counsel.  1  do  not  like  him  us  yuu  do; 
I  thai]  iM>t  try  to  like  him.     Let  him  uke  care. 
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Horatiu  muM  not  msrry  the  man  who  doubu  1ier> 
or  tlie  lieulUifuliiCM  of  licr  vivacity  i*  gone  for  ever. 
It  is  beoiuM  tbe  slwlcs  of  cluuaetcr  arc  forced'! 
rndol)-  into  contact  wjili  each  other,  that  misery  too 
freqaently  linka  it&elf  with  marriage.  L«t  U!i  sup- 
port however,  that  our  au§[iicionii  are  unfounticii —  i 
I  lave  anotlier  reason  yet  for  Uie  oouniel  I  givefl 
you.  A  couDtorchcck  is  stimulating;  touch  with 
a  little  tremor  the  spring  of  LonI  HuslingluiiD'a 
puipoMc,  and  his  whole  heart  will  be  electrified.  ■ 
IF  he  were  tiot  proud,  I  would  spare  him ;  or  iF^| 
Homtta  lovi-d  him  1  would  spare  him  in  sptte  of  bis  ~ 
pride.  Hut  she  does  not  love  him  yet.  The  love 
will  eome,  like  other  things,  when  it  is  ojilled,  I 
hate  no  doubt,  and  I  hope  it  will  bring  a  proper 
share  of  self-complacency  along  with  it.  I  would 
bare  liim  bear  off  the  palm,  it'  such  be  her  will— but 
die  pilgrims  of  old  gathered  it  in  a  laiid  which  bad 
been  fought  for.  Think  over  my  advice,  Hubert, 
as  you  dress  for  dinner." 

"We  will  discuss  this  business  again  when  w« 
arc  lew   hurrini,"  said  Sir  Hubert;  "it  cannot  b«'| 
lighdy  determined  on." 


CHAPTER  X. 

"  I  know  bim  well ; 
Ah  I  no,  I  know  bim  not,  I  knew  him  once, 
But  DOW  'di  put." 

"  Let  it  be  put  with  you : 
Forget  him,  Hidun." 

What  hinn'i  in  thii  I 
Nooe,  Done,  my  Lord, 
Bat  what**  to  ber,  that  now  'di  put  for  ever." 

All  loa  Lovk. 

"  What  do  you  pucpoH  tbent" 
"  I  know  not  what." 

Thbodoiiui. 


"I  am  very  glad  diat  the  visit  has  been  paid, 
Wever,"  said  Lord  Meldon. 

"  There  could  be  litUe  doubt  that  it  would  be 
{•id,"  was  the  reply.     '*  Lord  HaiUngham  is  not  a 
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person  to  HispciKv  witli  ttiv  ccrcmoiurs  of  sMtetf ; 
bcftidcs,  1  ulways  Joubted  at  tliv  liinc  whether 
llioro  were  aiiy  coohiete  on  hU  part  or  not,  dikI  you 
may  remember  perhaps  that  I  told  you  so." 

"My  dear  Lady  Meldon,"  taid  her  lord,  wtt£ 
Hii  tir  of  quiet  astonialimcnt,  not  unminglod  with 
veiUJODt  "  iiow  oui  you  8ay  tliU  ?  Were  we  not, 
at  one  period,  on  tcnns  of  »ueli  familiar  intimacy, 
tliBt  scarcely  a  day  past  witliout  our  Keing  eaeli 
other  ?  Was  this  llie  case  during  the  last  few  weeki 
of  Lord  Haslingham'H  residence  at  VienniL."  ■ 

"Well,"  aaid  Lady  Meldon,  "and  at  the  time 
of  that  excessive  intimacy,  did  1  not  repeat  again 
and  again,  that  1  wax  surprised  Lord  Hiudinghun 
couh)  find  leisure  to  pay  vJiuta?  I  suppose,  at  latl; 
tliat  he  had  not  the  leisure,  tlial  in  all." 

"  Leisure  t"  said  Lord  Mclduii ;   "  if  we  met 
Court,  or  elsewhere,  liia  whole  manner  was  altered. 
1  wisli,  even  now,  I  could  ascertain  the  cause  of 
the  change." 

<'  Par«Ion  mc ; — but  tt  appear*  to  me  that  if  it 
not  aacertjuned  tlien,  it  would  be  difficult  to  dis 
ver  it  now.  Why  take  any  trouble  about  tlie  past? 
1  am  persuaded  Lord  lluslingbam  retains  no  recol- 
lection of  there  having  been  this  clinnge.  He 
made  himself  particularly  agreeable  this  morning. 
My  dear  lord,  why  did  ynu  go  out:  I  told  you  he 
would  call  to-day ;  and  Eleanor,  tlie  was  not  wel^ 
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ud  ibo  did  not  make  lier  appeanuwc.     ImtA  Has* 
SngliaiD  is  oa«  of  my  favourilea — I  alNrnys  liked 
Lord  Hsslingham.     Sir  Hubert  too,  he  wm  rodly 
dtUgfatfiil :  but  then  tliBt  disaf^reeable  brotber  of 
y»— he  »  as  nnrtling  to  me  as  ever  :  in  fact,  I  cnn- 
BN  poMibly  conceive  bow  be   maiiages  to  luiier 
tny  >o  mnch   time  here.     Tbunk  Heaven,  I  be- 
fine  lie  ii  going  at  knL  I  undcrsund  be  bw  laade 
noe  bBprasion  ;  liotr,  I  cnimnt  imaglac ;  be  nlgbt 
i^tak  for  a  twelvemonib  and  make  no  imprewon, 
I  UD  Aure,  upon  me :  but  it  is  very  irrong  of  liim, 
ia  ibat  cue,  not  in  follow  it  up — cxtremdy  inju- 
ffitioiu — just  wbut  mtglil  be  expected  frum  liim." 

**  You  foi^et,  n>y  dear  Eliiabctb,  that  all  import- 
ut  buiineBs  is  over  now;  ilicn-  \*  notiiinf;  of  any 
Mnequencc  going  ooi  Mr.  De  Grey,  1  bear, 
Wm  to  reterve  bimself  for  special  ocasions — Sir 
Uidvert  told  me  m>." 

"Mr.  De  Grey  migbt  Rhow  a  little  mora 
Mbmice,  1  tliink,  for  iboM  who  took  the  trouble 
b  bring  kin  in.  I  sbould  Mwjtect  be  would  not 
find  that  answer.  However,  I  proftMs  nut  to  un< 
JtiKaDd  bb)  politics;  be  ia  altogetlier  beyond  me. 
I  presume,  on  tlic  snrface  tliey  are  the  same  as  8ir 
Habert's;  but  then  Sir  Hubert  is  so  quiet,  so  gcn- 
duanly,  m  easily  conciliated.  I  pity  ibosv  wbo 
•reidd  attempt  tocouciliato  Mr.  I)c  Grey." 

"  He  is  likely,  I  think,"  said  Lonl  MeUJon,  *<  to 
Mkt  a  (Uttin^isbed  figuri':  in  tlie  world." 
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'*  If  the  world  would  but  keep  liim  ou 
way,  I  should  be  louch  obliged  to  it,  ai>d  so 
would  Lord  Ilaalingham.  It  is  altogether  unlnckjr 
his  bebg  down  here  jiut  now.  I  shall  be  rejoioed 
to  bear  of  his  departure  It  is  impossible  Lord 
HasUngbam  can  like  liim;  besides,  lie  iDterferm 
(00  mudi — I  dislike  people  wlio  interfere— uotliiog 
is  more  inconrenient.  I  really  do  not  see  why  he 
should  call  here  as  often  as  iiiir  Hubert  does;  he  is 
in  the  way,  aad  he  fatigues  toe. 

"  My  dear  Lady  Meldon,  you  pressed  him  to 
call  youraelC.  I  do  not  say  I  like  him  cither ;  bat 
still,  while  he  is  at  Momington  what  can  we  do? 
Surely  oii  Sir  Uuhert'a  account — " 

*'  On  Sit  Hubert's  account,  and  certainly  on 
other,"  said  Lady  Meldon.     "  I  cannot  think  w 
can  have  prepossessed  Elctuior  in  fiivour  of  Mr. 
De  Orey." 

"  How  !  she  admires  Iiim  then," 

"  Admires  him  !  my  dear  lord,  what  a  strani 
phrase  that  is ;  poor  Blcanor !  bow  you  would  hav« 
made  her  blush  if  she  bad  been  here." 

"  But   she    is  not   here,"  utaA    Lord   M' 
placidly,  "  you  sai<)  slic  liked  bini,  however  ?" 

"  Liked  him — Ob !  no— only  I  observe  she  talkt 
more  to  him  than  to  any  one  else." 

'<  I  am  astonished  at  that,"  said  Lord  Meldon ; 
**  for  it  is  not  easy,  when  Mr.  De  Grey  talkst  to  find 
lime  to  reply  to  him." 
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Lidy  MeldoD  muled  laaguiAiy.     "  O,  but  be  is 
^fttUMd.  I  HippoK." 

^■"Siie  doeanoC  flatter  him  inteotioaally,"  nid 

^^ord  Meldoo. 

!  "Flutcrhtin  iolentionaUyl  Klewior  flikttcr  Mr. 
DtGrvy!  Awuredlynot — she  knows  what  hccot— 
bar  better.  But  dengnedly,  or  aeddeiitally,  it 
*iU  not  do  to  flatter  Mr.  De  Grey,  lie  is  a 
du^roiu  tort  of  pcriton  to  tamper  witli — he  looks 
diogerviia.'* 

"  I  should  like  to  bear  EIranor's  opinwn  of  him,'* 
aid  Lord  Mvldon,  thoughtfully  ;  '*  ber  opinioix 
kre  f^oomlly  ju»t  ones." 

To  diis  obsemtion  Lady  Mcldoit  did  not  take 
Ike  troobk  to  reply.  "  1  bi-tievc  I  rociitiotK<<l,  tliat 
lie  whole  party  from  Moniiiigton  <lluc  here  on 
Tuesday ;  I  meao  all  but  Ludy  Mornington ;  tlwro 
■I  DO  persuading  ber.  Mr.  Dc  Grey  goes  away 
M  Wednesday.  It  »  so  unlucky  I  did  notkiww 
iWt  earlier.  liowercr,  perhaps  it  is  as  well ;  Sir 
lluhert  will  be  better  pleased.  Uc  cannot  poeribly 
■tty  looger,  I  am  told,  or  be  would,  tosre  tlic  Pcrcivals. 
lam  ao  glad  he  will  be  gone  when  wc  dine  at  Mor- 
■ia^D.  Lord  IlaBliagham  is  certainly  very  hond- 
•one.  That  ia  on  exoclleot  parti  for  Mi«  Mor- 
ifaigtoB.  Of  course  there  can  be  no  doubt  on  the 
Mhjnt,  though  things  do  not  appear  to  be  settled 
He  will  make  a  very  agreeable  lover — ehc  u 


and  tbcn  olie  wHl  be  delipJitfi 

"  Sbe  is  very  di-HghtTuI, 
alteralioD,"   said   Lord  MeM 
Cleuiior  hud  balf  kcr  gaiety." 
*'  You  must  excuse  tnc,  m 
but  I  cannot  coincide  witJi  y 
for  it,  but  indeed  1  ciiniioL 
certainly  very  atinotive  ;  stil 
nil!  not  l>ear  comparison  wi 
Lady  M^ldoii,    with  an   air  c 
arose  and  broke  up  tlie  confen 
Tkc  evening  of  the  dinner  i 
lingliam  liad  looked  forward  to 
degree  of  curiinity  and  inicrcst 
to   beIiol<),    moving   nmid»t  t) 
F.D^Iish  home,  her  to  whom  tl 
admiration  wht.<n  she  was  sum 
lineM  of  her  foreign  one.     He 
linked,  at  tlie  earlier  period 
Vienna,   witli   Lord   Meldon; 
pends  in  a  greater  decree  on 
euiDStaoce{_U!aQ.on.siiju]gU4^ 
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Lord  HMliDglttun,  conscious  of  hh  own 
iority,  and  under  Uio  dominion  of  n  pr'^judice 
wUch  it  ploancd  him  to  fost«r.  bad  certainly  no 
villi  to  find  bimicir  n^fiin  >>>  ■'■(>  familiar  circle  of 
Lord  Mflilon ;  but  »  mn  of  inotrimblir  introduction 
Iwd  ptjir€4]  l)iro  wiiiiin  it,  and  it  v.m  neefsmry  to 
bMd  tb«  round  with  grace.  He  coutd  pardon  tlM 
iMoity  of  Lady  Mcldon;  tbc  only  tiling  tliat  di*> 
tariwd  him  about  her,  vm  her  occasiouaJ  positive- 
Dtn;  Btill.  OS  tJir  pertinacity  wns  alwaya  polit«,  and 
mnetinies  plautiblet  ihat  iniglit  be  for^ven  too. 

Lord  Hnsliiigluini,  in  utht^r  dayti,  bnd  often 
tunW  with  a  Ktuuion  of  relief,  from  the  parenta 
^  *f  Eleanor,  to  Eleanor  herself;  and  as  at  lli«  pre- 
^Bknt  period  he  oould  not  entirely  shake  (roin  bis 
^nfaxl  an  infinite  number  of  iinpW<innt  recollections 
^VMr  dJTCSt  himself  of  the  npprehL'nsion  that  these 
■dill  be  called  forth  by  the  unounscioua  inten-en- 
ticn  of  I.ord  Mcldon  nn^  bin  lady,  it  wm  but  na- 
l«al  thnt  be  sliould  revert  to  that  flfrure  in  llie 
ftmp,  wliote  gracefutnew  sited  light  around  it 
He  knew  that  Eleanor's  was  a  superior  mind ;  there 
*CTe  occasions  that  had  called  it  into  action  at 
Vienna;  yet  she  carried  alougwitb  her  nil  the  soft- 
ana  of  her  aex ;  and  titc  faacinatioit  of  the  <toftnes« 
tyed  tncn  on,  till  tliey  fancied  they  loved  tlie 


'Flic  party  from   Motnington  Hall  made  ita  ap- 
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and  two  or  three  guests   at   the   pre 
resident  under  the  root^ 

Elraiwr,  {Mile,  beautiful,  and  dignUie 
aud  met  Lord  lliislingluun.     She  acn 
her  cyoa  a»  tliey  met,  but  tlic  imprMMV 
grccti-d  Iicr  found  itx  wny  tu  htT  sotil. 
moments  tlicy  stood,  occupied  in  the 
dtangc  of  question  and  reply.     It  waa 
bring  the  dialogue  to  an  early  tennii 
Lord  Ila&tiiigluun  led  Eleanor  to  a  seat* 
himself  beside  her.     Ilia  manner  was  i 
deferential,  and  at  first  slightly  enibarn 
congratulated  ber  on  her  return  to  Engli 
abode  of  hi>r  ehilHhood;  spoke  of  tiie  ch 
must  hare  struck  her,  after  an  absence  s 
us  hoi's  had  been.     He  said  he  had  be 
to  sec  I^rd   Mcldon  looking  so  well, 
met  the  other  morning  by  chance  in  Cli 
that  they  had  unluckily  contrived  to  miss 
till  then;  revertml  for  an  instant  to  VI 
then  dwelt,  apparently  with  iri[ere>i|,  on 
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CeUoiit  bat  as  geoUy  as  possible,  glancing  erer 
■Don  a  smile  full  of  meaning  at  hU  brotlier. 
Lonl  MtflcIoQ,  Sir  Hubert,  and  die  geiiUcmeii 
Maying  at  Temple  Bourne,  vers  aaietDbled  in  llie 
hay  wimlow,  and  engage*!  in  a  sort  of  lounging 
toorersnticMi.  Homtiu  und  I.urcl  were  Mratml  un 
u  <ittoR»n,  talking  atill  moT«  idly;  and  Dudley, 
inoUned  to  oninM  and  to  b«  smi»ed,  tlood  before 
liMn. 

It  amy  be  supposed  lUat  Dudley  was  at  tbia 
ptriod  not  M  unsuspieiouR  of  tJte  purport  of  Lord 
tiiiiingbam'i  riait  to  Mornington,  as  it  was  liia 
Ibnrae  to  be  on  ibc  dny  when  tlie  ditouasioD  rela- 
tire  10  bintMlf  had  taken  pla€e  between  Sir  Hubert 
ukI  Ills  brother.  But  wbether  be  was  not  cuurcly 
tMiificd  with  the  conclusions  be  )tad  drawn,  or  tlii- 
fremiui  on  which  they  were  founded;  or  whether 
^  thought  that  tbe  situation  altogether  on  which  he 
<mi  hazarding  his  conjevtiirea,  bad  in  it  rather  more 
vl  sentimcut  than  of  certainty :  (mid  iu  Eiict  it  was, 
tmt  that  a*  yet  Lord  Himlinghiun  ww  only  feeling 
iit  way  to  the  heart  of  Hotatia)  he  deemed  it 
Dtoro  diacreot,  aitd  found  it  more  convenient,  to  act 
^M  if  he  bad  disoorered  noUiing. 

"  Yo«,*'  be  nid,  in  referejice  to  a  remark  lie  had 

jiut  nutde  to  Horatia,  *'  I  am  convinced  it  is  »o ; 

Belleiale  is  no  exception  to  the  rule.     It  is 

rjtrwn.home  that  abe  appears  moat  graceful. 

H  S 


«  Certainly,"  said  Hontia.  "  1  ihall 
satislieit  with  it  perliapg,  Uian  if  it  were  a  i 
my  own." 

Dudley  bowed  and  smiled.  "  But  I 
be  flultfred  out  of  my  arguiDent;  here  it 
beautiful  womnti  fveU  lii>nwlf  inoAt  nt  eM 
slie  is  dUpcnsiiig  smiles ;  aiid  tnual  sbe  not  ( 
smilra  wbi-ii  she  ofTcra  welcome?  And 
not  oBer  many  welcomes,  when  her  guesta  ll 
toboepitalily?" 

"  If  a  wotiun  feels  herself  at  ease  wl 
smiles,"  sid  Lorel,  lauj^liing,  "  Jt  is,  I  suppJ 
because  she  has  an  idea  that  other  people  an 
Come,  come,  you  know  what  you  told  nf 
obout  the  love  of  tormenting — thiit  natiind  pi 
—that  inherent  inclinatlon^-aye,  On  my  so^ 
were  llic  vnry  words,  Horatia,  and  now 

"  You  would  »Iuune  me  out  of  my  sm 
said  Dudley,  good  humouredly.    "  What !  i: 
tlio  new  doctrine  tlie  pleasanter  of  tbe  t 
bound  to  adhere  obst!nat«'ly  to  the  old  ? 
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mmt  not  let  you  penmule  me  to  nny  thing 


V^ 


I 


"  Not  to  any  thing  ?  There  i*  wxiiMhing  in- 
iltfiaitely  awful  ia  the  threat ;  but  I  forget — you 
■fixed  to  it  n  very  satisfactory  limitation.  1  sub- 
■k  thcmforc  to  the  decrw  with  tolerable  nwigna- 
tim;  ibu  ia  neither  tlic  time  nor  the  pUcc  to  talk 
tt  penoatlon.  I  am  ciuitc  tlelighted  to  oee  the 
non*  filling  sroutu)  us;  it  it  agreeable  occaaiou- 
Jlly  to  talk  in  a  crowd." 

"Tberenow, again  !"  laidL.OTeL  "Confess  how 
fooare  altered.  When  first  I  nw  youat  Morningtoit, 
V"  hated  company.  Don't  you  recollect,  Iloratia, 
W  lie  used  to  roalto  his  escape  the  instant  he 
kanl  there  was  a  dinner  party  iti  contemplation  i"* 
"Esoipe!"  nid  Dudley.  "Do  not  remind 
UN  of  danger,  hy  talking  of  escape.  Do  not,  1 
[      bwcecli  yoti." 

^m  wSball  we  talk  to  you  of  the  danger  itself?" 
^Pwd  Hontia.  "  If  you  get  ^miliar  with  it,  yoit 
^  aill  (ear  it  no  longer." 

Ad  idea  not  altogetlier  pleasant  in  its  nature, 
Kerned  at  that  moment  to  erou  the  mind  of  Mr. 
Dudley ;  fur  with  a  smile,  rather  embarrasseil  llinin 
M^tdewent,  he  said :  *"Uo  you  think  it  Is  wi»c  to 
ttik  of  danger?"  And  he  was  about  to  glide 
dexterously  from  Im  mental  allusion  to  that  whii'h 
hid  been  made  by  I^vcl,  when  the  little  <lialogue 
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stirred  not  a  step,  neitlier  dtil  be  i^pcar 
tOBtir, 

Horutia,  perfectly  Iiappy,  and  at  ease, 
llic  sJigliteot  wi»)i  for  tlie  departure  of 
It  did  not  occur  to  ber  that  Lord  Has 
might  feci  differcotly;  l>G«dr«,  she  wm  d 
ihut  he  wag  oitcv  more  at  her  side.  Tr 
had  not  been  vi«ited  i^y  a  inoment'H  anxict 
he  was  away ;  but  thttrc  liad  been  oo  occi 
anxiety. 

She  anawereil  all  hU  ob»erration«  with 
heartedness  that  (laioed  while  it  pleBse<l  Idit 
the  first  few  liours  after  they  had  met  in  4 
at  Momington,  a  sentiment  of  coiiwiousw 
oppressed  her;  but  she  had  now  become  | 
his  presence  and  his  attentions.  Every  ^ 
pcctcd  her  to  be  pleased  in  his  presence,! 
feel  flattered  by  hi»  utuntions;  why  sltould) 
show  that  she  was  lliun  pleased  and  tbiiU'red 

Lord  Haslinf^bani  at  first  liod  found  a  d 
■  oenplaoeDcy  w  innocent;  but  it  is  the  tN 
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_^tion  lie  tvislicd  on  ihe  wimbility  of  HoratiiL     It 

Ka»riaril  to  him  rmtbcr,  tlinl  liia  idea  flontvd  over 

^Hwr  benrt  nlong  witli  oUier  tJitngs,     He  luul  loo 

BtMKk  rtfiaMueni  of  imoginUton  to  suppose,  or  to 

VtspMt,  tlialklic  could  be  fond  of  liim  yet;  but  pre- 

hrence — reuonable   preference,   on   Uie   marl    to 

Wnoe  tiDreaaonable — tliat  uos  wbal  lie  askvd  for. 

Hi  doubled  whctbcr  slie  did  not  liico  better  to  talk 

U  Dudley  lluut  to  Liid.    But  llien,  perhaps,  she  wsa 

I       iNtc  at  eaae  witJi  Dudley.     Aitd  Dc  Grey,  bcr 

JHDg  uncle,  the  itecn  observer  on  binwelf — be  of 

iBnen  had  ber  confidence — he  of  all  mei>,  would 

it  the  moM  likely  lo  lend  her.     Lead  her !     The 

time  would  come,  when  he  must  put  u  ittop  to  tlidl- 

At  it  was — abould  be  win  over  Oe  Grey  to  hi« 

Mil  ?    Should  lie  court  him  in  private  ?     Should 

he  nxnplinient  him  in  public  ?     Should  h«  ofTer  to 

KTvt  bim  with  those  in  power?     But  bin  pride, 

•«l  hit  prtjodice — for  he  did  iiol  like  De  Grey — 

<i|iii|Hr«d  to  bim  to  try  other  mvam  first.     De 

Gttj  waa  leaving  Momington.     OtKc  gone,  I^rd 

Hatlingbam  would  Mrain  every  nerve  to  cMtublixli 

^{nioR  over  the  flexile  mind  of  Horatia ;  and  that 

dominion,  when  C9ittie<I  to  it«  extent,  would  absorb 

Ifte  minor  influence*,  if  accident  or  habit  tempted 
tkem  for  a  moment  to  step  upoo  its  border.  Ves, 
to  attain  an  object  so  dc«ired,  bo  would  consent  for 
awhile  to  teadi  humility  to  his  lofltncss ;  he  would 
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The  submuMtoR    would   he   doubtftj 
mom  doubtful  ibHii  <liu>gcrous.    'I'lti;  k 
was  the  reigning  principle  of  Lord   ll 
Detcrmiuiition,  wliioti  ftffcclcd  to  coiici-i 
and  pridu  wtiJcli  ratb«r  lookeil  thitii  *-n 
t«raunatio»~-a   oow»doiyinew  of  |>er 
and  a  scngc  of  wlinl  wu  due  to  it  from 
mingled  in  him,  witli  sentiments  who 
own  tieart  acknowledged   to  be  more 
wliofie  influence  tlie  world  loved  beitcr.| 
in  hu  friondslitpa,  and  willing  to  sacriliG 
friendship — strict  in   mornlat   energttie 
iccomplinlivd,  gcnvrous,  eloquent,  bumi 
Hiisliiighnin   mnintaincd   ii   kind    of    u 
nuwtvry  over  tlic  minds  even  of  thoae 
not  to  oRer  homage,  and  who  profeHseii 
not.   He  liod  entered  life  full  uf  noMv  fet 
riie  patli  l>L>caine  crowded,  and  in  ilie  bun; 
petition — the  oxdtement— ibosc  feelings 
haHdy  ruffled  :  lie  siifTcred  from  tlie  shocl 

lie  rouwMl  hiniMlf  from  wi  nbstmcti* 
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«M  dtamted  to  6nH  in  bim  the  nnimatton  «h«  lovecl, 
hmI  «be  said  to  bim,  somcwbit  nbruptJy,  "  AIi ) 
DOW  you  remiod  me  of  I^outs.     Wbere  i*  LoiiU  ? 

I  hir«  lost  sif^bt  o(  bun.     Can  you  tell  me  wliere 

It  is.  my  Lord  ?" 
"Tbus  b  it  ever,"  tliongbt  Lord  HiwIiiiKliiim ; 

'ibe  hM  time  It)  tbink  of  oilien,  eren  wb«ii  *pp*- 

nnlJjr  occupied  vitli  me.     I  was  tliinking  only  of 

WTR-lf." 

I  He  did  not  answer;  bat  she  wbs  not  aware  tbat  slir 

^  Ruined  unanswered  ;  and  tbis  evident  unconsci- 

I  MBieit  increaeed  the  chagrin  of  Lord  MnHltng;)inn. 

"Obf  iberebeis.    Do  if  you  please,  Mr.  Dudley, 
Itll  bim  I  wisb  to  speak  to  bim.     You  will — will 

"  I  f«cl  SDmewbat  rtlaetnat,  certainly,  to  aban- 
4atbc  poaition  1  have  gmined,"  taid  Mr.  Dudley. 
"Siariiices  greater  than  tliese,  however,  are  de- 
nuded of  us  sometimu :  it  ii  aa  well  to  learn  how 
I    I       0  mice  tbem :"  and  he  bowed,  and  moved  away. 
U    t  "1  cuul<l  rejmce,"  said  Lord  tliLslinjjIuim,  "tliat 

•t  find  ourselvca  thus  tepotated  from  the  gaiety 
ui)  bustle  tbat  surrounds  us;  but  the  sepinrution 
"rill  not  last." 

"  II  is  not  natural  (bat  it  should,"  said  Horatio, 
*fiir  1  hare  asked  Louis  to  cora«  and  join  na.     I 
•m  M  anxious  you  Hhould  know  more  of  Lo«i«." 
"  Do  yoa  think  it  ctuty  to  fathom  character  in  u 
lis 


up|>ean  to  tne  cliat  people  betray  tliem 
drawing- room  M>m>tinic«i  as  well  as  e)se' 

Lord  HMlin^hfttn  fvlt  unuccoutitnb 
rawed.  The  calculations  and  tim  Iiifi 
tlie  refined,  wliatever  be  the  Rource  of 
tn(>iit,  find  themselves  perplexed  and 
wbcn  expowd  to  the  influence  ol'simplici 

<*  She  confides  tri  me,  uiid  she  bos  no  id 
pleasing  nte."  Such  was  the  reflection 
Haslingham.  *'  Uiiglit  I  not  to  rejoiq 
frcsUiicsa  of  n  heart  which  wears  tio  <li«^d 
mc'f  lime — time  aliall  be  my  talisman! 
not  expect  at  firH  to  work  a  cliani^  In  III 
Slie  liafl  been  living  aroongftt  familiar  I 
familiarly  she  has  loved  them.  The  nal 
tieas  of  her  father's  nature  has  descend! 
along;  with  ber  birtli-right.  I  admire  iti 
why  should  I  censun'  it  in  her  0" 

The  beHer  genius  of  Lord  Ilaslinghan 
pering  tis  inspinitionB.  and  tlie 
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for  HorMts,  slie  ulmuat  tor^t  De  Grey,  tlKHigh  <iJm 
liad  euramoiHxl  hini;  the  riitirely  forgot  lludley, 
altfaot^li  ke  Mood  to  dia  same  tpot  tie  liad  occupied 
beCoK— 40  dcToUdly  did  ahv  siibmil  lirnittf,  at  the 
moment,  lo  tit*  influvncc  of  Lord  H.iiiliii|^lMLm. 

Tbc  uinouncemeut  of  dinner  bad  no  tendency 
to  disurb  the  oewly-aoquired  complacency  of  Lord 
HasJioghani.  Never,  peilmps  )>^  t>e  been  seen 
to  more  adrantage  Uion  now.  To  the  greater 
tiuttber  of  tbe  guests,  be  was  comparatively  a 
■tnngtr.  Years — long  and  eventful  years — haA 
ma  tbair  coureo,  since  but  Lord  Ilaslingham  had 
bfM  in  Gloocefltershire.  Ad  indistinct  rcmcm- 
bflBce  of  him  had,  indeed,  lingered  in  the  m«mory 
of  some,  aod  in  the  imagination  of  mon-i  and  on 
tbls  indistincloeas  bad  been  grafted — wkcu  die  fact 
of  bis  aetaal  arrival  vras  made  Icoowd— an  aUowrablo 
portion  of  polite  curiosity.  Expectation  wtut  not 
Aippoinled;  aod  it  is  much  to  say  that  of  cxpec- 
trtioa. 

Lord  MeJdon,  in  tlie  honesty  of  bb  nature,  tc- 
joiced  to  see  the  Earl  of  Ilaslingham  again  thv 
Kuest  at  his  table.  La<ly  Mcldon  was  unraticd  in 
IwT  attentions,  and  vvvry  tiling  paawil  off  agree- 
ably. 

Bencstli  this  pleoaant  surface,  bowirver,  tlierv 
larked  feelings  and  opinions  not  altogcilier  in  uiii- 
ion  Mitli  the  time  or  the  scene.  Dc  Grey  saw  ilmt 
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thU  w&B  the  case  witlt  Diulley ;  yet  Dudley  WM 
iiKkfatigublc  in  UU  efforts  to  assume  sii  nir  m 
digatje  as  possible,  and  talked  fluently  on  soiDe 
subjectc,  ftnil  correctly  on  all.  Once  or  twice  in 
the  pauses  of  coiivcrutiou,  his  eyes  met  those  of 
Dc  Grey.  He  siu^^ectcd  lliiil  lie  was  watched,  and 
the  suspicion  interfered  with  his  assumed  equani- 
mity ;  but  he  soon  perceived  tliat  De  Grey's  ob- 
servations were  not  confined  to  binvself,  and  the 
discovery  rc-ossured  him. 

Ilie  splendid  dinner — the  elegant  dessert^^ach 
held  its  reif^n  in  turn,  and  attraction  of  a  higher 
iirdcr  estaUlislied  Its  empire  in  the  drawing* room. 
.Moving  amidst  that  becoming  lustre,  who«c  csMdioe 
seems  to  breatlio  animation,  l>eauty  appeared  to 
gather  n  grace  more  gruceftd  tlifui  its  former  on«, 
and  the  compliment  t^^M  greetetl  it  became  uncon- 
sciously more  courteous  still.  Music,  conversation, 
gaiety,  sentiment,  how  often  are  these  last  mingled 
into  one  !  Wit,  of  that  lighter  kind  which  may  be 
p«rmtltiM)  to  worship  its  own  reflection  in  tho 
mirror  of  polished  life — elegance,  and  ease — all 
lent  their  cliarm  to  the  hour. 

There  was  one  on  whom  many  an  eye  rented — 
attracted,  rather  than  dazxlet).  It  was  not  that  the 
dancing  glow  of  tlie  spirit  could  be  read  upon  the 
brow ;  for  the  eye  scvme<l  ratlier  to  sleep  amidst 
(wst  thoughts,  tliaii  to  move  amidst  present  on{ 
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ttie  brilliancy  of  colour  was  ivatitiiiE;  to  livr 
but  Uie  fealurt^  iiiwIpIIi!)!  in  perfectinn, 
ind  spcakiog  at  purity — Oie  form  Bymnittrical  anil 
txqiunttt — ijie  nnnncn  soft  nod  courtly  —  who 
[coytd  look  nn  l)ir«4>,  antl  nut  Tpel  ihst  wliilft  the 
f  f>BU  lut<st,  tlip  benrl  nMifide^l  iucif  i«  tlio  guiuttiuf 
kbip  of  the  eye  ?  Alternately  ctiamiiii^  by  tJic 
grace  of  ber  quiescence,  ami  by  the  dignity  of  her 
aetioia,  liow  proud  miglil  EIrannr  luivu  bc«n  of 
hcT  triuiiijib,  bad  alie  had  liie  power  just  tlieu  to  be 
proud  vitbcr  of  die  triumpli,  or  it»  ntve  t 

She  liad  risen  from  the  barp ;  Str  Hubert  bad 
been  «tandiii^  near  her.  Not  as  near,  but  still 
wiOun  tlie  circle  of  lier  li§(cners,  stood  Lord  Ha»- 
lini^liaiii,  and  b«liind  Lortl  liaslingliam  loungMl 
De  Grey. 

Tlie  dark  eyo  of  Kli^anor  fell  for  an  initant  on 
Lord  HasUogbara ;  it  vraii  by  chance  alonv  it  bad 
blUn,  An-  she  knew  not  tlie  |>o«ition  be  occupied. 
Lard  Uaslingtiara  did  not  mark  tbe  (glance ;  but  it 
«u  no4  lost  on  De  Grey. 

Aaudden  Denaation,  confused,  perliaps  painful, 
paased  over  his  mind ;  he  broke  from  the  group  in 
•hicli  he  «to«<lt  and  relreateil  to  a  distance. — '■  Hu- 
bert—why,  if  it  could  be  to  "—for  ibe  ecboei  of 
convorvatJon,  although  tlicy  fell  on  his  ear,  inter- 
fered not  wiUi  tlie  mmhliuf;  meditatiomt  of  bis  mind 
—"■ad  is  sbf   not  worthy  of  bim  ?  Could  1  wish 
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uo  I  Relieve  inat  sne  n  ine 
WEiat,  if  I  put  hpr  to  tiie  proof/     Loril  Hu 
luun  I — 1  RCTcr  liked  bim — the  repulsion  woi 
noua — and  she  to  wimte  her  h«tu-t  upon  litm  t 
I  force  tier  to  love  one  who  i»  unlike  liim  in  t 
Utiag '{     Stately  an  lie  in,   I   would  n>in|iete 
him.     But  my  brother — there  lies  tlie  bar,  i 
were  idle,  after  all.  I  am  nothing — nothing. 
I  set  Hubert  on  hta  guard,  telling  him  what  I 
(liscovcml  ?  Is  it  not  too  soon  ? — A  mere  s 
^woulH  It  not  ho  unkind  to  her?     Desiilcts 
that  I  (Jure  not — conHcionce,  or  rather  coiud 
nesa — bonvr.     Why  cainnot  I  funcy  her  Itlcl 
motlter  'f 

'*  Why,  bow  b  tliis,  De  Grey,"  taid  Di 
laying  his  hand  on  his  shoulder ;  "  youm  \ms  b) 
Hudden  secession ;  I  arrest  you  as  a  deserter."' 

*'  I  am  musing,  Dudley,  I  am  musing.  ^ 
me  to  grow  wUe,  nt  n  distance  from  other  pn 
wit.  Yoii  have  never  seen  me  play  the  plij 
bcr.     How  think  yon  tliu  obatacter  will  suitj 

fine  place  this  for  studying  philiwuihy  in  I  ; 
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scribi^Ie  hum — I  Uvn  the  vbIu?  ofiiileneefrDin  i| 
coofosiDn.  On  the  word  of  a  [iliilowplicr,  Dudley,' 
Horaua  U  most  lovely!  I.ook  ai  her;  bui  jrod 
were  looking  before  I  «pokc.  Observe  tbe  differ- 
eooc  bc-twccii  us !  I  bid  no  occnsion  to  look — 1 
recited  from  memory.  But  you  t  how? — iludjrfngj 
your  part  •tiU  ?  ■  new  reading,  I  auiiiKNte." 

Oudlcy  smitpd ;  ofuri  on  this  subject  had  he 
been  tionien-d  by  l)c  Grey.  Ycl  it  Mcmcd  strange 
enough  that  he  ehonld  hueard  tlie  test  now — now, 
when  ....  True ; — but  De  Grey  never  did  things 
exactly  like  other  people ;  perhaps  be  entered  not 
heart  and  hand  into  tlie  views  of  Sir  Hubert;  it 
was  possible  be  had  a  prejudice  against  Lord  Has- 
Itni^liam;  it  was  evident  there  was  no  cordiality  be- 
tween them:  mlrrtil  not  Dudley  find  his  account  in 
this  ?  yet,  to  commit  himself  ore  he  luu)  obaerved 
and  reflected  more :  it  wns  not  tlie  way  with  Iilm, 
ligbtly  to  render  up  hla  confidence.  I)e  Grey 
must  be  led  on  yet  fartlter  :  were  he  but  vulnera- 
ble in  one  point,  and  that  point  known  to  Dudley. 

But  it  wasaltogetber  a  hazardous  ufkir:  and 

ending  with  ibis  admission,  Dudley  foiiml  ilat  hts 
molutioiia,  such  as  tliey  were,  muflt  be  niifTered  to 
be  in  abeyance,  till  be  had  asked  &nher  counsel  of 
hit  cnulinn. 

De   Grey  pot  \m  arm   in   Dudley's,  and  they 
found   dieroselves  shortly  at  the  side  of  Eleanor.! 
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She  looked  round  witli  a  smile  more  Kiiimale< 
than  she  had  yet  worn,  to  welcome  tlie  approach  of 
De  Grey.  There  was  something  in  the  gaiety  of 
his  spirit,  that  lent  tpmnomrv  buoyancy  to  her  own. 
It  was  certain  also  mat  >.  -elenue  of  her  manner 
acted  pleasingly  on  the  e.vu  crance  of  his.  Care- 
ful it)  her  presence  of  tictlon,  guarding  punc- 
tiliously every  phrase,  sm  ig  deference  because 
he  felt  it — how  gracefully  mpered  was  the  volar 
tility  of  De  Grey  I 

He  had  been  induced  at  this  period  to  mingle  i 
the  train  of  Eleanor,  partly  because  he  wished  nofi 
for  a  longer  conference  with  Dudley,  partly  be- 
cause he  thought  he  had  been  somewhat  deficient 
in  attention  to  the  daughter  of  his  host,  and  partly 
because  the  mood  was  on  him  to  pay  it  then;  to 
say  nothing  of  the  half  malicious  triumph  he  de- 
rived from  the  idea  that  he  should  thus  annoy 
Lady  Meldon. 

Ill  tliis  last  conclusion  he  was  undoubtedly  correct; 
and  so  disagreeably  strong  was  the  impression  he 
made  upon  her  mind,  that  it  remained  indelibly 
fixed  there,  after  the  occasion  which  had  called  it 
forth  had  passed  away.  Lord  Meldon  certainly 
had  reason  to  believe  that  her  antipathy  was  of  the 
violent  kind,  when  he  beheld  her,  after  the  depar- 
ture of  their  guests,  rouseherself  purposely  from  her 
lassitude,  to  remark  to  him — "  It  is  really  a  relief 
lo  me  to  think  that  Mr.  De  Grey  goes  to-morrow." 


e 
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CHAPTER  XL 

"  Here  comei  my  Lord." 
"MuUm,  I'll  take  my  ime." 

OtBItLO. 

"Good  norroir,  fricadi, 
•  ■■■•• 

1  pray  yon  all,  sund  up : 

1  kiMir  you  tiro  Ire  rival  raemiet." 

MlDlUMUEB  NlaHT'i  Dkbau. 

Lady  Meldon's  Sf^eable  anticipations  were  ful- 
fiUed :  on  the  morning  De  Grey  started  for  London. 
The  dinner  to  which  ber  ladyship  had  referred, 
■Dcceeded,  and  three  days  afterwards  an  arrival  en- 
livened Mornington.  The  guests  were  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Percival. 

It  may  be  necessary,  perhaps,  to  make  some 
illnnon  to  the  style  of  hospitality  whirh  had  been, 
tlmost  to  the  present  period,  maintained  at  Moni- 
bgton ;  espedalty,  as  it  had  not  been  without  its 
bfluence  upon  Horatia. 

The  early  deprivadon  of  Sir   Hubert,  and  the 
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sincerity  of  tlie  sorrow  thnt  liad  waited  on  tlie  At 
privation;  bislasti^for  literature;  liLs  varie<l occuf 
tions;   respect  for  tbe  ti-ain  of  feeling  and  pecul 
habits  of  liis  mother; — all  these circuimtances 
combiiidl  during;^ the  cbiMhood  of  Horntiii,  to  ren«l 
(ler  Moniington  Hull  tlic  residence  rather  of  thai 
affections  than  tlic  g«iclic«  of  life.    Tlie  interruf 
tions  that  visited  a  redrement  so  graceful,   wer 
rather  those  which  had  their  origin  in  Kir  Iluberl'it' 
political  ussocia tions,  and  his  position  in  the  county, 
than  sucb  as  require  to  be  couitcd  for  tbcir  own 
stike,  and  expect  to  be  valued  for  tbe  compiiment 
they  convey.     Horatia,  a  beautiful  and  animated 
child,  became  tlie  plaything  of  the  talented  cirde  ^ 
that  occasionally  gathered  round  Sir  Hubert 

Lady  Mornington  objected  not  when  she  bvheldl 
her  summoned  to  attend  i( ;  she  felt  conscious  that* 
the  shade  of  her  own  feelings  ought  not  to  be  the 
roMitig  place  of  childhood.     She  was  anxious  that 
Hotntja  khfluld  grow  up  in  the  midst  of  the  inntK^ 
cent  indulgences  of  fancy,  ami  the  gratilicatioiis  of 
the   heart.     She  looked  forward   to  her  probable 
destination  in  tJio  woftd,  and  she  perceived  that  all 
die  triumphs  of  her  grandchild  vrould  be  strictly^ 
and  exctuMvtfly  feminine.  H^ 

Lady  Morniugton,  in  the  freshness  of  her  youtli, 
and  tbe  vigour  of  hur  mind,  and  the  glow  of  ber  ombi- 
tioMibad  felt  the  iiifluencoofhigher  anticipations  than 
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time ;  but  Lsdy  McraingUm,  in  ihe  derline  of  form 
ml  feeling,  wonhifipm)  unconsciouHly  tLose  delifrbt- 
fiil  Bympatlilrft,  whiMC  itren^b  lies  in  their  •ofiiicaa. 
Ceituolyi  K>  &r,  Uiore  rentainetl  triili  lier  the  la- 
Utntl  impreMiona  of  hvr  curlier  ibyR,  Uutt  it  occur* 
ni  not  In  ber  lo  rcKret    llint  llic   Mctety  wliicfa 
■t  tliia  period   found  iuelf  concentnteH  »t   Mor- 
tungtOD,  scnrcely  incltKied  in  its  nagv,  women  ud 
tbetT  aniiueinenla ;  neitlier,  perliups,  (lid  »be  rei^t 
ihe  rircunutance,  even  when  sLe  traced  its  effect 
an  tJie  wniitaentB  and  conduct  of  Horatia*     Tlie 
elect  itself  wore  the  ctmnn  of  innocence ;   it  witi 
bcndo  RiodiBed  and  softcoed  by  tlic  continual  in- 
fluence of  tbc  )>TC*eoce  tn  which  she  lived)   for 
ibe  BMUWera  of  Sir  Utibert  were  polished  in  the 
pxuttac 

HofBtishail  known  notiiing  of  female  frieudsliipt 
fvt  idly  01  that  name  la  npplivd,  it  yet  could  not  be 
£iven  to  the  childish  partiality  she  had  nourished 
if  Eleanor  Belleitile,  and  her  heart  was  not  one 
Ihat  aufficod  to  it»olf.  I'o  whom,  then,  ouuld  her 
Gonfidence  he  olTcreil,  when  she  had  confidence  to 
biatow?  The  ageof  Latly  Mornington,  the  altnoAt 
Nera  repo«>4>  that  enveloped  her,  orriitl  nlong  with 
them  a  dignity  occaHionally  rcpellunt  to  Iloniliu. 
Her  natnial  conli<liuiU  were  her  selected  onP«,  and 
than  were  her  I'ullier  and  I>c  Grey.  Sir  Hubert 
mUadatthejuveuilc  couMvncesi  »ai  received  them 


164 


TUe  ENGAOBMEKT. 


complacently.  De  Grey  rRA  sometluDg  more, 
be  encouraged  ihera ;  aiid  ia  the  end,  more 
told  to  Mm,  tlian  to  Sir  Hubert 

It  was  Dot  till  the  arrival  of  Lord  Haslinglu 
tliat   Horatia   felt  there  might  be  bounds  to 
disclosures  she  made  to  Dc  Circy.     But  when 
surprise  of  her  first  emotion  pa««otl  »w-ay,  lenrlng  I 
liind  it  the  interest  it  had  brought,  her  henrl  yearned 
for  llic   renewal  of  that   confidcnlinl   intercour 
through  wliottc  mctliiim  «he  could  hold  parley  witi 
her  feelings.     De  Grey,  on  liis  part,  b»rl  Invited 
iosisted  on  the  return  to  babita  which  he  lov< 
Horatia  fancied  there  was  unkindness  in  the  reser 
and  might  she  not  require  the  counsels  of  a  friend] 
Sometimes  she  was  nware  that  she  did  not  undc 
stand  Lord  Ha§ling!iam  :  it  would  be  hard,  if  wb* 
disturbed  with  her  difficulties,  she  felt  deprived 
the  power  of  appeal  to  another :  at  times,  sh«  un 
dentood  him  well,  and  then  she  liked  to  prove  that 
she  had  tlone  so. 

De  Grey  tratccd  watchfully  the  movements 
that  candid  mind.  She  was  the  creature  lie 
loreil,  caressed,  and  counselled  from  childhood ; 
flaw  lliat  she  had  stepped,  in  her  ingenuousneaa,' 
witliin  u  boundary  where  all  that  did  not  clarm,  , 
pprplcxe<l  bcr;  and  where  all  llint  perplexed  her^j^l 
pained  her.  It  wn*  neccswiry  to  watch  her  for^^ 
ftwhilc.    Had  Dc  Grey  rciisoncd  on  tlie  subject  culnt- 
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If,  and  MnipnlotisJ^,  be  might  hare  doubled  tbe 
propriety  of  iiileffcmig  wilb  tltc  arnuigeinenu,  lUs 
adei  or  not,  of  his  brotber;  but  be  acted  frequently 
ban  impulse,  aod  in  tbn  tnstuncr,  one  in  which 
ibe  bappinesa  of  Uurntta  was  coac«nied,  it  was 
pleanoter  to  maka  reaaont  ihaii  lu  lind  ibein. 

Nntli«r  could  It  be  nid  tliat  f>ir  Hubert  ww  in 
tbt-  dark  n»  to  the  intentions  of  De  Grey.  He  bad 
[irofeawd  hiadet«rmimilion  to  be  one  of  the  vigibinl 
gurdian*  of  Horatia.  Sir  Hubert  knew  that  which 
De  Grey  said,  he  woold  do ;  all  was  lair.  Lord  llas- 
lingham  bad  to  trace  his  way  to  the  good  opinions 
of  ilomtia :  abe  bad  been  preiliaposed  in  hiK  bvor : 
the  advantage,  if  any,  was  th^irefore  on  bis  ude ;  too 
■wdi  to  De  Grey  thought,  but  he  made  allowance 
far  the  naiuial  veiBatiiity  of  women.  Horatia  bad 
prooufled  to  write  to  him  everytlunti;  ibat  passed  nt 
ManungtoB ;  her  letters  would  bo  candid  as  crcr. 

Thus  stood  affairs  when  the  expccteit  viulors 
niada  tbeir  appenrancr. 

Ctrcujaatances  liad  iiD|N)scd  on  Sir  Hiibt-rt  the 
Meetrity  of  Invitin);  Mr.  niid  Mra.  Pcrcirah  De 
(irty  protejitcd  there  was  no  ni;c<'fi-'iity  in  tlie  case. 
^r  Hubt:rt  smiled,  aod  gave  tlie  invitation. 

It  was  in  fact  on  De  Grey's  account  that  tlie 
buonel  was  anxious  to  cultivate  the  ucquninlance 
of  the  PerctvaU.  Mr.  Percival  was  ii  mwi  of  large 
j'toperly,  and  coDse(|uently  not  wilboul  influence 
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Ill  tHe  Hoaii4>.    Ofomtaryhe  knew  nothing;  bii 
lie  knew  its  use,  ami  he  courted  it  in  otliers.     Al 
IiiR  views  were  parliamentary ;  in  the  routine 
public  life,  he  was  indefatigable  and  useful.     Hi 
had  tnuited  occupation,  wh<>R  youn^,  for  h« 
never  been  fond  of  pleasure;  nnd  porbaps,  M  hia 
ubilitira  hud  been   untried,   he   bad  some  vnguc 
expectatiou  tlixt  lie  might  obtain  in  tlie  end  a  di*- 
tin^ishttd  pociitimi  in  tlic  state.     If  Kucli  liad  beai 
Ills  expectation,  lie  liad  liad  tlic  modesty  to  rcUn*     . 
cjuish  it  long  a^;  with  the  relinquiglunent,  bow>^| 
ever,  tbcrv  liad  been  linked  nolliinf^  of  disgust,  and 
little  of  diHi]>poinlment;  be  settled  down  into   tli«^ 
discipliniiriiin  as  composedly  as  possible.     It  "wl 
felt  that  he  wns,  tn  his  way,  an  acceasion,  and  be 
wns   treated  with   proportionate    respect.      Inde-^ 
pendent  in   circumstances,  constant  and  persever-^H 
in^,  it  was  eonccived  necessary  at  first   to  keep 
him  in  play;  and  it  wa»  found  eligible  at  last 
maintain  him  In  the  siiuatioii  be  bad  chosen. 

Sir  Hubert  deemed  that  the  politic  counsels 
a  person  so  unambitious  and  so  useful  mi^hl  be 
efwii^al  aervioe  to   De  Grey.     True,   De  Grey 
mi|;bt  be  inclined  to  undervalue  tlic  counsellor^ 
but  tlie  attempt  aliould  be  ma<le  at  all  luuants.     I| 
was  neceanary,  too,  to  enlighten  Mr.  Percival  on 
llie  peculiarities  nf  De  Grey.     They  could  hardly 
be  said  to  have  come  in  contact  yet ;  De  Grey  i 
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only  juRl  cnnsed  the  ilimliuld  of  pDlitical  life;  ba 
was  woiideivd  lU  nitl»»  liian  known. 
Hto.  Percinil,  an  lionoDnblit  by  birtli,  am)  u 
idnal  in  iter  owo  tyci,  unci  in  Uiom  of  ber 
bflBbuidi  of  oontider^le  tmporlonoe,  bad  always 
proCnued  ibe  higbest  esteem  for  Sir  Hubert,  and 
tli«  most  perfect  resp«ct  for  Lndy  MDrriingloR. 
Tlic  second  maniage  of  tlio  Inta-r  biid  connected 
ber  wiib  Mrs.  Percivml ;  and  Mn,  Pcrciral,  who 
chervlied  ever)-  person  and  thinfir  tlinl  bulonged  to 
b«r  buaily,  witb  tiic  pertinacity  of  tbo  no«t  <nlcii- 
lating  pride,  biu)  fur  years  assured  Lady  Morning- 
ton  tliat  she  would  do  all  in  ber  power  to  forward 
the  fortunea  of  D«  Grey.  De  Grey  valued  not 
die  prouitwr;  perliaps  be  doubted  wbetbcr  it  would 
vettfy  ibtclf  in  action.  X^y  Momington  regarded 
it  rather  with  trust  than  with  belief;  sbc  would 
Bot  even  have  trusted  it,  if  the  aocomplttbmcnt 
kad  not  borne  reference  to  Dc  Grey. 

It  had  been  the  intcniiun  of  Sir  Hubert  timt 
Mr.  Pefcirat  and  De  Grey  sbouhl  meet  at  Moni- 
Jngton;  but  the  ilhie«s  of  a  relation,  to  whom 
Sin.  Pcrcival  stated  herself  to  he  un<ler  iucalcuhi- 
bl«  obligations,  and  from  wbotn  she  bail  pxpccta- 
tioai  which  it  was  perfectly  eaay  to  calculate,  bad 
detained  them  till  now  in  tlie  north  of  Kngland. 

"  I  rannot  tell  wlicther  I  like  Mrs.  Perciral," 
nid  Homtia  to  Mr.  Dudley,  as  she  lingered  near 
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liim  in    he  billiard-room,  wliicli  she  liad  receott] 
entered  with   her   father  and    the   newly  arrive 
visitors — they  had,  however,  all  passed  on.     " 
you  think  she  is  clever?     Mr.  Percival  seems 
think  her  so.'" 

Dudley  smiled.   *'  And  yc  u  have  found  out  that! 
Poor  Percival  I" 

Because  he   has 


a  0 

i'ercivai, 


ere  are  some  queslior 
ishly.     Perhaps  in  thti 
clever   wife   might 


"  Why  do  you  pity 
clever  wifi 

"  Not  ei 
I  cannot  v 
case  of  > 
tolerated." 

"  Tolerated  !  O  then  I  know  your  opinion ;  but 
do  not  yon  think  Mrs.  Percival  clever  ?" 

"  1  certainly  never  was  so  tired  in  conversation 
before,"  replied  Dudley ;  "  but  that  is  no  criterion. 
I  entreat  forgiveness— it  is  possible  you  consider 
me  too  candid;  do  not  press  for  my  judgment; 
as  your  guest,  1  am  bound  to  honour  Mrs. 
Percival." 

"  Do  you  know  she  intends  playing  billiards 
with  you  to-morrow  ?  Does  not  that  conciliate 
you  ?  She  plays  well,  I  believe  ;  and  yet  she 
spoke  diffidently  too." 

"  Diffidently  !"  exclaimed  Dudley. 

"  Ves,  she  did;  you  forget  certainly.  But  1 
know  she  plays  well,  indeed  1  do;  I  heard  Mr. 
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Pncirxl  tell  papa  tliat  Lord  <le  \*aux  was  ■bw 
ptely  afraid  u>  encounter  her." 
"  I  am  not  astoiiUIi«d  at  thut,"  was  the  <]iiiet 

"  I  HC  you  do  tiot  like  Mr.  Pmi<rai's  leoti- 
muay.    Moat  be  tM>t  know  beat?     She  vrill  sing 
bi-ni);bt,  tf  she  finds  herself  well  etii>u|;l).     !*«{« 
W  beard  her  sing :  lier  voice  w  a  very  fine  on« — 
fiill  iDil  puwerful ;  yc»,  and  sweet  loo." 
I  'Icodd  hire  fancied  it  powerful,"  said  Dudley. 
'9ie  tpemks  with  it  djitguiiied:  bniring  in   mind, 
'1  pretame,  tbe  apophtliegm  of  Shaki{>oflie,  that  a 
few  roiee  Is  an  excellent  thing  in  woman.      You 
vrill  JMO  ber,  I  hope,  and  then  we  shall  indeed  bave 
1  litdo  Hweetnns  also." 
"  Wbat,  am  I  never  to  I»c  altogether  believed/' 
'  AJto^tber  brUeved  !    I  do  not  know — I  caii- 

1 — but  we  were  tidking  of  Mrs.  Pcrcirul." 
^And  are  we  not   talking  of  ber  still?"  itatd 
Hmtia. 

Dudley  laiil  down  the  cue  which  lie  had  hitherto 
iHsbed  in  ItU  hand,  and  walked  uncotiuiously 
»W!ty. 

Uut  a  few,  a  very  few,  steps  had  been  taken, 
ind  be  Itnd  already  stopped,  when  Lord  HaBliag- 
kun  entered  from  llic  hall.  He  started  in  slight 
tarprise  :  recovering  himself  immediately,  he  said, 
I  is   un    unexpected   pleasure,    Miss    Mor- 

roL.  I.  I 
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iiirigtAii;   1  tbougkt  you   had  gone   to  dre» 
dititicr." 

"  O,  bat  I  do  not  slways  uttcixl  punctually 
tJiO  sif^nul ;  ihiTc  i»  Aomcthing  »lino«t  alarming  i 
{(8  reirularity.     Did  you  not  t«ll  me  »u  yvstcr 
yourself?" 

Lord  IlWinghatn  could  not  but  acquiesce  m 
charge ;  on  tlic  occiuion  rcfum-d  to,  lie  luid  foun 
liinwclf   engaged   in   animated   conrcr»alion   wit 
Horalia.    Dudley  reM^lected  tlie  drcuiniitauce  too] 
it  liad  somewhat  annoyed  kioi  at  iLe  lime,  yet  ther 
was  that  in  Horatia's  allusion  to  it  now,  that 
productive  of  any  thing  but  annoj'aiicc.     "  Gc 
heaven !"  said  he  to  himself;  *'nnd  she  liindcs  du 
she  loves  this  man  !     She  b<-lieves  that  tliere  may 
be  peace  with  poawion !"     He  cast  an  involunuii 
glance  at  Lord  HaAlingluim,  as  tlic  thought  rose 
his  mind:    "Yet  why  should  she  not  love  hun] 
There  is  about  him  tiic  air,  thv  style,  ny,  aixl  tin 
pusitive  kcAuty  loo,  tlmt   take   the  heart  captivt 
bcfim  it  has  determined  whether  it  will   love 
not.     He  courts  her  with  the  devotion  which  ta  in 
itself  a  snare;  he  worships  her  with  his  looks;  be 
haunts  her  with  his  imxieiics  ;  perluips  these  anxie-^i 
lies  fatigue  ber— may  it  not  be  so?"     And  blH 
withdrew  his  cyea  frotn  I^wd  Haxlingliatn,  to  fii^^ 
bem   on    Homtia.      Tbey  stood   at  the  billiard* 

bte  togetlier;   her  small  and  delicate  hand  was 
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nttlng  on    Uie   cae ;    sbe    was    soiilini^    nt    her 

« 

cnopwiiMi* 

"  And  you  lliink  tlien  tliat  I  un  bound  to  pa^ 

ptattf  (U^fcTcnce  u  the  ordinwicc»  of  tbo  toilette? 

Dot  if  I  stxy  and  talk  to  you  now,  I  shall  not  have 

dme  lo  attend  lo  tlicm  at  ult.     Vou  Imve  i^voii  me 

OM  of  your  gentJ«,  unaroidaMe  hintu — I  mean  one 

Am  1  cannot  airoid  aiiending  to." 

"  But  that  I  tni)fht  have  avoided  giving  ?  1$ 
tliu  ibe  inference  ?" 

"I  mtMt  go — you  must  let  me  go.  What  will 
Mfi.  Percival  tliink,  if " 

"  How  iH  !t  ihni  tliiii  did  not  occur  to  you  till 
aow  J"  mid  l^rd  liasItRgham,  Hoftly,  and  he  Uiid 
kit  fauid  fts  be  spoke  on  that  of  Horatia. 

lite  sound  of  the  cloniii^  foldtng-doon  startlnl 
tbrni  a§  they  stood ;  it  v^a  Dudley  who  withdrew. 

-*\VoDtd  you  quarrel  with  me  t>i.-eitu«c  I  wish  to 
ftvrt  lliat  you  «1ui1l  have  no  occasion  lo  remind  me 
rfit  ngun  i" 

"  Quarrel  with  you  ?  No,  not  even  to  ta&te  the 
Ituury  of  reconciliation.  Shall  I  manhal  the  way? 
And  these  delightful  evenings — are  we  to  bid  them 
bewtU  ?  I  doubt  whether  the  society  we  gain 
nU  repay  a*  for  the  sociability  we  lo»c." 

••  Perhaps  not,"  said  Homtia ;  "  but  1  do  not 
bmr.     I  soon  get  used  to  every  tiling." 

Lord  Haalinghum  mode  no  reply — they  parted. 

I  a 
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It  was  evening,  and  tlie  party  at  Moriiinj 
found  Ibeniselves  once  a^n  concentrated  in 
saloon.  Mrs.  PercinO  had,  during  dinnert 
nU  tbc  rcqunite  obsrrrution*.  Sliv  perceived 
certain  cinbnrras«mc(it  of  position,  iin  iudvcision  of 
urranfrt'inent,  vU'kU  appeared  to  tak  the  ud  of  lie 
matronly  Bujterintendenoe.  True,  there  was 
Mornin^oi) ;  but  Lady  Momington  of  lal«  yt 
had  Itvdl  out  of  Uie  world ;  mIiv  liad  ceased  to 
young;  and  tbe  memory  of  »ome  tilings  liad  jmj 
biy  glided  away  from  her  mind.  In  fat^t,  it  ww  j 
point  not  \o  be  dtspntcd,  that  tlie  arrival  at  such  i 
criBisofau  individual  versed  in  nil  tlic  proprietil 
of  cliapcTonesliip,  was  deligbtfully  o|>portuoe. 
Mornington  scorned  perfectly  conftcioiis  of  tJits: 
would  give  ber  much  pleasure  to  be  of  service 
Miss  Mornington.  8ir  Hubert  was  really  a  di 
ligbtful  maiii  and  so  reasonable.  Lord  Husling- 
luun  required  to  be  courted  ;  sbe  knew  litm  of  old ; 
but  slie  had  no  objectt«>n  to  court  liini ;  he  w| 
worth  a  little  trouble ;  besides,  he  might  aujst  ba 
in  serving  De  Grey.  She  looked  at  the  whole  aOk 
gtoiiticidly  :  it  was  in  ibis  point  of  view  she  &boti 
present  it  to  Mr.  Percivul;  of  course,  he  would 
of  her  opinion. 

Unluckily  for  Mrs.  Percival,  Lonl  Haslingham 
had  no  inclination  to  be  courted  by  her.  He  bad 
some  suspicion  of  her  uiteiiuons,  and  on  his  en- 
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rmm  the  dinlnjr-room,  be  hai  rraiiiDed,  witli 
rnt  ciutieMiieflBi  ■  discuauon  li«  had  (bc-re  com- 
neneed  wiili  tlic  reetoft  a  geDtleman  long  known 
to  Sir  Hubert,  and  deiieriredly  e)it«Ain«d  by  tiitn. 
Mm.  Pt^rdval  had  amng«il  Iier  attitude  most  bc- 
oomiagly — and  alie  tms  dimppointcd : — s)ic  adopted, 
bowcrcr,  l^rd  Hiislinj^imn'fl  plan,  and  bej^n  to 
ttik,  M  ffiirnattly  n.5  before,  to  the  eomplaisDnt  Hih 
ruta,  wlmse  furulty  of  lUteninf;  Itad  been  already 
k^pt  on  tb«  al«n  for  a  long  half  lioiir. 

*'  Ves,  I  assure  you,  I  was  telling  Sir  Hubert  so 
It  diniKT.  Not  tliat  I  ougbt  to  presume  to  ndvlM ; 
but  I  have  tbnt  fi>«iiug  nlmut  mc  that  will  not  per- 
nit  ne  u  be  vilent.  I  am  muvli  intcr««tcd  for 
Mr.  Dc  Grey.  Con«ider,  my  dear  Miw  Moriiinj^ 
Ion,  Ae  Make  he  is  playing  for — Ins  talents,  we 
know  wbat  ibey  are :  Ibe  De  Greys  are  all  clever : 
I  repeat,  bis  talent.  Still,  Ue  should  not  require 
to  be  reminded  of  tltc  di&tanoe  there  must  always 
be,  between  hiniM^f  and  a  mere  political  wtronlurer. 
This  last  may  startle  people's  prejudices,  as  he  will 
— it  b  to  be  expected  that  lie  should — it  is  all  per- 
fectly in  cbaracter — a  privilege  seized  on  (icrluips, 
tuber  than  given — a  privilege,  however,  nlloned 
lo  him  in  the  end.  But  Mr.  l)e  Grey,  witli  his 
ewtwxiona — I  am  sure  you  mit»t  see  the  distinc- 
tipn,  thou(;li  1  dare  say  you  do  not  trouble  your 
about  tbete  things — I  assure  you  I  should 
I  3 
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not,  for  1  have  other  things  to  take  up  my  time 
but  Mr.  Percivttl  flatters  me  by  aayin)^  that  in 
female  knowledge  i»  of  use  to  him.     Women 
tainly  have  a  tact — nut  tlial  yoti  mu.4t  acciutf  me 
vanity — I  am  the  most  frirople-mioded  penoii  in  thi 
world — all  I  am  atuciom  for  is  to  do  what  is  righi 
Sometimes  I  tliink  I  am  loo  scrupulous — that  1 
ment  my&clf  iiDnecessaiily  ; — for  instance,  I  am  noi 
quite  sure  whether  I  was  justified  iu  leaving  m 
chilHreo — that  beautiful  painting  reminded  me 
them." 

"  'Hiey  must  be  lovely  Utile  creatures  then 
«aiil  Horutiu. 

"  I  ought  not  |H'rlt:i)»  to  asiteut,  even  by  a  smi 
to  a  remark  like  tluit,  but  yuu  will  make  allownnce 
for  a  mother's  vauity ;  tliere  indeed  1  confns  my- 
self vulnerable — they  are  all  extremely  like  Mr 
Percival." 

"  IJke  Mr.  Pcreiriili  nnil  haiulsomc ! "   tltotigbl 
Horatia. 

"  Poor  tiiijigo!  My  departure  was  a  sad  trial  to 
them — bat  to  oblige  Sir  Hubert — to  have  a  little 
intrrcourve  witli  friends  so  valued — 1  coii»idcrc<l,  in 
short,  I  had  no  choice.  Be»ide»,  1  liail  tbo  moil 
perfect  confidence  in  my  governewt — I  Itave  always 
\teen  fortunate  in  my  govemesaes." 

'*  You  liave  bad  several  then  f"  said  Horatia. 

The  (question  amused  Dudley,  who  had  quletl; 
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■wn  Dw  tbem,  anil  tliu  did  not  Mcopft  Mm. 
dril. 

"  You  are  prepared,  Mr.  Dudley,  are  you  not? 
I  Id  critieUfl  Uie  Myle  and  bearing  of  any  bucIi  dtn 
roMMicanangemrnU.  You  ban  lite  rrptttation  of 
Wng  aoimwbai  severe — I  lupplicale  your  rorbear* 
uee — yoQ  do  not  know  bow  Miuidve  I  am.  )i 
uuises  me^"  abe  addtsl,  turning  to  Horatia,  '*  to 
we  bow  (bnd  men  arc  of  gowip.  Could  tbey  but 
team  (o  L'onfew  ilite  biltiif^t  But  tlury  Uy  aalde 
liieir  pride  to  adopt  it,  and  take  it  back  again  to 
.Iwiy  it." 

"  And  you  tbink  tliey  require  oounacl,  tlieii, 
tametimea." 

*  Yea !  but,  my  dear  Misa  Momington,  never 
br  (ii.>nuadod  to  offer  it — they  love  tlivir  own  wny 
loo  well — Mr.  Dudley  knows  they  do.  Woe  to 
ymi,  if  you  aatnme  the  oHiee  of  counsellor  I " 

"  It  i*  not  tbe  nature  of  Miss  Morningtoo  tu 
■Mume,"  B&id  Dudley. 

"  Do  you  tliink  you  sbould  omwer  for  me  f  1 
do  Dot  know  wlietlier,  if  I  were  tempteil,  I  could 
aswcT  for  mytelf." 

"  My  dear  love,"  said  Mrs.  Percival,  with  »ud- 
doD  entliuaitwtnt  "  1  honour  you  for  your  humility. 
It  it  of  ail  virtue*  tlie  mu«t  engaging;  it  is  one, 
(W  praeticc  of  which,  I  constantly  enforce  on  my 
ciiililren.  You  never  «aw  my  cbildrcii,  I  thinkV 
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You  would  like  Cbarlea ;  li«  U  not  clever,  not  dt-' 
cidcilly  cluvi'r — you  observe,  1  let  no  parental  |>re> 
judices  run  away  witli  my  jud){nictit — but  educa- 
tion will  do  inudi — lie  bus  bvcii  vduciited  from  tlia 
cradle." 

"  Poor  child ! "  said  Dudley,  in  a  tone  rq  low 
tliat  tbe  muTmiir  of  bis  voice  only  readied  Mrs. 
Purt'ival. 

"  We  bave  decided  on  8t«niii|;  liim  in  tbe  dipl 
matie  line.   Idle,  I  cannot  allow  bim  to  be ;  i<IIcai 
18  dangerous.    This  was  a  natural  palb  to  look 
Mr.  Percival  bas  tbe  first  interest  in  tbat  qitarteri 
and  be  will  get  on  very  well,  I  bare  not  tlie  sligbtest 
doubt     He   knows  bis  destination  already — we 
never  cliaiigc  our  |)liiii8." 

**  How  old  tsbe?"  asked  Horatia. 

M  pive — just  five." 

*'  I  trust,  for  bis  jtake,  tbat  affairs,  diplomatic  or 
ollierwise,  and  ihc  eminent  i>creoii8  wlio  conduct 
ibemt   may  be   ccgually  insctisible   of  alteration,' 
said  Dudley,   witti  a  manner  so  defcrrnlis 
Mrs.  Percival  found  It  impossiblr  to  suppose  tb< 
could  l>c  wiTCimn  veile<t  under  ibe  politeness. 

"  l-'or  my  youngest  boy  «e  bave  otbcr  views ; 
he  gives  indications  already,  on  which  we  shall 
know  how  to  work.  I  always  consider  it  impera- 
tive on  parents  to  discover  what  may  be  the  leail- 
ing  traits  in  tlie  ilis[H)<»ition  of  a  child.     " 
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inileeH  a  ncred  cliirgv !    I  dn  not  [>rct»nd  at  all  bi 
ht  a  gift«d  penoti,  but  1  wo  •trictly  con»cti.-utioiis." 

Tke  eyn  or  Honittfi  net  tboM  of  Dudley,  and 
tWf  botli  uncnnacioasly  mnUrd.  Tlie  exchange  of 
Wk  was  DOted  by  Lord  Hjuiliiigliamt  who  wtu  too 
£nant  to  hear  whnt  {>amc(l :  tlir  onlyinlorprcUtion 
iktt  pre«entpd  itaelf,  waa  one  tbat  grated  on  bia 
feelingn.  He  booiunc  Icm  niutitivc  to  the  lively 
raarenation  of  lih  cotnpnnton ;  tbe  llittlemtien  watt 
«ucce«ded  by  silence,  and  tbe  silence  by  abetracHon. 

The  place  of  the  rector  waa  ahnrlly  after  supplied 
fcy  Sir  Hubert.  For  a  while  tbe  latter  tried  to  rouse 
Vii  guest,  by  eompellinfir  Iiim  to  exertion — all  wouUI 
wtdo. 

*  You  are  not  well,  Haalingfaam  f  wild  Sir  Hu- 
kn.  in  a  low  roice.  "  I  am  sure  you  urc  not  well ; 
or  b  any  thing  the  matter  with  the  miiul  ?  " 

Lord  Hndingbam  hesitated.  '*  To  aay  the  truth, 
my  dew  Sir  Hubert,  1  luul  lettora  this  uoraing  of 
a  wmewliat  dblreuing  tenor.  My  mother  has 
t>f«i  ill.  Poor  Julia — it  would  bare  affected  you 
Had  you  seen  ber  letter — she,  too,  tJic  very  type  of 
Ui[>pine8S  1" 

"  You  astonish  me,  my  dear  lord.  And  not  ii 
word  of  intelligence,  so  pAJnfully  interesting,  has 
been  safTeied  to  transpire  till  now." 

"  Ik'licvc  me,  1  bad  reasons  for  the  rescrre ;  llic 
information,  the  subject  altogether,  gave  rise  to  a 
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hundred  conflicting  tDteotions.     I  will  show  yoa 
my  teUoTH  to-motrow." 

"  For  tlie  present  then,"  said  Sir  Hubert,  "  you 
permit  mc  to  witlidravr  yoii  from  contcmplatious 
that  ure  so  painful  to  yoii.  Oh  !  Mr«.  I'crcival  t>i 
going  to  sinfi^ — she  has  tranftformi'd  Dudley  into 
on  obsequious  cufalier — Dudley  of  all  men  1  1 
cannot  but  Buspvct  the  sincerity  of  his  homage; 
hut  witii  tlie  sincerity  wc  have  nolhinj^  to  do,  nor 
in  fuel  \ta»  Mrs.  I'eTcivaj.  How  do  you  Uko 
Dudley  ?" 

"  I  have  seen  very  little  of  him  as  yet,"  Nud  Lord 
Hitslingham.     "  His  a]>p«araiice  b  in  lii«  favour." 

*'  If  I  had  addressed  my  question  to  a,  lady,"  wid 
Sir  Hubert,  laughing,  "  I  &boiUd  have  been  per- 
fectly !>ati<ificd  with  tlic  reply;  oa  it  is,  must  I  not 
urcus«  Lord  Iliulingluun  of  lliat  nliicli  1  imputed 
to  Mr.  Dudley — of  insincerity?" 

"  I  tliink  not,"  said  Lord  Hiislin|rliam,  with  a 
half  smile.  '*  1  really  am  not  qualified  (o  answer 
you.  I  differ  from  you,  too,  as  to  the  impUoition 
you  brought  to  bear  on  me :  for  a  lady,  when  ap* 
petted  to,  doc«  not  always  pause  to  reflect  whether 
Hhe  it  qualified  u>  offer  a  reply.  I  understand  Mr. 
Dtidley's  estate  ta  iu  Yorkshire :  how  is  it  be  never 
visitfl  it?" 

"  And  his  absenteeiun  hm  been  reported  to  you 
idready?" 
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"  Mr.  De  Gny  vma  my  informant,"  snid  LctH 
HuUuglism. 

**  Oh  I  Louis  Ulls  of  all  movements  but  his 
i)«n.  Diultry  doo,  liowcT«r,  rmt  YorksliiK  now 
■oil  tbtn.  1  nuiter  tbiiik  ht  \Ab  taken  «  dMike  to 
Ae  pbco ;  be  lias  hsd  »  luAdtai  portion  of  Irotiblr 
ODBneetcd  witli  it:  b»  bllier  left  It  Homewliai 
dogged;  and  tliese  tilings  veary  one.  You  inusl 
sve  Forest  Lwlifi* — o  bfaiitifnl  spot  you  will  find  it 
-~it  would  f^vc  Dudley  gniit  pleasure  t«  have 
nnir  opiDJon  of  it — W  bu  all  poiribki  dcferoncv 
far  your  Italian  taste.  But  here  lie  comes.  I  give 
yoa  credit,  Dudley,  for  playing  the  eourtier  as  yuu 
have  done :  yet,  you  Ikavc  stolen  from  your  pn»t  at 
Ian." 

"  I  was  superseded  by  Mr.  Fercival," 

"  So  1  perceive.     That  group  is  picturesque, 

iiitaotr 

"  1  am  not  looking  at  the  group,"  said  Lord 
Haslii^lian) — and  bb  eyes  continued  fixed  on 
Hofalia,  wlio  stood  at  tlw  side  of  Mrs.  Pcreival. 

» Mark,  Dudley,"  mi  Sir  Hubert,  quickly, 
"  bow  happy  Perciral  is  in  hts  vocation.  1  hope 
yoa  do  not  envy  liim  ?" 

*'  Not  in  tlic  least — be  must  have  beanl  that  air 
■  tbMnand  tImi-« ;  it  is  one  that  has  been  practiHcd." 

"  Art,  art,  always,"  said  Sir  Hubert;  "  nature 
Wc  liatrn,  notwithstiiniliiig,  with  udinirntion ; 
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Mid  wc  overlook  tlic  nrt  wliilc  we  admire.  Bat,  to 
return  from  Mrt.  I'ercival's  music  to  herself:  do  you 
cotmider  tier  tiatidsome,  Lord  Haslingliam?" 

"  Handsome  !  lias  she  ever  been  called  so  ?" 

"  Has  she  not  the  air  of  a  beauty  ?"  sskcd  Sir 
Hubert.     Lord  ilaslingliam  itnilpd. 

"  You  «ntile ;  but  Peretvul  married  her  for  her 
liesiity.  If  tbcro  n-as  any  mistake,  he  at  Icut  Ittts 
never  di«covcre<l  iL  Mrs.  Pcrcivitl  posseMM  the 
talent  of  iH'r^tiaHion  in  perfection.  Dudley,  you  do 
not  do  lier  justice ;  they  say  site  wrlteH  llie  not«s 
Perdval's  occasional  speeches  in  the  Houae." 

"  Not  forgeltinjr  the  replies,  I  hope,"  said  Lord 
Hasliugham ;  *'  it  is  convenient  to  have  tJiese 
ready  for  unexpected  questions.  Is  it  not  juat 
possible  she  might  manage  this,  as  she  is  of  un 
Irish  family?  But,  Sir  Hubert,  Mi.s»  Momtngton 
Itas  repkccd  Mrs.  Percivui;   let  us  draw  nearer." 

The  air  was  sun^ — beautifully,  delicately  sung^. 
Mni.  Perciral  peliiioneil  fur  another. 

**  That  is  exquisite,  is  it  not,  my  Lord  ?  Mias 
Morninglon  tolls  me  she  bus  a  selection  of  the 
»ewe«t  Italian  mu»ic  I  am  glad  to  hear  it  1  nraa 
afraid,  from  wluit  she  said  this  mornin)^,  die  patron- 
ized our  national  melwlies  alone." 

"  Did  I  talk  of  palroni/.ing  f  Raid  Horstia. 

"O  no,  but  ibe  idea  naturally  occurred  to  me: 
what  we  love  best,  wc  patronixc  always." 


tlo  J 
rd^ 


If  tbe  uti  on  Uwt  principle,  hnw  rnni)  klie  muM 
of  ber  btikhaiMl?'   wlii»]>er«(l  Dudley   to   tiip 
Kectm-. 

"  With  respect  to  music,"  resumml  ^tn.  Per- 
'  I  rAnfft-«  I  nm  i>ot  cumpetrnt  to  tlvlit-rr 
ll|Hition.  1  Imvt  no  iiaie  for  muiiir.  My  wcu- 
pttioni  ar«  not  imporliuit,  indeed,  but  they  are 
rariauB.  Your  Lordnliip  I  can  conceive  fully  en* 
titled  to  pronouncr  Judgmi^nt  in  the  nAsir.  You 
Iwre  oome  from  the  buid  of  rhartniiig  souiuIn — a 
rieUdoiu  cooDtryi  luly — wbeti  aro  we  to  bo  b> 
nrnred  willi  ynur  jnurnal,  my  Lord?  I  pn>mi«e 
nijrielf  much  amuHement  in  reiidinj);  it." 

"  I  cannot  but  he  flattered  liy  ili«  exprewioii  of 
tbit  antidpBtion :  but — 1  mnde  no  notes  whatever." 

"laipowiblp! — you,  LonI  Hiulinfrhnin,  wlio  ob- 
tetft  tvary  tiling !" 

"J  mi  contented  to  obtefve,  without  fipving 
niJien  ilio  right  of  commenting  on  my  observa- 
tions," 

"  How  (cIRib  I  bow  cruel !  how  proud  !  Now, 
Mia  Moruington,  oin  you  say  any  thing  in  his 
Wrnee?" 

"  CcTlainly,"  Mud  ilonitia,  slightly  colouring, 
"  I  tlioidd  liave  been  delighted  to  read  a  jounml 
Kriiten  by  Lord  llaslingluun ;  but  be  will  talk  of 
uW  be  luu  »e«ii,  ami  perhaps  (bat  is  hotter  still  ?" 

Lord  Haatingbam  bowed  to  tlic  compliment^  bih] 
9 


182 


THE   ENOAOKMKKT. 


I 


Uie  niiimaiion  of  pleasure  sparkled  in   hts  ej 
"  How  I  vrinli  1  liad  seen  more,  since  I  am  thus  (o 
be  li»t«iie4)  to !  or  ruUicr,  how  I  wish  I  lind  remem- 
bered more !" 

"  Travel  in  Italy,  and  forget !  We  cannot  pur* 
don  you,"  said  Mr*.  Percival,  wiili  •teritimentiil 
arcliness;  and  she  drew  soroewliat  nearer  (o  Lord 
Haslingham. 

*'I  for||;ct  many  tbtngs   just   now,"   said  Lordi 
Haslingliain,  nnd  as  lie  spoke  lie  piuuted  over  to{ 
Horattn.    *'  I)<>es  iioi  the  beat  opprcit«  yon  ?    Thai 
song  was  a  f»ti^itng  on« ; — ttie  air  blows  in  dvli- 
dotuly  from  that  wiixluvr."  S 

Mrs.   Pereival    uniled    eomplacently    m    Lord  ^ 
Hsslingliam  led  Horatia  away. 

"My  We,"  said  Mr.  Percival,  "Sir  Hoben 
tclU  mc  he  is  all  anxiety  to  henr  the  song  yon 
brought  to  his  rcoollcction  this  morning."  ^ 

"  The  Spanish  serenade  you  moan  ?     I  am  de-  ■ 
lighted,  Sir  Hubert,   to  learn  that  you  like  that 
song.     I  never  could  get  any  one  to  underMand   h 
the  full  beauty  of  it,  but  Mr.  Percival.     Perliaps  V 
I  did  not  at  first  muster  all  those  abrupt  dianges, 
vrbirh  render  the  Spanish  music  so  enchanting : 
tlie  fault  must  have  lain  witli  me,  for  the  »ong  itttelf 
is  charming.     My  children  would  sit  for  hours  to 
Inten  to  it    1  bare  trembled,  however,  while  grant- 
ing (lie  indulgence  t  it  is  dangerous  to  nurse  the. 
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roMbilttin  of  ckildren.     I  lun  mirc,  my  d«ar  Larfy 
loniiogtoo,  you  tbmk  with  me." 
"ItM  bw  true/'  hu<1  Lady  Mnmington,   "that 
ttaribtiity  b  our  bane  in  aftctr  life." 
*■  Rather  our  bleswng,"  added  Sir  Hubert 
"  Georgians,  wliat  say  you  t"  a<iki-d  Mr.   I*pr- 
tinL     "  Dt>  you   support  Sir    Hubert's  amcnil- 
meut?" 
"  I  leave  ihai  lo  your  decision,"  vian  tlie  reply ; 
i  think  ever)-  bachelor  should  be  excluded 
I  iKe  debate." 

'  But  a  debate — why  should  wc  debate  the  ques- 
tiip  ?■  said  Sir  Hubert.  "  Cachelon  or  not,  wo 
■r*  wonhippers  of  sensibility — ere  we  not.  Dud- 

"Wdnliijipcrs!"  saU  Dudley,  starting  from  :i 
nttriei  into  vrliidt,  since  the  <tepartuTe  of  Horatia, 
w  bsd  been  plunged.     "  Worsbippere  of  what  ?" 

Sir  lIulicTt  looked  at  him  form  moment  in  silence. 
"Cone,  we  urv  goin^  juit  now  lo  iidorc  Mra.  Per- 
<^s  delightful  execution  of  that  inimitable  Spu- 
^  M»^.     Is  this  the  ImoIc  '!" 

Mrs.  IVrciva)  rose,  and  movcil  to  tlic  instni- 
■UDt.  It  wiu  pliNuwtiti.>r  to  hear  her  fun|r  than  talk ; 
W  keraelf,  she  was  ci]mJly  contenteil  lo  do  either : 
lb  ereniug,  tlterefore,  ciuled  most  bsrmonlously. 


[  CHAPTER  XII. 

I  "  He,  whom  next  Ihyaslf 

■"■  "  iT'd,  having  bolh  ilie  key 

Id  offlee,  set  all  Iiearcs  i'  ih'  slate 
^P  pice    d  his  ear  I  that  now  he  oai 

-J        --]  hat   liJ  my  prioMly  irunlr, 
And  luck'd  my  verdure  out  Dn'l." 

The  TenpEsr. 
"  G«rf,  my  lorf.  be  eiir'd 

Of  ihu  diseas-d  opinion,  and  betimea  j 
For  'fia  most  dnDgcroua." 

The  WiKTBK'i  T 

LoRB  Haslingham  arose  on  the  following 
ing  at  an  early  hour,  and,  in  conformity  v 
arrangement  that  harf  been   made,   he  join 
Hubert  in  the  library.     Sir  Hubert 
Haslingham  awaited  anxiously  the  ei 
of  the  promised  conference,   but   that  h«  , 
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"  I  cannot  6incy  tliat  )'nu  Ccfl  the  aliglimc 
to  confide  in  me.  I  do  jtaiico  to  you, 
soil  to  my^f.  You  luve  tolJ  me  dial  the  trimple 
bet  to  wliicli  you  alluded  yeotcnliiy  evening,  poin- 
h\  tlioogfa  it  be,  is  nut  the  cuiur  of  all  the  omlHir- 
rannwnt  tliit  is  ertHentljr  baontjii^  you.  I  am 
miy  to  bear  erery  thing." 

Lont  Maiilingbain'a  improMions  were  in  sccortt- 
■DN  with  tbo«e  wbidi  Wl  influonCLsl  ilic  udctrt-HS  of 
SirHubcrL  ''Itiijiju'an  tome,"  lietaJd,  with  » 8i];li, 
if  pMt  yean  had  gli<le<l  into  nothing ;  and  that 
eanfiifed,  and  confiding  in,  1  am  about  to  lay  before 
ywthe  natural  perplexities  of  boyhood.  Wby  may 
I  not  indulge  the  dtcam?  Do  1  wish  to  indulge 
Et?  No.  I  rt-member  that  there  is  one  object 
nn^l  tlie  realities  tluit  throng  uroitnil  mc  now, 
vtnhall  ibc  clelusioiiN  that  miuiereil  me  then.  I 
mne  to  you  from  memory,  and  1  spoke  truly  ;  but 
(ratli  doea  not  rest  with  memory  alone.  Is  it  not 
>'iiH>  that  I  should  ask  whether  tim  will  find  it  diffi- 
^  nil  to  love  roe  ?" 
^B  Sir  Hubert  checked  forcibly  tlic  emotion  ilml 
^^UHI|faig  in  his  breast.  "  We  will  speak  of  that 
^■"fflB*^.  Your  letters — have  you  remembered  to 
Ving  them  with  you?  You  cannot  think,  though 
'  »«led  the  fei'ling  at  the  time,  how  distressed  1 
^Blo  learn  the  serious  indisponition  of  the  Coun- 
>M;  butsbc  ia  better  r" 


I 

I 
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cover  a  reaifton  for  h«r  silenrei  which  luu 
ence  to  bodily  sufTorios*" 

He  puuxcit,  aod  put  tiito  the  baiuts  of 
tlii^  Icttvni  he  biul  received  from  lin  si 
Hubert  read  tliem  in  Hilcncc.  Lord  Hu 
while  bis  eompaiiioii  coutinunl  tlius  employ 
Hie  apartment  with  bio  accustomed  stately 
did  he  freqacntly  interrupt  his  progresa,  si 
apparently  tinconseiou^  tliat  ho  (lid  so,  at  i 
regard,  tlioiiji^b  M'cmitigly  with  a  mind  pre-< 
the  clu»icid  embeliisJiments  tbut  threw  i 
elegance  around  the  opot  in  which  he  found 
At  last  Sir  Hubert  met  him  »s  he  turn 
back  to  him  the  loUcn  of  I^uly  Julia. 

**  Let  us  sit  down :  thU  in  indeed 
Mfld  distressing.     I  understand  every  thii 
mufll  go  to  luly."  J 

Lonl  Haslingham  let  bis  head  drop  on  M 
and  continued  motionless  nC  the  table  when 

*'  I  knew  thai  such  was  your  detenninalio 
^nued  Sir  Hubert;  "  I  knew  it  ert-  I  had 
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praiDpiUuda  lo  obey  thcia.  Yuo  observe  Uial  trcn 
jnur  niur  ba>  \x«a  left  u»  guow  nt  tJiem :  I  njfoteA 
tint  klie  bu  iiiterpreteil  lliein  to  yon." 

"  I  rejoice  ako,"  Mud  Lord  IJulinghuo.  <*  I 
iiamk  Hmveo,  tiiy  mother  ui  *|iare<l  to  ten  mc  ;  I 
Inut  now  tbe  iMitger  is  {wst." 

*'  Slie  a  reoovvrin|;~-Hlie  will  recover,"  huH  Sir 
Hibnt,  •nrnettly.  "  It  \u»  Iteeti  bvr  unxiety  on 
^rMcouni  thiit  ban  that  retlucnl  bcr;  but  skill, 
kinditeas,  Glial  tendeniesa,  tbese  will  restore  ber; 
to  look  on  you,  will  reooirate  ber.  You  left  ber 
■btlu  yon  were  yet  struji^Iiiig  with  tlic  remaina  of 
•idiiMn;  she  saw  yoa  depart  from  iier  [>retience, 
aBenntttcd,  worn,  depressed ;  every  fear  that  site 
W  miurished  durinj^  your  illoess  csme  baclt  to  her 
*guu.  If  sbfi  beard  of  your  wellarr,  it  was  the 
wtlbre  of  tbe  patt :  yuu  bad  ii  long  and  fiitij^uin;; 
JWiiey  glill  brfure  you ;  &iH3y  wbat  alie  will  fc«l 
'Untbe  sees  you  now,  vigorovui  in  beallli,  reslore^l 
■DinlfiJ,  cheered  by  hope.  1  regret  the  necessity  tlmt 
'wcei  you  from  ui:  tlit-ro  are  circumstances  which 
Hghten  tilt)  regTft.  Stitl,  could  I  suppose  for  un 
*Wutt  that  your  choice  of  action  bun|;  snxpcnilnl 
V  tiiy  opinion  of  mine,  my  opinion  could  be  no 
wWr  than  it  is.  The  obligatiam  of  life  can  receive 
"eniMwcr  hut  one — obedience." 

"  I  thank  you,"  said  Lord  Haslingliam,  "  for  ihc 
whidi  you  form  of  me.    I  decided  yester- 


tie  that  can  control  tbe  affection!!  of  a 
know  her  cliaracter  and  mine ;  on  this  po 
fort-,  I  need  not  dwelt.      But  had  it  l>een 
— Iiad  my  liliul  lot  been  overebadowed — h 
comiHillod  lo  look  back  to  a  dt»erte<l   it 
ncgiocteil  eliililhood,  a  youth  uncniinoellei 
tbat  my  deci&ioti  would  Htill  bave  been 
I  bave  told  you  my  intention,  and  tbe  sU 
principle  on  wbicli  it  rests.     I  feel  tbot  I 
now  allowed,  nor  for  in  iitstunt  run  tbe  c 
being  misunderstood,  to  toucb  on  the  oi 
mcnts,  die  more  than  emburratiiimenty, 
Sir  Hnbertr  my  dear  Sir  Hubert,  my  sttt 
painfully  peculiar.     It  cannot  be  requiiil 
»lioutd  count  one  by  one  every  link  of  tl 
that  fetters  me.  This  entanglement  is  op|>r 
the  exlreme ;  it  is  by  your  permission  ulon 
can  be  romlc  lo  full  from  around  me. 
Heaven !  can  I  leave  England,  the  vl 
uncertainty  that  tortures  roe?     I  oanm 
deferentially  bh  1  regard  both  hei  and 

wirin  man  A    tkjuuvk    I    imnfc    ^^^^m^^i^ 
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tbDUgh  sued  are  the  feeiinga  that  afriUita  rat>, 
I  tlmtr  myfielf  witli  totae  A^ree  of  hope  Wi  the 
moUictioD  of  Uurt  bond  of  union  wlikli  once 
iDthoriMd  yoar  itctive  inten-M  in  my  rortuni>s,  un 
tlie  ftiepditliip  tJiat  HtiU  binds  tu,  luid  on  tlic  oon- 
•oousuna  that  ferrenlly,  unfeignedly,  and  de- 
n>l(dly,  I  love  yoor  daagbler." 

Tbt  riiible  einoiion  of  Lord  IlaslineLum  could 
Mtlw  ngudcd  lif^blly,  nor  rrllrtiml  tm  ditjxiMiun- 
Utty ;  and  tbe  look  witb  wiiicli  Sir  Hubert  pre* 
bccd  Ilia  reply,  was  calculated  at  once  to  allay  the 
niigiviiige  of  the  lover. 

"  UBslingham,  in  do  other  «-ay  would  I  bare  my 
4igbl«r  lorcd;  yet  I  thank  you  for  tlic  compli- 
mt  you  pay  brr ; — the  love  of  an  htitiournblv 
■u  cull«  for  gratitude.  I  confide  entirely  in 
jnr  {irineiplesi  I  tni&t  ibe  may  permit  herself 
to  confide  as  entirely  in  yon?  love." 

llie  doubt  iM>  delicately  implied  vm  not  lost  on 
Utd  Haslingliam ;  its  preciae  bearing  be  umler- 
<^not;  it  was  fit  tluil  he  tboiild  know  it.  Sir 
Hubert  nw  wlmt  waa  pawing  in  biA  mind;  and  tlic 
wictrtiy  tlial  had  gone  along  with  him  till  now,  be 
imitd  should  guide  him  still. 

"  It  pleases  you  not,  perhaps,  to  perxieivv  that  I 
Wlate  nitlicr  for  my  daughter  tluui  for  mywIfV 
Uiteii  lo  my  exphiuation,  und  you  nil)  actiuii  me 
W  lavdiiii?  but  a  desire  to  secure  your  happiness 
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mid  hen — wliellit'r  it  he  your  furUine  to  gather  It 
ill  separate  paUiN.  or  in  one  that  you  tread  together. 
Here,  then,  is  my  doubt: — I  do  not  imagine  that 
your  disposttionti  ansimiliile  Mifiiin<>iitly  ^itli  each 
oth«r.  Glaiicirifr  ut  what  ift  escelleiit  in  eiiiicr,  I 
yvt  8Ctt  not  how  tiiese  tjualities  can  be  taught  thnt 
ainalg^ation,  without  wliidi  their  lustre  will  be 
powerless,  where  ihe  li^ht  i«  moot  nccdod." 

"  If,"  said  IvonI  Hulling linm,  with  an  nniinuted 
smile,  "  if  that  alone  a  your  doubt,  even  I  scarcely 
deprecate  iu  expression :  it  will  be  my  triumph 
and  my  pride  to  show  how  for  the  afleciion  J  bear 
your  daughter  can  operate  a  change  even  in  the 
CMistitution  of  tlie  mind.  Yel,"  he  ad<l«<l  after  a 
pause,  "  perhaps  you  licsilitte  to  Irnd  implicit  laiih 
to  A  declaration,  whose  energy  is  horn  of  [wssion. 
You  tliink  chat  my  views  of  life  hare  been  embit-  ^. 
tcrcd  ;  tbat  I  have  learned  to  know  tlic  world*  fl 
and  in  knowing  it,  to  contemn  iL  Vuu  conceive  ^ 
that  something  rcM-inbling  misinuhrojiy  is  lurking 
amidst  tiic  shadows  of  my  feelingis.  You  think— 
you  arc  aware,"  and  tlie  colour  moHnte<l  ns  bo 
spoke,  "  tliat  I  liave  been  injured,  f<»r  of  thnt  1 
spoke  10  you,  and  that  the  injury  of  one  has  affected 
in  some  dpgree  Uic  sympathy  I  ought  to  feel  for 
alL  Thus  you  paint  me;  and  you  turn  tlien  to 
her,  in  her  young  innocence,  her  freshness,  her 
gaiety,  her  carelcasnc-ss  of  heart,  and  you  say — can 
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W  lore  ber  as  the  ought  to  be  lovnl  ?  Could  hf 
tonprvbend,  eren  if  ebe  acoorded  it,  het  love  for 
Un'r 

"  I  do  not  admit,"  nid  Sir  Hul>crt,  wiili  a  grnvv 

wllf,  "  tbat  yon  bnw  comjticlely  penrlniicil   my 

vinninf;;  yet  it  derives  itMlf  in  a  great  meiuun- 

InM  tli«  (ip{>o«il)on  of  tJioM  Terj*  traits  you  liavo 

•nribulMl  tfl  yourselfaitii  bor." 

Lord  Hu^lingbam  looked  mixiowly  at  Sir  Hulwrt 

;      — iWn  <rat  a  al^bt  p«UM — at  lengtb  Hit  HuWn 

■iiU 

"  I  am  aboot  to  mskc  alluMion  to  thv  cbutucler 

I      if  ay  Horatia.     Yon  bare  ascnlH'd  to  her  quali- 

tioi  nil  of  wbicb  I  rccogiibe  ;  certainly,  1  lore 

ibeo  loo;  I  have  alwaya  loved  tbem ;   I  liave  done 

■m,  I  Imvo  encouraged  tbeir  growtb.     Sbe  Ijvvd 

m  the  Riid«t  of  ImppiiKss,  in   tbe    ooniparativo 

Htluon  of  a  country  life.     I  could  tnut  het  wtUi 

I       ker  own  fancies:    tb«  ecbo  of  tbo  heart  Bounds 

'      kaaiiful  in  solitudv.     But  ibough  all  tbis  i*  gnicc- 

U  to  me,  il  folluwH  not  tltat,  even  if  you  ounsider 

h  M  al»o,  you  will  forgive  it  for  tbe  sake  of  ita 

^^aea.     It  is  not  natural  tbst  you  obould  pardon  it, 

^Hr  h  break  at  any  time  hctoks  tbe  (Milb  of  your 

^FllBedonft,  forgetful  of  every  tiling  but  its  Ireedom, 

^nd  tbe  fiincy  tbat  for  the  moment  it  pursues:  it  is 

ut  ntural  tltat  you  ^liould  {innlon  it,  if,  wbile  you 

vr  suffering  from  tb«  tbounand  undefinabte  susvcp- 

liUHtlM  of  posaion,  yod  tee  it  look  up  at  you  in 
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its  unconsciousncwi,  and  wonder  whut  bu  harmed.^ 
Perhaps,  in  ii  uuturc  constituted  lut  Is  yours,  lure  iJ^ 
nec«»sarily  allk'd  to  pain.     I  ofTer  no  counsel,  I 
attach  no  blame ;  but  as  a  fatlicr,  is  it  not  natural  I 
sJiould  remember  (be  effect  a  love  such  at  Ibis 
liave  on  tbe  destiny  of  my  cbild  T' 

"  Have  1  <loserve<l  this  T'  said  Lord  Flustingh 
cncrgclii'ully ;  "  Iiavc  I  descn'cd  it  or  not  ?  1 
nervously  anxious  as  to  tliu  state  of  tier  aircct[on% 
and  you  mistake  this  nerrousness  for  jealousy ! 
God  forbid  tliat  I  sliould  oSer  tlius  early  homago 
audi  as  tliut  at  tbe  «brinG  of  her  purity !  God 
forbid  tlutt  1  sbuuUI  familuirizo  her  mind  witb  the 
idea  tbat  1  distrusled  lierj  If,  however,  it  may 
bare  chanced  that  I  have  hclrayed  tlii.>  anxiety  too 
openly — and  aware  of  tbe  )ient'tration  of  him  to 
whom  1  speak,  I  am  tempted  to  imagine  tbat  inwU 
vertently  I  have  done  so — ought  I  not  to  ground 
on  that  circumtitance  the  rc<iuest  I  make,  to  b« 
allowed  to  aitC4'it:iiri  wlwt  are  tlie  sentiments  of 
Miss  Mornington,  tbat  so  I  may  be  deprived  of  all 
excuse  for  tlie  future  ?" 

"  It  cannot,"  said  Sir  Hubert,  "  be  otherwise 
than  thus ;  I  never  supposed  it  could  be  otlierwtea 
I  only  wished  to  warn  you,  ere  the  irrevocable  step 
were  taken,  that  tightly  and  causelessly  you  must 
not  trifle  with  and  torture  tlic  sensibilities  of  my 
chibl.  (lasliiigliam,  hero  is  my  band;  we  noder- 
Mand  each  other." 
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We  do  undenUod  eadi  otlicr,"  mad  LH>r(l 
HosltngfauD ;  "  my  ilrar  Sir  Hubert,  I  um  bound 
to  )-oa  for  ever." 

The  liteDCe  that  sucoc^d^  Uiis  avowal  wm 
broken  by  Sir  Ilubt'rt :  "  I  am  rcmintlLtl  Giiddenly 
*(  ■  subject  fnr  difTcreiit  from  tliat  wlicli  liu  till 
iai  nnment  occupied  us.  Dtame  roe  not  for  leaving 
die  one  for  the  olJipr.  The  lone  of  your  voice  jii« 
M«,  the  expreiaion  of  your  eye,  dl  Kpoke  lo  me 
<f  your  coa<un— of  Captain  Coningsby." 

L«nl  Ilaslingbam  m«  in  risible  agitation  from 
Ui  chair.  "  Blame  me  neither,  more  especially,  for 
idrertii^  to  a  topics  vhich  I  have  reason  to  believe 
ii  di^nsing  to  you.  You  told  me  the  time  tbould 
moe  when  you  woaM  «pvnk  to  me  of  tliis :  in  not 
the  tisM  come  ?  Wlmt  f)t(<>r  {leriad  eonlil  be  duwen  ? 
Hm  we  not  exclianged  freely  our  confidenoe  eseh 
vilh  the  other  ?  Have  I  not  shown  to  wliat  degree 
yN  have  interested  my  feelings  in  yuur  favour? 
D«  yoH  deny  mc  the  return  1  require  ?  You  do 
,      Wdeny  it  mc." 

■     "  I  do  not,"  said  Lord  HaMlingluim,  a«  with  fulded 

Bmu,  and  brow  contracted,  be  stood  before  ihe  fire- 

^  pliee.     *'  1  had,  in  fitct,  an  intention  of  lea<ling  lo 

iW  Mibject  mj'seif.     I  know  not  why  I  should  have 

'Itfrrred  it  till   Uiifl  day;  but  my  mind  bus  been 

WGUjiied,  enf^romcd  with  otlicr  things.     Once  or 

tw,  too,  it  occurred  to  me,  that  perha|)«  it  would 
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1)<-a>me  me  not  to  moke  alluaion  to  tboHe  erm 
u'luL-li  had  diatreased  me;    my  coniici«i]ce  went 
along  with  my  pride.     If  I  had  not  forgiven  hii 
lysclf,   iny  heart  wiu  ulf-puntshvd.     I   had    no 
ii(  to  dUliirb,  by  a  breath  of  mine,  tlie  opinions 
entertained  of  him    by  others.     However,  here  I 
appreliend  I  htve  met,  after  all,  with  an  exoepttn^f 
to    the  argumont:  from  you  it  ih  not  fair  that  I~ 
nhouUl  conceal  anytliinj;." 

"I   tliuik   you,"  replied  Sir    Hubert:  "If  ml 
sympatliy  for  you  were  of  that  idle  nature,  wli 
contenta  itnetf  with  applying;  an   anodyne  to 
1  sliould  Day,  do  not  go  on — retain  your  own  opinic 
of  Captain  Conittgaby — let  me  rotnin  mtno.     Wh 
the  collision  tliut  threw  you  into  contact,  and  by  it 
rc-hctioii   «c|)iaratcd  you,  it   i«   impossible    1   evil 
Itave  anythii^  to  do.     Avoid  the  paiit  which  a  re* 
ference  to  it  must  occasion  you :  let  the  subject  pMi 
into  oblivion. — But  L  do  not  soy  this :  make  wbilH 
deduction  you  pleoM."  ^ 

"  I  grieve,"  said  Lord  Hiuilingham,"  to  tldnlt. 
that  in  the  outset  I  must  overthrow  every  hope  you 
may  entertain  of  effecting  a  reeoneiliaiioti  between 
my  cousin  Coningsby  oud  me.  Hl*  lia^l  cifTondrd 
me,  yet  I  forgave  him.  1  paid  bim  the  higlmt 
compliment  that  one  man  could  pay  another;  h^H 
rejected  the  offer.     That  I  cannot  forgive  him." 

"  How !"  exclaimed  ijir  Hubert,  laying  bia  band 
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Bra  of  Lord  HMUnffhiun,  **  u  k  thus  you 
'^fok  of  one  wbo  was  htcd  up  with  you  in  yo<iT 
fclher's  hall — wbo  returaiil  the  grwrity  of  ymir 
oScctioti  tritli  all  the  uiimalion  of  hU— vrbo  loverl 
jronr  noUier,  your  ti>»tiin^Ie  mother,  ercn  u  he 
inti  Ilia  own — wbo  waa  ihe  wwnhipp«d  idol  nf 
your  filter  to  her  cliitdhood  ?" 

•*  Not  a  word,  noi  a  tyllnblc  of  tliat — do  nut  Utik 
ofJulb,  my  b«autifuUul(a  !  I  willcompoM  mywlf: 
only  do  not  ring  bU  prawea  in  my  car ;  1  cuniiot 
btsr  Uwl.  All  is  on  the  mrhce;  titere  n  notbitig 
itBp  in  hit  nature,  but  bis  ariiBce.    I  dleoovcred 

te  loRK  OgtK" 

•'Would  to  God*"  BBid  Sir  Hubert,  feelingly, 
"dial  1  bad  be«n  by  you  at  tbat  time  :  you  should 
nut  bare  Boffiprcd  as  you  ditl.     Be  persund<-d,  Has> 

IUnghaoi,  you  have  beon  baunted  by  a  chimitm  of 
ymrowiicreatioii.    It  is  imponible  Coiiiugsby  eiui 
hr«  become  tbe  being  youdcMrlbe:  timediAiiirt.'!! 
ov  liabita,  but  it  does  not  alter  our  nulure.     Con- 
■Bgrifyoaed  to  he  ingcnuouft  In  ihir  (.'xtri-mp;  ifnny 
lUitg;  offended  !n  bim,  It  wu  his  candour.     I  ««e 
ibl  I  agitate  you.  Tell  me,  at  least,  wbat  wer<>  tite 
^^  ttmixatioofl  to   whicb    you   suppose  bira    to  have 
^P  vielded.     1  am  rrady  to  bear  all,  prorided  you  are 
aim." 
"  I  fttn  calm.   I  hnvc  my  apirit  in  cbcdt.    I  bav« 
Beciedf  that  unless  1  state  to  you  icgularly  what 
K  3 
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pas»f4l  itt  Vienna  and  nt  FlorciiM-,  yoti  wilt  continue' 
to  believe  that  I  am  tho  victim  of  nti  imprcMion,  aS ' 
fantastic  as  it  U  fearful  I  owe  you  rererenoe,  and 
1  pay  it  by  Bubinitting  to  the  restraint  you  impose 
oti  me." 

"  I  can  now  tbcn,"  replied  Sr  Hubert,  ♦'  profess     i 
inygcif  all  anxiety  to  learn  tlia»v  extraordinary  cir-H 
cunifltances— extraordinary  they  must  have  been — 
which  have  alienated  your  heart  from  one,  whom 
certainly  I  considered  worthy  of  your  friendship.  I 
cannot  give  tlie  most  remote  guuM  ut  tlieir  nature.  Ijfl 
only  know  tital  he  left  Knglaiid  in  \i\g\i  itptrits,  and" 
that  part  of  the  buoyancy  wits  derived  from  tlie  liopo 
of  seeing  you  again.    There  was  nothing  fei^n< 
cltlier  in  the  feeling  or  ita  e:(pression :  he  loved  yon 
because  he  knew  yon." 

"  And  I,"  >aid  Lord  Haslingham,  "  1  loved  him, 
because  1  knew  him  not:  however  that  mi|fht  be* 
I  received  him  cordially.  A^tiiredlvi  he  needod 
not  my  introtluction ;  hia  name,  hi.t  reputation,  III 
aecomplUhed  nuiuner^  all  procured  him  tfa«  eutrC-e 
into  the  first  circles.  The  handsome  Uuardsroan 
was  courted  on  all  Hides.  Still,  he  was  my  couuil 
1  held  myself  bound  to  aid  the  imprewtiou  be  might 
make  in  the  world.  I  insisted  that  my  friends 
should  become  his ;  1  selected  him  for  my  com- 
panion everywhere.  And  to  think  how  he  repaid 
mer 
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>*You  hint  at  onc«  at  bia  tngratituHc,"  mid  Sir 
Hubert:  "strange,  unacconnbibly  strangv,  if  the 
cli>rg«  be  |>Ttrv«<l.  Lady  CtariRbroo4(,  with  whom 
M  tlmt  time  1  WM  in  oonHUuit  commnniculion — in 
htn,  the  Mtfldons  lent  lier  their  bouw  for  n  few 
■undi»— Lafty  Ciarisbrook  coul<t  talk  of  nolliin)r 
biu  the  delif^ht  eipcrienccd  by  her  son,  in  his  re- 
newed association  wttli  you.  SometimeH  slie  read 
Is  me  extracts  from  his  letters  :  in  them  you  were 
•Imys  alluded  Co.  He  sermed  to  be  in  good  hu- 
nwr  with  ererythiiig  around  him ;  the  etaatieity 
of  hi)  mind  breatlied  In  every  line  he  wrote." 

"That  waa  bia  st)-le,"  aaid  Lxml  llaslingham, 
glooiiiily,  "  M  be  carried  it  with  the  world.  Hs 
<li>l  Dot  talk  of  liiit  popularity,  he  hnd  too  much 
tttic  to  do  that;  but  lie  gave  every  one  to  under- 
■tudthat  be  was  popular." 

"  And  «-as  be  Dotso?"  uftkei)  Sir  Hubert. 

T(ic  lip  of  Lord  Hiwliiij;liiim  became  snildrnly 
aunpremed.  "  Tliere  lay  Uie  irremiiUable  aril. 
Had  Coningsby  been  one  of  the  triflers  who  pn«« 
tliraigb  society  and  are  forgotten,  be  had  not  Iiiul 
il  in  bill  power  to  injure  me." 

"llie  power  mi^rht  be  in  many  who  would 
*l>rtnli  from  exercising  it,"  wiifl  Sir  Hubert. 

**  He  bad  the  wUt  to  injure  me,"  said  Lor<l  Hits- 
BngltafD,  laying  terrible  emphasis  on  the  word  he 
W  lubalituted  fur  the  fonner  one. 
K  3 


iHv  into  the  bciirU  <if  all  wbotn   1  ral] 
diing  1— " 

"  Say  not  lliat  you  luite  liim,"  in 
Hubert;  "remember  tbe R;li|fi<Mi  ywi 

"  I  lure  strn^gUd  not  to  hate  liim, 
h»vt  ttmggM  to  deliviir  myself  fro 
(but  CTr|>t  over  oii',  wlwn  lii»  idea  occu' 
In  rerercDCC  of  tltM  religion  you  bitT< 
Hupprew  tlie   emotion*  Uiat  only  u  ni' 
were  boiling  witliin  me.     Suffer  me 
spoke  of  Coiiingsby's  popularity.     I  aU 
you.  leftt  you  impute  to  me  a  Miitiraeal 
ever  beld  alien  to  my  nature,  that  1 
rise  with  a  sympathy  at toj^i'tbcr  fmtem 
lit  that  period  that  be  doMTfCil  it.     I  •» 
the  Itonour  he  ^cflcct^d  on  my  name, 
jmrtiality.      A*  loog   a»  t]ii»  poputari 
mcri'ly  his  allowable  kuccpm  in  society, 
to  view  it  witb  pleasure :  but  when  he 
it  to  ....  .  Murk  the  8tc|M  he  took. 
nmbition  about  bim;    'I'  it  '^  i«  nalunil 
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liiaenabonl  it,  tbat  niled  tbe  loftiocM  of  hk  uAaA. 

I  «M  aware  ibat  lie  was  Mnbilious;  he  toM,  or  af- 

ftHiil  (0  uU  tae  cvrr)  Uiinf^.     I^lc  frankly  canfe«w«l 

(kibe  qaarrelkd  with  Uie  peace,  bvcaiiM,  Uiroiigb 

kiitten«Dtioii(  ibe  palb  toceltbnty  luul  been  clnsrd 

htftrv  bla.    H«  iiMfUlcil  cliat  I  •Itonid  be  hii  lutur 

ID  t^ttoaucy.     tie  toved  to  Uutly  meo  aiu)  man- 

ntfv    He  knew  tbat  secrecy  aod  dUpatcb  formed 

nynotto  :  be  porsuailed  nie  to  trust  aa<l  t«>  einjiloy 

Ub.    AJl  tbb,  of  oour»e,  was  doae  witb  tbe  strid- 

«  privacy.     I  fouDd,  on  oih  vecwioii,  bis  nmiiM'l 

tf  aiaurUl  twrvice  to  nur,  and  thts  brougbt  mc-  ialo 

I      iW  habit  of  ooQSulting  biro." 

H    "  Hud  I  been  sioulafly  Rituated,"  reouirked  Sir 

V  Uiben,  "  1  iibuiild  Imvo  (loiic  precisely  im  you  d*- 

p  KriW  yourMli'  t^i  bare  <louo.    Coniii^by  was  at 

<*cv  tlie  perwti  ui  wboui  it  wut  natural  to  confidei 

fitke  individual  calculated  to  render  tbe  caa6- 

^ce  useful    1  we  your  brow  darken  as  I  speak — 

n     '  kthtat  to  aay  more." 

■  "  Bear  wjtb  mc,"  aitil  Lord  Haslingbam.  "  I 
V*iU  be  as  brief  aa  poasible.  Mudi  did  not  comv 
'  tl  my  knowledge  at  tbe  tinu.' ;  but  bftd  I  beard  leas, 

t  fboulil  still  bnve  aoderMood  nil.  I  Au  not  give  you 
lUsreoOU  aa  I  ougbt;  I  havo  altogetlier  ninitted 
tbe  nenlion  of  I»nl  Meldon." 

"  Tbe  point,  tbe  very  point,  on  wbicb,"  remarked 
Sir  Hubert,  *'  1  was  anxious  to  obtain  some  i-luci- 
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dation.     Lord  Mcldrni  never  inl«rrered  tritb 
ties.   I  boliere  half  the  world  forgets  ilmi  be  i 
How  con  be  possibly  have  had  any  tiuat  in  i 
occurr«iic«H  at  \''icni)a  ?'* 

"  I  ailnw,  and  the  aHlmUsion  costs  nie  noti 
Mid  Lord  Ha»ling]iain,  "  that  Lord  Mcldw 
iiot  nbonl  liim  ibe  sitadow  even  of  the  lesst  of  ih 
qimltlies  that  conitilute  a  fltate«nian;  but  ht.' lit^ 
(I  refer  to  his  residence  abroad)  amitUt  >tate«iiua: 
politics  reached  him  by  reflection.  He  had  an  * 
ceriained  station  in  society — his  fortune  was  i> 
incumbered — his  moral  reputation  stood  bigh— 1« 
as  tlie  world  in,  that  is  not  without  its  tnflueno 
And  he  had  a  beuotiful  and  accomplished  daughie 
Us  bouse  thcrerore  became  the  resort  of  aun 
whose  habila  were  essentially  different  from  li 
own.  There  waa  one  who  frequented  it,  till  1 
was  looked  upon  almost  as  a  member  of  the  houi 
hold — tliat  one  was  Coningsby." 

"  Had  Coniitjriiby  any  motive  likely  to  indu 
him  to  sacriRce  so  ranch  of  his  time  nt  Lord  M< 
don's?"  inquired  Sir  Hubert,  wttli  some  degree 
hesitation  in  his  manner. 

"  You  liave  asked  mc  a  question  that  it  b  not 
my  power  fully,  and  decidedly,  to  answer!  ni 
tut  my  knowledge   goes,  I   will    answer  it:  the 
luid  been  nn  old  intimacy  between  the  familie 
intemarriages  bad  formerly  tuken  plac«  betwct 
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it  ia  lliey  wcro  Iin-editary  friwidi. 
jwrfoctly  naturaJ  tliat  Coniiigsby  should  he 
tdu  he  WM  bjr  Lord  Mffldon ;  it  wu  tiot 
quite  m  mxtuti  tliat  he  thoald  nect  ihs 
•  with  tb«  entbusiMin  be  did.  He  might, 
,  have  had  hid  r«afiOD8 — I  iupposcd  at  ilie 
hwl:  1  know,  nt  IcMt,  be  had  one  point  to 


MpofDt?"  BBid  Sir  Hubert 

ta.     He  knew  the  full  value  of  the  uiio- 

ib4uaed — be  calculated  chances  with  a  most 

[  correctness." 

»er  I    Calculation  of  dianoes  !"  echoed  Sir 

"  that  was  not  like  Coningsby.     Are  yon 
bat  thia  wu  hb  only  motire  for  Tinting  at 
ddon't?" 
mbt  Dot  be  certain  tliat  it  wag  the  only  one ; 

at  others :  it  waa  the  only  one,  however, 
lich,  as  it  turned  out,   I  had  any  thing 

1  Boapcoted  tliat  tliere  might  be  another?" 
tpeoted  it  perhaps,  but  I  could  not  altogctlier 
I  whether  or  not  1  was  right." 
J  that  oilier  related  to — to  Miss  BoUeisle  ?" 
did.     He  had  expectations  which  enlitleif 
ook  up  to  her  if  be  chose." 
yon  suppose  that  she  Liked  bim?" 

reason  to  suppose  that  she  liked  hitn : 
Its 
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^nfjnnf  «vidvittly  linked  tog«ther:  bow,  it  was 
inipaillbltf  for  nic  precisely,  or  for  any  one,  (o  lelL 
Slie  bad  the  frtrangut  reliance  on  Coitingsby.  I 
iiprak  to  you  a*  I  would  Ut  my  own  hoiunir." 

"  Do  you  tliink  Coninfi^by  addreswd  imr'f" 

"  I  cannot  tell.  He  had  not  exinitly  llie  air  of  a 
imin  who  had  been  refused :  bad  be  been  accepted, 
the  Court  would  liavc  rung  with  it." 

"  Your  inference  is  tlicn.  timt  be  did  not  offer 
hinwlftoberr 

"  It  would  be  better  if  1  inferred  notbinff,  for  I 
understood  notbinf^.  However  that  may  be,"  aaid 
I^rd  HaalingbaiD,  tiastily,  with  tlic  air  of  one  who 
rather  ibuna  a  subject*  '*  Coningftby  becaioe  tbc 
decided  favourite  of  Lord  Mcldon ;  and  from  thai 
hour  my  influence  declined." 

"  Your  influpnoe'/  In  what  quarter?" 

"  My  influence  nt  Lord  Meldon'i — my  induefli 
every  where — I  felt  myself  supplanted." 

"  Supplanted  f  How  f  I  do  not  comprehend 
you." 

**  Supplanlud  in  tlie  ofiinioiia  of  tlio««,  whoac  suf- 
frafifes  were  of  importance  to  me.  Wiiat  ft  croueb- 
mg  fiend  is  Ambition !  He  began  in  private  to 
itndormine  n^— he  drew  from  me,  one  by  one,  my 
lamitiar  friends — he  obtained  a  maUery  over  the 
minds  of  individuals  whose  rank  should  have  ren- 
dered them  unavailable.     In  the  chamber,  the 
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lb  fikott  it  WW  Uia  mibc,  stiU  iJm  mme—Can- 
bigrfty,  ootUog  but  Cotiingkby.  I  mw  bU  tbU— I 
wild  aot  but  Me  it — I  rend  it  in  tJi«  al^cI<!(l  looha 
tf  tkoae  around  mc." 

-  Hivb  I"  ftoid  Sir  Hubert,  "  busb  t  licten  t« 
■f  but  fur  a  momrni— I  vut  »pnik  tkougb  I 
■IkMid  condemn  you — I  mutt  «pcuk  tlinngh  1  sboiUd 
nuMo  ti]>  your  priik*  in  amm  agMOtt  in«.  Thai 
Mwlucli  )-ou  nuke  appeal  m  evidonec  tbat  tltcn 
man  eril  loSuenoe  iit  work  agwmt  you,  1  con- 
li^  rather  a*  aflbrding  a  proof  tiiat  you  were  tbe 
rictiin  of  ui)  DptiiJoD,  powerful  even  by  iu  (itlse- 
MM.  Factft  fulltfw  Tnillit  and  slaDtUnf^  aa  tbvy  do 
b  ber  light,  we  cun  meaaurc  their  proportion* :  ibr 
pUaloiBa  that  liftont  our  imagination,  are  dark  and 
tb^rieaa.  The  chaiqi^  vnrn  in  yourMlf,  not  iti 
Mbtn;  your  mind  was  impretu»e<l  with  nn  idea  that 
iii|n>titudc  and  treiidiery  were  trackiitj^  yoa  n«  you 
■oved;  you  learned  to  nismLst  every  out*;  you 
inked  glooouty  on  the  world ;  you  parsed  by  it 
■ilbont  apeaking:  it  was  elarUed,  and  in  its  turn 
nid  Dotlung.'* 

"  No^tliia  was  no  delndou — I  Itad  evidenoe 
tnuugb  that  Coningaby  waH  uudermintnjr  uie.  I 
Mid  you  that  he  contTive<l  to  throw  a  check  on  my 
intercoume  with  Lord  MoUlon.  I  wui>  Aick,  siek 
(0  (he  heart,  of  beariofc  his  name  mrntioiied.  I 
to  experience  a  sens*-  o*  extreme  wearitiew 
X  6 


304 


THE   EKCAOEJIEMT. 


wliilc   vi«lin|7   tliPTo;    when   Mie,   at   least — Mw 
UcIIvhIc  1  mean — liuppcned  to  b«  absent.     Lord 
Meldoii'if    conventalioii    liad    iierer    interested — 
now  it  annoyed  tne.     Lady  Mcldon  raiitinued,  iM 
couftv,  her  politeneas  to  tne.    I  did  ituE  reflect  oil  ^ 
her  enough  to  dislike  her,  in  ibe  uue  sense  of  tlie 
terra.    1  believe  »he  was  not  particularly  partial  tofl 
Contngi^y  ;  at  least,  it  alvrays  struck  me,  after  the 
fifHl,  that  there  wiui  sometlting  that  dtspl«UK-d  Lef 
in  regard  lo  him.      Mim  Bclleisle  wag  ccruinly 
puriial  to  liim,  perhaps  she  loved  him — I  was  led 
to  suppose  she  loved  him.     I  do  not  know  how  it 
W1L4,  but  though  in  general  I  tlirunk  from  ihote 
who  were  fond  of  ConiR|^y,   1  alloned  to  Mta> 
Belleisle,  what  I  was  willing  to  nliow  to  no  other     J 
the  right  to  judge  for  hert»-lf.     Yet,  even  in  her.  I     i 
could  trace  symptoms  of  ulteration  ;  «lie  luid  an  uii^ 
of  restraint  while  addresung  me."  fl 

"  You   pay  her  a  high   compliment,"  said  Sir 
Hubert;  "  I  should  be  tempted  to  imagine  she  waej 
nwuro  of  its  viduc;    yet  you  say  she  continued 
afford  a  specie*  of  encouragement  to  Coiiingsby?" ! 

"  Encouragement !  1  do  not  know  what  (o  tliink' 
now,  but  I  thought  su  then.     Tlie  affair  remains  m 
mystery.      However,  to  resume : — At  time*,  when 
Coningsby  and  I  chanced  to  find  ourselves  toge» 
ihcr— for  I  could  not  shake  him  off — he  would 
let  mc— at  time  times,  he  would  smile  at  my  it 
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lion  to  be  on  fnVndly  ifnn*  with  IaitA  Meldun ; 

Vvt  \te  supposed  I  was  moved  by  the  dmnn*  of 

iWir  fair  daugbtcr.     Was  1,  in  truth,  as  oold  M  I 

Djipearrcl  to  bo?    SJw  was  rery  beautirul;  had  I 

ntver  fiiund  out  tliat  itbe  wu  no  f — Tbc^e  inqulrie<i. 

It  niibcr  tbe  nuuiiier  in  wbicb  tbey  were  mado, 

punlvd  as  mocb  aa  they  annoyed  me.     Sntblenly, 

it  tvcuned  to  me  tliat  my  attentions,  sudi  as  ibey 

*eie,   bad   either    b«cti   misundcretood,   or   u'<tc 

<lc<ned  uiiMoeptible.    Good  Hcnvrn !  I,  to  {lay 

oycouii  to  Lord  Meldoti,  and  to  \*e  tJiut  received ! 

V(t;  I  saw  that  Lord  Meldon  ditliki-d  me,  tliat 

bf  aiMpected  t  bad  Bonic  end  in  view,  tliat  he 

flared  m«,   that  my  pretence  was  a  rcMraint  on 

'hiin.    He  had  been  taught  tbb  probably  by  one 

*bi)  wished  to  have  the  ground  clear  for  bimsalf. 

I  After  this  discovery  was  made,  1  Itad  only  one  path 

|10  pusue.     We   met  but   in   public.     May  you 

I  Mrer  know  what  t  HufTercd,  as  day  after  day  I 

*Ucbed  that  limiting  plotter  at  his  toiU  !     But  I 

LUnliniied  to  bear  it  all;  I  was  compelled   to  bear 

|iL  I  waa  chained  to  my  poM;  I  fett  1  was  scarcely 

'•uhoTiced  to  sacrifice  public  duty  to  private  feel- 

bj. — At  leitgtli  came  tlic  proof  for  which  I  ponied. 

There  was  a  convention  to  be  held  on  the  frontier, 

H  which  it  was  desirable  that  an  agent  accreiUted 

M  uar  part  should  be  pr»cnL     I  made  my  nomi- 

.lltion;  I  made  it  without  prejudice,  without  fear 
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or  &voiir.     I  selected  a  person  of  bird),  and  of 
Bufficicnt  ability;  one  wlm  1  wiis  avrurc  wi>uU  pw 
form  lioiiourabty  mixl  cofrvdly  whatever  lie  mij^lit 
bare  to  do.    It  happened  Uint  before  tlii^ 
tiling*  were  only  partially  in  train,  Coningsby  ba 
visited  Ilie  frontier,  apparently  witli  no  object  bti 
his  amusement;  it  waa  at  tbe  time  wli«n  we  urer 
friends.     lie  had  serve<I  mc  ut  that  juncture,  und 
had  lliaiiki.fl  liiin ;  paid  ov«r  to  him,  in  short, 
public  tiuiiiks  that  were  p«id  to  mc.     I  could 
no  more.     Tbe  whole  traitsacttoo  had  been  tecreil 
it  was  necestary  to  keep  it  w ;  it  would  have  beei 
bazardotts  bad  it  tran<ipired.     I   dcented   1  could] 
trofil  ConingHby.     I  could  not  arouch  that  I  IimIA 
employed  m«uiB  other  than  ihoee  tbe  world  kn«w 
of,'to  effect  tlio  end  in  vivw:  it  wan  acoompUsliet^ 
as  fur  Its  it  coitid   be  accompli»]icd  nt  that  p«riodl, , 
and  tliere  tlie  affair  rested." 

"  Conini^by  then  would  have  been  the  man 
select  for  tlii«  u-i'ond  service,"  tiuid  Sir  Hubert*^ 
6xitig  hiH  eyes  on  Lord  HaElui)j;hani.     *'  Vou  hadJ 
tni»led  him  lo  do  that  secretly,  which  was  to  b«j 
followed  tip  publicly.     Why  select  another  for  tb4 
office  i"' 

Lord  Ilaslingham  was  silent  for  n  moment 
two.  *<  I  Ke,  I  feel,"  «uid  lie,  at  length,  •>  that  yoa 
antidpate  what  1  huw  to  tell.  You  would  not, 
otberwne,  have  made  o  remark  like  that.     You  ara 
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[rigbt;  I  WW  not  allowed  to  wiect  my  owa  ogetic 
CsniDgtbjr  knew  I  wm  In  li!*  power,  an<l  be  set  to 
*(rit  to  counteract  me.  My  iionirnntioii  was  not 
ipproved  of.  Fiiacy  tlu:  affront  I — my  offleU 
ngnlatbtu  taimftroA  with  I  Apiinvt  tbe  imli* 
ciU  Umaetf  nolliiiif;  wa*  aJUf^;  but  be  waa 
M  petwfwUy  agreeable  to  tbv  Court ;  aod  Uiia 
•»  cooreyed  to  me  in  a  letter  from  Lord  Meldoii. 
A  it  |ienon  certajiily  to  meddle  witli  ibe  dvlicacy 
*f  £plomatjc  uimngements !  Frooi  Lord  Meldon  [ 
I  «m1i1  aet  Coiiin)jr«by  at  liin  iiid«  as  be  wrote.  1 
Arted  from  my  cliair ;  1  called  for  my  aooretaryj 
MMUnMndrd  bim ;  finatekcd  tlie  ofBciotw  letter 
in»  tba  tablet  and  read  oa  :  *  It  would  be  d«gr> 
*Ue  that  Captain  Cooingaby'«  name — a  peraoii 
nniRitly  popiikiT  in  tbc  InirlieHl  (|inirt«Tv— «liould 
bi  ioMrted,  In  lieu  of  tbe  individual  I  li^  mcn- 
^RWd.'  I»  u  b«  dictate^l  to  by  Lord  Meldan  1 
itige  between  us  now— judf^c  if  I  bate  not  told 
]r*D  truib.  Rcnenbtr  wbal  you  affirmed  of  tbt 
vnpW,  tlie  uitsMeOBaDlilte  qualitiw  of  Lord  Mdk 
4m.  Vr'ai  tJiis  bis  doing  ?  I1ie  very  style  of  tbe 
'Ktor  was  not  liis.  Tl)«n  came  tbe  coiisummstc 
VI  of  the  concluaion;  tb«  writer  affirctt-d  to  Htiinu- 
W  my  [iridc,  «ven  by  the  mocker)-  tliat  maildenrd 
l!  'Coiiingsby  waa  my  rebition;  tbe  bonour,  the 
^MlMnsibility,  ougbt  to  be  permitted  to  go  Uifre- 
LtUrj  lia  wa«  iny  friend ;   in  ibe  course  of  tlie 
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frieiidfliip  lie  hail  be«n  Uiuglit  the  dtucornineol 
which  Rtted  him  for  a  task  like  this.'  Sn  ran  the 
strain.  Ay,  Lord  MeWon  had  been  nrhLspercd 
to;  lie  bad  been  told  in  confidence,  thin^  that 
oufrht  to  have  been  kept  aacre<l.  Coningnby  had 
had  hn  triumph,  at  the  expense  of  him  who  bad 
employed  him.  He  had  determined  to  ke«p  the 
lead,  and  he  knew  he  could  en«tin!  this.  I  mrcd 
not  to  try  tJie  point  with  on«  who  had  ahused  my 
confidence — my  disgust  held  me  still.  On  llie 
{nslatil  1  complied  witli  th«  intimation  1  had 
received;  in  the  next,  I  wrot«  bomc  for  my  r^ca). 
The  dignity  of  my  office,  a  sense  of  what  was 
owing  to  myself,  required  that  I  should  tnke  thti 
at«p.  1  bad  already  ceased  to  b«  an  influenUal 
penion  at  Vienna." 

Lord  Hiutlinghiim  paused;  for  a  few  moments 
Sir  Hubert  watched  in  silence  the  c^iging  colour 
of  tlie  cheek;  at  length,  compelling  himself  to 
itpeak,  he  said,  "  I  confess  myself  conwlemhly 
embarrassed :  if  it  is  painful  to  fi.-el  that  wc  have 
erred,  it  ia  also  panful  to  t«ll  others  that  we 
imagine  tlicy  have  done  so.  1  am  conscious  that, 
in  disputing  your  inferences,  1  sbatl  irritate  your 
pride.  Besides,  tliougb  1  am  imprefiaed  with  tlie 
idea  Uiat  mudi  of  what  you  have  related  may  po»* 
siWy  be  »o  explained  away,  lu  to  Iraivc  Coningsby 
the  same  1  ever  knew  him,  it  is  not  at  all  prubnble 
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ITT  ilioaM  tw  bI)I«  to  force  (lii-t  coiiviciton  on 

you.     At  a  diHUncG  from  tlie  sc«ni>  of  action,  I  ctin 

refer  yoD  ouly  from  my  judgin<>nt  to  my  opinions. 

It  a  10  be  sappoMd  you  will  nat  ratlicr  on  your 

optitionA  tluio  on  mine :  dreurottance  iin<l  paMion 

bre  comiiiiieil  to  give  dtem  efficacy.     If  I  tnik  to 

you  of  his  merits,  you  will  speak  to  n«  of  Itb 

lices ;  my  deductions  from  a  quality  you  deny,  cuii 

bite  no  wotgfal  with  you.     Fcrbups  1  miglil,  witti 

tlir  }{rrat«r  bope  of  >ucc«n,  remind  you  of  that 

mylf  luinm,  that  wbeii  lialf  only  of  a  story  is 

idd,  noUiiiig  of  itn  l>earing  can    be   known.     It 

tfpean  lu  mt,  that  you  never  charged  Coningsby 

t9  hit  boe  witb  tmehcry :  you  put  bim  not  on  bis 

<irfiBce;  in  tbe  aileoce  of  your  own  thougbta  you 

emdemned  him.     Start  not,  when  I  say  it  is  pos- 

v1il*  be  might  liavc  acquitted  himself.     You  askod 

I^Drnoexplanations;  you  rcerivGd  none;  your  mind 

*iH  madv  up  beforeban<l.     Yet  many  tilings  must 

Wwilrlcr  us,  as  we  pan  llirougb  life.    For  ioBlance, 

tiiere  is  a  point  in  your  detail,  wbicb  I  scruplo  not 

>o  conf««  bus   excited   my  curi««ity.      1    dcci<le 

Ulbiog  regarding  it,  for  1  know  not  enough  of  it 

(g  b*  enabled  to  decide.     I  refer  to  wliat  you  suiil 

«f  tba  evident  intimacy  between  Miss  Belloisle  and 

atng^y.     There  yon  too  perceived  the  pro- 

ty  of  suspending  your  judgment ;  and  by  doing 

na  bave  supplied  me  with  u  tacit  argument  in 
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of  the  very  conduct  I  would  oouiiscl  you 

<*  How !"  said  LonI  Ilosliiigbani;  "  doea  iMt| 
the  Euspviuion  of  my  jud^cnt,  tb«n,  ratker  prove 
to  you  tliAt  to  dvtcrminc  nixlily  is  not  a  habit  widi 
vac?  Tliiiik  you  it  wa«  my  wi«li  to  6nd  in  my 
cousin  an<l  my  livir,  ambition  reiKJertil  m«iin  by  its 
own  Khcmin^,  talent  torturing  itsvlf  to  letim  per 
iidy,  dtisimuliition,  bawness  ?  Tbinlt  yuu  it 
my  wiitb  to  TiimI  ibesc  in  Coningsby  7" 

**  Certttinly   I  do  not  tbink  so ;    neither  do 
think  it  19  your  wbh  to  be  startled,  when  too  \Hte,' 
by  tlie  conviction  tlutt  you  luve  been  cruelly 
wofully   ttflf-deoeived.      Conndcf   wbut    will 
your  feelinp  on  your  deatb-bed." 

"  Heaven  !"  e3cciium«d  Lord  HaBlin^Iiam.  "  Ya 
know  not  how  you  have  jarrcd,  by  tluit  word,  ever 
diord  of  my  smiL  1  deemed  mywlf  on  my  dmtl 
bed  when  at  Florence." 

Sir  Hubert  nw   tliat  snuetbin^  still  rennmue 
behind ;  be  remembcr»l  tltat  in  the   beginning  < 
the  confcrvnoc  n^ferenco  liud  beon  made  to  Fio- 
rvnoc.     "  What  pinful  inyvk-ry,"   he  demandi-d, 
"  is  yol  to  be  unrarelleil  ?" 

"  Myatery  there  k  not,"  replied  Lord  HiuUng> 
bam ;  *'  tite  one  octioti  tallied  witli  the  otbor.  Hat 
you  aliall  bear.  My  re(|uest  vim  ncc<-ded  lo.  1 
obtained  my  rccal.     I  cannot  aiton)pt  to  dcscrit: 


the  reelings  willt  wlnA  I  eontrptplaled  n 

lure  from  Vicnnn.     It  wns  niy    ijit<>ntioD  to 

tn*cl  inco^ito  tJicnec  to  Florence.     I  niaititiiinf^ 

M  looit  tu  it  «ru  pMsiblr,  tui  invariable  reserve  in 

nptri  to  my  intctMled  moremimti :  yet  tliL-w  tiling* 

iiiiit|Mre,  and   MiiM  Deiiirble,  1  Iwrc  nuoa  to 

IkU«VVi  gaettti,  witJi  tolerable  acctirac)',  iht  pro- 

b^  tine  of  toy  deparriint.     81ie  vras  the  only 

pcnoD    wluxn  I   felt  I  sbudd  care  to  look    upon 

■|lin :  yet  ber  intunacy  with  ConiiiKtby  cotiUnui-d 

llir  Mme  as  ever.     Hiie  never  apoko  to  mc  on  tlw 

Wtjcct  of  my   leaving;  Vienna;  sJie   knew   it   waa 

•M  ibut  I  bad  DO  wub  to  toudt  on ;  oeitber  did 

•b  tfttk  to  me  of  Coningoby.    Sb«  had  found  oitt 

•t»ere  alienated  the  one  from  the  other." 

"I  mnst  interrupt  you  for  a  moment,"  aoid  Sir 
HabeH ;  "  I  am  anxious  to  know  bow  ConingAjr 
kn  lh«  alictuition  ?" 

**  Hoar  he  bore  it  I  Even  in  tJial  very  point  iie 
mnJvMl  to  HtinK  me  to  the  heart'.*  core.  He 
■tawd  not  to  know  that  lio  tiad  offended  me:  he 
fliled  on  me  eonstaotly.  thoogb  I  was  almost  as 
etnHatitiy  denietl.  Then  ag»iti|  in  alluMon  i»  my 
moditated  dqivturo, — for  be  wa  one  ivho  truulil 
ipaak  of  every  thing,  if  he  diose, — be  protestt-d 
that  it  wM  his  intention  to  quit  Vienna  alonf;  witli 
oai  he  bad  tliu  ^eatcst  inclination  to  look  al  Swit- 
Barlnd  u^ain;  he  btul  imbibed  a  suddvn  desire  to 
■et  my  mother,  and  Julia.     Julia  t" 
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<■  It  U  ctritlent,  then,"  mi  REr  Hubert,  pn 
avoiding  all  notice  of  llie  emotion  witli  which 
Haslingbam  liad  repeated  the  name  of  hn  sister 
"  it  is  eriilcnt  be  had   no  wish  to  pra«ecuie 
triumph  you   bclierr   him  to  have  obbuncd  artr 
you.     How  (to  you  reconcile  this  with  that  sdiem* 
ing  policy,  that  undermining  crafiinem,  which  y< 
apprehend  he  pursued  to  achieve   it  ?      Men 
Dot  ordinarily  leap  tlio  rules  of  honoor,  in  casi 
where  ambition  i«  concerned,  to  look  merely  fi 
the  height,  and  plungv  from  it  aj^ain.     There  il' 
tenacity  of  purpose  to  hind  them  to  the  «oil — : 
circle  widens — lliey  Imve  Htill  a  siep  to  tread — the 
lie  on  every  side  the  temptations,  that  spoke 
them  from  tlie  distance.     Ambition  is  one  of  the 
most  faithful  of  the  passions;  it  ciui  breathe  freely 
only  when  clenching  in  its  griLfp  the  object  thai 
it  loves.     Yet  Coningsby — tiic  brilliant  ConingsbjA 
~-after  having  sacrificed  integrity  to  ambiiton,  w~ 
prepared,  at  a  moment's  notice,  to  sacrifice  ambition 
to  fancy  1     He  does  more  :  he  ts  willing  to  take  up 
the  friendsliip  be  lui<l  <lown,  lutd  force  it  on  yoi^| 
soiled  and  valueless  I    H''flect  on  thi%  Haslinghatni^ 
and  solve  the  enigma  if  you  can." 

**1  cannot:  I  speak  of  fiicts;  on  these  I  rest  my 
eonelusions.  You  may  suppose  that  I  left  Vienna 
at  last,  without  giving  Coniugsby  a  hint  of  my 
arrangements.  Was  it  powtible,  in  tlie  sL-ttc  o( 
mind  I  was  in,  that  I  could  permit  iiim  to  accom- 
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me'f  I  travelled  with  a  Hipidity  that  my 
penooal  atlesdant  cniuidered  fearful — 1  ma  In 
Match  of  peace.  I  arriirtrd  it  Florence.  I  wrote 
to  ymi :  that  tbouglil  had  Tulted  dii.*  tii  my  darkest 
bam  at  Vienna;  it  bad  gooe  along  widi  tnt?  in  my 
j<iiiniey :  U  wat  my  conpanmn,  rxcppt  when  I 
thsogbt  of  Coningsby.  I  had  no  longer  an  im- 
petus In  stuiajn  me ;  ferer  forced  Jta  way ;  1  tnu 
Mretcbed  on  the  bed  of  sickness.  The  dtsewe  went 
w;  yet  ev9ry  thing  tn  painful  clearness  continued 
to  present  ItMcIf  to  ny  brain.  1  lay  with  my  eyes 
hit  eloMd,  my  li|M  apart,  motionlen  and  silent, 
aning  on  the  past.  I  heard  every  tiling  that  was 
■id — I  know  all  that  was  done ;  but  who  cauld 
gacB  that  I  did  so?  My  mother,  my  sbiter,  ibe 
physicians,  when  they  looked  on  me  as  thus  I  lay, 
(Itemed  ibitt  llie  stupor  had  descended  even  on  the 
mind.  One  day — ^il  was  evening — -1  nw  through 
my  dosed  eyelualies  Julia's  beautiful  figure  enter 
tbe  opartmeuL  A  light,  that  bad  nol  been  in  (liem 
of  late,  danced  in  het  eyes ;  she  moved  wiih  a  step 
H&  and  hurried,  to  my  mother,  who  sat  near  my 
bcth  She  threw  lior  arms  round  ber  neck :  '  lie  is 
vamt,  thank  Hcuven,  he  is  come  V  My  mother 
*nUd  have  risen  at  that  anuouncement,  but  Julia 
)(M«oted  her.  '  Do  not  go  to  bim  yet ;  he  wisbcs 
t» be  alone;  he  is  shocked,  dreadfully  shocked,  at 
the  intelligence  wo  bad  to  give  him.    Poor  fellow  !' 
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Ask  Die  not  wliat  I  teM — for  Heaven's  sake  uk  me 
nol.  1  kn«w  of  wimm  Uicy  sjwkc,  iind  yet  I  coald 
continue  to  luteii.  My  sister  went  on  :— '  W*  shall 
be  happier  now,  if  any  tiling;  can  make  us  Iiappirr, 
while  ny  brother  niffem  as  he  doe«.  Perhnpt 
Heiiry'a  prcMnco  mif^bt  .  .  .  /  I  gave  an  ir>- 
voluiitury  8btKld«r.  Julia  ran  up  to  me — *  He  b 
wone — Ob  matnma^he  is  worse  !'  My  mother  felt 
my  brow,  and  stooped  and  kissed  my  eyelids :  '  I 
think  not,  my  love,' — that  was  Iier  answer :  *  I  have 
seen  him  start  in  ihio  manner  before.  O  my  Ood  t 
if  ihou  woiildst  dci^  to  spare  to  me  this  beloved, 
this  adorf<l  son  V  " 

Sir  Hubert  fell  ^ntly  moved.  "  A»d  did  not 
the  oxpreKion  of  mnteniul  lure — the  ncrcl  appeal 
from  a  motlicr  to  tlie  Creator  nf  us  all,  in  behalf  of 
the  child  of  her  affection — did  not  tlits  expresmoa 
of  pure  and  pitying  poe«on,  toucli  witli  softness 
the  mood  in  which  it  found  you  f" 

"  You  argue  jtwtly,"  Mid  Lord  Haalingham, 
a  broken  voice ;  "  thus  aMuredJy  did  the  fKHind 
tluit  pmyer  come  over  me.  It  seemed  that  a  cliange, 
will)  urhicli  volition  had  not  any  tiling  (u  do,  was 
acting  on  my  heart ;  there  burst  from  it  tlie  restless 
pain  of  penitence.  Hemiitded  tlintmany  lovwt  me, 
I  startled  to  think  how  lillle  I  bftd  loved  others. 
Why  bad  I  nol  forjrivcn  Coningsby  ?  C^mitignby  I 
— Hqw  ! — was  he  here  ?    'Diey  talked  of  him — 
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ibat  posrible  ?  For  vrhu  I)m1  be  come  ?  H» 
baen  uncprv,  thcDf  when  be  (poke  Isst  to  me. 
(Acrisbcd  iIm  nratber,  wbo*  even  «t  tbai  mAttivnt, 
cbmabiftgr  me.  My  mVet  wm  rejoiced  at  bit 
coming.  Hs  1  periispa  he  loved  ny  abler.  I  trace 
lo  you  rapidly  the  ideas  that  Waited  me.  She — did 
tbe  low  bim  ?  She  bad  spoken  of  him  tenderly. 
Wtal  [  uid  wtm  I  to  look  back  upon  liTc  to  trouble  my 
soul  mtb  its  unriglitrotu  enmities,  tiiid  poiBon 
le  dclldoius  tranquillity  of  n  heart  thnt  wtm  iill  tti- 
ee  \  He  had  erred — ened  against  myself — 
but  that  was  past  I  bad  erred,  and  againnt  Gfid ; 
yet  I  boped  for  pardon.  Perhnps  bLi  nature  irns 
ant  altogether  perrcrtcd — perbapa  be  bad  been 
niiM ;  she  wonid  fjiildi'  him  hack  a)(un.  Then,  im 
tbe  eanli  with  lier  ti|>k>»doure  came  before  me,  I 
tboagbl  of  him,  an  vetted  witli  the  hereditary  honour 
of  my  bouce :  he  waa  to  reprcHent  my  line — ho  wim 
10  be  tlie  mediiiffl  through  which  it  should  be  rcpre- 
MDted  (o  posterity.  He  should  marry  mysialer: 
a>  »bould  I  revenue  mysetf  nf^ly.** 
"  lliero,  there,"  said  Sir  Hubert,  with  animation, 
ihi  I  rrco^)ize  the  spirit  of  my  pupil.  I  cunnot 
bar  bt-lii-ve  tlmt  you  obeyed  the  impulde  of  thew 
Mnpunctiom  feelings ;  yet  from  tbe  tone  in  which 
jwi  havp  spoken  to  me  of  Coninjrsby  ....  Favour 
ne  hy  going  on — my  un.iiety  is  p«inful." 
"  I  will  obey  you.     1  do  not  say,  *  condemn  nie 
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if  you  n  ill,'  for  it  will  not  be  in  your  power  to  con 
demn  me.  A  feeling  for  myself  and  my  injurie 
influenced  me  at  Vienna.  You  look  not  at  liij 
conduct  there  through  the  mist  of  those  feeling 
I  can  understand  the  charity  wliicli  prompts  yoi 
to  plead  for  liiin  ;  but  I  airi  going  to  interest  yi 
now  in  behalf  of  one,  powerless  to  avenge  a  sligh 
— perhaps,  from  the  excellence  of  her  nature,  ui: 
willing  that  it  should  be  avenged.  I  am  going 
talk  to  yoa  of  your  favourite  Julia.  1  would  hur 
to  the  end  of  this :  I  heard  them  converse  of  muc 
beside  that  of  which  I  have  told  you  ;  they  dwe 
|)artieularly  on  Coning'sby's  anxiety  on  my  aecouuL 
I  said  to  myself,  the  old  feeling  of  mistrust  creeping 
into  mv  heart,  'This  is  notalltrue,  but  they  believe 
it  to  be  so.  He  may  have  repented  that  he  has 
thus  blighted  all  my  prospects  in  life  :  he  must  be 
conscious  he  has  blighted  them.'  " 

"  What !"  said  Sir  Hubert,  "  and  you  believe 
that  Coningsby,  knowing  he  had  injured  you, 
forced  himself  on  your  retirement,  to  look  upon  his 
work  ?     Tliis  was  not  natural." 

"  Perhaps  not,"  replied  Lord  Haslingham;  "but 
Virtue  alone  is  natural — Vice  treads  in  roads  where 
it  is  impossible  to  follow  her.  My  mother  rose  to 
go :  her  anxiety  to  see  Coningsby  would  not  allow 
Iter  to  stay  near  me  longer.  '  'I'ell  him,'  said  my 
sister,  whisperingly,  and  not  a  word  of  the  whisper 
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tt  I  low,  <  tbat  I  twd  not  time  to  show  him  liow 
ardnfly  I  Itul  gitaitUd  the  brooch,  with  hi«  hulr  in 
il,  which  h«  gave  me  when  we  parted ;  bat  h» 
■att  come  bvrc  nnd  look  nt  it.'  Ilpre '.  Vi'hiit,  in 
aj  cluunber  ?  TTn-  door  cloticd  nfter  my  molhrr — I 
knni  rrrry  step  n»  thv  pas*c«l  along  the  gnlhrry — 
Urard  tlie  pause  in  tJie  corridor — lhpr<>  wai  the 
•umnr  of  roieee — »he  liad  been  met  hy  (.'aiiiii)r*by. 
Uy  sister  vptanf;  gently  from  the  low  couch  an 
•ikich  she  leiint — she  hMtened  to  the  iloor — I  coul<l 
nni  M-e  her  where  she  xtood,  but  I  heard  the  light 
lurtrring  of  her  <lres«,  lift  the  breeze,  from  tliv 
tnteliiui  and  the  ball,  met  in  ilJi  foldi.  A  hU>)>, 
ilMitt  light  as  ber  own,  approached  the  <Ioor. 
'  He  11  better — we  think  he  is  belter — we  hope  h* 
dtepa — for  thu  Imt  lutlf  hour  be  luia  been  »s  calm 
Mftn  tnfiint — come  in — do  come  In.' 

I "  Cooingsby  came  in  ;   he  ipptoiiched  my  bod. 
aly,  nnd  through  tlie  (Urkneiw,  I  miw  him:   he 
tired  with  tntrri :  and  l)iu«  aliugetlicr  he  looked 
ta  OH  tike  a  Hhadow  of  himself.     He  started  when 
be  caught   sight  of  me — he  drew  his  bam) 

'fore  his  eyes — perhaps  ....  hut  lliat  could  not 
bf — the  folly  mastered  me,  however,  iind  it  was  the 
■ae  BS  i/  1  had  seen  him  slied  tears.  1  trembled 
ill  orvt — I  could  command  myself  no  longer — a\\ 
nowdeii  round  me — my  nnrtcs  were  summoned 
fracn  the  aiiu>cltamber.  A  convuUioit,  of  which  1 
VOU  1.  L 
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was  unconscious  came  on ;  uikI  the  borriblo  langue 
ill  which  It  left  me,  sc«nic(l  u  wurniitg  from  tlie 
grave.  I  felt  the  terrible  value  of  time:  I  opcn<>^| 
my  lipa  feebly,  and  cfllterl  for  Coningsby.  No  one^ 
piiiMi^  lo  wuiidcr  bow  I  bud  knowD  of  his  arrival; 
tlie  phyHidaii  bad  said  I  roii«t  be  gratified  in  every 
thinfr,  Coiiin^by  obeyed  the  Rumtnons:  be  leant 
over  me,  he  threw  his  ann  under  my  pillow,  and 
raised  me  m  I  lay.  1  desired  tlutt  every  one  ebe 
shoukl  quit  tlie  apartment.  He  ijioke  to  me,  and 
I  answered  him.  My  Mrength  appeareil  frrndually 
to  be  returning  to  me,  but  I  trusted  not  the  pro- 
mise tlial  it  gave;  I  wat  settling  my  account  with 
life.  I  told  him  that  I  was  dying — that  the  interest 
fell  by  the  dying  for  those  they  were  about  to  leave, 
was  busy  at  my  hc^rt — ihnt  I  had  om-  wUh,  on« 
only,  belonging  lo  eurlli,  and  her  future.  He  bent 
down  his  brow  to  listen.  I  said  to  him :  *  Yoa 
will  tiupply  my  place  in  the  world — you  will  bear 
my  designation — you  will  reside  In  my  putcroaJ 
lulls — nuirry  my  sister.' " 

'Flic  paleiieu  tliat  gathered  over  the  features  of 
Lord  Hnsliugham,  as  he  referred  to  an  interview  so 
awful,  escited  the  sympathy  of  his  auditor.  <*  Sport 
yourself,  Haslingham,"  said  Sir  Hubert,  "  spw* 
yourself  and  me.  I  anticipate  tlie  diiiappoinlment 
that  awaite<l  you ;  I  regret  the  result  on  every  ac- 
coaul;  however,  wc  must  learn  to  look  on  it  bs  pwit." 
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"Put!"  exclaun«(!  Lord  HasUn^itun.  "That 
it  titooid  ever  be  I  A  solicitation  oti  my  part,  la 
he  recvived  as  he  receired  it !  A  solicitation  which 
intolfwl  my  sister's  dignity — my  own — which— — " 

"Your  dignity f"  repeated  Sir  Hubert;  "how 
(a\\  of  hnogli^  freblenrw  i»  man !  Where  wiu  tJut 
iigmty'f  In  what  robe  did  it  army  itself,  when 
fwwerteH  niid  jiroAtrate  you  lay,  expei-'ting  the  awful 
Mnniom  of  your  God  f  Hulinghani,  my  friend, 
■Ky  un,  ofTeod  not  t]te  mercy  which  stopped  the 
Im  od  its  road,  hy  deifying  the  pride  which  wm 
Mtiggling;  to  destroy  you  ! " 

Lord  Hnltngham  answered  notliing;  ]m>  hid  hb 
fue  in  his  liunds. 

"  Afrnin,  I  uy,  I  undentand  you — he  refused  tlie 
tftr—thot  must  haw  boea  {wioful — let  us  not  talk 

r"  1  will  picnd  Mily  for  your  patience  a  moment 
■rtvo  longer.  I  saw  that  he  refused  me — not  a 
*wd  did  he  utter — never  khall  I  forget  tlie  look  hv 
ffit  me  I  I  said,  '  You  refuM  me  ?'  Hv  Uiid  his 
had  on  my  lip — I  flung  it  hack,  and  ilarted  up, 
>ilh  unfiniural  energy,  in  my  bed.  I  waved  him 
fcan  me,  with  the  gesture  of  a  maniac — be  would 
•M  leave  me — he  entreated  me  to  be  quieted — for 
Uinke,  rjuieted.  He  said  that  be  loved  me — that 
W  had  always  loved  me — that  my  beultli  was  deurer 
■oliiin  than  his  own.  1  repeated,  '  Y'ou  refuse  me?* 
L  2 


iQ  DC  CBinT     T]rp~wwnd  ot  onr  tig;ita 
readied  my  motticr:  sbc  ciUvre<l,  tre 
tetror.     At  her  sight  I  tx-camc  livlpl 
passionless;  they  arlmii)t«ter«l  to  me 
tlutt  Kcempd  best ;   (liese  acting  on 
huustion   of  tny   frame,   steeped   ev 
■ilencc.     Tbo  slumber  prociirfld  by 
Deeded  by  tlic  deep  sleep  of  iiittiire. 
till  llie  BUD  on  tliv  •ceoiid  diiy  liud  piut 
dian ;  then  fint  tlie  pliyuclaiut  tpoke 
hope  to  my  motlier.     I  never  a^ked  fi 
— he  never  appeared  before  me.    How 
to  my  mother  for  his  absence  from  a 
know  not      One  by  one,  every  tmu 
received,  in  regard  to  his  conduct  ntJ 
back  to  me,   stronger  by  the  rcartR 
tlioughl  of  Julia — there  lay  the   cro 
I  believed  that  sJie  loved  this  accompi 
loved  the  man  who  had  rejeeied  he?|| 
luntion  her  oit  the  subject.     If  T 
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"  God  ii  hinder  to  an  tluui  wo  Hre  to  ouraelvont" 
mi  Sir  flultcrt.  "  Wo  vnMa  our  lirarta  by  our 
jmmm !  Happy  if  iho  sool  teurn  Co  look  uji  ro 
Kim,  from  (b«  <le*ort  Uury  Unre  cmted,  wlioi  hi« 
nice  stealii  tii  ber  from  afar  I  Let  me  not  imaginv 
jrau  continued  iiuensible  of  the  ralue  of  the  blei*- 
iof;  liut  Tiiiteil  you." 

"I  WW  not — no— b«rorc  (list  licavon  I  om-rt 
tiot  1  was  not.  t  inluilcd  tli«  pure  brnlb  nt  my 
oiemmt,  ami  my  wry  bappincM  vm  gralitiirlf.  I 
looked  on  Uie  green  earth — I  handled  iier  flowera ; 
ind  »li«n  t  wnt  atone  with  Nature  and  her  pur* 
plewurm,  1  UMd  to  forjj^  Contngsby.  At  l«n(;tll 
I  obtained  pemiMion  Ut  leave  my  apurtmenti. 
Sliortiy  after,  a  twte  was  brouj^ht  to  nto  by  my 
»«lel — it  was  from  Coningsby — I  bavc  il  bere :  for 
I  laid  you  it  VM  my  intvntioii  to  tpndc  to  yon 
<{tiiit."  Lord  Ilnsliiif^liam  tben  rc«d  uluiid  tlie 
^iiwing  letter] — 


"  You  w»re  pronounced  out  of  danger,  and  1 
UMed  God  for  the  proqiect  of  your  recovery.  Why, 
Wf  wlien  tlie  recovery  baa  taken  place,  can  I  not 
Pmnil  royoelf  llie  gratiRcalion  of  folicitatiiig  yoii  on 
«.'  Tlii*  cannot  be — to  see  mc,  would  only  irri- 
tate you.  When  you  read  this,  I  »bull  be  at  a  M*- 
l»nce  from  Florence.  HaHlingliam,  if  *-ver  my 
'nrndkhip  waa  dear  to  you,  let  >t  continue  the  tame  tu 


could  not  so  fax  hare  oETentlpd  the  del 
ivarmlh  of  yoar  Mister's  naturp,  ns 
pruaolipd  bcr  without  preference,  »itl 
without  {Mission:  love  come«  not  itt 
nor  M  the  biddlnf;  of  any  man.  I 
consdoasneAit  lliat  you  are  spared  to  1 
may  meet  with  the  happiriesN  »he  merit 
may  not  llirow  away  tlie  happiness  t}ial 
is  the  prayer  of  one  who  lovea  yt 
cousiu 

Henry  Covi 


"  And  WM  not  that,  "  mid  Sir  Hat 
**  the  letter  of  an  honourable  man  ?" 

*'  It  wait  the  letter  of  a  deceitful^ 
Lord  Haslingliam.  "He  cltose  n( 
shackled.  It  suitivl  him  to  veil  the  f 
he  did.  Reluctniicc  !  Why  then  liud  1h 
preaence  of  my  sbtcr?  You  remcmti 
EnKland.     I>fal  hi.  n.n  .-i^^i.^  1.^>JJ 


1 
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'few  fiir  ber  wna  merely  that  tif  irUtionsIii)) ;  ttie 
cndoar  wbkli  atteuded  it  was  tlie  proof  of  tliu." 

*■  Relatiooship !  umler  lliat  plea  fa«  •hcltrrcd 
liiiMelf — if  I  demanded,  are  yoo  her  lover? 
Ui  uvwer  ura.t  at  liaiid;  I  am  tier  couxto.  He 
kMW  I  could  not  toucb  him.  Oti  eitlier  tiile 
llw  relatinnsliip  was  hu  nfe^uard.  1  eould  call 
kin  to  DO  account ;  the  blood  io  bis  reins  wa§  the 
now  as  tbat  wMch  flowed  in  mine ;  he  was  my 
coiBtD.  And  I — I — was  to  look  from  my  sister  m 
biiB,  from  bun  bock  to  my  sister,  and  say  notbin{( ! 
X«  an  iota  could  I  prove,  tboiigb  his  perfidy  w^re 
Juk  as  midnight.  The  oonsdousness  of  tJiis  despi- 
ttble  triuinpb  upbeM  bb  resolution,  though  tlie 
pAjtr  cane  from  tlie  deathbed." 

"I^d  be  not,"  said  Sir  Hubert,  « do  all  lie  eould 
to  iliield  from  you  the  fact  of  bis  refusal  ?  Did 
yni  not  press  him  with  a  pertinacity,  un<lcr  which 
I  ttii  behold  every  nerve  writhing  ?  I  have  much 
tQ  <*y  to  YOU  on  the  subject,  but  not  novr ;  you  <lo 
"11  leave  nsyct.  The  Countess  is  better;  a  leltor 
■>  neceasury  to  prepare  lier  for  yoiir  arrivaL  A  few 
^  we  must  insist  on  kcepiiij;  you  amongst  u.^ 
I  Itet  much  bonoured  by  your  confidence.  So 
Knng  bad  b^cn  my  suopidon  previously,  us  to  tlie 
oibject  it  WM  destinvd  to  embrace,  and  so  perplexed 
•iU  I  feel  m)-*elf  altogether,  that  1  hesitated  not  to 
tome  my  surmises  to  my  brother.  It  is  probable 
1.  4 


riL.csi  L^r-i  H.L>iingaaiii-  ~l  O 
y^^fmeai.  I  rvdeet  um  diai  Mr. 
hav*  iM  iswrest  ckikB  fdr  «r  ^ai 
1  da  c^k£)k  do  i>janr  ta  dhe  bute 
■T  war  aeoetly  to  iajare  any  wai 
what  I  befiere  u  be  Hiy  vmngi.'* 

Sir  HubMt  bowed  wai  paoMtL  " 
— ds  yOB  not  tbiok  tkctc  is  a  poanb 
ftavuM  to  Lord  Meldon " 

Lord  H»tlinglMm  smiled  MMBCtt-h 
Id  a  momrat,  howprer,  llie  unite  was 
m)~9eU^  1  care  linle  whether  Lord  M 
C^rred  to  or  doL  I  do  not  imagii 
much  cf  the  getfet  ^rings  of  the  at 
giren  to  understand  that  he  ought  i 
letter,  and  he  wrote  it.  He  was  pen 
to  do  anything  th^  could  benefit  Co 

**  It  would  be  a«nething  to  ascerl 
suaded  bim,"  said  Sir  Hubert. 

**  Aj  you  please,"  replied  Lord  Hsu 
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^?  Howl''  When?  Where?     Again   and  again 

I  itak  yoD." 

And  LonJ  Haslingham  repeated  the  inquiry  lie 
bd  liade.  It  was  answered  to  his  satisfaction, 
ud  they  parted. 


l5 


"  I  know  not  how  I  can  witblioM  t 
rL'plieil  Lord  llaslmgham.  "  I  in 
judgment.  1  reflect  too  that  Mr. 
have  no  intcniat  eitiicr  for  or  agai 
I  do  therefore  iiu  injur)-  to  the  Uttei 
my  way  accrctly  Va  injure  uny  tnai 
what  I  bclivvc  to  he  my  wruiigi." 

Sir  Hubert  bowed  an<l  paused.  *' 
— do  you  not  think  there  is  a  pooJtl 
Terence  to  Lord  Meldon " 

Lord  Ilaiilingliain  anilk'd  aomewb 
In  a  tnomcntf  however,  the  smile  was 
myself,  I  care  little  whether  Lord  A 
ferrcd  to  or  not.  1  do  not  imagi 
mudi  cf  the  secret  tprin^  of  thu  i 
^iveii  to  understand  tluit  he  ought 
letter,  and  he  wrote  it.  He  was  \w\ 
to  do  anytliing  that  could  benvlil  Ci 

"  It  would  be  Hontething  to  ascei 
Buaded  him,"  liaid  Sir  Hubert  J 
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her?   How?  When?  Where?     Again   and  again 
I  tbank  yoa." 

Aod  Lord  HasUngham  repeated  the  inquiry  he 
bad  made.  It  was  answered  to  his  satisfaction, 
sod  the  jr  parted. 


l5 


CHAPTER  Xril. 

<!Mtlf  liarh  I  pleaunt  ant  i 
•weetly  rcconaieods  iUelf 

neral  uue. 

Hit  01 

"  Take  her  by  th 
And  (ell  her,  the  ii  ihine. 

1  nke  her 
Ail's  Wr.n,  tbat  B 

All  l.o,.r  or  two  l.ad  elapsed,  and  U 
ham,  rapt  in  meditation,  was  strolling 
Bhrubberies  of  Moruingioi,,  wLe 
suddenly  encountered  by 

"  Congratulate  me,  my  Lord  ■  . 


Tkt!^.      >> 
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leMnff  one  other.  V»u  are  tired,  I  am  afraM — ymi 

L      M  tired:  ebie  I  vras  going " 

W,  "  Pardon  mc  ;  I  ain  not  in  the  least  fatigued,  li 
H  'ill  girc  mc  gteat  pleasure  to  ncoompany  you.  t)ut 
H  w  I  Iii<]iiir«  where  you  arc  going  tof  for  tliis  is 
H  lie  itu  I  have  heard  of  the  excunrion.  1  under- 
H  (Nod  Miss  MonuDgton  vas  itot  going  out  to- 

"Did  abe  tell  you  so?"  said  Mrs.  Pereind, 
■iliag. 

"No — I  believe  not — I  forget;"  iaid  Lo«l  Hj»- 
faghtm,  haiitily. 

"You  faiieicd,  then,  that  >bc  was  going  to  for- 
**nr  air  an<l  exercise  this  deliciouit  tnortilng  f  All ! 
to,  dut  is  not  the  case.  The  Caatle — our  tour  m 
to  be  (trictly  romantic — t  cannot,  at  this  instant, 

»'ntUret  tlie  name,  is  well  worthy  our  atlentlun. 
^  Hubert  biM  promised  to  recount  to  me  the  varl- 
<"h  legends  conneeted  with  it,  as  we  go  tliither.  1 
Ko  abamed  to  think  bow  little  I  know  of  lliese 
■i^gt.  What  numberless  opportunities  do  we 
•^lect  in  life  1  1  really  look  on  negligence  as  a  sin. 
I  ought  to  have  been  a  tolerable  autiqoary.  I  had 
w  uiKle,  an  excellent  man  he  wns,  altogether  tiiu- 
imghly  estimabk,  who  insisted  on  reading  to  me 
rtery  day  a  portion  of  the  Antiqiuutan  Keaearclie*. 
But  I  had  a  pasaion  for  Botany  nt  that  lime — I 
il  tafer  not  to  be  passionately  fond  of  any- 
t  6 


mc^  OS  to  her  toileltv ;  I  bope  yoi 
tasic?" 

Lord  Haslingham  felt  inclined 
truth  of  the  statement,  particulu 
remembered  tliu  delay  in  the  billi 
Mrs.  Pordval  liud  excited  his  alte 
listened  with  complnecncy. 

"  1  am  u»l>umc-<!,"  she  ri-sumed, 
our  feeble  mijids  are  enj^rossed  wit 
you  know  how  to  account  for  tbia  'i"* 

"  You  have  funiisbed  me  with  an  e 
1  decline  to  make  use  of  it,  becaiue  I 
&]se  one.  I  do  not  admit  the  inferio 
it  pleased  you  to  allude." 

"  An  implication,"  excijiimed  Mi 
not  an  arf^umciil !    Yo»  would  not  lu 
that  unlucky  reason,  if  it  bad  not  b 
i/rhidi  you  were  ftimilUr.     After  all, 
reeommcndfl  us  to  your  notice,  doea  j| 
tliaiik  Heaven  1  om  not  wise."        fl 

"  And  yat  y<m  would  retirg  to  C 
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udltave  had  a  little  difTtfrancic  of  opinion  rrfr»rH> 

inpiL" 
"  i  ikink  it  n  K  wry  beautiful  blue ;  bat  t  <lo 

Ml  undeniaiM)  iJmm  tJiinf^" 
"  Blue  !     And  you  actually  call  Jt  blue  T* 
*  Wbai  «lse  can  1  call  it  ?     It  appears  to  nc,  m 

»L«nl  Byron  says,  *  deep  beautifully  blu».' " 
I  ■*  All  I   but    Lord    Byron    did    not   speak  of  a 
rittoo,    when    \te   wid   tliat ;    no  de«p    blnea  are 
hntiful  in  ribbouti;  Min  Momington  would  tall 
}« that    Thi*,  in  &ct,  la  not  a  blue  at  all." 
B    "I  akatl    be   happy  lo  call   it  whatever  Mim 
Hibnutigton  may  choose,"  replied  Lord   Haaliii)^ 
W  HB^  iiot  altogether  di^leased   with  tlie  meaning 
All  lurked  is  these  alluaioBB  of  Mm.  Perdval. 

"Writ,  ilirn,  »hc  will  instruct  you  in  iw  name 
orf  perfeoUons,  whil«  wo  loiter  in  the  haunted  pre- 
<>BCti  of  the  coatle.     Only  remember  to  describe 
■Holier  carefully." 
"Dcacribe  a  colour,  witliout  knowing  how  to 
L  OMe  iti*     That  would  puxxle  a  pbiltwpbvr  I" 
H  "  And  you  are  not  itidttied,  pcrbajHS  to  act  tlta 
Vftdlosc^her  at  present?     You  think,  with  tlie  wise 
X^  tbat  tbere  is  a  tinw  for  all  things.     In  evcr^- 
Ip^  in  every  country,  I  ailmit  the  propriety  of  a 
dirision  of  time.     I  am  extremely  methodical;   1 
ptnjon  out  my  morning  witli  the  moat  rigid  exact- 
a«n.      Yet,  after   having  done  lbi*t,  much  must 
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mbtakes  are  moAe  in  eduottion.     W 
chiM,  tbo  greatest  pains  were  taken  wi 
wen;  tnily  wanted;  I  was  most  inilefi 
I  ufU'ii  tvll  Mr.  Percintl  that  Ctiarlei 
ri'mindM  tnc  of  my  own.     Yet  my  ^o 
my  mnt«ri  cIiom  to  say  I  improved 
bands :  there  wan  room  for  it  certainly, 
drcumstance  I  presume  they  g^undet 
lion.     Time  and  observation  taught  mc 
M  1  grew  older.     It  t«  strange  tiuit,  a 
I  iJiuuld  confess  my  obligutioiis  to  'Ilnii 
Lon)  Hasliitgbam  inroluntarily  Hmite 
**  You  think  it  strange  also  ?     Bat 
we  be  prejudiced  against  Time?     If 
act  as  we  ought  to  <lu,  cucli  iigo  brio| 
8ur«8.     I  rcjilly  do  not  detire  to  be  g 
with  early  youth ;  I  am  happier  now 
then  1  1  am  much  more  occupied  ;    1 1 
oeuttng  source  of  interest  in  my  cbildB 
■eaiit,  ''""•"  i»  itn*  nlfntiiniblfl^MMJl 
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"  A  tiling  Dnl  ttlwtiys  easily  ione,"  nid  Lord 
filMlingluun,  "  wiUi  u»ne  of  the  tOMt  approvn) 
klpeciaieaB  of  parluuDCfitary  elo(|ueiw«." 

**  Mr.  P«fcinil'«  speccbea  are  sakl  to  be  remark- 
Jy  cleur.  1  do  not  hold  tnyeelf  com|«terit  to  decide 

:  point ;  it  u  one  i-ntircly  out  of  my  province." 

"  In  it  nut  glowing  lute  ?**  wiid  Lord  Uaslin;^- 
>  **  I  Am  nfnti<i  1  iim  dviAiiiing  yoit." 

'^^O,  not  ia  tbe  lewU  Von  will  find  it  nibrr 
kot,  riding ;  but  pleasure  must  be  paid  fur.  i  an 
latd  yott  lave  some  extremely  fine  lionei.  May  1 
Hk,  did  you  purcliaae  them  diroad  f  I  sliould  like 
■uch  to  be  introduced  to  them  oomc  day ;  I  nm 
(Mid  of  iiorws.  i  ncvor  ride,  however ;  Mr.  Pht- 
«yii  conttidvre  riding  iliin^crou* ;  nhd  1  should  be 
Mny  lo  give  bim  a  moment's  uneanoeM.  I  tup* 
pnc  yuu  find  yourself  a  stranger  in  tlie  county ; 
kit  long  absences  are  romantic  ibingv.  To  talk 
(')  person  in  whom  I  am  i-omidembly  interested, 
—hid  you  any  recollection  of  Mr.  Dc  Grey  ?" 

'^  My  remcmbrancv  of  him  was  slight:  nt  the 
fM  I  Was  last  in  England,  be  was  only  jiiNt 
(■udpaled  from  collide." 

"  You  are  aware,"  continued  Mrs.  I*crci«il, 
"that  bis  fattier  ua.i  a  couiiii  of  my  mother— her 
faroarite  cousin.  1  saw  bim  once,  when  I  was  quite 
» tliild ;  he  was  a  very  handsome  man,  extremely 
lite  m?  mother.    To  speak  candidly,  Mr.  Dc  Orey 


"       '         V ' — ' — ■" — ' r- 

Mme  IndescribAblc  amile — tlte  same 
figure.  We  Iiave  a  picture  of  poor  L 
at  Wsrresdale.  Lady  MorniDgton  1 
nataral  anxiety  about  her  son ;  she  lu 
ten  to  toe  about  him.  Mr.  Perdval  v 
he  can ;  but  he  mi»t  depend  on  the 
others.  Then  again,  1  am  not  wiihoi 
a  fortunate  marriage  ....  I  luivc 
Mornuigton  wc  miut  marr)'  him." 

"  Indeed  !     Vou  have  urningpd   iJJ 
vritboul  contultiiig  Mr.  l>e  Grey?" 

"  1  an  sorry  to  ray  we  liavc  armng 
Lady  Morainj^n  in  a  reterved  person : 
1  believe,  wliether  I  am  io  earnest 
me  better,  she  would  be  aware  that 
witli  tliu  serious  things  of  life." 

"  Of  which,  nLorriage  being 
Haslingham,  witli  a  smile. 

"  That  Kmile,"  mid  Mrs.    Percival. 
treason  ■»■—:■->  ^..ii..^.  .,».:i.^    ^i„.j_lj 
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"  Yet  from  tliia  dioice  you  evidently  ititvnd  to 

ude  liim  ?" 
**Kot  exactly.    Ah  !  my  I^rd,  you  hare  no  irfm 
\um  thew  afliura  arc  raanagrxl.     It  is  ao  eaiy  to 
pwmtadv  people,  if  w«  bavv  but  tho  upportiinity. 
Wo  ccHiU)  put  liim  ill  the  way,  wiiliunt  his  knowing 
■ay  tiling  nbout  it.     >fuy  lie  not  be  dmtinud  to 
Cfltanftlir  the  heart  of  an  helrcae?    There  ia  wmo- 
I     iliiog  very  atriking  about  him ;  and  why  siiould  not 
L   hcimiHa  pleoae  Uiemaelvefl  sometimes  ?** 
^M   "  Hebeaaea  are  not  always  rery  easily  pleaHetl. 
^F)lr.  De  Grey,  like  otlier  men,  might  be  compctkil 
KtofiodoDt  that." 

^P  "1  MC  you  do  not  «Jiriiik  from  candour — I  ad- 
H  abe  CKxlour — but  for  marriatres  of  tbin  Aorl,  tlicy 
J  M  hafipeD,  you  are  aware.  Political  eminence  doe<i 
■adi ;  he  w]ll  become  celebrated :  he  is  one  of 
■bate  men  whose  fitM  step  is  a  apriog.  Mr.  P«r- 
<)»1  and  I  hare  talked  over  the  subject  together, 
lun  Id  aome  degree  diatreued  to  find  myaelf  n 
|Vty  implicated :  I  di^Hke  the  very  idea  of  mu- 
mgemenL  Still  he  is  my  relation.  My  own  pccu- 
Kw  view*  of  things  mtat  give  way  for  a  lime ;  and 

*&en  I  do  make  up  my  mind  to  act all  my 

fcelings  are  interested  in  his  wlvanccment.  I  look 
fcrefbre  on  it  as  a  point  settled.  True,  I  can  do 
Wt  Httie  myself;  othen,  however,  will  be  kind 
enough  to  oblige  mo.    There  are  so  many  obliging 
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persons  in  the  worl<l,  and  «o  many  to  wlidiB  w> 
to  be  obliged  !  I  am  convinced  if  it  were  in  yon 
Lonlnbiii's  power — you  sec  I  do  not  lieMitatc — I 
um  contciouH  I  need  not  do  so^to  promote 
interests  of  Mr.  He  Grey  ....  Mita  Morninj 
ton's  anxiety  on  bis  account  is  even  greater  tlan^ 
mitie.  llad  I  considered  Ma,  I  might  have  spared 
some  of  my  oratory ;  bat  wbeti  we  have  the  welfare 
of  a  friend  or  relative  at  heiirt,  it  n  difficult  tOH 
pauso  wlierc  wc  ought.  1  must  poHitively  go  in— ^B 
wc  «hall  meet  a<ruin  shortly;"  and  Mrs.  Hercival 
waved  her  Itaud,  an<l  retreated  in  the  direction  of 
the  house. 

Lord  Hiii«liiighsin  was  now  at  liberty  to  tblv 
again  of  Homiin.     It  wati  evident  that  all  the  n 
mngcmcntK  of  Sir  Hubert  had  been  disconcert 
by  Mr^  I'ercival.     Slie  hod  not  allowed  him  tiini 
to  feel  vexed  at  this — perhaps  he  scarcely  knei 
whether  he  ought  to  be  vexed  or  not.     It  was  cer 
tun  that  she  understood,  with  tolerable  aecuracy, ' 
the  delicate  relation  in  which  he  Htoo<l  to  Horatia; 
and  equally  certain,  that,  with  the  inherent  love  of 
that  very  manaf^mcnt  she  had  deprecated,  she  had 
decided  01)  doitig  all  in  her  power  to  foru-ard  the 
views  he  entertained.     It  wusa  pity  she  had  not 
known  a  little  morC)  and  then  sbo  would  not  bava 
done   Bfi  much.      Such   excnrxions  were   picnsnnt 
things  enough — trifles  tliiit  umuse  tlie  in&ncy  of. 
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iMve ;  but  the  r^ry  scene  tbat  would  Iiavc  acconleH 
Hrll  witli  til e  display  of  tlitw  fXfH-rimeiital  teiider- 
OMH*  nltich  lake  tlidr  opportunity  iii»t«ifl  of  wuil- 
inf  for  it,  tttmtd  by  no  nieaiis  calculnlril  to  ufTord 
agreeable  tiltelter  fur  the  declarations  in  wliicli  tliosu 
lender  experiments  may  be  presumed  in  inoiit  tin 
Hmta  to  end.  Lord  Hiuliii»lumi,  tliercforo,  Ualf 
dHppaDt«d,  bnlf  aaUsficdi  in  some  meMUK  plcoMd, 
anil  ID  BO  inooittidenible  d^^e  displeaied,  with 
Mn.  Perctva!,  followed,  al  a  distance,  lier  ste]w  to 
tkebouae. 

Arrived  lliere,  he  learned  tliat  Dudley,  Lovel, 
and  die  Itector,  Iiad  just  started  for  Clielteiiliam. 
"Tbnlt  Heaven!  for  that  at  lesst,"  said  Lord 
Httlingliain — "thank  Heaven,  ton,  above  all,  that 
Mn.  Percivat's  relation,  in  whom  she  is  so  much 
inttmted,  is  out  of  her  way  and  mine  —  tn 
Inionr 

Bmvih  liad  not  failed  to  notice  the  tracM  of 
|M  emotion  in  Lord  Hoslingbam's  6ne  fcatun-*, 
*lmi  firH  they  had  met  tluit  morning,  after  his  in- 
ttnipw  with  her  &ther.  But  they  hud  met  only 
n  lie  presence  of  others  ;  and  us  the  eyes  of 
Miv  I'ercival  had  fullcn  on  her  the  moment  she 
■ulc  tlie  discovery,  it  hud  given  to  her  double  pain, 
1^  Haslingham  hiul  seen  all  thb :  it  was  tlie  only 
■laeia  which  he  had  witnessed  any  tiling  like  real 
■{iliiMn  in  Horutia ;  and  he  bad  argued  from  it 
*rcry  (hiDg  propitious  to  his  love. 
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At  length  Mrs.  IV-rciral  and  Ilorutta  entPred  the 
carriMgi',  tlio  ^^vtitlomcn  iDOuntvd  tlioir  horses  *oA 
(hi;  «i^inl  for  departure  wm  given  and  obeyed. 

Mrs.  Percival,  engaged  in  playing  ibe  ngreeabl 
U)  all  parties,  had  but  fvw  opporluniticB  of  pri 
co«vcr«ilioi)  witli  Honuia.  Horatia  felt  rejoiced, 
that  the  nttcntioii  of  Mr».  Perd^'al  to  others  left 
her  (rea  to  indulj^c  in  medtiiitton.  Ah  Horada  wm 
not  mucli  givt-n  to  any  sptcii'S  of  contemplstJoOi 
tills  change  in  her  manner  did  not  ejtcape  the  notice 
of  those  well  enabled  to  understand  its  mi'nntrig 
from  its  rarity. 

Sir  Hubert,  as  be  glanced  at  her,  felt  congcioos 
thit  the  intuition  of  her  sex  had  whispered  tu  bcr, 
what  were  llie  present  feelings,  the  present  hope* 
uf  Lord  Haslingham  ?  A  portion  of  this  knowledge 
he  imagined  it  possible  she  might  have  derived  from 
the  symptoms  occasionally  betrayed,  of  a  ailem 
commantcation  between  Lord  Hualingbam  nni 
him.  'riivfv  conlinuwl  vUible,  in  tlie  lur  of  the 
former,  a  hurried  rvMlesstiv^s,  whidi  doubtless 
spolte  also  in  its  own  language  to  tloralia.  Lord 
Ilaslingliam,  perhaps  o^w  y«t  tnore  than  Sir 
Hubert.  Mrs,  Perciral  »w  every  thing ;  and 
Mr.  Percival,  who  bnd  received  lib  cue,  affected 
see  nothing. 

The  road  was  beautiful.     In  the  uscent  of  i 
hilU  ihcy  had  no  cJioice  bi:t  to  linger;  amidM  the 
attractions  of  tlie  vallcj-8,  the  dehiy  was  as  natural 
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■till — tliey  taMml  li>«  cbsTros  or  idleiMn— idlei 

!  very  plajrgroutM)  of  Lore  I — the  liin<l  throaf^h 
wliicli  Ill's  pilgrimage  is  taken— die  damiiin,  where 
only  ftliadaw  is  that  whicb  be  inalcei  binMcIf, 
nil  wliere  tbe  only  WuDctary  lie  traces  is  tlie 
mirsge,  on  whose  bordera  be  fitncies  be  shnll  pause 
■ih9  ilritik. 

Tlie  6un  shotK  bright  over  tlie  head*  of  the  toiii^ 
His— ihe  elasticity  of  the  nir  asked  for  entrance 
inu  the  brnrL  Even  Mr.  Percival  seemed  acted 
on  by  tlic  bilirity  around  hitn.  He  attached  hiin- 
•elf  roo*t  jK>rHveringly  to  Sir  Huftert,  uiid,  nocus- 
Uned  to  bo  gutilcd,  appeared  willing  under  lii* 
MfwHniendcnoe  to  make  the  circuit  of  the  county. 
Ha  uarlcd  iiic|uirie!i,  Matistical  and  geological,  aiid 
IiIun)  of  the  antiquity  of  Cirencester,  and  tbe 
alabrity  of  Cheltenham. 

It  woM  but  natund,  in  tJte  course  of  a  convcraa- 
twii  uicb  as  this,  that  !>ir  Hubert  ftbould  nuke 
>lkMioD  to  Clerc  Hill,  and  tbe  rcmaitw  of  tbe  Ko- 
aan  cimp  diwovcmhle  on  Its  summiL  Clcve  Hill 
lappenod  iiot  to  be  very  far  beyond  tlie  sjwi  whiob 
be  had  fixed  on  for  their  re«)tin|T-|)lace;  and  Mr. 
Ctrtival,  who,  in  consequence  of  tbe  private  infor- 
■Utan  be  bad  received,  imagined  that  Im  comjiany 
••■Id  he  dispensed  with  elsewhere,  proposed  to  Sir 
Huben  that  they  should  put  spurs  to  liicir  horses, 
pUnp  in  advance,  obtain  u  view  of  tbo  camp, 
Ud  fiiwtly,  deliver  in  their  leport  to  the  ladies 
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and  Lord   Hiutliiigkam,   amidst  tlie   ruins  of  Ui« 
ClLSllp.  ^1 

Sir  Hiilicrt  saw  no  oHjettion  lo  Uic  plan;  Mrs. 
Percival  vns  jtlcwivA  to  declare  it  w»  a  dcli^hlfnl 
one ;  ImtA  HaslingliBm,  to  wliom  tlie  tlioii^lit  oc- 
curred that  be  should  be  all  but  alone  with  tloralia, 
only  rcj^tlrd  that  tliere  van  Micli  n  thing  in  tlie 
world  as  etiquette,  and  such  a  hi-ing  in  it  a*  Mrs.^ 
Perdval.  Had  he  been  aware  that  Mrs.  I'erctviuH 
was  considering  alrea<ly  how  desirably  the  antique 
edifice  miffht  be  made  to  accoinmodale  tbeni  all, 
he  would  have  acknowledged  thai  there  was 
enouirh  in  the  world  for  them  both. 

When  Mrs.  Percivnl  had  first  proponed  tlie  part 
sbe  had  contemplated  nolliing  farther  tlian  a  pic 
sunt  drive  for  herself,  and  an  int<Te«ting  exctir 
for  tlioi^c  whom  sbe  <leenied  only  half  way  adirance«l 
in  a  road  where  oceasiotial  assistance  is  received 
with    gratitude.     The   slight   obstacles   originallyj 
started  in  reply  to  her  proposition  by  8ir  Iluber 
the  remark  made  by  Lonl  Hu»lingltam,  that  he  bn 
believed  Miss  Mnmiri^ton  was  go'ng  >u  remain 
home,  bis   hesitation  when  que«ti«ued,  his  manner 
to  Horatia,  and  hers  in  rofcrvnee  to  him,  nil  con- 
btneil  to  inform  Mrs.  I'ercit-al,  that  she  had  mott 
Dnluokily  interfered  to  prevent  the  denouement  of 
III  aSbir,  whose  early  progress  sbe  conoeivet)  she 
was  lacilitating  most  triutnpliantly.     Sbe  luiiled, 
therefore,  as  opportune  in  ttie  extreme,  the  anxiety 
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nl  Mr.  Porcival  to  extend  bh  rii)«,  Sbr  aMur«l 
Sir  Uubert  she  was  loo  protid — &fae  did  not  j)r«iei>H 
(o  luuwer  for  Miae  Momington — to  be  left  iu  lli« 
guardiansfaip  of  m  iccompltshed  a  penoo,  and  m 
■dnimblK  n  tiorsciuH,  kn  l^rd  H(uliii|{liBni.  Site 
«u  Tvry  sun:  liii  l^rdnhip  would  furtive  Any  Httlv 
trouUc  Uiey  nttghl  ocouton  bim.  Site  was  wruiii 
tint  neith«r  of  ihcot  wfrc  in  the  lenM  fiulidioiiA 
—were  tlicy  inclined  to  Im<  «<n,  tite  country  uoulil 
htfmonixc  tliom  into  tlie  ino»l  delif^litfui  qiiic^- 
tenoc.  Such  a  country  t  m  beautiful  I  iio  |>iclu- 
tm^at !  tlifi  wisbed  slie  could  write  ]ia<itor&l« — 
puiomb)  werefto  itinooi'ni,  find  yet  »o  tender.  IIow 
litiiLJdus  it  mu«t  b«vc  been  to  liave  lived  in  the 
KoUen  age !" 

"How  delicious!"  tfaongbt  Lord  Hwklingham, 
"itmmld  lave  been  to  Imve  liveil  in  an  age  o( 
ulcnco,  wlicn  one  nii);tit  liiive  looked  and  loved,  and 
^d  no  one  talking  round  one." 

"  All !  I.uTtl  Hanlingliao),  wbat  a  sigh :  I  re- 
mtmbcT,  iiefore  you  went  to  Vienna,  bow  much 
■null]  bave  been  given  for  only  lialf  bulL  a  sigb  mt 
^l !  yet  I  never  beard  them  tlien.  Do  they  take 
l«ig  to  learn?" 

"Not  always;  it  depends,   1  suppose,   like  the 
^Wa  of  scenery,  on  circumBtancv»." 
"  Certainly.      And     you    are     bound,     per- 
•nu  I.  M 
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kupit,  not  to  rtrenl  tbe  imUiro  of  die»e  arcun 

*'  I  urn  williii]^,  camt  willing,  to  b«  bo(iti<)>''  nid 
Lord  lIi)>>linKbam,  ajid  he  glanced  m  Hunilia. 

'<  My  dcitr  Mr.  i^ercival)  you  are  dctermiuec 
then  to  go ;  now,  if  1  were  independent,  like  you,  1 , 
wuuld  fulluw  ill  your  track ;  but  we  ate  not  allowed 
to  be  intli'p(>ndent ;  it  is  better,  perhaps,  that ' 
should  uot  be  so.  Ilotv  lun^  do  you  suppose  yoii^ 
wiU  be  ubseul  ?  Not  iJiat  we  intend  to  find  thv 
time  wcuriiKinie  in  tlie  leiut.  I  have  my  sketdi-(>ooli 
itud  my  pencils.  My  Hlteinpt^  Sir  Hubert,  yo^fl 
would  vlianKtvrtxe  ns  feeble  ones  indeed ;  but  I^^ 
dnw  merely  for  my  iimuscment;  exiiihttion  of  all^ 
kinds  I  detest.  Miss  Morniugton  has  her  uwii  do^f 
liglilfnl  spirite  for  her  companions.  Lord  Hwlinf^^ 
hiini  profesftco,  u»dt:r  [urtieular  cirviiDiktutioc*,  to, 
be  remarkubly  fond  of  TuinH." 

Sir  Hubert  and  Mr.  Percival  ma>le  their  parlii 
bows,  and  canleretl  otT.  In  a  few  minules  after- 
wards the  carriage  entered  the  deserted  courtryard 
of  the  entitle.  U  drew  up  near  a  dilapiduted  nrchwi^. 
Lord  Hitslii^hiim  dismounted,  and  made  tlic  offer 
of  his  services.  Mrs.  I'crctviil  ncccpted  tbe  ann  be 
tendered  her,  and  <lcecciul«.'d  ibe  carriage  step*  with 
a  grace  so  liiiishett,  that  tt  ratiwr  mocked  the  wli- 
lude  around  her.     Lonl  Haslingham  turned  •gui» 
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>  die  caniage.  and  received  (be  Irembling  hanil  of 

ItUL 

"Yon  do  not  find  it  too  coJd,  do  you  ?"  (>frs. 
Pfrcivni  Lad  lounged  on.)  "Tbeair  wliLttloH  Uirup^b 
ibb  arctiway,  and  we  are  in  the  shade ;  it  will  b« 
phwuter  brtfaer  on.  Have  you  any  ardent  to  ^ve 
ifeut  tfae  edifii^?  hod  it  not  betler  draw  off? 
ffc  shall  be  bere  u  IoOje;  cime.  Permit  toe  to  «|ieak 
lar  yon  to  ll>o  BcmnU." 

Uomtia  signified  her  awent,  imd  Lord  Mnalitt^ 
hm  pre  tlie  AMMMiy  dirvctinits,  "  We  muM  joiti 
Mti.  Pcrcival ;  yon  do  not  oak  mc  whetber  I  de«m 
iki  obligatioti  a  leverc  one'i" 

"  niiy  tliQuM  I  Bftk  you  ?  U  ennnot  be  avoJcM^ 
f«a  know.-' 

"Bat  if  it  could  bi-  avoidwi  'f 

"You  would  uncipe  from  it  I  suppose,  for  I 
im,  ygg,  [  do  tliink  you  like  to  hnve  your  ovm 
wj  iw  every  tiling. " 

"And  do  yoa  blame  me  for  tlili  f 

"Blome  vou  I  O  no — but  we  ara  not  i^ing  on; 

Ibvea  great  aruxiety  to  see  Mrs.  PerdvaTs  draw- 

»!•■" 

"What!  after  Um)  disclaimer?" 

"  0  yea,  1  am  mire  iliey  are  good :  tbat  is  her 
ilitttMe— I  alwuld  not  have  u«ed  the  word  again, 
W I  been  speaking  co  Mr.  Dudley  :  he  does  not 
Skf  Mrs.   Pereival.     How  wia  it  Mr.  Dudley  did 
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iiot  GOtne  Willi  in  y  I  w»1i  be  were  here,  lie  w< 
tell  mo  HO  mucb  nl>uut  tliis  ]il»<:<.>." 

Tbero  vru  a  «lifrlil  and  momeiiury  cuntmcltDn 
of  Lord  HMlingliam's  bmw — tbey  oune  up  witb 
Mrs.  Perctval. 

"  Ab  !  you  ItavejiHt  joined  me  in  time  I    Cooti 
Btand  in  tli»  place,  licro — ciuctJy  here. — look 
tbat   tnagni6cent  fra^cnt  of  «  roof.     O  that 
were  bul  iiii;bi,  tluil  we  inif{ht  ^xe  on  (lie  consi 
lations   tlirotigli  iLt  ercirlveu !      My    Lord,  do 
understand  wtlronomy  ?  It  is  a  noble  science.  M 
Moniin^toii,  I  entreat  you,  examine  tbal  frir; 
K  not    the  sculpttiro  exquiUte? — ih  it  twl, 
Hu»liii){bam?" 

**  (Ixciuisite,  indeed,"  be  replied ;  "  tlie  RnwM 
art  lies  in  sculpture,  if  ber  beauty  lies  in  painting. 

'■  Wbat  tales  roi);h(  ibis  castle  tell  us  V  said  M 
Percival ;  "  wbat  tales  bas  it  beard  told !"  and  si 
smiled  at  Lord  Ilaslingliam. 

"  I'liowe  butt,   1  presume,  even  ber  echoes  wil 
bold  t>«cret,"  said  Lord  liaslin^hiim,  smiling  also. 

"And  will  yon  trust  to  anything  na  hollow 
UH  echo  ?" 

"  You  (bink,  perluips,  that  tlie  fnblo  nbieh  pi< 
tured  ber  a  nymph,  win  it  salire  ujmmi  women." 

<*  My  dear  MIm   Morniiigton,  I   beseech  yoot 
count  tlie  sins  of   ibis  our  discourteous  cavalier. 
ie  ttaa  the  strangest  way  of  inferring  nueaanii  btt 
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'  making  ut  pronouow  (l  oiinelvM.  He  MA  jtut  lli« 
«m«  rhing  lliii  ntarning  Kt  Uie  HiJI,  when  for  n 
(r«  ninutes  1  coiitrirwl  ta  hold  him  priiotipr.  That 
ix  ■  most  unnrarran utile  mellitxl  of  iituck." 

"  Do  I  look  us  if  my  UioughtH  were  ooatentiMn 
mm'?' 

"  Arc  ihey  peapefiil  oneH  f  nid  Mrs.  Percival, 
BtDckly. 

"Qui  wo  tliink  of  imythiiif^  but  peace,  ui  sudi  a 

»<(utstercii  spot  as  this  ?"  aakl   Uoratia.      "  Tlie 

trees  make  no  itotso  when  they  are  waving. 

DM  you  over  we  a  uiore  beaniiful  blue-liell  than 

.llw?" 

"  Beautiful,  indent !  O  F  by  tlie  bye,  tliat  re- 
Vani*  me  of  my  ribbon.  What  colour  do  you  call 
Ac  nhlmu  I  wore  tlii4  morning?  Answer,  and 
,  PMirict  the  hi-rettc." 

"  Ptthtpt  I  may  uot  like  to  answer,  if  it  is  (o 
'tomicthim.     It  was  a  sort  of  violet,  I  tliink.     I 
fnk  doubtfully  you  sec;  I  urn  busy  with  my  bins 
btlL" 

'  Will  you  not  sacrifice  it  to  m«,  tliat  I  may  be 
^k«^l  In  know  colours?"  mid  I.onl  Hntlingrham. 
Horaiia  handed  it  to  him  in  tilirncc,  and   Lord 
nMliDgliam  placc<l  it  !n  hia  bosom. 

■  Aod  now  let  us  go  on,"  mid  Mrs.   Percivul. 
"How  will  ytm  contrive  to  lielii  us  over  these 
moment,  one  moment  only; 
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do  gather  mc  a  piece  of  tkat  moos ;  it  ia  beatlufi 
unique.  1  muat  rrCcr  to  my  book  on  mowe^ ;  bi 
I  am  u  very  iiiriifTcrviit  boUniaL  Lay  It  gently  i 
tUe  basket  if  you  plriiMt  my  Lord.  Do  you  know 
tbut  bwkct  wu  inniiufocltut^d  nt  lionw.  1  msk*; 
it  II  point  to  ititrofluce  iixlustry  into  tlit.-  nunery. 
1  npprore  h^Iily  of  Mis»  EdfrevroribV  plan  for  the 
education  of  ctiildren." 

"  Hut  the  basket  is  broken,"  «aid  Homtia  ; 
"you  will  certninly  lose  tbe  mo»«;  let  us  put  a 
iew  leaves  at  tlio  bottom." 

"  Ah !  poor  GeoTgiaua  !  it  was  one  of  her  first 
pcrfonnaiicea.  1  comidered  it  a  duty  to  eiicoun^ 
lior  endvavourft,  and  it  made  ht-r  happy  to  sec  me 
tiae  tlie  bucket.  We  ou^ht  to  be  ciireful  not  to 
wotiiwl  the  feetirtffi  of  a  cliiM.  1  \*U\i  t  liad  tliem 
all  about  me  here  ;  how  they  wouUI  delight  in 
|rickii)g  up  theoe  acorns!  1  am  not  astonbhail 
that  acorns  should  be  metamorphosed  into  tlie 
fairin'  drinking-cups.  O  that  it  ^^erc  but  pos&ible 
to  mingle  now  vriili  fairies  and  tltelr  enchant- 
meuto !" 

"I  prefer  enelwnUnents,"  said  Lord  HnsHng! 
"  tliat  arc  independent  of  the  falrieK,  and  tliat  Rial 
iw  [>erfi-etiy  ralisfieil  witli  our  mortality  !" 

"  ijliali  wc  8it  dowu  ?"  resumed  Mrs.  I'erciial. 
"  There  are  the  servants  with  tbe  fruiu  I  appeal  to 
you,  my  Lord,  whvllter  tliis  is  not  a  fitting  resting^ 
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'  pliM?     U  there  n&t  l)ie  proper  pn^oHf«ti  of  blue- 
Mb  in  iu  ncinitjri"' 

"  1  care  only  for  tliis  one,"  aaid  Lord  I^kiIJiik- 
hun,  in  a  low  tone,  to  Homtia. 

Mrs.  Percivnl'^  «UK;{>>«lion  was  adopted,  and 
f^Wy  did  tlio  mofliMiU  glidr  ikway.  11ie  slight 
rfpost  ended,  Mm.  I'erdvnl  btgnn  to  remember 
■any  tliln^  «iid  iimmi^«t  otlarra  her  dmwjng. 
Sie  bcg^l  Lord  Hjwlingham  to  luind  to  tier  her 
hook,  eik)  site  took  riovrly,  oiie  by  ofle,  lier  pencil* 
btm  llie  etnbroiiterMt  Iwg,  Hal  Iny  on  tlii<  gnuiinJ 
ketide  tier. 

"How  dhtrcSMri];!  they  rII  want  ctiltliif^l  I 
•oifcely  ever  draw.  What  can  I  do?  I  have  nn 
bile  w{th  me.  Coidd  you  by  any  posnibitity 
•Mige  me,  I-iwd  Hiidiuphiim?" 

Limi  HitUinjjIumi  prtKluccd  »  pen-knife  imme- 
<hle(y. 

"  And  «ri)!  you  have  the  further  kindnesa  to  cot 
mj  pencilH  ?  Mr.  I'eTciral  is  so  good,  he  alwnya 
ioM  that  for  roe.  I  cut  a  pencil  wretchedly.  I 
bajb,  and  tell  him  he  has  a  most  ignorant  creattin' 
'w  a  wife.  VMiat  !  looking  at  my  book  t  No, 
■Bdted,  you  must  not!"  and  Mr*.  IV-rciva]  uprung 
fnn  the  grais,  ani(  att'^mpted  to  rescue  the  priu) 
"Wn  Lord  Hn*linglinin. 

Lord  Hwlinghum  Iiail  opened  it  at  a  page  which 
I^nwd  him  piirticuhirly.    The  subject  was 
.M  4 
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urople  and  graceful,  and  in  tlie  execution  there  \mi 
alen  simpltcity  anil  gnce, 

"  O,  of  iill  pugi.'*)  I  cnniiot  suffer  you  to  look 
that  onv  .'     1  drew  it  wbvii  I  ma  ill,  in  bed  ;  Ui«1 
room    dark,    and    my    liaiul    sJiakinfr.      I     liava ' 
threatened  a  Iiundred   limes   (o  tear  it  from  tlie 
liook." 

"  It  is  fortunate  you  did  not  carry  (he  tlireat 
into  effirct  I,  for  one,  Mliould  have  been  deprived 
of  the  plciuure  of  looking  nt  it." 

"  Lord  Hajilin^liam  ha«  acquired  llie  linbit  of 
flattering,"  said  Mrs.  I'erfival  to  Horatia.  "  Hmy 
restore  tn«  my  book  ;  I  um  anxious  to  commence 
the  ftkttteh.  From  what  point  uf  ricw  would  you 
recommend  my  taking  it  ■* — if  left  to  myftclf,  1 
should  be  sure  to  cboose  ibe  wont.  Do  usaJat  me, 
my  Lord.  I  wish  to  give  my  children  a  proper  idea 
of  the  place.  They  ought  to  hare  proper  idcM 
of  every  thing.  Do  you  think  1  need  move  at 
all  f 

"  1  tliink  iiot ;  every  thing  here  is  exactly  as  1 
should  c1m)0«c  it  to  be." 

"  lndee<l  f"  said  Mts.  Pereivml,  wliis|>eringly ; 
*'  I  bad  tboitglit  otherwise.— And  you  really  sup- 
pose I  can  draw,  while  you  are  on  one  side  of  me, 
and  Miu)  Morninglon  on  theotlier?  I  close  my 
book — I  am  lipell-bound.  Here  1  sit,  patient 
obstinate." 
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Unw,  pmy  draw,"  nud  Homtia ;  "  I  winli  to 
Kcyon  bc^n." 
"  My  (loar  Min  Mornlngton,  I  assure  you  tliat 
fint  lin«  would  be  a  biiluro.      Excuse  me,  It  is 
jbic.      I'liin   t»   iiot  afTcccacion — 1   bare   a 
hvTM  of  affMUtioii.     Doficieni  in  right  jud^ent 
I  nay  loo  often  \tt — w«  do  not  model  oor  own 
MDib — but  pretenM,  prcGumption.  I  hope  I  may 
myseir  ft«e  from  then." 
Yet  I  thought  you  intended  taking  a  akeldi  of 
tlei"'  said  llonttia,  smiling. 
"Of  the  castle,  but  not  of  its  inmates,"  replied 
n>  Percival.     "  Do  you  not  itiink,  setting  my 
on  feeling  of  reluctance  aside,  that  my  Ktteiiltoti 
•will  be  loo  agreeably  distracted  f 

"  Yon  object  to  our  near  neighbourhood,"  aid 
Utd  Hn&lingham.  "  Have  you,  however,  no  idea 
tiai  tlie  perspective  might  be  enlivened  by  the 
■DoductUm  of  B  delicate  female  figure'  In  that 
nhfn-iiutiincc':'  You  like  to  draw  from  nature, 
I  doubt  not  ?  Might  not  Mi«s  Morniiigton  bo 
pAasded  to  itUuid  for  her  picture,  ttnce  yun  will 
«t  (How  her  U>  >U  for  it  T' 

Mra.  Percivttl  looked  inquixilivcly  at  Horatia; 
l^guc  of  llie  latter  rcstcit  on  the  ground;  yet  a 
""tioiUBcM  that  she  was  observed  promptcl  her 
ad»  sctLrcely  knowing  what  tiiv  did,  she 
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walked    B    few   steps    forward,   and  cari'8»ed 
iavourite  dog  of  Mrs.  I'erdval. 

Lord  Hgelingliam  followed  lier  wilb  l!gbt  ■» 
oiutioiis  ■itepi  "  You  admire  tliis  littlv  creatarcj 
Poor  fellow  !  lie  seemH  enjoying  Lis  rvst ;  he '. 
been  milking  tlie  tour  of  these  old  walla  roost  ind 
fMigably.     1  do  not  tliink  we  hive  seen  h«lf  their 
myAterica  yet     Mrs.  IVrcival  talked  to  mueli.  1 
did  not  know  the  way   I  wa»  going ;    1    bav«  a 
rcm*mbntnc«  of  an  iropurrcct  view  of  a  |>ortcuUiiM 
Are  you  tired  ?     Do  you  not  think  we  might  find 
the  path  toit  ngain?" 

Iluratia  did  nut  unsucr,  but  she  suffered  him 
lead  her  o».     An  oppretuoii  liko  tlie  cloud  of  sur 
mer  vras  on  her  heurt;    there  wa«  in  it  at  oiu 
luxury  and  warning.     Stic  knew  not  what  iho  fell 
or  whetltcr  slie  wished  to  fef'l  at  she  did.     Loi 
HssliiiglwRi   perceived   tliat   the   time  was   cone 
preeiaely  iK-caiiw:  he  was  aware  tliiit  site,  in  b< 
apprehensive  nest,  sought  to  tlirow  it  at  a  disttnc 
If  he  bad  marked  tlie  ruiiu  imperfectly  before, 
Mitirely   forgot    UiAt  ho   was    amidst    them    novd 
Horatiu  caught  of  him  tlie  forgetfulness.     Was : 
pottible  for  them  to  tlnnk  just  tlieu  of  aayt 
hut  themselves  ? 

Vet  was  there  an  essential  differcnoe  in  their 
fefiling».     He  talked,  because  he  loved;  she  loved 
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btcmn  sIm  listened.     Tbc  voiev  struck  swertly 

•  kfrbMit,  and  It  *buioc(l  in  iu  own  liKlitncM. 
It  did  not  ooCtir  W  Iter  Uiat  Ike  vibmtiuii  mliflit 
OMM ;  and  how  dien  cotild  it  move  witltout  n 
aiKM  of  iu  own  ? 

This  elwUcityt  deligbtfut  as  it  was,  even  now 
gavt  way  to  pain.  Lord  Elasliiigham  Imd  told 
Wi  of  bis  motber's  Uln^ss,  and  of  his  contemplated 
itfartatv.  Seated  under  tii«  abode  of  a  buttress, 
ber  band  pTC«»e«l  in  that  of  Lord  Has1iii|;hBin, 
ibe reflected  Mtncwbat  (uu)ly  on  alt  this;  looking, 
Mihedid  so,  like  one  wlimn  Fonune  frowned  un, 
bMeuie  ahfl  was  protected  by  Love,  or  like  one 
vbdni  Love  offered  to  guide  because  Korlune  enve- 
itftA  ber  in  tier  uliadow. 

"Are   these  tears;"'    snid    Lord    Hasliri^fhAm, 

*  for    a    inoDient   sl»e  gUnced   ut   bin    Sii    lier 

"  Yoa  ull  tne  you  are  going.  Everything  il  so 
•tnngt,  so  Boddeii,  so  affecting  t  1  wisb  you  bnd 
M  toM  me  jtist  now  about  tbat  illness ;  it  ha« 
■sie  me  very  melanclioly.  Wm  not  papa  much 
CNTMsed?" 

"  I  can  talk  of  no  distresses  but  yoiira.  I  most 
<iiit  away  Uiose  tears.  I  biive  many  things  to 
Ml  you,  and  our  time  is  so  pri^i'iouii )" 

"  As  precious  us  Mrs.  Pcrdval"*?"  said  Horatia, 
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Tlic  colour  of  aiiimateil  h<^  rec«d«d  on  Ui« 
instant  froin  Lord  liaslingham's  cheek.  "  Mn. 
Percival ! — Such  an  allusion,  at  Buch  a  moment  f" 
said  he,  mentally.  "  How  unaceountahly  Ntraiigcl" 

Homtia  felt  the  awkwaritni.-w  of  the  ftilcnce,  and 
she  ioid  hurriedly,  *'  That  wns  certainly  very. 
beautiful." 

»  Whati"' 

"  The  drawing  tJiat  you  admired  so  muck. 

**  I  had  forgotten   it,"    said  Lord  Haslingl 
gravely. 

"  O  Uien  you  could  not  have  been  much  struck 
with  it  after  all;  and  yet  1  thought  you  were  sin- 
cere, and  m  I  am  Nurc  did  Mrs.  Percival." 

*'  Mrs.  Percivul'n  o[>inion  can  be  of  no  import' 
ance  to  me,"  raid  Lord  Huslingham,  witli  grvater 
gravity  tlian  before. 

I  lonitia  was  thL'  most  unauspidowi  of  beings ;  too 
gay  to  be  easily  alarmed,  yet  at  the  same  timu  so 
affectionate,  tliat  she  looked  for  nothing  buticndc: 
ne««  frvm  utlicnt.  She  felt  hurt  by  tlie  manner  ol 
Lord  Hatlinghum,  aUliou^h  scarcely  conscious  oi 
its  cause;  there  wii*  besides,  in  the  delicacy  ol^ 
lier  novel  situation,  an  tnsjiiration  pcculiitr  to  iisell 
^nn  inspiration  which)  while  it  taught  her  thai 
something  was  disturbing  tlie  sparkling  current  of 
his  pBSsioiii  instnicted  her  also  bow  to  pou 
«i  its  commotion. 
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"  An<l  ui  ny  optnion  of  you  nothing  ?"  <ibe 
■unnurml.  timidly.  *>  You  said  otherwise  a  tittle 
vhik  ago." 

The  tAcit  oppenl  in  tiiK  put  f«'<'lin^,  tlio  cn(lc^c<^ 
tjlivrvolw,  deliglited  aiK)  sAotbed  Lord  Hiuliti^- 
hun;  Olid  if  the  colour  tliat  once  again  mounted  to 
his  dicek,  owed  ■  portion  of  ita  origin  to  the  in> 
lennoiMiteH  of  manly  altame,  unquestionably  be 
hM  DOCbio)^  In  tluit  opinion  of  wltose  value  he  felt 
hiaulf  reminded,  by  affording  a  proof  so  loucli- 
bg,  that  it  was  possible  to  teacb  bim  wisdom  by  a 
«Be. 

They  found,  on  their  return,  Mrs.  Perciral 
Inmly  engaged  witb  her  drawing.  She  appeared 
BM  (a  be  aware  of  their  approach.  Lord  Hasling- 
Iwt  DODJecturcd  that  part  iif  ibiH  a])parent  blind- 
■M  waa  owing  lo  her  natural  tact,  and  part  to  her 
nully.  They  Itood  in  silenee  behind  lier,  ex- 
niniag  tlia  drawing.  In  a  moment  or  two  Lord 
lUingltam  spoke. 

"  The  fiketdi  is  perfect  Misa  Morninglon,  I 
la  wre,  will  prtilinn  for  a  copy." 

"Yno  ben-,  my  I-ord  !"  exclaimed  Mrs.  Percl- 
n^i  "and  pmy  huw  long  may  you  hare  been  taking 
(■npdtionsoogntamce  of  my  labours?  Miss  Mor- 
iimna,  you  »hould  Irnve  given  mc  warning  of  my 
fcnger;  I  do  not  like  to  be  taken  by  surprise.     Is 
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tliat  a  «]r*ten>  Lord  HiisHnghaiD>  you  Hr«  faiid 
acting  OD  ?  " 

'*  I  hsrc  no  sj^tcm,"   witii    ImtA   I1ii»lin|;hi 
laughing^. 

"  Allow  vac  then  to  sdvtse  you  to  adopt  one  t 
•very  thin^  ought  to  be  dono  by  sptem ;  without 
regularity,  iiotliiiiK  ciui  be  dono  us  it  ought  to 
Oood  Hniven  I  I  Iiopc  no  ucciitetit  luu  )iapp« 
to  Mr.  Pfrcival." 

"  Acciilent  I"  repeuled  Hurarui. 

"  It  is  getting  so  lace — so  very  late.  I  try  to 
combat  my  occasional  nervousDcss ;  norvoosneatt. 
rendet«  people  so  beipless." 

"It  ia  a  compliment,  certainly,"  uiid  Loi 
Hailingbam,  "  paid  to  our  own  scnvibilities, 
tbo  expense  of  tlie  sensibilities  of  oUicr«.  1 
buten  to  aseure  you  no  accident  can  have  hap> 
penpd  to  Mr.  I'erciva) ;  you  may  »e«  bu 
bone  and  Sir  Hubcrt'i*  grazing  at  tbe  gate,  and 
the  gentlemen  Utemxelves  advancing  towards  U| 
with  all  tfao  tp««d  of  which  gentlemen  are 
able." 
Ah !  so  they  are.  And  you  tliink  they  Iwve 
no  right  to  be  tirod  ?  Vou  liave  no  vompasMon  for 
tliem — you  forget  entirely  tlie  heal  of  the  sun — the 
i  ntolerablc  dust^you  have  heed  enjoying  yourself 
here— jroM  know   nolhiiif^   of  the   hnsto   of  which 
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geDtlemea  can  be  capable  sometimes !     Where  is 
Miss  MorDiiigton  ?" 

Horatia,  in  her  anxiety  to  escape  the  sound  of 
Mrs.  Percival's  raillery,  had  gone  forward  to  meet 
herbther.  The  whole  party  was  speedily  re-united, 
and  BubjectB  of  conversation  were  not  wanting,  full 
of  lively  interest  to  all. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

"  You'll  iwyl" 
"  No,  nudua." 
"  Nay,  bul  you  will" 
•  ■•••• 

"  Come,  I'll  question  you." 

The  Winter's  Tale. 

"  I  fenr  me  he  will  scarce  be  plens'd  nilliil." 

Two  Gentlehev  of  Verona. 

"  1  would  1  had  your  bond ;  for  I  perceive 
A  weak  band  holds  you." 

MlDSUUUEH    NlOIIT'9    Dueam. 

How  happy,  how  occupied,  during  the  rest  of 
that  memorable  day,  were  the  liearts  of  Lord  Has- 
Hngham  and  Horatia!  It  is  said  that  true  happi- 
ness is  still;  yet  is  it  not  natural  to  suppose  that 
when  she  first  enters  that  consecrated  home,  the 
heart,  she  should  love  to  wander  through  ita  re- 
cesses, betraying  all  the  restless  curiosity  of  a 
stranger?      How  rapidly  docs  she  send  word  of  her 
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Erric*  to  the  eye !  How  rapiflly  u  the  inteUi- 
luiiieniloml  by  otiters  J  A  whisper  •eemtd  to 
piw  round  Morniogton ; — and  there  was  onei  at 
Cint  the  most  onwilliiiif  to  bclicvr,  who  Y€(  was  the 
mdint  at  lost  to  act  on  the  iiifornuition  it  hud 

A  diy  puwd — outwardly  all  continued   mudi 

ftlie  nine.     Anotlier  arriveil — HoratiB  was  on  the 

pwnl  of  moving  throitgh  the  conservatory  to  the 

puinds,  and  I^rd  llaslingliam  already  lingered, 

Wilting  her  approach  in  the  scented  ihade  of  ita 

KVttniniDtf,  when   Mr.  Dudley  entered  the  npart- 

llonuia  was  p«yin];i  as  lie  entered,  a  parting 

t*Hpltn)ent  to  Mrs.  IVrcival.     Lnily  Moruington 

^^Kttcd  at  her  cmbroiileriiig  frame. 

^m  "i  am  fortunate,"  »aid  Dudley,   yet  bis  voice 

VKokcaed  little  nyinpatby  wiib  the  good  fortune  be 

I     ■» laeribed  to  himself,  and  hii  countenance  waa 

Htr  tban  usual.   "  1  am  fortunate  in  meeting  with 

)^i  Miu  Momingtoib    You  are  juat  going  out — 

'nature  to  detain  you  for  a  moment  or  two.     I 

ine  to  bid  you  farewell." 

"  I  am  Borry  to  hear  that :    I  had  no  idea  you 
irere  going  to  Forc»t  Lodge  to  day." 
K  "  I  am  going  to  London." 
""To  London!     Surely  you  are  jrtting;   you 
woulil  have  said  something  ot  this  yesterday.     You 
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lAVttt  not  l«nre  »«  ko  abruptly — munt  be,  gn 
mnninB  ?" 

*'  My  ilear  child,   I  do  not  think  Mr.  Dudl 
would  leave  uh,  when  he  know'*  how  (iloanx)  w« 
are  ia  liave  him  here,  if  li«  had  not  some  rery 
reason  for  doin^no.     lie  lus many  friendH  In  tO' 
who  I  doubt  not  are  an^y  with  ua  already  U 
keepiiia;  biin  nway  from  tbem  so  lonf^." 

"  But  to  go  to  town  jiMt  now,  when  every  ont 
It  Wvlnj;  it !  I  am  so  sstonishrd.  I*fl)iit  did  nut 
mention  n  word  almni  your  de|mrinrc." 

Lord  Hatlinj^hnm  had  alrendy  rctriiccd  hiA 
and  he  stood  iiovr  upon  the  utone  It-adiug  from 
oonserralory,   looking   apparently  i>aek    upon  thi 
BowerK,  but  glancinj^  frequently  towards  Honi 
us  tilie  ?iloud  lulkiti^  to  Dudley. 

Mr*.  Percivai  felt  rery  much  inclined  to  s^ie; 
but  she  tltought  It  hotter  to  take  a  few  additional 
»Wr\'ati»in  first*  i 

"  And  you  really  are  going  '*  Do  yon  nuike  i 
long  stay  in  town  ?" 

"  I  do  not  know — I  cannot  possibly  tell.  Can 
I  be  the  bearer  of  any  thing  for  Mr.  De  Greyi'" 

**  You  will  see  Louis  immediately  tlien  ?" 

*'!  shall  make  a  point  of  seeing  him  immediaulyj 
if  honoured  by  a  commnftion  from  you.     Al  iJ 
Brentv  I  slwuld  have  seen  him  soon.     I  intend  put- 
ting up  at  an  hotel  in  his  neighbourhood."  , 
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•■  Hew  unludcjr  Ui*  pofto  is  not  firialted  I  tt 
Ifnt  the  dasp  rikI  tlw  tMHiel  am  not  fcWtewt 
m  yet.  Now  if  you  had  toUI  m*  yoa  wtro 
ping  tut  niglil,  I  slioaid  bare  barn)  tine  lo 
fioiUi  iu" 

"  VoB  had  no  tine  to  «pare  last  niglit,  I  tbialc,'* 
mii  Dudley,  with  some  little  want  of  coartMy  to 
Uiume. 

Lord  HaaliRgluun  looJieil  eamestly  at  lioruiu. 
"  All !  yuu  menn  bocairac  I  tang  oiid  pliyml  chMfc 
GiMdnunma,  Mr.  Uudley  is  goinij^  to  keep  tke 
loootuit  of  my  Iwure  aguiii.  Dm  it  does  not  Callow 
ial  1  aboulil  luivc  done  ritlivr,  if  1  bad  known  1 
■^Id  have  an  opportunity  of  sending  Laais  the 
liune  to  day." 

Urd  HuJingliam  advanced  slowly  from  tiie  door- 
**;,  and  scatt^  tiimMlf  at  some  little  distance  from 
Mn.  Pcreiral. 
"  Qat  when  do  you  go?    Not  th'n  inotsnt:"' 
"  I  was  goiHg)  certuinly,  tliis  very  iiistitnt  :*" 
"And  botv't'    I  liave  lieard  no  carriai^e,  I  have 
K*D  i]on«t  yet  only  live  minutes  ago  I  was  in  the 
kill." 

"  t  rid«  over  to  Cbeltenluuu,  and  1  leave  Chel- 
■raliam  by  thf  mail  in  llie  evening." 

**  Then  you  are  nut  so  very  much  hurried  for 
■^sfter  rIL     Is  In-,  ].ord  HtLsUnghun /" 
Urd  Ilaslingliun  appcarttd  not   u>  have  heard 
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tlie  question;  be  ww  exitmltiing  a  Ireatitiful  pU 
of  diiiia  wliicli  stood  on  a  slab  bc>iidc  him. 

*>Now  my  <trar  Miss  Morriingtoii,'*  mid  MnW'l 
Peroival,  laying  down  livr  work,  "  you  arc  too  hi 
upon  Mr;  Dtidlvy.  It  k  impossible  ht  can  any  lift" 
is  pressed  for  tiin«,  nticn  you  desire  liim  to  say  tio 
is  not.  'I'liDW  obligation*  <>r  society  arc  »omotim«fl 
rather  sevt-re  ones — are  tliey  n«t,  my  I-ord?'*  ^ 

AJas !    for  Lord  Hmlinghatn,   tliat   ilii^   aeconrf^ 
appMl  wiLS  nvule  aUo  to  bim.     He  was  pnrticularly 
inclined  to  confeits  the  irkiuimeneH  of  audi  obliga- 
tions, wliori  lie  found  liiinaelf  compelled  to  oflTer  aoml 
sort  of  r«ply  to  Mre.  Ferciml. 

"  It  is  pretty  erident,"  she  continued,    "  tlii 
Mr.  Dtidlt-y  must  vrisli  to  be  off,  or  lie  would  nc 
liave  made  preparalJona  for  going.     I  could  engage ' 
that  he  will  not  hare  a  moment  to  spare  at  Clielien* 
ham." 

*<  But  1  only  wish  him  to  have  a  moment  to  apar 
Itere."  argued  Horalia.     "  t  could  finish  die  pur 
immediately." 

"  I  do  not  think  you  couM,  if  1  may  be  permitted 
to  deliver  an  opinion.    Besides,  the  purs«  could  not^ 
go  without  a  note."  " 

'*  Oh,  if  tluit  is  all,  I  could  write  tlie  note  in  five^ 
minutes  I"  ^M 

"  See !"  exclaimed  Mrs.  Percival,  "  how  naturally 
we  all  deceive  ourselves  in  this  life  I     We  o^ 
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t,  iliinlcing  we  can  do  tvtrv  ihtn^  ta  a  rkk 
wc  find  (Uis  cannot  be,  imd  we  utk  for  a 
bogtr  iwrim)  ftlill." 

"  AihI  why  thould  I  not  iwk  fur  a  lonfffr  periorf  ? 
Yh,  if  you  rmlly  Ho  not  like  tu  be  di-laincd  Y" — 
Stw  looked  pleadingly  at  Dudley. 

*■  I  cotilets  myself  your  slave,"  lie  •ai<l,  and  ml 
ivmL  "He,  and  tbe  other  »Iavc<  of  i)ir  ring,** 
Mid  Mn.  Fercival  iu  an  under  lone  lo  Lady  Mom- 

Lady  Mofoington  urislied  tlie  remark  itud  been 
kept  for  0x9  private  ear  of  Mr.  I'ercival. 

Tbe  point  obtained,  Iloralia  remembered  Iter 
<*tlkiuf(  engagement  witb  l-ord  Haslin^^ham:  tlie 
Mwouaiieas,  too,  had  glanced  oti  faer,  that  he  was 
Mt  altogether  pleased  with  the  delay. 

"I  know  you  will  have  the  kindne**  to  pardon 
ajr  uatcaHnuible  industry.  Had  I  but  known— 
^t  I  coald  not  know — and  Louis  will  he  ho  de- 
^l^titd'. — at  leaAt  1  think  he  will.  Von  recollect 
■^  puree  I  am  talking  of — you  Admired  it — you 
Mid  you  longed  to  see  it  completed." 

"Pray  do  not  hurry  yourtelf;  any  time  will  do 
fw  ihc  walk." 

"Mty  1  be  allowed  to  observe,  that  I  doubt 
flu,"  laid  Mra.  Percival.  "  I  think  it  is  going  to 
^  1  imagine  we  shall  have  thunder ;  there  \a 
)>'*iot«uve  oppreanon  in  tlie  air." 
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"  O,  I  tiope  it  will  not  lain  Ikcforw  you  ^et 
Clidlonluun,"  saitl  Horaiia  to  Mr.  Dudli-j-.     " 
tli«  weather  is  i»dee<)  suspicioux,  sball  I  (io  ymi  a 
fiivour  in  detaining  you  or  not^  ^M 

Dudley  doubted  wbetlier  she  did  liim  a  fii\>«iir  Iif^ 
deuiniiig  Itim,  but  he  did  imi  agree  with  Mrs.  Per- 
dvalt  tliat  there  was.  much  cauae  to  apprelietid  a 
change    in  the  weatlior.      lie  replied  with  anima- 
lioD,   "  1  call   hut  repeal  tliat  I   submit  to 
coiDtnands ;    I  have   every  wish   to  become 
■■bMaulor.'' 

*'  Tlie   ambaasadar  f"    wbi*>f><-red    Mrs.    Pe 
again   to  Lady  Muniingtoii,   and  shv  glanced  at^ 
Lord  Hasliiigbam.     "  Ambatmidor  [tar  excolttfn«e) 
OF  hra  Kxeeilcncy,  which?      Poor  Mr.  Dudley — hlH 
considcrt  not;  or,  ]>erhapM,  he  cotisiders  um)  writ 
the  &lai  miiiiiing  of  which  ihe  words  arc  capalilc." 

La<ly  Morniii^rluo  was  difipleased  at  the  allmioDt 
bat  she  showed  it  only  by  paying  the  most  imper- 
turbable attention  to  her  embroidery. 

<*  Where  did  I  put  the  toascl  ?     I  liav»  found 
clasp.     Ah  !  I<ofd   Huslinghum,    I  remember  ye 
were  looking  at  it  yesterday  morning.     Can  y« 
tell  me  where  yoii  hiid  itV" 

ImtA  [Inslinghum  recollected,  tliat  in  the  fond 
lully  of  tlie  hour,  h«  luid  put  it  in  a  vmc  filled  witli 
rme  leaves ;  but  to  conrev>i  the  folly  in  the  presence 
Mrs.  Percival  and  Mr.  Dudley — that  he  lookoi^ 
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M  as  imposnble.  Tbe  puree  »ui;hl  nrvtr  to  bar* 
U«ii  Dwniioncd,  nor  even  tlioii(rbt  uf :  hn  wns  w- 
CRtly  glad  tti«  tasaci  could  not  be  found. 

He  bod  DO  occasion  to  reply ;  for  Mrs.  Percivjil, 
vbo  perceived  ibat  lloratiu  was  already  busted  in 
trrasj^tng  the  clup,  produced  from  ber  worlibox  a 
tHul)  wlu«b  bIiO  offered  as  n  substitute  for  that 
^  «liicli  (i(>p«arvd  lo  liiir«  bevn  mtalaJd. 
f  "  I  am  w  tniicli  oblified  to  you.  Look,  Lord 
L  liniiinifluiia,  tbts  is  very  tasty,  k  it  not  f" 
^H  "TWn  t»a  GOBStderabte  portion  of  elegance  in 
^^t  Bibricalion  of  tbe  Ivatt  tUngs  now,"  said  Mn. 
I'errirai.  "  I  am  reminded  continually  of  tbut 
'UtMrdinary  person  Dr.  Jobnson's  axiom ;  for  I 
U  myself  altbougb  not  a  poet,  bmliiar  witli  all 
lUl  b  *  elegantly  Utile.'  He  was  an  amaiing 
gtiiiiM — I  wisli  I  could  liave  known  him  —  Mr. 
P«s*aJ  nys  I  sboiild  not  bavc  borne  to  be  in  bis 
(*apMy  for  a  single  quarter  <^f  un  hour,  I  admit 
Iw  bis  manners  mutt  bavc  iK-en  cxcenliiigly  re- 
"illiag  to  oar  finer  feelings ;  still  tbc  debpcncie  1 
<^M  bave  felt  for  biin  I  Wu  oiigbt  not  at  any 
IMU  (0  auiTer  our  reptifrnanes  to  manner,  to  obliti^ 
'Mifrom  our  minits  tl>e  wnsc  of  moritl  (iljli)^tiou. 
I  m  certain  llial  Dr.  Jobrnton  and  [  sbould  bave 
MtBw  tlie  motit  frieiMlly  terms  imaginable.  No- 
<^  1  ftboubl  bave  liked  better,  tluin  to  bave 
l**li«tiit  gn  him  wJiile  ho  was  coUscUng  quotuUutm 
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for  h'a  Uidiooary,  1  think  that  puree  is  very  mucll 
the  colour  of  my  uuforlunute  ribbon  witliout  i 
iiaimf~-liow  beautifully  you  have  neltod  it  I  ] 
never  cviiUl  neC ;  my  fiii^-ra  refusal  in«-  (Itvir  oImh 
dience :  it  in  tirc«»m«  to  bare  wiy  lliin^  to  do  villi 
things  that  will  not  obey  one."  I 

**  And  you  do  not  net  ?  Then  I  cannot  be  euffi4 
cientJy  gmteftil  for  the  chance  which  h«s  [iroiri<Iei| 
IRC  tfiili  iliiit  uiMcl,"  «ai<l  Horaiia.  "  Caii  I  Y"  an4 
she  turned  nith  a  unile  towards  I.ord  Ilaslin^liain 

He  coutd  nut  forbcur  to  return  the  Mmilc,  oitd 
Horatia  did  itot  look  beyond  it< 

«  Why  there  is  H  hiMory  about  thai  ta»ell 
I  an  ftfnijd  I  uroary  Ijidy  Moniingloti." 

Liuly  Moriiinifton  ]ta<l  been  aware  tliat  ibina 
were  goinj^  wrong,  and  she  certainly  looked  latigufl 
and  deprewed. 

**  Are  you  not  well,  gmndmamma  ?"  said  1  lurat 
and  laying  down  the  purse,  she  approiivhrd 
Momingtoa. 

*'  1  was  lliinking,  Hornlia,  you  would  not  IJ 
time  to  write  to  Lout*.     Mr.  Dudley  wit)  esf 
to  him  how  hurried  you  were.     You  can  wrij 
liim  to-morrow.     I  intend  doing  so,  und  »ej 
endow  both  the  letters  iis  usual." 

'*  Voy  I  cannot  write  to-n»orr(w,  1  shall 
gaged  the  whole  day.     Shall  1  not,  Mra.  Per 
— Shall  I  not.  Lord  Huslinglttra  ?    And 
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\iy  tn  tie  a  note — a  lUtlv  note.  If.  mr  dear 
^idmnrnma,  you  would  but  W  kind  cuuugli — you* 
«lio  arc  alit'syB  so  kind — to  finiili  my  little  Uvik,  I 
iKouU  tMt  detain  ri(li«T  LonI  Ha»lin^l)ain  or  Mr. 
DuiUey  m  long.  You  arc  both  very  patient,"  tht 
•id,  MMrMuDg  theio  playfully. 

Ix>rd  f  Inslingham  riH«,  witli  an  air  of  mortilied 
wprise  and  raJBcd  digiiEtyt  from  his  cluur,  and 
■■lUii^  acnws  the  rootn,  at  length  pausi^d  hcfor«  a 
Ailomicrp,  in  appartnt  examination  of  lh«  8pl«n- 
4bUy  bound  votiunea  it  contained. 

"  Pray,  my  Lord,"  sa<d  Mrs.  Pvrciviil,  "  may  I 
Mlt  the  name  of  that  beautiful  book  in  green  ? 
Ntst  to  those  two  in  rose  colour." 
"Ob,  that  is  LalU  Rookh,"  raid  Horalia. 
"The  inimitable  Lalla  Ilookh  !"  cried  Mrs.  I'or- 
anL  X  ],orii  Hatltnf^batn,  you  will  oblige  us  in- 
Guil^  by  bringing  it  here,  and  reading  us  some 
flMges  from  the  Fire  WoKliippen." 

"I  an  afraid  I  sliuuld  disturb  Miss  MomingtoD. 
%t  baa  begun  her  note." 

"0  md,  do  read,  if  yoo  wish  to  do  so,  and  if 
^  Perciral  wishes  it.  Grandmamma  bas  no  otlicr 
*Hn|{ee  to  give;  Mr.  Dudley  is  quite  at  leisure; 
*>i  M  for  tne,  it  will  not  distuib  me  in  the  least< 
^Va  I  write  to  Louii,  I  think  so  mud>  of  my 
'tnto,  tiat  1  know  nothing  of  what  is  going  on 
.  "wod  me." 

WLl.  H 


sec 


THE  EHGAGEUBNT. 


LonI   na->lirt);liam  continued  motionless  it  tl 
diilToiik'Te. 

"  Now,  my  LonJ,"  saitl  Mrs.  Pcreival,  *'  if  y( 
Mould  but  r«iMl  tlint  (Mssage,  descriptive  of  the  csl 
tlint  itucce«dii  a  Htarm,  to  tUe  ooDclusion — to  d 
very  last  linc§— the  Last  Ivu  cxquUitc  lines — I  ■ 
certain  Miss  Murniiigton  would  be  comjwllcd 
listci»  to  you."  I 

"  Iwlvlito  compel  Miss  Mufnington  to  notlting 
re])ltiil  Lord  Ilaslitigbam:  but  be  repenteil  tJt 
tlie  words  bad  passed  bia  lips,  when  on  turning,  I 
perceived  that  Iloratia,  by  an  cbxjuent  blusli,  hd 
acknowled^d  the  felicity  of  reference  exhibited 
Mrs,  Percival. 

Dudley  continued  stIU  engagvd  in  convot 
with  Lady  Morninj^ton,  and  Lord  Haslingbi 
Baw  lit  to  move  from  tbt!  cbifTotiiiTv,  iiitd  rc«uin<: 
seat  be  bud  (|uilted.     He  bad  not  chosen,  how^ 
to  bring  ubwfr  willi  him  Lalla  Uookb. 

"  1  have  done,  I   have  just  done,"  sud  Dc 
epeuking  to   bim  as  be  approached:"!   hav 
Louis  tiist  be  must  oxctise  tny  brevity, 
purse  '»  finislied;"  and,  rising  liattily, 
witli  a  grateful    smile  frotn    I^dy   Morn 
"  Will  you  do  me  tlie  favour  to  seal  tlie  nolj 
Haslingbam  ?     Tliere  are  the  seals.     I  mt 
up  the  little  parcel.     Mr.  Dudley,  you  conj 
how  much  I  feel  obliged  to  you." 
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"  Harv  you  any  tavourite  seal,"  nid  Lord  Hm- 

**  1  have,  p^rlmps,'*  the  replied,  *'  but  1  leiivc  tlie 
dwicc  tritli  you.  llik  is  but  Jur,  wben  1  conaider 
tlie  trouble  1  am  giving  yon." 

"  But  Lord  HasUugfaun  doe*  not  know  how  to 
dMNM*,"  said  Mrs.  Petdva).  "  He  is  bewildered 
wUtt  numbers.  He  would  prefer,  1  am  convinced, 
to  be  guided  by  you." 

"Thai  is  A  very  pretty  one,  tliat  you  are  looking 
It  BOW."  «aid  Hornliii ;  and  she  rose  again,  and 
laoA  (or  a  moment  or  two  bchiiul  Lord  Hnsling- 

"  Mny  I  request  you  to  read  it  to  me '/"  be  Mid. 

"It  b  abort,  as  all  rooitua  ougbt  to  be,  and 
»»rily  remembered.  '  La  Libert^  me  rend  fiddle.' 
^«  bird  is  beautifully  cut.  Louis  taiya  lie  luvra  it 
w  mnging  sucb  aen«blc  morality." 

"il  strikes  me  iJiat  there  in  more  ligblnora  than 
mrtlity  in  ihe  motto." 

"  Bat  you  are  aware  of  Louu's  style,"  rejoined 

"You  do  not  agree  with  him,  I  hope,  inailmiring 
•w  «*!  BO  excessively '!" 

"  1  like  some  others  belter,  certainly,"  said  Ho- 
■Win;  ■*  but  we  forget  the  note  is  not  sealed." 

"  Nor  likely  to  be  «eiUed,  it  would  appear,"  said 
M«.  Petcival  to  Dudley — for  the  remark  must  have 
K  2 
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been  made  fhhet  to  Laclj-  Morninglon  or  to  litnt, 
mid  Lady  Moruington  was  ei-idenlly  disinclined 
receive  uiiy  oltscrvatioiw  of  so  delicate  n  nature. 

"  I  am  in  no  bnrr}'." 

*' Voulike  U>wn,  Icuppoec?  An  ImmeoMfieM 
knowledjr«  h  opened  to  us  in  town.  It  mustatways 
be  Uie  liome  of  the  intellectual.  Whenever  1  draw 
near  lH>ndnn,  I  feel  my  own  littleness.  I  think  of 
the  talent  tliat  bums  within  it,  the  wtsdoto,  the 
most  immpasurablc  scienec,  the — " 

"  Virtue,  perhiips,"  satd  Ouilley. 

*'  Mr.  Dudley,  I  am  a"';^)'  *'tl'  you— it  i» 
sionally  lulviiotble  to  close  our  eyes  on  the  dcf< 
of  htiman  iiiitiire.    Some  fects  are  ungracious  one 
they  should  be  kept  in  the  baek-grouncL     My 
is  to  make  everything  appear  good  and  charming  to 
my  children.     Fortuniitely,  the  task  has  in  it  lu 
difficulty.     I  obscrre  that  tJic  young  mind  is  p; 
to  Ix-liere  what  is  amiable ;  it  will  even  make  tliin; 
amiable,  that  it  may  have  (he  pleasure  of  believin] 
them  so  afterwards.     My  dear  Laily  Moniii 
you  do  not  approve  of  satire,  do  you  C 

>*  I  like  nothing  ibnt  encroaches  on  the  feelings, 
or  that  jests  on  tbem." 

"  I  was  sure  that  would  be  your  atiewer.     Y 
some  Mtirc*  aio  very  clever.     Mr.  Perdval 
once  occasion  to  animadvert — but  i  must  not  en 
into  detail,  he  is  particular,  and  would  uot  pardoi 
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nw— Uie  uilnuiHvcninti  tonic  thv  rorn  of  mtrcftun; 
il  iras  rotidiecl  tii  tlie  sntalicat  [luHsibltf  com)MUB— It 
auuck  every  nne^-erery  uiie  bore  tealiniony  to  ita 
puigDaiicy.  You  seem  uocertaiii  ai  to  Uiv  pvriod 
wlicn  you  may  lonrc  town  ;  do  you  think  of  coming 
back  tutu  Olotm-stvrsliifci"' 

"  No;  I  ^  from  Lomlon  Co  Yorkaliire." 
Tbcwonl  n-actie<)  Iloratia  wbcre  sliesat,  talking 
witli  Lord  Hmlingluitii.      "  You  go  to  Yorkaliire 
from  IxKulon  !    What !  not  take  Uloucoicntbiri;  in 
yo«r  way  f 

"Il  would  not  be  tn  my  "ajTi"  wd  Dudley, 
•miUog. 

"  Ab  \   correcting  my  unftrrtuimte   phraieology 
af^n.     1  <lo  itot  know  wlio  is  tbe  worst)  you  or 
Loutt.  But  wliy  not  make  it  in  your  way '/    I  vri«li 
!■•(«  were  liere,  and  he  would  induce  you  to  cliiin){e 
your  rewliitjoii.     Cannot  yoit  slay  till  h«  comc» 
liock?     I  wUb  you  wouhl  May,  and  then  nlliigetb«r 
1  ibtnk  we  mtgltt  persuade  you." 
Dudley  rose,  but  said  notliing. 
**  I  have  sealed  your  note,"  said  Lord  HusliDg- 
im ;  "  look,  if  you  please,  at  lla-  seal." 
"  Tb*  bird  !  you  have  chnwn  the  bird  after  all  \ 
Ak !  1  i»c«  now,  il  \t  ihc  ottier.     *  Qui  me  n^glig«, 
•e  (wrd.'     She  puuorrd  for  a  moment      "  I  c«n 
oUntre  witltout  Imilatiun  now;  there  is  no  llght- 
»«"  in  this." 

n3 


tlic  Noeite. 

"  Poor  bird  !  lie  tliinks  h«  shall 
all  Uiink  so,  when  we  start  on  a  oe 
fa«  wiQ  be  tirod  of  bis  liberty — 1 
fiiti);uing  thing.     Children  discovi 
tlieir  |>lay  liours,  if  tli«  play  boui 
However,  it  may  find  its  way  bade 
door  coiicinuea  open.     Now,  pray  1 
you  give  me  any  reason  why  motl 
Frencb?     I  am  so  far  patriotic,  lb) 
I  huTe  little   ill   my  power)  discoi 
unnecessary  compliments  w«>  pcrp 
Kreiidi  aiid  their  Innjjrtiatfe.     I  con 
wear    Frencli   gloves.     You  nil!  | 
particular.     Mr.    Ferdval,   bowev 
me " 

"In    regard    to   tfao  wearing 
asked  Dudley. 

"  Mr.  Perdval)  1  lun  aftmidt  bui 

dewcnd  to  the  mim.tiif  nf  _tl.iiiifl^- 


^ 
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"in  liiiu  interfering  wttli  every  one? 
Bat  I  havf  not  beta  wry  long.  Do  yon  know,  1 
tltnik  it  is  better  I  found  »o  much  to  do :  tlie  clouil 
bi  pneed  nway,  Uiere  will  be  nu  npprohonsion  «f 
on,  or  anyiliing  else  to  diMurb  its.  I  kvc  you 
etpKt  me  to  wisii  you  a  pleaaaiil  juiirnry,  Mr. 
t>nill*y.  Yon  are  goii^,  tlieii,  positively  ?  Well,  I 
wnyoatitiDg.  Vou  Imve  been  very  good.  I  liopc 
fM  have  not  been  critidsiiig  me  and  nty  iiativ  ?" 

*1  was  not  critictunj^  you,  I  believe,"  itaid 
Duiley. 

"You  say  tbat  ratber  doubtfally^-doubtfully  for 
T*,*lio  art-  one  of  the  most  decided  of  porwiiM. 
I^eiay  you  will  meet  Papa  in  your  way  to  Chcl- 
^tiiMBL  ]  am  MOKurpngcd  he  did  not  mention  you 
'WegoioR." 

Uuy  were  the  adieus  tliat  were  now  «howcrcd 
*IWley.  He  effected  at  laat  his  retreat*  and 
^  diparture  gave  the  nignat  for  that  of  Iloratia 
"d  lord  Hadingliam. 

^either  of  tliem  now  Marted  for  the  walk  with 
f*i»ely  tbo»c  feeliiign  which  would  have  been 
">)n,  hail  nothing  iiitervennl  to  potitpune  it.  Lonl 
'WiDgham  )ui<l  been  comidembly  annoyed  by  the 
"'ninences  of  the  morning :  in  proportion  as  Ibo 
''OeiDbrumee  of  tline  faded  from  his  mind,  he  fell 
liittwif  recalled  to  a  conaideration  of  the  trial  that 
•"initti  him,  in  his  approaching  parting  with  Horn- 
it  4 


«  Yet  &lie  lovfs  me— I  beVu 

w  ran  llie  ftrgument  of  ibe 

"(Jiers  will  not  know  this,  oni. 

I)iat  must  be  jjiiardecl  against. 

formally  engaged,  a  palJsulc  is 

wliidi  ihfl  veriest  coxcomb  will 

1  ought  10  forget  what  has  occ 

he  is  in  [lie  dark  stilj— or  die  ll| 

—or  Iiu  may  pretend  tliat  it  bi 

Was  it  his  f;iult  after  nil  ? 

did  noliiing.    Woa  it  ber's  ? 

litw  monwnt  she  looU  lo  to 

cent  a»  wet" 

Wi-II  might  Lord  HasliiigL 
Weil,  too,  might  his  rca^ouiiij 
ooiicluAioii  so  agreeable.     Horai 
be  (lic  occ-^ioiiai  distraction  of  I. 
to  him  with  Iht-  same  delicious 
usual.     Perhaps  she  forgo^  io, 
^Inicreiil  of  the  moment,  those  id« 
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Tbcy  were  on  the  point  of  relunnnf;  liomenarHs. 
TVyitood  on  tliebrow  ofa  bill,  whicb cumRiam)e<l 
■  vi«w  of  tbe  HaJI. 

"Il  was  hcTc,"  otwerrcd  Lord  Ha&Iingbam,  "  iJiar 
ttt  the  i»y  of  my  ■rrirnl,  I  stopped  die  csrrwge 
(m  a  mofnenti  to  look  down  on  n  plitco  I  loved  m 
Wfll.  Du  I  not  lotrc  it  better  now  ?  Vet  I  mu%t 
Imtd  it — leave  titose  for  wIiom  wtkc  it  [a  loved. 
Hov  an  I  bear  to  pan  from  ynu  ?" 

"Do  not  talk  of  tLat — it  niu§t  be.  I  told  you 
yMtetdtky  I  did  not  like  to  bear  you  talk  of  II" 

"But  I  shall  Ih!  mwcnble  when  away  fmrn  you." 

"Yuu  will  not  b«  (rone  long — you  have  tuld  me 
U:  it  is  of  your  return  tiiat  1  think  :— think  of  it 
loa- 

"Vou  promiHe  to  receive  my  letters?" 

"Psjm  informed  me  you  would  write  to  me? 
Ctii  you  doubt  tliat  I  will  receive  tliem '(" 

'  And  you  will  answer  them  ?" 

Heratia  coloured  and  hesitated.  "  I  am  afraid 
•*  "rile  to  yon " 

"Afwid  !" 

"Ves:  you  will  think  my  letten  triBin^.  I  do 
"■Ifaricrt  what  you  said  about  the  seiil." 

"  Good  HcHven  !  can  there  be  any  resemblance 
'•*'»<eii  that  seal  and  your  letter*  ("' 

"Ko;  1  feel   tltut— but  yet   you   might   fancy 
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ly  pwrr  lettprt;  imd  I  slwdltT 
^Icud  in  UiciT  excuse,  and  to  vxph 

"There  will  be  nothing  to  vi 
exptwn :  tliey  will  Wloiif;  to  me 
not  tJiiiik  I  *luill  know  liow  to  v»li 
Mine  only-' — can  1  <lo  nny  thing  btl 

"Your'sonly,"  repeated  HoratU 
stulwl,  and  pan»«d  suddenly. 

The  words  aecmcd  to  fall  on  h«i| 
uiid   mournfully,   bearing    »   refe 
HiMliiiglinm  IiikI  meant  not. 

He  looked  at  Horatia,  and  wa 
espresMon  of  Iicr  countenance ;  yet 
to  ucGuunt  for  it  all.  Did  tbo  ibtn 
lilm  oifence  ?  And  did  vbe  feel  ( 
the  exquisite  lurture  that  premet  on 
we  discover  that  we  have  giren  pa 
that  we  love  ? 

Homtia  liod  deeper  cause  for 
Slie  noticed  not,  i>orliap».  as  it 
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KTOfif  enough  u>  make  Iier  look  iMick  nn  lite  in- 
dnlgtnn  widi  puin ;  nnd  an  in<liatinct  apecteii  o( 
ccnnctwn  came  uvrr  Uer,  tbat  to  be  hnppy  with 
Lonl  Haalinfrhain  abe  niut  oonseitt  (o  renounce 
th«u»lL 

■*  AdiI  yau  will  not  write  to  me  i"  saJd  Lonl 
Rnlhgliiuii,  wiib  a  ugh. 

"I  tad  better  liot  write  to  you.  Do  not  mk  me. 
Aik  ne  nothing." 

"  Nothing  ?   I  low  I    Do  you  ijnagine  tltat  before 

*e  port It  wenn  to  me  you  tltink  very 

little  eS  ibis  panii^.  Yon  ny  notliing  to  console 
ne— -you  do  not  answer  me,  ai  I  long  to  be  nn- 
«w*d," 

"YoD  said  only  two  days  ago  that  you  undcr^ 
*l»">i  me,"  replied  Horatia. 

'Yn:  but — but — I  have  promlviil  i-very  tbing. 
^"'hm  b  your  promise  ?  Do  not  let  me  go  witlt- 
^<a  iL    1  cannot  go  without  it." 

"  H'hat  promtM  V"  said  Horatia. 

Lord  Huslingbnm  found  himself  at  a  loss  for  a 
nply.  "  Let  u«  walk  on.  How  few  of  these  walks 
itnuii  to  U9  !  Yet  you  make  no  allowance  for  me 
-jroii  do  not  enter  into  my  feelings." 

Heratla  looked  at  him  reproachfully.  "If  you 
Ww  how  you  perplexed  me,  you  would  not  go  on 
'1  Ihb  manner.  1  cannot  tell  what  yoii  mean. 
n3 


-^11  J  rouM  be  cerbirt  UiU  y4U| 

mc  alwuys- 

**  Miuii  1  tell  ))upii  to  insure  yl 
tliat  1  <to  reineiub«r  you  ?" 

"Tbat  ss&uraiici;  woulit  uarcel)' 

*'l  cannot  tbink  of  any  oiberpl 
Horatia,  with  an  air  of  gaiety  tliatl 
HnsliMj^linni.  Hcw&a  not.  bowerorJ 
in  h'm  reply. 

'*  Is  not  Love  metvd  ?  Ought] 
»acT*H  ?*' 

"  An<I  do  we  noi  botlt  intend  it  »li« 
»aid  Ilonili^  "  Pardon  in«,  you  d 
you  suppo»e  Uiat  I  am  likely  to  forgi 

"  I  do  not  wrong  you.     Heaven 
how  enlircly  I  hononr  yott.     But  lot 
tiling  lu  Tdfor  to  wlivii  1  iim  gone, 
pledge;  give  tne  tlii«  st.i:urity  for 
must   liavc   your   word  —  your    im 
>r«  aru  tUose  wiiU  you,  or  likeh 
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'*  I  wU)  not  lure  you  till ...  .  Say  to  me  one 
»ord,  Ktid  every  doubt  will  b«  tliMipntcd." 

*'l  hare  said  many,  an<l  yet  you  doubt  me.  Yoti 
might  haw  spared  me  this." 

Honlia  spoke  with  wme  degree  of  bitteraes*. 
The  hitBiui  Rpirit  is  not  made  for  bondage :  if  com- 
pelled for  a  while  lo  Hubmit  to  it,  it  oiglui  under  the 
pmsure  of  the  duuiii — let  tfa«  ligb  aaaiuiia  but 
itrnigth  ID  itti  agony,  aiHl  the  bontk  are  broken. 

**  Spared  you  I  Is  it  not  because  I  lore  you  f 
U  it  not  because  1  dread  to  lose  you,  that  I  Iiare 
fwiod  coonige  to  address  you  thus?  Though  you 
lurn  froB  me,  you  must  hear  roe.  Yes,  you  shall 
htw  Die.  Engage  yourself  to  me,  once  and  for 
evw,' 

Uepioaed,  bnt  he  received  no  answer. 

"Ym  tliink  I  diiim  too  much.  Po  not  «ny  %o, 
if  you  think  so.  Remembor  the  peculiarity  of  my 
tiliutioa — remrmbi'T  the  H-as  thai  are  lo  separate 

m> 

"Vet  it  did  not  occur  to  me  to  dtsliust  you," 
•^  Horaiiji, 

Wd  tiasliflgham  would  have  felt  this  deoluni* 
tu*t>  M  a  complimeut,  but  for  the  infrronc*^  it  con- 
**y«l,  that  Itoratia,  at  the  rcry  moment  when  he 
*>*  njipealing  solemnly  to  the  Miucerity  of  her  lov*, 
"Utatinfied  to  rest  witli  complacency  on  the  recol- 
l«lio«  of  his  own. 


^airaoimnc — kj,  lur 

luippiiir<«,  promise — " 

"  Not  now,  Dot  just  now — tbmd 
wonls.     If  my  dear,  dear  papa- 
wilh  you — it  is  very  natural  you 
I  do  mean,  I  always  meant — I 
n-Qs  all.     Pramise  ?     Yes — when 
burst  into  t«Kr». 

Was  it  because  ahe  luu!  felt  the  | 
of  tlio  heart,  stru^ling  In  lliv  ^iroui 
cast  over  it — or  because  tlic  comtdou 
her,  tlwit  before  her  came  her  lato  ; 
an«e — wa4  it  in  compliiiticct  wiib  tJ 
the  last  of  lliese  feclingH,  ibat  sbe 
direct  rejily  till  now  ? 

Tbe  sight  of  ber  emotion  alam 
lingbam.     Notbing  could  be  more  I 
CBr« — notJiing  more  ardent  than  liii 
usamiiig,  an  he  did,  the  passionate 
loveri  he  placed  him»clf  ueaio  in 


THE    EHGAGEHEMT.  279 

particDlar,  lay  in  his  pride.  He  loved  deference, 
and  be  expected  it  to  be  paid  to  bim.  Mrs.  Per- 
cival  bad  done  sometbing  witb  bim,  by  offering 
diis  deference — so  easily  is  tbe  proud  man  led  I 

Certain  it  is,  that  Lord  Haslingham  never  gained 
more  readily  admission  to  the  minds  of  others,  than 
when  inflnence  was  exercised  over  bis  own.  Then, 
there  sprang  to  the  lip  tbe  courtly  compliment,  the 
ardi  repartee ;  then  were  perceptible  in  bis  manner 
a  lugb-minded  playfulness,  a  complacent  dignity, 
■0  inimation,  half  lofty,  half  persuarive.  Yet  it 
m  certain  also,  that  in  a  moment  be  could  divest 
liiniaelf  of  all  this  fascination,  and  shrink  back 
into  the  repalsireness  which  formed  tbe  defensive 
annoar  of  bis  peculiar  character. 


CHAPTER  X 

"  Aad  lh4t  iMBte  muriage 
I  came  (o  ulk  oC" 

ROUB 

"  Come,  come,  joa  uiewct  with  an  i 
"  Ga,  go,  jrou  queitioD  with  ■  wicket 


Lord  Hasli»ghah  bad  reoso 
the  promise  on  which  he  had  asid 
rest,  although  not  given  at  the  m 
pledged  to  him  ere  his  departur« 
this  in  the  manner  of  Horatia,  whe 
to  the  house,  they  had  exchang 
farewell.     lutimation.  eoim""  "'- 
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He  felt  ibe  promise  miglit  b«  k4^|lt  sacred ; 
— that  it  would  not  bo  ht-ld  lightly  by  bcr,  trbcs  it 
wBs  evident,  could  iwt  ItgblJy  make  it.  Still,  tliougfa 
the  nul  might  he  tnuclivl  by  its  wcK'diirw,  it 
followed  not  tluLl  ibe  vivadty  of  diameter  would 
^  becoMKi  ob«dien(  to  the  obligation  that  circled  licr. 
^ft  Time  wm*  ill  thin  idea  poimn  to  bt«  prlile  iifid 
^■Brture  lo  bta  aSections.  \et  w)i«re  lay  the 
Vmniy?  To  in»tiiaBta  that  he  desired  a  change 
ofnuiniKr,  when  be  bclirred  that  she  cunsidcretl 
ktm  nlrcndy  luird  tu  plense — to  prow  yet  mom 
ligidly  on  diMe  habitual  tead«rtioun,  whose  pre^ 
Jviicn  belongcfl  rather  to  othera  tlian  to  Iilm — 
ihit  VM  not  to  be  tliougbt  of<  Could  he  touch  on 
Ut  uuieties  to  her  father  ?  ^^^  Hubert  liad 
*|wken  lo  blm  beforehand  of  tlte  very  perplexities 
(lai  aaailed  bim  now ;  he  had  urxed-  on  him  a 
luadate  impressive  and  palemid ;  he  liad  warned 
'ttiD  &OID  doing  aught  that  ^outd  alarm  tlie 
■ntiptibiUty  of  Honitia.  Could  he  betray  llieii 
I*  Sir  Hubert,  tltat  oven  in  the  first  delicious  days 
*f  ceurtaliip,  he  watched  rather  tlie  actions,  tlian 
ttviliiUd  in  tlie  feelings,  uf  the  being  he  professed 
("tdofe?  Mod  his  mother,  lliat  mother  to  whose 
"<li  bed  he  tros  going,  liad  slie  been  at  tliis  period 
"I  tiiglund,  how  much  might  she  have  hml  it  in 
"  power  to  effect  for  liia  buppinesa  /  lior  ri-cti- 
""**  of  principle— her  courtesy  of  manner— llic 
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virtue,  and  tlic  diaim  that  u'ait«<l  on  it — these 
would  hare  ha<i  powerful  influence  with  Horatio. 
If  it  were  possible  to  impart  to  Lady  MAminj^ton 
— LaAy  Mornijigton  liked  him ;  she  had  been,  ha, 
tbouf^Lt,  embarraiBed  and  hurt  at  the  little  scene 
which  hod  tukcn  place  previous  to  the  departure  of 
Dudley.  Yea — it  was  better  ho  should  speak  with 
candour,  and  throw  bimsclf  with  filial  reliunce  on 
Ibe  counsels  and  experience  of  I^dy  Momtn^on. 
She  would  prove  worthy  of  the  oon6dctic« ;  sba 
would  borer  round  the  path  of  the  betrothed;  gbt-, 
would  guard  lier  from  bcr  own  happy  heart,  audi 
from  the  world. 

Before  Lord  HMlin^ham  cotdd  carry  ibi«  r«so>i 
lutiun  into  effect.  Lady  Mvniin^ton  found  berscl 
usailcd  from  a  very  different  quarter,  and  in 
manner  aUo  »omewbat  different  from  tbat  witik 
which  Lor<l  Ha.slitigliam  inten<lc<l  to  approach  her. 
The  subject,  however,  was  to  her  an  interesting; 
one,  for  it  related  to  Oc  Grey ;  and  the  person 
who  spoke  of  him  and  his  affairs  was  Mrs.  Percival. 

At  this  period,  the  moniiu^  subw4]uent  to  that 
which  had  commenced  so  innuspiciouwly  for  l^rdHa»- 
lingliam,  Mrs.  Peieival  bad  already  been  <)ccupie<) 
(or  half  an  hour  or  more,  in  deseanting  on  the  jwliti- 
col  proApccts  of  De  Grey.  Mr.  Percival  bad  just 
rec<-ived  letters  from  toirn,  and,  after  makin){  every 
allowance  for  offidal  ambiguity,  he  had  amioged 
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U  in  kis  mind— or  ratliiT  it  luui  been   omngwl 

there   by  Mrs.    Perdval  —  duit   !>«   Grey  would 

(^laiD,  ere  many  days  were  over,  tliv  fartlwr  step 

he  had  long  keen  anxious  to  obtain,  and  to  secnre 

to  bim  which,  interest  had  been  makiHg  by   iiU 

Mtmb. 

*'  My  dear  madam,  this  is  crerytbing — every- 

fora  mail  with  tliv  talents  of  Mr.  Do  Grey. 

Your  soil,  1  am  convinced,  caii  iKiver  be  a  accon<l- 

uj'iwnKia;  he  has  both  ability  and  eloquence.     I 

sadenUnd  his  is  a  masterly  pen  ;  the  wbiiper  goes 

Ibt  odien  bare  the  wisdom  to  avail  tbemsclvea  of 

ill  the  signature  of  a  document  is  treqaently  all 

Ikt  belongs  to  a  great  man  in  it    Then  for  his 

tloqncDce — 1  doat  on  viotjncncc ;  It  is  a  gift  so 

dglUe^  so  encluintiiig:  true,  it  is  too  often  p«r- 

ftned;   but  En  this  world   tliere   is  confttantly  a 

ICHleDey  to  evil.     I  predict  bim  a  brilliaDt  career 

h  lie  next  session.     In  the  meantime  conHtder,  I 

fliOeat  you,  tbe  hint  I  gave  the  other  day,  regurvl- 

■If  the  possibility  of  bis  forming  a  splendid  alliance. 

It  ii  as  well  vie  sliould  be  pre[>ari-<l  beforeluuid  to 

■m,  and  in  IncC  to  assist,  his  good  fortune.     My 

Mxiely  for  Mr.  Uc  Grey's  success  in  life  makes 

■w  thus  importunate.     Your  influence  over  him  is 

Utfa,  that  I  am  per^uadt-d " 

"Pardon  me,"  interrupted   I>ady  Mornington; 
"  1  do  not  alvrays  R»d  tluit  I  have  Uib  inftucnoe ; 
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very, 
Mmfl 


jret  I  may  affirm,  that,  of  mnt),  h«  is  dii;  fon 
anil  one  the  inrwt  worthy  to  be  loved.     A 
till  the  object  iiri-wiiw  ilwlf " 

"  O,  you  must  not  think  of  waiting  till  it  pre- 
sents itself;  tltat  is  the  way  people  lose  w>  much 
lime.  1  hare  alwayit  found  it  better  to  act  with 
promptitude.  Yet  I  am  naturally  a  very  dmid 
|Mmon — exceedinf(ly  flcrupiilous."  M 

"  I  wish  to  believe  that  possible  of  which  yo^^ 
speak,"  «aid  Lrtdy  Moniington.     "  LutiU  iit  very 
dear  to  ra« — 1  have  his  happincsH  at  heart — I 
nervously  anxious  for  his   sueei'ss   in  life :    son 
nicer  feelings  ^vc  way  when  we  liaru  thus  at  h< 
tlte  welfare  of  an  idolized  cliild.     I  ny  this  in  con- 
fidence to  you,  because  you  ore  related  to  him  by 
the  ties  of  blood;  because  you  liave  kindly  in  tereetod 
yourself  in  his  advancement ;  and  because,  while  ^ 
am  delighting  myself  with  tiic  new  prospect  yoi^f 
exertions  have  tended  to  open  before  him,  I  cnnnot 
constrain  myself  to  answer  coldly  any  iiropositia 
that  is  made  to  me  regarding  tiim." 

"  I  feel  tlie  greatest  pleasure,  my  dear  Ladj 
Mornington,  in  liavingbeen  the  humble  iitstrumcnr 
of  rendering  to  you,  or  to  Mr.  De  Grey,  the 
slightest  service.  Mr.  Percival,  I  know,  has  been 
particularly  active;  be  assured  mo  that  Dotbing 
should  be  wonting  on  hiii  part :  such  an  asMuranee 
I  felt  convinced  would  be  fulfille<l;  fur  as  n  publd 
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a  man  of  principle,  tic  i«  ctm^ciotis  of  the 
jnporUDoe  of  every  species  of  puuctuality.  Vou 
im  loM  me  tberc  b  omuioiuiJly  stanv  diSiculry 
in  peraiadiiig  or  cnnviiicing  Mr.  Di*  Grey;  per- 
hlp«  you  cunilesvend  a  little — a  vi^y  liitlo — to  bis 
ptniliar  opinions.  Certainly,  it  is  al«ra)')i  omiuble 
Id  be  willing  to  do  this:  but  natural  foii<)ncs»— I 
un  oyigcil  to  bo  cvntinually  on  my  giuirj  myself, 
or  I  ikuuld  vntlungeri  p<-rhap«,  by  un  ill-judged 
ktilcj,  the  future  welliire  uf  Umaie  dear  liitle  creu- 
■um  ivbo  now  look  up  to  me  in  tUelr  lielplc«aiio»«. 
ll  it  M  natural  to  err  on  tlie  aide  of  kindness.  It 
tKtm  (o  me  that  if  Mr.  De  Grey  could  come  down 
■on  in  the  shooting  season — early  or  late,  just  aa 
suit  bim  b«8t — wo  should  bave  it  in  our 
pnt  to  put  into  execution  a  little  plan :  you  cun- 

ytt  Hee  all  its  eligibility.  There  Is  a  charming 
Ij — two  delightful  daiight«n(,  co-Iicirvases — 
^\'f  live  miles  from  us — indeed  the  Kime  idea 
'^ntni\  to  Mr.  Percival." 

Ttie  tune  idea,  howrever,  had  not  oKurrcd  lo 
'^y  Moriiiiigton ;  still  she  doubted  the  propriety 
'^placing  bet  entire  confidence  in  the  persevering 
^'^tive  of  her  son.  Mrs.  IVrctval  bitd  {uiuscd 
filter  iilmiptly;  she  guessed  what  was  {>a.i!>iiig  in 
"'^minii  of  I^y  Moriiiiigtoi). 

"  I  am  cunviiiced,"  shi}  »aid,  at  last,  "  that  you 
^"M  tlirow  aome  light  on  our  frpecululioms  if  you 
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plcaMfl.  Tbey  ar«  indeed  very  uncertain ;  s 
eoosidered  tt  my  duty  to  lay  tliem  before  you. 
if  you  wwild  fiivour  in«  m  fur  as  to  stste  what 
might  \>t  your  own  ideas  on  tlic  Hiiltjcct,  mine 
•bould  give  way  to  yours  Jntitantftneoui^ly.  I  hope  1 
can  alwaya  norilice  my  own  prejudie«R  to  tlie  In* 
clinations  of  my  frientU.  1  tniglu  indeed  hsTe 
flattered  myself  with  tlie  hoi>e  of  success — we  are 
so  easily  flattered  by  our«elvca  or  others — yet  I 
confess  it  is  natural  you  sbould  look  to  your  own 
nci^bbourliood  in  preference  to  mine." 

Mr*.  PcrdvTil  biiKimle^l  tlie  remark  judid' 
enougli)  and  she  saw  th»t  the  flush  fiiintly  ii 
for  u  moment,  on  ibe  sUI)  fino  features  of  Lad; 
Mornitigtun. 

**  A  neighbourhood  so  extenflive !    So  opulent 
Mrs.  Percival  again  paused,  to  run  through  in  Itec 
own   mind,   as  far  as   lier   knowledge   went,   tiim 
&Bulies  that  composed  it.     Of  the  interior  of  soi 
of  these  families  sbc  knew  little;  of  others, 
titled  ones,  she  knew  more.     In  an  instant  or 
the  diminished  circle  vtta  narrowed  again ;  abc 
conrinced  that  she  bad  discovered  tlie  wcr^tt  de«i«J 
of  Lady  Momingtou.     Her  plan  was  fonned 
eordiogly : — 

"  How  delighifiitly  (lioae  flowers  smell !  t  am  s* 
fond  of  flowers !  1  used  to  paint  tliem  once,  but  Z 
got  envious  of  the  superiority  of  luture.     ApropoHl 
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of  flowrrn,  and  flower  pBJnring ;  there  in  gome 
uqiittit«  fiiiukhiiig  ill  that  vcrvvn  Min  Oelleide 
ilioireti  to  jrcHi  jresterdiy.  If  I  idmirv  llic  accom- 
ptiihmeot,  I  ulnire  tke  person  favrwlf  still  more. 
I  Yd  1  ant  not  very  ea«ly  pleased — I  ineau  u  to 
[  beuty — I  look  on  it  in  reforvnoe  to  tlie  mind.  I 
n^t  that  my  limited  alay  En  tJib  nc!{{)ibourliDod 
tin  prevent  me  tlic  plenure  of  obtaining  Miss 
BtUeiile's  friendnliip;  ]  can  fully  appronato  its 
niat.  i  un  an  etithatiuM  in  friendship  Hie 
mdenta  seen  to  Imve  unHvntood  it  better  than 
«t  do ;  not  tltnc  I  oii^ht  perhnfxt  to  inut  mvMlf  to 
ihit  to  tlic  andenlc — I  know  but  little  about 
AfRi.  DoDbtlois  there  are  many  doimunts  un 
^  Belietxlc'H  hrart.  Do  you  think  ftlic  will  he 
•iwwl  to  chootte  for  heraelf?  Lady  Meldoii  jut- 
■pa — iter  quietiieta  I  believe  ia  somewhat  miii{>li:il 
*itli  punctilio  and  positivenrm ;  those  placid  per- 
"nt  will  liavc  ilieir  way  snmeiimcs — sliv  bus  pro- 

I Wily  her  jilanit — msiy  I  ask  if  you  know  them  f 
I  "  1  un  not  in  tlie  confiitence  of  Lady  Meldon," 
fcplicd  Ijidy  Mornin^on,  rather  coldly. 
"  It  i<t  n  rvnuirk  1  haw  often  had  ocrasion  to 
■>Uhe,"  taid  Mm.  Pcrcival,  "  that  the  confidence 
^v  purloin,  is  wortli  infinitely  more  than  the  con- 
fi'ittice  that  ia  given.  Yet,  do  not  misumlet«und 
**><:  I  ihotild  be  Hotry  you  should  consider  me  of 
^'^  intnnivc  or  exacting  disposition.  1  may  ssfely 
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say  I  have  no  cariosity.  I  ant  too  iDuch  w«ldf 
to  my  own  firvsiilr,  atid  too  consciuia  of  the  t»ne~ 
tity  of  the  6Te«Hlc  in  general,  to  feel  in  (lie  alighimt 
degree  warranted  in  leaving,  on  any  light  and 
frivolous  ifrouiid,  my  pectiliar  circle  for  another. 
There  are,  liowever,  occasions  when  we  iniut  coo- 
it  to  give  u|)  our  lime,  an<l  act  contrary  to  our 
'or<linary  opinions.  I  shoutil  hold  mysolf  aiitlio- 
rixed  to  do  ihin,  if  I  imagined  my  poor  inilLieiioe 
could  be  of  the  slightest  benefit  to  my  fomily  or 
my  friends.  In  such  cases,  1  repeat,  I  wouhl  etk^ 
denvour  to  obltun  an  insiifht  into  tho  vicw«  o^ 
olliers.  My  dt-ur  Liuly  Mornirigton,  I  cannot  but 
believe  that  in  similar  cmergenciea  you  might  be 
tempted  to  set  the  ume.  You  see  1  am  very  can> 
did.  Lord  Meldon  is  an  old  acquaintance  of  mine 
— of  which  probably  you  were  not  aware :  u  moat 
good  natured  man  lie  is,  and  n  capital  cliess  )ilayer : 
I  osed  (o  pby  uiih  him  years  ago;  not  with  llie 
hope  of  beating  him,  ttiougli  thai  might  chance  to 
happen  now  and  tlicn — the  best  players  may  make 
nn  occasionid  oversight ;  if  I  profited  by  those  over- 
sights, the  merit  was  Mr,  Perciral's,  who  was  my 
M>le  iiistntctor  in  titut  delightful  game.  Lord  Mel- 
don therefore  being,  as  I  have  «ai<l,  an  old  atui 

eatecmeil  acquaintance and  he  may  luive 

no  parucular  views — tliere  ran  a  story  indeed  when 
I  was  in  (own,  some  months  ago — I  bare  only  jutt  - 
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HMUected  it— tint  Mia*  Bellcisic  was  to  marry 
C^oin  CoaiDgsby." 

Lkdy  Morningtoi)  sCBited. 

"Yes — Lord  llaslingliUD'a  o»usin,  yau  know — 
ibI  m  different  fron  Lord  HasliDgbam  as  it  u 
foaibit  for  any  one  to  conceive ;  I  mmn  m  to  ili»- 
jMHtion  uid  miinnrr;  tticy  are  recboned  very  like 
hpmon.   Did  you  ever  see  Captain  C<>niii^Kf>y  'f 

"  1  nw  liim  yean  ago — but  he  bat  been  mucb 
ihrmd.  Hubert  knew  bim  better  tban  i  did — be 
wA  to  meet  witb  him  io  town."  Lady  Moming- 
(■  paused  u  moment  "  1  remember  he  was 
ll«tjrH  intimate  with  tLe  Meldons." 

"I  cannot  bear  to  think  that  the  report  should 
■*>e  Wl  any  good  foundution,"  contitiurd  Mm. 
PnrinI;  "for,  to  own  the  ttutti,  a  Hudden  idea  bus 
<<tiiRcd  to  me,  that  if  Mr.  De  Grey  could  xucceed 
■  •  •  •  you  understand  me.  I  am  sure  there  would 
■*  ttidicuttie'i,  but  he  would  smootli  tliem  down, 
["orided  always  we  had  Captain  Coningsby  out  of 
l^>  ny.  People  in  the  world  will  suy  it  i»  im- 
tMnble.  She  will  be  lieirem  to  nil  Lord  Meldon's 
Tfnonnl,  and  to  muvli  of  bis  landed,  property.  A 
try  little  of  the  latter  goes  with  the  title.  But 
"wiU  no  DOCMwn  for  her  to  marry  yet;  for  my 
*•"  part,  I  do  not  think,  at  present,  nhc  I*  at  all 
fadincd  to  marry :  1  told  Lord  Huslingham  ho, 
'■t  night,  and  he  agreed  with  me.     Lady  Meklon 
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bits  \n-en  an  inralM  for  yenni;  I  Aire  say  %h« 
iioi  live  long.  Ati  for  LonI  Meldoti,  lie  iit  a.4  blimll^ 
dcvotnl  a  parent  ns  wc  could  desire.  He  lias  I 
a  very  amiable  simplicity  of  feeling  about  htm ;  t(  h 
on  that  account  1  nm  to  partial  to  him.  lie  lliinka. 
that  Wyuiid  u  cerUiin  point  it  is  ncvillrsif  to  ut^ 
on  fortune :  let  but  the  suitor  of  Im  duugUtcr  put 
in  the  claim  of  birth,  I  feci  assun-d  be  will  coo* 
sidcr  it  Huflident.  Tlien  we  have  to  remember, 
tltat  a  few  moulbs  will  do  every  thing  for  Mr.  I>e 
Grey — we  have  liad  younger  men  on  the  top  of  the 
la(l<UT  beforft  now." 

"  1  confess,"  said  Lady  Mornifigton,  " , 
struck,  as  I  have  been,  with  the  beaut}*  and 
acqiiircmonU  of  Mi««  lielleiitlc,  1  am  the  mon 
pre|>iirisl  to  indiilfj^e  Hueb  an  i<lm  ha  lliiit  which  voa 
Itavc  ju4t  raist'd  u)>  before  me.  tint  1  must  rntrcal 
that  to  no  otlier  person  you  will  breathe  a  syllable 
of  tfaia."  M 

"  My  dear  Lady  Mornington,"  said  Mrs,  I'erw" 
val|  witli,  as  the  French  would  say,  an  air  of  touch- 
ing solemnity]  and  taking  t)i«  pale  hand  of  ibm 
person  she  addressed  between  both  her  own,  "if  I 
were  one  who  esred  little  for  my  woni,  I  &iioulH  say 
immediately,  your  wisih  shall  be  complied  witb  ii»> 
plicilly;  hut  my  reverence  for  uitoeritydoe^  not  p«r> 
mil  me  t»>  do  thi«.  I  never  yet  concealed,  nor  do  1 
ever  intend  to  conceal,  anything  from  Mr.  I'erci' 
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"Buiihts  U  mi  ailiiir  which  must  be  bo  totally 
■interetliiig  to  Mr.  I'vrcivul,  Mon  tiovor  iliinlc 
rf  tath  liiiiigs :  thry  anly  Nmiln  Kt  otir  folltni." 
"YoVDre  not  awar*.-,"  mid  Mt«.  IVrcival,  "  of 
extrcmr  gootl  imture,  or  you  would  be  nnflvr 
'  Mip|ir4)li4'tiiHUii  of  Ute  kind  you  mention.  Bondes, 
h  U  impocsible  I  can  act  witboul  liis  unction. 
SCen  I  1j>  do  lo,  I  sboald  be  tnakinu;  liim  a  poor 
nUin  Tor  dte  oonlidrncp  lio  h  so  kind  ns  to  pbct 
km. 

Lady  Momington  had  nothing  to  ofTcr  in  reply 
Id  111  argument  Touttded  on  the  line  feelings  of 
iln.  Pvrciiml :  fur  the  r«3)ly  would  imv«  •lidtnl,  In 
■II  probability,  a  dwctumuti  on  the  (etUugn  tli«m- 
nlna. 

"And  iiaw,"  reoumed   Mrs.  Percivnl,  "that  we 
Bra  both  tinppily  agreed  as  to  the  eligibility  of  Mr. 
De  Grey  making  up  his  mind  to  pleaw  Mbs  Belle- 
Isle.  Uie  question  arise*,  when  will   he   have  the 
opportunity  of  doing  so?    It  b  always  better  to 
oofWMler  things  logically.     We  do  not  thoroughly 
mdetMuid  a  subject,   if  we  go  to  it  in  a  wrong 
direction.     I  have  Aometimea  ventured  to  look  into 
Bncnn's  l^mya,  when  tliey  dianeed  lo  be  upon  the 
table,  and  I  hate  been  delighted  at  (lie  cleorne« 
of  bi>  reasoning.     When  do  you  expect  Mr.  De 
Grey  ngain  «t  Moniington?" 
"  in  tJire«  wreki^  tine ;  indeed,  1  am  qtiite  dts- 
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trc^cd  tlint  ihiagt  should  have  larned  ont  so  hD' 
luckily.  You  Hay  you  canoot  possibly  Btay  with  ui 
above  ten  days  longer.  Hubert  and  1  regret  thl 
very  tnucb.  I  wiohcd  yon  (o  have  wen  Louts 
Must  you  really  be  nt  Mr.  Owen's  at  the  time  yoi 
ini-utioiied  '(  or  could  we  not  perHuade  you  to  vitf 
us  ajrain,  on  your  return  from  Wales  t°' 

Lmly  Morningtan  pressed  this  with  perfec 
aincerilv,  but  alie  n'os  not  without  suspicion  iha 
Dc  Grey  somewhat  dexterously  availed  himself  c 
the  plea  of  busint^s,  to  keep  out  of  the  way  c 
Mrs.  PeTcival.  M 

"  I  am  not  exactly  awnro  what  mny  be  iff 
Percival's  arrangements;  tl>cy  multiply  every  d«^ 
but  if  by  any  mvans  we  ouuld  permit  ourwlves  (h 

pleasure I  am  somewhat  uneasy,  howevea 

at  the  idea  of  tlib  lengthened  absence  from  ic? 
children.  I  had  a  letter  from  tlieir  govcrnen  Om 
morning,  enclosing  one  from  Georgiana,  and  aa 
other  from  Charles.  Poor  thing*,  they  beg  mamiM 
to  come  back;  ibey  tell  me  they  miss  me 
Mr.  De  Grey,  then,  will  certainly  be  here  wii 
the  month  ?" 

"  I  have  every  reaBon  to  titink  so." 
"  We  must  see  if  by  any  possibility  we  can 
trive  ibo  meeting.    There  is  one  point  whi' 
must  press  on  your  consideration,  that  ts,  the  n 
ccssily  of  keeping    Mr.   De   Grey 
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Tbnv  eannot  be  too  much  caution  ohitcrvtrd 
llNa^oot:  I  am  sure  you  w!ll  )>o  discrret:  all 
■ill  litpi-nd  upon  iL  W«  follow  mucli  murp  nn- 
unlljr,  wbm  noUiing  icmhdi  w  tlut  we  *re  li.><t." 
"  hotik  has  vome  fltnnge  idcat,"  obwrred  IjuW 
Mtrtimgum ; "  be  luu  told  me  tlial  be  nerrr  in«>nii* 
bbetfl  love." 

"lluit  will  nuJce  irat  the  ti]i^hte«t  ditTercnee; 
ii&ct,  I  am  now  more  determined  tluin  i-%-cr  (par- 
^  wy  teal)  that  he  •ball  be  so.  It  i»  proper  to 
ptmh  tbcMe  who  form  rsfili  TenolulionH." 

"  Louis  thought,"  said  Lady  Morningtoit,  with 
*4nilet  "  that  Ite  waa  making  anything  but  a  rath 
•ne." 

*'  All !"  cried  M«.  Pcreivnl,  "  we  know  ooraelvee 
**>  little !  I  believe,  firmly  believe,  that  hia  affets 
(*0m  are  destined  to  steady  him.  Love  malce*  a 
*«rioaa;  I  know  that  to  my  cwtL  Yet  1  was  na(n> 
ItUy  on«  of  ibe  no*!  Itj^ht-bearted  of  bdti^.  I 
**a  abaolulely  aahimed  now,  when  I  remember  the 
'imping  fita  of  my  youth :  you  look  increduloiu — 
1  tcfcf  you  to  Mr.  I'ercival." 

At  ihia  isomant  the  door  opened,  and  I^rd  Ha't- 
Unf^haiB  appflared :  nil  recollection  of  tlic  playful- 
*>«4iorber  youtii  dei)«/t«d  from  Mra.  Percival,  and 
•^  W  IpiBUte  U*  rwiume  llie  quiet  dignity  of  ma- 
inriir.  Slia  imaginMl  she  had  pTopitiuted  iind  won 
^      *^*pproval  of  Lord  Haslinghamj  and  few  things 
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did  Mre.  Fercival  like  bc-tlor,  tlmn  to  obtain 
good  opinionft  of  tlio«c  ubont  li«r :  not  bvcuutf  she 
often  love<l  Ibe  peraon*  in  whose  Mciety  »be  foun*! 
herself,  but  becauHe,  beinj^  in  tbeir  societVi  fbo  con- 
sidered it  convenient  in  all  caw-' — and  in  some 
(leutubte — to  render  tliem  partially  dependent  on 
Jier. 

Slie  was  by  this  time  fully  nwarc  of  l>ord  H 
liiijfliuin's  intemlLtl  dcpnrture,  and  of  iu  cauMj 
had  talked  to  him  in  a  ttyle  which  »he  canxidered 
rxactty  calculated  to  please  him :  her  half-hinted 
conMolattons  had  glided  off  witli  tlie  most  in&inn- 
ating  tiuvettl-  into  jent  and  smile,  and  the  jest  and 
smile  iu  turn  wero  chastened  into  scntimenl  and 
iKiftnoas.  Lord  Ilaslingham  was  somctimos  weariirtl 
witli  tlie  eommiuiicalire  friendship  lints  forcvtl  on 
his  uoceplanco ;  but  we  cannot  alway*  c«capc  from 
tlial  which  wearies  its.  It  might  Itave  been  danfj;*!^ 
pus  too,  in  the  position  in  which  he  stood,  lud  hm 
excited  the  displciisiirc  of  Mrs.  IVrcivul.  | 

It  may  bo  conjectured  that  he  was  conscious  of 
no  trifling  vexation,  wh^n,  on  entering  iJic  apart- 
ment in  which  lie  had  been  given  to  underatund 
lie  should  find  La«)y  Morningttni,  he  dtscovvr«) 
with  ber  tlie  very  person  whose  quickness  of  ob* 
wivalioH  lie  dreaded,  and  whuso  volubility  of  tongue 
kepi  pace  witit  l»er  observation.  For  these  acd- 
dciiU  of  life»  ax  Mrs.  I'ercival  could  luive  told  btm» 
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I  bowerrr  »o  remedy ;  atid  Lord  IIasling>- 
,  RfifHirently  all  courtesy,  accepted  n  wnt  on  die 
nuch  benide  Lady  Morninf^toa. 

"  I  oiiglit  lo  diiiik  myself  much  lionourMl,**  HMii 
Lily  Moniin^nti,  '*  in  finding  my  Mxiicly  tints 
toi^lit,  «(  0.  monent  trbea  I  slioutt)  cuiisidcr  it 
illuwuUtf  if  you  were  to  (ilay  the  tnuint  ooculoo- 
(Itj-  in  imliteneM) ;  you  go  away  no  MQii,  that  every 
oiuRifnt  must  be  valuBbte." 

"Tbat  is  exactly  nliy  Lord  Haslingliiun  teela  it 
indiifiuatble  to  crowd  a  liutidred  obli)fntioii*  into 
*  narrow  «pooe.  l>o  I  not  ipeak  your  opinion,  my 
Lwl?" 

"lam  always  too  Imppy  to  find  myself  in  sucli 
*>wty  on  I  nm  ftt  prcocnt  enjoying,"  said  Lord 
iUtlingham  witii  a  bow. 

"  Hjive  we  n  right  to  so  ){rcut  a  compliment  ?*' 
niii  Mn.  t'crciviil,  iroiling  at  L«i1y  Mornliiglon. 

"A  right,  il  Lor<I  ll»<iling|]um  clioa»o«  lo  pay 
It  lu,  perhapH,"  Huid  Liuly  Mornington. 

"But  can  lie  dMwee  whether  Ue  tthuU  |wy  it  or 
r'otf  Be  find^i  himself  surrounded.  There  ii  iiu 
[SiKhim." 

'  No  liopc  for  me,"  wid  Lord  Until  ingluim,  with 
•»owion. 

"  I  on  conjecture  with  tolerable  accuracy,  my 
"fit  that  your  tlioitghts  nt«  wiuidcriug  awuy  from 
1^  cooiplimenln.  Wc  cannot  but  own  ourselves 
o4 


titerc  »  a  gnantmi  of  (l««cpfl 

Kortuiiately    my  <loine»Uc   Imbiti 
some  degree  from  the  containin 
diankfitl    for    tlie  favourable  ci 
Dourisli  in  mc  this  lore  of  home, 
loo  seven-  uii  tbc  follies  itiat  1  »c< 
distanec;  people  canitot  always 
ImpcrfecdoiiH  of  one  kimi  or  oth 
us.     1  ought  to  teach  myself  patl 
beeo  spoiled,  and  spoiled  cliildreu  1 
I  check  this  hastiness  of  judgmeiil 
it  is  decidedly  uiiamiable :    and] 
sidcr "  ' 

Dtirittg  this  spe«cii,  Mn.  Vei 
playing  witli  the  roRe  leaves  in  tii 
I<ord  Uaalingliain,  vrbcii  in  a  gi 
chanced  to  bo  bis  jusl  now,  bad  d 
sel  w  eagerly  in«]uiri-d  for  by  Hori 

"  Good  Heaven  ! "  exduimedj 
starting  up,  "  wlial  is  there  in  t 
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bui  you  will  pardon  me ;  I  cannot  <»]n<]uor  my 
rnfing;*  in  that  respHt.  When  I  wsa  in  Liftl>on 
^  Mr.  Hercintl,  toon  uftcr  our  nuirrin^e,  lie  vni 
•trag  by  ■  Morpion.  1  Iww  ncwr  rvcovcrMl  tht 
•kock  1  rconved :  In  Hubjects  that  affm  (Jic  linirl, 
M  RHoning  is  admitiaible." 

"  Bot(   my  dear   Mrs.  Pertival,   iJtere  ire   no 
iNc|i)ona  in   Knglsnd)"    nid    Lady   >furiiiti)^m 
*<Mfcin|fly :  for  the  bad  bc«»  not  a  little  alarmeil 
[by  tbe  tlldtI^n  emotion  of  lier  visitor. 

No,   1  nuglit  to  remember  tliat :"    and  Mrs. 
I*ercira]  nsaumed  the  air  of  one  endeavourinj;  to 
"fcll  back  tlie  nerves  into  order.    "  I  «aa  fooliHb — 
^acoemvely  foolisli — I,  wbo  was  just  talking  of  llie 
'Villy  ofotlHrre.     I  fiball  not  rr^et  llio  alarm,  if  1 
'«am  from  it  ii   little  adilitionnl  ctiarity.      1  am, 
''■Jrtkwinore,  determined  to  inflict  penance  on  my- 
self: ibe  Roman  Catbolic  doctrine  on  tkat  bead 
^]>|iears  to  me  exctuiable; — do  we  not  admit  the 
T>iiBttple  in  regiinl  to  children '     I  draw  my  cluiir 
^VwT  to  you.  Lord   Haslingham,  witb  tlie  fixed 
vvMlation  to  superintend  your  labours   unshrink- 
ivgly.   But  you  have   done  nothing ;  every  rose- 
leal  is  w  1  leftiL" 

"It  is  a  pity  to  diMarb  any  tbing  bo  beautiful, 

"  Do  you  never  disturb  any  thing  iU  beautiful  ?" 
^^  Mr*.  Pcnjival,  empbatically. 
o  6 
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Lord  Iluslingltam  slightly  coloured,  m 
tito  vase  gently  towards  the  n-ntrc  of  the  table 
Mrs.  I'crcivurH  liorror  of  the  enemy  in  ambuMid 
was  ultogotlicr  dissipated:  in  fact,  a  sudden  id* 
haA  occurred  lo  lier,  that  tlie  missing  ornament  fi 
the  purs«  liad  been  the  innon-nt  muse  of  tlic  aUt 
She  liu<l  her  huud  on  l^ord  Hcislinghain'it,  urul  iJi 
<{uickn«M  aiid  dexterity  of  the  inovcffleiit  effccto 
what  rthe  wished :  the  vase  inclined  to  one  side; 
|ti>rtio>i  of  the  rose-lcavesi  and  tJie  tassel  atuflog 
tliem,  fell  scattered  h«forc  her. 

Mrs.  I'errivul  looked  at  Lord  Hasliii^hiiin  wi 
n  provoking  smile,  and  then  Iteld  up  tlic  rccoveto 
treiuure  to  the  gaze  of  Lady  Moriiin^ton. 
Moniiiigtuii  smiled  also. 

"  Now,  Lady  Mornington,  did  yea  ever  hear 
liny  tiling  80  intolerable  as  this?  ]  pronounce 
you,  my  Lord,  a  philosopher  of  the  coldest  itature  s 
even  tlie  prescnee  of  tlic  hidy  yoti  had  robbed  haJ 
no  power  lo  move  you;  you  looked  on  all  I 
trouble  you  had  caused,  and  vouchsafnl  no  con 
lalion.  O,  1  hope  Mlsa  Mornington  will  pun: 
you  as  you  deserve !  You  sinned  a  second  tim 
too — you  Kuid  DoUiing  to  me  in  the  midst  of  my 
torron.  L'pon  my  honour,  I  cnunot  prerail  on 
myself  to  forg^ive  yon :  you  have  reminded  me  of 
iin  incident  so  distressing,  (liat  I  feel  inclined 
visit  you  with  all  my  iudi^ation  for  your  cruel 
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nir*  I  Utali  drnitn  «)Ui«r  or  the  scorpion  or 


"  1  nm  cxdNKlingly  sorry  I  ihotild  luivr  occa- 
ioti«d  this  agitation ;  I  rv^nt  that  I  ever  loucltcd 

'tlMFaMCI." 

"  Au  idminian  of  the  liact  *     X.otcI  liulingliun 

mpfftwet  of  tbe  doctrine  of  confesBion  its  ronch  as 

X  do  of  that  of  peuuDce,  it  would  seem,"  mid  Mrs. 

Ptrciral  to  Lady  Mornington ;  "  you  oWrvc  he 

auanpts  itot  to  deny  tbe  delinquency.     I  am  quite 

mauiou*  Miu  Morniogtoii  Hliould  bear  of  tlie  dis- 

ooKiy.     Howerer,  if  it  is  your  wisb  to  impart  it 

Vo  ber  yourself,  1  shall  Itold  myself  bound  nut  to 

fateaial  the  information.      Oh  !  that  I  could  but 

ruave  ^lunwed  at  die  itipfrehtrit  ynterday  raorn- 

*<i|{*     1  bop«   when    you   eiDbetztoil   this   pretty 

pint  of  linsel,  it  was  not  witli  ibe  evil  hopi.'  of 

^ppuiiiling  Mr.  De  Grey  of  tbe  ^ft  ibnt  had 

Wo  promised  himV" 

"  1  certainly  was  not  thiukin);  of  Mr.  De  Grey* 
*Vii  with  tno»t  unlucky  finger  I  touched  it,"  uiid 
^  Uaslingliam. 

"  You  considered  no<  to  whom  the  taMel  waa  to 
V>^  Perhaps  you  tbouglit  ta  little  of  tbe  person 
"*»«»«  to  send  iti"' 

"  Perhaps  I  might  be  loo  idle  to  think  at  all ; 
"  Olfcer,  perhaps  I  did  not  consider  the  subject 
*^  thinking  of." 

o  6 


~I  titongtit  ot  fM>tiun;>  I 
fied  witli  every  Uiing?" 

"  Slay  I  ask   ixovr  long  tbc   spirl 
remained  uitU  yoiir  Lord«liip?     Cutii 
tiian  Itappiuess;  I  hope  you  liave  car| 
with  you  till  now.' 

"  1  am  DM  (juitc  oerlaiii  of  that ;  w| 
to  be  discontcDted  wdtb  the  present." 

"  O,  wliat  un  ungracious  inference  ! 
wouUI  but  have  answereil  to  tbe  point,  I 
have  tormented  you  w  long.  I  assure 
done  it  all  on  principle;  your  want 
called  for  a  little  gentle  dUcipline ; 
Moroinftton  cannot  underlake  your  def 

"  1  have  not  yet  abandoned  it  myself 

"  And  you  reuUy  imagine  you  ba 
better  of  lu  :*  You  take  refuge  l> 
sophistry  ;  you  tlilnk  that  wi>,  in  our  fi 
ranee,  sliall  not  find  it  out.  Perhapt 
ucoeed  in  some  measure  wiib  m£ 
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be  tacittirniiy  of  y^^iurdfty  is  unpardonable. 
RtCKinber,  too,  tltut  ike  person  who  it  Rppcorcd 
ptobeble  would  auSer  from  it  wiu  your  itoii.  I 
■ant  on  your  being  jealoua  of  Lord  Ha^liugliani'!) 
■wt  of  CO tm idem! ion  for  Mr.  Dc  Grey.  Il  is 
my  unamiuble  to  tmtcl)  unotlKT  suspiciously,  but 
T«f(cUy  amiable  to  <ratcli  fir  another  luixioiuly  ; 
uliball  bold  you  justified  Id  taking  tbe  alann, 
id'  kteping  a  rtfplant  look  out.  Tliis  sort  of 
jaWy  is  so  allowable,  bo  usefnt ;  it  acts  as  an 
kliBtnible  cbeck  on  tliv  vagarin  of  oitbcr  men  or 
*<aiea:  I  may  venture  to  My  thus  ftur,  without 
iIk  ttif;btosI  feeling  of  hesitntion.  Of  jealousy, 
popetly  so  called,  I  know  tiolbing.  Now,  my 
^  Lady  Morningtoni  wliat  is  your  opinion  of 
^'•iKuy  ?  It  is  samelimef  eligible  lo  compare  our 
iittt  «ith  those  of  others,  especially  when  personal 
*^I>rn«iec  la  not  at  hand  to  assiat  ns.  1  could 
'*ocy  jealousy  a  passion  rather  more  easy  to 
''ktibe  ihiin  pleasant  ro  feel.  I.,ookiiig  at  the 
^^Mription  of  lite  feeling>  I  should  pronounce  that 
^(^  felt  extremely  uncomfortable  when  be  wa» 
i«*lim»." 

"  It  i«  possible  to  feel  extremely  uncomfortable, 
"'ttiaut  being  jealous,"  saitl  Lord  Ilaflin^bum, 
P^^ed  at  the   laanner  and  words  of  Mrs.  Per- 

'  Eactly  so ;  the  wonder  b  lli«n  wby  people 


linn  my  unit  nr^nmmts:  it  is  iij 
you  oiccc  tliG  ■ubjoct  fairly." 

••  Whnt  [  if  I  do  not  dei^in  th^ 
fair  onei"' 

'<  Really,  I  can  see  no  objcvt 
Ivattt     Itcsimo  on  naiurully  enou^ 

"  Prrhups  it  would  go  olf  imiur 
allow  it  do  Ko." 

"  It  Khali  Slay  nt  tcntt  till  I  liav 
dncribwd.     Tbe  Minpte  trutli  ia 
begin  with  Mimjile  1  rutin — — " 

"  Dat  1  suspect,"  inlerrupt^t  La 
"  tluiti  ill  thii  triKliiiice,  tJicy  ar«  ti 
1  do  not  think  it  poMible  to  <I«6ni 
■mple  miiniier  yo«  propose:  it  is 
lion,  and  requires  complex  tenns  to 

I^dy  Murniti);loii  siiid  tlii»,  ht 
«eived  llial  Mrs.  IVrcirul  had  (l«t« 
would  bkvc  an  answer  to  ber  qm 

iivsral  it  herself. 
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in  coaMqueiice  of  my  luiuKituUdn  witli  liiin, 

kave  ■c<)ulrc<l  sume  insi^lit  into  a  ticiunce,  Uiv 

lint  jirincipW  of  vrliidi  it  woalil  un<loubtefU}r  b« 

«n«f  my  prpvince  to  Mutly,  and  U-yoiiil  my  capa- 

Vky  to  uMor." 

"  AmI  where  we  cannot  maMcr  tb*!  lint  priti* 
^tt"  aiid  Lord  Hiulingliam,  "  it  ia  bui  reuon- 
*Ue  In  ni|ipoM  tJuii  tlic  scronco  wiU  not  b«  ibe 
■nift  for  our  enilcavtiuni,  nor  wc  tha  brttcr  for  llui 

*It  i«  a  point  concmlpd,  if  we  are  allovri-d  not 
B  W  tiie  worse  fur  it,"  iiaid  Mrs.  Pcrcivml. 

"  A  poiot  eonci.'dcrf,  b  nut  in  every  instance  a 
puftt  gained,"  trail  the  reply, 

"  I  iave  often  accused  yon,  in  my  own  mind,  of 
Wng  itngrateful  even  (or  a  poUn  gained,"  re- 
■■Ud  Mti,  Percival,  (juickly,  "  I  will  have 
"•"PWJOM  on  you;  I  will  leave  you  to  repent  of 
TWr  inj^ratitiidc  tn  time,  anil  to  talk  of  your  rc- 
PraiMce  to  Lady  Moriiington.'* 

Mn,  P«rcival  att  the  Ajmke  arose ;  slie  bad  jier- 
*™«dere  lliia  that  the  mind  of  Lord  Haalingbam 
^  P»C-Occiipipd ;  nitd  the  pre-occopati«n  seemed 
"Wthe  only  admisBible  e.xcuscfor  ibc  grave,  and 
'"'  b«  &nK''>'  *''■»  ***''  *^icli  be  had  met  her 
"•liefy.  Slie  felt  tolerably  ccrUiin  also,  lliat  he 
■*«l  ■  privntc  interview  with  I^dy  Morningtoii. 
''  »!«  belter,    dIic    wiid   to   herself,    to  humour 


pcciaily  still,  those  of  such 
lingham. 

All   Lord  Hasb'Dgham'B  co 
wheu  lie  discovered  that  Mn 
claim  to  it  only  &  DUMnent  < 
stopped  at  the  door  to  rally  h 
He  smiled  agtun,  and  she  pasK 


CHAPTER  XVI. 


"  Mark  ow  eootnet." 

Tms  WtHKB'*  T*LC. 

iHtioKniew  ho  considciutcly  (acilitaud  by  Mrau 
"tind,  proved  to  be  a  l«>g  one ;  moA  Lord 
"'^'uigliun  congratulated  himMlf  in  finding  in 
^J  MontingtoD  one  who  understood  his  feelings, 
^  "Iio  sliowe^l  herself  willing  to  excuse,  rutber 
^  lo  blame,  th«  sensilivenew  wbich  held  bim  in 

^tim  immediate  result  of  the  interview  heknvw 
^'vag :  Lady  Mornington,  while  ttbc  •ootbv<l  him 
"■cli  «tery  promise  wbose  performance  rested  with 
^'■df,  consadereil  it  but  delicate  and  prudent  to 
'^'Wtl  from  bim  her  intention  of  looking  into  tlic 
^*n,  Dud  appealing  to  the  feminine  consciougneiis, 
"Kontifc 

Wd  Hastii^hain  had  scarcely  departed,  when 
^t  li|;bt  laogb  of  Honda  rang  tbtoujjb  tlie  gallery 


Her  eyes  danced  li^litly,  her 
yet  there  bad  been  notliing  u 
the  cbeerfulnesa ;   and  there  w 
Momington  thought,  to  call  for 
she  not  about  to  bid  adiea  to  tl 
her? 

Yet  Lady  Momington  for  a  w 
to  disturb  that  hilarity  of  the  b 
courted  its  increase.  Gradually 
passed  away ;  and  the  calmness 
succeeded  gave  place  in  its  turn  l 
that  accorded  better  with  the  ponl 
stood. 

Lady  Momington  availed  herst 
fovourabl^  and  she  lialf  smiled  wl: 
that  emotion  seemed  sometimes  a 
with  Horatia.  She  pursued  her  in 
most  guarded  caution ;  it  was  of  i 
compromise  Lord  Haslineham.  »' 
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nate,  would  be  required  from  (be  lover  and  ihe 
IP    Wlor cd- 

■  Hotntia  Uitened  witli  indiinuiifr  brow,  brH  Uie 
Ve^e  that  flared  not  look  up  ai  Ijidy  Mornington 
K<wbuay  witli  its  teara.  'Diere  traa  in  tbe  frrnet 
^Pof  die  fiubmissioD  sometbinf;  to  subdued,  Uiat  it 
ifpnrod  evident  to  Lmly  Mornin^ton,  tbat  if  ibc 
luacature  ibe  counnL-lled  wat  li«ienin)T  witb  Iicr 
I       *lule  Blind  tu  friembkiiip,  kbe  ww  at  leu^t  not  im- 

I  oilEnK  M  S'*'®  "P  ^'  'i^'  li^rt  lo  love. 
H  SoiMthing  like  a  doubt  as  to  the  nature  of  tbe 
^^  Moment  felt  by  lier  grandcbild  for  LonI  UnslJug- 
t*a,  Iiud  previously  presented  itself  to  Ludy  Mur- 
iingtoo.  It  had  had  its  origin  id  Uie  unixiitstraincd 
>Oil(Udid  munncr  of  HoiuUn.  Hut  nliu  diunltMid  it 
inoi  lier  now :  wlut  nvailcil  indeed  to  tbink  of  it? 
''(■nda,  if  sclfHleceit'cd,  cheriiihed  the  deception. 
^  had  bidden  utlien  look  oo  it  as  Ualb :  nlie  bad 
iMpled  tlie  offer  of  Lord  Ilaalingham  :  she  "tood 
'^'ouniued  to  bis  heart,  and  to  her  own.  It  wm 
""liin  Uml  abe  admired  ha  splendid  qualities;  tJiat 
*t  *!■  grutiRcd  by  his  devotion  to  benwlf.  She 
*^Bo  otlicr;  the  bt-licvcd  iluit  «iie  loved  bim: 
'*Ill^nation  would  still  be  willing  to  guard  the 
*•■•  of  lier  buppiiiesM. 

At  first,  IJoratia  scarcely  offcwid  iiny  thing  in 
'*P')'  lu  tlie  admonitions  that  caine  around  ber : 
*^  looked  np  onoo  or  twice  through  her  tears ;  at 


iiMUtuer !  I  wished  to  Iiavc  ^ 
could  not^I  wu  afraid — and 
bare  been  so.  It  has  beeu  tny] 
wish,  to  do  crcry  tiling  to  pli-ii 
I  see,  I  feel,  he  is  different  froc 
tliink,  I  am  sure,  tliat  I  havcl 
ofTenoc;  yuu  thought  »o  yestej 
dtscorered  that  nt  lasL" 

"  My  cliiid,  1  do  not  say  that 
but  it  would  not  be  unnatural  t( 
olTonded :  you  luve  yet  to  lesrn  li 
prerogatives  is  Love.  In  the  s 
heart  yoit  step  for  an  instant  bey 
hn  marked  for  you;  and  if  he  w 
marvela  ut  your  absence,  remembt 
your  relnm.  Hotntta,  it  is  dan 
p4Mut  the  expectations  of  those  I 
belored:  we  must  not  allow  oui 
cupted  by  others,  when  tboseejci 
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[woutd  be  Bad  indeed  could  U  not  be  m.  TliM* 
PnodificadoRS  il  w  iicccsMn-  you  should  kiiow, 
my  child:  you  will  be  (ought  to  know  ilirm- — you 
will  find  it  impowible  to  escape  Uicir  knowledgt^- 
yon  ifc  iM)  loojrer  free." 

"  Free  st  least  to  love  all  titat  I  have  ever  lovni," 
■U  Uoralia,  mournfully. 

"  Fre«,  certainly,  to  do  this ;  hot  the  privilege 

t*ill  be  your's,  ere  long,  to  love  Lord  Ils&lingham 
bttiw  than  alL" 
"  He  knom  that  this  will  be  so ;  and  yet  he  does 
nn  kltogetber  trust  mc,"  said  Homtia. 

"Uo  koowtt  it,  I  admit,  but  lus  tboaghta  an  not 
«l)P  with  tlie  fntare." 
K      "  kai  ar«  not  mine  with  htm  now?  Yet  be  docs 
'  wiieecn  to  beliere  it:  I  cannot  make  bira  believe 
it" 

■     *&oratia,  1  must  allow  bira  to  complain,  if  in 
"Aty  you  act  ocrasionally  ua  if  you  forgot  him." 

I"!  do  not  forget  him." 
"Voti  go  from  tbc  appcamncc  to  the  re«Uty: 
^  (imitB  ■  mUty  that  may  accord  with  the 
*T1>ftnnc«.  Such  imaginationii  are  mo«t  painful, 
"oulil  you  not  spare  him  this  pain  ?  you  cutinot 
'""'prehend  its  oppreasiyeness.  You  feel  that 
^  are  loved — you  have  no  idea  that  it  can  be 
"■Wrwiae.  Perhap*  it  is  not  quite  so  wilJi  Loni 
^''••lingliam." 


B^  10  iniy. 

uf  his  abMiiK  wus  DCocMiirilj 
vrouli)  (Ivpviiil,  not  only  on  till 
which  lie  miglit  find  the  CimntJ 
rangementf)  that  would  nut  itn^ 
qtient  on  her  recover)-.  Lord 
to  induce  her  to  return  to  Englail 
Homtia  listened  witli  fixi-d  unl 
tioti.  A  sentiiDcnt  of  melanchj 
her  soul,  at  once  awful  and  tend 
tile  idea  of  the  eternal  obligation 
contract  came  over  her ;  tender, 
lected  that  the  iiidiftdiiol,  for  wli 
willing  to  contract  it,  mm  on  the 
his  country  8ii<l  Iter.  His  adorai 
puid  it  M  Khe  ou^htl* — the  count 
like  ccuHure.  If  idready  >he  had 
the  Hecurity  against  future  error? 
Iier  feelings  orerpowered  her — th 
•ion  awoke  a  vokc  tliat  »wc 


THB  KHOACEUKNT. 


811 


am)  besoug'ht  Iter  to  go  iim!  Kstbcr,  in  tern- 
'pnry  retiremetit,  the  pcaci'  «liv  hnd  lost 

B«l  Hormtui  did  uot  IiimI  tlmt  pvmve :  stte  ouii- 
Wml  wiUi  bcr  own  tbouglits,  and  tlie  did  not 
unJintaiid  lite  antiuren)  ibat  tliey  gave  lier;— she 
itttneA  at  laat  it  w-as  idle  to  qucHtion  th«m  again. 
Bid  Willi  tbeir  echoes  yet  riii^ng  on  her  heart,  bhe 
ntnrd  once  again  into  Mcioiy. 

ISil>.-iit  and  abstractcit,  mve  whra  addressed  by 
Uti  Hiuilin|{l>iim — giving  to  litm  an  lUlciition  half 
^uabr)-,  half  nervwu — chained  by  a  troubled  In- 
Istuuiall  that  Ite  uid — lociking  into  tlic  ftormy 
>ttnc]r  of  the  tbougtits  lie  told  not — mlmtring 
MiiUy  one  moment  the  expreaaion  of  bis  brow, 
^i  tMting  fondly  in  tlic  neit  on  tlie  sentiment 
*Udi  subdue*)  tlie  pride  of  its  expresnion — she 
"''■  borne  on  by  un  influence,  in  wbme  power 
'^  was  puin,  but  ia  whose  pnin  tbcrc  was 
"■claotioenL 

llie  day  drew  to  its  close.  The  eve  of  the  de- 
P*iBfe  came — tie  guesu  bad  retired  to  tlieir  Bpart- 
"^Ut—tvery  gue»t  bat  one  :  she  found  herself 
*^Viti  between  tliat  one  and  her  bther,  in  tlie 

H  Htr  agitation  was  natural— her  father  scarcely 
r^^^iied  it;  Lord  lUsliiiKham  suffered  from  bis 
'  **t  II  was,  in  fact,  tlic  moment  of  farewirll  :  be 
^^s*  10  Ivavv   at  an  nirly  liour  on  the  morrow — 
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the   moment,    also,   when    each  was   to   give   the 
pledge  to  the  other. 

The  pledge  was  given.     Honttia  left  the  apart- 
ment, the  engaged  bride  of  Lord  Haslingham. 
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CHAPTER  XVII. 

"in  chtnce  to  talk  ■'liitlc  wild,  fbigive  me." 

HtHkr  VIII. 

"  You  know  yaar  own  degrwi,  lit  down  r  at  flni 
And  lut,  Ibebculy  wolcome." 

Hacbetu. 
**  A  nun  wonh  taj  woman." 

CTMULtHK. 

"Wbatt  irtiat}  IloTel  I  nie!  I  leekawirel" 

Lovi'i  LAioom  LofT. 

L.OBD  Haslinghah  left  Mornington,  and  many 
were  the  tean  that  were  shed  by  Horatia.  The 
news  of  the  departure  was  conveyed  to  De  Grey, 
io  a  letter  from  bis  brother. 

"  It  is  even  thus,  then,"  said  De  Grey ;  "  yet  I 
Goold  have  affirmed  that  Lord  Haslingham  was  not 
tlie  man  to  win  her.  The  romance — there  Lies  the 
charm.     Will  she  awake  too  late?     For  Hubert — 

VOU  II.  B' 
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iDurk  liow  men  are  blin<le<l  by  their  wishes  ! 
gave  me,  in  bU  last  letter,  a  hint  or  two  of 
Coningsby  quarrel,  und  he  sees  dc-orly  on  which 
»i<le  Ill's  ihc  liiilt:  but  in  this  qiK-stion  of 
dniighter  he  wulko  bliiidfcilH.  /  could  tell  hil 
that  tlie  peer  marrips,  purpooely  to  dimppoiat 
heir.  Up  lie  leaps  in  his  indignation  at  Viev 
looks  round  for  bis  ideas,  and  stts  down 
to  write  borne  for  »  wife.  Perfectly  cbn 
i«tic — undeniably  official — the  love-lcltcr  pop; 
poslfhafiie  into  the  Ambassador's  bag!  Fancy 
by  mistake,  his  secretur)-  had  received  orders 
write  it ! — a  pencil  mark  or  two,  as  to  some  0€ 
Mtry  phnuvti,  being  lianded  to  him  by  way  oFni 
morandum !  However,  let  that  p«i««:  I  dony  n* 
that  he  is  mo«t  properly  in  love  now ;  the  siuire 
cuughl  him  prettily,  and  will  retain  lilm  e6ecluall| 
G<KxI  liearcn  !  what  torture  all  this  must  bo  to  bb 
haughtiness !  and  to  tliink  that  n child,  like  Homiii 
should  bill  the  fiiUx>n  Stoop  In  her  finger,  an<l  tenc 
bim  to  listen  to  her  whistle  while  he  is  pecking  I" 

Thus  mused   De  Grey :   his  tneditotiom 
interrupted  by  Dudley. 

"  A   thousuii<l   times   welcome,"   eidaiined   U 
Grey.     "  How  unfortunate  that  1  was  out  wbeo] 
you  railed   here   the  other  day  :   a   presentimesl 
■liould  bare  toM  tne  you  were  coming ;  1  bad  bfi* 
vrisliing  about  you  to  liotstia." 
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'■  Wiahiog  about  me  to  Mh*  Morniitf^n  V*  mi 
Dgcitey,  slightly  colouring.  "  I  vru  lionoureri 
dodbly." 

*'LilH^li>e  quality  of  mercy,  you  w«re  <  twl«« 
Uened,'"  wUled  De  Grey, 

**  More  likely  to  honour  others  ihnn  (o  Ueas 
theai,  I'm  afraid." 

"  Do  yon  tliinic  *o?  I  differ  from  yoti  eiiltrely. 
Honour  is  like  gold  leaf;  it  will  not  alvraya  adhere 
when  we  could  wish  it.  As  for  happiness,  it  ia  a 
Mfl  of  distilled  perfume,  that  penetrates  where  it 
Wbilen." 

"  For  the  time  only,  boweTer,  De  Grey .-  all 
fmfamtt  eraporate." 

"  Why  think  of  the  evaporation  f  apropos  of 
gold  leaf — Mre;  IVrcirul  in  tlill  at  Mornington ; 
ID  tnfnitcly  occoitipiiAlied  perw>n,  and  foitniiatoly 
Ttlued  to  Dtr.  The  whole  duty  of  «roinan,  in 
wnuneiiiiil  binding ;  re- published  in  niimberSt 
w  ike  benefit  of  those  who  could  not  afford  to 
pvehne  her  all  at  once,  like  PerciraL  Tliey  tell 
tnt  Ae  i»  uncommonly  kind  to  him?  Is  tliat 
tne?" 
Dudley  laughed. 

"You  laugh:  you  are  not  aware  tliut  thingA 
B^lit  hare  been  otherwise,  and  that  he  would  hare 
•alMdiiflg." 

all 
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*'  He  8«cm«  perfectly  fwtbRH  m  it  Is,  Mrttunly,' 
replied  Dudley. 

"  Satisfied !  what  if  be  were  not  ?  why,  she 
study  metapbytics,  or  put  tlic  ntin  knot  o'n  a  h 
cake.     She  can   set  a   political   pamphlet  to   tbe 
guitar,  and  daiice  in  slippcn  of  her  onn  embroider- 
lag,   over  architectural  designs  !     And  hiivin); 
the  whili>  a  little  of  womaii'ti  raodesty,  and  a 
deal  of  woman's  fluency  about  her,  she  talks 
sihe  could  do  nothing  I     Then  she  has  regular  dis- 
courseA  for  all  the  virtues :  I  am  surprised  bow  she 
cwt  know  one  from  the  other.    However,  enough 
my  most  intcrnting  relative.    1  Itave  some  nen-s  ft 
you.     Coningsby — Ciiptain  Coningsby,  Lady  CI 
risbrook's  »on,  n  juKt  arrived  from  the  CuntitietiL 
After  some  oflieial  business  is  got  through,  I 
told  ho  will  be  oiT  for  Temple  Bourne.     In  II 
interim,  however,  he  muftt  dine ;  an<l  it  plcusea  Ul 
to  dine  to^tuy  iit  Lord  Meldon's  brother-in-law,  tlM 

Dean  of 's ;  and  it  pleases  me  to  dine  th' 

also: — thus  we  sJmll  meet" 

"You  will  probably,  then,  both  be  netting  off  fof 
Glouceslcnihire  at  the  same  time,"  said  Dudley. 

"  And  you — cannot  you  do  the  same?" 

"No,  that  is  not ...  1  mean  lliat  will  not  be  i 
my  power:  1  have  busiitess  in  Yorkshire." 

"  Bu«ne«) !     I  dare  not  argue  where  busincn 
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teetned.     1  had  forgotten — you  were  tlie  Warer 
:  a  pretty  llitDg  for  rue  from  Hnratia,  ami  1  have 
not  thanked  you  for  the  fatigue  you  incurred  in 
earrying  it     Pmy,  bow  m  slie  looking  ?' 
«  Wry  well." 

"  W-ry  bcauufiil  would  buvesnitndi-d  more  poeti- 
cal :  tli«  ezpreaion  barmontzes,  too,  with  our  tdeas 
cf  a  lady's  looki." 
I  **l  pr«itum«  not  to  bnvc  any  ideas  on  a  subject 

I       BodelicatCt"  wiwi  DuclU-y,  gaily. 
^B     >■  What  Bay  you  la  sentiments  intitead  of  idi*aN  ?' 
H     <■  SentttoentB  are  not  to  be  talked  of  in  all  casei," 
H  rqili«d  Dudley. 

^f     **&!    you   ewnpe  me  dexterouely.     But   the 
Urui ....  do  you  ktiow  him  ?" 
"  I  have  not  tlie  liononr." 

"Of  all  men,"  oondnued  I)e  Grej-,  "be  is,  per- 
bpi,  the  one  whom  1  r^;ard  most  highly,  Such 
« W !  You  never  saw  a  finer  study  in  your  life. 
Tii«  A(><illo  Uelridere  touched  by  Time,  or  N'c-«tor 
*itli  ilie  Ginile  of  Ganymede.  Hiu)  a  Catholic 
p8«d  judgment  oti  him  in  his  youth,  he  would 
Uw  pronounced  him  too  handtome  for  a  priest: 
iMki^  ou  him  now,  netdier  C^ilholic  nor  t'roteH- 
tal  tan  past  Judgment  on  him  at  all ;  all  our  ideas 
»*  ioQ&d  op  in  reverence.  Do  yoit  not  admire 
"y  tniliuftiasm  ?     1  nm  suffieicnily  enthusiastic  at 
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times.     Nothing;  is  more  agrMable  la  my  lasie : 
is  for  her  entliusiaAm  I  love  Horatia." 

The  eveninx  arrired,  and  D«  Grey  repaired  to 
tlip  Dean's.  He  was  turly,  for  it  was  hid  fmhiMi 
to  go  every  where  »t  llie  hour  iliat  fluitixl  him  h«i ; 
80  eiirly,  that  he  fotind  with  ilie  Deau  only 
gucot ;  that  gueitt  was  Captain  Coniiigeby. 

At  the  moment  of  De  Grey's  arrival,  Cap 
Coningshy  was  standing  near  the  window,  and 
dnipery,  dark  and  Sowinj;;,  tlirew  him  somewhat  into 
the  shade.     The  form,  the  eoiitoiir  of  the  coitit 
nanee,  almost  ttjir^letl  l)e  Urcy,  »o  striking  was 
resemblance  tlicy  bore  to  those  of  I^rd  Haslln: 
bam. 

The  Dean  felt  happy  in  inUodiicing  Conliifrnby 
and  De  Grey  to  each  other ;  and  as  it  was  the  object 
of  Do  Grey  to  make  an  impreeeion  decidedly  favour- 
able on  Coiiiogsby,  nothing  could  be  more  polite, 
notliing  more  graceful,  than  tliv  tone  and  tlie  muiH 
ner  in  which  be  followed  up  the  introduction. 

If  he  courted  the  aojuaintanee,  Coningnby  oa 
his  |(an  made,  without  cRort,  an  impression  oti  De 
Grey.  It  upiH'ared  to  tlic  hitter,  as  it  luid  done  to 
many  otlicra,  that,  brilliant  and  hnppy,  Coningvby 
entered  society  to  make  it  brilliani  and  liappy  also. 
Placing  .IS  it  were  witli  lofty  tlioughia,  irutoad  of 
wielding  ibom;  Hending  the  light  of  his  iinagina- 
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10  his  mind,  mllier  than  oompclliiif;  bis  BtreJij^tli 
to  keep  in  bondage  his  ioiagiitotinn;  witli 
t  iicaring  noble  u  it  was  popular,  unti  cwiy  ua  it 
wasnoMc;  handsome,  nnd  appareoUy  Torfroiful  ilmi 
kewMSo;  ^raccfuli  yet  not  altogether  uncoii«doua 
of  the  ^ee;  peraitiuiive,  not  bcouao  he  found  it 
diSoilt  to  ooiiripce,  but  becatwc  he  fdt  it  plnii> 
I  Niter  to  pcnuade;  condescending  so  hr  tu  tbv 
[  npJnlotis  of  others,  u  to  obtain  in  return  greater 
I  Merencc  for  his  owii.  Such  wiw  Coningsby. 
^H  It  was  evident  U>  De  Grey  that  Cotiingsby  was 
^BtM  wkboot  anxiety  regarding  the  inovemrrita  of 
^P  Lor^  Haalingliam.  'Hie  source  of  the  anxiety  De 
Grey  fooiid  it  somewhat  difficult  to  defint?.  It  was 
■pptrcnlly  not  pleasurable ;  if  indeed  it  were  pos- 
Ale  to  pronounce  any  thing  deci<led,  of  »  fi-clin^ 
thu  concealed  itself  within  the  airy  folds  of  an  easy 
omvemtion :  neither  was  it  painful,  for  Coningsby 
Uudied  on  the  subject  with  the  air  of  one  who 
BMild  disntiss  it  when  be  pleased.  Ue  spoke  of 
Uird  Hoslingham  ns  we  speak  of  those  we  love, 
and  by  whom  it  might  be  presumes)  we  are  in  turn 
SMeenwd:  tl»ere  mingled  not  in  bis  inquiries  tbe 
iGghtMt  trace  that  any  thing  but  cordiality  existed 
between  tlieoi.  Certainly  it  was  not  natural  tliat 
be  sbotiM  betray  to  u  stranger  tlie  secret  of  any 
£uaily  liosUliiy:  but  was  it  natural  tlutt  be  should 
altogether  as  he  did? 
a   I 


I 


ifiqtilry  cnmr,  hit  hsml  pati« 
piiiit,  and  Ills  eye  rested  will)  a1 
iiess,  wlicre  il  had  originally  tJ 
to  admire.  At  lengtli,  moviDg' 
Haid  :  '<  And  Lord  Haalinglian 
Loudon  ?" 

"  I  have  every  reuon  for  diis 
D«  Grey.  •<  But  1  kave  b«en  aiil 
when  there  is  one  I  am  most  til 
Muy  1  ask  whether  you  have  hJ 
Lord  McMon's?" 

"  I  lind  u  letter  from  Lady  Mel 
ing." 

"They  were  all  well,  I  hope?" 

"  Ludy  Meldon  a  never  well," 
with  a  (|tiii-t  Htnile  at  Captain  Conii 

"  Bill  1  may  be  allowed  to  pres 
other   invalid    than    her   ladyship' 

isle " 

My  niece,  I   regret  to  say, 

*d." 

lot  keriou 
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•foa.  Slie  bpgs  me  to  inform  you  tlutt  «Ke  bus 
\ntnd  nil  tlitwr  unrrusonable  feore  wliich  used 
lo  iflterfere  wttb  the  cUxt«rity  of  hvr  honetoannklp. 
Dill  I  not  announce  to  you  that  yon  would  find  her 
ID  iltered  being  ?" 

"  Aiul  shr  is  gracious  enough  to  forgive  me  now, 
the  oaotiMls  vriih  whicli  t  wus  uDgmcious  enough 
loaiiul  her  formerly?" 

"  Forgive  you  !  you  are  privileged,  I  bettere." 

"  Privileged  t  And  you  remind  me  of  the  honour, 
M  if  it  were  not  in  man'M  nature  to  presume  !  I 
AiU  Icy  all  ray  sino  on  you,  without  confeming 
■bem  lepwatcly  ;  better  off  thus  tluin  in  thut  poMl- 
bly  Tetaciou*  period,  when  we  handed  in  our  cata> 
kgMof  confession — knowing  rather  too  well  wliat 
"oyld  be  handed  to  us  in  return." 

"  I  Uu»l  one  day  or  other,"  said  the  I>ctin,  Hroil- 
>>&  "  that  you  will  take  something  at  my  liaiidst 
mher  different  from  peniuicw." 

C«ning«by  looked  up  at  tlic  Dean  with  an  ex- 
{"fwot)  u(  countenance  tlial  per^>lexed  De  Orey, 
hui  Lis  reflections  were  interrupted  by  the  arrival 
of  ilrangers. 

In^ntibly  as  lh«  evening  glided  on,  ami  an  ■)« 
Grey  continued  now  and  tlien  to  glance  at  Con- 
iugsby,  the  centre  and  the  ornament  of  u  brilliant 
todcty,  he  felt  reminded  of  the  day,  whi-n  he  bad 
'  'n  company  with  Lord  Hatlingliain  at  Lord 
a  5 
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McldonV  Lord  HiuUn^luun  at  that  time  Imd  i 
utvd  »  sonsiition  similsr  to  ibc  int«rc:tt  excited 
Cniiingsby  now :  but  liow  different  was  (lie  manner 
wliicli  callix)  forth  tlic  interest,  to  dial  wbicU  bad 
fpven  l>irlli  to  the  sensation  !  So  ditTereiit,  that  had 
botli  be«n  present  in  one  circle,  the  attention  could 
only  liavc  been  riroUcd  on  one:  it  wdb  probubl 
too,  tluit  JM  the  world  in  gcnend  !ovc8  be«t  to 
iu  iip)>TulNiti»n  on  tiio««  who  will  cuudesCi'nd  to  no-' 
knowledfre  its  pleauRntaflM,  the  suffrsgei  of  the  dr 
cle  would  Imve  remained  witli  Coningsby. 

There  was,  at  times,  ohaerrable,  a  slight — a 
alight  pre -occupation  in  Coning^tby's  manner : 
the  exception  of  this  occasional  abstraction,  be  was 
at  once  the  moM  iniimated  nnd  animating  of  mor- 
tals. Itegardcd  with  ait  afreetioii  n]mo«t  patoriinl 
by  ibe  Dean,  and  betraying,  by  ibc  familiar  grace 
of  bis  address,  in  return,  tliat  the  ino^t  perfect 
understanding  on  every  subji.'Ct  existcfl  between 
tbero, — it  was  evident  that  the  Eumiliar  iiilercounfl 
of  years  bud  only  tended  to  make  each  value  ifai 
other  mure. 

It  wiu  getting  lat<>,  andsomc  of  tlie  gnest^  liwl 
departt^d,  when  Coningsby  left  a  group  witli  whom 
be  bad  been  coiiver^iing,  and  approached  the  Deaii. 
Unconscious  of  the  vicinity  of  De  Grey,  who  stood 
lounging  in  tlic  shadow  of  a  recess  near  them,  where  he 
bad  just  iccvivcd  the  hurried  farewell  of  an  ncctmiinl- 
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nin,  Coningsby,  in  n  low  nnd  rapiil  vaiw,  snlA, 
"  Vou  peroeir^  tlien,  my  lui ticipntioii*  «erc  correct : 
be  hwt  left  London,  anil  taken  not  ilie8lig:lit«st  notiov 
of  Um  letter  1  luUlroM^d  to  liim.  In  every  thing 
mbukoD  1  CiimmI  Hcuvvii  *.  Dut  lie  kiw  IcA  bvr 
iiei;;libourkiD() — so  far  M  is  welL" 

*•  So  br  well,  indeed,"  replied  tlie  Dean,  and  he 
ifkti  mnnc-what  deeply.  "  Sncli  «nu  nut  tLe  des- 
iby  I  had  chalked  out  for  ber !  Witli  wluit  dvliglit 
Hi  I  look  forward  lo  ber  relurii !  How  fotully  did 
1  welewne  ber  I  I  wlslml  to  have  retained  (■(■r  with 
at,  and  she — she  loved  Kent.  I  seem  walking  wiUi 
tier  now,  under  those  stately  trees,  and  looking,  er« 
■be  knew  I  did  so,  into  tbe  recea^eii  of  witat  ought  to 
hive  been  a  lioppy  heart.  Pour  child  !  ohe  grew 
balf  happy,  in  thinking  I  wiw  deceivetl  no  longer: 
ber  confidence  in  ine  brought  trpose.  I  wait  to  her 
bund  of  fiuber  or  toother.  Uer  image  floated 
Mire  an;  after  Utey  had  all  left  me  for  London  i 
Uft  onoe  t  WM  glad  that  buftineu  compelled  me  to 
iffai  my  aolitude." 

"  She  will  rejoice  to  mx  yon  agiun,  tny  dear  Sir," 
aid  Captain  ConingaUy. 

**  Not  more  than  fclie  will  rejoice  to  »ee  you. 
lime  unraveb  the  web  in  which  hultil  binds  up  die 

'•But  whvn  tbe  texture  b  on  complex  »a  it  is 
Jdicate  f ..." 

B  a 
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"  The  rnlnbovr — if  that  is  delicate,  is  it  not 
complex  UK) !  aiid  its  beauty  is  ever  vikitcil  by 
dtange." 

"It  continues,  bowcrer,  to  reflect  wbat  it 
reAc<;tv<l  before,"  rcmurkcd  Coiiingsby  i  "like  man, 
it  is  taugbt  constancy  by  tears-" 

Tlie  manoer  in  wbicb  tbU  poetical  coin))ariflon 
was  uttered,  bad  in  it  altogetber  as  mucb  of  raiJ> 
Icry  us  of  sentiment;  un<l  yet,  in  tlie  look  tLat  ac- 
coiu|ianicil  tlic  sally,  feeling  «ectned  to  lay  tlie  chain 
upon  fancy. 

"  Pardon  me,"  »uid  the  Dean, "  but  quitting  me- 
taphor, I  am  indineil  to  doubt  whether  tears  can 
tcacb  always  as  much,  aitd  bo  well.  Tbey  drop 
over  tlie  present,  and  die  at  length  from  tlie  esba- 
latiwi  Ibut  wails  on  their  own  bitlvrnett.  What  then'/ 
shall  we  look  back  to  tliem,  when  we  kav?  stepped 
into  the  future?  It  may  be  the  good  pleasure  of 
God,  that  the  future  cornea  to  us  with  brilliant  co- 
lours of  its  own :  evil,  then,  must  be  roan's  pleasui^ 
if  he  seek  to  mobten  diem  with  tlie  dimnon  that 
diMuibed  the  past.  In  youth,  too,  tbat  seaton  when  M 
light  eireioa  round  tlie  soul,  bidding  it  feel  rather 
than  know— ^njoy,  ratlier  tluin  rest — hope  rather 
tban  recal !  Coning^by,  tlie  very  rapidity  of  the 
emotion  divides  us  from  the  past:  the  tide,  full, 
fresb,  and  foaming,  forbids  all  accen  to  the  cave  in 
Mhosc  darknen  slumber  the  masses  it  bad  thtowii 
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lien  before.  It  to  the  nllHbute  of  motion,  to  keep 
ill  danga  m  lieallli  and  beauty.  Tlitui  U  it  llut 
Mtun  maintains  the  Joyoua  Mlubrity  of  life :  tho 
np  tptaks  from  the  nntrc  to  lii«  Iciif,  nnd  tho  leaf 
uiwen  by  Its  bloom;  ibe  spring  starts  frooi  its 
nnat,  anil  purifies  where  it  flows ;  the  <)ew  nIaM 
iu  drops  towards  hrarcn,  but  even  in  the  heaven 
&tn  is  no  pause,  for  tltc  cloud  returns  them  tn 
null  to  viri^'  nnd  mtoro.  In  this  manner  too  Ho 
oe  muntatn  the  limllb  umI  beauty  of  the  heart — 
■be  bcart  tliat  Ood  has  rendered  liable  to  tJie  alter- 
Utioiu  of  feeling — (be  heart  that  is  tlic  birthplace 
tf  the  generous  impulsi-,  dm  tioble  aim,  the  dcvo- 
l<d  lore,  Uie  holy  prayer.  Do  J  not  know,  abore 
tU.  \ttT  heart  ?  And  how  can  yog  associate  wiUi 
iW  lofty  and  the  pure,  that  prostration  of  die 
BtDttl  fibre,  which  [>3ralyxcs  ut  Iciist,  if  it  fuil  to 
^Htny  ?  For  Iicr  own  siike,  perhaps  for  youn,  I 
»«?ur  better  thinpi." 

"  For  mine,"  said  Coningsby,  musingly  ;  "  for 
"niin  t   I  perceive  you  are  iiicreduloos  still." 

"Kot  incredulous  exactly,"  said  the  Deun  smi- 
ling. "  Well,  yiig  will  write  without  any  riiwrvn- 
lion  front  Temple  Bourne." 

"Be  Batiafied ; — you  know  too  tnu^  already  fur 
Re  to  wish   to  conceal,  to   counterfeit,   to  deny. 

Eflinigli,  however,  for  the  present     I  have  lost  Mr. 

Be  Grey  ;"  and  Coningsby,  with  eye  wandering  in 


a  pit}*  I  have  not  tbc  coMncss  of 
ture,  as  the  D«ari  !<ai<l,  keeps  liF 
meai)8  of  motioii,  I  must  not  p 
witli  iiuture,  knowiii^  that  she  a 
(T«qucntly  when  she  contemls. 
wislivd  (the  hiul  i>raii  quiet  just  tK 
mtlier  mor^  tbnii  they  intended,  i 
tl«  more  than  I  wi<t)iv«l.     What  • 
dramatis  pcrsonte  grouped    to 
BelleUle  untwining,  aa  far  as  )  oa 
oypreM  from  her  garhuid.     Crniinj 
basket  for  the  dry  stalks  to  drop 
most  deferentially  a  few  half-blov 
stead ;  uud  the  Dcnn  standing  be) 
vent  bira  from  bucking  out  of  li\»\ 
being  somewluit  more  Mippery  tbi 
And  Hubert — what  becomes  of  Ui 
thing  bceomes  of  Hubert, — wbo,  i 
moves  gracefully  tlirough  every  1 
amea  of  me.  who  move  irractjfulliL 


THE  EMOAGEMENT. 


lA 


It  I  will  make  tnyBclf  in  lore,  expressly  thai  1 
my  more  nrarer,  and  sec  wfaat  tliey  ure  allaimuL" 
Willi  Uiia  tlctermitiAliAit,  De  (Irt-y  i-nicr^od  from 
liil  solitude,  and  it  was  not  lon§;  before  Coningsby 
tWNMRitercd  him  in  liisioiir  t)irotif;h  ihe  apartmenti, 
■Bit  in  ■  tnoairiii,  KLnkiii};  t'rom  lii«  rotnd  the  pte»- 
luit  or  unplewtanl  memories  lliat  W)  brld  liim  in 
l^r  toiU)  lie  lent  liinKelf  tn  tlie  diwDHion  of  tah- 
JKUof  a  general  nature. 

For  coDversaiion  (bus  discuraire,  De  Grey  was 
tcodiarly  fitted.  It  was  his  babit  to  analyse  the 
iliput,  and  touc)i  lightly  and  grapbtoiUy  the  pro- 
fcnnd ;  portly  bi-cuuse  he  ileemod  that  men  wswry 
rftlie  profound,  if  llie  speaker  tread  tivnvily  amidst 
ibielailfs  prechtely  in  the  same  degree  that  they 
■tendiained  by  the  detiiiU  of  dial  which  is  ele- 
|M1:  nnii  partly  because  tlie  profound  makcsitself 
Ul  Ity  fla  outline,  and  the  clcfrunt  by  lU  bccvaso- 
riH.  lUitlivf  a  political  iwpirant  tliaii  a  ptJitichin; 
Mlirr  an  ap(»caler  to  tlie  reasou  of  olliern,  llian 
KHMiable  hinwelf;  incoiifiistent  In  maiiuer,  con- 
tinent in  action ; — his  friends  hardly  knew  at  the 
manent  where  they  could  liud  I>c  Cirey  ;  and 
•In&gers  suspepted  soroetunes  that  he  was  not  to 
Ik  found  ut  all. 

Coningtiby  and  De  Grey  were  as  yet  strangers, 
'uA  Coningsby  did  not  cjuitc  escape  an  impression 
L  ns  this ;  but  he  knew  that  the  Denn  Itad  long 
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known  Riid  RHmired  Dc  Grey,  aii<f  ho  dcrerrml  to 
an  opinion,  tkut  on  mon^  tban  one  occasion  be  liad 
learned  to  confide  in,  rather  than  his  own. 

'*  Yes,  it  ta  long  since  I  have  been  in  Glouoes- 
tenthirc,"  suid  Conin^byt  in  reply  to  a  sumewhat 
sudden  remark  ofDeOrey;  "hut  you  «rc  mis- 
taken in  suppoHing  I  forget  the  localities  tu  vrhieh 
you  refer.     We  seldom  forget  the  haunts  we  have 
loved  ill  boyhood;   and  a   portion   of  my  kappjrj 
hoybood  was  spent  in  Gloucv»ter»liire.     It  was  our  j 
ftite  never  to  meet     Once  1  rcmomber — for  I  bad'l 
titen  Eaucied  I  should  see  you — your  vacation 
pawCid  at  Mr.  Percivid's  place  in  the  north.    I 
every  now  and  then  domesticated  at  Lord  Mehlon'si  { 
and  it  always  felt  to  me  like  home." 

"Ah!  how  cluirming !"  exriaimed  De  Grey; 
"  you  must  have  been  acquainted  with  nil  Lndy 
Moldon's  ailments  by  intuition.  How  «oflly  yoa 
must  have  learned  to  clone  all  tlie  doon,  provided 
always  they  were  allowed  to  he  opened  1  Had 
Lady  Meldon  any  aversion*  in  those  days?  or  bat 
alie  only  acquired  strength,  as  the  physicians  nj, 
to  throw  them  out  ftinn*  she  had  the  misfortune  to 
be  brought  iuta  coutact  with  my  unworthy  self  ?" 

"  Why,"  said  Coningsby,  laughing,  '•  »)ic  tin- 
douhtedly  preferred  dealing  in  negatives,  and  iieverfl 
went  out  of  her  way  to  look  for  annoyances.**  ™ 

"  Ah  I    no— she    kept   them   with   their    wings 


TUB   EKOAOEHEST. 


17 


trnder  her  coiicb  pillonrs,  ready  to  start  up 

tix  raisml  her   liewl  Tor   a   momftit.    Tbe 

minui«neM  of  their  involutions  only  made  tliem 

oome  routid  her  the  oftcner.     Betray  me  not,  2 

Bnimt    you,    CaptJiin    Copin)f«hy.       1   iim    most 

hooMtred   by   \juiy   Mcldon;    I  excite  tier   more 

tlrnn  tutj  man,aii(l  I  am  grateful  for  the  distinction. 

I  am  ^Tateful   to  her  al«i  for  being  the  motlier  of 

Ui»  tiellftitle.     U  not  Miss  Betlvisle  charming  ? 

■0  riefrant  I  M>  inI«liecUial  \     I  ain  pcrpltxod  witli 

the  i]uation,  as  to  whence  came  her  mind  ?     That 

ptupeity  was  not  entailed,  I  suspect.     Where,  in 

Utaven's  name,   did  it  oome  from?     A  lady  by 

•lim  it  would  be  nn  honour  to  be  loved  :  yet  the 

•^ispcr  ruiu  that  she  is  iiisctuible  to  tbe  hooMg* 

liiUii  paid  her." 

*  Hm  any  been  paid  her  yet  since  her  return  ?" 

**  IVrha{)«  I  may  have  paid  it  myself,"  laughed 

Hi  Grey. 

"  Von  would  not  laugh,  if  you  ha<l  done  so  ;  all 
I  WniUits  arc  in  cnrnesL" 

"  Kerbaps,  tlien,  I  intend  to  pay  it." 
"  There  could  be  no  perltaps,  if  you  tliooght  of 
lilllail." 

"  Hwn  ?  U  not  love  tliv  most  uneertnin  tiling 
■  ike world?  Does  be  not  mount  on  wishes  at 
M|tUop,  and  spurning  every  thing  on  earth,  get 
"■niot  entangled  in  tbe  clouds  i  besides  inoi»ten- 
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lag  hit  owa  fostlicra  till  tb«y  drooji  somcwliat 
liMivily  ?  You  nrc  of  Ojiinion,  probably,  thmt  ii 
lore  likely  to  fall  beudlong  would  nut  be  raised 
from  liis  kiiee«  by  tb«  compaMioti  of  Miw 
Belleisle  r 

"  1  sbouM  not  suppose  you  would  be  sadafied 
witb  compatnioii.  /  should  not  But  wo  w«H 
■penkin;*  in  ibe  t^nrlicr  part  of  tlic  rvviiiii);  of  my 
cousiti,  Lord  Hn.<!liiighnm.  May  1  ask,  did  yon 
over  see  his  siiter,  Lady  Julia?" 

*'  Once,  while  Lady  Clarisbrook  was  at  Tempi* 
Bourne ;  «t  anotlier  time,  when  l^dy  HcMlingbatn 
came  on  a  fvw  days'  visit  to  MDrniu^ton.  She  wM 
quite  •  diild;  bat,  as  far  as  i  can  TeeollNt,  it 
strike*  me  she  resembled  you,  even  more  tba 
did  her  brotJier." 

'*  She  has  grown  up  beautiful,'*  replied  Cd 
ningsby.  "  if  I  may  venture  to  tillirm  this,  tift« 
ihc  resemblance  you  linve  traced  between  her  anj 
myself.  Dignified  as  her  brother,  yet  tender  tooj 
tall,  very  tall — a  creature  tliat  would  walk  grae 
fiilly  along  the  edge  of  a  precipice ;  one  to  whom 
a  man  would  feel  devoted,  ere  he  difico\-ered  that 
he  was  iu  love ;  n  picture,  if  I  may  say  so,  of 
spirit ualjxi.'d  life.  Fancy  an  un|i;el  joyous  rother 
tluui  bappy,  an<l  you  have  an  image  of  her  mirth- 
a  niirtlt  that  tlirills  through  you  like  harmonyJ 
When  I  have  pa««d  amidst  the  oontentiotis 
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Qmnoil  of  the  crowd,  ami  have  cotw  stuldenly 

on  (Dcli  «  VMion  iw  this,  I  Iwve  felt  aa  if  I  9,h<xtk  ail 

At  dtut  of  tlie  desert  at  tiio  vi-ry  gate  of  Paradue. 

Once,  mon!  especinlly,   I  reraetDl>er  I   Iind   b^-ii 

nuclt,  I  niay  suy  painfully,  occupied  at  Vienii;i. 

At  won  u  I  could  reloaae  myself  from  (be  political 

MbairaMiDcnu  thai  praawd  on  mc,  1  •tarir^l  for 

Florence,   where  '  Lady   Hasliiifrluun  wm  at   tliiir 

period  residing.      1  iiail  tieeti   informed  of  LonI 

lUitliD^luim's  daxigerous  illoesa — 1  fell  tliat  ray 

(nrwiioc  would  be  a  consolation  to  bis  motiicr  and 

<iiier.      How   Mrikinf;,    buw    bruutiful,    w»i   the 

cWnge   that  awuited   mc  f      Only   u   few   ni^liU 

(■ffute,  I  hml  been  at  the  Imperial  ^lace,  dazxlnd 

%  ma^iificence,  exhilarated  by  niutiic,  animated 

7  (be   dance.      Kow    I   fiiooA   in    tiie   huu»e  of 

"luurning :    tears  greeted   me — aiid   «ich    tears  ! 

ilirir  source   maile   them   beautiful — their  came 

^crcri:  and  llii*  silence — it  ciune  upon  tlic  huiiI. 

'■kc  tlic  ion^  of  tlic  niglilin^le  from  the  lombR  of 

Uie  departed.     Poor  Julia!  Itappily  for  her  pride 

lad  ber  affection,  he  did  not  die  !     I  could  not 

Wve  borne  that  he  sliould  have  died  jiMt  tlien ! 

And  you  -ety  be  bns  shaken  ufT  nil  remains  of  his 

illncM  ?     'I1ic  spirit  of  my  eouiiin  will  bear  bim 

Uiroiiglt  macb.    Nature  never  gave  a  nobler  heart : 

one  time  I  lliought  I  knew  tlial  heart  well." 
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De  Or«y  listoneil  with  intereat  to  lh!«  ca(nmQiii< 
cation  of  CoiiingKby.  He  rcmcmbcrefl,  Uuit  in  the  ' 
letter  in  wbicb  Sir  Hubert  had  referred  to  bts  con- 
fidential interriew  witb  Lord  Haslinghant,  lie  bad  ■ 
made  allusion  to  tbc  wish  onc«  entertained  by  the 
latter,  ihat  Contngsby  should  become  thv  husbiind 
of  l^dy  Julia.  It  sccracd  strange  tbal,  arlmiring-J 
Lady  Julia  as  Coningsby  did,  he  luul  not  aceedc 
joyfiilly  to  the  proposition  of  Lord  Hutlingliata.' 
Was  not  his  heart  entangled,  althouj^h  perhaps 
hardly  awaro  of  the  feet  himself,  with  Kleanoca 
Bellelale?  But  she — surely  she  loved  not  him. 
Dc  Grey  had  not  forgotten  tliat  unoonsctous  yei^ 
■peaking  look,  at  Temple  IJounie.  Did  «be  no 
cling  to  ibe  image  of  another  ?  Did  not  the  Dean 
infer  that  ate  had  done  bo  ?  The  whole  affair  wa» ' 
a  perplexity.  He  only  felt  certain  tJiai  Eleanor 
vita  in  love,  and  the  love  somehow  or  other  out  of 
place.  Might  it  not  be  possible  to  find  a  remedy 
for  this,  and  tonnent  Lady  Meldon?  It  would  \m 
as  dexterous  as  delightful,  to  arrange  so  delicate  a 
dilemma:  and  then  Captain  Cooingaby  would  dofl 
what  was  right — marry  Lady  Julia — according  to 
the  royal  mode  of  making  up  qiinrreU.  Why — 
Hubert  iidmilted  tlmt  would  be  the  best  (bing  after 
all.  For  hiduelfi  he  bad  ccrtmiily  never  intended 
falling  in  love,  and  therefore  it  behoved  him,  if  be 
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did  BO,  to  tnnsgreM  all  the  rules  made  for  the 
MCBsioD,  in  behalf  of  the  unlucky  delinquents,  and 
more  on  to  a  quick  march  of  his  own. 

Shortly  after  De  Grey  bad  arrired  at  this  con- 
dnscm,  the  party  broke  up. 


CHAPTER  XVIII. 

"  Tbal  letter  faaih  ihe  delivered,  and  there  an  end. 

•  ■  •  ■  • 

Pot  mj'  mke,  reid  il  over." 

Two  Gentleueh  or  Vebora. 

"  I  am  pprplex'd,  and  know  not  kIiu(  to  say." 

KrNo  John. 

The  post  of  tlie  succeeding  morning  brought 
tlie  following  letter  from  Sir  Hubert  to  De  Grey: 


"  Momington  Hall,  June. 
"  Although,  my  dear  Louis,  1  do  not  for  a 
moment  suppose  tliat  your  interest  in  tbat  wbich 
concerns  Lord  Haslingbam  can  be  equal  to  my  own, 
I  cannot  resist  acquainting  you  with  the  result  of 
my  conference  with  Lord  Meldon.  You  may 
remember  that,  in  my  last,  1  mentioned  that  I 
(inly  waited  a  convenient  opportunity  for  this  con- 
ference ;  for  I  had  long  indulged  the  hope  that 
some  exertions  on  my  part  might  prove  effectual 
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towanis  ihe  removal  of  those  cloutU  uf  prejudice 
nl  mk^iprclicuion  whidi  nUMt  undoubtedly  ob- 
Komd  the  fioe  intellect  of  Lord  llasliii;(luun, 
*b«K  bis  cousin  was  concerned ;  and  1  Uiid  de- 
Rmined  that  Uiese  wiertiooB  should  nettlier  be 
fwn  nor  f«w.  To  eotno  to  tbv  [mint,  I.onl  MeU 
Wi  siinpltdty  served,  luid  ditl  not  wn-e  mi-, 
■I  liie  Miate  time.  It  did  not  serve  tne  ut  ilie 
iNittrt  of  tlie  convenution;  in  fact,  a  person  as 
impHient  as  the  gentleman  I  hure  the  honour  to 
*Ainas  would  have  risen  in  despair,  huve  miulc  a 
Wn  n  polite  as  the  circurasUmcos  of  a  ca»<>  m 
■Wmcntiag  would  have  pi>rmitt(.-d,  and  galloppcri 
offperhapa  norc  gladly  than  graciously.  1*ruc, 
Ltti  Bdrtdon  recollected  a  ooolnea*  between  bitn- 
*tV  and  Lord  Ilaslingham  at  Vienna — a  moat  un- 
fnuinnte  coolness — for  ho  liked  Lonl  Huslingbum 
—be  always  liki'd  him;  but  it  was  impoMible  the 
tuobieai  could  have  any  tlitng  to  do  with  politics: 

«  for  interfering  with   oScUl   arrangementa 

tills  he  went  on.  Poor  Lord  Meldon !  on  my 
boooor,  I  bclicTC  be  had  forgotten  die  whole  aifuir 
— iiirgoiten  it  the  more  readily,  as  it  hiul  never 
occBrred  to  him,  at  the  time,  that  he  was  doing 
■ay  thing  out  of  tbe  way,  or  any  thing  that  could 
poaaibly  give  offence  to  Lord  Husliugtiuin.  I 
bnmgltt  at  lengtli  to  bis  mind  the  comruunication 
be  had  made  to  tl>e  bttcr,  rrgaidtng  the  business 


saiJ  lA>rA  MeMon,  pliiciclly ;  '  I 
the  k-tivr  of  wliicli  you  sp«ak.'  Ac 
[>1  id ty  served  me,  you  will  tnark:- 
posely  (o  n-arn  Lord  llaslinghatii 
hU']>  w'Hicli  I  wM  gtrci)  to  uivdcrstai 
consetiuciices  to  l>e  deprecated ;  I 
oblige  my  daughter.' 

**  *  Your  daughter  I '    I  exclaimed. 

*'  Hia  daughter !  I  exclaim  jUao," 
"  The   gentle   Iwly  of  my  duty  dis 
disarnuiging  tliujt  diMourteoUftly  tha 
Sfils  in  the  cabinet  of  the  aiiib«S8adoi 
will  »cnd  back  my  propoKal  with  n  i 
may  be  new  worded  ! " 

He  read  on : — " '  YrV  continued  '. 
'  I  was,  1  conf«aSt  itomewbat  embnrrg 
by  h«r  request:  It  i»  not  my  habit  to 
she  was  M>  nervously  onxiouH  on  the  < 
gnvc  mr  all  her  reasons,  and  she  showi 
from  Captain  Cooingsby,  which  he 
when,  on  calling  late  the  evening  bel 

,ju>t  mMt  wi]JLh££.aLliaiae^^^^H 
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He  kad  n  copy  of  It,  lia  «id ;  bis  dsuf{1ii<>r  had 
I      itc  ori)jiiiiiL" 

^H  "Si>  (be  keeps htB  Lettcra;"  murmarvd  DvGrey, 
^^Cui  klie  !>e  in  lore  uith  tliem  1>olli?  In  lluit  CUM 
^Flhe  m&y  just  ns  well  full  in  lovv  trllh  a  third.  I 
■B  lilcip  iidtbcr  the  one  nor  llie  oiliiM-— n  variety  of 
I  tbe  ifitcim  nllecl  lovers,  fit  to  place  nnion^  Ittx 
lprcfai>cn8^-«bot  flyiiif^ — an<I  the  li«nrc  Rent  tb- 
niptly  a  little,  a  rery  little,  oti  one  aide ;  l>ut  sbe  can 
puilrif^ktst  ber  leburc.  Well,  where  hwlli^t  to? 
— copy— flft{;iiinl — origiiuil  cnouKb  iiiidoubt^dly." 

"  I  wu  perfectly  at  liWriy  t»  hc4i  tlw  copy.  It 
MhMioDr  to  Caplaiti  Conliig;sl>y  ;  it  vraH  jiiM  «rbat 
nigKt  be  expected  from  liitn.  Was  it  potM.iblc  tlint 
h»\mi  been  bo  tburoufrlily  mUiiridt-nlnod  by  l.iirci 
HidniKliain  i"*  Wtivn  would  l.«>r(l  llaNlinglmm  be 
l«di?  Tbai  letter  otifrbi  to  be  shown  to  bim ;  it 
wnlit  convince  him  of  bis  error." 

tTpon  this  bini,  Lonis,  I  »]>okc: — I  rctjucfted 
Fmntwion  to  carry  off  the  copy,  for  the  piirpoHe  of 
*  tfoond  tRinwTiptioa.     It  had   been  with   Lord 
Hailingliun's  pHviiy  thiit  I  bad  sought  the  iiiter- 
ne»:    any   expbinatiuti*    that   might   be  elicit^'d 
iKtmij^h   its  medium,  I  coiiftcqiicntly  held  my»elf 
bound  to  funiuh  to  him.     Tbe  permU^on  was  ac- 
corded :  and  1  dbputcb  foithwitli  iliis  liule  docu- 
for  your  etpcdal  ediliattion. 
VOL.    II.  C 


-iiowAy«r,  1  AMy  ute  int' 
Cirry  unfolded  au  inclosure, 

**— ~  But  I  am  afraid  I 
in  Heeing  you  early  eDough  to-moi 

*'  WUy,  that  is  not  (lio  brginninf 
liutNirt  BUYS  notbing  of  its  hoing 
tlitis  we  aru  dcbArrvd  all  knowlodg 
the  ■ddrcHS — n  point  1  •houM  liav 
lain.     Well:—" 

'<  But  i  am  afraid  I  slwll  not  su 
you  early  to-morrow — time  prewM 
witli  more  i>f  nivxtely  tlum  defrreitc 
to  claim  your  Hervicei  in  an  a^r, 
volred  interesta  dear  to  myself,  m 
aacred  to  jon.  J 

"  You  remember  aii  nnimater 
look  place  at  Lord  Metdon's,  tw( 
ago.  regarding  tlie  projected  meet] 
tier,  ^'oii  lent  to  it,  I  am  aware 
your  attention,    beoiuse,  aontc  tii 
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ctiflR,    vrliidi    in    all    prnbaliility    wouM   b« 

bt,  iilong  KiOi  olbi-re,  unclvr  ri!vien   at  tlio 

emfmne^.      I  karc  aie«rbiin«d  only  to-day,  tfaii 

Lonl  Muallngliain  has  it  in  idrn  to  midd  u  lii« 

turn  «ppcial  agent  on  llie  occonion  a  penon,   nl 

whom,  (o  own  tlie  truth,  my  opinion  was  never  high, 

mj  of  wbooi  p«rhapH  1  thinic  Itts  favourably  now 

dnn  ht>rvt<)rnr«.     For  rviuons  that  you  can  gatt»t 

1  lotheitr  lo  traee  here  Ike  name  of  tbt*  penon  to 

■iom  [allude;   ibv  alluMon,  however,  cannot  Iw 

oAffvise  iliau   perfectly  plain  to   you.      I   have 

alwiyii  coiMMlnred  Lord  Htslingbam  under  a  de)(rei.- 

•f  dtfludon  !n  regard  to  thia  individual :  pomibly, 

h«  tot  tint  delfuion,  Ibe  unculculatinK  friendship 

if  our  youth  had  been  traiufomied  inio  tlic  loftier 

frimkbip  of  maiilioo<l.      That,  »ith  hU  6ne  !n- 

tdbct,   and   ck-ur   judgment.    Lord    Ilaslingham 

•kald  b«  thu»  deceived,   appear*  extraordinary: 

but  are  not  the  finest  intellects,  the  clearest  judg- 

neolt,  obacored  and  baffled,   when  the  interested 

mi  the  artful  play  on  our  prejudicm,  or  stimulate 

oar  paasiont?     That  I  liavo  been  fortunate  or  tin- 

fonnnate  enough  to  Ineur  the  di»likc  oftheindi- 

viiiual  In  juration,   1  am  perfi>ctly  aware;  in  fact, 

in  t)ie  mnaaction  referred  to,  oi>e  or  two  thin>r« 

transpired  that  tended  to  implicate  bim  rather  un- 

pleanntly  in  what  had  pa.<ised.  He  could  not  but  he 

of  this:    Hill,  when  I  had   laid   before 

c  2 


tlicre  renuiineil  not  Htc  sliaclow 
viju  iinKtous  quietly,  and  in  my 
Oic  nlTuir:   and  pnrtly,  bi-r»u»e 
tJiouli)  convince  my  cousin  of  tli' 
III)  rvrnte,  I  could  not  do  so  witli 
htM  pridv  and  bi*i  fo«ltng».     I  Mi 
dupe  of  au  urtful  and  un|iTinn|i 
ing  bia  haughty  nature  ss  I  did, 
nounce  this  to  him.     Neither  at 
tliu  disclosure  seem  to  be  requin 
ctMures  should  not  lt«  uiiide  lightl 
that  I  was  not  more  unsJiriiiking 
deterininatcly  prompt.     And  espei 
this  l>c-cau»c  unbiippily  I^ord  Hasli 
l)oii«iir«  me  vrllb  hia  confidenooi  t 
in  return.     Yet  1  cannot  atsttd  a 
dispstcli  lu  liis  emissary  un  indivii 
triMl — un  individual  who  miiy  liavt 
to  compromise — «y,  and  severely 
reAponsihility,  hb  consideration,  ] 
'■  I  would  add,  that  Lord  ]Iaslin| 


TUI!  EKOAGtNKNT. 


S» 


iir  >  nrcmmty,  however  courtly  policy  might  reil 
dtMntitnctit,  thut  i(  would  be  dUplrttsing  m  the 
ncrcBM.  I  Mk  you  ngain,  can  I  Mutd  by  and  do 
Htlttii};?  Vet  what  caii  I  do?  Situated  us  we  are 
BMr  ill  re^rd  lo  eiicli  oUi«r,  I  dare  not,  in  my  own 
pCKOt^  interfere  cither  wiib  biN  privata  predilection* 
orliHofficiul  rcKuiationt).  By  lbi»  octbif^,  Iconverl 
iW  diitancv  into  ilulikc,  the  alienation  inia  enmity. 
Il  la  suScitDt  that  a  hint  should  come  from  me,  to 
COMre  ita  being  rej^nnleil  with  distrust,  if  not  re- 
paltnl  with  »oofn.  One  only  plan  occum  to  me: 
Urd  Haiilin}{luim  has  a  nincertf  CHtecm  for  I^inl 
Xtldon :  j»cmiii«ii-  l^n)  Meldon  to  write  to  him: 
W  will  hear  truth  from  you  and  your*.  Kntreat 
L«rd  Meldon  to  write  to  him  immediately:  lo 
^•rite  gwuxlodly,  butdiatluctly — cuJmly,  but  forcibly. 
'  you — you,  who  nndotstand  tlic  stibjcct  in  hII  itx 
-could  you  not  sketch  for  liim  the  precise 
kuer  1  with  written,  t'ur  Heaven's  «ake,  ^t  the 
•ppaintment  cancelled  I  Pardon  me  all  tlic  trouble 
'  Dfli  givitig  yon,  and 

"  Oelicvc  me  to  be, 

"  Most  faitlifulty,  yotini, 
"  Hr-siiY  CoNisttsnv." 
"  A  nww  kind  of  love  letter,  this !"    cried   I)e 
inj,     "  The  heart  in  annour,  pacing  a  panidu 
*|AMtnd,  and  breathing  Higb»  through  a  visor !    And 
■bat  BBy«  my  gmcioui:  brother  ?" 
c  3 


Tnils  denounced  to  mn  ti«ii«ni«. 

eumc,  tliut  BWMrv  ot  tbo  stniiif^,  tb* 
prvjudicc  cvitMivcd  againtit  liim  by 
(lid  not  oix-ur  to  liitn  ii»  poM>ible  ibnc 
bam  w'uuM  coDsent  to  the  noniinatioi 
felt  it  consistciit  with  bis  uwrn  i<los 
Mi<)  tlvlicacy,  to  Blfp  forwunl  on  ibv 

"  Hof^,  tlien,  Mwm  tb«  qneMioii.  1 
(Ion  of  bis  own  ACoont  lugi^Mt  tlie  t 
Coiiiugsby,  or  was  it  binted  to  him  t( 
my  own  part,  t  bare  no  doubt  on  the 
ciui  I  bavo  Etiiy.  wlien  I  call  to  mind  I 
trank  nvowul,  thjit  on  r««;iviiig  Uie  o 
from  bis  daughter,  be  rf<)tii>«t«d  sliv  « 
for  him — wbicli,  by-tbe-byc,  I  omttb 
you — a  rough  draft  of  tbe  important 
liaslingbam  ?      lit  fact,    it  was    to 
from  the  condusiou  of  Coniiigiby's  li 
would  do  »o. 

"  Tbe  next  idcn  ibnt  pTC-MfV  tut  m 
Coniiigsby  wril«  to  Mixs  Bi>llcinlc 
liCT  fathw?  Yotittill  yivjj^mjiijy^^ii 
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impelled  him  to  the  (iroopeding,  in  at  ^  u  re- 
fguiaA  die  »atit&etory  i«ue  of  ibe  afioir  nltogetlier. 
But  •vcn  lUlovring  in  lU  fulIo«t  extent  the  exist- 
ence auid  the  ttiflnt'Dw  of  Hueh  a  moUvo  M  this,  1 
^bt  whether  he  irould  have  adopted  ibe  mcuUTc 
it  toggestfd,  had  not  nrcumtttmnce  »uA  fc«)ing  antK 
ducd  him  intimately  with  her  to  wliom  the  app^ul 
■nH  nade:.     It  i«  erident  tliat  the  moat  unreserved 
iMcnfaange  of  thot^ht  Hubiisted    between  ihemi 
tbit  be  lin^w  at  once  tbc  capKctty  of  her  minrft  the 
NHibiliiy  of  Iter  heart.     Thn  eun  mrely  8ub«il, 
Wlween  ■  woimin  ob  diuaaag  m  MIm  llelleiftle, 
ud  •  nun  a»  ncconpliibed  aa  Coiiingsby,  witliout 
Hi  eithtr  qiringinfr  from,  or  inducing  something 
Mtt  tender  certainly,  and  tn  all  probability  more 
(Mlionate,  than  friendMbip.     Yet,  Ofpiia,  whnt  can 
bt  iwant  by  the  expression — '  interests  Mcred  to 
fta^    There,  I  presume,  he  rvfer«  to  Lord  Ilas- 
lin|Um,  and  how  can  tbc  one  «uppo«itton  accord 
"ilb  die  other  f    Then,  uhcn  »he  ao  »Dhc«itntin^ly 
iotned  the  name  of  Coningsby  in  the  rotigh  tlmft 
vUtfc  Uie  handed  orer  to  her  father,  she  must  have 
Mm  conscious  she  mentioned  n  luuno  calculated  to 
irritate  the  lofty  individual  whom  «hc  wns  iinxioiw  lu 
tBaciliatc ;  and  awuredly  not  witiiout  cat»i<lenitton 
"DuM  she  deci^te  nn  a  step,  likely  to  surprise,  unci 
emain  to  annnj'.     Did  she  do  this  for  the  sake  of 

riew  where  fae 
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must  diatingnisli  liimsclf  ?  or  bficaiw«  she  kn^w 
iiltliuiigit  iilic  miglit  wouiti)  the  prcjiidici^s  shtr  vruold 
ill  (he  tint  inHUtice  guard,  Aod  eventually  forward,  B 
the  reputation  of  Lord  Hasltn^ham? 

'*  My  dear  Louis,  1  havo  fought  iti)-  way 
ibrongh  the«e  reiMOits,  but  in  vnin ;  thoy  hem  init 
ill  ai^iii,  and  cut  off  my  retreaL  Possibly  yon, 
with  your  light  cavalry  of  &u(lden  impressions,  may 
break  tboir  ranks  more  cfTcctuully.  Your  gluoce 
never  rests  long  enough  to  Im  bcwihk'nid.  In  M' 
word,  enlighten  me. 

"  Ever  your  affectiotiale  bretlter, 

"  Hubert  Morkington. 

"  The   Percivals   leave   us   to-morrow — I 
Homtia's  step — ailicu  !" 

"  How  i»  tliiti?  another  half  nbeet !  a  conclut^iui: 
(o  n    concluHion,    like    an    ill-arranged   nermou,' 
thought  De  Grey,  as  he  opened  a  wmcwbat  b 
riedly  folded  paper. 


I 

It  one^ 

J 
J 


**  My  Dkar  Louis. — We  are  all  in  alarm 
conUeriialion.     I  told  you  I  hennl  Iloniliu  in  the- 
corridor.     1  saw  in  u  moment  that  shv  was  inuci 
agitated.     Mr.  [Vrrivsl  Itnd  just  been  brought  t: 
hy  bts  groom  and  otbera :  he  had  had  a  fall  froni 
h!«  horse,  and  it  wa.«i  apprflifniUv]  tlutt  ha  leg 
fractured;  tlie  groom  was  alrmdy  on  Ids  way  to 
Cheltenham,  for  a  surgeon.     I  re|p«t  to  add,  the 


-I 
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i^rabension  proved  correct;  tite  limb  is  jiut  act. 
ffot  Mrs.  Perdral  ia  niwt  wrctcticd.  1  will  write 
u  jrou  Kg^  ID  u  day  or  two,  and  ttl\  you  how  be  is 
iming  on. 

"  Erer  your'*, 


^ 


De  Grey  was  certiunly  both  startled  and  ■!■«- 
btved  at  the  inforiitiition  coiivi-yed  in  tint  luldition 
to  Sir  Hubert'*  dispatob.  He  bad  roccivcd  for- 
■Aerly  much  kindness  from  Mr.  Perciral,  Tor  uriiicli 
fce  felt  ^t«ful.  But  De  Grey  always  looked  to 
Uie  bright  side  of  things ;  and  in  a  few  moments  he 
Minngcd  itUut  Mr.  I'erdval  would  recover  rapidly, 
And  dai  In  till-  menu  time  lie  would  be  nursed  t» 
polection  by  Mrs.  I'ercival.  He  must  wild  by 
Uiat  post  an  asNuiance  of  bis  sympathy ;  and  as  it 
Wboved  him  to  write  so  immediately  on  tbe  one 
•object,  be  might  as  well  dispatch  the  other  also. 
}Ie  Md  (lowD  accordingly. 


*'Mv  Dkau  Hubeiit. — I  am  much  diittretscd  to 
bear  of  E'ercival's  accident.  1  beg  you  will  present 
die  ex[>res8ion  of  my  condolence  to  Mrs.  Percivnl, 
«nd  aasiue  ber,  that  1  trust  on  my  arrival  at  Morn- 
ington,  a  fortnigbt  hence,  to  find  him  in  a  degree 
eoovalwcenl.  My  prctiy  Horatia  will  have  been 
ffludi  iliocked :  but  tell  ber,  Hubert,  that  as  men 
cb 
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mvct  uriUi  nuiny  ncddeitts,  and  h  tiroin«ii  love 
ittirxG  tli«in,  ic  b  w  well  for  her  to  team  ber  dui 
when  all  tiling  are  learned  more  eitaily.  She  will 
be  an  admirable  nasbuuit  (o  Mrs.  Pcrdral,  and.! 
hope  she  will  ao  far  benefit  by  tlie  excellent  iitstnic-  ' 
Hons  she  will  receive,  lliat  when  I  break  either  legfl 
or  arm,  oke  will  tend  me  as  daintily  and  devotedly 
as  Psyche  would  Itave  tci>ded  Love,  if  lio  luu)  dis- 
located bts  wing  when  he  defmrted  from  her  bo 
abruptly.  fl 

"Talking  of  hovf,  I  am  reminded  of  the  orl^o] " 
Nubject  of  your  dispatch.  To  own  the  truths  the 
light  cikvalry  of  which  you  speak  were  alreadjr  half 
armed  w)»eu  you  Mimmoned  them  to  your  nniat- 
aiice,  hiiring  shortly  before  oome  in  from  a  skirnUab. 
1  dined  with  Captain  Coningsby  yt'atcr<iay  at  lb« 

Doan  of 'a.     TIw  dean  un<l  the  olficvr  aro  oifl 

tlia  moM  admirable  terms;  the  fonner  would  bind 
np  Coniiig^by's  wound*  even  with  hi*  batidfl ;  and 
the  latter  wonid command  hiaoTderly,atainoment'i 
notice,  to  ^lop  twenty  miles  for  the  Dean's  meet 
elegantly  embroidered  surplice.  I  liked  Con* 
tngsby's  nppeanuiot'  much :  I  traced  u  strong  re- 
aomblance  bt'tween  him  and  Lord  Iluslinghiun ; 
warn  Honitia  not  to  moke  a  blunder  when  ha 
arrives — tlic  mistake  would  he  awkward. 

"  As  for  tlirowing  light  on  the  mo\-iug  maaa  of 
your  opinions;  if  I  do  »o  it  will  ba  r  ckm  light,  for 
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I  have  ltdvaimd  on  Uic  subject  from  both  ends  M 

<Mct>(  like  a  Genuan  dremner  and  bis  double,  and 

\»ti!  iiucce«ded  rallier  diHtreRiinf;ly  in  coiniii^  in 

unlsct  widi  ray»el£     Fnnklyi  I   Irrat  my  argu* 

menu  w  that  judJc»oa«  people,  tli«  Freiicb,  do  ibeir 

MMlitutioiu.     I  put  tbcm  up  most  miergviicaUf, 

U  knock  tliem  down  nio«t  d?lib«nit(.-ly  ;  or  tbcy  are 

'a  tbe  way,  and  I  »tep  over  tbcm.     I  beard  after 

Auter  an  Uncienting  froi^ont  of  a  convenDtion 

WtvMo  ibo  bcTo  and  tbo  divine;  him]  I  bare  an 

■pnauon— you  ukcd  me  for  ImpreMJons — I  bad 

it  BOKover  wben  at  Moniinglou — tliat   tlie   fair 

iplonatict  is  in  love ;  and  I  lutv«  balf  an  imprev 

>«■  tbut  Cvnuigsby  i»  in  tovc.     U  sbe  in  lore  witli 

Wd  Hiwiiiigbsm  ?  is  Hbe  trying  to  love  Coning 

ky  f    If  it  comes   to  trying,   take   your  chancv, 

Hubert;  begin  before  Coniogftby  cornea:  ct^itivate 

J-tdy  Meldoii,  arrange  Lord  Mcldon's  ideas,  dis- 

*ntnge  yotrr  own,  force  out  tbc  tiiitli.     13ut  if  you 

liave  not  time — idle  man  lut,  by  profewton,  you  are 

-^I  tball  be  down  shonly;  1,  wbo  know  not  what 

it  H lobe  idle;  and  I  will  begin  the  nest  morning, 

tlie  fir»t  tbing  after  breakfast;  not  earlier,  for  1 

cannot  make  love  lasting :  tlie  fast  will  do  belter 

for  wbat  the  bachelors  designate,  witli  an  air  of 

l^vs  malice,  tlie  after-repentance  I    On  reflection, 

nothing  can  full  mor«  op)M>rtunely.    Lord  lliitiling- 

bam  is  abroad,  and  the  partridges  not  <iuile  ready 
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Comngsby'8  letter?     It  is  evidei 
have  been   him  who   underinined 
Coningsby   with    Lord  HasUnghi 
hinted  it  himself,  but  as  cautiously 
"  You  will  like  him  amazingly : 
most  perfect  composure,  for  depe 
lady  will  never  love  him.     Any  w( 
Coningsby,  would  run  mad  for  hi: 
waiting  like  the  charming  Tilburini 
scope  memory,  even  to  put  on  the  v 
Coningsby  has  an  influence  over  ti 
tain ; — there  comes  the  cross  light, 
however,  stand  in  my  light  if  you  \ 
Hubert,  I  can  make  nothing  of  it 

*'  Ever  your's, 
"  Louis 


CHAPTER  XIX. 

"  Tb«i  kntnr'it  how  aillia^;  I  would  etteet 

Th«  Dtftcb." 
■  •  •  a  a  • 

"  YoiiT  ilandcr  never  ean  enduuge  him. 

"  ir  I  em  do  it 
Bj  mght  that  I  can  ipeak  in  hia  diipraiie. 
She  ihal]  not  long  contiDue  love  to  him." 

Two  Gentleheh  of  Vekdka. 

"  I  (peak  in  underitandiDg, 
Therefore  I  do  advue  you." 

Kino  Lejih. 

'''stHusTFUL  of  the  present,  more  diBtrustful  of 
^  future,  Eleanor  Belleble,  as  she  wandered 
IvDiigli  the  park  at  Temple  Bourne,  found  herself 
"'^•^untarily  bathing  heart  and  mind  in  the  dark- 
ened current  of  the  past ;  like  one,  who  on  emerg- 
"¥  froui  a  valley  where  the  springs  were  fresh  to 
^  eye,  and  the  moss  tempting  to  the  feet,  looks 


It  seemed  to   Eleanor,  at 

stood  on  the  confines  of  a  cL 

tainly  to  touch  her  fortunes,  pe 

heart.  She  felt  that  the  chun  ot 

ing,  link  by  link,   round  her  foe 

and  that  the  vibration  from  th 

passed,  had  ascended  through  the 

In  the  electric  shock  there  was 

ling,  thrilling,  undefined ;  it  had 

forth   the  sleeping  principle  fro 

along  the  magnedc  chord  had  n 

nessof  life.     She  looked  up  in  thi 

appealing  tltoughta  to   Heaven,  t 

there  indeed  all  was   peace :   bt 

though  peace  belongs  to  Heaven, 

She  knew  that  it  walked  amongst 

and  paused  amidst  affections  mon 

was  conscious  that  there  was  withi: 

of  liappiness — of  that  lofty  happine 
l„„j ■     - 
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I  diswn  anunil  Uw  Imul  O  that  tli* 
ouU  Im(  cv«i)  till  the  taomlag  I 
m  was  ftrousml  from  lior  ni«4titatioii«,  by 
fU  ft  stiddcn  (urn  In  lh«  iwrk,  lior  Intlier. 
*  muf  as  calm,  hU  Toice  as  kimi  »)  ever ;  but 
nrident  to  her,  after  tlicy  had  convened 
Lbat  his  tniod  was  occupied  by  a  subject  lie 
eeitated  to  impart. 

ogtb  he  nid,  "  My  ilear  child,  wp  broak- 
I  Mily  this  morning,  that  the  letters  liad  not 
wbeo  we  separated ;  the  post  too  was  ratlier 
iB  OSHaL  Well,  I  iboiijKhl  you  would  like  to 
at  I  bad  heard  Irom  ConingBby.  lie  will 
I  kere  oa  Wednesday." 
lor  coloured  slightly.     "  So  soon  ?    b  Im 

well,  but  it  appears  to  mc  his  tetter  is 
aver  titan   uoual :   he  tells  me  Lord 
iti  aliroad  ere  now." 
^Eleanor  coloured,  and  tlita  lime  Hhe  treiii- 

w  Cotiingsby!  I  am  sure  lie  feels  the  c»- 
lenl  bitterly :  and  lo  think  of  the  lauur. 
IteADor  !  if  we  bad  but  known  (hit  before 
iMlingliara  left  Mornin^on,  wc  would  hare 
to  him — at  leuflt  you  shouUl  have  spoken  to 
mt  it." 

impowible  I  could  have  spoken  to  him 


(tone    that — unless — unless    i 
sake " 

"  My  dear  Eleanor,  there 
harm  in  telling  Mm." 

"  But  he  would  have  been  hi 
coDcileably  offended." 

"  He  is  offended  now,"  said  ] 

"  Offended,"  but  not  with  . . 
j>  JH  denly.     "  And  Henry  comes  on 

"Ah  I  Eleanor,  when  I  have 
had  Heaven  blest  me  with  aucl 
possible  he  could  yet  be  ray  soi 
so  fast — you  are  aware  I  always  i 
surely  he  wished  it  too — but  tber 
prehensibte  change.  May  I  not 
sible,  my  child  7" 

Eleanor  was  silent. 

"  And  he — how  could  he  be  ' 
loving  you  ?  He  who  knew  yoi 
admired  every  thing  you  said  ai 
Vienna  whispered  thatitwna  i-"- 


ng  vicrpt  dial  ibote  around  you 
11(1  I  mn  lui]>j>y  wli!le  wiUi  you." 
loanor,  by  me  on  tliU  beiicli :  diere 
n  your  words  Uiat  struck  painfully 
Ippy  wliilp  with  me!  But  will  iiot 
hh  you  ?  aii<l  wbo  ahall  make  yoa 
Tou  are  loo  gentle^  loo  lender,  to 
saJone:  you  must  tcv\  tliis,  I  know 
y«t  yoti  do  not  act  as  if  you  felt  it. 
I  have  wen  more  of  tlic  world :  ili« 
I  the  excclleni  in  cliaracter,  Itave 
va  anxious  to  aspire  to  you,  but 
>d  tfaem  all.  WIil'IIkt  you  rppelJed 
D  not  know :  there  wum  a  cluiiige  in 
ui<l,  but  yet  you  were  more  int>- 
;  and  oertaJiily  you  dulttigiilsJietl 
hed  liim  from  all  the  rest  tJiat  bo- 
II.  You  must  remember,  ilml  after 
ienna,  other  pretetulcrs  stood  aloof. 
av9  occupied   either  with    hlBi   or 


■■  *)«UUI«ISllUUHbS 

Mfliluii,  psntiling;   "  but  he  alMi 

P<>r»<>p  «iitrencliecl  in  «tAt«lincss, 

by  a  sort  of  defereuce  paid  to  hit 

"  Ah  !  had  you  known  biin  be 

"But  he  would  let  nobody  kn 

"It  vnu  Hifficull  to  know  hin 

Bib]«." 

"  Yes,  he  was  certainly  diflfen 
I  began  by  comparing  bin  wiUi  < 
WAD  an  un  fort  una  t4:  oompiiriMii  fo 
my  opinion  alone :  Coningsby  tfa 
$luulc  at  once." 

"There  was  the  miuliief — tlii 
exclaimed  Eleanor  with  aniniitti« 
fell  it  from  die  first.  I  knew  b 
as  Lord  Hasliugliam's  wouhl  be  v 
knowlritge  of  tlie  fiicu  The  eelip 
it  obscured  him — the  iliu-km-ss  re 
.The  firM  idea  was  lo  ilo  Itonnur 
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,ed  on,  Ktw,  Uitceii,  hnd  could  Iibvo  pre- 
I — yt» — I  nHilcl  bav4>  prcdK-tvH  all,  sJiort  ot 
b«olute,  ibat  unnatural  eatnuigrmriit'— I  will 
le  a  stroDKCT  term — he  was  too  noble  to  liat*. 
^wi  by  purvdling  tliat  Henry  could  l>en«t  so 

to  the  homage,  that  he  indeed,  also,  wm 
nvrilltng  (o  reccire,  br  would  have  ree«ive<l 
tooptDj^.  Then,  be  thought,  why  do«i  he 
ll?  He  U  of  m^  houte — is  he  not  proud  f 
^B  be  hU  motive?     He  watcbe<l,  that  be 

detect  thitt  motive.  At  lut  he  thought  be 
[BCOvere<I  one.  lie  became  silent,  grave,  ab- 
)d^ — he  started — be  recoiled — and  watched 
^hlir  idlrrs  of  the  Court  thought  him 
^trangc,  and  lliey  lamed  more  eagtrty  ilnn 
o  Henry  Coniiigoby.  I  have  heanl,  when  ■ 
r  was  to  be  recjuested,  one  whisper  to  another, 
te  interest  with  Cooingnby — talk  bim  over — 

Hanlinghnm  will  not  Ii»trn/ — And  ho  the 
ly  was  toi  ami  grew.  I'ben  too,  that  crafty, 
Icglgiiii^ ....." 

Iloah  !  Eleanor,  there  ia  yoor  mamma's  pony 
ge.  She  is  going  to  draw  up;  what  can  she 
to  i»y  to  iw  ?" 

Hy  dear  l..ord  Mcldon,  I  liave  just  seen  one  of 
Hubert's  groom*,  galloping  away  in  t)ic  dis- 
kand  I  wbhed  to  know  what  was  your  latest 
[^  Mr.  PeiYHVaL" 


"  Surely  »lte  will  be  perfectly 
geom  lay  an  injuDctioii  oti  her  to  t 

"  It  ifi  impossible  for  Mrs.  Per 
fectly  quiet:  ttbe  kiiown  bow  rapi( 
tion  always  flum««  m«,  ycl  hIiv  ul 
an  any  where." 

"  All !  but  Karoma,  a  siek  husbn 

"  I  am  Hurprisctl  ho  has  »ot  bet 
imiakin)^  his  \cg,  my  ticitr  Eleanor 
must  be  ciiougb  to  wear  tuiy  man's 

"  Perhaps  Mr.  Perci?a)  ha^nel 
first,  ukamma."  ^^H 

'■Pardon  me,  he  Is  really  in  biouel] 
bl«  man.  rxcrcdingly  well  bred,  c< 
fciuivc,  (K'rfectly  quiet;  in  fact,  fnu 
oblif^ed  to  iitteti,  be  lias  got  outM 
apettking  binuelf.  Rut  xht»  aecidefli 
fottunate  busiaess ;  nothing  coukU 
more  mal  d  pmpor,"  f 

"  For  poor  Herclral,  ccrlwDljr 
Meldon. 
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1*011  i>\*-ase,  to  rfrnw-  up  iind  wnit  for  me  iindur  that 

■'OKil)  lnn;     B<.-g  liim  iiwC  to  disturb  l-'ido,  who  la 

>slwp  on  U>e  tnali  iumI  desire  him  to  open  (be 

clonk,  and  lay  it  over  llie  seat :  only  lie  mittt  be 

canful  urid  not  »U-p  on  Fido." 

Tlic  dif cctiiiiu  given  and  observe*),  I^dy  M«ldoti 
oow  look  ber  lord's  arm,  and  walked  aluwly  on. 

•*  I  am  imxious  to  explain  wbat  I  in«~atil  uboul 
Mr.  Perciviil's  acridenl.  You  are  awure  we  are 
particularly  ijuiel  just  at  preaeut.  Wc  have  only 
tli«  Mnnsfields  witb  us,  and  yoitog  Falconer." 

"  Pray  wtier«  ara  tlic  Man»fic)de  and   Falconer 

"  O,  ID  Uwt  lioirid  billiard-room.     I  with  bil- 
wd*  bad  never  been  inveDted;  every  »trokc  on 
tte  balls  jars  bo  terribly  on  my  nerves." 
"  Out,  my  dear   Klixabetli,  you  ain  ttrjircely,  I 
*)wuM  Itope,  bear  tlie  strokes,  in  lluit  Favourite  liule 
*vim  of  your*  ?" 

Lord  Meldon  knew  perfectly  well,  tliat  bad  Laily 
I  Xirliton's  ear  or  nerves  been  of  a  finer  cotiMructioii 
^HMian  fell  to  the  lot  of  morliLls  in  gcncnd,  or  to  tier's 
^^Hb  particiitar,  tlie  fntiil  sound  of  ibe  tiimrn^fiblo 
V  *itta  and  maccK  could  by  no  powbility  peni^lrutc 
Uirangb  dlhcr,  to  that  complex  thing,  (lie  brain ; 
inumucb  m  tlie  favonrite  little  room  ulhtited  to 
>M  dtuaied  in  a  remote  winp,  at  ihc  cml  of  ballti 
MJor  and  minor,  and  a  lobby  b«8ideH,  ^eiitiiielli'd 


complaisance  to  tlioee  »eus!bititi«s 
HCUlenesA,  in  llic  kinilliiK-wi  of  liis  h| 
by  ibe  tact  t>i  n  mote  wurliily  coartc 
learned  to  soollie  aitit  fl/itler. 

"  No,  tWre  I  confess  I  nm  qiiictl 
babit  to  L-nmpUin  idly ;  biit  I  urn  iil 
hear  tbcm  wlirn  1  movo,  mora  os[ 
liavc  occBMon  to  come  »n<l  »{)«ak  to 
tbiiig.     I  went  to  look  for  yoiijiiMJ 
came  out — aiKl   tlwt   rcmiii<ls  me 
nyinif.    1  cannot  tbink  how  Mr.  P«r 
to  break  hU  Ifg."  § 

*'  The  tiorees,  my  dear  t^y  MI 
to  do  things  of  that  sort  for  uii  mmucI 
we  like  it  or  not"  ^ 

*'  But  Mr.  Pcrcival  ridM  n  well" 

"  Mtb.  PcToival  mys  so,  I  aflL 
Eleanor.  f 

"  1  liope,  Kloanor,  yoa  are  not  on 
inclined   to  doubt  his   bur 
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pttmcDed  lie  nxle  well;  nil  KOntlvtiirii  are  iHttind 
^  ate  well :  I  like  do  man  wlio  tantiut  Hdi;  m  lie 

"  Tlirn,  maintna,  t  hofw  you  like  Mr.  De  Grey ; 
be  hifeed  might '  'irildi  tUe  world  wlUi  noble  hone- 
auMf.'" 

"  Kkanor,  I  must  rcpi^st,  Uuit  of  all  mpii  wlwiii 
It  Ui  bwn  my  fimum-  to  mott  (n  :li*  coune  of 
tb  lau  few  yesra,  Mr.  I>c  Grey  i*  rlie  one  wtiont 
1  prowmnce  Uie  most  decidedly  dimgreeable.  I 
Ui  &  rcpugmuioe  to  him  tlic  Inatuit  I  snw  liim  on 
wr  return  here:  tbere  in  Mtni-tliing  in  tlie  expreA- 
*i»B  of  hw  eye  (wrtlculxrly  itii|ili,-uant — I  never 
M>  well  eyes  In  my  life." 
"  Kor  I  either,"  wud  Ekniior,  Mniliii|{- 
*  It  »  a  ipvRt  [lity  tluit  Liidy  Morningion  ever 
■vtinl  agstn ;  th&l  youi^  mni)  must  b«  &  perpetual 
"wee  of  lonncm  l«  poor  Sir  Hubert.  If  it  were 
^foc  Mr.  I)e  Grey,  tKis  accident  of  Mr.  Percival 
oigkt  not  perbafM  ai^ify  bo  much,  aftt^r  all.  But 
*i  I »«  going  to  ay,  notKing  could  Ii«ve  hapi>ened 
••re  niiUiclcily ;  for  just  now  tlmt  we  arc  so  very 
Wet,  with  hardly  any  i:otD]>any  in  the  house,  ]l 
*^uU  have  h«i-n  so  delightful  to  luive  liad  tluit 
**inWmiinly  Sir  Hulwrtall  to  ourselres — and  now 
*«ppo»e  he  will  not  much  like  leavirijt  the  Pcr- 
*lla.  Not  but  what  I  think  lie  might  iiiidouhtedly 
"^  w  with   the  moat  perfect  propriety  :  he  can  do 


<■  'I1im   let  h»r  go  tn  L«dy 
dilate  on  tlic  incriu  of  ber  <lclig 
De  Crty.     1  wiali  wc  could  get 
Tlmt  odious  brother  of  liis  will 
My  d<!»r  Lord  MeMoii,  I  tliiiik  j 
it :  I  assure  you,  we  kIibII  liuvc  I 
dUtely :  yrti,  I  diirc  say  be  wil 
time  Mr.  IVrcival  u  KnUing  bet 
sliall  be  obliged  to  ask  liim  and  I 
Good  IlcikVfti  1  tin  anfi^l  could  i 
dinner,  with  Mn.  Pcrdval  at  on* 
and  Mr.  Ue  Grey  at  ibc  oibcr," 

"  Well,  but  Eleanor  will  take 
Grey:  sbc  will  engage  to  disdplii 
him,  it  appears,  Elizabctli ;  and  K 
may  ny  «o  before  my  modoat 
admim  her." 

"  Mr.  De  Grey  admire  EImi 
Mcldon,  Kto|)ping  abruptly  in  ho 
vmlk,   and   thou  witbdrawic 


TIIK   ENGAGCHZKT. 


Mtldon,  jrou  for^t  what  b  iot  to  oitr  itsii^liier. 
Ur.  l>c  Grey  U  wild,  hearbtronf;,  uninanagcolile, 
-W  00,  Uvut  inde«d  would  be  a  folly  ao  oiit* 
ngMD*,  tlial  I  da  twt  conceive  wea  be  wouM  be 
gwlly  of  it" 

"A  folly  to  admirr  you,  my  poor  Elpaoor'  I 
bIM  yoii  m'MlMit ;  your  inamtna  would  make  yoo 
iWluiHy  liambte." 

"  Lord  Meldon,  you  know  perfectly  well  wliat 
I  DtBo.  Fortunately,  Eleaiior  is  m  conscioas  of 
*bai  «!ie  owes  to  us  and  to  lientelf,  tbat  *hc  will 
not,  I  AID  sure,  condescend  to  flirt  witb  Mr.  D« 
Gtty." 

"  Mamma,  I  could  not  condescend  to  flirt  with 
•uynaii." 

"That  Witt  like  my  own  tight-miade^t,  well- 
f^Wled  ICleanor.  And  tJiose  who  will  uot  con- 
iotmA  to  flirt,  will  hardly  doi^n  to  love,  where 
^  Mg^ht  not.  I  liave  never  bud  aiiy  trouble 
"itb  yoo,  Eleanor,  and  1  am  certain  I  tievcr  shall." 
"Bui  love  i»  tucb  a  different  thing  from  flirting," 
^  Lonl  Metdou. 

"  My  dear  Lord  Meldon,  you  must  forgivo  me, 

'niI  you   do   not   nmlcrsbutd    ihoNC    tilings:   lovo 

lunon^  young  bulica  of  rank,  it  not  the  same  sort 

of  love  tbat  you  read  of  in   books  j  only  I  never 

CDiild  get  you  to  agree  with  me  there." 

Eleanor   bud   walked   hastily  oo ;    autd   as   she 

VOL.  tl.  D 


Bbort  {wase,  "  yoo  pnvoir? 
parti culurl)'  awkwiird' — Mr.    U 
Hubert'*  Imnhcr " 

"  liu)e«<t,  my  ilear  Elizabetli 
pardcular  awkwsrdnws  at  all. 

"  My  dear  l.ord" — Lnily 
tlien,  sutMcnly  doubtinj;  the 
jiist  at  tliat  precise  laomenL  an 
plan  before  the  straightforward 
drcseed,  she  folded  up  die  most 
it  in  \ai»le,  and  prococdud  to  tra 
minutely  tlie  portion  wliick  sIk 
9pr«ad  before  him. 

"  It  would  be  very  iinpleasaal 
under  the  nocoasit)'  of  bring  rut 
so  old|  to  intimate  a  friend  as  I 
ington." 

"  Moat  unpleasant  certainly; 
is,  I  cannot  see  the  necessity  < 
said  yourself,  only  n  few  minuta 
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Ignm  nan  nerroua  every  nrament  tliat  I  tliink 
ofk  Mn.  PernraJ  being  detaioed  liere  by  li«r 
Mtnd's  accident — has  be  had  any  otber  surgeoat 
ia  you  know  ? — I  lun  afraid  it  will  be  a  lon^  basi> 
nn;  Uiat  Mn.  Perdval  would  interfere  witli 
twry  thing." 

"  But  whnt  luis  sbe  got  to  interfere  in  ?  That  b 
"int  I  rannot  taaku  out" 

"  My  dear  Lord,  you  do  vex  me  aoinetiraes ; 
;w  ue  ito  kind-kt^rted,  so  full  of  integrity  your- 
xJf.  tLal  yon  never  give  a  tbought  to  tlie  cliancc 
•f  other  people  man(jeiivTing." 

"Manoeuvring!  U'bo  Is  maDOBumng?" 

"  Why,  I  loW  you.  Mm.  Pcreiral ;— at  least  1 
^  conviuocd  »be  will,  n«  mm*  as  Mr.  Perairal 
tm  a  little  better,  <ihe  affects;  such  an  excessive 
'Midy  about  Mr.  De  Grey."* 

"Ferfaaps  sbe  is  really  aoxioui:  ho  is  n  fine 
Jtwg  man.  Sir  Hubert  aaid  she  was  very  kind 
■bont  the  sppointtnenL" 

"But  I  am  not  talking  about  liis  appointment: 
1  va  thinking  of  Eleanor.  Not  tint  I  imiigimt 
<^-  De  Grey  bimnelf  would  be  so  mad — I  nid  so 
^iore-.  at>d  wore  it  not  for  Mrs.  I'croival— she  is 
jaw  tbe  woman  to  put  surli  wi  idea  in  his  head." 

"  1  have  not  seen  much  of  Mr.  Dc  Grey,  eer- 
ily  "  said  Ix)rd  Meldon. 

"  Wiiukl  to  Heaven  I"  intcriapted  ber  ladyship, 
d3 


n-as  f(<Ang  to  add,  dtat,  in  fiir 
go<-fi,  I  do  not  tliiiitc  lie  wotiM 
idea  in  his  bead." 

"  Not  let  any  one  drag  ui  i 
it  htul  once  got  in,"   mid  Ijidy 
"  So  if  lie  does  choose  to  fall  in 
in  the  pure  spirit  of  pervt-neo 
unjustifiable  amusement — — " 

"  Rut  Eleanor  said  she  wotiM 
remember;  ao  do  not  dis(reM< 
•arily." 

"  Dut  then  Sir  Hubert— it 
pleasflnt  effect  upon  Sir  liubeit; 
Mcldon,  forfTcttinfr  for  n  mfHn4> 
had  laid  down  for  herself. 

"  Unpleasant  effect  on  Sir  h 
no  fear  of  tliat.  If  his  brother  i 
it  U  no  affair  of  his.  Young  i 
things;  it  may  be  imprudent  a 
Uke»  bim,  but  it  does  nut  ».lrikc 
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Nul,  littt  >  daugtiter  of  ODrs,  oor  outy  child,  our 
Umo,  lioiilcl  nurry  Mr.  De  Grey  ?" 

"  I  DfTcr  thotiglit  about  it,  my  dearest  Eliza- 
tvitli.  It  wu  time  enough  to  do  so  wben  be  made 
ia  propowl." 

"  Made  his  proposd  I     Mr.  De  Or«y  propMe 

"  It  tnjgbt  happen ;  might  It  not  ?" 

"And  you  do  not  wem  to  can  whvther  it  iihoulil 
ftrnot?" 

"  Why  if  sbo  did  not  love  him — and  pray  be 
Mured  I  lua  guiltlcM  of  all  wish  tluit  she  »linuld— 
^voald  receive  liis  diamiwnl,  ai  othermcn  Itave 
■tone:  and  if  »he  did " 

"  Von  cannot,  1  presume,  intend  to  add,  yon 
»oulii  allow  her  to  B«c«pt  him  ?" 

"I  repeat  I  do  not  wish  her  to  love  him— but, 
•Iw  Aild,  if  it  were  her  fiile  to  lore  him—" 

'A  moKt  «*3(lr;ionIin.iry  f»le  that  would  be,  and 
™t  I  aliall  liardly  take  the  trouble  to  deprecate. 
'  (in  wrry  you  make  me  express  nysolf  so  hastily. 
'»fnar  m«;  by  j;oiiiu  on." 

"  Poor  Eleanor !  we  have  never  interfered  with 
'^t  yet ;  would  it  be  quite  liur  to  do  so  tlivn  ?  To 
W  lurc  he  if  not  rich." 

"Rich!     Why  hi«  father  liad  nothing,  or  next 
to  Qatbing,  wlien  Lady  Moratngton,  mwl  unfor- 
•""Wely  as  it  has  turned  out  for  my  tranquillity, 
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"  Bat,  ray  denr  l^y  Mddon 
Kood  family ;  and  you  forget  be  < 

"  Really,  I  think  site  bad  bee 
cient  number  of  ycnn  to  fot^i 
muMn  aro  obliged  to  do,  whote 
die  M  convenieutly  as  Sir  Clmrlei 

**  But  ai  lie  did  liappen  to  dir 
rich  viiougli  to  i>leaM  herself ' 

"  I   wish  the  would  hare  pie 
olber   way,   liowerer.      I   never 
Diarrying  Mr.  De  Grey." 

"All  1  argue  is,  rieh  people  nil 
sometUniw." 

"  If  your  allusion  is  to  Eleanof 
you  seem  to  forget  that  she  has 
she  owes  olwdienoe." 

It  would  h<  wrwug  indeed,  ' 

that,"  said  Lord  Meldon,  feelingi 

ever  been  a  most  dutiful  child.     G 

that  1  should  iiiterpoM  my  Bi 
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Ibf  fint,  I  hnre  eoosMerad  inpoarible.  I  bv€ 
Elonor,  I  triut,  u  weU  h  yon  can  do :  I  bnc 
Dwr  pride,  perliaps,  and  you  inu«t  makr  ullowance 
far  ihiL  1  never  could  tolerate  Mr.  lie  Gr«y: 
ftm  ibe  lint  I  dinliked  him ;  long  before  I  con- 
Mired  It  po«il>l«  we  tboiild  ever  have  to  consider 
Urn  in  reference  to  t'llnnor.  With  Mr.  De  Grey 
for  a  MMi-in-law,  1  kIiouM  be  dead  in  a  wn-k.  You 
bive  made  mc  so  nen-otu  that  all  uiy  ideas  are  in 
eonfusion.  Not  that  I  wish  to  blame  you  by  any 
nmu;  I  know  you  did  not  mean  to  agitate  me — 
Ton  are  alwa)'s  mo»t  con&idemte.  And  then  Mr. 
Pneival's  accident  lias  worried  me  so  ...  ■  but, 
oy  dear  Lord,  may  I  be^  you  will  ride  over  to 
Itcniagton  Hall,  and  m-c  if  you  can  prevail  on 
.  Sir  Hubert  to  dine  here  on  Wednesday." 

"  Wednesday  ?  O,  1  forgot  to  tell  you,  Henry 
tlaniupby  comes  down  on  Wednesday." 

"Does  be?" 

"  Why,  my  dear  I^y  Meldon,  you  do  not 
tw  to  like  the  announcement:  you  used  to  be 
fcnd  of  Henry." 

"  Ym,  I  am  fond  of  him ;  but  I  tliought  he  could 
**t  tvoK  so  soon :  you  have  taken  me  by  surpitz«. 
^W  makeH  him  in  such  a  hurry?" 

"  Wi-I!,   I  dare  say  be  will  be  most  glad  to  ite« 
*Uul)ert  on  b!s  urrivnl;  m>  1  will  ri<ie  over  im* 
"t^lely.     1  might  have  written  by  the  groom,  if 
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luk  Sir  Hubert  for  Tuesday.     Hen 
much  to  tjilk  over  at  fif»u" 

"  Consider,   there  are  the  Mans: 
Yoii  lind  forgotten  the  Mnnsfields." 

"  O,  »  mere  family  party — relati 
the  MansGetds  Dolhing." 

"  But   I   think,"  sait)    Lonl    Me 
"  Coningvby  would  be  so  particulal 
the  idea  of  meeting  Sir  Hubert" 

"  My  <t«ur  Lord,  by  all  means  (k| 
Pray  summon  the  pony  carriage :  on 
struck  me,  there  is  that  meeting  at  C 
WcdjicMliiy;  and  prrba{)«  Sir  Hubci 
it  a  point  of  attending  thote  tilings — 

"  The  meeting  takes  place  in  the 
remember  right." 

"  I  repeat,  du  as  you  p]ca»e.  I 
why  Henry  comes  down  ao  much  ei 
liad  proposed.  However,  1  will  no 
Make  ray  best  complimeiils  to  Mrs. 
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Uadi.  And  now  I  am  afniid  t  muHl  leave  you  : 
tit  ponic*  will  jrct  lidgclty  with  iitan<ltng  90  long. 
YnwiU  ask  Mim  Moriiin^^n,  of  course— Lady 
Mvmiflgtnn  nerer  goes  out  to  dinner:  not  quite 
I  proper  duippron«,  I  dunk,  for  that  poor  ffirl,  witli 
I  nek  Uogliing;  iipiriu  as  the  luu.  It  will  he  l>i'tt«r 
I  "ben  ibe  n  married.  She  is  rery  pretty  certainty 
-^ery  like  Sir  HuberL  She  would  be  churning 
■'4  a  liitli*  more  manner.  But  i>oor  Sir  Hubert  f 
HW  couM  he  do,  left  k>  youitg  a  widower !  She 
Ui  been  rrocn  infancy  too  much  with  men.  Aod 
Ibia  her  unforUiiMiU't  h«r  foolioh  fondness  for  her 
udr!  Sneb  an  ancle!  A  denrabli!  coTn|itiniuu 
■J  mnHdant  for  a  young  lady  certainly  !  My 
WmiiJiinent  is,  that  there  is  uny  thing  feminiite 
b^  ibaat  her.  But  then  Sir  Hubvrt  i»  so  grace- 
nM  Qoaa  you  like,  my  dear  lord,  about  the  day 
"Tociday,  I  confew,  secniH  preferable  to  me." 

An4  with  this  parting  counsel,   Ludy  Meldon 
"1^  into  tbe  carriage,  und  wuvcil  her  hand  in 
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to  tlie  rigbt  dmae  of  kings.  A«,  nioreovert 
tti  i^t  Icmiuitic  supported  the  ri>(lit  bucn&n,  it 
*Pp(Vtd  pTDtwble  tbat  ihe  pierogaiivv  wonid  not 
ix  nSeni  to  lie  donnuit.  Fortunately,  tJie  n«r> 
WantM  wn  m  exdiutrdy  mental,  tliat  all  cor^ 
pcml  ntrroiiancaa  waa  for  the  inoment  forgoUvfl : 
*>d  lit  gntom  to  whom  belonged  tlie  honour  of 
ItidiDglicrdiscrcct-lookinK  ponies,  narvelled  at  the 
■to  of  unwonted  t-omposurc,  wliicb  permitted  bin 
'^JWia  faerd  of  deer  unaided  by  instructions  pri- 
**>t  aod  confideotialt  and  a  rustic  bridge  vritbout 
Irning:. 

SiapLicity  of  idea  ia  aometimes  an  emblem  of 
power.  Ijuly  Meldon'a  fint  idea  was  aimple  enough 
'■■Ifcftl  Eleanor  ought  to  lave  been  married  by  this 
''fue,  aixi   that  then  there   could  not  have  been 
**cfc  trouble  about  murrjing  her  now.     No  condu- 
*'0a  could   liare   been  mora   untleniably  fair,   or 
'•tiler,  more  inevitably  true ;  but  alas  I  she  was  no* 
^^arried,  and  Lady  Meldoci  iLad  to  conaider  a  pal- 
pable conclusion   to  her  perplexities,  Inatcad  of  u 
logical  nne  to  her  ponition.     FirMt  there  waa  Henry 
Conlogsby ;  she  had  wished  extremely  lit  a  former 
1)«Tiod,  that  Eleanor  would  marry  him.     Eleunor 
**■  kvare  of  the  wl&li,  and  Hhe  might  just  at  well 
utvB  coosented   to  please  her; — and    Coningsby 
Wv  it  too,  and  he  might  have  been  a  Uttk-  more 
decided.  Sometimes  »lic  tliougbt  hu  loved  Eleanor, 
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ingsby,  slio  rode  with  bim,  itbe 
hiiD|— still  moTv,  »iie  naked  his 
AresA,  as  if  faer  owd  taste  coiild 
her,  B  taste  wbicb  had  bten  so  1 
into  hor  from  chitdhowl— it  could 
for  thp  pleasure  of  appealing  to 
vain  aiii)  improper  of  CoDing«k)'l 
or  rather  cnsnarr  Eleanor  into 
familtnrily.  Wjiut  would  Sir  Hul 
Sir  Hubert  would  withdraw  at  on 
don  felt  convinced  be  would,  just 
but  suspect  Lord  HusUn^hum  luul  il 
lingham,  who  c«rtsinly  had  once 
excea^vcly.  It  was  vexatious,  an 
grec— And  I^rd  Mcldon,  be  wos 
whatever.  He  suffered  Eleanor  t 
slie  pleased.  Then  again,  in  regai 
be  was  precisely  the  man  calculate' 
nor,  and  still  more,  tlic  man  ccrtai 
lie  ihould  not  liwe  >iiHim^^^A 
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M  nude  op  ber  mind  never  to  ilo — th«  climate 
*VbU  JiiU  ber.  Temple  Uouriie  wa«  smaller,  but 
ttni  (( was  so  et^;ant ;  and  when  obliged  to  go  tu 
Undon,  tbc  joomey,  compxTntirely  Ri^tiJciiig — w 
trttjoorncyn  could  be  made  so  tu  an  invalid— wu 
UMSjroDe. 

Aauld  «b«  b«  cold  to  Coningitb)-  i  Sbe  did  not 
tUik  the  could  manage  ibat :  be  was  really  very 
•imablc,  or  ratlier,  he  wua  Lady  Clurisbroolt'R  son, 
■>riu  tbe  coldness  would  be  ridiculotu  and  unoc- 
(Houblc.  And  tlien  iliat  intolerable,  tliat  pre- 
*^tBous,  tbat  fatiguing  Mr.  Uc  Grey  .... 

Fortunately  for  Dc  Grry,  just  as  the  anathema 
*Itug  ap  afresb  in  I^y  Mcldon's  brain,  new  dip- 
P«4  in  bitter*!  Uie  groom,  who  happened  to  bare 
"it  nedilstiona  loo,  contrived  to  let  one  of  tlie 
Heels  grajte  sliglilly  against  a  gate  post,  and  Lady 
■I'ddon  exchanged  on  tbe  instant  one  objcet  of 
l*trar  for  anodter. 

Lwd  Meldon  in  tbe  meantime  set  off  for  .Morn- 
■"gtiMi.  He  began  to  <l«ubt  tbe  propriety  of  iiivit- 
*{  Sir  Hubert  for  Wcdnewluy,  convinced  as  be  irun 
'W  Lady  Mvldoit  alwayi*  uwlcrstood  those  tbings ; 
■■tiiles,  after  Coningsby's  arrival,  be  sboiild  befur- 
i^M  with  8  pleantnt  excuse  for  inviting  him  again. 
And  idua  having  decided  (lie  vreighly  pofni  of  tbo 
'ly,  he  alSghtml,  and  gained  admission  to  Sir 
Hobert  in  bU  libmry. 
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II  appeared,  however,  in  unsotie 

Mn.  Perciral,  acted  on  by  ter  o 

beoomo  traiisfonacd  into  an  cMJifyi 

of  a   reaigiialion   tiiat   walked  tu 

down  to  8i|i;li  at  regular  interrab  : 

sometimes  for  Mr.  Perciv&l,  som«t 

dren,  and  wmctimes  for  berwelf. 

impOMible  for  ber  to  be  idle :  abe 

saige<Mt ;  not  tb&t  ^w  wouM  bavi 

tcrfcre  with  bim,  but  be  bad  poaid* 

oaiiid  venture  to  do  notltiof;  witboH 

bad  to  write  leners  onder  Mr.  Pei 

and  reitd  tlie  piipen  to  bim,  Bnd 

from  piamphtetfl,   and  look   over  . 

oot««  of  committees,  and  fold  his  I 

bis  B^nfs  ucoounta,  uud  transmit 

•olifiitor.    la  sborl,  her  kiuo  of  du 

coondendon  for  obligstiona,  wbi 

particular — lior  ooiiKioaaiHaB  tbat 

cd  on  ber  exertion-     |1|  nfrrnmir 
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toni  Mrldon  conceived  that  a  mui,  khoitt  wboM 
wd  nidi  ■  iDulti{) licit jr  of  liusioeis  was  traraacUdt 
Out  be  presiuned  lo  bo  in  a  dMirnlile  atste  of  oo«- 
wlltwnce ;  and  tltat,  UIcmmI  anil  iu<i«d  by  Uir  pre- 
■DN  and  exertions  of  w  affectionnic  u  wife,  the 
>liinicei  wbether  for  occupation  or  amusem^ntt  of 
la^oet,  muHt  Ue  an  object  of  per&.>ct  indiSvrcBM. 
laiborl,  for  once  Lord  Meldon  waa  positive;  lie 
VMld  take  no  dental,  and  Sir  Hubert  agreed  on 
tWTBesday  to  dtiie  at  Temple  Hotime.  Horutia, 
k  knew,  would  not  quit  Mrs.  Pennral. 

To  own  tlie  truth,  Sir  Hubert  felt  anfBciently 
^ItMcd  at  the  cordial  ennicttDoas  of  Lord  Meldon, 
)■  sell  oa  at  the  occmIihi  that  called  it  into  play. 
lUwHS  anxious  to  see  more  of  Eleanor;  why,  be 
|«ila]M  hardly  knew.  Was  De  Grey  in  earnest 
*ial?  He  should  like  to  asceilain  tlial:  in  the 
*tlii  time  he  must  make  obserratioiis. 

Tuesday  came.  The  small  dinner  parties  at 
TtiDplo  Douriie  wi^re  always  in  excellent  taste. 
Wy  Meldon  piqued  luirself  on  tbeir  arnuigcmcnts 
-uraDf^ements,  howeTer,  which  were  inrariably 
■l|>eriBI«Dde4l  by  Eleanor  ;  and  Eleanor,  in  her 
(tntltiMss  and  her  ({Tuce,  pre«i<kNl  i>vvt  one  of 
i^Me  diminutive  eireles  like  a  sylph  throned. 
SIis  waa  at  such  times  charming  by  her  refined 
W  quiet  courtliness ;  and  the  elegance  which 
Jnubed  from  the  polishetl  surfuce  of  her  umplicity 
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Certain  it  was,  tlial  all  tliingii 

Tuesday  combined  to  make  Sir  t 

l-aJy  Meldoii  jwrfocUy  well.     It 

tliouglit,  to  be  again  (tomeBlicati 

an  old  and  sincere  friend ;  not  a  (t 

world,  and  bclon^in^  to  tliu  wortd| 

luktl  iiboiit  him  tlic  kindlinv»»  llini 

the  kindnea  that  subdues:  rank 

liitn,  wealth  had  not  corrupted  him 

Lk  iMture  bad  defied  the  enervat 

each:  it  was  somctliing  to  be  warn 

Sfich  a  man.     The  Mansfields,  too 

iu^,  and  she  pleasant:  and  youn^  I 

mode«t  m«  young  m«n  go ;  he  otily 

attontiol)   to  Eleanor,   and   no   mc 

there  were  ono  or  two  country  mcDi 

and  likeil ;  and  the  hotix'^  wan  a  peri 

in  its  way ;  and  the  flonem — uoUiit 

the  graceful  combinations  of  the  I 

alalwster  rases  fresh  from  Italy,  i 

oaaio,  and  tlic  caskets  of  stnin 
».  — -*— ^^^ 
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iD(t  the  heart  once  tempted  iuU>  MftntMi 

briglitencd  witli  delight,  like  a  dove  enebrioMl 

wuett  broodn  on  b  s|ilencli<l  |>Mce.    The  light 

1^  and  dihlurbs  not ;  it  tluties  on  the  lidii  of  tbe 

dtfpert  but  interrupts  not  the  delicious  pliajitaMa* 

o(liit  iteata. 

St  Hubert  listened  to  the  music,  and  giizwl  on 
t»  aiMicun.  Wat  ii  )>o««iblt.>  tlmt  one  so  beau' 
^Lttll  eniJd  have  remained  uiitouclied  by  love  till 
^^^?  Uol  coutd  she  love,  and  not  be  loved  in 
^^^fil?  That  would  be  stranger  still.  She  moTMl 
^^B  tbe  instrument,  ami  he  watched  ber  as  she 
■tol  In  conversation  witli  Mrs.  MansfifM.  H« 
■t*rd  her  mention  Coning»by,  and  she  became  anl- 
Mtd  in  tlic  extreme.  As  she  continued  to  speak, 
iW  jialcness  of  her  cheek  waa  gone.  Her  father 
Oh  up,  and  joined  in  tlic  coHvcnatiou  clieer- 
fi'ly:  he  also  named  ConingMby,  and  Uten  he  said 
'^owkiog  wblch  called  the  tell-tale  citmson  more 
""iJly  to  ber  cbeek.  Mrs.  Mansfield  laughed 
^f,  and  went  and  leant  over  ber  husband  at 
iktbeM  table,  and  prevently  he  smih^d  loo. 

SrMubert  roused  himself  from  hin  musing  mood, 

■  wber  he  was  roused  from  it  by  Lady  Meldon. 

"W  began  talking  lo  him  of  an  infinite  variety  of 

Aingt:  abe  consulted  him  attoiit  her  eoMU>rvatory, 

ilescribed  to  him  a  horse,  that  Lord   Meldon 


4]uainted  with,  wai,  pernapa,  not  i 

tu  afford  much  infoiiauUon  to  Sir 
itobk'  luiimiil's  tmtare  or  np|K-ain 
tniMM)  Ue  would  cootrire  to  tee 
morrow,  and  gire  liia  opinion  t 
and  would,  if  tbe  purckasu  wcrv  m 
duim  B»  \m  reward  tli«  pririlr^ 
D«ll«isle  .somctinieit  in  ber  rides. 

"  Slie  will  Dot  quarrel  wiih  lier 
But  now  tny  d«ar  Sir  Hubert,  fa 
uccriain  Uiat  tlie  borse  is  perfco 
Mr.  Perdvsl'a  ■ccidcnt  liu  so  ben 
bor*c  d«al«n)  gcnvridly  impose  oi 
The  Srst  time  Elvanor  mouiiU  ihi 
sluill  be  tortured  witli  anxiety.  I 
moniciit's  peace  till  I  see  ber  tetuc 

"  Wttll,  tbeit,  suppose  wc  Aoxi 
hinted  at — there  in  my  brotlier 

"You  are  very  kind — lam  awar 
ly.     I  <iare  say  be  underetands 
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"0,  bat  I  will  moDiit  Louis  on  the  mmt  iimiu^e> 
lUeaniiiial  in  my  tUible — b  patum  liorae— ^  Imbm 
•b«  iball  teach  him  pUlcaoe." 

Ai  Lady  MeUon  was  rather  more  nfrani  of  De 
Gitj  tlian  of  hia  hona,  even  if,  like  Ducrow,  he 
W  nddea  three  lU  oooo ;  mai  u  bmides,  in  ber 
•ViaioOi  neither  horse  dot  maii  could  t«u«li  him 
■hil  the  felt  eertaiit  be  uu^ht  to  be  (aught;  she 
trifmUed  langnutlj^,  and  dropt  ioto  moatamtMiy 
•Hence. 

I  "I  have  been  telling  Mre.  Percival,"  ratmied 
Sa  Hubert,  "  tint  nuw  (bat  Perdval  it*  (getting  OD 
■•nil,  Bbe  muftt  l«Lni  to  look  forwnrd  with  som* 
■tipvc  of  pleasure  to  the  rctorn  of  my  brother  to 
Umbgioii.  She  had  eNpeeiaily  regretted  tlial 
txt  other  umiigoiueiits  would  prevent  her  being 
Ixit  on  hi*  srriral.  And  she  had  so  often  ex- 
PWfd  a  wish  to  lee  hion — Bome  years  hare  daptted 
*i»te  they  last  mot — I^uiv  Ilia  1>«<mi  ui  much  mi 
■t  Canttitenfr— I  could  never  fix  him  to  any  thing 
fltwHr," 

"  Pix  him  I"  tliougbt  Lady  Meldon  ;  "  bs  diffi- 
mlt  u  to  fix  a  shottling  star !"  And  luid  she  had 
'^enliat  more  of  poetry  in  her  compoAition,  slie 
*auld  bare  devoutly  wishnl  tliat  he  could  bare 
Wco  from  her  horiion,  "  like  Lucifer,  never  to 
fw  Bgsin !" 

Sir  Hubert,  happily  ignorant  of  Lady  Meldon'a 


"  imi  wneo  woinen  are  m  vi 

w-lrca ■• 

'•  VfbtA !   you  a|>[)ivliG»d  ■  q 
uns«nlimental  in  its  cause  and  i(a 
coDtrarvi  I  assure  yuu  Mrs.  I'crci 
«ndiu»imttc  ttylc,  liut  already  nn 
tention  of  linking  lierself,  lieart  ai 
brother:   «bc  is  to  1>p  liU  Miner 
live  precaulioii   uf  vrt-aring    u   fe< 
helmet ;  the  is  to  b«  ^ravc  wit)  gm 
quoting  an  apoplithegin  from  Lor 
moming,   and    n   |>ii^c    from   Lot 
dinner.     Slie   luu  luid  dunn  u  |>)i 
whicli  she  proposea   rigidly  to  ad 
«ven  take  tlie  trouble  to  cbalk  on 
in  jiolitics." 

"  Which   Mr.   I)»  Gri>y  will  1) 
instant,"  said  Lndy  Meldoii.       B 

"  Choose  him  a  wife." 

"  She  saya  so,  docs  slie  ?"  sai< 
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Uf  iLe  spiritt  sire  bad  ;  but  l^uia  will  rouse  ber 
hie  EEe  ngaia." 
*You  bad  belter  bring  ber  bore,"  nid  I^y 
FHtUon;  "  [  mean,  before  Mr.  De  Grey  comes;" 
ft  it  occurred  to  her  tbat  De  Grey  would  offer 
t* be  ber  p*eon  to  Tcm]>!c  Bourne.  "You  sboitld 
hrt  brought  ber  to-<lay ;  you  Bbuuld  not  leave  bcr 
M  nucb  wtili  Mnt.  Pcrciral,  You  will  forgive 
•]!  inirudiiig  my  udrice ;  »lio  inigbl  aninirc  wm^ 
lUa;  of  Mrs.  Percival'a  tninoer." 

"  Horatia  n^quirc  Mr*.  Percival's  manner !"  »• 
P>H«d  Sir  Hubert,  Inugbiiig. 

"Ah!    men  arc   not  mrnre  bow  msily  a  girl'a 

Smner  is  tpoileiL     YeH,  tliere  wii*  onv  miin  who 

■>d  un(ltT»laiid  these  things :   I   mean   Lord   ]hm- 

'>a|[bam.     lie  m  so  sensitive — I  may  say  fastidious 

~~in  nil  tliBt  rcgnnh  female  condncL     Consider, 

ikefeforr,   my  dear   Sir   Hubert,    how   «xtfcmi-ly 

Pitnkular  you  should  be  with   Miss  Mortitngton. 

A4  your  daugbter^   she    cannot   but   inlereHt   me 

Sfcatly ;  and  I  have  known  her  from  a  child.     I 

*Ql  aware  how  delicate  a  char^  she  must   bare 

■*wii  to  you.  I  liave  ofieti  pitied  you,  and  regretted 

Uiai  we  ever  left  Temple  Bourne.     It  would  have 

vSonleil  me  such  pleasure  to  bare  f^ven  you  now 

*ni  then  a  feminine  hint  or  two;  and  she  could 

Wt  been  continually  with  Kli-anor — Eleanor  is  so 

•Itttioratc,  aud  so  particularly  fond  of  Horatiu. 


""  So  it  M  wttlMl,  19  It  not  ?    Y 
to  lay  diBr)|;e  for  a  few  daj-s.      It' 
fectly  naturnl  tind  proprr.     Yo 
tlMtr  we  Itiivc   iilwuyg  been  will 
A»  for  Lord  Hwlii^iham,  1 
aively  ;  many  penons  preferred 
Coningfiby  ;    uiil    Henry   U  m 
s^recnblir,  but  not  cqiul,  in  my 
HaHlinglmm.     IVar  Henry  1     H< 
like*  bnKhcr  anil  iUMter.     i  Imve  ull 
■  pity  it  was  he  did  not  marry 
Julia.     A  sweet  girl,   Lady  Julu 
a  little  fond  of  Henry.     See  with 
1  treat  you,   Sir  Hubert,  lettin)f 
young   laily's  Mcrela  !      Hi'nry 
morrow,  m  of  cotiree  Lonl  Meld 
I  suppose  he  will  Htay  but  a  very  i 
Meldoii  aliall  brin);  liim  over  to  yi 
"  1  am  most  anxioaa  to  see  htra 

■llubertt  "and  with  regard  to 
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titpnmng  effect  on  h«r  spirits.    The  chuigvwiU 

it  her  good ; — when  aball  1  brinf;  her  i" 

The  ready  wwent  of  Sir  Hubert  comv  vrry  agree- 
Mj  m  L4cly  Meldoo's  perceptions,  and  [lie  little 
nnt,  "  brtitg,"  rang  on  faer  ear  more  gaily  still. 
I  "Aa  Mriy  u  you  please — •omc  day  tkia  week, 
[  tntTfal  you.  Thontday  or  Friday,  which  iiliaJl  it 
bci'    Aud  you  will  dine  with  its  of  courw  f 

For  the  meeting  uf  Sir  Hubert  and  Cooingsby  at 
^dinoer  tabid  Lady  Mddon  knew  to  be  an  evil, 
viddi,  like  other  eviU  in  pentpectirc,  inu«t  come 
WH  day  or  other.  And  «he  liad  fraiiicd  her  point 
nttf,  that  site  hail  enbingtoil  Sir  Hubert  in  n  slight 
iiptt  beferehaiKl ;  and  moreover  fratentalized, 
intenualjr  and  deoonxialy,  the  nature  of  tbe  in- 
tiney  exiadng  between  Coningsby  and  ber 
4i0ter. 

Happily  for  her  equanimity  and  Eclf-compla^ 
lucy,  it  was  not  her  fortuiu^  to  orerheur,  later 
ii  the  evening,  tke  involuntary  euntndlction, 
girvB  by  her  kind-hearted  lordf  to  a  portion  of  her 
iilUnte  harangue,  as  he  assured  Sir  Hubert,  tluit 
*Wa  once  they  bad  Coningvby  amongst  ihcm,  it 
*<■  not  their  habit  to  let  him  easily  dcpiirl ;  and 
iWon  tliEa  oecasioii  mpcciallyi  every  inducement 
^Mtd  be  held  oat  to  him  to  prolong  hi<<  Ntay. 

The  crrning  was  over,  and  Sir  liuberi  again 
"  Moniingtori.      Many  and  confusing  were  tbe 


[,  belong  rntlier  to  l)ie  future  than 

sympatbics,  his  asBociatinns,  lii> 
jadgnciit,  movoil  in  fantastic 
beteaguerei]  brain ;  so  rapiil  ind 
that  6carcpl}*  could  lie  distinguisl 
other.  Tbon,  na  tlic  tumult  o 
(olAed  itself,  darkly  and  clreainily 

I  wilderrnent  and  grotesque  ebim 

half  coiiHcious,  and  fitfully  repe 
hi«  brother  glanced  WUn  ligblJi 
group,  iukI  behind  him  c»m«  Lat 
and  Mr.  Perdval  on  crutches,  a 
poising  tJie  globe  on  a  gold  bodlti 
Sir  Hubert  s'iirtcd,  nnd  patMd  1 
brow,  an<l  axked  liimu'lf  what  wt 
was  (rue ;  but  the  image  of  Mra. 
htm  to  h!(«  senies. 

The  uvxt  morning,  Sir  Hubert 
intemew  willi  his  mother,  and  i 

tlu>  trufilatr-"   '  ■■■'••   ^^-U »— ^ 
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Sn^  <t  Cbeltenban — tbe  p«riod  of  which  l^y 
Iftldon,  ooDtniy  to  Wr  wont,  Usui  remembered 
■neb  cammeniiable  accuracy — he  reqaMted 
Ittij  Morniiigton  would,  tn  talking  over  the  iovi- 
tatno  wEtli  his  <IjiU|;1iief,  cndrnrour  to  utvrtain 
the  ouMe  of  the  d«pressioD  tliey  imd  b»tli  ro 
■BBrlud,  Hiid  cDlieU  her  ttt  naume  her  occwtomed 
ftaiawdon. 

Sr  Haben  took  hi*  depmriiirv,  mad  Hontiu 
obeyed  the  siunmonfl  of  her  graiidmnrnma.  That 
Kmnmotu  had  found  her  kneeling  amidst  and  tend- 
ing her  geraiiiumK ;  wid  the  fjlow  ctiued  by  hor 
employment  was  yet  upoti  her  check,  m  witli  the 
jocund  step  of  more  carelew  days  tlio  bounded  into 
L-idy  Mornington's  drawing-room. 

"  Come  berC)  dear  child  !  you  look  better  and 
'wipfrier  than  you  liave  done  of  late.  Your  )ia]iii 
^•pyoii  have  grown  grave  and  tlioughtfiil;  have 
yoauy  thing  to  make  you  so?" 

Tie  question  was  put  more  abruptly  tliaii  Sit 
Hsbrrt  would  liavc  desired  :  for  a  moment  or  two 
'Uniiiu  did  not  reply. 

"  1  ought  not  to  be  Itappy.  ought  I,"  she  «aid  nt 
W,  timidly,  "  when  Lord  Iiu»ltngham  is  away  i" 

'Ygu  «pe«k  at  If  you   were  afraid   of  bi-ing 

'  Hpfi  Dol  at  if  the  absence  reiiderwl  the  happi- 

***  intpouible.     Undoubtedly  you  ought  to  feel 

'^  nbience,  and  I  trust  titat  you  do  feel  it.     You 

*0U  II.  B 


Ill 
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as  ft  is  inctonbeDt  on  you  M  love." 

Honula  looked   up,  her  lip  trembli 
eyra  fiilwl  with  l«ir*. 

Lady  MorniiifTtoti  wttit  cRlmly  on — "  B 
un-  vivid  feelings,  that  stand  apart  from  tb 
dny  ruiitiiii:  of  life ;  feelings  that  exhau< 
selves  in  wubes  and  in  tvara.  Lovo  b  pai^ 
not  grare  ;  a  tyrant  of  llie  heart,  iiot  a  ruli 
mind  ;  a  passton  that  excites,  not  a  torj 
benumb«;  it  calls  forth  ciaotioi),  but  it  ij 
consltun  maiinera.  It  n  prccitcly  tWt  M| 
that  ttistressics  me.  Had  he  cluuignl  1^ 
could  utulerstiind  tlie  gravity  of  wltidi  I  oij 
The  change  of  thoso  wc  love  falls  on  UJ 
Ii«art  like  ice,  and  make*  it  shiver  to  I 
The  wand  that  laid  a  okarm  on  life  is  hrok«u 
fragment  pierces  as  it  Mb :  to  withdruw  it  I 
Horutta,  I^rd  Haslioghatn  b  not  a  man  ta\ 
tell  mei  have  you  any  fear  he  sliould  for^t 
••  No,"    said     Honitia  ;    '•  be    will  ^m 
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"  Ves,  I  know  that  I  have  accepted  iiis  love," 
I  Horatia,  mournfully  ;  "  and  I  know  Uiat  1  am 


r 


"AdiI  acc«p(cd  it,  knowing  its  value,  I  trull," 
tU  Lady  Moruinjftun,  with  a  gravity  tbat  startled 
Roratia. 

"I  do  know  its  value — ought  I  not  then  to  wish 
In  kiv«  btni  taoK  ?  Ho  looks  aas  if  he  woold 
nfon  sucb   d«voted   love  I"   tins  added,  with  a 

"  And  that  devotiil  love — !t  i«  difficult,  perhapo, 
I  lliink,  to  fvi-l  it  for  Lord  Haoiiaghaia  ?" 
"Onol  It  ftcfiDH  to  me,  that  those  who  love 
Unl  Huftliiijfhatn  al  all,  mtat  love  bin)  devotedly." 
I  "  Uotatia,  I  do  not  understand  you,"  said  Lady 
L  MtnuBgton,  more  gravely  tlian  livfurtr. 
H|  Horatia  burvt  into  tear),  and  iluii|;  lierH-tf  on 
V^r  kaers  before  tbr  couch  on  which  Lady  Moru> 
r  ^^{100  Ktt.  and  bid  her  face  on  its  cushions. 

"  U  grandinaiDDia  '.  dearest  grand munimii  !  I 
■Inigbt  1  loved  him — 1  did  love — I  could  love 
Ua  Mill — if — WM  it  my  &ult  ihat  I  feared  him  ? 
I  vaa  afraid  of  every  word,  of  every  look,  after  the 
4]r  Mr.  Dudley  left  lu  ;  tho  change  came  on  me 
iWn,  t  strove  to  shake  olT  Uie  oppression,  but  I 
••sld  not ;  it  crept  round  mi.*,  and  over  mc ;  I  felt 
>>  kt  every  turn,  cramping  and  torturing  me.  I 
*«  Dot  used  to  conHtraiuU  Ab !  grandmammu, 
b2 


heart«d  ;  ts  it  not  writtvii  on 
tJuit  countenance  which  I  udinl 
him  firat?  I  will  picture  him 
rail  luack  that  impreasioti  to  mj 
courage,  and  1  looked  up  to 
nnd  to  his  lofty  brovr,  and  1 
but  po»«ible  to  look  and  to  dni 
belittve<l  and  was  utufied.  1  dl 
him — I  was  afraid  equally^  of  hd 
anj^er;  I  could  not  bavo  faoci 
Besides,  I  felt  flattered,  honourt 
wildered  and  overcome.  I  couW 
it  was  too  late,  too  late  !"  and  ^ 
into  tears. 

"  Hise,  Iloratia,  and  listen  t 
Moniington,  witli  a  sternness  of 
that  otmc  like  a  knell  on  tlie  mi 
us  (the  wept;  but  nhe  ro«e  at  tj 
stood  with  Itcad  bent  down  befon 
ton.     There 
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*  Feel  for  yoii,  you  w«re  going  to  imM.  Iliii 
pmrnee  is  not  nrcamry,  nor,  1  toust  remark, 
iMdIiIp,  Horktm.  1  kbo  nnderatnnd,  and,  how- 
cm  jroQ  nuiy  deobt  the  aMerdoo,  1  alra  Teel  for 
y«L  I  andemUnd  yod  so  (ar  ai  to  b«  certain  itiut 
jm  do  not  DnderUand  youtvelf — I  fe«l  for  you  so 
entiraly,  litat  1  cannot  for  a  moment  counticl  you 
tolD«ouragv  idly,  and  nurse  foolishly,  seitiuittoiiii 
vUd)  will  cast  tJidr  tbadows  over  a  patli  destined 
bhrbrl^lil;  whidi  will  entangle  tlic  web  oflifp, 
aod  nb  you  of  peace  for  ever;  diokiii^  an4l 
wUmng  bofte  io  its  youtii  and  joy  in  iu  prima. 
Bfpcnuded  itial  your  love  for  I^ird  HaolinghiuOi 
vhtorer  may  l>e  the  aasociationi  that  in  your  catt' 
Iw-bearlcdneaa  seem  (o  cling  round  it  now,  wrill 
nun  itself  by  itit  own  sln.'n|{lh,  tuid  speak  to  you 
limt.  Vou  arc  youn^,  you  are  ^tiileleM;  tlie 
■uieliea  of  pMsion  perfikx  you.  It  ia  new  to  you 
•  lare  care  of  any  kind " 

"  New  indeed,"  aaid  Horalia ;  "  I  was  happier, 

K*nfa  happier,  with  Louis  and  Mr.  Dudley,  before 
I  rttr  saw  Lord  float ingham." 
"  Horatia,  thut  in  childish — tliis  is  improper.  I 
^U  perfaapa  consider  it  incumbent  on  mo  to 
fiVe  you  a  hint  as  to  your  conduct  to  Mr.  Dwlley, 
iat  it  is  not  likely  lie  will  rcvi^t  Mornington  at 
pnaenL" 

am  lorry  for  it.     And  he  left  us  somvltow  or 
c  3 


Mid  I^ly  Morniiigton,  ooldly. 
you  will  just  now  mention  bis 
Ami  as  for  Louis,  ic  wouM  b« 
nor  feminine,  to  confide  In  liim 
tbdsc  uiiMocoimtablv,  tliose  in«xc 
an4l  rvvutnioiis  of  frrling,  tbv  fx 
j>o«ur«  of  wliicb  it  bas  beon  my  fo 
to  r«greU  I  remind  you  again  of 
<  It  b  too  l&t«.*  You  stand  boon 
row,  witnessed  by  cartli  nnd  Hoa 
break  that  vow  ?  IIiivo  yoM  rcfli 
pent,  wben  tbe  rc)>entnnce  will  ct 
•elf,  and  render  another  laiwrnbli 
ibc  natnre  of  tlmt  r<>|K>ntanoe  w) 
nnd  appeases  God.  Yours  jn  but  i 
inconstancy  of  the  heart,  and  iiistt 
— a  repentance  corrupted,  not  embi 
n  thing  born  of  a  groundlem  fear 
jjricf.      Wiiik,   changeable,   faith 
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kitr}     B«  comforted;  you  love    Lord  Hnsling- 

iaa,  though  you  know  it  not' — lov«  him  with  the 

timid  «nd  conscientious  love,  which  time,  aad  his 

t«a  dtvotion,   and,  more  than  all,   marriage,  will 

Vmkma  into  n  fervent  onu.      I'o   prolong  ibta 

QDvenaltoii  would   be   wotw  than  idle:    I   bnv« 

•vned  yon,  and   I  hxve  done.     You  nre  aware 

in  Lsdy  Metdon  i«  anxioaa  you  should  patiH  a 

ferikys  with  her  daughter.     Your  pupa  thinka; 

aJ  I  think  loo,  that  Mr.  Perdval's  accident  has 

■ffretcd  your  «|nrit]L      Y««r  papa  will  drive  you 

Ntroii  Friday;   ukI  1  truHt,"  wlded   L«dy  Mor- 

nn^od,    iu  a  softer  tone,  and  kiHsing  Moratia'H 

biiog  brow,  "  you  will  return  an  altered  being ; 

I  bring  fully  sentihle  how  gracious  God  baa  been 

■•  }W,  in  laying  around  you  aa  ridily  the  materiuU 

'f  bappinen.     Yen,  my  poor  Horatia," — lor  at  that 

■^Ment  there  passed  over  the  mind  of  Lady  Mor- 

lin^on  a  painful  conscJousnesa,  that  the  engrosH- 

tng  love  of  lH?r  girlhood,  was  a  lore  very  diflereiit 

'd  its  diatactcT,  and  Ita  efTecta,  from  the  iwnt! ' 

•Beat  analyxed  by  Horatia — "  Ye«,  my  poor  Ho- 

'uis,  can  I  believe  that  you  will  be  otherwise  than 

lia|^y>  I  will  not  beliere  it     I  have  watched  you 

froiB  your  childhood,  pass  on  from  gaiety  to  gaiety ; 

wic!  I  nurrvndcr  yoii,  your  father  liimvlf  suTrenderH 

jou,  in  youth,  lo  a  destiny,  thf  (xdency  of  whoae 

t  4 


■ 


SnWf" 

"  Fortunuttf  in  this,   Horada- 
fortuitate  —  happy — tliat   wrbatcv^ 
modest   distrust   of  your   aSectic 

other !     Tliat  indeed "  And 

Bbu4Mer«4l,  aa  «  tecond  reouUcctiorl 
in  the  train  of  lier  fin>t. 

She  rgused  herself,  and  said : — *1 
you  go:  tlie  change  of  scene  will 
for  you.  Tliosc  pk-uunt  people, 
are  there,  and  Captain  Coning:^y 
you  will  like  Captiiiii  Cuningxhy. 
my  kind  re^nl^  to  Mr*.  Percival, 
admittance  to  her  dreatiing-roonv  j 
yonr  own  (.>onfiding  way,  of  the  pro| 
any  that  I  Iwre  procured  from  ( 
book  wc  talked  of  for  Mr.  I'eruval 


CHAPTER  XXI. 

"  I  eumot  love  tdin ; 

Ytt  I  nippoae  bim  Tiitnoui,  know  him  nobU, 

Of  great  otaie,  of  freib  uxl  lUinleM  pnth, 

la  Twee*  welt  dinlg'd,  free,  leeni'd,  vtd  Tiliant ; 

And  in  dimmaian,  ind  the  (lupe  of  tuture, 

A  gndou*  penoD ;  but  r^  I  cannot  laie  hini. 

He  might  hare  took  bii  inawer  long  igo." 

TWBLITB   NlOBT. 

*•  I  WM  i«'en  for  him." 

COKEDT  OF   EbIOI*. 

'elcohe  I  thrice  welcome  !"  exclaimed  Lord 
doD,  as  stacding  near  one  of  the  lodges  of  Lis 
1  be  witnessed  the  arrival  of  Coningsby.  "  And 
jroa  inusted  on  lounging  away  two  or  three 
1  at  Cheltenham  on  your  way  here !  Eleanor 
Id  call  you  laggard  for  this." 
Eleanor  is  privileged  to  call  me  any  thing,'" 
ud  Coningaby,  "  but  I  shall  stand  excused 
D  with  her.  I  was  anxious  to  seek  out  an  old 
E  5 


to  send  to  Cheltenham  to  meet 
since.     I  tell  Eleanor,  he  must 
her  absence,  of  a  broken  bearL" 

"  Ah  ]  the  good  grey,"  exch 
as  sprin^ng  from  his  horse  he 
the  groom ;  "  I  see  him  yet,  wit 
and  proud  full  eye.  It  seems  to 
when  a  fair  white  hand  rested  oo 
voice,  worthy  of  such  a  hand,  p 
all  fear." 

"  And  the  voice  spoke  trnlyi" 
don,  with  a  smile.  "  We  wrote  ] 
— did  the  Dean  deliver  the  messaj 

"  Word  for  word,  I  assure  you- 
of  her  courage;  it  will  become 
vinced.  Her  delicacy  will  reader 
the  broidered  scarf  thrown  over  a 
of  old.  I  am  ao  admirer  of  oont 
combine  I  why,  earth  and  sky  look 


TOE   EMOAGEMEVT. 


ea 


>,'  me  malice,  it  bold*  forth  iu 
-.  ^ .i.-.iiie in« .'  Aad  liowr  ut  LnHy  MvUlon 'f 
hd  Imw  is  Ek-anor'^  But  1  muHt,  nnd  wilt,  pr»- 
<iiine  liicm  to  bo  well.  And  iiir  Hubert  MoniifiK- 
Um,  ami  kb  daughter.  1  hear  f>he  is  a  Ireaiitiful 
mutte." 

"Of  tint  fou  will  be  able  to  judge  yourself: 
^  comes  over  to  us  the  day  after  to-morrow." 

"  Ar«  )-(iu  certain  I  shall  be  able  to  judge  for 
nytelf  ?  May  I  not  be  nuule  fnxtidioiut  by  mining  hiT, 
I'mIiIaU  see  her,  at  the  side  of  onci  whom,  yon 
DC  aware,  I  have  long  pronounced  the  mode)  of  ull 
iu  B  feminine  and  charroiitg?  A  dangeTous 
noBity  titat;  dangerous  for  woman  in  one  leiLset 
nd  for  mail  in  another  I  Ah  I  tltls  roiul  through 
IW  tms  is  new ;  let  us  go  on  by  the  old  one —  1 
ln«  lumorieft,  whether  they  belong  to  roivh  oi 
FInan.  'lint  elomp  I  Tlie  axe  1  obeerre  has 
titttei  there :  pardon  me — its  entrance  should  liave 
Wn  interdicted — the  intricacy  of  obade  was  so 
Iwutiful !" 

"All  I  Henry,  lay  the  blame  on  Eleanor  then— 
<^  IniiKted  that  there  wn*  a  tree  too  many." 

"A  tree  too  many  !  An  innocent  tree  too  many  1 
A  Hee,  whrne  office  it  is  to  make  the  light  of 
^•wrrn  gleam  on  us  tnore  tenderly!  In  a  human 
I*i|>,  indeed,  we  are  le§s  fortunate : — we  quarrel 
••k  a  pertiiiaciouB  individual  who  occupies  more 
E  6 


■ 


iliade  arouiM)  Iiim.      It  is  in 
penioDS  to  move :  I  have  triixl  it 
to  more  away  myself  in  tlic  end. 
b«  adikd,  lia«tily,  "  that 
«tart«d  fur  luly?" 

The  train  of  condensation,  ind 
murk,  occupied  Lord  Melrlon 
tltey  rcacbrd  ibc  liou»c.  Tltey 
drawing  room.  Eleanor  was 
painting  a  screen;  Mrs.  MansfiJ 
in  some  indescribable  piece  of  v 
for  a  lady's  (in^rs  during  tfa«  | 
likely  to  prove  a  specimen  of  fu 
land  vrlien  completed.  Mr.  Mant 
out  loud.  If  Lady  Meldon  liad 
would  have  been  doing  nothing ;  i 
doing  notliing;  somevrln'rc  cUe. 

Lord  Meldon  entered — bcwasfi 

Couingsby.     Eleanor  nused  her  i 

.  Advanced  ton 
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M,  a  light  and  rattliog  ctiaracter,  direw  nt 
^Met  hae  of  ^miliartty  orcr  ll>e  Mcno :  if  aenii- 
•twt  LmI  sprung  tip,  or  lieon  drvniniiig  of  doin^f 
»,  ti  n-prtitrd  of  ibi  procipitaiicy,  and  gliding 
Wl:  unperceivcd,  sent  courtesy  to  supply  its 
pbtt — courtesy,  tfast  graceful  guardian  of  the 
BMoen,  whose  Bominer-place  ia  die  heitrt ;  a  place 
vUresIl  that  is  mmt  beautiful,  id  interlaced  witJi 
ill  that  is  isoBt  pure :  to  true  is  it,  thut  the  gruce 
4kli  Mwthes  i*  a  portion  of  the  virtue  that  com- 
Mnd^-tbe  down  upon  the  peach,  to  tempt  us  to 
lie  tuie — the  golden  luindle  to  the  vase,  that  we 
uj  lift  it  gently  to  tlte  lip,  inhaling  tliat  from 
^in  which  vivifies  tJie  soul. 

ffbuever  it  was  Captain  Coningsby's  fortune  to 
WUiBHelf,  it  wiH  tlic  fortune  of  others  to  rejoice 
^ihey  were  there  also.  Claiming  nothing,  he 
*ttliaeil  CTerytliing.  There  was  no  effort,  there- 
ilk  «M  there  no  pause ;  he  moved  always  on  tiic 
•M  W»el,  bceauBe  it  wms  exalted  from  the  first 

Mn.  Mansfield,  quiet  nnil  oomplocent,  tliought 
nmliii^  eould  t>G  more  delightful  than  that  flow  of 
'^venation,  whieli,  carrying  on  all  by  tlie  imper- 
l^tle  strength  of  its  tide,  allowed  the  idle  and 
1^  plaued  to  loiter  at  the  oar,  and  left  tlic  spirits  in 
*ilaie  between  action  and  repose.  Mr.  ^tanslield 
flounced,  in  hb  own  mind,  Coningsby  a  most 
''■•nliki  addition   to   the  circle,   but   trusted   he 
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woultl  not  bill  in  love  und  be  spoile<l.  Conin 
wigtied  tliHt  (bere  vera  no  circle  at  all.  Eli 
lo(ike4l  at  Coiiing.iby,  an<l  Lord  Meldon  tkc 
tbat  erery  one  was  perfcctl)'  luippy. 

Mr.  Maiis6eld  was  a  ppraon  altc^tbor  too 
brurtc<l  to  understand,  liabitually  at  ItfMt,  tlic 
venamxs  oi  nociaiy  i  iicitlicr,  perhafM,  Lad  lieui 
stood  llicin,  would  lie  bave  tnkeu  ike  troublel 
tend  to  lliein.  Mri.  MaintSeld  understood  tlieD 
acteoded  to  tbeni  loo.  It  occurred  to  her  tbt 
company!  and  tbat  of  ber  buaband,  miglit  bi 
pensed  with ;  and  as  &lie  saw  Mr.  FbIoooh' 
before  tbe  windows,  she  rcRicmbered — attt! 
Lady  Meldon  t — that  Mr.  Miinsficld  waa 

I  give  bin]  bis  revenge  ot  billiards. 

A  bint  was sutBcient  for  ttie  volatile  indiv 
addressed — a  hint  at  least  tliat  cbiraed  iti  wit 
fuDCtes ;  for  a  host  of  Lady's  Meldon's  hintSi  < 
generally  happened  to  contnutict  them,  made  t 
predion  onbiin  at  all.  U]>  be  «tarted — sponto 
more  time  on  bis  parting  smile  than  on  hit  k 
begged  his  wife  to  have  pity  on  ber  work  IQ 
fingers,  and  to  come  and  keep  Falconer  in  OD 
and  depaite<l, — preparing  Ludy  Meldon'a  Den 
the  echoes  from  Uie  billiard  table,  by  wbiBtlu' 
chorus  of  a  hunting  song  at  one  moaMM 
tloppitig  sitort  to  liail  Falconer  at  anotlier. 

Mrs.  Maiislicld  followed  quietl^t **ith  tbe  j 


1 
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ScU  baa  not  grovn  older  since  1  saw  htm 

Coningsby*  smiling. 

'!  O  DO— Eleanor  onee  nid  very  sen- 
bat  if  by  ucdtlenl  lie  grew  otdor  in  tbe 
he  fouud  oDt  and  corrected  Uie  mlstaka  in 

■ay  ibat  t  I  will  uppcal  to  k«ne\{,"  aaid 
by,  luming  round  gailf. 
I  are  right — papa  has  forgotten — 1  m«rely 

the  remark  to  bim." 

Mtcd  tlie  remark  !— un  I  to  loani  no  more? 
ty  on  my  curiottity :  rememhcr  tiierc  ar«  tto 
irilh  me." 

or  coloared — something  there  was  in  tbe 
1  ftcntenco  that  hud  broken  ncrom  tbe  btir- 
rcb  of  lier  thougbta,  and  brougbt  tbeiD  u> 

once,     or  this  sudden  rcniiiriscrnoc,  Con- 

ucated  notliing ;  luid  he  reflected,  he  inigbt 
eed  it  to  its  aource ;  b«  wa«  surprised,  there- 
tho  <MlnDr  mnnnt  thuH  rxnidlv  to  the 
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very   canaclouHneHs   of  her  emlmraMiDent ;   "b 
I  vras  tbinkiiig  of  sometluDg  else — I   mean— llii 

"AU!"  said  Lord  Meldon,  "it  was  Mr.  Di 
Grey,  I  remomber,  wlio  mwle  the  remark." 

"  Mr.  I>c  Grey  ?"  said  C«iiin(j»by,  fixing  for 
iiWant  Ilia  glance  on  t^eanor ;  "  you  will  have  Um 
(town  here  agun.  As  &r  as  I  could  judge,  ia 
slight  cnnvoTsation  I  liad  with  him,  he  ia  perfNll]f 
sciuiblc  of  the  attractioDn  offered  by  Tempi 
Bourne." 

"  I  doubt  it  not,"  said  I^ord  McIdoR,  with  a  call 
•mile;  "  we  liavc  had  now  and  tlicn  a  little  diK> 
don  about  it." 

"Discussion!  about  what?" 

If  B  scnEcncc  simple  enough  bad  discompose 
FJciinor  bcf»re,  one  just  an  bimplc  had  rather  di 
turbed  Coningsby  now.     Lord  Mcldon  went  on— 

**  After  all,  we  muat  allow  Mr.  De  Grey  to  fi 
a  little  proud,  and  very  much  pleased.     Elean 
liked  him — I   have  seen  her  take  his  partagai 
Lord  Haslingliain." 

**  Against  HasUngham !"  repeated  Coningsby. 

At  the  name  of  Haslingbam,  pronounced  by  Co 
Ingsby,  and  pronounced  too  with  the  low  d< 
empbiMis  which  converta  the  voice  into  a  brea 
from  the  soul,  Eleanor  trembled  ;  but  the  it^lnti« 
was  unnoticed  by  her  father. 
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*V«tf  Lord  tlaslingliAiD  had  railier  a  prcjudic* 
4iiiut  Mr>  I^  Grey — he  Lb§  prejiidic«a  soinc- 
Eiaei.— Ob  t  KlcRnuTf  remcniber  by  nnd  by  tbat 
'  1 1*11  Hoar)'  M  about  the  Vienna  btuiiii-ss.— 
'til,  Lord  Hudiagliam  did  not  quite  like  Mr.  I)e 
Gfty:  be  never  sliowed  thU  feeling  openly;  lie  was 
*tli^  lo  conceal  it,  because  of  Mr.  De  Grey's 
iduioasbip  to  Miss  MorniDglon." 

Agfeiu  Coningsby  looked  at  Klcanor ;  slie  walked 
Iv  1  inadow ;  lie  fMC,  hMitaleit,  and  fultowed  lier 
lUtber ;  wliile  Lord  Meldon,  wbom  any  ooa 
■^ht  leave  wben  be  pleased,  took  up  a  patnpblet, 
BtJiaa  moment  or  two  afterwards  stealthily  wiUi- 
^. 

*  AimI   that   IS  tme,   then  ?"   mid   Coningsby, 
'"fiog  bis  bund  gently  on  Eli-anor*)),  aa  it  rested  on 
_«•  window  &ill. 

y  "  It  is  true,"  she  answered  soAly,  and  the  tear 
Hich  should  have  &llen  on  her  own  liand,  dropt 
***nli]|gly  on  bis. 

*'  And  h«r«  ?  So  near  to  you  ?  So  close,  ho  very 
^■ow — Kleanor,  why  was  this  ?  Itad  be  known  .  ■  . 
"W  hulity  could  tlius  step  in  between  him  and 
'>appiBe»s  y" 

:      "01  in  tbe  name  of  Heaven  I   lay   no  more. 
^Boq  promised  at  Vienna  that  you  would  not." 
^  "  Rut  can  I  sec  liiin  blind  to  all  that  oilier  men 
liave  grasped  at,  whether  offerwl  to  them  or 
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not  ?     PariltHi  me,  Uic  word  ww  ill-cltMeii.    Tffl 
are  offended — you  witlidniw  your  band — leave  I 
with  aus  at  least)  dear  KIcnnor." 

MUlTcndvi)!    not  nffendeil,   but  hurt.     TUli 
not  kind,  Henry,  and  after  what  paH.tei)  at  Vif 
O  you  should    not   thus    take   advantaf^e  of 
involuntary  confidence,  the   confidence  you 
from  IDC,  or  rather  that  a  circumstance  betny 
to  you." 

"  Hare  you  the  copy  of  tital  ])icture  still  ?    fiS 
why  do  I  u»k — and  the  original  ?" 

"  The  original  is  here." 

"  Here !  with  whom  ?" 

"  O,  Henry  !*'  and  n^in  itbe  wc|>t. 

"  I'hese  tears  I  what  though  they  are  the 
nMon  of  tbone  which  erobnlmed  every  vivid  i 
«very  speaking  shade,  an  in  silence  and  lu  ulit 
you  traced  each  line,  each  feature  of  the  mens 
bic  miniature;— let  it  be  my  province  to  dry  the 
The  past — he  himself  has  placed  a  bar  betvreen 
precious  recollections,   ito   hoarded  thoughts, 
tlie  dreiunii  tliat  people  the  present.    Memory  wh 
pers  to  Ho^te,  deiutrt  I    And  let  it  depart  for 
Eleanor,   the  scene  is  chungeil  tiiice  we  were 
Vienna;  but  I,  1  liave  never  changed — a  word  I 
you  restrained  me  then." 

"  And  did  1  not  tbank  yoit  from  my  heart  ?" 

"  And  will  you  never  tluink  roe  iri^  your  he 


il,"  said  Elranor,  evading  dightljr 

had  been  pot  to  her ;  "  owre  than 

in  a  aott  sweet  voice. 

'  said  CofiiogBby  reproachful  ly,  "yoii 

It  I  fe«l  you  ue  ihinking  of  him.    It 

[remind  you  of  htni,  tlutt  you  tpnk 

lu  do.     Waa  not  the  fatal  value  of 

^nc«  tincouflcioiiMiy    revealed  to  mo 


\ 


you  resemble  him,   am    I    to  blame 


6  not  vtnb  you  to  remember  it ;  on  the 
Id  to  Heaven  you  coald  fot^et  it>  And 
re — did  you  sec  him  ?" 
d  it  he  othcrwM*  ?" 
l»er?" 
her." 

utifui?" 

latifttl." 

?- 
ble." 
klcd  to  make  bin  happy?*" 

lltero  vtas  no  answer, 
looked  at  her  earnestly — "  None  can, 
I  make  him  happy  but  you.     1  know, 
V  tbia.     Vou  ore  my  witness  that  It 

i  UiU>  tny  tboughu  to  suppknt  liim.  I 

jricldvd  every  thing  to  him,  I'veu  aa  1 
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have   yieldrd   every  thing  to  you.     Yet  o(  e\ 
circumstAiioe  you  conlinued  ignorant.     Your 
Biir««tiit!S«  matte  you  uncoDscious  of  your  own  nlM 
tlK^refore  you  knew  not  tlie  extent  of  the  acriGci 
I  did  not  wish  you  to  know  it :  for  sll  our  stlcM 
aonght  to  forget  it  myself,  iind  1  &nci«l  1  liad 
gotten  it    It  is  hiti  fiitilt  if  I  offend  you  now. 
h4^  to  cliooM  unwisely  after  ull  t" 

"  O,  Henry !  do  not  say  tiiat ;  she  is  cbamlng; 
cuidid,  aSectionate,  my  tompauion,  my  frienii' 
a  being  to  be  loved,  fondly  loved.  And  it  hM 
pleased  Heaven  thnt  such  should  be  her  fortoirti^ 
and  she  ugbed  deeply. 

"  And  she — does  not  she  love  too  ?  Such  m  po 
descrihc  her,  assuredly  she  haii  not  been  teai: 
lay  the  sin  of  purjury  on  livr  soul,  dazzled 
lofty  station  of  her  lover?" 

"O,  no — no — no — you  mistook  mc,  Henry; 
not  ask  me  more." 

"  I  ask  you  not  for  the  explanation  of  th« 
tery,  but  I  discovered  It,  dear  Eleanor.    Carel 
praoefiil  as  your  description  paints  her,  yoi 
giite  she  cannot  sympathise  with  the  high 
tioM  and  M-nsitive  imiif;ination  of  my  proud 
romantic  cousin.    Your  faculty  of  intui^on 
you  tluit  slie  cannot.     Accuxtomcil  of  old  to 
llie  accuracy  of  your  judgmi^nl,  whether  beurii 
on  character  or  lacr,  can  I  presume  to  queiriott '' 
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^DOt   le<1  me  alwayv?     IIuv?  t 
Im  led  by  any  other  tban   you  ? 

t brute  tlirougli  their  minds.  So 
ere,  tJint  ihcy  doubt  wliPilier 
rtune  you  wttli  Uirir  lov«;  yvt  if 
«re,  tliey  are  every  mointnt  re- 
y  continiu  to  revere.  The  love 
object  t«  ubove;  it  la  in  Iiuouin 
it  to  <ieMend.  Is  there  nny  pre- 
myer?  Eleanor!  you  look  w  if 
Bucb.  Remember  there  v/m  a 
Rpecteil  mo  to  ask  all,  sti<l  when 
sk  nothing.     What,  mhall  ht-  bu 

t.  frood  Heaven  !  what  blind- 
happy.  I  reproach  him  not 
b  own  path  to  bap]>ine«s.  Why, 
I?  But  remind  me  not  of  that 
to  foif^et  1  bavo  tru&led  you  aa 
oompcllod  to  tn»t  you — let  na 
B  eonftdence  no  more.  You 
y  then :  do  not  teach  me  to  re- 


loe." 


repent?     It  is  aomething  eke 
you,"  Raid  Coningsby  half 
to  his  lips  with  deference  the 


tJtc  door  opened  gently,  and 


fti)«ini>M  in  roDDinff,  bim  ' 

off  II  Bucccraion  of  ixlours. 

"  Ah  I  Hciity,  Low  ur#  you 
my  brother  ?    Vi'v  Hid  not  ex\\ 

"  I  could   not   keep  awnyj 
MeldoD — I  3X0  happy  to  se« 

"  Yes,  tluink  you,  I  km  bettl 
you  auto  by  tbe  mail:  tluit  iil 
be  very  fuiiguiitfr.  Did  you 
Hubert  Morniitf^n  in  Clieltei: 

"  Rather  too  early  1  preaumj 
ing,"  said   Coniiigsby  smiling; 
at  balf-pwt  Bwi-n  o'clock." 

*'  Oh  1  I  forgot — what  a  very 
for  the  pasMiigtn ;  I  think  the 
better  at  the  pott  office :  a  litt 
letters  could  be  of  no  coiiseqiiet 

"  Consider,"  said  Cotiingtiby 
wfre  love  Ivtiera  in  tJie  cascV 
when  I  beffin  to  write  love  lette 
to  send  them  by  tbe  mail;  for 
hero  and  iiorui 
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'-'i(T>,"  said  Lady  Meldon  with  a  tlight  air  of 
pifur,  "  for  I  Mupfct  yoD  iKver  iutend  to  insrry. 
I  viih  you  wonJcl  oome  and  Hit  down  by  ine  here, 
Iltnry,  aud  not  keep  looking  ovtr  Eleanor  al  her 
linwing:  I  want  to  speak  to  you — and  I  cannot  benr 
■pnkiog  load.  Eleanor,  did  you  tell  Ileory,  Sir 
Bubert  dincB  hisre  tbe  day  after  to-morrow?" 

"  No,  mamma,  I  bad  quite  forgficten  it." 

"  Very  rxtrnordinary,  my  dear  Eteaoor ;  and 
■Ml  pBrltciilarly  complimentary  to  Sir  Hubert. 
i'ny  Henry  be  atill — lliofie  Uiols  miike  nuch  a 
noiw,  and  I  really  want  to  have  a  little  converaa- 
im  with  you.  Eleanor,  close  tliat  window  if  you 
plnte." 

Coningi»by  was  Kturting  tip  to  olTcr  hit  services, 
bsi  Lady  Meldon's  delicate  tiand — a  liand  aa  po«ii> 
'ort  as  it  was  delicate — kept  liim  chained  to  the 

"  1  must  be  paid  for  tbe  fletention  ;  you  said  you 
Ud  umetJiing  to  tell  ine." 
'■YflB,  abotit  MisR  Mornington — 1  hope  you  will 
I  her;  the  is  going  to  marry  your  coiuiin,  as  I 
ppOM  you  are  aware.  Not  tlial  I  eonttdcr  her 
to  l^onl  HailinKkam;  there  it  too  much 
titntx  about  heri  and  Lord  HasJinghom  is 
ely  particular.  As  1  hare  a  great  rejrarit 
far  Sir  Hubert.  I  liave  insisted  on  his  makinj;  her 
over  to  my  charge  for  a  few  dlays.     Poor  girl,   I 


icnuvel 


<Ii>tuin«(l — Mr.   Percival  broke] 
they  wcri"  gniiig  to  leave  Moi 
ciral   himself  is  a  very  unpri 
I  hear  bnirs  th«  inconvriiiein 
mcnt  very  patiently.' 

"  Mrs.  Perciral  is,  I  tliiok,  a 
De  Grey." 

"  Y«,  unfortunntifly  chc  is." 
**  Unfortunalely  !  How,  dt-ar 
"O,  I  don't  know— I  diiilike 
with  re«pect  to  Horalia — Miss  Si 
—I  feel  A  little  ulannc<l  at  wh 
taken.     Cfiaptrona^e    has    its  rei 
she  ia  rather  strange  at  tiioeb 
ckiinot  be  with  her  alwa 
"  But  there  i»  FJconor 
"  My   dear    Henry, 
believe  you  do  not  attend  to  b 
ing :  nnd  so  yon  iniugine,  Eleani 
la  tnk«  Ciire  cif  onejLiMj^ljfl^i^^^ 


it  tiiDeai 
iy»— J 

,   ho«^ 
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"VfT)' ^^llantly  mid,  indeed;  but  Mim  ^for^- 
'  ii^>ii  ti  not  quite  as  eaaily  insnagrd  ns  you  sup 
pMC  I  shall  be  ID  a  state  of  perpetunl  nnxiety 
*bile  Uie  is  here.  I  wiifa  Mr.  Falconer  werv 
gnc  It  strikes  mo  you  can  Ih'  of  service  to 
■m.  Yob  see  it  <^ill  be  necvaiuiry  to  occupy 
•si  smuM  her,  sbe  is  »o  volatile ;  do  oblige  me  by 
bring  as  altentivc  to  li»r  as  possible:  all  very 
yn^,  yon  know,  n«  she  Is  rngaf^ed  to  your  cou- 
«ia— betides,  if  you  <lo  not,  sbe  will  be  encouraging 
Ht.  Falconer,  and  that  would  be  awkward." 

"Encounge  Mr.  Fiilconcr!"csclBimed  Eleanor, 

-Inldiq;  up  eagerly  frum  the  tabic  at  which  she  sat; 

'0  nunma,  impoMible;   sbe  knows   better   the 

of  the  obligations  tliut  bind  lier." 

*Aifbr  tliat,  Eleanor,  lloratia  ib  in  tlie  Iiabit  of 

*0CMnging  ever)'  man." 

"Hsmma,  dear  mamna,  you  mistake — you  do  not 
■DJtntand  ber  manner — ii  is  only  miinner;  sbe  Is 
^ngle  hearted,  pure,  affectionate — must  slie  not 
tttsbefutbful?" 

"  Kly  dear  Elmnor,  I  have  made  up  my  mind 
*>lbe  subject,  and  you  may  depend  upon  it  I  am 
**l  deceived ;  besides,  tbe  manner  is  every  thing. 
It  «ouU  be  very  unpleasant  for  mo  to  have  to  inter- 
■Tt  in  any  aflair  of  tlic  kind ;  the-  very  idea  flurries 
Bt  Hod  she  not  been  Sir  Hubert's  daughter — and 
iibryourpnpa.. .  Icon  only  say  Henry,  tbut  being 
VOU  II.  f 
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your  oousin's  /tancie,  I  shall  hold  you  bound 
Utvp  u  Hnrt  of  police  dpuard  over  her.     She  will 
perrecUy  satisfied  if  she  has  you  to  talk  to; 
yoti  can  Hit  by  her  at  <lianer|  and  help  her  oo 
home,  und  .  . . ." 

"  I  mean  to  do  all  that  for  Eleanor,  if  you 
my  dear  madam,  and  as  much  more  m 
agreeable." 

"  Now,  Henry,  I  know  very  well  you  «n 
tryiiifr)  iu  your  own  ^y  style,  to  proroko  iii«i 
tunately,  I  undentand  i/our  maoner  u  lent," 
Lady  Meldon  glanced  at  her  daughter.    "It 
quite  idle  your  making  any  difficultiea;  you 
matift}!^  every  thing  naturally  if  you  like." 

"  Manage — naturally  !    Are  you   not 
putting  those  two  conflicting  words  logethi 
my  part,  1  never  saw  any  thing  mauaged 

"  Some  tilings  must  be  mfttugnl  in  thb  mil 
laid  La<ly  Meldou,  di^^miticBUy. 

"  But  tlicr«  are  occnions  when  they  wlU  i 
coniwnt  to  be  maaBged,"  said  Coningsby ;  **  hr 
stance,  a  young  lady's  heart." 

"  O,  if  you  talk  of  hearts  I  have  done." 

*'  Now  that  is  prectMly  where  dkd  Uk* 
begin." 

**  1  do  not  care  what  men  like,  but  I  know 
like ;  and  so  now,  if  you  will  give  me  your 
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'  j-ou  my  carnations,  ajicl  a  inoM 
lag  DiyrUc  »cnt  by  Sir  Hubert  to 
iMst  I  tliink  I  ever  nuw.  KUwior,  » 
!u  apri^  you  are  playing  vriih  'i  X 
t  watering  it  this  tnorning.  Fray 
.  my  loTt ;  i  tiunk  bo  wUica  to 


i: 


Kunfivhat  gnttuitooaly  ascribed 

K\o  bvr  l<>ril,  sbv  btfrMlf  bving 
little  private  coufemice  with 
d  occurred  to  Iter  contriving 
MK  way  to  dctael)  Cuniogsby  froni 
i  attendance  oo  Eleanor,  vras  to 
h  m  antliurixvd  attendance  on  Hi^ 
t  miglit  be  more  agreeable  to  biin- 
would  be  more  convenient  to 


Ma 


H>  lattrval  tltat  elapsed  between  Iter 
uion  witb  Lady  Morniugton  an<l 
nple  Bourne,  suffered  mucli — mere 
liety  of  her  young  and  carules* 
liouffht  it  pomitile  sbe  could  suffer, 
uds  vlasped  on  the  balcony  rail, 
in  tlie  cool  of  evening  bcnvatli  iu 
,  sbe  marvelled  at  tliu  conflict  tltat 
bin  lier.  Did  itbi',  or  did  she  not, 
ngUam  ?  W'ben  she  tliougbt  of  bim 
Mtuty  and  bis  lofty  courtesy,  as  at 
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fir>t  lie  [ireHent4?<l  liimMlf  to  the  eye  and  the  ii 
nation,  both  wilting  to  admire,  and  the  latter  u 
to  bo  struck  or  to  be  deceived,  she  felt  aa  I 
lored  him  titill :  when  ithe  remembered  bin 
brow  clouded — hU  air  conatrained— suspecd 
and  visiting  hts  suspicions  sternly  and  glootnil 
her,  cjuiug  lier  young  freedom  in  iron — «be 
fetised  tliat  tlie  love  waa  gone.  '11h;  b«W 
assertion  of  holy  writ  rose  up  before  her  ii 
irreversible  strength — "  perfect  love  cwMtk 
fear."  Wns  not  her  love  then  roost  impcffectJ 
unqtMltionahly  in  the  *'  fear"  there  wan  "  toran 
O  tlial  she  could  have  loved  him  aa  he  toved 
Would  not  iliv  in.tlioct  of  affection  have 
her  from  troubling  that  glorious  but 
hcwL 

And  he,  she  thought,  tbe  lofty  lover,  to  bej 
coived !— deceived  by  a  weak  nnd  wayward 
her!    Where  was  her  refuge — where  could  i 
for  counsel — her  graudmamina  ?     O  never! 
would  she  i«fH>ak  lo  her  again — not  if  her  he 
breaking,    tier  latlter  'i  be  was  m>  tuippy— J 
of  hid  child— «he  had  been  warned  not 
his  hiippincwt — to  alarm  his  pride.     LouiJ 
not   here.     Eleanor?  but  then   there 
Meldon. 

Poor  HoTttia  [    she    looked    np   oil 
pure  stars,  aiHt  wished  they  would  she 
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Irra^tated  and  innocent  lieart;  and  then  Rhi* 
id  away  h«r  tears,  and  wrni  Ijm^,  and  ende^ 
rd  to  lank  chcvrfiil,  nnil,  liur(li.T  iXWi,  to  feci  nt 
F. 

r  Hubert  «nd  his  datight«r  Rrrtv«d  at  Temple 
inc.  The  day  wbs  in  itt  prime,  and  Eleanor 
Ur  It  once  to  %  grove  near  the  hoDM,  ibal 
night  have  n  pleasant  Htroll  together.  She 
Ikeen  atnick  on  the  instant  urith  the  altered 
^on  of  Horatia's  eye — the  nervousness  of 
Manner — the  gmvity  of  her  mien.  But  she 
no  apparent  notice  of  the  change,  anil  maum- 
lerwlf  a  gayer  mood  (han  u«tuil,  nhe  dwelt  on 
lleaanre  she  felt  in  welcoming  her  to  Temple 
■ne.  She  talked  to  her  of  the  rides  and  driven 
were  to  lake  toa;ctber — spoke  of  the  Mans- 
t— of  Coningshy — ijf  every  nnc  but  of  him 
lion  hIiv  cuuld  have  spoken  roost  of  all :  and 
ken  luddenly  become  conscioas  of  the  omission, 
manner  lont  something  of  its  frec^tom  and  ita 
(,  there  stole  over  it »  tenderneits  and  ucliHrm, 
h  Horatia  anttwetcd  with  all  the  exuberant 
MM  of  an  eiitluisiaslic  and  loving  heart, 
bus  then  tliey  walked  «n,  the  sadness  of  tlio 
■hv  had  sought  M  cheer  springing  up  anew, 
It  that  of  the  consoled  forgot  itself  in  tlie  happy 
"■Kaocy  of  youth.  With  boiiiiding  step  and 
yC)  Horutia  luul  sprung  from  tlie  side  of 
f3 
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Elmnor,  attmctod  by  tlie  plnyful  f^ombnU  of 
fiiwn   lu   It  sported  in   tlic   itlmde  :   Hu<lilrnly  nbe 
Rioppei) — her  limba  trembled — her  lips  pan«d  la 
Hiirpri5« — und  oslonUbmrnt,  painful  bdi)  perpleicH 
to  0  itr^nM',  aent  iho  lirnilil  blood  to  lirr  brow, 

"OHoiven!  Is  it  poasibl*  i*  Eleanor,  it  on- 
not  be.    Am  1  in  a  dream  ?  " 

Site  Mood  indcrd  likp  odc  wbo  gized  on  MW 
fiuitMtio  wonder  of  tto  imagiiuiry  world.  EImdm 
ttuloA — alonnecl  at  ber  alarm. 

"  Did  you  know  of  tblt,  Eleanor?  Cruel  Ion*- 
ccal  it  from  me.'* 

"  Know  of  wbati  dearest  Horatin !  " 

"Of  hn   rotiim.     Let  n>c  »it  down — lio«r 
beart  heats:"  and  she  tbrew  Itcraelf  on  a  bt'nch 
her.     In  a  moment  or  two,  Itowever,  slie 
up :  "  No,  be  will  be  offended — let  U9  walk  ofl.' 

**  Dear  ?Ii>mli>i,  bare  pity  on  mc — speali— < 
do  you  mcati  ?" 

"To  tliink  that  be  Kliould  liave  f^tvcn  up  U 
journey  to  Italy  after  all  t     And  I — (),  I 
lie  waifar,  fur  off!" 

"(laly!    Lord   Hittlinf;ham  t    Horatia,  vliai 
this?"  and  the   peraonifi cation   of  |Kw»ion,  il«l 
condensed,  absorbing.  Eleanor  stoixl  molionleat- 

"He  croMod  ibe  avenue  only  just  now — lb"* 
wlicTP  the  path  \mih  to  tiie  gate — but  be  i 
we  UK.     Good  Heaven  !  lie  enters  it  agnin  ! 


t 


^^prv  pwn — a  half  uttered  cry  of  joyful 
P-«  heailatiii);  «mile — a  betraying  blu&h — 

■bed  tew — preluded  the  aiHwer  of  Koratia. 
my   foolishncsH — I    was  very  fooliali — 

wt  help  it— it  wu  wrang>— I  feol  it  was 

tg  I "  repeated  Elesuor,  musingly,  aod  io 
of  licr  own  tUmg  Mtti  Maitlvd  soul  Hhe 
"  1  guMwd  it — I  foniaaw  it — 1  felt  it — 
lie  must  belong  to  lien  OHa«lingham! 
■  ■ 

bad  laid  Iter  band  un  tliv  iitiouldvr  uf  lii-r 
ibe  toucb  «bu  idtovk  the  weaknow^  fruin 

at  Eleanor,  I  liave  distresaed,  I  bave  ter* 
be  is  coming ;  I  beseech  you,  say  no- 
tiuB.  1  do  not  tike  to  tliink  of  it.  How 
ttartlingly  like !  Ju«t  us  iic  )ookG<l  vrben  1 

rint !     His  very  w»lk !  kb  air — no — not 
And  an  Conioicsbv  cune  on,  Uoratia  con- 


bersonl. 

TIk'  firet  Miiml  of  bn  re 
but  tliv  UKKlulation  of  th 
(lro(>t  into  tier  lieart  liko  lm| 
its  deserted  cells,  calliiijr 
departed.  The  vision  crep^ 
not  like — a  portrait  with 
«ppiikii)|;  of  tb«  pn»t(  yet  Uij 
the  pre«eiit ;  nu«iin^  on  tlic  ] 
and  tben  passing  in  mtsly 
who  should  have  worsluppnl 
sembtiiig — betraying  becauf 
Mwvpt  on,  tracinif  with  wami 
of  Horatia ;  anil  sbe,  she  knt 
slie  reaiembcT^d  Lord  Ilusli 
HttnictiNl  her  lancy  first,  oi 
point  of  view  wUicli  should  1 
for  eirer.  Tlie  cliain — how 
moment  it  ceased  to  gall  and 
oualy  she  had  gjvenjl 
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btmniful  flJte  looked,  m  in  licr  renovale*! 
N  of  (eeliDg — ^for  the  counlor-Hpcll  Uy  aa 
I  a  tbrilJ    imperceptible,   yet   deep  —  tlie 

lU  around  Iter  io  nature  tliat  deligliieiJ — 
le  personification  of  die  fresb,  and  the  pure, 
rigbt  in  nature. 

if  tliere  were  pobon  Eo  tli«  bosom  of 
' — it  wouM  not  loucti  her  Ull  the  leaves 
me  by  one ;  and  it  wm  a  rose  tluU  seemni 
would  bloom  for  ever,  cfcannin^,  unre- 
captirnting  and  captive.  A  glow  passed 
uiMenec  like  the  red  tint  over  the  henveii. 
Me  OD  all  wlio  gazed  on  it. 
;*by  felt  that  the  lovely  creature  who 
t  to  bim  in  her  innooenoe,  was  one  to 
ippiness  was  a  familiar  word — a  creature 
I  and  claiming  conlidcnc«  in  rctnm— onii 
th«  gfayer  senMbIltti«-s  of  life,  rather  tluui 
teper  impulses  of  the  heart  Alto^her 
Trom  Eleanor,  she  would  epvak  as  soon  as 
vhilc  Klranor  would  feel  too  acutely  to  b« 
peak  at  all    The  recollection  of  his  con- 

wlth  Eleanor  flashed  across  his  mind, 
jr,  and  raguely,    and    instinctively   there 

idea,  that  if  Lord  Ilaalini^ham  loved 
wtirely,  fervently,  devotedly,  not  »o  de- 
not  BO  fervently,  not  bo  entirely  did 
ive  Lord  [la&lingltani. 

r  s 


t»me  !     tJoningsby  looked  on 
passionate  pity — an  absolving 
finable  syrapatliy.     He  withd) 
rested  on  Eleanor — were  it  so,  t 


CHAPTER  XXIL 

'Tlungt  have  Ulen  out,  Sir,  lo  anluclriljr. 
That  Ire  ba*e  had  oo  tiiue  lo  nunc  oar  daughter. 

I  wot  not  by  what  power 
(flat  by  aatae  power  it  U)  my  lore  •  "  • 
Helud  u  ii  the  mow,  aeeiiu  to  me  now 
Ai  tbe  mnembranee  of  an  idle  gawd, 
Wbieh,  in  nf  cbildhood,  I  did  doat  upon; 
And  all  tbe  £uth,  tbe  virtue  of  my  heart, 
Tbe  object  and  the  pleaiure  of  mine  eye, 
lionly  'him.'" 

MlHDMHBK  NtasT'a  Dkeam. 

*  I  cannot  be  ao  anawer'd. 
Sooth,  but  you  miut" 

Twelfth  Miqht. 

"  lUtum'd  10  loon  I" 

CoMEDi  or  EsRoaa. 


^  o»  was  it  that  Sir  Hubert,  seated  once  again  in 
room, 
F  6 


^  *aine  lofty  dioing  room,  at  a  board  as  elegant. 
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ill  a  society  as  app«able,  or  rather  more  agrees 
still,  felt  that  Momethmg  or  other  was  altered^  | 
III!  diMiicliantrd  ?  Was  Elcanur  Icm  lorely  in  ll 
Hvlf,  or  Ivwi  cuuTteotis  to  lam  ?  Was  Lady  Mcll 
h?M  encouraging,  or  her  Lord  lew  cordial  {  \ 
the  conrcrsatioii  lew  animating?  The  champaf 
Ig»«  liiH|)irin)r  ?  l 

How  was  it)  thai  afterward*,  Mandin|f  in  th«  t^ 
drawing  room,  at  the  side  of  the  saune  harp,  toiioj 
by  the  same  fair  lingers,  he  was  conuioun  of  a  pel 
tual  interruption  to  pleasant  thought,  that  ma^ 
the  melody  a»  it  travelled  to  the  ear,  and  an 
deeper  discord  yet  into  the  heart  :*  The  flowen 
the  tables  were  a*  beautiful  as  their  predecc«st 
tlie  vaae» — there  was  no  stain  on  the  marble ; , 
mostucs  were  as  perfect  in  their  combinations;  ] 
vine-tendtila  on  die  caskets  curled  as  graeefull 
ever  ;  but  yet  there  was  alteration — yet  ihert 
<li<encltanimcnt ! 

SotDCthing  undoubtedly  there  was,  he  aaJi 
himself,  between  Eleanor  and  Coningsby.  Wi 
iidmiratiou  on  his  |>urt,  or  love  on  both  ?     Ada 

tiun— tliat  was  natural — >5ir  Habcrt  admitted 

I 

<»iioe.     llie  lave  perhaps  ivould  luive  been  as  | 
tural,  but  this  lie  did  not  admit  as  readily. 
Coningsby,  be  confessed)  had  tlie  air  of  a  man  i 
loved,  or  liad  loved,  or  intended  to  love ;  and  j 
beautiful  l-'rench  rhj-me  rose  like  a  sybil's  oil 
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frvin  aniilit  the  darkness  of  lib  doubw,  as  lie  looked 

u  iiin. 

Qni  fne  i>  wiia,  voilt  Km  m*1im  I 

0  r«ri— a  rtwii— ou  u  iMi  i-tm. 

On  Eleanor's  sentiments  be  could  pronounce  no 
jwj^tnt — that  c«rtsiuly  was  tlie  more  imponanl 
ftivt  of  Ute  two.  Her  manner  to  Coningftby  was 
ll^mimuer  of  one  not  iillogolhcr  at  her  e&»e.  of 
nil  tligtiti)-  touclml,  und  rcoiindvd  now  uod  tben 
*lta  emotion  deefwr  still;  and  between  lliem  botli 
there  was  ev)<lenlly  an  understanding  and  a  hjiht 
flll)'i  wbicb  completely  WSlifl  Sir  Hubert's  cal- 
ciluigiHi  and  made  bim  half  rc^^t  the  self-imposed 
■Kussity  of  calculalinK  at  all. 

fVfbaps  bad  Sir  Hubert  been  n  yonngpr  man — 
BBan  wbo  bad  been  in  ibe  habit  of  fallin);  in  love 
'"of  pursuing  an  object  through  ilif!iculiicH,  and  of 
fiJIing  out  of  lore  only  when  convinced  tliat  tlic 
diflcuttieit  were  insuperable;  or  liad  he  ba<l  a  little 
'^vi  wliat  h»  brother  called  a  gracious  indolence 
^''^t  liim,  or  a  little  more  of  pers4:verin^  Hclf-com- 
fWency,  lie  would  not  so  entirely  Iksve  overlooked, 
■on  die  encoiintvr  of  the  first  check  he  did,  h'n 
"•ntbuiices  of  success  whcliii-r  bearing  reference 
^  pvMon  or  po«itio».  He  would  liave  put,  roore- 
***».  bito  llic  scidc  tlio  evident  enconnigement  of 
"**  MeMorn ;  the  gCMtletiew  of  tbc  liuly  of  his  love; 


stand  beyond  the  barricade 
tlie  bearing  of  him  uho  nw 
Grey  wits  eoming  duwn  ;  l| 
barricade  at  <hic«,  if 
paused :  if  he  were  in  ear 
doubt — another  d  i  I  em  ma. 
been  led  on  a  liltk-,  ii  vai} 
meant — ye%  be  had  xivtaly  i 
tlien  be  luid  never  Iwlicved  h\ 
had  laiicied  it  impooubk. 
ing^sby  liad  come  down — it  w< 
think: — site  was  very  beautifn 
C<>iiin<|^by  liAil  fuunil  tlmt  oi 
nghed  iigniii. 

Lady  Meliton  snw  tlial  ber  e 
in  a  higher  pla«ii<t  luid  not  bet 
die  had  decided  iti  ber  own 
would  never  nuury  ICIeanoTi  f 
as  overcome  by  the  discover) 
wise   linvc 
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^MbtT  Say  in  ibe  kouae,  even  if  itie  hcnwlf  mitr- 
>UJn(  Urn  to  Uie  deprecated  billiaril  tabic,  to  con- 
^l  Mr.  Mansfield  ;  or  ventured  to  tlie  Itall-door 
■•Melum  lake  tlie  precise  ^ot  in  the  csvalcade, 
■Udi  it  sliould  be  brr  pleaaure  to  aini^  to  htm. 
Tbi*  unwonted  uctirity  in  I<wiy  Mcidon'*  ideu 
»o  laueh  additional  aninuition  to  tier  inimnert 
Coningsby  couM  not  help  coming  up  to  can- 
itBJBte  ber  on  the  bappy  effecl  whicb  tbe  air  of 
Gloucestershire  seented  to  have  had  on  her  consti- 
an  approadi  of  wbicb,  like  a  skilful  tai-titian, 
arailed  her&clf  immediately,  to  insist  on  bis  pUy- 
tkesi  Mitii  Hontia;  and  rising  on  tlie  moment, 
glided  across  tlie  room,  and  summoned  bis 
nL 
Ko  propo«ition  could  bare  bn>tt  more  ioopgw^ 
lue  10  Cuuingsby ;  ho  bad  left  Eleanor  with  ilio 
'•iltntiou  of  rcjoiniufr  ber  instantly ;  he  had  been 
ing  witli  interest  xim  ncrvou^Dess  of  her  tniin- 
•  lie  had  tltought  it  augured  well  for  him.  He 
not  that  tbe  incident  of  the  morning  bad  im- 
011  ber  heart  afresh  the  image  of  the  absent 
It  vita  simply  his  shadow  that  hovered  on 
'^conbnM,  pu»ing  ai>d  rcpMnng,  and  then  melt- 
ktUt  distance. 
But  tbe  proposition,  if  inopportune  for  him,  wm 
ibirtunate  for  Horatia.  It  so  luppencd  that  she 
not  played  at  chess,  since  she  bud  played  al  it 
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witlt  I^rd  HaNlingbnm.  AikI  vrlten  sli 
self  flCAteil  opposite  to  Coning«by — wl 
Ilia  hand  on  the  board,  and  hpard  Kt  lb 
the  (onrs  almoat  rimlUr — in  tbix  inslam 
incT«iiscd  tlie  danger — of  the  full  deep  v 
fusion  came  over  her  tliouj^hta,  and  her  I 
up,  and  tlien  seemed  strangely  to  die  i 
her. 

For  n  quarter  of  an  hour,  as  witl 
fingert  ohe  moved  the  pieces  on  the  t>a 
rested  tliere,  and  there  alone,  as  if  a 
At  the  end  of  that  period  she  commit 
mistake ;  Coniiig»by  ftpoke  gently, 
gently  than  usital,  to  announce  to  Iter 
then,  us  by  an  uncontrollatile  impulse, 
np.  O  tlmt  other  eye«  liad  always 
calmly,  and  as  kindly,  as  thoee  that  g 
tlien !  Would  it  have  been  «o  difficult 
to  lore  ?  A  tear  fiarte<t  to  hi'r  own  ; 
belonging  to  the  past  was  preparing  i| 
(rom  the  future.  Coningsby  wat  fi 
Eleanor,  because  lie  brought  constat 
mind  the  man  she  loved :  lie  was  ren> 
well  by  Honitia,  because  the  eyes — tin 
contour — were  those  of  the  man  who  la 

The  chess  table  might  have  offered 
Horatia;  for  in  chess,  as  in  life,  a  fIrM 


frequently  tliu  precursor  of  others,  and 


too,  anil  tbp  skill  of  the 
e  to  the  cunosity  of  the 


nbcrt  bod  straycil  to  tlie  tabic,  and  ho  laid 
lightly  on  the  filioiilder  of  bis  daughter- 
Been  lier  play  better  than  she  haa  Hone  to- 
iDoe,  she  succeeded  in  conquering  Lord 
UD  " 
t?"  «aU\  Coning«by,  emphatically,  and  with 

of  inquiry  in  his  accent, 
bert  returned  the  uniie.     lioratia  bccumc 
n  before,  and  the  gravity  was  not  lost  oa 

lansBeld  ut  this  juncture  cune  up. 
It !  Mansfield  come  to  pwts  judgment  ?" 
lot  I.  I  hitre  quite  enough  of  chewi  when 
,  I  have  only  come  to  talk  lo  you  a  little." 
I,  Ihen,"  said  Sir  tlubcrt,  aware  from  per- 
icrieiicc,  that  when  Mr.  Mansfield  talked, 
tr«  generally  compelled  to  give  up  think- 


<lon." 

**  Why,  I  »)i&U  ride  over  aft 
"  You  had  better  breakfast 
'*  Tluuilc  you ;  and  so  says 
poor  I'crcivul  likes  m  little  pol 
brcakfatt,  wb«»  tti«  papers  con 
"  Leave  IiIj;  wire  to  do  all  tl 
isle  to  be  permitted  to  nroiiDt 
He  wa«  led  rouml  this  morni 
you  would  approve  of  him." 

"  She  will,  I  believe.  1  thii 
voucJi  fur  hia  geutlenew:  hia  ej 
cient  Hpirit  in  it  to  offer  pled 
Besides,  1  have  passed  my  word 
be  most  exemplary  in  my  surve 
"An  engagemeot,  lightened 
OD  this  ocowion,  by  a  •)K'«ic« 
altogetlicr  mental — a  reservin 
yourself.     1  told  Mrs.   Mamfie 


ntl  of  thb  mmt  ilUnuMd,  and  1 
lent,  most  enriab)«  of  ateedn,  and 
BO  over  and  over  a^n.     But  no, 
rotettol  tliff  would  rather  luk  tJic 
SU  UDiit«miui,  if  Jie  ehnner*!  tn  lib 
tp  under  her  window  iti  titc  roooii- 
r  I  did   inust  on  giWng  l>er   my 
;  I  owed   that   to   the   unforlannto 
Dii ;  I  felt  anxtoiM  ta  influence  hia 
|be  onpenuadable  No — you  were  to 
rening^ — yogr  fiat  was  to  be  law." 
confm  myself  lionourctl,  indeed," 
>ert;  "  for  my  own  part  I  ttlinuld 
gttinat  GompetinK  with  you  in  thi« 
Mlf^  LadyMeldon,  probubty,over- 
^c>ebaw  notoriety  of  \a»t  spring." 
pt  it  uiMloubtedly,"  said  Man&field, 
IB,  Bod  1  Stood  by   her  cliuir,    in 
lloeas,  a  full  five  minuted  together, 
at  I  would  be  Miss  IklU-iKli-'H  aa- 

1 

1  tnt«nd  to  come  and  look  ' 
port  progress  to  Mn.  Perd 
on  I  find.     Behind  the  h«t 
to  tliat    And  wh«ii  will  Mn] 
rouH  to  show  herself  agwn  ? 
thing  else  I  wished  lo  ask  I 
Grey  come  down  ?     t  sssurvl 
make  ua  all  alirc  again :  dx 
be  the  ileath  of  her." 

"  A  necessarj-  preparation 
again,"  said  Sir  Hubert,  gully 
8tal«d  tlHit  firtt." 

"Ah!  my  logic,  like  n  r« 
walk  backwarilft.  And  now,"  g 
and  leading  Sir  Hubert  into  tl 
bow  window,  "  1  bare  sometl 
■till.  My  pretty  little  fried 
Hornlia,  a  not  looking  well.  '. 
her  All  the  lime  1  was  apeakinj 

"So 


B  UOik'ntand  nil  ibat ; 
tuffer  ber  to  pine  on  in  tliis  way ;  tie  will  be 
me  day  or  other — happy  nuui  tfaat  he  is  1 
tills  love  bcoomvti  m  very  uwful  alTnir— rouw 
nil  mcaiw — I  thall  l>e  iJeligliied  u  rouse  her 
and  shake  this  roaiaDce  in  mouniing  out  of 
d.  I  will  tracli  lier  biltiurtb." 
lich  the  knows  already,  thauk  yott,  Man»- 

lo  leap,  or  to  nw,  or  to  lire  at  a  mark, 
ng  you  like — bodily  cxerme  cum  the 
I  have  often  had  recourse  to  the  remedy 

F 

I !     I  never  saw  you  out  of  bpirits  in  my 

rhapa  not;  but  I  have  teen  my»tflf  out  of 
I  Yes,  tlic  rowing  will  be  the  tliiii)^;  and 
kr— be  ^lall  hold  her  band  steady — we  will 

iD-mOTTOW." 


Uiii«flt " 

**  I  defy  Iier  xo  b«  Miitimcn 
li«r.     Ask  Mrs.  MaIl!^lield  if  e 
b«   Miitimental.     Slid   hsd   sn 
once,    iirid    tlie  creulunr  looked 
);Ricerul,  ibat  1  always  bUhmI  re 
Hence.     I  begged,  at  last,  Ae 
aod  take  a  Newfoundland  pappy 

**  And  Mm.  Mansfield  pan 
vwirile?" 

•*  Tlic  creature  died  of  ■  dcclin 
the  a&dr." 

■*  But  tlic  Newfoundland  pi 

"U,  Mhc  left  it  to  board  wiU 
palled  ita  head  to  pleue  tn^| 
oHer — that  died,  too,  tbou^li  not 
fellow  !  how  bo  useil  Co  ]>lun)j;c  in 
wore  ulkiii;;  of  tlie  water,  1  tliinl 
nflair.  How  bmously  Dudley  t 
pulls  were  as  niMWurcd  a»  bla 
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"  Id  Ydrksbirc,  1  believe." 

"But  hu  will  be  ftt  Form  Lodge  m  usual  for 

»^^  shoociiig." 
"  Ko,  I  <lo  not  Uiiok  Ite  will  b«  here  Uiia  sutumn." 
"  How  I  msking  Iova  in  S'orkftliirc,  and  you  nr« 
^  tbe  wcret?     Well,  it  U  time  be  Hfaoul<)  marry, 
M  it  cannot  be  helped — 1  bave  observed  there  is 
frM|ueiitly  a  marrying  mania.     De  Grey  will  keep 
cinr  ul  all  events ;  utile«»,  ta  I  taid  to  Uidy  Mvl- 
don,  an  beiretis  should  cro«  hift  path,  and  tliet>  1 
cmU  predict  his  fate.    He  U  just  the  fellow  to  win 
>a  beireos,    beating  every   eooipctitor  hollow.     1 
told  bcr,  in  that  <sue,  I  ibould  hare  no  objection 
to  Man  him  myitvlf.    'I'alking  of  racing,  I  fiii<l  Per- 
Qnl  wants  t«  part  with  the  horse  tliat  threw  bim ; 
Of  rather  Mrs.  Percival  has  pronounced  his  doom, 
w  i)  becaming  in  u  vite.     I  mean  to  purcliate  bim 
^—-1  liked  tlic  animal  from  the  firsL" 
^B    "And   like  bim   better,  perhaps,  since  he  has 
"tWrn  Peroiral  ?" 
^    "That  makes  no  difference." 
^^    "But  whul  will  Mm.  Mansfield  tay  to  the  pur- 
^P«e?     Will  she  not,  like  Mrs.  Percival,  tbink  of 
^*^  is  txMoming  in  a  wife  ?" 

'*  O,  Mrs.  Mansfield  knows  mc  of  old  to  b«  one 
***  tlie  unmuriagiMblc  Mte«." 

Whatever  Mrw.  Maiwfield  had  known  her  hus- 
^^*id  to  bo  of  oki,  the  had  contrived  to  make  bim. 

9 


-I.UUIU  uv  ua\iywcii  ui   luuuo  'cmnpi 
tluui   Mun»fiel()t   naA   no  womii 
shortly  afiervrardH,  Ins  so,  Utaii  I 
Tlie  (li»coDtei)t,    like   tlio  Tl 
•ourccs.     First,  Mr.  Mansfield 
Hubert ;    and   Lady   Mcldon 
terror  of  Mr.    M»ii»fitfl<l'M   comt 
condly,  Sir  Hubert  liad  not  coii' 
Eleanor.    Thirdly,  Eleanor  behsv* 
to  Coningsby  tbun  ever.     Fourtbl 
ilL  Ftftbly,  ConingHby  wiu  too  bur 
young  I'lilcotier  allowed  an  eruJri 
flirt  n-illi  Horatia.     And  la-ttly,  L 
interfered  wiUi  all  tbe  arrangement 
nKMO. 

The  «heM  party  bnil  bi>«n  brak 
been  one  of  Lord  Meldon's  un- 
Horatia  seemed  lircd  ;  and  tlie  evi 
closii;  and  Lndy  Meldon  wished  i 
night,  and  pressed  on  him  (he  I 
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tuaaittg  b«ck  to,  Kod  dep«rtjn{f  fr««li  lu 
ftum  Its  ipring. 
iHfaritttion  of  llt»  ftpiril,  ■  chain  oF  fatidn 
It  aud  beautiful,  a  confuitou  of  noft  ima^ 
a  labyrintli  of  iv»liea,  and  of  fmra,  and  of 
ins  tliat  looked  iilcv  either,  aod  belonged  to 
a  host  of  memurin   Mttli    the   mask   Italf 
0n — of  iinticipations  veiled,  uiiti  lite  brigdt  and 
cye»  aJono  shining  tlirough.     Socb  wua  tJir: 
^tiere,  from  wliicJi   Horeiia  i>aa»e«l  into  ijie 
realm   of  slrop :   ainl   there   tJie  viHtonfl 
round  ber  Mill. 

tun  rose  on  her  ibe  next  morning,  and  fonnd 
like  Olio  transported  into  another  world.  The 
till-  avtorM  were  all  cliangvd.  Mr.  Perdval, 
ith  bin  (jiiiet  uiicom plaining  air  of  p«in;  Mr*. 
iraU  with  (he  voice  that  never  could  be  ailent) 
ly  Momington,  in  ber  ricb  dtuk  tlrvw,  aviited 
jidly  on  a  rouch  In  ber  oak-p«nnelled  drnwin); 
DBi|  like  an  ttn^e  erected  to  conunemorvte  th« 
•lancholy  past; — these  were  all  gone;  and  fllie 
>od  in  tlie  midst  of  mirlb,  of  wntiment,  and  of 
ice. 

Tbe  brcakfiut  table,  it  was  a  biiry  circle ;  the 
ire  especially  lu  Lady  Meldon,  acvording  to  Iter 
ut*  did  not  appear  at  it:  >hc  Imd  delivered  how- 
w  DOtcs  of  iiiHtrudion  to  ber  lord ;  and  Horutiu 
at  bis  side,  atid  on  ber  otlier  liand  wua  Coii- 
lOL.  II.  O 


nnd  a  seiL&tt  of  tlic  ^THceful  belpli 
vtvtatufe  at  tiU  Niile — a  sort  of  re 
uppreWiiiiiveDesH,  that  in  SDine 
meot  alie  oiiglit  forget  tlio  <tng*|l 
her  to  bis  ooiuin-— Uuit  in  her  b 
b«art,  she  mi){ht  l>c  tempted  uncc 
line  wliicli  oiijrbi  to  divkle  her  i 
(attoos  and  attentions  of  other  n 
for  once  to  believe,  tkut  l^idy  M 
wore  not  so  entirely  out  of  pliuM 
wouKI  he  01  once  uk  decorous  a 
for  ■  while  the  wisielics  of  a  b 
a  more  engrossing  aim,  and  wait 
aarj-,  aiid  ward  off,  if  it  vteiv  pw 
BMidee,  Uiougii  he  uied  to  b1 
from  liU  mind,  it  returned  on  1 
very  depth,  like  an  icy  slone  it 
re«tlee!i  M'a — that  KIcanor  lorod 
oror.  How  wns  it,  that  aJtboug 
eaeml  of  Lord  Uasliiisbam,  llx 
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"H*  besrlof  Uie  enpiged  is  not  pledget!  iritli  lbs 
W"  And  the  beart  of  Eleanor — that  ht^n  wbicli 
!■  ik  fnvoor,  ito  poastonato  tbrnMoin,  and  its 
^fair,  mftv  botwrvti  hotA  Hwllnglitun  iixl  tlia 
nUwid  paanve  hand — most  itot  ita  pnlaatioat,  Itlte 
•nic  in  tiw  dim  and  dreatnjr  distance,  make  itself  a 
■vn  tiMl  slionlil  be  hoard,  irh«n  difappoirttmeiii, 
iKmt,  MUpicEori,  certainty  of  evil,  renunciation 
ifbofie,  IH  solitude  into  bb  soul  ? 

Coninf^by  felt  loo,  tUat  allhougb  It  was  painrtil 
to  be  bidden  to  depart,  it  woa  not  in  man'*  iiatur« 
B  belmld  unmoved  a  love  so  enduring  and  tio  purt. 
Ht  had  prayed  Uiat  Eleuior  would  conaeni  to  be 
^py  witi)  htm;  but.  If  sfao  rejccK-d  the  pmycr, 
ibuld  br  Kive  attemtw  ta  tbe  grmpiug  vtiw,  tliiit 
>W  nSglit  never  bp  bappy  wiUi  anotlter  'i  Perltapn 
W  miglit  liave  been  led  into  this  seltinhneM,  iia 
MUn  bavo  been  lv<l  before  biin.  tiad  be  not  bcrn 
■Mtd  at  tbe  uulM-t.  tbiit  ber  heart  was  not  to  be 
*on.  A  warning  at  ibe  outset  works  change  not 
■rrety  tti  tbe  purpose,  but  in  (lie  paskionN.  iin  hiu) 
^  br«i  will)  (.'oningsby :  and  tbe  sleep  tliat  bad 
*ili(e(l  bi«  love  bwl  seemed,  eren  t4i  bimselff  lo  be 
■'tatli.  Huw  often  do  we  pronounce  ibat  sleep 
*t*>sal !  I.ove  awakes  from  lils  »li>cp  when  the 
*f  of  rircuuutance  pauses  nt  bis  eoiich  i  be  awak«s 
~*"l  we  recognise,  we  acknowledge,  we  pay 
'•"ou,^  ID  him,  as  the  same. 


pumcd  OTcr  the  winn  hoaviogi 
pulse  aunil  still,  so  did  die  vapt 
young  healthfulness  now. 

He  started  from  his  mcditalivn 
lioin  to  Hontia.   I'lifling  us  vet 
bometbiiig  in  hii  manner,  and  an 
tiling  in  her  lieart,  made  them  sc 
to  licr  who  Tcovivcd  tUcm.     Ho  I 
vacated  by  Lord  Haslingliam  at 
tlestined — Iiow  little  did  she  SUB[ 
occupy  that  left  vacant  by  Lord  B 
hesirt.     In  opobi  once  consocnted, 
wliidi  can  be  worahippcd  with  tho 
permitted  to  enter:  where  it  entei 
it  resia,  it  reignn.     Th«  same  fli 
mitsic,  tin-  inixK  iiic«-ii»e  poiirfortli 
ami,  seen  througb  that  mitt  of  k 
tures  o(  the  idol  re«enible  tlH»« 
had  been  overthrown. 

TIm  day  was  beuutifid :  at 


OBB 
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ifbr  dm  bmi  been  strollinf^  in  tbe  park 
Dor;  Ae  tMon  »  couch,  pstii-ntly  lislcn- 
"^  lo  tli«  coininunicaUoiiit  of  Iier  liostesi.    Eleanor 
AiidHoratia  liad  not  jret  jainml  the  circle;  Herbert 
Pdniier  hiiri  wtinilerL-d  to  tliestabU-fl;  Cotiing^lry 
^■talking  to  I^nl  MelHon^  ami  Mr.  Munsfiold 
^11  talking  to  hiiDKlf,  and  to  every  bodyi  or  play- 
ing with  his  riding  wbip,  as  be  stood  cnMonceH  in 
oae  of  the  wiitdows. 

Lady  Mcldun,  wttJi  a  watchfulness  restrainedly 
polite  and  unrestiainedly  painful,  Iiad  been  taking) 
€m  tbc  last  few  minuteti,  notes  of  these  maiiifokt 
vtolatioDs ;  and  at  last  site  hit  on  the  expedient  of 
vbluning  pity  for  ber  own  immediale  anxieties,  hy 
Bfl expiMsion  of  retrospective  pity  for  those  vrbicli 
WdoobtlesB  been  the  portion  of  Mrs.  Mansfield. 

"My  dear  Mrt.  Mansfield,  what  a  constant 
^*ftir  you  most  be  in  for  your  poor  flowers  !  Mr. 
"■Hfield  will  mont  assuredly  liil  off  the  bead  of 
*•!  beautiful  geranium  at  lait.  I  have  observed 
'^1  Dover  know  what  to  do  in  ibe  house.  TlK-n 
**(*  habit  of  widking  up  and  down  a  room  till 
*Nrj'  piece  of  china  nbakes,  and  every  crystal  orna- 
'"'Ql  jingles !  J  knvp  a  horror  of  wet  wcatJier  on 
^  account.    -Ah !  my  poor  geranium !" 

"  Mr.  Mansfield  will  not  touch  it,  dear   Lady 
^elrton." 

is  moment,  as  if  in  deference  to  Lady 
o9 
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Moltioii**  fciniiiiuc  ugitatioii,  Kkmttiiclil's  wliipi 
n  tlifTvNiit    direction,    and  at   Uwt    pkyfiill^ ' 
•oeitded  on  one  of  Ftdo't  magnilioeiii  ulken  ran. 
But  Lady  Meldou  Uad  canine  ayropattues  toO(  ind J 
tbey  bappeiivd  to  be  even  more  active  tfaaa  kr|^ 
Aoral  onea. 

"Opoor  Fido!  lie  will  frigblen  him  lodeaifcl 
Fi<)Dl  Fidot" 

"  Do  leave  liim  pray,   Lady  MeUon ;  lia^ 
chanaing  playtliing  for  nn  idle  mau,  as  at 
meiit  1  happen  to  be :  bis  ears  are  a  tilile,  a  < 
little  too  long." 

If  Mr.  Mansfield  said  tbis  to  annoy  lady  liUI< 
dou,  be  did  not  sar  it  in  vain. 

'*Mr.  Matiaftrkl,  »  HiMiniel's  «ir»  can  nncr ' 
too  lon^^ ;  I  cbo«e  hint  from  atnoti^  his  Itrotliett,  M 
the  superior  length  of  hU  ears." 

"  May  1  a^k  if  it  is  the  fashion  with  ludirt ' 
t«tit  tliL*  purity  of  the  breed,  by  holding  the 
tunate  puppy  by  liU  ean  before  tiiey  buy  liinii 
we  tlo  with  our  sponlng  Hog*?     The  length  oftl*    ■ 
enni  muRt,  in  that  case,  liare  been  a  convraieac*-'! 

"  I  did  not  buy  him,   Mr.  Mwwfiold,   lie  «*" 
given  to  me  by  Princow  Mettemicli,  as  1  tboufiUj 
I  ineiitJoaeH  to  yoti." 

Well  might   Lady  Meldon  think  fthe  I 
this  to  Mr.  Mansfield,  for  site  had  told  it 
niif. 


THS   EKOAOEMEKT. 


197 


yes— I  recollect  now.     Very  attentive  of 

ifc  Prinens — wtj-  ntt^ntivR  tmlonl.     U'lii-n  I  visit 

ij'ienna,  I  ini»t  »hv  will  pre  mc  »  Uano." 

H"  Pray,  Mr.  MnpiifieM,  excuse  roe,  but  f'tdo  it 

Ht  nied  tu  be  played  with — be  in  remarkably  grave 

Bl|^Dtle,  and  very  easily  ten-iBed.     Oh  !   be  hu 

g«l  liim  between  Um  wall  and  hu  boot,"  sbe  ad<ie4t, 

Ba  low  rapid  vnicc,  liiniin^r  again  to  Mrs   Mans- 

lUu  "  Poor  (bing !  biiw  be  ircmbln  t  Do  Henry, 

Hbtk  to   Fido — be  will  cone  tbc  nomcitl   yon 

•kiule — he  always  did  al  Vienna." 

But  Coiiingsby  was  listenin)^  to  LaixI  Mefdfflt, 
and  Uio  mandate  diod  away  unbeard  by  bim  tu 
•kMi  It  was  adilrened. 

"  Charles,"  wiid  Mrs.  Mansfield,  "nr«  tliere  any 
<«puof  Sir  Hubert  ?" 

Uamfiebl  turned  to  look,  and  Fido  effected  hi* 
*<ca|w— a  cause  and  a  cxmfie^ueDce  calculateil  on 
brftrvluind  by  Mra.  MamReld. 

"  Ah  I  here  he  oonics — quite  in  the  diMuncv 
ttou^h — oiily  I  find  bim  out  to  plca«e  you,  my 
FMicnl  Etnily.     What  a  fine  borM  the  groom  it 

kl    Groom  !"  be  repeated,  uFter  a  pause,  "  tliere 
tbree  of  I  hem  !" 

Tie  exclamation,  "  There  are  two  of  ibcm  •" 
Ban  uttered  by  the  unfortunate  ^rl  who  wait 
Wanted  by  a  spectre,  could  hardly  imre  come 
!  ttaitlingly  on  tliooc  wbo  watched  around  her, 
o  4 
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than  did  Mr.  Mansfield's  "there  are  three  of  them!"  ' 
on  the  ear  of  Lady  Meidon.  She  actually  rose  -m, 
from  the  couch,  and  forgot  both  the  geranium  and  ^^f 
Fido — even  Mr.  Mansfield  himself. 

"  My  dear  Lord — or  you  Henry — do  go  to  tlir^  *-* 
window;  tliere  is  some  one  coming  with  Sir  Hubert  —^ 
1  wish  you  would  tell  me  who  it  is." 

*'  I  can  satisfy  yon,  Lady  Meidon,  on  that  head,^^ ' 
said  tlic  persevering  Manslield ;  "  the  stranger  i-^s 
Mr.  De  Grey." 

"  Thank  you,  Mr.  Mansfield."  And  Ud-^ 
Meidon  sunk  back  on  the  couch,  anything  bi:x.t 
thankful,  any  thing  but  satisJied. 


CHAPTER   XXIll. 

"  Hen,  madam,  at  jmn  feTricB." 

TwnrrB  Niqut. 

"  ProTide  TOUT  eoinf, 
Choow  TOUT  own  eompany." 

AMTOKT   4IiD   CLBOFttMA. 

"  I  lee,  the  play  ao  lie* 
Tlut  I  nu*t  bear  a  pan." 

Tbb  Wimteb'b  Talb. 

"  A  lair  auemblf ;  whither  ihould  they  come  t" 
SoMEo  AMD  Juliet. 

'In  me  rein  enough,  and  repent  not,"  whispered 
Grey  to  bis  brother,  as  he  drew  up  bis  horse  at 
hall  door  of  Temple  Bourne.  "  I  engage  to 
every  thing  right"  He  entered,  however,  to 
!Tery  thing  wrong. 

Behold  me  back,  my  Lord,"  he  exclaimed,  as 
1  MeldoD,  on  the  entrance  of  his  unexpecte<l 
It,  advanced  towards  the  door  of  the  drawing- 
u  "Lady  Meldon — may  I  ask  for  Lady 
G  5 


— •■  IE  u  wiia  innnin  pi 

iiiidcr  tliis  Totii.  Vour  lailyiilii|> 
truM,  during  my  abMDce?  Mr 
delighted  to  Me  you.  Mtnafi 
borsM?  Have  tbe  klndncM^  de 
In  make  room  for  me;  I  am  all 
Udy  Mcidoa." 

Mnt.  Mansfield  moved  to  m 
Mclduii  moved  too,  but  aaiy 
pDKfiiblc  from  De  Grey. 
"  Voii  have  taken  lis  by  sur]>ri3 
"  A  tiling,  moilitm,  I  un  pni 
dQiiig.  In  tliis  initatice,  I  acknw 
of  my  good  forluoe :  J  am  just  i 
stoiid,  for  tlie  beet  arranged  pai 
dUpatchcd  under  your  ladyBbif 
summer.  A  small,  fumitiar,  «i 
mingling  of  ttic  dear  and  tlie  deli] 
oil  the  best  term*  vriili  one  anotbet 
Irish  style,  to  be  on  better  still ;  i 
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"How  unrortunate !  Hut  do  yoii  not  tliink  (he 
*tr  vDuld  do  you  good?  Allow  me  to  send  an 
Odtr  tor  the  phaeton :  I  will  b«  your  charioiver. 
SAr  mc  to  U'tnpt  yoiu" 

"Tlank  you,  Mr.  De  Orey,  I  nm  not  w 
CMily  tempted ;  I  liad  made  up  my  mtn<l  before 
'jvt  cun«  in." 

'  But  tliat  U  no  nason  why  yoii  should  not 
'iuigt  it  now  1  am  here.  Consider,  U  t«  not 
mry  d>y  I  could  hope  to  have  tlie  Iwnour  of  driv- 
bgyou.     Do  Dot  be  m  cruel  as  to  deprive  me  of 

^At  enjoymenL" 

B   "  Pray  do  not  perwvere  so.     I  tun  i>HTticHl«Tly 
Mrraua  to  day ;  I  nm  frightened  to  death  at  the 

)      **7  Uen  of  your  driving  mc.     ^'oii  never  drove 
<l>«|y  in  your  life:    I  have  heard  Sir  Hubert 

"  0,  Hubert  ifl  jealous — afraid  of  my  infiueDce 
*Wi  JOB,  Lady  Meldon,  that  b  all.  Tlie  pace 
*UlI be  toft  and  sad  as  tnow-Rakefl  in  mourning; 
y^  )&all  lancy  you  nre  following  a  funeral  If  yoa 
Site.    Cod  I  soy  more  V" 

"N'ow   Dc  Grey,"   add   Mansfield,    Inufrbing, 

"W  you  to  ask  if  you  can  my  more  is  too  bad. 

^  I  aty  Icn?  would  in  general  be  more  apropos." 

"  Ay— or  would  you  approve    of  the  elo<|Uent 

'  ^^t  can  I  say  f   of  the  ditfniiied  OsmanUe !    A 

'^'•tion,    par  paienthese,    that  must  often  leap 

G  6 
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live,  poftitive  for  once,  just  to 
of  the  presumptuous  individuulj 
liapx  you  diAlikc  ambition  ?" 
"  I  like  ainliilioti  very  well  il 
"  But  neither  tilings  nor 
ulways  iu  their  proper  places. 
venture  to  prcftume  tliut  I 
now  ?  Perroil  me  to  ansUl  yot 
Laily  Metdoit,  in  the  epirit  nf  1 
idleness,  raised  faer  band  to  thi 
flounced  collar. 

"  Mr.  I>c  Grey,   your  fie 
lace ;  pray  <lo  not  touch  ik"  i 
"  My  fiiigert),  madam,  ar«  : 
"  But  tliere  an:  a  great  mm 

not  used  to;  and  tlierefore " 

"  My  driving,  for  instance? 
have  to  retreat  in  despair.  How 
wwdotn  ere  I  depart.     Hnbc 


il 
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'  TIttiik  you  for  the  cotnjiltmcnt,"  said  Mn, 
nifietd,  smiling.  "  Lnily  MoMoii  looks  n  if  she 
EttI  the  ifratituHe  to  mc." 

"  Gratitude  !"  repvatcd   l^ily  Mi-Moii,  listlessly 

-"  I  d«  HOI  k(H>w  wLat  we  were  ulkiii):;  of.     My 

Bi  Sir  Hubert,   I  have  liardly  liad  time  to  upeak 

U'  you  ....  What  can  have  become  of  Eleanor  ?" 

■  "Tnitl    Wlim  ia  Miu  Bellebic?"  exclaimed 

Dt  Grey,  •tartiiig  up.     "  I  call  myself  to  aocotint 

fw  the  momentary  oblivion.     I^diew  love  to  linj^er 

,  U  the  toilette,  1  am  aware ;  hut  Mm  HelleUle  ha* 

■b  onavion  to  linger — Captain  Coningsby  will 

^ear  roe  out  in  the  assertion." 

t"  Moit  undoubtedly,"  Siu<l  Coning«>by,  wlio,  after 
excliftnge  of  tlic  fint  bow  with  Do  Grey,  had 
B  occupying  bimiielf  with  tlie  examination  of 
It  omamenbt  on  u  tabic  in  the  distance.  "  Look 
^ttt,  Mr.  De  Grey,  is  not  tliiH  alabaster  Diana 
(Kanuful  ?  Consider,  if  you  please,  tlie  brow — th* 

*»«  of  tho  head— the " 

"  The  lip !"  criwi  Dc  Grey.  "  Yes,  the  re- 
tntblaaee  in  exact.  I  know  what  you  meaii :  the 
*wilJi,  the  ex<]uisite  mouth — a  perfect  piece  of 
^Ipture — an  eloquent  specimen  of  the  beautiful ! 
E*tn  thus  she  mutit  have  looked,  when  she  sent 
"ittito  t^tdymion.  Happy  tJidymion?  Is  it  not 
•K  HuWrt?  I  saw  it  «l  once.     Lady  Meldon,  it 


u  my  bsbion  to  ai\opt  household  deities  when   1 


194 


THE  BKOAOEMCHT. 


Iravet.     I  have  my  Mpocial  laxMurites,  or  ntG 
my  wonbippcd  idols,   gvct)-  whi-rc.     This  Dii 
■hall  b«  tlic  prc»idinK  i^iviniCy  of  Uic  teoiplt. 
venUire  to  contest  tlic   jiossmmvii  vritli  Capniaj 
Coiiiiiffsby." 

"  Sir  Hubert,  I  will  be  mucb  obliged  if  you  will 
Utke  au,-ny  tliat  DUna,  and  stop  Mr.  De  Grey*" 

"  TIic  one  injunction  1  migtit  comply  with  en- 
tainly,  liail  I  iJic  lienrt  to  do  to ;  for  tlie  odier .  ■  •  • 
Lady  Mcldon,  you  caiinot  seriouHly,  or  w\tit  uff 
kop«  of  success,  impose  on  me  the  other." 

•<  He  will  let  it  fell,  1  am  oure  he  will  T  ifcl  | 
continued,  turning  to  Mrs.  Mansfield. 

"  You  forget  chat  he  aaJd  his  fitters  were  uteiL^ 
to  every  tliiDg,"  remarked  Mrs.  Mansfield,  vhM 
lounge  of  t]ic  moment  happened  to  be  behind  the  wfik 

Lady  Meldon  vouchsafed  no  reply ;  her  vokc< 
however,  drop)ied  a  di^^ree  or  two  lower,  as  abi 
said,  "  He  pretends  it  is  like  Eleanor,  oit  purpiNt 
to  tonneiit  nie," 

"  But  it  is  beautiful,  and  so  is  Miss  Betleislt," 
replied  Mrs.  Mansfield ;  "  I  dare  aay  It  is  llke> 
The  discovery  of  llic  likeness  U  eomplimenthry 
rather  than  otlierwiae.** 

"  Ye*,  perltap*  so ; — from  any  oiie  el*c  at  IcmL 
My  dear  Mrs.  Mansfield,  you  are  so  very  amiabls 
and  quiescent,  you  cannot  possibly  undcrstatid  sacb 
B  character  as  Mr.  Oc  Grey's." 


ifl  Boved  off,  BiHl  was  MV«d  the  ortiom  of 
^  Itis  o(>iRigni  and  the  opimriiinlty  of  bear- 
ntcmncd. 

!  it  doH  not  kignify  whiit  Mr,  Mansliehl 
e  U  a  morrird  man  :  and  bcndei,  you 
n  t  That  Kewfonndland  dog  of  lib  a  a 
borror; — pardon  roe,  but  really  1  cannot 
ipahaionattiiK  you.  Can  you  oonoeire  any 
iig  Mr.  De  Grey  liandaonte  ?  I  think 
ately  plain — 1  catuioi  boar  the  oxpretsion 
Dntenance." 

liBJtdsoroc  cxiwdy;  for  th«  expreasJon,  I 
It  Rtrikes  mv  wt  cl(K{u«nt ;  and  tlien,  faJM 

WOT  Hcareo's  take,  do  not  praW  hifl  figure 

»T !     For  my  own  pan,  I  ronvidcr  him  at 

Uicb  too  tall ;  be  m  uller  than  Sir  Hubert) 

ii  uonecesmry— height  lias  nothing  to  do 

),  but  I  waa  not  cpcekiBg  of  hia  beight 


T ' rr 

tuni  wrestler  at  once.     Ah !  ]i| 
and  Lady  Meldon  sigbed   so 
Mansfield,  altbougli  used  to  sig 
Btiirtod,  mill  looked  round  lier  t. 

The  estnnce  thus  sif^hed 
the  instant  by  De  Grey.    With 
abandoned  the  position  he  hoA 
oeivvd,  with  a  courtly  Bi>d   Ac 
oiTem)  luuid  of  Eleanor.     So 
on  retaining  tta  poflKWion,  that' 
laugliiut^ly  round  and  nodded  at 

"  Is  not  that  too  bad  of  Loi 
to  Coningsby,  who  had  rome  up 
stood ;  **  not  a  single  word  on  m 

"  He  i«  ofrnid  tliat  tlie  single 
aoceptad ;  ladies  have  the  right 
and,  may  I  add,  the  art  of  elii 
observe  he  is  fully  occupied  jui 
apt  to  be  tlic  cwtc  before  he  went 

"  How  /  1  do  not  quite  niH 
qiuto  at  least,"  said  Horatiiii  nj 
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^  tnimattn^  Mb*  Bellenle;  you  may  rnnrmbvr, 
per^l•,  that  you  thought  her  out  of  ipirits  tblt 
morning." 
"I  km  rtry  giml  he  Uiw  rouvcti  her;  l>u(  be 
MM  every  one.  No  mie  can  be  uiiliap{iy  Imi^ 
I'lieti  Louts  19  with  them.  Had  lie  been  here 
bew  last  few  weeks — "  and  slie  stopped  suddenly. 
"You  would  not  have  been  iinhiippy  eitlier^ 
iWdon  me,  but  there  wonid  bare  been  tmuon  to 
■bMmt — if— 1  auppow  I  must  lay  no  more  'f* 
Ko— O  nOf"  inurmiire<l  Horatia,  and  she 
bled  and  lurnetl  pale.  The  recollection  iiad 
upon  her  lM>art,  diediing  the  flow  of  the 
■I  pre«ed  on,  like  a  tuitry  clou<l  when  it 
in  its  gtoom  upon  the  lightnev  of  the 
ler  air.  "It  was  of  Louts  we  were  speaking 
1  would  rather  speak  of  Louis :  I  am  so  liappy 
has  come  down;  yes — angracious,  as  1  must 
tit  in  calling  him — I  am  happy!  and  Eleanor, 
ibe  not  look  happy  too  ?" 
_  "  la  that  a  question  1  am  compelled  to  answer?" 
B  "  Why  should  you  not  answer  it?' 

"  I  must  look  at  her  fixedly  tlien,  to  find  out  tf 
<!»  N  happy." 
"Ok  !  but  we  can  find  out  if  people  are  happy 
■  g^ee." 

"  Are  all  things  discovcmble  at  a  glance  7"  said 
Dfpby,  softly. 


■inuear 
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"  i  have— ■' 
"  I  alwayH   told   „ 
ibooW  love  Eleanor." 

"  Lo™  !■'  otxl  Coni„,rgb?! 
^^  a»rf  looked  .pdn  to«, 
"^y-     A  senUnh-m  of  di«p, 

««urro«r_perUp^„el,„j^^ 
-took  possmion  of  hi,  „i„rf 
remark  or  two  made  by  Lord  W 
toDeGrey.oHWfirttarri,^, 
"•econfosionofKlranor;  her  a 
pnuM  bestowed  o.r  liim.    He  ooi 

(  no  rijfht  to  caUhiDwcIf  deceived 

he  ^M  .o.     The  «>n«tnncy  to 
fcrgBv*,  he  honoured,  he  nnd^„u 
"■*   '""'"'"oncy,  tt„ght  her  «, 

«nothcr,.herewi«„8«a.eU„W| 
«  ..eh  he  CO..W  ,,ot  hoMoo,,  Jj  , 
-rJ.ich  he  coohl  „ot  understand. 
And  Elcai.or-did  she  l,««lf 


of  Iier  rpcenc  priv»U^  iiKerriciv  wiili 
ly;  of  his  renewed  eame&tnew — an  earn- 
paasumate  in  itself,  and  embarnuung, 
paiiiful,  to  her;  of  ]ii>r  agitation  dtiring 
Icrriew ;  of  Wr  greater,  though  nnrcvvtilcdt 
in,  wbeti  be  bad  been  ini»Uiken  in  the 
t  by  Honuia  for  l^rd  Hastin^fhiim  ; — all 
nspired  to  make  the  idea  of  Coniiiji^hy  oome 
Buly  menm  her  imagination ;  and  rvnrfu)  of 
■tid  of  him,  uncertain  of  events,  certain 
f  feelings ;  afraiil  of  every  look,  and  of  ert^ry 
not  sim^ily  becanse  tliey  pleaded  for  Itim, 
(ansc  ihey  reminded  her  of  anotbcr;— 'ho 
t  that  longing  for  retrea^  for  tliellor,  and  for 
in  whieh  the  heart  lores  to  lie  down  and 
ito  tJirobs  in  silence.  In  the  midst  of  rhis 
Ion  of  tlie  pamions  IX-  Grey  h»<l  arrived : 
y,  whom  she  admitt-d,  mid  who  she  was 
with  all  woman's  intuition,  admired  her ; 
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wtio  looktsl  on  ;  Uic  reveni«  o 
of  Lacly  Meldon;  ami  9»m«thi| 
reveno  was  the  judgment 
htiMclf,  ai  soon  as  ho  had  I 
be  was  about. 

•'  We  bare  arranged  it  all,' 
Lady  Meldon  ;  "  1  have  been  i 
Mi«s  Bcllcislo  tbaui  cruel  as  y 
permit  me  to  be  with  you.  I 
move  on — a  pair  of  ptoneers." 

"We!  pioneers  I     Who 
Mr.  De  Grey  r 

"  Wlio  ?  Could  you  suppoie  t 
aiiy  other  than  to  Mtst  Rellcisid 
fill  up  the  pause  'f — tnyHclf  ?  1] 
ridden  fire  mile!)  over  sanny  hill 
in  tEcw  7  I  am  afraid  you  do  ni 
intend  being  guide  to  the  pari 

ias  Betteisle." 
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>  of  aunny  bills : — by  way  a{  variety  1  sball  loitd 

tLrough  (lie  sluuliest  lanes.     You  remrmber, 

Hubert,  that  bc&atiful  dip  that  wiiKi*  alon^  uniltrr 

Bbe  rail  of  the  old  Manor  Hotue — a  placv  for  fin<l- 

%K  roHs,  and  loaing  liearts— well,  that  lies  on  our 

■  "  h  cannot  possibly  lie  do  your  route,"  mid  Ijuly 
HeUoa,  «rith  animation.  "  Nothing  but  a  bridle 
pitb  lead*  into  it,  fr<>in  the  ro«d  Mr.  Mansfield  was 

jUiig  of,   unless  yon  choose  to  go  three  miles 


houL' 


"  I  never  dreamt,  <lear  madam,  of  audi  circum- 
'oniUoQ.  In  riding,  as  in  other  tbings.  I  prefer 
najag  to  tbe  point  at  onee.  Tbe  bridle  road,  as 
yog  observe,  is  the  only  way." 

"  Bridle  road !     Tliere  is  bardly  space  for  two 

fnona  in  it  at  a  time." 
"Two!     Does  that  signify?     Hubert  will  con- 
II  to  be  occasionally   in   the   background  ;  and 
Ctptiln   Coning)J>y,  wbo,   I  presume,  wilt  escort 
■Wuia,  i«  too  gallant  to  consider  that  an  ohjeetion, 

Eh  I  pronounce  to  be  one  of  the  most  accomrao- 
ig  of  rural  accidents.     Close  laucs,  like  close 
ugks,  have   tbcir   rccoronu-ndutionA.     VVIuit  if 
Utre  be  a  Hltle  more  <lifficulty  about  the  return — 
neither  cnae  do  I  conceive  con  tliere  be  any 
hrtprrientaiion—aii  that  the   parties  cuncertte*! 
I  consider." 


other  at  \tan.  A  tempomr)-  pu 
value  of  that  whidi  w«  have  la| 
felt  the  cfficney  of  a  truth  m>  un 
in  tlie  deforce  that  1  have  dooi 
Grey  bowed  lo  ICIcanor. 

hniy  Meldon  nut  nlvnt, 
len. 

«Why,    Db  Grey,"  »id  M 
guide  you  will  make  after  all. 
not  bi:  ^vini;  a  tliouglit  as  to  whi 
itig  you  or  iioL" 

"  Have  I  iboughta  to  give  ?" 

**  Blin  Bellcislfi,  bus  hv  tJi 
peated  Mansfield,  luughinff. 

"  If  he  hu  not,  it  is  somei 
nid,    witli  un    animated  smile, 
tboughttt — and  thoughts  that 
for  words— do  not  his  friends 
Dv  Grey  ?  Henry,  come  and  h< 
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nr«B  ronnd  to  tbe  door;  Mn.  Mftmficlrf,  p«fmtt 
•  iB  hand  you  in." 
"Sa  Hubert,"  aaid  l^dy  Meldon  beseecliingi}-, 
Mil  bybfi;  her  hand  on  hm  arnH  u  he  «ttw>Hed  his 
tmuii  Mrs.  Mansfield. 
I      -Wdl,  dear  Lwly  McJdon." 
B  "Do  perauade  Mr.  De  Gr«y  not  to  ^  that  toad, 
Biitdaiigeroaa  one." 
K'ntngerous!"  ccbocd  Sir  Hubert. 
B  "  Vm  :  the  Inrm  aro  to  abrupt,  there  is  no  poaai- 
wity  of  the  <iifrerent  persoits  in  a  party  keeping 
'^  another  in  sight  for  fire  iniiiutM  togetlter." 

"It  b  liiose  very  luma  which  render  U  so  beau- 
^"  nid  Sir  Hubert. 
"  I  do  not  care  for  its  beauty  !" 
"TnK',*'  remarked  ManAficld,  who  hud  a  talent 
tf  al«a)-s  being  iu  Lady  McI'(oti'ii  way,  and  who 
■fc  amusing  himself  with  twisting  his  wife's  veil 
Htoi^h  his  fingers ;  "  but  thoae  who  liave  to  ride 
^ttoi^h  it  may,  and   De  Gn>y  will  ^o  where  he 
'ikes,  you  may  d(-]>cnd  on  it.  Lady  Meldon." 

Lady  Meldon  cast  on  him  one  of  those  looks 
"hidi  Mr.  Mansfield  never  understood,  and  went 

t:  "  Tlie  )u'S|w  of  loo>.e  Monea  t4M>.  .  .  ." 
■*Lady  Meldon,  I  assure  you  tlie  horse  )*  per- 
sly  sure-footed ;  I  do  not  believe  he  ever  ntumbletl 
felife." 
Another  look,  and  another  attack  on  Sir  Hubert. 


-«■■■((  uieiie4.|,ti 

i  never  admired  lAl 

«"aFel,endU,e»cop«of, 
"\  ""u  not  »o  pro«in. 

(•ove  =,o„e  effect  o«  other  p 
^^"^  t'>-eD,"  added  Sii 

"^•k*  rain  sho.,Id  Uve  , 
f«oku,rene.,-u.ia,„ft, 
"«  Grey,  lik„  „,^  ^^^^ 
Iwu-dwdwce^rff^^f,;^^, 

"«'  ("T  very  good,  Si 
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Itnstc.  Ami  now  let  usitart:  come — llie  pora- 
-thcrc  u  not  a  inoin«iit  to  spare.  Don'l  you 
le  ilie  r«tl,  Lady  Mel<ion  ?" 
Vbethrr  men  luiidied  lace  that  belonged  to  lipr, 
tpoke  of  Uiat  wbicb  belonged  to  crtlien,  ba|>- 
pfncd  on  thU  unpropidoua  ntorning;  to  be  equally 
dingreeable  to  Lady  Meldon.  Sbe  rqilini  llial 
els  lace  was  alw-ays  bratitiful:  and  looked  n 
'  Ht  sospeetvd  tli:it  tlie  friiliiTes  of  (he  ptopbet  of 
Klxiweuin  were  lurking  bebtnd  iL 
Sir  HuWrt  bowed,  and,  nitb  Mra.  Mnn»fieM  on 
ium,  puwed  on.  Tli«  barrier  once  broken,  De 
'  stood  before  Lady  Meldon.  "  May  1  ask  if 
yoD  hove  any  parting  coinnuindK  for  me  ?' 

'I  wish  to  itpeak  to  CapUiin  Coningiby  if  you 
»,"  Mid  Lady  Meldon  baii^buly. 
^Can  I  brnr  any  mestage  to  bim?     1  sliall  be 
*W  bonoured," 

"I  prefer   speeking    to   bim    mvself.    Mr.  De 

"Can  I  nay  any  tiling  for  yon  to  Miw  Dellrisic?" 
"Take  my  advice,"  said  Manofield  jocularly,  as 
"'  l"oked  back  from  the  door :  "  §8y  as  much  aa 
ym  lilte  to  her  from  yourself,  and  the  will  answer 
I  J*»  infinitely  better." 

"And  now  lady  Meldon,"  resumed  Dc  Grey, 
1  villi  you    good  morning.      I  am   sorry  yoii 
■^  i»l  go  with  us ;  a  delightful  day,  a  charming 
*«-  II.  II 
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party,  beautiful  road,  lover-like  lanes,  safe  lionc^ 
no  w-ind,  thut  SOTt  of  sun  wbick  londies  every  tKtiuj 
witJi  itvad  gold — u  ri<asoDBbI«  accommodating  sanj 
wbo  bM  his  own  party  of  pleasure  nrnongsl  ibv 
c)ou<ls,  doltiiig  in  and  out  like  a  onbttiet  tniniaKf, 
when  tJie  atino^here  around  is  beginning  to  pei« 
plex  him.  Her«  oomra  Captain  Coniogsby;  I  Inra 
you  to  your  confidence* — good  morning." 

"  Henry,"  snid  Lady  Metilon  softly,  as  Coa- 
ingsby  bent  to  where  she  sat,  "  when  1  requecta* 
you  to  take  especial  chaise  of  Horatia,  I  liad  no 
the  filigfatest  ides  that  I  was  imposing  on  yon  i 
office  tliat  might  be  in  any  degree  unpleasant ; 
perceive  that  it  is  so." 

"  Dear  Lady  Meldon,  you  perceive  wluit  1 
found  out  myself." 

"  You  are  too  pultte  to  oonfirsK  it ;  you  arei 
very  kind  and  considerate ;  but  tlie  fact  a,  I 
you  were  hurt  the  otlier  day.     And,  indeed,  wbe* 
1  remcmbi-r  that  you  and  Eleanor  are  citel>  «■ 

friends "  ' 

The  word  friends  at  that  moment  proved  pen  ' 
liarly  offensive  to  Coningsby,  and  lie  answsfw^ 
gmvely,  "  Min  llellcisle  Juis  many  friends — vm^ 
Itonour  me  by  placing  mc  among  tbem." 

"  Now,  Henry,  tliat  is  somctbing  very  like  nou— 
MOM ;  I  never  saw  yon  so  fonnal  in  my  life.  Dc? 
you  suppose  I  mean  to  rank  you  with  our  ooanwA 


> 
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quaintance  ?    If  I  had,  1  fibonld  not  have  tiaked 
loipeak  to  you  just  now;  the  fiict  Is,  I  wish  .  . . ." 
"Drar  madam,  Mus  Momingtan  b  rxprctinf^ 

"0  DO,  ihe  n  not,  Ae  m  talking  to  Imt  papiL" 

"Anil  there  b  MsnsfieUl,  jKicing  thv  portico 
■IMiently." 

"He  i»  always  pacing  somewhere,  and  a  l!ltle 
ihin^  will  do  htm  good.  Do  attend  to  me,  Henry, 
none  momeot:  I  cannot  think  what  is  the  matter 
*>ll>  you  ;  you  will  pnl]  all  the  chenille  out  of  that 
BU|  tnd  loM  over  the  mow  roseH." 

'"Aceept  one  as  a  peace-ofTering,"  taid  Con- 
^fin  imlling. 

"  No,  thank  you,  the  thorns  Bcratcli  my  ring*  i 
fttnay  give  it  to  Eleanor." 

Coningsby  put  the  rose  Ixack  amidst  ita  fellows. 

"Well,  you  shall  go;  onlycoulrivc  in  tlt«  oounte 
"^  drive— that  is  what  I  wante<t  to  say  to  you— 
I*  sake  over  Horatta  to  that  wild  uncle  of  hers — I 
^BM  know  he  would  be  here — and  ke«p  as  close 
'*piHJbleto  Eleanor.  I  do  not  approve— I  speak 
"  you  Ds  u  soil,  a  very  dvar  son — of  bcr  eiliicr 
"''Ming,  or  even  appearing  to  be,  intimate  with 
**f.  De  Grey." 

"If  it  is  her  ptcanure  eitlior  to  pennit  the  inti* 
"■•ty  «  its  appearance,"  said  ConUigsby,  with  an 
'"of  hauteur,  which  for  the  moment  »o  completely 
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iiienlified  Iiim  witb  Lord  Hasltngham  ttiKC  pv< 
Ludy  Mvl<l(>n  was  struck  by  tlio  rcsctnblance,  " 
will  iiDl  be  my  pleaiure  to  interfere  on  tlic  occasion. 
I  ri^te,  and  I  wish  lo  rMe,  with  Miu  Morniiigton." 
He  t>owe<l,  and  withdrew.  M 

Lady  Mel<U>ii  walked  to  the  window,  let  A^ 
Venetian  fall  to  its  vxtieme  limit  with  tltc  air  of 
one  ftul1d<^nly  disturbed,  and  tlien,  walking  tu  tlie 
titble  on  wliicli  otwMl  tlic  Diana,  pure  us  atnUsier 
could  make  her,  carried  her  off  to  her  ilrt-su&pi^ 
room,  inipelle<l  by  tlie  remembrance  that  men, 
least)  were  not  made  of  marble. 

Away  went  the  party:  and  as  everj-  ofw 
moving  as  well  as  liimsolf,  Mr.  Mans6eld,  alwa; 
foremost  in  the  act  of  locomotion,  wns  compelled  io 
self  defence  to  move  about  mure  thun  over.  I 
wut  like  the  world,  inaftmucli  as  he  moved  on  li 
own  axis,  and  at  the  same  time  round  the  suit;  h 
inner  circles  were  endleoo,  and,  like  the  eitrtK  llie 
motion  wns  imperceptible  lo  bimself;  hts  outer  ona 
brought  him  different  enjoyments,  all  in  due  seaiHM. 
At  one  time  he  sought  with  laudable  pertinacity  lo 
render  I^ord  Meldon  sensible  of  the  beauty  of  tonu) 
particular  point  of  view,  which  (bat  placid  person, 
albeit  of  a  nature  not  essentially  nbeerrant,  must 
have  been  aocustomed  to  consider  from  his  boy- 
hood ;  contriving  in  the  miditt  of  these  telescopic 
instructions,  not  unfrequeutly  to  transfer  from  tl 


dog- 

i 

io 

I 


TtlE  zsa.\GtMtin. 


ptrpendinUu-  Itis  wife's  panMo),  uid  to  place  in 
iaiDinfiit  risk  o(  fracture  the  cotninciKlccI  Bruaaeb 
fit  hy  forcitij>r  Lord  MeUIon  (o  drive  nearer  und 
•■fw  lo  a  diicli,  raiLer  inconveiiicBtJjr  overarched 
^mA  bouglia  ns  bear  sii  enmity  to  veils  in 
|tutsL  For,  bcin^  in  Htv  babit  of  inlvHV'ring  witli 
iUlbtngtt,  lie  conwitiniioiLtly  iiicerfvred  otott  vthcrv 
K<«nceived  be  bad  a  ri^bt  to  do  *q;  aitd  Mrs. 
"Uafield,  as  every  woman  ought  to  do,  li-ft  liiin 
'iill  pby  ill  tbose  casea,  tbat  »lie  might  have  lier 
**ii  «ay  ID  tlioM  wbieh  were  more  important. 

Thta  lie  galloped  after  Deanor,  Sir  Hubert,  and 
^  Grey,  and  descending  at  perilous  apeed  a  liill, 
**««  rattling  echoes  spoke  of  Uie  dronglit  of 
"nmnpr,  caused  Dc  Orvy's  spirited  hor«  to  rear 
■  ioeoBvenient  cmnlaiion,  and  cham^  tJie  bit  in 
'<ty  dinpfiointment.  Having  Maycd  ju«t  long 
*iioig||  to  see  tliat  Eleanor  looked  l>eautiful,  and 
'"  \t»t  l>e  Grey  pay  court  to  the  beauty,  lie 
^giit  it  incumbent  on  bim  to  depart,  and  by  way 
**  penaJty  on  his  ltor§e's  comtant  inclination  to  be 
"t&reliand,  turn  back  to  meet  Honilia,Coiiiiig«by, 
'"i  Falconer. 

Finding  tlte  tatter  aliglitly  indineil  to  the  seii- 
"oieiiial,  lie  hastened  to  prescribe  a  few  safe  and 
'"nocKdt  remedies  for  the  beginning  of  a  disease 
^  tlnya  deprecated  as  dangerous ;  tben  lie  bog- 
N  to  telt  Horatia  tli;il  he  no  longer  wondered 
tl3 
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Cui>titiD  Coniu^)}',  who  uitdefstood  th 
and  it  was  liis  privnte  opinion — Mr>  I 
prirate  opinion  was  of  Uie  itattire  of  ( 
reports ;  morv  Utaii  one  person  tuul  tltfl 
lu)  aciqiuintuncc  will)  its  arcana — yta,  I 
tain  of  it,  tluit  lh(^  buly  wus  nothing  lod 
rage  nucli  «»iniitt«d  iittciiiioiiH.  He  re* 
A  lilUe  love  would  improve  tier — give  ef 
sweetnew — strawberries  were  nothing  wil 
lie  should  give  a  (|uiet  hint  to  De  Gre; 
vcre  by  all  mraits.  Perhaps  Lady  Me 
not  iipprovc  of  the  thing,  but  thut  waa  o 
<jti«iioe.  He  wondered  how  Sir  Hubert 
— he  begged  panloo,  bowing  to  Horal 
forgot  ten. 

Poor  Mr.  Munftiipld !  be  was  ao  ti 
of  forgetting,  tliat  luul  he  begged  pan 
liuiniUty  fur  these  tnnisgiemimui  h«  <i 
be«»  somewhat   too   often  on  his  kd 
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■U  ike  ffay  seeae  in  wliicli  be  found  liimMlf, 
*m  pusiii^  orer  tbe  d^ur  mJmr  of  fai§  mind,  in 
tWaiiu  d«f(rea  hu  rotumi  hinuclf  to  gr«u«r  exer- 
tm,  and  callii^  forth  liis  rcMurces,  social  and 
■DKllectiiat.  lent  Liiii««lf  to  die  entertainment  ot' 
Btnth.  Uc  Uvulird  oti  her  every  care  tbut  was 
uuKccNMuy,  b)  prove  to  ker  iiow  iicce«nry  lie  felt 
<il  b  plBMc  an<)  to  clici-r.  A  courteou*  butA  wm 
Wt  on  Iier  rein ;  and  if  lie  bent  towards  her,  to 
olcb  the  MHind  of  a  gsy  remark,  or  one  pcrluqn 
oore  meditative  tlritn  gujft  tlie  picaawit  txetm:  was 
>oW  fouiul  in  lliv  conftaion  of  wuntU  created  by 
tWdctt  warbling  of  a  btnl  front  tlie  bcd^c-row,  or 

I^D  ruth  of  a  water-mill  in  u  hollow  liehind  iL 
^(  air,  tbe  Koeiiery,  were  exhilarating :  Huch  an 
^'Mcompela  us  to  confess  that  climate,  even  by 
■Xtlf,  (peaks  deliciously  of  enjoyment  to  the  bouI  ; 
^A  acenery  as  renders  the  eojoyment  viitiblc  to 
^  eye,  and  palpable  to  the  toiidi ;  a  painting, 
*W  imccry  »«emn  to  have  been  limned  originally 
'"  Wvwi,  and  informed  and  filled  up,  in  all  its 
VMnhy  of  parts,  by  tbe  gliding  and  vivifying 
["nence  of  the  t'tcrnaJ. 

U  music,  aa  has  been  fancifully  satd,  enten 
°>teilly  into  our  ideas  of  the  bliss  of  heaven, 
■■nJf  the  sense  of  all  tltat  is  mo«t  pure  in  tlie 
'^kyr,  and  most  grateful  in  perfume — u  sort  of 

tsoul,  whicli  it   can   only  High   over 
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here  ;    of  all   that  is   itiost    etjutic   ia    srnwtlun, 
wlieii  the  nir  wrap§  us  around  hi  its  delicate  eii>- 
balmmcnt:    carries   along   wiib    it   essentially  ao 
imiigc,  faint  (Iinufi;li  it  may  be,  of  odc  Miurce  uf 
our   liappiness   liereafter.      Wu   can   coiicciv«,  or 
nuJier  we  seek  to  fancy,  wliat  it  miwt  be  to  tnove 
tlirougli  an  atnospkcre  exquisitely  subtimed,  wliere 
motion  itself  n  liarmoiiy  and  g^race ;  an  atiuosplieTe: 
uncorTuptp<l  liy  tlie  vicinity  of  oarllt,  such  as  earlWi 
knew  not;  at  once  soft  and  pure,  cxliilurutitig  and! 
yet  lender,  exeiting  but  to  wwlhe,  HOoUiiiiff  but  tod 
elevate.     Surely  tbe  imagining  Hucb  an  cleoKaM 
as  this,  and  the  consdousneM  lliAt  ti  mu«l  l>c  dif — ■ 
fusctt  through  that  space  where    the    spirit   uin]M« 
wun<ler  evcrUistingly,  requiring  no  rest,  and  yeW 
riNiting  that  it  may  enjoy  and  adore,  filK  up  b«aa<! 
tifuUy  a  portion  of  the  holy  ami  magniBcent  dr 
we  indulge,  as  to  what  shall  constitute  the  felldt 
of  the  souls  of  the  juM. 

U  is  when  man,  in  tlie  purity  of  bis  best  affeo-- 
tions  und  their  strength,  and  in  the  enjoyment  uTB 
nature,  moke*  earth  like  ttic  distant  garden  tlirougb 
which  he  must  pass  ere  he  reach  the  portico  optth 
iiig  into  heaven,  that  lie  feels  as  if  the  brcatb  had 
piu4e<l  ihence,  into  the  finer  portion  of  hb  being. 
AfTL-ctions!  holy  band  !  upon  whose  brow  ia  bound 
Htarlight,  that  the  spirit  mny  look  up  and  see! 
'— alTcclionfl,  around  whose  circle  the  herb  u  morfi 
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]  itnier  and  Uie  thadc  more  grren  !  Dmnities  of 
itit  Wart,  bow  iitlent,  Iinw  d««>p  is  the  wonliip  yc 
iupirc ! 

One  at  least  of  tlie  party  paid  uticoiiftciounly  Uiit 
[  xnhlp  now.     Tliai  one  was  HoTalia. 

Vho  is  &ttigucd  when  ho  is  happy  ?     Nu  itidi- 

'  vimi  of  tboM  who  composed  tlie  party  imii^iiml  it 

I  pOMible  tltat  another  could  be  tired,  when— the  tn- 

ttlttnn  of  the  bridI«-road  having  be«n  paased  in 

>  ■&ty,  Uic  diut  of  the  high  road  having  selttcd  in 

oba  (hupcration  again  on  tbe  bard  bed  from  wbicli 

hhd  been  suddenly  disturbed  by  Mr.  Man»jiel<lt 

snl  Mrs.  Mamficid  having  been  enublfd  to  cfTe^-t  a 

*iGtnt  from  the  carriage,  untoroient«<)  by  her  Iiuh- 

■U^— the  borses  stood  riderless,  looking  about  for 

l^d^^Ann-  tbey  liad  earned,  and  the  riders  equally 

"■dy  lo  [witake  of  one  which  they  bad  noL 

Gnwpcd  M  these  individuals  were  amidst  mined 
^tUf  and  trees  tluit  made  ruin  giaceful ;  and  de- 
filed with  llie  sudden  consciousness  of  change 
N  of  repose — those  opposite  levivifiers  of  the 
•pint  and  tbe  frame — the  former  a  spell  tliat  re- 
*'*>I«s,  the  latter  a  s«DsaUon  that  restores — tlie 
"tiiaess  of  the  scene  received  playful  ptaudils 
""m  the    lip,   an<l    pleasant    homage    from    the 

Wt. 

I^  Grey  luindcd  Eleanor  to  an  antique  seat,  and 
'"ting  round  to  Sir  Hubert,  who  had  followed 
H  5  ' 


went  to  St.  Helena.  Min 
to  a  C(>in|iromt»e.  Hub«ft,  I 
example." 

"  Or  younelf,"  nid  Manafif 
m  complaisant  obedience  to 
brotbcr,  bow(^cl  courteously  to  I 
liutil  upon  his  breast. 

"  I ! — 1  tun  not  in  tlio  habit  i 
amples;  besides,  I  wish  to  ston 
then  to  copy  the  mnst  gTacefj 
excuse  you~-ttiougb  the  Etnp 
doubtedly  used  to  be  very  del 
duugliter;  and  so,  Mansfield,  if 

"Heaven  g^ant  1  may  nevi 
my  eiHl  star,  to  pay  lioma(^  to  i 
Miiii  Mr.  >faii8fivl(t,  ((idlaiitly. 
that  riduig^  whip  1  lucky  fellow 
myself  at  bone  at  omirt.'* 

"  Toucb  liioi  witb  it,  if  yon  pli 
in  rejwoof,  eunipg-  reortwf  of  ^ij| 
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ibaa&^\A,"  rpplied  Eleanor,  unilinj;.  "  But  wbcr« 
ilCapliin  Coirinpby?" 

De  Orey  gUtnccd  meaningly  al  iiis  brotlier. 
"Doei  our  Mvereij^D  lady  suiDraoii  Iter  olure  ?"  > 

"  SuiD0i<Hi  ?  O,  no  I  and  for  olaves,  I  wiili  (o 
l*K  none." 

"A  prutMtadon  dtpncMory,  that,  from  n  liuly's 
i|SrHJiniUr  in  fsJuc  to  Om  cvitdeucndinf^  ps- 
ttiMwii  of  Ml  ab*olute  king.  It  is  very  kind  uf 
Ujr  and  kioj;  to  ay  so ;  we  tbnnk  eacb  of  tb<>ni, 
W««  believe  neither;  and  to  ovm  the  truth,  in 
(illitrcate  the  despotism  has  its  uses.  I  think  so 
iry  often,  bnt  1  only  say  so  now  and  then." 

"  I  tm  not  believed,  then  f  said  Eleanor. 

"  1  believe  you  to  be  ail  that  is  adorable,"  mid 
''tGrey,  gaily;  "therefore  I  cannot  bclit^ve  that 
mil  not  expect  us  to  adore.  At  alt  events,  we 
***  Ae  persons  oonecmed,  so  we  intend  to  do  as 
"tfleaie.  You  auk  for  Captain  Coningiiby.  in 
Mttne  he  comes,  my  lair  nipcc  liangii)|f  on  liis 
''Hi;  upon  my  honour  I  suspect  she  takes  liim  (ot 
Ud  Hnslingham." 

EWnor  started  slightly,  and  looked  towards 
■loratiaand  Coningsb'y. 

"Am  1  to  remind  him  of  tlie  homage,  recreant 

t  aa  be  is?     Am  I  to  remind  him,  Mii4 

6ilWde?     What  say  you,  Hubert?     You  »hake 

tWell,  be  it  so ;  and  it  is  u  pity  to  (lis- 
1(6 
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dear  Huratia,  I  am  liappy  to  f 
fouitil  leisure  to  speak  to  you. 
liimself— kiixlly  ^nd  discreetly  <!< 
utid  as  his  arm  fell  liglitiy  ucrow 
said,  wbispvrtn^Iy :  "Wlieiidld) 
Ha»Iii)i^li:iin  ?" 

As  lie  !4p<^c,  lie  looked  at  lie 
oDce  affectionate  and  audacious 
□eatlt  his,  and  in  aii  answering 
"  Do  not  speak  of  Lmd  Hastliiif 
— ju«  now." 

"  A  ki«*  then  in  lieu  of  th^l 
Urey,  as  he  caught  lier  hand  rap 
to  his  lip.  "  A  kiss  to  tlie  pled 
have  lime  to  disappear  before  his  i 
it  shonki  still  be  given  die  same 
too— remember  my  rights  arc  not 
have  mine,  and  I  keep  tliem^ 
scMon  being  one  of  tliem.     And  i 
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i>f  h«T  <tinner-drcw,  dtains,  ribbono  and  all,  and  I 

oill  study  tlicm  con  amort.     I  never  can  love  tbings 

n      till  I  know  ilieir  names.     I  tliall  come  to  you  after 

BdiatT  and  my,  b«»ee«tiingly,   Horntia,   for  the 

VrIm  of  niy  rcpoM',  tvll  me  is  that  lace  or  blonde  ? 

^  Htniia,  in  mercy  to  my  i)<iion»c«  of  pRnpectivv, 

wure  me  tliat  tlie  foItU  of  Ler  dress  are  arranged 

■•iWy  ougbttobe!     Honda,  if  you  would  save 

K  Bt  fnm  despair,  iuforrn  me  whether  her  sltppera 

P>K«fBtin  or  of  silk?     Alas!  for  the  gloaa  onn 

tf  CbiUrella — 1  could  haw  seen  through  Oiem  ! 

la^  1  hare  a  great  deal  to  leani,  1  confess,  and  a 

i*ry  liule  lime  lo  loam  Jt  in.    Ilut  here  we  are 

*"'iTwlj  let  us  ill  down  and  make  tlie  best  of  it, — 

■•  the  Parliamrnt  uid  to  Itself  after  it  had  passed 

1»e  Refwm  Bill." 


CHV 


KXIV. 


I*  ii  near  dioner  ». 

■  •  ■  «  4 

Nbj,  then  BO  nati     j  i     i  with  tne  iwhil^ ' 
1  im  10  break  wilh  thee  of  (ome  iSaini 

TJtat  touch  IDG  tiear. 


Hovt  sIikII  I  dote  on  her  nith  more  advice, 
That  ihuB  nilhout  advice  begin  la  love  her." 

Two  Ge:(tleueh  of  Vbio; 

The  party  went  off  as  such  parties  do  in  gei 
or  as  they  are   described  to  do;    in  either 
further  to  record  it  were  a  work  of  supererog 
It  had  its  pleasures,  'as  vexations,  it^  fancie 
its  follies,  and  a  little  love  wandering  about 
it;    walking  in  and  out,  the  reverse  of  B( 
ghost,  only  seen  by  those  whom  it  did  not  c 
and,   like   the   ghost  in     Hamlet  when    \ 
"  Here — here — and  gone." 

There  was  indeed  a  watchfulness  that 
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been  expected  bjr  Hontia,  uid  De  Grey  kn«» 

tW  lie  had  detected!  it.     He  toved  bcr  not  the 

Iw&r  the  agitation  tiiis  occasioned,  anil  be  pitied 

W  (be  more.     Piiy  t    He  would  not  tliink  of  it 

DAir.     Not  tint  lio  could  lie  decrircil.      From  (Iip 

*cry  fint  he  had  expected  it.     Her  Itenrl  \uu\  bei-n 

toiitiKi  beforct  not  filled — breatbed  on,  but  not  io- 

^ired — distuTl>eiI,  but  not  routed.     Its  cbonb  had 

'>wn  put  in  tune  by  one,  iu  music  bad  been  called 

forth  by  pivotlier.     Yea;    lie   had   predicted   this. 

Did  he  not  know  Homtia? — know  her  better  than 

cither  Esther  or  lover?     Hod   not  Ibe  conviction 

been  on  him  long  ago,  that  Lord  Hasiingham  wiw 

**ot  tite  mate  for  her  ?     And  becatiso  he  luul  up- 

Prouhcd  too  itcar,   vrst  not  the  blif^bt  gathering 

''OtUKl  her  now  ?     She  was  in  all  tliinj^s  ulterod : 

*^  ibe  cbutige  was  seen,  not  only  in  vrbal  she  did, 

°ut  in  ibat  which  ahe  forbore  to  do.     tlis  brother 

*^  hinted  Romething  of  this,  although  unconscious 

'^^  the  cause.     And  was  this  all?   It  wtm  not  all; 

^c  ttw,  and  he  was  sore.     Shf  perhaps  kncnr  it  not, 

^"^r  Iter  glance  waa  where  her  heart  Mt  fvMting: 

^«  looked  npi  and  beheld  the  point  of  tlie  sword, 

'*aAf  to  drop,  dec)»,  deep  to  its  centre. 

And,  if  this  were  so,  was  it  lit  sbe  should  be  bur- 
*i«i  on  to  pledge  the  irrevocable  vow?  She — that 
^Mature  so  caressing,  so  confiding— she— to  be  torn 
ffm  all  whom  she  loved,  to  be  given  to  one  whom 


ail  alliance ; 


■  '6 ■■'    ■-    "J 

lie  Itwl  been  led 


Earl  was  tbe  unhesitating  eho!( 
lie  would  not  readily  be  pereuad 
wliidi  it  wu  altu^thor  moro  ng 

She  mtKht  be  quetitioiied  ci 
(]ue«lioiiing  af^er  acceptance,  va 
mode  of  doing  things ;  and  he  I 
for  hi<  brother  the  inevitable  dil 
all  probability  entail. 

i>bouUl  he  give  a  hint  to  hit 
knew  how  to  mannge  tliete  tliiaj 
cacy  and  her  pride  would  start 
very  idea  that  an  alliance  coald 
broken  off  it  should  be :  De 
to  tliat — if ....  be  troiihl  slani 
lie  cnfk'd  not  if  he  ofTendcd  Loi 
tally:  a  colli«ion  was,  in  fnct, 
met  in  (lie  same  familiar  rou 
■tand  aside  to  let  the  other  pa^ 

Van    ha  -vnii^  try  *'  —  *■ 
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iJt>tcrmiiuilion :    lie  would  dn^  bcr  M«rct  lortli, 
U'l  lie  would  save  bcr. 

It'is  Ik  sorry  that  u  umk  so  ungrnHoui  slioiild 
Ul  U|Mii  bid)  y  Nvt  be  ihotiglit  be  rt^joiced — b«  bad 
sntr  Liked  Lord  lla§lingliafn — bo  luul  decided 
nAitnly  on  marriage,  betraiwe  he  bad  n  nuul  nnd 
bEcitr  ^iMRel  irilb  bis  betr.  That  very  beir  to  be 
tlw  Bun  ....  Ha !  tliai  would  l>e  •tnrtlin^,  lie 
confcucd.  Yet,  wu  tbere  iu>t  retributive  justice  in 
tlltliiH?  I^rd  IlasHngbaro  bad  Italed  Coiiingsby 
*ilhout  enuse;  looking  at  him  tbrougb  tlie  dark 
dowl  Tiiiged  by  a  distempered  mind,  be  van  (o  bate 
bim  DOW  for  a  cau§e  tliat  would  make  tlie  eluud 
^f  pouon.  But  Ue  Grey  eouM  not  pity  liim. 
Hom^  sbould  lutvc  been  selectcfl  for  her  own 
^«i  and  not  becauM  a  man  found  himself  in  a 
piuion.  He  deserved  to  loM  ber,  and  he  sboul<l 
Wlier. 

Thai  ai^ued  De  Grey,  as  he  rode  bock  to 
'^'mple  Bourne;  bis  argumenla  generally  moved 
'"^  K  an  accelerated  pace  when    be  ran  tlirougb 

»"'«m  un  horM.'l>nck. 
Tlie  first  dinner  bell  bad  sounded,  and  Lady 
"tldoo  wfti  croasing  the  corridor  which  commtini- 
"^ed  iriib  a  small  oonservatory,  more  esfH-'eially 
'^t  own,  when  she  wa»  sturtle<l  by  a  rapid  step,  and 
'^>f  niah  of  a  flowerpot  behind  her. 
^     "tiood   Heaven)     Mr.  Ntansfield,   is  it   you? 


unaccountably  nervous  xboiit 

■'  (),  I  am  BO  carefuL     I 
Mrs.  MansBelH's  befor«  breal 
1  cliooM.     But  1  wanted  to 
before  dinner." 

"  l^xcuoc  me,  It  b  time 
send  ordcra  to  tlie  gardener  alj 
Cape  jeaaaminot  or  it  will  die 
of  the  ino«t  beautiful  1  ever 
plorablc  to  look  at  it  dow.     I 
better  tliaii  any  oUier  Bovrerj 
wUi  you  Lad  knocked  dowinj 
geraniums  insttMuL"  i 

"  Well,  I  will  try  to  ina| 
another  time.  Bui  as  for  q 
Mrs.  Mansfield  kas  two  infinite 
luve  mudi  pkwurc  in  cli«pttuj 
80<m  as  vro  get  back  to  Aslienlj 

"  Tliank  yon;  but  tlicy  cant 

•liould  llimj 
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T«i  r  mult ;  bendcs,  I  un  qnile  tirod,  1  Jure  be«n 
Auidiiig;  fo  long  ill  the  cofoervatury." 

"  Only  one  mwiienl — you  can  rest  tJiere  if  you 
ltV,-"aDd  MuufieM  pointed  with  liis  whip  to  a 
bog  mnrble  step,  leading  hom  tlie  corridor  to  a 
aaiil  vestibule. 

"Thank  yon,  Mr.  MiinHfield,  I  an  not  ia  the 
^itof  niting  upon)Uep«;  I  had  rathernUnd.  lant 
jftaid  Eleanor  will  Iiave  been  fstigued  with  her  ride." 

"  Not  in  the  least  I  suspect ;  so  much  depends  on 
tlw  compiuiiofl.  1  would  have  had  an  eye  on  th« 
kne,  knowing  how  nervooB  you  wwe,  but  Mr.  Yh 
Oity  look  tuch  ea)>ecia]  ehai];^  of  ber,  that  1  should 
^Tf  conceived  it  an  im pertinence  to  interfere." 

"You  were  very  considerate,"  taid  Lady  Mel- 
don,  coldly;  "  you  must  have  put  a  restraint  on 
youiidf,  I  am  afraid." 
I  "  Why,  perhaps  1  did;  but  there  arc  oaa«a»  d«JU 
aivcMijunctnrv*,  ta  you  can  Imaf^ne,  Lwly  Meltlon 
~<iiily  remember  when  you  were  in  love  younelf, 
m  ingry  you  would  have  been,  if  an  unlucky 
Idinw,  like  me,  Iiad  stumbled  in  and  interrupted  a 
iedwBdon." 

"  Declarations  are  not  mode  every  day ;  it  would 
**  very  inconrenierit  if  llicy  were :  but  you  are 
*'way«  very  arouting,  and  1  cannot  find  fault  with 
jou  for  wnusinf;  yourwlf  at  the  expense  of  Mr.  Ue 


Urey-g  afeirs,  you  may  settli 
you  like." 

"  Now  I  call  that  T«ry  acoa 
allow  the  pennisnon  to  exteoi 
Nothiag  like  pe*^  Mttlinf 
selres." 

^    "  What  was  it  ytta  wUed 
pleaae ;  I  miMt  paitinlf  go  a 
'<  IMnnera  are  ob%ed  to  n 
Kueits,  that  it  ia  very  &ir  titty 
then  for  the  mistren.     Ay,   | 
am  8o  ^lad  yotf  hare  a  diiuei 
aaely  the  thing  I  wu  gdng  to 
wish  to  take  you  by  surpriae, 
speak  your  patrona^." 
"  Bespeak  my  interest  I  and 
"To  tell  you  the  tntix,  ' 
having  a  Fancy  Fair  at  Aabent 
"A  Fancy  Fair  I" 
"  Yes,  Mrs.  MansSeld  suggt 
we  founded  a  Charity  School  h 
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*(  niM  (o  start  afre&h ;  and,  as  people  like  to  bo 

M  of  new  ways  for  spcitdJni^  their  money,  we 

hn  bit  on  this  plitn.     Wc  iiitcni),  you  perceive, 

It  be  ckaricabli*  and  popular  at  oncvt  an<l  amuse 

LiU  t&ililren  into  itie  liai)^it,     'Hie  cliildren  nill 

rial  about  «o  delif(htfuily — erery  body  sayH  mine 

W  ibe  finest  children  in  Uie  cognly." 

'I  dare  «ay  they  are;  but  you  cuii  luive  no  idra 

ofib* " 

"Trouble  you  mean — O,  Mrs.  Mansfield  iinder- 
taltt  all  that.  To  confess  the  truth,  she  has  been 
pRparing  for  this  Uur  a  long  time;  that  is  tlie  rea- 
Mawe  had  such  difficulty  in  arranging  the  pirlod  of 
our  tuit  here.  It  is  to  b«  announced,  however,  forlh- 
witbiuidin  tlie  first  instance  at  your  dinner  table." 
"N'rilher  you  nor  I  will  be  ready  for  dinner  tf 
ycdfletain  tne  iniidi  longer.  Announce  it  by  all 
(■Him,  if  you  please;  but  pray  do  not  let  Lord 
Nddon  bare  any  thing  to  do  witli  it ;  it  is  quite 
<*Wuf  his  way." 

''We  slialt  have  ibe  fair  perhnp*  a  little  earlier  than 
**li8d  intendi-d,  to  make  sure  of  Mr.  I)e  Grey." 
"And  what  use  will  Mr.  De  Grey  be  at  the 
P«c>Fair?" 

*  lite  \  why  you  an  just  like  the  politiiiil  econo> 
"•tt." 

"  May  I  nk  what  be  is  to  do  there?" 

*  Just  whatever  he  likes,  and  probably  a  )itll« 


coner  to  Aftlienhunit:  I  find  fav 
poor  fellow  <  he  TcaWy  Uxvlu 
bvflurile  llort^al  I  like  t 
long  as  1  can." 

**  A  vory  otld  Kort  of  iodiilgt 
t}i«  liidy  is  goiri^  tit  be  marriei 

'<  But  uht  will  not  he  aurri* 
and  sli«  wants  a  little  rouun^." 

"  Possibly  Lord  IIaslinf;ban 
of  tb«  remedy  you  mention." 

**  I^rd  HaslingliHm  will  kno 

"  Hy  nil  means  liavc  your  w4 
your  Fancy  Fair  will  not  n 
before,  it  will  entail  on  you 
trouble." 

"  1  know  ibat — all  wbims  di 

"  I  ainitot  uy  I  admire  Fan^ 
I^y  MeMoR ;  "  you  intal  tlirq 
all  rnrta  of  people,  and  give  od 
part  of  tliem  after  all." 

"  I !  I  never  giro  offiTL-c  to 

1      I        f  I     fa^^M^I^ 


THE  ENGAOEMEKT. 


1«7 


"Mn.  Pi-rciTslis  slumys  troubltiiff  lutnelf  about 
tW  with  which  &he  hut  no  concern.     I  do  not  see 
W  she  can  be  stippoeecl  to  understand  our  county 
fafilK*.     It  will  be  impossible  to  unseat  the  pi>r- 
«D  j-oa  allode  to.     I  have  beard  Sir  Hubert  say 
u  igaixi  and  again." 
"  I  iliall  try,  however,"   said   Mansfield,  irhin- 
k    tliif;  "  and,  in  the  meuotimo,  1  shall  luire  the 
■  Tincy  Fair." 
f       "  It  ia  too  hot  now  for  Fancy  Fairs." 

"What !  you  think  it  would  be  belter  in  a  nice 
Me  ec[uinoctial  storm  ?  To  be  sure  the  sudden 
ttrrturoing  of  a  tent  would  be  picturesque  enough 
>I  will  think  of  it." 

"  Hien  you  M'ill  want  a  regular  band  of  music 
*'icre  are  you  to  get  the  band  ?' 
"  1  shall  get  Danrcis  to  lend  me  his  regimental 
_   ml  (or  llie  ocrasion." 
B    "All  the  way  from  Bristol?   Impossible !" 
B  **Uy  dear  Lady  Meldon,  the  raiment  ia  ex- 
^FfHttd  to  be  on  tlie  move  shortly,  so  do  not  dtatre^s 
V  )«anelf ;   anrt  it   passes   through  Gloucester.      I 
iM  name  the  day  for  the  fair  accordingly :  1  sliull 
^iBoomtant  communication  witli  Uatirers." 

"  I  should  think  it  more  probable  it  would  be 
ttderrd  to  Ireland.  'l*liey  are  always  wanting 
bMpi  in  Ireland.  Any  sudden  emergency  for 
ionance — " 

9 


— / 


Percival  will  be  tolerably  well 
has  consented  to  keep  one  of  ti 

it  is  perfectly  useless  to  ask 

"  To  aak  wlat,  Mr.  Muisfie 
"  You  would  not  find  tbe 
you  migbt  ipprahend." 

"  I  new  go  to  Fancy  Vau 
deatb." 

"  I  meant,  Lady  Meldoa,  if, 

you  wonld  condescend  to  lake  c 

"  I  never  do  any  tbin^  like 

I  certainly  shall  not  b^o  by  I 

Fancy  Fair.     I  am  surprised  y 

was  quite  ont  of  tbe  queation.  I 

to  oblige  you  when  I  can;  but  1 

«ble.     I  hope  you  will  not  be  i 

band,  by  the  regiment  being  sen 

morniag." 

"  What  a  miribrtune,"  she  ni 


W  kt  km  ran  loose  in  this  manner,  to  nrmn^ 

r«iicj-  Fain,  and  to  throw  J«wn  Cape  jetdaminm  • 

HwoDlf  way  to  keep  btm  out  of  roisdiief  would 

be  10  dmn  Mm  up  nlong  wltti  (my  drtMlation) 

Uigigantic  NewfoiuKUand  dog  V 

Nr.  MuDHfield  kept  his  word.     The  announce- 

■eu  or  ihe  Fancy  Fair  was  made  aitd  r«ceive<l,  ■« 

lir  papers  say  of  other  spMcbes  Ism  to  the  pur- 

with  conatderablc  uppUusr.     The  only  <[!«• 

ieni  voice  was  Lady  Meldon'tt;  but  as  it  wsa 

get  an  uaent  front  hrr,  iio  one  thought  it 

y  to  revise  «ii  of>ioioa  once  dclirered  on 

aceount;  lod  laughter  and  good  humour,  and 

itiona  haring  in  tliem  more  of  churity  than 

waits  on  iliiwe  formed  round  a  fashionable 

le,  and  of  an  extfa  portion  of  amusement 

the  charity  palatable, — TO«e  and  ran  gaily 

ttfDogh   the    polishvd   circle   at    Lord    Mi-ldon's. 

It  M,  in    &ct,    the    custom,    wholc-poliUe    kalf- 

*UKian,  of  the  day,  tliat  a  ball-licket  nhould  hear 

»  ib  rcrerve  an  order  of  a^lmiMJon  to  nn  hospital 

*r  •  diqwnwry  ;   as   if   quaintly,   in   the    plain- 

ipaiuni;  tlyle  of  the  old  divines,  to  remind  those 

■t»dane<-  of  others  »ho  cannot  dance  at  all. 

At  Mr.    Mansticid   could   not   move  aUout   at 

"lA  an  hour,  be  bit  on  a  plan,  which,  like   the 

iMni  oI)»cura,  gave  him  plenty  of  motion  by  re- 

Bwtion.     He  summoned  instantaneously  the  scene 

VOL.  II.  1 


"I  r— "fc  -  — ^ I 

boutie  plants  tliere ;  not  forgeldng  Ute 
ndmitted,  with  s  emil«  mid  a  nod  al 
■Ion,  Uiat  lh«  g;eraniums  tni^ht  be  throi 
llio  liall'-dozi'n.  Ht>  procemteil  llirn  tO  I 
o»  an  «iniiience,  ami  immediately  «fteri 
it  down  timoi)fr«t  ibe  trees.  He  iiiKtil 
qiiiry  as  to  tbc  ainnuntof  qualificationg 
of  beauty,  neoessary  to  render  eligibl« 
tton  for  tbc  Btnlls  :  and  consulted  whet] 
be  bettor  to  let  jvcople  eat  when  ibey  w 
or  wait  till  tliey  were  tin-d;  wlietlicr 
would  make  the  j^ontlcmcn  over  court 
tedies,  or  too  attentive  to  tbemaelveR ; 
wine-coolera  would  do  tlieir  office  inon 
in  the  draught  of  a  tent,  or  in  liieir  n 
mer-defying  position  at  liome ;  whetliec 
sbould  be  classed  bcforeliun<l,  or  the 
Into  n  «ort  of  inevitable  classtfit-ation  i 
whetlier  the  gniuntU  shotdd  be  tlirow^ 


.^4^-  r-^  ..I  _   __» 


f I__!. 
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enfftmeu ;  tlie  was  tn  die  mood  to  be 
,  ami  U>  i^tiirr  ho|>i>  from  ev«ry  tiling. 
Hen  slie  turned  (o  lifiteii  again  lo  Coniugaby.  Tlur 
iniFmiption  hnd  diia>e<l  in  witli  her  gay  tbmigliu : 
llie}'  ran  tn  their  old  duinnol  atill,  carrying  tbe 
nev  id<w  ovi-T  tlirir  (Uiicin;^  surfauo.  Slie  tjioke 
Wriedly  of  tlif  bir,  and  of  tbe  pleaaurc  it  womM 
giv«  li«r  ;  asked  if  be  would  bi>  itient — but  of 
nurse  he  would ;  and  Loiiia-— bow  fortunate  thnt 
UuU  would  be  tliere  toe  f  As  tlie  oauglii  hvrwlf 
pionouncing  tbe  word  loo,  she  blushed,  and  jnsC  M 
Wr  eye  drttppcd,  at  the  contctousneso  tliat  iibe  wn 
Uiuliing,  it  met  tJiat  of  De  Grey,  and  tlie  colour 
'ia^M  into  pain. 

Wot  this  seen  by  Coningsby '/     Seen  and  felL 

He  wiibed  be  hnd  no4  felt  it ;  u  portion  of  man'* 

vanity  prevented  him  from  retrretttn);  thin  he  had 

jiWo  iL     A  movement  half  invohmlary  nuulc  bim 

^BnI  aerow  the  table  at  De  Grey.     He  wns  no 

^Bkifer  near  Eleanor;  etiquette  and  Lady  Mrldoii 

^Rij prevented  that ;  but  occnaion  on  occasion  ro«e.  in 

IP^lich  through  Ills  brother,  tlw  appointed  cavalier, 

^Mlicited  her  attention,  and  obtained  it  in  nMuni. 

I(  seemed  evident  to  Coningsby   tluit   »  p»mc 

**i  being   played,   in   wbidi    Kleunori    Sir   Ilu- 

*fiU  and   De   Grey,  were   tbe   principal   actors; 

^nself  mancBnvTvd   off  tlie  scene,  fint  by   I-ndy 

^•Uon's  caprice,  bimI  secondly  by  the  dctsrmtna- 


— b"' J'  —  — — - 

— 1>)-  llie  chance  or  tlic  fitt«,  cull  i 
wliicli  bad  boiin<l  liim  hour  uftcr 
nf  Horatiit. 

He  via  botiitd ;  but  bad  not 
(juiroil  nil  iii«X]iIIcablc  duirtn?  ^ 
tbrMigh  uliicb  tlie  frriMS  crvjit 
where  volition  i(j»elf  lay  still  ?  ^ 
bad  come  down  to  I'einple  Douri 
this  be  had  roused  old  feelings  rrum 
had  decided  on  loving  Etemior  a^ 
wlicra  be  bud  been  forbidiloii  to  ■ 
for  n  second  love  when  be  luul  heeii  d 
dciiirtl  with  iiuch  ^ntle  firmne«(, 
all  npproac-b  to  paskioii  for  himself,', 
evidence  of  passion  for  another, 
till  now  tried  to  speak  in  arrest 
understood — he  biid  subtnilted— •! 
recoiicilcd)  then: — the  love  had  n^ 
by  (he  fancic*  of  a  fliiltcriiig  and  p| 
boides  he  luul  not  wislml  to  cross  d 
dc»tin«tl  to  be  troddi-n  hv  I-t'id  Hal 


— w 
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We  the  print  of  footsteps  It  iHxauni.'  him 

M  to  orertske ;  uid  wlien   llie  htitid  tlial  iineon- 

tioaly  bedconed  biro  oa  was   engaged   to  blew 

•notlifr?    Whence  arow  it,  tbiit  flucli  a  reeling, 

OHilbed,  uict  full  of  doubt  lu  it  wm,   had  rlKf) 

"illiMi  bim  now  ?     Tbo  ktiowlmtgc  of  lier  danger 

W  swilt<>iitr<l  bin  to  n  conMiouHnew  of  biH  ovm. 

Rtriluiger  (    I'he  daiifr«f  of  ono,  innocent,  nnRos- 

pming,  and  witbal  beloved  by  the  rvry  msn  wLo 

likldereti  at  tlie  soond  of  his  name !    Was  not  tbitt 

■bidder  uoiiuous  ?     Beloved  !     Tticn  why   Iov<-d 

■knot?     Yes:  Eleanor  knew  tltal  Horatia  luved 

Mi    Loving  as  slie  did  herself,  die  revelation  of 

IW  trtith  wM  as  a  ugnet  set  suddenly  on  brr  soul, 

hning  the  progress  of  the  passion  tltat  was  *trug- 

IlUoi  to  depart,  and  forcing  it  to  listen  wber«  It  lay. 
Ym,  he  felt  that  he  had  errtd,  when  in  bis 
Miltivi-  irritation  of  the  preceding  day  he  had 
Fi«iouDCc<l  it  already  gone.  For  this  bad  she 
^ed  ao  abruptly  from  bim.  True,  she  did  not 
'"ti  from  De  Grey ;  but  De  Grey  was  not  one 
"■ity  dented;  and  he  was  not  identified  with  the  post* 
""Her  object  was  to  escape  from  the  pursuit  tliat 
Powd  00  her.  What  if  she  got  entai>gled  In 
••  lolls,  when  the  lump  of  her  yuiing  hope  went 
""?  De  Grey  would  iM>t  stand  apart  like  bim — 
^Grey  wouki  draw  tlie  folds  of  tbe  web  more  and 
■  3 


indiKiuuit  Morrow  to  Iior.  ^MIy  ilul  sho 
LonI  HiLNliii^rliiim  ?  Had  not  every  til 
tried  to  uwalteii  the  pamioii  w-iUitn  licr  ? 
tiif^by  felt  oeiuuii  site  did  not  love  Ain 
used  tliose  means.  Certain  !  How  oou| 
that?  lie  could  not  esplaui  why  he  wi 
but  he  tvit  thnt  tlio  conncdon  could  not  li 
How  mdly  iiro««  before  him  the  tmag 
beauty  1  How  full  of  mcljinclioly  boding 
echo  of  her  mirth !  It  ciimv  Iti^htly  fn 
tile  8li«dow«  that  were  ^.itherin^  T»und  ^ 
of  her  heart,  like  tlie  quick  rini^ingofA-l 
in  the  chamber  of  a  dying  child.  Had  | 
no  warning  of  her  doom  ? 

Coningsby  bad  not  beard  ibe  last  qw 
by  Horatift.  At  its  repetition  he  started;, 
he  answered  her  the  tunc  was  so  altered,  ill 
so  eonstraineil — eonstratnud  into  a  sott 
wdnesS]  and  a  half  fond  wttctnriity— tl«t« 
Iff  hw  tart      Alaa !  Iiow  liuh>.   wbun  i! 
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■neillwrSatt«r«1  by  the  courtesy,  nor  Mrudc 
wit — hauta  tLxt  reckon  time  by  llieir  owii 
P<ib(»--«itttii^  down  in  tl»«ir  stiU,  Hweet,  drefttntng 
<adne«^  in  k  Mlitude  bo  dvep,  tliat  tli«  Yoice  of 
1^  «wM  U  not  linrd  within  it — feeling  that  tfacy 
cnid  tlitis  mute  on  for  ever. 

tP<r  ever  J — Contagsby  knew  that  such  a  future 
I  not  for  liim.  Could  he  be  eaid  to  coret  it? 
^rrom  whom  the  past  as  yet  had  not  rccedwl? — 
k  vio  caught,  even  now,  tbroii{(li  the  |{ute  wliilv 
it  «M  ehmn^t  a  glimpMt  of  the  ifiirdcn  wkow 
Infnnce  Iwd  deli^htctl  him  I  Atid  a  future  apart 
mn  Elcaiior! — u  future,  too,  that  hiwl  been  in- 
tndtd  for  aiiotlier — a  future  that  he  could  neither 
t^ooie  nor  accept 

U*  bad  tasted  of  a  cliarmed  cup,  he  know  not  how 
**F  •here ;  link  after  link  of  his  rciuion  svcmcd  to 
'^tagainst  its  brim,  and  drop,  and  be  fu«ed  away. 
^t  forgot,  aud  Rtarte<I,  and  rec^led  the  thing*  he 
M  forgotten.  It  uas  an  involuntary  sympathy  that 
be  enl,  and  a  nympatliy  the  more  powerful  in 
.  es  he  had  suffered  from  the  total  want  of 
before :  he  sal  under  the  sWIow  of  an- 
fcelingB,  and  the  $1ia<lv  was  beuuliful.  A 
potion  of  the  subtle  elements  of  wliidi  tho«e  feel- 
Bit  were  compounded — a  sensation  of  some  im- 
^l^ve  power,  and  a  haunting  dream  that  her  heart 
or  Lord  Ila<^lil1gham — for  ibc  man 
I   4 


Pfty 
■ftWi  fee 


Aim  with  her  heart — a  senUmen 
.  1  apprehennvenen  that  gazed  onwai 

of  aDtidpationa  that  bltered  like  fe 
orer  the  mind  of  Coningsby.  A 
Bigfaed ;  but  the  sigfa,  thongh  it  i^i 
it  as  it  moved  00^  tcted  n  ■  lamm 
Did  it  return  ? 


CHAPTER  XXV. 

"Vr*h«r>thaiii»iurl 
AbMM  t  hao|»  of foM.  •  ptllrj  ''■>{■ 

Hcr«  to  a  Iturr:  nwl  it  u  your  kiniK'." 

MiacHAMT  orVimtg. 

"'iDOTTOvr  cani«.    CoDing«by  bad  resolved  on 

"Mnwin]^  from  the  clow  neighbourhood  of  tlo- 

"*;  but  u^in  cverj'  thing  conspired  to  throw 

1"^  together.     It  was  perfectly  well  known  that 

'■(■ntia  wM  the  betiotbcd  of  I^ord  Haslingbam. 

^^y  Meldon  bad  given  out,  in  one  of  her  diplo* 

I'iKic  wbispera,  that  she  considered  it  fit  tiiat  Coii- 

"■SMiy  shonld  occupy  bis  place  during  hia  absence : 

*^  bad  made  over  Mr,  Mansfield  to  the  custody  of 

Cleanor,  for  the  double  purpose  of  guarding  Eleanor 

ircDi  uiy  private  conrersitioii  with  Coni»g»by,  anil 

Mr.    Mansfield   from   public   conversation   at   the 

billiard-table :  sbe  had  closeted  Mrs.  Mansfield  in 

h^dre«ing-room,  ostensibly  to  exhibit  to  her  a 

1  fi 


-me  rttocy  VHir  uii  ub  uivj 

Hon :  and  she  had  given  a 
Coningsby    to    prevent    Hvi' 
mitkinfi;  u  fool  of  liintsiclf  wtUi 

TlitiK  had  ufliNire  bwii  judicl 
moniiug:  choice  for  Uie  presc 
Coningsby.    Did  he  regret  or 
on  liis  free  will  ?     Ilis  pique  aJ 
tinned:  ultliough  he  had  said, 
nibjndged  her  in  TCgsid  to  Daj 
kc  tvikcd  hinwolf  now,  been  po 
HifTorent  impreoiom  tluit  bod 
We  often  &ncy  this,  when  the  n 
ing.  with  ita  roudne  of  plftci<)  oc 
to  itfl  post,  trampling  on  the  inu 
flprmi^  to  birtb   under  the   sta 
retivtion  n  natural.     T1h>  absen 
Kcene  in  which  wc  had  bmo  t 
overcome,  operates  n  c)innf<:v  lb 
tion»  00  Ute  frame  :  tin; 
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Falconer.  He  iud  no  dbcretion :  he  oiiwt  be  taiifchl 
it  Ala> !  tlie  I«u  we  hnve,  llio  lew  arc  we  likely 
10  icqaire,  be  the  instructor  wlio  Lc  tony.  He 
nnt  be  drillcii  into  keeping  a  deoorouH  distance. 
.\]i>mble  and  uiioonscicua  of  all  eril  as  iilie  tias,  foi 
hi)  couun'i  sake  Miould  he  not  guard  llorada? 
The  iruM  vtm  «  ncrcd  o«»— be  would  prore  wonhy 
nf  tie  tnnl.  How  many  men.  In  caws  simitar  to 
tbii,  Diter  such  a  protestation  beforehand  I  How 
fr«  are  able  to  rememb<T  afterwards  what  they 
IUV4  aid  I  How  few  wish  to  remember  what  they 
biiv»  done ! 

Coaiog;*by  continued  to  sit  in  the  deep  re«e«  at 

''x* farther  coil  of  tlio  )on{r-room  with  Horatia.    Htt 

''Wd  to  observe  Eleanor  any  longer ;  wby  slinuld 

*'*•' ibe  was  only  with   Mr.  ManHfietd;   ahe  had 

"McntJy  avoided  him  the  whole  morninK :  hud  kJiv 

"^l  requested  Mr.  Mansfield  to  re«d  to  her  whilii 

''**  »tt  drawing  'f     Yet ....  he  knew  not  exactly 

*l>HhCT  it  n-as  So  or  not,  but  It  seemed  to  him  that 

Eleanor  nitentivcly,  -tJiough  almost  imperceptibly, 

"Mc^d  every  movement  of  Horatia.    Had  he  suc- 

*«ded  in  raffling  her  equanimity  ?     If  it  were  so — 

*(it  no,  it  could  not  be.     He  felt  convinced  that 

(^  love  of  Eleanor — such  a  love  aa  alone  he  would 

Uk«  from  woman' — was  not  fur  him. 

Sadi  love  m  he  would  take  I     H^  he  ever  tored 
W  ptMOnately  enough  to  liave  a  right  to  demand 
I  6 


second  time;  his  liesrt  dicw] 
nuotber  image  met  it  oii  its  wi 

"  Is  tUut  I^ut«  ?"  cxclairm 
up  fraiD  a  portfolio  of  prints 
with  Coniiigiibjr',  she  codUu 
tlte  window.  "  Wliat  caD  bri 
Lady  Mcldon  said  wc  could 

Eleanor  paused  at  lier  di 
fluiif^  (luura  kis  book.  In  a  mo 
bad  made  his  appearance. 

His  ijuick  eye  immediately  | 
hecn  (he  occupation  of  Ilufutta 
ever,  Rnt  to  Klcaiior :  hoped  o 
was  not  tiatigued  with  tlie  exertii 
day ;  offered  to  cut  her  peociU, 
ta3keil  of  penpectivo  and  forc] 
iiuuiite  collections  of  |uiiitiiig»a 
suddeuly  revertint;  to  Lord  H 


*■""-*—  ~- 
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Diuia  tt^n,  but  wticre  U  the  Diana  ? — my  Diana  ? 
()ful(i,  tJiia  would  Iwvc  been  snciilegp.  Like  the 
value  of  Charles  the  First,  I  prvHume  it  ijt  hidden 
■omcwhere  from  tbe  eyes  of  the  profane.  Horatia, 
"We  can  1  go  and  dt^  for  it?  Alas!  fur  the 
Diual  or  rather,  ala«!  for  the  votary  t  Iluratiu, 
1  m  touting  for  yoti  to  tliaiik  roe  !" 

"Thank  you  I  forwliat?" 

"  Ab !  that  you  shall  know  by  and  by.  I  love 
to  keep  the  ex|MN;tation  awake.  Was  this  tlie  last 
pnot  you  were  looking  at?  The  gentleman  seeiDS 
">  be  making  love  very  gracefully.  Cotifeas  llmt 
pa  ihiiik  tbe  attitude  an  interesting  one:  and  a 
'^  pleaaant  room  to  make  love  in,  too;  tbe  dra- 
P^  IbIIs  just  where  it  ought,  and  every  tiling  else 
'<  wWre  it  ought  nut  to  he,  making  disorder  dolight- 
'"''  Tbat  carpet  looks  ao  rich,  I  long  to  be  a  Aog,  to 
"f  on  it.  •  I  am  a  frieinJ  to  dog^,  for  they  are  honest 
'^'Uiireft.'  But  slie  seems  to  have  been  playing  on 
""'  guitar.  I  do  not  like  that ;  she  lOiould  have 
™'»  leading  over  hia  letters.  Talking  of  letters, 
'un  reminded  of  my  embassy.  Horatia,  here  is 
*l«ller  for  you  from  Lord  Haslingliam — post  mark 
'■yttii.     Into  your  loir  hands  I  deliver  lU" 

Pair,  indeed,  were  th«  bands  alluded  to  by  De 
Gitjr;  but  their  touch,  tohiii  beuled  ones,  was  like 
'^  u,  grasping  them  suddenly,  he  tlirust  bctwci'n 


^ai  t.  lur  uc 


liad  watched  from  infancy 
it  might  inhale— no  sunbe 

Coningsby  bad  lingere 
a  while ;  on  the  instant  tha 
he  moved  away. 

"  Let  us  sit  down,  Hon 
low  voice ;  "  let  OB  ItxA.  < 
dred." 

"Tired?"  HoratiB  ») 
came  &intly,  as  from  the  I 
almost  indescribable  fiitigi 
inquiry  aboat  the  wearinesi 

"  Tired — yes;  clniw  yoa 

He  perceived  that  she  c 
vutuvely  in  one  hand,  whili 
arm,  which  was  flung  acroat 

"  ShaU  I  go  on  ?"  be  ash 
on,  bidding  every  word  cuti 
of  her  soul  ?     At,  tJ>n"o*'> 
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Igntn  lo  her  aa  die  parting  jilei^tje  of  I^nI  Hinling- 
UB.  He  bad  canjcctared  tkac  it  wm  hucIi,  on  the 
pKfrdui^  day. 

'^HonUia,   tlmt  ring  is  very   beautiful;   liow  I 
■dniru  rings  !  and  lliat — it  is  so  delicately  worked, 

Isopurc,  BO  bright — I  visit  you  would  give  it  (o  me 
l^^l  «ut  a  oKmoria]  of  you." 
"  I  mutt  not  part  with  the  ring." 
"  Not  to  oblige  me  ?     Come,  you  liuw  a  super* 
Kidon  about  it;  1  must  have  it,  for  all  ihaL" 
'     *  I  amnot  part  with  it" 
"  But,  Ilontia,  I  am  a  man  of  many  fenden ;  I 
^^  do  nothing  but  look  at  that  ring.    I  Bhall  drt^m 
**'  it  to-nigbt ;  it  is  ominons  to  dream  of  a  ring. 
*^  that  little  circle  hinds  I    Docs  it  hurt  you?" 
"  No,    I    tliink    notr^l    believe    not — I  never 
■ought  of  it  till  now." 

**  Never  thought  of  it  till  now  1  I  am  sure  it 

na  you,"  continued  De  Grey,  with  peculiar  em- 

of  tone ;  "  shall  I  gel  it  changed  for  you  ?  " 

*•  I  must  not  change  it." 

**  How  I    not  if  it  pain*  you ;  and  if  I  see  that  it 

and  take  uahe»il»lingly  the  commission  ii{>oii 

^^i     i  perceive  you  are  nervous  on  tlie  si^ject. 

"«lieve  me  I  wilt  hear  the  blame.    There  has  been 

"  oiikiake  in  the  choice ;  but  thu  mistake  sliall  be 

tciilied.    Happily,  no  patent  rivet  Iiat  afiixed  the 

'">S  to  thit  delicate  finger.    Vou  iuive  just  dis- 


1 

^^F           ^"'*  "■«  yo"'  ga«P,  and  it  i 
1                           "  I-ouws  it  is  of  no  use  fa 
1                      and,  for  the  first  time  in  the 
1                       logue,  she  looked  up  to  his 
*«as.     »  Go  and  talk  to  E|, 
to  you;"  and  she  leant  her 
a»  »be  sat,  and  sighed  ag  if 
tag  to  buret  its  prison  walL 
the  group  w  the  further  end 
Coningnby,  coiMirained,  p< 
lad  begun  a  couw-rsntion  will 
field  was  (alkinfi  m  Falcone 
thiokiny  of  Honitia. 

"Go   to  your  room,   deai 
letter,"  said  Do  Grx,y,  sprinf 
het  towards  a  door  us  ho  sj, 
fl»"  he  added,  in  a  determined 
very  ear,  "  and  call  on  mo  to 
iDcnts." 

i 
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Iboites  me ;  and  every  tiling  loolts  so  dark.  It  was 
•nng  in  j'ou,  very  wrong ;  go  back ;  pray  go 
Iwk— let  go  my  band— do  not  look  at  me  so^itot 
nvw ;  it  vould  be  impomible — do  not  speak  to  papa. 
Kgnttdmainina — Oh  I  she  said  in  one  tbiitg  I  was 
hppy  1 — boppy  t — tnie;  true — hlie  was  riglit,  I  was 
w»t  oftiserable  till  now.  1  «ball  be  miwrable  for 
tm!" 

There  was  a  sbort  juaiise ;  a  duin^e  pawied  over 
W coontenance ;  the  last  lingering  sob  was  pain> 
folly  6uppre»ed,  and  in  a  low  grave  tone  she 
Kid: 

"  (iive  me  the  letter." 

"  You  must  not  read  it  at  present*  Horatia." 
"Give  meibe  letter — bis  letter.  1  was  weak;  I 
^lodiahi  but  I  nuU  have  tbe  letter.  1  want  to 
Wliin  ipcalc  to  me  ^lin.  I  ahall  feel  differently 
*&cn  lie  speaks  to  me.  It  was  kind  iu  him  to 
*Hle ;  he  promised  to  write  to  me.  I  have  been 
•^fy  foolish  ;  I  scarcely  know  what  I  said.  It  was 
J^T  lault,  Louis;  you  startled  roe;  you  pres&ed 
'^l  one  idea  on  me,  till  you  bewildered  and 
''Uniied  me.  And  coming  in,  too,  at  the  moment 
IW  you  did — I  mean  I  did  not  expect  you — 1  was 
■{itatcd  on  getting  bis  letter.  Where  is  it  ?  I  will 
we  it*  Let  go  my  dre«8,  Louis ;  take  away  your 
'nn— it  was  cruel  in  you  to  torture  me  ao ;  very 


a  proof  that  to  wenr  it  gives 

"  Louts,  my  letter.     Yoii' 
lain  il.     I  wnnt  to  be  alooe — I 
oror  excited,  vcstcnlav.    I  am 
agitated  mc.     Let  mc  pi." 
At  llial  tn»tai)t,  stcpti  were  lid 
"  Horatio,   I  am  not  (ieccit-o 
wcret  biHtory  of  tiioae  tean  *t  M 
ifl  your  letter."     And   De  Grey 
proiacbfully  and  sadly.     "  God  fa 
to  your  room." 

Ue  kissed  Iier,  liairiedly,  ^i 
look^  into  bia  piercing  eyes  Tor 
a  sbort  deep  sigh,  sprang^  from  li 
Sbe  reached  her  chamber;  ai 
weep,  as,  flung  acroM  tlie  bed, 
the  swelling  tempest  of  the  son 
sbe  weep.  It  was  impossible  th 
venture  to  interrupt  her  sulilude^ 
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"  Horatia,  my  beloTed  t  My  beauUfoI ! 
innocent !  My  own  !  How  my  hquI  lingers, 
I  my  stejw  hasten  on  !  Pari* !  I  cannot  tell  yoti 
Imw  hateful  Paris  looked  tome;  with  its  muiti- 
.  tado,  Itt  palaces,  ami  its  shown.  I  was  angry  witb 
I  it  for  your  soke;  I  wanted  to  feel  alone,  that  I 
■tight  think  of  you4  I  (ut  down  to  write  to  you, 
^m  Utimiotie  to  you  all  that  was  pn-twing  on  my  mind. 
^P  i  lore  up  the  lelK^r;    I  <x»tlA  not  wonl  it  ns   I 

■  wiiliiil.  I  ttid,  <  if  1  tell  her  all  this,  she  will  not 
~  Wt  me  HD  well.'  Rut  I  have  disiniwnl  tJie  fear, 
^_  u  unworthy  both  of  you  atiil  tne.  Yoh,  I  muit 
^M  *Hc(  that  or  notiiing.  Do  not  be  offended.  I'hink 
^P  ]">u  1  can  wi&h  to  offend  when  I  love — to  hart 
~    "or*  I  would  cherish  ?     Heaven  is  my  witness, 

■  ^  -Vol  V^t,  Homda,  there  must  be  perfect  coofi- 
^H  ifence  between  us — wc  muNt  be  taught  to  under- 
V  ntnd  Mcb  otlier — tlierc  mu»t  be  no  lii<Ulen  misgiv- 
(  "'P— no  brooding  of  the  secret  thought  upon  iwelf 
III  ^no  gnawing  agony  in  the  nii<Ul  of  our  affections. 
^■'^(wetl,  may  1  aay  to  you,  that  you  bare  not 
H^tbomed  my  character  ?  or  rather,  tliat  not  having 
^'•*koin«d  it,  you  have  often  given  me  pain?     But 

yiM  loved  me  while  you  p^ned  me :  tiierc  lay  my 


hi 


'*  I^vcd !"  8iglie<l  HomUa,  "  would  to  Heaven 
hud  been  so  '     It  seomc<l  to  mc  I  IovimI  him  . .  . 
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I  could  not  tell — I  Aid  not  know — how  was 
know?" 

"  Yes,  you  have  pained  me,  Horatib,  you  who 
could  give  puin  to  no  other;  you*  who  knew  not 
what  pain  wits." 

*■  Do  1  not,"  again  the  sighed,  '*  know  iu  nalaro 
now?" 

"  You  could  oociuion  It  to  me.  Dearest ! 
sjieak  not  thift  in  unktndnciss,  I  spcuk  it  in  lore, 
and  because  I  would  aet  you  the  example  of  the 
uiishriiikiiig  confidence  I  require.  I  would  have 
entered  into  thi§  explanation  long,  long  ago :  I  often 
intended  to  do  so,  but  my  heart  failed  me — you 
looked  at  me,  and  I  forgot  its  necessity.  Something 
I  did  My,  to  one  whom  you  revere  as  much  as  yoa 
lore;  let  me  bear  the  blame  then  if  slie  lias  conn- 
•died  you ;  but  still  I  could  not  feel  tati.; Iiv<l.  I  waa 
absent.  1  remembered  your  young  graceful  iicss,  you^^ 
gaiety  of  soul.  I  felt  that  wliat  I  remembered,  othen 
saw.  I  knew  how  men  arc  lured  on  by  their  vanity,|^ 
and  I  said,  *  I  must  make  the  explanation  ttow  f 

"  Do  you  recollect  otir  coniersaiion  on  the  daj 
that  ....  I  mean  tlie  latt  long  converttation  we^ 
had  togetlier  ?  Suffer  me  to  recal  to  your  memory 
a  sentence  or  two  of  (bat  conversation.  8ufrer  me, 
dear  Horatia,  and  condemn  me  not  I  make  the 
appeol,  conscious  certainly  that  I  do  not  enr  in 
making  it ;  tliat  I  have  a  right  to  make  it)  and  a 
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tight  to  insist  on  a  reply.  Yon  conferred  that 
t^t  on  mc  when  you  yielded  mo  your  love.  Is 
ilDOljuBt  then  thnt  I  uliuuld  avail  myself  of  it?  I 
aid  to  yoa  tben,  *  There  itrv  tltnw  with  you,  or 
lOi^y  to  be  with  you,  who  ilo  not  love  me.  Should 
)rou  be  penuaded  to  forget  me  .  .  ,  .'  The  doubt 
iiDpli«d  of  your  affection,  1  am  aware  ofiended  you ; 
»ui  again  and  again  liave  I  blamed  my^lf  for  its 
QftnuoR.  I  bare  blamed  myself,  because  by 
iWtdaing  1  gave  u  shuck  to  your  fi-oling^  Still, 
■  brns  reignrdcd  the  utterance  of  my  conviction, 
l^tbere  wm  done  nt  Itand  au  influt-nec  Hkoly  to 
'■UDUruct  my  own,  I  conceive  1  wiu  rif^bL  Against 
^  influence  it  becanw  me  to  protest,  and  1  did  «o. 
'  Kpenied  not  that  I  had  liad  the  hnnlibood  to  <le> 
fKtMie  it,  even  while  I  could  look  into  t)ie  liirht  of 
&«e  soft  eyes,  and  blets  tbem  for  the  messages 
'trj-  tent  to  m«.  Can  I  repent  it  now,  when  their 
■mages  reach  mc  not,  and  when,  tn  tbe  troubled 
facies  of  some  de«])Dn<linj;  hour,  I  may  accuse 
tbem  of  §p«aking  too  eloquently  to  olhttn?  I  do 
101  rcpeut  it 

^K  "  Undoubtedly  it  is  possible,  that  had  I  continued 
^Btyour  aide,  I  should  not  have  alluded  voluntarily 
^niaiii  to  the  existence  of  tbe  influence  thus  drpre- 
'  cated.  It  distressed  mc — you  can  luive  no  idea 
how  it  distressed  me — to  startle  your  sensibilities, 
lo  alano  your  womanly  pride ;  it  was  enough  for 


or  to  insist  oil  justice  lo  inyse 
stances — cruel  circumstances — wi 
tbeir  origin  or  to  their  result, 
parted  us  before  you  liwl  bcconi 
quainted  with  die  j>eculiar  tempci 
whom  joii  lioROiired  with  your  li 
you  continue  to  love,  you  tntist  ■ 
shield  from  pain.  ^H 

"  I  pri-piin"  (hen  to  ftpoak  t^ 
Ihougli  it  becomes  me  lo  do  ttil 
loftily  tuands  u|>  lo  asKrt,  tlie  hi 
uid  iiitreau.    O,  my  IIoTada, 
to  love  me  stilt.    Louis  De  Grey 
Horatia :  |>erhBpa  lie  does  not  t 
you.     I  dblibe  Louis  Ue  Grey: 
louH  that  he  faud  the  mouldiuf; 
ehildbooci— that  be  lias  your  coi 
he  dindcs  your  thoughts  with  m 
so  on  that  day,  when  I  had  n 
whisper  in  your  cur,  an<l  you  w 
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■iiikI  of  iniDe.    You  and  ynur  future,  Iloratia,  be< 

;  to  mv :  the  f&ncim  uf  your  cliildliooc)  must  not 

inurrupt  tJie  flow  uf  vmolioiiH  lli«t  ought  to  be  as 

dttpu  tbvy  arc  pure;  they  must  not  be  allowei] 

I       lotliuarb  tlie  anticipotjoiw  of  womunliood. 

L         "  Look  on  roe  now,  and  ever,  without  u  gdiiicc 

H    ^U  luni^  IhicIc,  or  a  feel!n|r  tluil  repent*,  as  lover, 

^k  aumellor,  guardian,  frieud.     Look  on  me  as  ull, 

P  ClUQe  t  Do  I  write  tliat  lust  word,  and  not  shrink 

•»  I  write  it  ?  I  do  not  Bbrink  :  I  icnow  your  «wc«t- 

l>ai,  your  candonr,  your  pliant  and  clingin)^  nature ; 

■n<l  I  feel,  tluit  wliile  I  am  tciidiing  you  how  I  dr- 

■ire  to  he  loved,  ywi  will,  in  your  devotvd  cagcr^ 

■Mm  of  spirit,  spring  forwvd  to  low  me  better  than 

"ver  I  could  t«acb  you.   See  then,  how  I  love  you  1 

clow  I  widh  you  to  hu  all  my  own  !     I  would  have 

your  tnind   with   your  heart.     I   am  jealous  that 

*ti^lit  OH  fair  aii<!  toft  aa  you  sbauli)  be  guided  by 

*ny   other   than   myself.     You   must  new   mould 

yourself  from  me,   and  for  mc.     You  have  done 

Uiia  leiUtoul  knowing  il,  for  [<ouis  I)e  Grey;  you 

ttaust  do  it  irAiVr  knowing  it  for  me.  Tbr  freedom  of 

Ilia  manner— free  even  for  a  man— has,  (only  every 

thing  looks  beautiful  and  must  be  innocent  in  you) 

lent  a  tinge  to  yours.     Ri-autiful  and  innocent  u» 

ike  manner  is,  it  is  only  tlie  more  likely  to  «»• 

mare.     I  do  not  choose  that  other  men  shotdd  be 

sJIowed  to  approach  ilie  shrine  where  I  pay  my 
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worship :  the  palo  must  be  ^^anled,  aud  more, 
path  to  i(  rctidcreil  innccr»i)>le.  1  said,  you  rou!>t 
mouUi  yourself  for  mc ;  you  must  enter  into  my 
plans  tal<c  paf^  "'il^>  my  ambition ;  yoii  mutt  ibtnk 
like  me,  act  with  me,  pursue  the  studiea  I  point 
out,  adopt  all  that  I  sanction,  renounce  all  Oial  I 
condemn;  you  must  love  whom  1  tore,  and  if  I 
bate  . . .  no^l  do  not  ask  any  thing  so  gentle  to 
bote — but  you  musttvol  h>ve  th«m  :  were  you  Vt 
to,  Homtia .... 

"  My  beloved  !  forgive  this  letter  I  but  the  wo' 
luis  tried  mc  bitterly.  I  luive  been  deceived,  bt^trayedi  «■ 
duTcd,  nnd  ma<ldcned,  by  the  near  tn  blood,  by  tlicfl 
fticiid  of  my  soul.  I  uid,  love  eball  stand  in  the 
place  of  friendship — woman's  truth  shall  repay  me 
formaa's  hollowiie».  My  wife,  she  will  be  the  gift 
of  God  to  mc  at  his  altar — a  con«ccnttcd  blessing. 
1  will  lovo  ber  witli  all  the  enthusiastic  passion  of 
my  soul — she  will  love  mo  witli  all  the  eiij^ruesing 
BCDtimcnt  of  her« — we  shall  be  nioiie  and  happy. 

*'  Huratia,  you  are  to  be  that  wife ;  ask  youraelf 
then,  could  I  write  otlierwise  than  I  have  done? 
You  said  you  were  afraid  to  write  to  me : — afraid  ! 
ilow  !  <lo  I  not  doat  on  you  ?  do  1  not  love  ibe  rery 
ground  you  Iread  on  ?  1  cannot  Uve  if  you  do  net 
write  to  me.  You  must  write  too,  to  toll  mc  you 
forgive  this— aliall  I  sny  selfish  letter  ?  I 
It  any  tiling  to  please  you,  my  Horatia. 
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"Skynotthatb«cauwI  IiavA  iliuit  writton,  I  prove 
Oy  vul  of  confidence  in  tlie  •trongOi  of  your 
■flenion.  I  place  in  you,  on  the  contrary,  tbc 
%leu  of  ail  confidence ;  for  I  lay  bare  before  you 
1^  tecret  workings  and  innui«  qualities  of  my 
ain^  conscious  that  yon  will  luve  me  bUII.  Let 
^  oonfidence  be  aacred  between  you  and  tae.  No 
I  must  know  me  as  you  now  know  me, 
"Oodalwweron  youaIlblesang;f  Write  totaeal 
floreiwe  or — I  Itad  forgotten — it  is  posiblc  I  may 
"ltd  my  boloved  motbcr  convnlesociiL  In  tliat  cau 
<^  I  coa»ent  to  stay  away  from  you  ?  she  would 
not  wkli  mc  to  do  so :  it  would  pain  her  to  demand 
■o  dear  a  sacrifice  from  her  son. 

"  I  tnntcribe  the  address  of  the  Bajiker  at  Lyons. 
^o  his  char^  enclose  the  letter  which  I  entreat 
you  to  write  to  me.  He  will  know  what  arc  my 
^oremeots,  and  will  forwatd  it  if  1  remain  at  Flo- 
'^noe,  or  detain  it  if  he  has  reason  to  expect  my 
*p«edy  re-appearance  at  Lyons.  Write  in  pity  to 
^otir  devoted 

"Hahlingiiah." 
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I  fboold  hnrc  wnt  away  (he  hum  un- 
piDitd  in  iiicUvn  ditunay  tunongKt  the 
nin  of  egg-sbeU*.  How  is  it  iihe  did  not  contrive 
lonylajr  me  yesterday,  ou  my  return  from  I'emple 
Boame,  and  maJte  ihe  mo«t  of  die  golden  interval 
'BU  tkpMd  between  tlut  and  my  departure  fur 
I^Btifaiitr  that  put  in  its  claim  to  mei" 

"0!  Pfrrciral  n-m  iwleep,  and  t\io  tliought  Im 
might  awake,  and  want  Iilt." 

"  Happy  Perdval !  whose  wants  are  audi,  thai 
'Qey  nnnot  by  poaatbility  b*  interfered  wilb  by  the 
^'i^M  of  allien !      What  are   you   thinkinj^  of, 

"  I  am  thinking,  tJuii  now  tJie  Hervauta  are  gone, 
nay  as  well  hear  the  |iarticulais  of  that  visit  to 

I      '^cnple  fioiirnc.     Your  Cheltetiham  dinner  pre- 

^*Ciited  our  confidtfiic*'*," 

^fe^  " True ;  jim  wltnt  I   wns  tliinking  of  myself. 

^^P  oa  shall  hare  a  detail  made  up  of  tlie  prettiest 

^^^oiaicB  possible — little  compartments  of  exquioite 
**Wita-  "dainty  dovetailings.  Ensconce  yourself 
^creitny  esteemed  and  trusted  brother,  in  that  most 
''■xuriouA  of  chairs;  aMtuaiR  the  attitude  prepata* 
^y,  and  listen  witli  all  the  energy  of  the  moat 
^xooplary  attention.     I,  in   tlie  meanwhile,  shall 

I      ^cserVG  to  myself  the  pnTitege  of  moving  here  an^ 

I  tkere,  according  to  thi.'  phases  of  my  story;  <)uitting 
jW^or  tlie  window,  w  lien  I  choose ;  and  coufronling 
K  2 


M 


196 


THB  KKOAOEUEN'T. 


I 


you  ag«in  wlien  I  can  ;  alt  in  olio<l!<>nce  to  the  dic- 
tum, that  action  is  tliv  fint  requisite  in  lui  orator." 
**  Tbe  disclosures  then,  1  apprehend,  with  whicik. 
I  am  to  be  lionoured,  are  of  a  soniewlial  interesting- 
nature  ?     Ere  I  yield  to  them,  however,  the  atten- 
tion which  they  will  undoubtedly  claim,  1  mustb^H 
to  ask  a  simple  qucKtion  or  two  in  regard  to  Ho — 
ralia.     Wliat  said  slie,  when  you  gave  her  HaslJng; — ^j 
ham's  letter  f  " 

"  I>o  hulie*  say  any  thing  on  such  occasion*?" 

"  Not  always ;  but  the  personages  in  that  conlP^K' 

dential  scene  happening  to  be  my  daughter  and  m  ^^"^ 

brother " 

"  Considering  where  the  scene  look  place,  bow^^'*' 
ewr — the  draw ing- room  of  Temple  Boume^^"^ 

"  Ywt  ftlioukl  luivc  asked  to  sec  her  in  privat^^** 
)  lliiak,  I^uis." 

"  I  had  my  own  reasons  for  wbhing  to  see  her  iS      " 
public." 

"  May  I  inquire  what  they  were  ?  " 
"  You  will  have  so  many  questions  of  more  lo*-*^ 
portance  to  ask,  that  it  will  be  a  pity  to  suffer  th  ^'^'^ 
time  to  be  engroned  wltli  my  answer  lo  tliu." 

"  At  least,  though  you  so  arranged  it  tliat  sh-  '~ 
received  the  letter  iu  public,  slie  did  not  read  ^^ 
in  public?" 

"  AsHuredly  not ;  she  went  to  Wr  chamber  [mme-' — 
diately.- 


TSK  BHOACEMENT. 


197 


4 


I 


"ffe  always  lifcp  to  tw  alone  with  our  happi- 
nm,"  laid  Sir  Htibi-rt 

We  certainly  finil  out,  when  we  are  alone," 
De  Grey,  "  whether  we  are  happy  or  not ; 
NlUwle  (toabllera  bail  iti  uses  for  Horalta." 

"  AbiI  when  yoo  saw  lier  it^a ?  " 

"  I  did  noC  see  her  agaio." 
"  What !    fthe  did  nut  make  her  appearance  aAer- 
*>rdR,  and  yet  you  stnyctt  a  lung  time?" 

"  You  thought  my  stay  long.  For  my  part,  I 
cunndered  it  marvellouHly  abort  I  was  multiii|f 
*««,  Hubert;  there  is  the  aoiution.  But  you  are 
***^  to  look  grave  yet;  remember  oiir  compact. 
^ev  you  hare  got  a  peep  at  one  of  my  musaics." 
"  And  where  did  ibis  love-making  tjikc  place?  " 
"You  shall  have  it  all,  Wgiiining,  middle,  and 
^^.  It  began  iu  tlic  drawing-room;  it  went  on  in 
^(grounds;  and,  now  I  think  of  it,  it  ended  no> 
^^Imtc.  Do  you  listen?  Do  you  comprehend? 
Am^  more  than  all,  do  yno  approve?" 

"  1  iiear  pcrrvctly  well,  Louis ;  it  ia  not  always 
^^y  10  comprehend  you ;  and  as  for  approval,  it  is 
*t)ffident  if  the  lady  bestowed  it  on  you.  And  now 
^Ora  few  of  the  details  you  promiMd  me." 

"  You  shall  Iiave  tliem.    Iloratia,  as  I  said,  went 

her  room  to  read  the  letter ;  I  returned  to  tbe 

irawing-room." 

"  Returned  ! 


Where  lukd  you  been  ? ' 
ft8 
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"  Into  the  kail  M-iUi  Honitia,"  satd  D« 
walking  to  the  window. 

"  Surely  slie  spoke  to  you  then," 
"  I  suppose  the  did  ;  but  I  laad  ktsAcd  bvr  sftur—- 
warda ;  and  tlic  liitest  event  k  npt  to  remain  on  tlu^ 
raeiDory  longeMt  especially  if  it  Iw  ot  «n  af^Kah)^» 
nature.     Dut  you  will  allow  me,  1  ho|>e,  to  retun^^ 
la  iIk-  ilrawiiig-nwin  ?  " 
"  liy  all  meantt." 

"  Sh^l  I  de8cril>e  tlie  state  of  parties  when  -^^ 
entered  f  Muuitfield  was  talking  ont  perfectly  uo^Hn 
eonscioiia  that  no  one  was  listening  to  liiin;  Fa^^B 
coucr  w-us  looking  over  a  host  of  Byron's  BeiUltie^^v 
conBideriii^  ever  and  anon  nrhidi  bore  the 
resemblance  to  Horatia;  Coningshy  was  loitering 
ill  a  sort  of  half  mooH  about  tiio  fair  bidy  of  all  oc 

imagiRatiotu " 

•<  Where  was  Lady  Meldon  ?" 
"  Off  guard.    Now,  Habert,  whattnade  you  ihin 
aT  I^y  Meliton  .'     I  insist  upon  your  tbinking  C 
Lady    Mcldon's  daughter.     I    cater   for  you  as 
would  tor  myself;  take  what  I  help  you  to." 
"  Suppose,  after  ail,  yoti  are  not  hvl[iing  mo '/ "' 
"  Youtliink  youaretoiJiare  tbc&iteof  thcbungr"    *V 
guest  at  the  imaginary   banquet  in   the  A  robin.     *" 
NigktK  ?  Now,  whatever  yon  may  opine,  I  shall  nw^^* 
iiidvfiitigably  coniimie  to  eomniend  delicooy  afte^'' 
delicacy  in  sueceasiod.  Where  did  I  lc«veoff/  O,  ■'- 
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toU  yov  Coungal)}-  waa  in  a  sort  of  half  mixKl : 
1^  ibe,  Eleuior  ficllcisic  (  mi-an, — 1  )o?e  dut 
oame  of  Klranor — it  rcmindc  m«  of  tapcatry  and 
Inn  in  alt  the  dignity  of  damaok — wbile  »)■«,  tJten, 
Was  io  a  whole  mood,  of  Mrocthing  ratfier  diffi- 

»ciih  to  define,  and  not  altogether  fovourahle  Ut 
Coningsby." 
'■YouthinkiK.?' 
"  1  do;  I  have  come  hack,  in  fiwt,  to  my  first 
UBpremoBS^gene rsl I y  the  right  onei»— the  convio- 
Uon  flashed  on  m»  the  day  we  first  dined  at  Lord 
Meldoii'*,  and  drcumtnncM  h»re  slreogtbened  it 
prince." 

^B     "  That  ah«  Iovm  Lord  Haslingham,  1  presume 
you  mean  ?" 

"  Even  tiius ;  and  so  much  die  ttane  for  her.  I 
^Qi  of  opinion  that  Homebody  ahoold  aoderlalie  to 
^*ae  her." 

"  Undoubtedly,  If  she  will  consent  to  hn  ctir«d. 
Of  0D«  thing,  Louiit,  you  and  X  mmt  be  eqimlly 
^tedtU — to   conceal  tliia   Buspirion  from   Horatia. 

Rnooaadooi,  aa  1  thank  Heaven  tlic  is,  of  auf^t 
lonlated  to  disturb  the  perfect  tranquillity  of  hf  r 
iMintioa  in  regard  to  Lord  Haaliogham,  let   her 
remain  so  stiU." 
^^   "  By  all  means — if  sbe  can.     But  to  return  to 
^Blitt  Belleislc:  Caploiti  Coningsby  chose  to  tjiics- 
Htioa  me  with  bU  eyas  as  I  came  bai^.     I  trust  he 
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Will  nercr  make  use  of  the  nme  mode  of  quntioD- 
iiig  witli  Hormtis.  Slie  interests  bim,  ccrlaiiily, 
»olwitb«tun4ling  the  pre-occupation  we  impute  to 
liim.  Tbere  are  hearts  like  harps — witit  a  double 
actioD.     ^Vliat  say  you  to  tliat,  Hubert  ?  " 

*'  She  interests  every  oiie :  I  am  not  so  easily 
alBrmed.    Honour  oti  lits  pttit — love  on  her's." 

"  Ay,  love  on  her's,  ns  yoii  retnurk.  You  tUnk 
it  impossible,  then  i" 

1  will  ^ve  kira  tlie  opportunity  of  tipening  hi»eyes 
it  least*  thought  De  Grey,  but  I  shall  not  iusittt  o|>mi 
it:  ihin^  may  go  or  better  probably  without.         h 

"  Tliink  wbm  impossible?"  ^ 

"  A  little  inconstancy :  Ttlburtna  and  the  vbite 
HttEn  I  wrote  you  about."  M 

"  Humtiii  lins  tnudc  choice  of  the  man  she  loves,' 
and  has  riitified  tlie  cbutcc  by  an  engagement,  only  .. 
less  solemn  tliaii  tli«t  wliidi  she  will  oontnict  ot  tlitfl 
altar.     J  scarcely  underWuid  your  allusion." 

"  Let  it  pass  then  ....  and  we  will  keep  the.^ 
white  satin  for  the  wedding.  To  the  point  iaH 
question.  I  wu*  fairly  in  the  midst  of  it — low,  ar 
not  love.  I  remembered  your  misgivings,  iuk)  your 
delicacy,  and  your  doubts,  and  llie  step  backward, 
■od  the  counter-spring,  and  tite  glissade  into  the 
dbtnnce ;  and  I  determined  to  examine  the  gioand 
for  you,  and  diieovcr  the  enemy  in  ambuscade,  aail 
force  a  demoustratJon.     So  I  set  to  my  devotions: 
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*'*  "ly  bonotu- 1  had  no  Mca  it  was  so  rleliglilful  to 

**•  wejgver*  anil  then,  us  to  tlio  ttyle  of  ibp acting, 

yw  Mold  Dot  kave  (bnc  it  bettor  yourself)  in  your 

""'Qoib  of  most  deliberative  ieinurc.      Aprepot, 

"Untrlt  when   tlie  fancy  setzd  you  to  make  nn 

•"^ing  of  Love,  ilraw  biin  witli  sandals  on,  tluit  he 

^y  not  limp  wlieii  tUcppinj^  over  ineqimlitics:  we 

■««  Dot  liave  him  lame  as  well  as  blind.     I  w-»h 

you  lutd  bcrn  there  to  study  Coninf^by.    He  sloixl 

"^e  a  man  maicd ;  conriDced  as  it  were,  yet  not 

"Ccided  ;  &till,  but  not  culm ;  bingled  in  tlie  web  of 

•"a  ideas — one  filmy  tliread  crwwing  lii«  patli  here, 

''loiker  pulling   him  back  lliere;  watching   Mist) 

^dleislc  and  me,  and  tlien  glancing  towards  tlie 

*'*K>r;  lit*  brow  contracted  for  a  moment;  his  lip 

*^rle4land  compressed,  like  a  lover  who  had  dropped 

•"^  seiiiioients  by  the  way,  and  was  groping  about 

*•*  fiod  ihem.     I  bad  motives  of  my  own  for  piquing 

Uti)  UToutranre;  so  at  last,  in  a  manner  as  de- 

•crcsdal  ns  possible— to  own  the  truth  she  inspires 

this  deference — I  entreated  Miw  Belleble  to  gratify 

^^  «ith  sn  introduction  to  tlwt  gem  of  a  temple  I 

"*vo  heard  you  speuk  of,  and  to  honour  me  by 

*®«Hfa^  my  escort  tliither." 

*'AimI  she  consented  ?" 

**8boi)ld  1  have  asked  it,  had  I  not  been  secure 
"*  liw  consent  ?     '  Eitlier  attempt  not,  or  aocom- 
r^i  iberc  is  my  motto.     An  order  wa>  tiWM- 
k5 
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w«re  me  gioraa,  vtvmitfi 
glove*.  Till;  ^iille  Tomq 
tlietn  ioU>  those  woni  by  A 
from  a  doud  at  sunset :  it 
hAvc  rv4)Kin:<l  ({lores  as 
ci«r))itig  tliToii);li  tltr  tut 
&tigably.  I  Itanded  lii^r  ( 
and  we  set  off." 

"  Alone  r 

'*  Yes,  alone.  Do  you  no 
nnd  Mansfield,  and  Falcone 
temple  often  enough  before 

"  Very  possibly ;  but 
Miss  Belleisle  .  .  . 

•<  Now,  Hubert,  listen  to 
iiif(  walk,  a  very  chnrmiiif^ 
gifted  with  tlie  science  of  bi 
ohuMed  flowers,  soiled  my  61 
talked  of  heutfa  and  lielien 
havft  supposed  me  fresb  froi 
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'  ibc  eknngm  on  pncipice%  banks,  csMatlaa, 

itic  bri%e9,  ruins,  wUderaCMes,  mil  oivet,  and 
<)MiH  back  UiTODgb  wiudiit^  delU  atKl  teqwntine 
w&Uu,  to  (k]r-light." 

*'  She  maat  liave  fouix)  you  wi  etiterUiiaiii^  num- 
panion." 

**1  hope  she  did.    You  will  ofa««rv«  I  wiu  kcop- 
ig  the  sentimental  for  tlie  temple.     At  last  we 
arrivtd  tliere ;  and  exquisite  1  agree  witli  you  in 
liroDouncbg  h  to  b«.     I  never  loved  jumine  and 
dvaiBtis  so  raudi  before.     The  sweetfiesH  uf  one 
utiag  or  other,  or  rutbei  of  all  things  together,  was 
Uiaalutely   orerpowertiig.     My  brain   seemed  in- 
kling iiectar.     We  entered  the  temple,  ond  now  1 
•uppose  you  envy  me  ?" 
U       "  Perhaps  1  do." 

H  "  Kindly  and  ooDfiiderately  qualified.  She  be- 
H  Ban  by  requesting  mc  to  IcU  her  exactly  what  I 
^  •hougbi  of  every  thing.  How  if  I  luid  electrified 
I  hei  ty  n  reply  that  would  hiivo  been  oxceediugly 
^fe  ^  fnjM  f  1  was  to  dbcrimiaate  between  that 
^B  "'^loAi  pleased  me,  and  that  which  pleated  nie  not ; 
^r  it  ditnced,  koweTer,  that  at  that  moment  1  bad  no 
'  '*''«rioiiiiBtion.  Nerertbclcsa,  1  wait  grateful  for 
'°*ODtitp|iii]ent  she  paid  to  my  taste.  Was  I  not 
*  '*Ppy  fellow,  Uuberu" 

.    "  Undoubtedly,  if  all  tliia  florid  relation  of  youn 
*<■  paw  fur  unadorned  trutli." 
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"  For  truth  iuudorn«d,  cerUutily  not ;  all  trutbi 
lire-  not  M  ai^reeable  u  this  happened  to  be :  but 
trutb  it  certainly  is,  and  a  truth  that  cannot  \ook 
too  often  in  her  own  mirror,  for  it  will  mflect  back 
notliiiifr  but  channs." 

"  You  arc  really  tolling  mo  the  tniih  then, 
LouUr 

"Why,  what  pise  conld  1  possibly  have  to  Icll 
tlian  that  which  I  have  told  you  ?  Do  you  doubl 
whcib€r  Mi«s  Belkislc  wouM  do  lb«  bouoiir*  of 
Ritlior  bouse  or  t«mple  as  she  ought?  Was  she 
ever  discourteous  in  her  lifei'  or  do  you  deem  rae 
one  to  whom  Uio  courtesy  would  extend  itself  in 
vain?" 

*<  Go  on  then  by  all  means,  espedally  u  it  is 
probable  I  shall  know  nothing  regarding  this  in- 
torestiitg  visit  to  tlic  tempiv,  except  what  it  may 
pIcMC  you  to  dlMloM  to  mc." 

*' Therein,  Hubert,  you  but  find  yourself  in  the 
unavoidable  predicament  of  the  curious  iu  general, 
on  these  delicate  occasions.  I  commenced  my  sur- 
vey under  her  directions:  she  pointed  out  to  me 
ahelU  from  Guiana,  fealber-fiowers  and  mio<-rala 
from  Rio  Janeiro,  dried  mosses  from  Iceland,  ae»> 
weed  from  the  Hebridea,  stoiactile*  from  the  groMo 
of  Adclsburg — iu  short,  slie  renewed  all  my  geo- 
graphical rvcollftitioiia ;  while  1  kept  rencn-ing  of  my 
own  accord  others  not  quite  as  scientific,  but  equally 
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til?  purpose.  The  nidiea  io  (his  little  ruitic 
■Uplr  arc  not  all  filled  up  yi*t:  1  a<lvis«<l  h«r  to 
''ocufe  for  one  of  the  iiidaii  tluit  Curtlelier  monk, 
**>  beaodfully  inoilelled  in  wax  by  ibe  clever  boy  at 
*--Hellenhiim.  Yom  remember  the  ligur«— those  ex- 
quiiitely  nioul(lt;<l  sinewK,  tkut  palu  pure  brow — it 
E*  wortliy  of  the  honourable  station  I  would  awign 
it— by-thc-bye,  I  fancy  it  is  now  at  the  Panlecii- 
coo.  And  »o  I  talked  ;  an<l  ho  shs  listened  :  when 
**>  a  sudden — ai)  awkward  events  are  tuddeii  uik'b 
— «tc|M  approached  our  solitude.  How  I  longed  for 
^«  wuid  of  an  enchanter,  to  fix  the  iiitnidcrs 
wliere  ihcy  tro«l !    Judge  whctlivr  the  winJi  were 

'*'>t  aitural 1  was  somewhere  or  other  at  her 

*^l . . ." 

"  Somewhere  or  oilier  nt  her  feet  1  Ctta  you 
*<X  define  the  hitttude,  Louis,  a  little  more  accu- 
•Xely  ?" 

"I  might,  certainly;  for  to  answer  you  nantically, 
'  look  an  observation  at  the  time,  her  eyes  he'mg 
ay  sun." 

And  pray  wluu  broi>ght  you  to  her  feet 't  ^Vhiit 
light  you  be  doing  f 

"  Doing  ?  I  was  gathering  up  a  rose  or  two 
tlut  she  had  dropped,  and  presenting  them  to  her 
most  deferentially — roses,  the  junior  commisiiioned 
cers  of  love — bearers  of  his  banner,  sitowing 
here  the  ranks  are  fuiming.    tlowercr,  there  was 
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ikn  were  Utey  outside,  intcndinif  1 
IM ;  •  &Taar  I  ooold  have 
!  Baminif  VMttt — umI  ia  ibey 
i  oo  B]r  kaeet.* 
Aad  p(^  wfao  might  tbew  uBwcIoome  vimI 


-Ladr  MrMwi.  Cbabg^y,  anil  MaasficlcL" 
**  A*  «vU  ■  telecteJ  groap  to  sit  in  jiulgioeut ' 
laifaMKM%  Lmn^  m  jroor  most  inveier 

«  Enctly ;  1  fell  aU  OmI  myaetf." 

**  A>d    ta    this    delicate    ililenuu    wfio 
fiwt?- 

■*  Wbe  ?  wky  1  to  b«  »are — no  one  elw  would. 
*Ladj  MeklaB,*  I  began— but  observe,  I  did  mt 
•DadaDc  on  my  knees  wliLItf  addf  awing  Lady  Mel- 
dea — 'only  tbc  otbet  day  I  mm  MKluuilod  willt  the 
inimitable  Dtana :  why  not  place  her  ben,  that 
men  may  pay  tbeir  boB»^  wben  the  true  getdni 
of  tbv  temple  is  absent^  Tcmplo  Boumo  t  May 
I  VTDture  b)  dtride  a  name  mi  dear  to  lu  all ;  aad 
declare,  that  in  tbe  one  case  at  least,  Uii»  temple 
■hoald  bo  tb«  bourne  of  my  desire*  i"  Tben  hi 
ahna  bcr  wtiL  dte  idea  of  aomc  uwpidoiM  luttniit** 
htoUe  Latin,  1  acUed,  in  a  lower  tone,  and  wilk 
a  ngk,  *  TcmpU  quam  dilccu  !'  "  fl 

"  And  wkat  tud  Lady  Meldoii  to  tliis  oompli*^ 
mentary  speed  of  yonii  1" 
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"  StU !    O  »1m  walkw)  on  init«ad.  for  I  bad  con- 

"^Md  ber  at  the  (.'Dtjaucc :  iii  fact,  sliv  did  m«  the 

"OiiMir  ^  piahiiig  me  out  of  ibe  wny,  qtiivt  liMpot 

™  *iw  ik     1  do  not  tell  you  nhe  was  in  a  paasion— 

^  pMSMii  WIS  ia  ber ;  ibat  is  the  most  we  cun  say 

**'^o£iir  lady's  utgnr.    What,  in  fact,  i-uuld  I^dy 

^eldoD'e  be  but  a  lort  of  red  snow,  eeeing  tlutt  on 

(■rdiiiiry  occwions  she   »  a  sprig  of  wormwood 

F*'«st«d  ill  lemoii  icv?     I'oor  Loid  Mcldon  !     How 

be  miut  law  been  at  a  loas  to  mow  bcr,  in  tbe 

'^yi  of  courtship  f     Why,  ber  breatb  would  htae 

pQfMpbonu !      Sb«   caiDe   on,   and   tbeii   she   Mt 

doun.     1  could  actually  ace  tbc  trenibUng;  of  her 

'*P  :  SDd  ber  foot — tbiil  dcliaitc  liulu  foot  of  which 

'ue  it  M>  proud— went  nervously  from  shell  to  spar, 

**  if  ibe  were  in  ibe  habit  of  studyinsr  geolojfy,  and 

pickiiij;  tip  spccimetift)   id   the  ti»iDv  tnunner  that 

^e  uufurtuiiate  lady  minus  two  anna  writes  mid 

"And  MbsBelleisle?    Did  she  offer oo  welcome 
"•Uwiadymotbcr?" 

"^e  nuMd  ber  beautiful  eyee,  and  spoke  to  one 
ig  the  group,  but  not  to  tbe  lady  motbcr — 
'tf  before  even  Mnmfield  could  open  bia  lips: 
'"ewliat  of  n  marvel  llinl,  you  must  confeW 
'  ^lie  adilrcs«ed  Couiiigsby,  1  presume  ?" 
**  Sbe  did.     Gradotaly  and  graccfuUy,  and  wiili 
^^cb  of  deprecatory  timidity,  blie  did  so :  there 
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was,  too,  a  momentary  ^rioking,  as  Iier  eyes  met 
Iiis,  fixeii  as  they  vrvn  upon  Iivr  Korcliingly  and 
gnivcly,  ulmo«t  hau^btily.     I  gucwed  something  of 
that  wliich  was  psmng acrow  her  mind  ;  for  standing  -";* 
Bs  he  did  in  the  deep  sliade — Maitsficld,  who  gt' 
]n  evvry  bndy'd  v^y,  being  tlien  in  the  way  of 
aun — and  with  tliat  touch  of  dis]>trasure  on  bin  brow^'^i' 
}ie  l>or«  a  startling  resemblance  to  Lord  Ilasling — -^x* 
ham.    So,  iis  I  said,  slic  spoke ;  but  he — lie  mercljf   ij 
bowed  in  reply,  and  drew  back  a  Blep,  »  if  to  avoicv  Si 
her  approach.     I  thought  his  taste  a  Mrange  one     -^i 
a»  he  drew  back,  tlicreforc.  I  drew  on.     It  occurre^^  "^"l 
to  me,  howeviT,  tlmt  I  wa»  bound  to  pay  my  devoir—^"' 
to  Lady  Meldon,  regularly  ii»talled  as  she  was^-^^-*- 
and  tifrain  I  a«oo»te<l  h«r.     Then  Munslield  cam*-  ^^ 
behind  me,  and  whispered  something,  and  fwrtliwiir  ^^  i 
he  passed  by  me,  and  flung  bimself  on  the  bencC-  "^  ' 
beside  Lady  Mvl<lon,  and  began  wondering  lu>&^^^ 
hermiu  mnu«i,-tl  thein«elirc«  of  old  in  iheir  Kulilurf^^^ 
and  when  there  were  no  newspapers  too;  and  talk'*"'^ 
of  bread  and  water,  and  cresses,  and  hair  »hiri 
and  naked  Lady   Meldon  wlictlier  she  would  m 
feel  very  odd  in  a  hair  shirt : — and  tlien  he  »uid  b- 
considered  grottot  infinitely  better  suited  for  lo 
making  ttiaii  for  meditation;  »omotfaing  waa  r< 
quired  to  warm  the  air :  tlial  for  bis  part,    wKr 
he  meditated,  he  liked  lo  do  so  in  a  library  chaii 
Mrs.   ManaKeld   reading  out  to  him  all  the  tii 
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"t  unired  tu  tliat  Mrs.  Mansfield  t«ad  cKarniingly 

'■'ODtUngcompowKlhtin  more  after  a  luinliluy'H  sport. 

-''«■>■  auTpriMd  Lord  Meldon  did  nut  like  liunt- 

"■i^.    Well,  he  would  try  to  force  tlie  taste  on  liim, 

'>o«  be  wu  fairly  settled  in  GIouceBtershire ;  and 

Uira  riffiiT     *  I  beg  you  will  not  foree  any  of  your 

*v«(n  on  Lord  Meldon,  Mr.  Man«field,'  from  Lady 

AffUon.    And  sbonly  af^cr  slie  rose,  {kale  ami  piti- 

'w,  and  put  ber  arm  in  that  of  ber  daughter,  and 

prepared  to  deprive  us  of  her  present*-.     With  a 

t>ow  tlie  moat  polite  poMiblc,  I  mdutcd  both  ladies 

*tt  they  pawed.  CoiiingsbydidnotexacUy  join  them, 

*>ut  he  kept  on  tlicir  truck  tolerubly  close,  cotuider- 

*ng  all  tilings;  aud  there  I  found  myself,  dull  as  u 

^uicb  vleeple,  wheu  the  bells  have  just  left  off 

H   "  But  MansRcld— " 

H  «  O,  ay,  Matislielii.— Weil,  1  A«ked  him  if  he 
^Vnew  the  guum  of  the  inroad,  an<l  then  tbe  iruili 
^^^Baie  ouL  L.'vdy  Meldon  had  caught  sight  of  me 
Mod  my  occujiation  from  the  dressing-room  window, 
■Uil  descended  and  seized  on  Coniiigsby  as  her 
**tort,  and  promulgated  tbe  a.Mouuding  &ct,  that 
*tM  wa>  actually  going  to  venture  into  ihe  grounda, 
^<K  as  it  was.  Mansfield  avouelied  titat  lii;  was 
P^etly  aatttfied  to  leave  the  sole  honour  of  at- 
tenj^B^  witli  Coningsby,  when  in  came  Mrs. 
'''uaBeld,  and  somewhat  in«uttuii»ly  enlightened 
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I,  ma^ 


I  ■  Is  tW  mte  of  a&in :  thercapan  be  sKp' 

her  finger,  be  nid,  like  the  koi^Desl* 
in  bis  kennel,  and  determined  Co  be 
fai  Bt  ifca  dath.  And  now,  Hubert,  jrou  hare  it 
■L  1  Wpc  yoa  «fll  aiiif—  that  I  bate  kept  ny 
■viA.  1  praHDMd  M  anke  lore  on  your  bi 
snd  1  hare  done  it-" 

••  Sa  it  voaU  appear.** 

**  Did  I  not  ^   *  ^n  am  raJa   enoagli, 
TCpcM  not?*     13a  jvn  not  admire  Uw  ciirv-cuiii((a? 
win  y«a  kave  wqr  mfe  of  tliem  ?" 

**  You  re*Uy  neaa   to  aswrt,  you  hare 
•cctng  a  pvt  all  aloi^  ?" 

**  la  «ae  aoae,  jrw;  in  anotlier,  no.  1  acted  a 
pait,  iiiaiiMiH  b  aa  we  had  decided  beforelioiid  tbit 
■  naremeat ca  aMW  was  rpfjui-site.  Thia  yon  imnU 
not  nake,  ao  I  did.  Itut  1  did  not  act  a  pnrt,  wbea 
I  gKff  Miss  Belleiste  la  understand  tbat  I  ibongbl 
har  very  iMi^tful ;  for  I  had  nerer  been  taan 
iboTOogbly  dalifr^trd  tn  my  life." 

"  Louia,"  catd  Sir  Hubert,  after  a  patiac,  "  I 
think  a  few  explanatioos  are  needed  here.  I  do 
not  sea  aa  dearly  as  I  cvuld  wish  to  do  into  tbal 
unmamgeabte  haul  of  yours.  Vou  have  nlwayi 
aeen  into  mine ;  you  bnve  nlwuys  been  uwant  that 
your  bappinesB,  next  to  the  bappinesa  of  toy 
child,  has  been  its  object  and  its  aim.  What 
I    bare  felt    in  regard    to  you  for    years, 
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'  tlil'-  Do  (KM  decdve  ok — la  mi.*  knovr  nil  tfa« 
"vili:  tot  the  sake  of  your  peace  and  mine, 
■pnli." 

'%  dear  Hnbert,  this  adjuration  gires  tae 
1^0.  Have  I  bean  indcblr^l  to  you  from  child- 
^,  l«  play  yon  &Uc  wlivn  yon  truHt  inc '/  'I'liAt 
"Kit ill  my  nature.  1  an  steady  tu  tlie  purpose 
■^  J  form— ateadter  still  to  that  pHnciplo  of  gra- 
HtDdc  which  Kas  rirelted  indisAolubly  tbo  fruterual 
^'-  1  waa  Itappyi  an  1  nid  ;  I  »aw  no  um  id  tx'iiig 
"ititTwisc ;  nettlivr  ooulil  I  exactly  help  Mag 
Sf))-.  Diit  let  the  bark  lighted  witli  my  wishe« 
''Iotas  it  will,  1  iittead  to  keep  my  hand  on  the 
">f'i,  that  I  may  take  in  the  sail  at  a  monietil's 
**Ruii|;.  In  ibot  case  1  defy  ibe  strongest  breeze 
*"  oretMl  me.  C>ive  the  s^al,  and  even  the 
Mbnm  shall  be  hauled  down.  There  is  my 
pge  r  and  Do  Grey  preeaed  uflcctioiiately  liia 
I'DlIier's  hand  os  he  ^oke. 

The  grasp  wiw  reiwrncd — "  What  if,  now  I  find 
pa  are  no  pintle,  1  eliou««  ibe  colours  should  Ay 
Mill?  It  natter*  little  to  me  whether  Lord  IIa»- 
Gagham  or  Coningsby  be  the  man  she  prefer ;  that 
the  has  a  preference  for  any  man  on  earth  is 
enough  for  me ;  I  cnrc  not  to  attempt  the   oo»- 

Ye«— but,  Hubert,  it  will  not  be  enough  for 
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Iter.      Destiny,  or  I^y  Mcldon,  will  mske 
marry ;  and  when  sbc  nuuHes,  sliv  will  love." 

"  So  much  tUe  betUr  for  liim  who  is  fortunate 
ttiiougli  to  become  lier  huabuul.  Or  the  atrenglh 
of  tlie  implieit  renunciation,  I  shall  take  the  lib«rly 
of  questioning  you:  for  tlie  sami?  rcasoiii  yon  will 
not  Mruple  to  answer  me  with  candour  and  liii* 
oority ;  reserve  or  rvfterva^on  ibcre  mtwt  b«  none 
Do  yuu  t»ve  Miss  nellei&Ie  ?" 

'*  I  Iov«  every  thing  that  is  beautiful^— iq  a 
way." 

"  Do  you  love  her,  Louis?** 

*'  In  u  dvgnx! — but  not  mailicnuitically,  fbr 
Bbalt  not  be  able  to  prove  il" 

*'  It  is  a  love,  certainly,'*  remarked  Sir  Hubert, 
"  that  knows  nothing  of  the  Htnii^ht  line." 

"  Nor  that  would  admit  of  bi.>ing  raemurcil  by 
square  inches,"  added  De  Grey ;  *'  iind  yet  it  may 
be  a  very  well-propurtioiiei(  love  after  all." 

"  To  tin;  point : — Are  you  inclined  to  pnnecu 
tlic  suit  you  hare  commenced  so  propitiously  f" 

**  Hubert,  you  are  deceiving  me.  Win  bei 
•he  in  worth  the  winning — and  1  will  be  the  fl 
to  wish  you  joy." 

■<  I  do  not  intend  to  win  her.  I  must  be  an- 
gwcre<);  it  will  be  bettor  fur  us  bolb.  If  I  atood 
apart,  wouM  you  follow  np  the  game  T' 
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"  Wliy,  ye« ;  in  that  case  I  «hoiil<i." 
"  Now,  M  by  yoor  own  confewon,  Louin,  you 
■ItW  Mim  EelleUc  in  a  degree,  may  I  ask 
">c  notim  of  a  porsercraiicc  so  drtenniiicd,  where 
I^H  nifficiiltin  will  encounter  you  at  every  lurii? — 
j^rUflaillies  of  tlie  henrt,  as  regards  tlie  la<ly  berwif 
''^iSnitties  less  sentimental,  as  regards  ibat  fastt- 
'''oni  anil  poaitire  person,  her  mother." 

"For  (he  fint,  1  propose  Ivttiitg  die  heart  out  of 
■A  dfficuliies,  aiMl  wiMling  it  romurd  on  a  mil-rood 
■•d  down  for  the  oocaaion — the  grooires  are  patent 
^^:  for  the  second,  we  sliall  more  so  fast,  (hat 
I  '^y  Meldon  on  her  carriage-roatl  will  never  be 
libJe  to  overtake  ns." 
^m  **  StUI,"  said  Sir  Hubert,  "  if  you  arc  not  fjuite  in 

^**e " 

"Quite  in  love  I  Now,  Hubert,  you  speuk  tbnt 
"'  diaracter.     However,  go  on  j  being  only  lialf  in 
**"«,  1  Btn  ready  to  hear  reason." 
**  Or  give  me  reasons,  perhaps." 
••  Certainly." 

■ "  1  with  you  could  prove  to  me  in  lliv  outset, 
^Al  tbia  purauit  of  yours  is  fair.  Doubtful  as  I  am 
"^  your  success ;  certain,  from  what  I  know  of  her,  of 
^«  opposition  of  Lndy  Meldon;  is  it  strictly  right, 
<A  entangle,  simply  for  your  own  amusement,  dit 
<ltf«  of  such  a  creature  u  Eleanor  HelleUlo?" 
"  1  have  told  yon,  Hubert,  I  mean  to  entangle 


— n«~v^-^ — iBii^iini    I—    wni    1^   T'nn 

sibU  tliat  I,  not  ahc,  may  liave  the  wor 

**  I1ie  firM  tnodost  thinff  I  on  reco 
liave  sail),  Louifl,  aiatx  you  Ivft  c^leg;e^ 

"  Fie,  Hubert !  a  libel  on  learned ' 
tide  wind  srnt  wliiKtling  tbroitgb  ber  gi 

"  At  nil  evctit»,  wlu-rcwr  tlit»  Budd 
wu  learned,"  replied  Sit  Hubert,  "  l 
to  know  why  you  apprehend  tbat  tlm 
sre  decided  to  pursue  will  paoa  on  ocitlh 

"  Beoiuse  tliere  ia  just  a  okanoe  tin 
dtoosc,  for  tJic  present  at  least)  notj 
HMUogtiaro." 

**  Strang,  ibat  bi'licrinj^  slio  lovos 
voluntarily  prws  on  !" 

"  Not  at  all.  You  a&ked  forrvDwniHii] 
liAvc  tlicm.  To  begin,  thvn,  from  ihm  \ 
I  nm  by  no  means  fond  of  Lord  Hnslin] 
but  1  forget,  l»e  is  to  mwry  Horatia.  I 
of  jealousy    against    liim— tlioM  thin 
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iitgUm,  m4  Me  who  standi  It^CAt,  trldn  ipan. 

Koir  it  strikes  me,  tJtal  one  way  to  ascertain  Uin 

tony  Wart's  cootent  will  be,  to  fall  in  love  with 

1^  bdy  wbo  ia  already  in  lore  with  him.     I  Mtart 

Mtiiniy  at  a  disadvantage  i  but  there  are  tliotc  who 

nntrire  to  give  cbccltmate,  although  adveiiturou* 

tiiQugli  Uy  coDUneoee  without  the  qiuen.    The  opi- 

oiut  of  such  women  as  Miss  Bellciale  aianps  our 

lliK;  I  wi«b  her')  tu  sbunp  me — sovereign  like — 

**Vi  though  she  may  protest  she  Iiaa  no  occaitioii 

^  mike  use  of  me  herself.     I  shall  drop  new  mo- 

^^M  from  the  mint  of  her  good  graces;  my  in- 

"imlitwa  rounded  off  at  a  touch,  and  looking  all 

^e  better  for  the  unfrttiiou  she  has  made  on  me. 

'^houhllike  her  love,  if  I  could  get  >t;  it  would 

^  ka  rloviiting  sort  of  love :  and  tliere  t«  nothing 

^W  I  am  in  waut  of  jiist  now." 

"  On  your  ownahowiug  then,"  said  Sir  Hubert, 

you  are  seized  with  an  irresistible  desire  to  play 

^^   rival  to   a   man,   who,  however   he   may   be 

^^ourcd  by  tlic  selection,  ts  evidently  unconscioua 

"*^  he  has  been  clio*en.     Will  not  this  unoon- 

*^DSDMa  deteriorate   fr«n    the    value    of   your 

"  Perhaps  it  may ;  at  present  there  ia  oo  help  for 

at.    I^rd  tlaslingham  has  a  talent  for  remaining 

anuit  of  tilings  it  might  import  him  to  know." 


^^^B^^^' 

•  Vw  ■■  at  aB  emto  take  ■rfrmtige  of  hb  ^^| 

*  1  ^  matmi  t>  tdk«  sdnuitage  of  his  abseoee,"  ^_^| 

MiDcGnr.m] 

pk-taDy.                                   ^H 

*T«y  4«nri 

iHlrijr  wd :  but  yon  biutMl  at  ^^^| 

^      ^■vCHi^daB 

«m;  aow  tbeo  tot  anotbcr."              ^H 

B         -IfadarvtiB 

■br  ptoMOK  ia  brmfcing  tbroogb  ^^^| 

^B      ifc^Mwi  friaa 

la  of  L^y  MdaMi."                   ^^M 

^1          aia  p^i(  E^iitk  70a  «iib  tB  aiiiioy  ^r  M^^^| 

■      mmkmrm^l 

^m 

■         -P-W.-:  1 

bleaD  wtaamanbtg."               ^^^H 

■         -b^^^ 

akMentloacl  the  manneurrer?"       ^H 

■         -SUattalii. 

MtMaofaUiMk.tbBtisall.-'      ^^1 

■          -A^farvte 

imMAewmMteewm?"               ^^^M 

^m          ■H«fcwt.t«ep«ttrtfflif  it  plaae  yon,  but  do  nor       ^| 

■      W«i«l«.    Y««i 

miamai  mt,  1  hope  ?"                    H 

^               -lUTCMtW 

•m&ea  of  nqiping  on.    Hare  pn       ^H 

r          mi3uiAnmoBtmu 

■ign  far  don^  so  younelf  ?**           ^H 

■*  Yce:  1  m  ■Bxivw  to  ptquc  Conlcgiby.  It 
■  lBeWbic««tebewMaboaL  HewiUbeln 
iW  vajr  af  kmiaif  it  oow." 

**  Of  Wftiiny  it,  boverer,"  nid  Sir  Hubnt, 
"  odIj  Id  wtwt,  if  yt»  are  to  go  oa  as  pro»- 
pMBorfy  aa  y«a  ban  begun." 

**  Tbat  dv|MiMb  m  enrnnitancw- 

**  Wby,  yon  aamt  both  go  on,  I  suppose, 
tbcT?- 
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**  Ti>fr«thf r !  O  no ;  wo  should  qiuirrfl.  I  bavo 
"0  winli  to  quarrel  widi  Con'iagtby.  Come  Ho- 
ocrt,  let  me  out  of  court;  arijourn  for  to-<)ay.  I 
•••ve  ((iven  you  a  compleM  analyaia  of  my  love." 

"  You  liavc  taken  it  so  to  pieces,  that  1  certainly 
"JO  aol  recognize  love  at  all." 

"  All  ri^it — lie  is  incog.  In  short,  lie  stands  at 
P^etent  cloaked,  like  Harlequin  in  the  ))entonriitn« ; 
vQt  be  will  sliovr  hiniMitf  a  very  brilliant  personage 
'I  the  end,  an<)  effect  divert  transformatlona.  I 
■^gin  to  see  a  number  of  pretty  things  Hubert,  I 
^*Bure  you.  Tim  same  lovo  has  a  special  kind  of 
<*»otinent  for  the  eye«s  similar  to  that  in  tlie  volume 
***  marvels  I  quoted  to  you  b«furc,  whereby  the 
^Vctous  individual,  whose  name  I  forgot,  di«cerned 
**«p  after  heap  of  gold  and  precious  stones." 
**  Uui  be  wished,  I  remember,"  said  Sir  Hubert, 
V>  lue  the  ointment  tn  a  style  other  than  Iwd 
"*Wh  prescribed,  and  tbe  consequence  was  most 
'^fonunate.  Koppose  you  should  become  blinded 
^  the  dangers  of  your  path,  and  be  puzileil  to  find 
y^>^  way  on,  or  baelt !" 

**  I  have  no  intention  of  going  back,  and  I  have 

K^^l  hope*  tliat  some  one  will  step  forth  to  guide 

"**  on.     And  now  for  Mra.  Pcrcival — tliat  twisted 

""■I  laming  combination  of  perfections  and  imper* 

f^tions ;  that  glistening  piece  of  movcjdile  patch- 

•»rk.    She  reminds  me  of  a  boa  coiwirirtor  sUidy- 

»ou  11.  I. 
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i[ig  uttitudcs,  or  a  chomeleou  balancing  iteel 
the  tight  rope ;  tbere  is  do  catching  her  colt 
her  deep  blue  turns  green  in  a  moment 
the  relief  of  the  eyes  that  are  looking  up  to 
See  if  I  do  not  bring  her  down  from  her  altib 
and  pull  her  in  with  the  check  peremptory,  i 
at  high  gallop.  Think  you  she  will  quoH 
the  occasion  any  approved  method  of  Mr., 
cival?  1  remember  her  of  old.  I  shall  leap  at  < 
amongst  tlie  flowers  of  her  rhetoric,  and  I 
marks  of  my  footsteps ;  let  her  overtake  me,  | 
ever,  if  she  can."  -  -       - — J 


CHAPTER  XXVII. 

"Let  me  ipeak  a  little." 

TwEcrrH  NiOBT. 

"  Thii  gentJemui  urill  out-t»lfc  ui  lU. 
Setting  all  tiut  chat  aside, 
Thu*  io  plain  tetmi. 

And  w  I  take  my  leate." 

TAHINa  OF  THE  SHBEW. 

*E  hand  of  the  French  clock,  in  Mrs.  Percival's 

l^^viiig  room,  stood  at  ten  minutes  to  twelve ;  and 

^   lady   occupant,    who   esteemed   punctuality  a 

^tue,  laid,  Boftly  yet  authoritatively,    the  ivory 

^t>ei  knife  in  the  midst  of  a  political  article  in 

**lackwood,  dividing  parties  rather  more  than  might 

^  deemed  necessary,  considering  that  their  divi- 

**Ong  are  almost  past  numbering  already.     There, 

**wever,  lay  the  knife;  and  there,  fresh  from  her 

**Udie8,  stood  Mrs.  Percival ;  somewhat  handsomely 

^^ed  for  a  sick  nurse,  in  a  richly  brocaded  silk, 

^Mch  bad  been  chosen,  she  said,  by  Mr.  Percival, 

L  2 


tmS^bt,  <rbeo  tbe 
dMin  ittd  Uft  ber 

(BMEnj  UM  lupcttia 

[WrkWncc.    Urn 

1  Mr.  Pemnl  coald  not  leleal  k 

faikepiaff.     Sbe 

I  ■ylBBWlKril; 
llo  pbee  an 
I  btl  «  •  aodl  tabk 
iDfifidli  pOlov.  toUl  bin 
piper  ta  bun  at  ber  rfl 
I  be  pofrctljr  stitL— Sboal 
M  pffcveal  die  bbtls  from  ilU< 
It  «^  ma^Ut  to  he  magry  with 
pwrdrngit  tb«ywere  batci 
m  (Wjr  ongbt.      No,   b«  « 
Bad  be  aet  better  take  the  ■ 
'?     He  ^fbl  dMp  beyood  tfae  1 
[b>  M  bke  HI    Peiiapf,  hDn-i-wJ 
■4  W  cmU  nqr  Ibe  bell  foe 
» abooU  fa^et  bow  tbe  time 
:  w:  itM  «w  iiapoiriUe.    Sbe  would 
U  «1I  events,  to  k«  if  be  slep^— 
0»  Qwjr  ihMU  MM  denU  ber.    And  tben 
bdf  aotdtofy;  um)  ane 
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'nore  of  tlie  pillow,  and  another  touch  of  the  cnr- 
twn,  and  then  she  went. 

Slic  wiM  mvt  in  the  hall  bj  Sir  Hubert. 

**1  congratulate  jroa ;  Pereival  wctnN  getting  on 
Admirahly.  t  looked  in  nii  bin,  lui  you  will  have 
hcurd,  while  you  were  talking  to  my  mother.  We 
*hal]  loon  have  him  installed  in  the  libnry — a 
proper  Mylum  for  invultdtt." 

*'You  are  very  kind.  Sir  Hubert,  Tory  kind  in- 
•leed,  1  often  retnark  l«  Mr.  I'crcival,  lliat  I  never 
KQvw  a  person  more  invariably  siixiotts  to  promDtc 
">e  comfort  of  others.  Thank  you,  he  is  much 
"«tl«r.  I  cannot  be  too  grateful  for  his  progress 
^*ratds  recovery :  Btill)  t  am  afraid  that  any  prtv- 
'Bkiure  movement . . . .  »o  much  evil  is  done  by 
•"ything  premature  on  the«  occfwoiis.  ....  your 
library  to  be  sure  is  deligblfully  quiet,  but  the 
"Mtur*  of  Ihe  accident,  the  stillnesa  of  poaition  it 
*'>jotns — Iwppily  the  sui^ona  and  I  have  never 
''Vd  miy  diflV'rence  of  opinion.  Do  not  suppose 
''uit  I  would  have  jirLitumed  to  set  up  my  opinion 
*K«iost  tbeir's  [  I  do  not  mean  that — I  have  a  horror 
^f  preiuminK  persons :  tbe  natund  anxieties  of  a 
^ife,  iiowover,  are  rather  unceremoniously  dis- 
''^garded  by  professional  men.  It  will  bo  a  delight 
^  me  (o  see  Mr.  Pereival  in  your  library,  when> 
*^<^  I  feel  Bflsured  he  can  be  moved  with  safety : 
'^o  will  make  a  world  of  his  own  amongst  your  books. 
I.  3 


cannot  all  of  us,  n«r«Ttheless,  oomman<I  i 
r^rcivBl'a  anxiety  to  linvc  mc  always  ^ 
my  <)iily  to  my  cbililrcn — forbid  too  prl 
incliilg<!ncc  of  tliis  retintnent  to  me.^ 
sIiaII  keep  Mr.  Dc  Grey  n-aiting.  I  Ml 
ilUbrcd  to  detain  any  iKNly.  lit  laeti 
detain  we  disappoint :  it  is  evident,  tliei 
wo  <lo  vmmg,  if  we  tail  in  tlie  fuI6Ini«n 
gagement."  I 

**  Some  appointments,"  said  Sir  Hub« 
"  those,  for  instance,  of  a  delicate  and  I 
nature,  are  all  the  better  for  bcin^  bl 
ob«erve  I  tim  in  tlic  mood  (o  arjrue — ■ 
lets  dej^re«  of  mixcliief  woul<l  b»ve  been  I 

"  Now    Sir    Hubert,"    rejoine<l    Mm 
smiling  in  tier  tuni,  *'  I  coutd  be  very  ' 
you  for  tliat  saucy  allusion  of  your's  j 
not  time  to  be  angry ;  wc  never  ougltt  tC 
for  that."  i| 

"It strike*  me,"  said  Sir  Hubert,^! 
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preoNltlgly,  « I  hav«  bcf^gcd  Mr.  Pcrdval  to  try 
^d  go  to  tieep.  !•  it  Mkin^  too  grL'<il  a  favour  to 
etitr«at  you  will  keep  tlie  political  RCjuib  for  ibe 
^eiiingf  ?" 

•'  You  cui  never  uk  too  great  a  bvour  of  me," 
Was  tli«  galfauit  reply  of  Sir  Hubert ;  "  but  Perci- 
Vftl  loM  me  tie  bad  bwl  nn  excellent  night ;  and  con- 
Mqnently  I  doubt  the  powiibtlit)-  of  his  Blcfpi»|{ 
with  t]i«  son  at  its  meridian,  and  every  tbing  in 
)f>arkl!n^  life  uboat  bim." 

"  At  for  tbe  iun,  1  linve  settled  thaL" 
"  Settled  tlic  sitn  !  "  said  Sir  Hubert^  b(if;li!ng; 
*'  tbe  farmers  will  be  much  obli^d  to  you." 

"  Tbe  farmer!  wer«  never  grateful  for  any 
**'eatlier  in  tbe  world,"  observed  Mr*.  Pcrcival, 
*^  riou»Iy :  <*  1  am  sorry  to  make  tbe  remark ;  for  in 
**tliCT  respects  they  are  a  most  estimable  race  of 
■^«ii;  110  cknracter  do  1  bonour  more  thau  that  of 
^«  Uue  old  English  yeoman:  still  my  rcgarti  for 

t^-uth Gootl  Heaven !    What  will  Mr.  Ue  Grey 

^I'inkofiDei'" 

"  I  left  bim  lounging  over  a  novel:  be  is  deep  In 
*n  ita  perplexities  by  this  time,  and  will  have  for- 
^oticD— may  be  be  pitrdone<l? — even  you." 

"  And  Mr.'  De  Grey  reiu!»  novels,  then.  I 
^•">ul(l  liavc  imagined  the  nature  of  his  avocations, 
'te  iiii()orunt  topic*  pressing  continually  on  his 
*^^»iiider8tUMi,  tbe  active  ^lare  he  lakes,  occasinn- 
L  4 


ai)  object,  be  !(  what  it  may  ;  b 
tion  ill  a  momviH." 

"  As  a  general  irutU,  1  am 
Determiitation,  aud  a  power  ot 
to  circumstances,  ensur*  necc 
covered  tliat.     Of  course  jmi  i 
moment  tli«t  1  npjirove  of  tlic  wa 
use  of  liis  knowledge :  1  cite  liii 
ample,  to  prove  tJie  oorrectnem  < 
haoie  way  tliat  1  bave  fieeii  §ei 
in  my  cbildreti's  exercises.    Nul  hj 
compilers  of  tliotc  l>ook«  miglit  a 
teiiUre  tliau  tlicy  are  to  tlie  nati 
Do  you  not  agree  witb  me  ? 
careful  in  r^ard  to  lluit  whicli  i| 
■ntsai  of  children. — Hut  f  was  I 
Grey.     I  rejoice  lo  bear  he  i$\ 
pursuit.     Ambition  is,  as  I  onct 
a  rery  gallant  kuight  errant;  b^ 
nn-iiir^dlv  In  tiiaaanj^M^^^MlM 


leen  fortuoate  enoagli  to  see  Mm  duHn^ 

'O  or  three  jrears ;  but  his  chsructcr  wu 

ben  we  bst  (wrtvd;  nnd  tlii-rt:  are  iitdicor 

nerer  deceiire  to.     Perhaps  I  oogfat  not 

lua  positively ;  (mr  knowled)^  of  chtuiic- 

icnsartly  be  limilcd  in  sdc^ce.    Never* 

r  ititiiitiun  which  stun<U  lU  w  nucfa  in- 

noM  eun  to  be  relied  on.    I  bIaII  make 

If  atiy  peculiar  notions  he  loay  entertain. 

him  in  a  quiet  way — we  all  require  to 

at  times ;  depend  upon  it  we  f>hali  join 

aet  in  concert  on  every  occasion  I  could 

sides,  L«dy   Mornin^ton  luid  1   Imve 

^  very  conSdentliilly  together;  and  for 

ningion'g  sake— a  person  whom  I  porti- 

rm — 1  may  odd  reverence — I  am  anxious 

be  of  service  to  Mr.  D«  Grey.    I  do  not 

you  in  what  way.     The  delMitc«  in  our 

lave  wo  will  not  prcstimc  to  be  lntere«t- 

;  you  muM  have  a  IJltJe  patience; 
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— by  not  goiii);  to  Mr.  Perctval — [i«  takes  so  c 
{nt«re*t  in  any  thing  conn«?to<l  witl>  politics, 
enters  eo  enthusiastically  into  cwry  thing  of  the 
sort,  that  tl»o  political  Hrtiel«  must  really  be  kept 
for  another  time.  He  will  feel  your  nltenlion  eqiuUf 
when  I  mention  it  to  Itim.  1  never  Torxet  to  non- 
tion  tliose  things:  it  is  one  of  the  minor  dutio  i^ 
do  BO ;  and  I  comidcr  minor  iliitte*  m  m  many 
pearb  clustering  lutind  the  large  ones." 

"  What,   metaphor  again !"  cried    Sir   UdIki 
laughing. 

••  Ah !  Sir  Hubert,  I  can  only  My  In  ay 
iler«nce,  that  it  mmt  be  th«  impimtinti  of  youi  pre- 
MHoc.  Hciivi'n  knows  1  have  nothing  to  Ao  f'u^ 
wiL  I  liiink  wit  dangerous.  I  cannot  itnifio' 
what  made  me  talk  of  seed  pearls.  O,  I  rcmcBlwr 
now ;  1  was  consulting  Mr.  Pcrdval  last  uigbtnboul 
a  pair  of  jK'arl  ear<riiig«  that  had  belonged  (a  ^ 
grandmoiber — rather  oat  of  Eishion,  as  you  nuv 
snpposc,  hut  valuable  to  me  from  associiition.  1  ^'' 
iwt  approve  of  such  associations  bving  tight!;  f 
gardcd;  it  ItaA  become  ido  much  the  habit  of  ^ 


1 


day.     J  ii»i«t  0»  my  chihlren  having  a  speoM 


veneration  even  for  tlieir  papa's  w»lking  atitk" 
those  little  s)'mpathies  cannot  be  taught  loo  BOto- 

"  But  is  it  not  the  nature  of  true  sympelliy  '^ 
oomc  untaught  i"' 

"  1  do  not  know;  I  seldom  analyse  senlimciii:^ 
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Wner  to  practne  iIuUm  Uiwi  to  <l[8Ct»a  tlivm.  1 
hovt  a  lionoT  of  vanity,  mental  ur  p«r»on«l,  to  to 
fpiak.  t  am  told  my  Georgians  will  be  a  beauty — 
1  auiEim  I  am  sorry  for  iL  Tlie  flattery  of  tlie 
*wlil,  1  am  afraiil,  will  injure  that  simplicity  of 
■^untter  wltich  forms  tliu  cbann  of  woman.  But  1 
^Ily  am  quite  luthamed — this  i*  tad  fromijtin^.  1 
"'uiil  find  Mr.  De  Grey  in  the  drawing-mom,  I 
^Micve :  the  air  of  tli«  hall  i«  charming  in  such  wea- 
iWr.  How  tastefully  tltoeeplanlaaTe  grouped!  Hove 
Covers.  I  wiiifa  t  comprehended  fully  their  delicate 
P^vpertim.  How  admirable  are  the  arrangemt-nts  of 
^src  !  L'nfortunately,  in  yet  more  im[>ortunt 
lliiiigB,  I  am  too  often  remin<le<i  of  my  ignorance." 
While  speaking,  Mrs.  I'erdval,  for  the  third  or 
fdurlh  time,  advanced  a  few  steps  ucros«  the  marble. 
"Allow  me  at  leoKt  the  honour  of  introducing 
fM :  you  have  been  a  sad  deserter  from  tlie  draw- 
room  of  late." 
"  What  couhl  I  <lo  ?"  said  Mrs.  Perciral,  appeaU 
tiigly.  "  My  sphere  of  duty  was  in  Mr.  I'erci nil's 
lick  chamber." 
"And  like  a  utor  you  wouhl  not  wander  from 

sphorff  ?" 

"You  are  right.  If  we  could  atl  of  us  imitate 
the  ext|uisite  order  maintained  in  heaven,  eartli 
would  I)e  a  very  different  place  from  vrloit  it  is. 
r.  I'crcival  agrees  with  me  in  culling  virtue  liar- 
1.  6 


lick  I 


v/as  discovormi  leaning  on  Ute 
drawing  fruin  it,  witli  altrujit  si 
cbordt  of  »  nuture  Bomewbut  <li 
wliicli  Uocbsa  would  liave  ockno' 
"  My  deur  Mn.  IVrnval,  my 
sible  of  ibe  bonout  ywi  coiifor  o 
wiUi  music." 

Mn.  I'ercival  oourtesiiMl  grac 
bowed,  nnd  in  pusLing  the  liorp 
simply  to  afford  himself  cgrc»«, 
foitb  a  volume  of  Muitd,  »ueh 
A   smile    was    excbanged    betw< 
Sir  Hubert  protested  be  would  I 
to  nakv  what  slii-  could  of  De 
vmre  of  lliv  baud,  w-ithdniw. 
"  You  are  f«n<l  of  m  usic,  1  |>cTcei 
"  I  am  very  fond  of  music,  Mai 
"  1  could  liave  pronounced  tlit) 
poor  QithcT,  1  have  lienrd  my  tai 
(III  inu'>ir.     1'a.tte  is  fn'qiieiitly  b^ 
un  instance  ail'ordm)  of  t)ii«  in  n^ 
Mr.  Pi-rrirnl  ba^M^^JMi^*^ 
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"  Encourage  liim  by  all  mcaiu  in  »  taMc  for  thv 
''Mrtct:  h«  will,  probably,  need  do  encourage* mvnt 
>i>  liit  tart*  for  die  beautiful" 

"  Now  tJierc  is  a  grave  sort  of  malice  in  that 

'vtnark.    I  tJull  puniali  you  for  it,  perhaps,  by-and- 

"y  :  for  the  present  I  will  Iw  imiulgcnl.    Not  tluit 

'  Would  have  you  fluppoae  1  cannot  allow  of  a  little 

fiT^ceful  badiiLage ;  I  urn,  1  suspect,  ratlier  too  fond 

of  it  myself." 

**  I  am  auxt  Itappy  to  hear  it.  But,  badinage  for 
*"e  present  apart,  may  I  ask  how  you  discovered 
*'*y  young  caiiAiti's  geuiuit  for  architecture'^* 

"  1  fear,"  suid  Mrs.  Percival,  with  an  air  of  heu- 
'^l^ion,  "it  may  be  Mmcwliot  difficult  to  explain  to 
yoti  tills  i  you  can  know  nothing  about  childreu'i 

*'  l^trdon  me,  I  broke  a  great  many  in  my  day." 

*'  1  have  no  doubt  you  did ;  but  Charles  is  not 

'*   the  habit  of  breaking  his  toys.     Wjth  respect  to 

^«  selection  1  am  moat  particularly  careful.     You 

^'low  Mi«8  Edgewortli'*  ideas  on  lluit  head,— all 

***r  ideas,  her  moral  onnt  a(  lea*l,  are  excellent." 

**  I  trust  she  has  no  immoral  ones  ?"  said  Ue 
Qrey. 

"  Min  Edgcwortli !— Immoral  ideas  t — I  cannot 

Uink  wliat  put  titem  in  your  bead,  Mr.  l>e  Grey !" 

"  Yourself,  my  dear  Mrs.  Perci\-al,"  and  De  Grey 

mde  a  low  bow. 

*'  Bikclinage  again  I    But  1  confewed  that  I  rattier 


long  accustomed  to  ittudy  MiM 
yoii  lOioulH  Kc  Chnrlea  at  liU 
Ills  arcboi — articulated  temploi 

"Teroplw  that  articulate,  t 
pics,  t)i«ii,  tliat  would  not  iui 
lliiiik  of  some  that  I  luivc  rislto 

"  You  liavc  probably  not 
to  wliich  1  allude,  or  you  htv 
otlier  toys  bare  supereeded  tlioa 
Wo  move  on  tlirough  a  drcle  ot 

"  Aitd  cunnot  get  out  for  cl| 
the  woru  of  it,"  wid  Pe  Grey. 

"  And  if  you  could  get  out,  I 
would  try  the  next  instau 
marked  Mrs.  Perciral. 

"  That   would    nil  dopen 
These   templeti  you  were   ta 
depend  on  uotliing,  as  they  liav4 
of  standing  up  for  themselves."  i 

**  I  called  them  nrticuiated,  I 
■tfltidcd  to  form  the  cdilia'.  hj 
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ip  hMdit  tlie  completion  of  lu4  labours,  tliat  Iw 
"■i^C  be  NbU  to  nM  beiiratlt  Uiem." 
"A  rery  natural  idea — and  probably  tlic  true 
*")«,  If  wecAuId  tnuialattf  literally  tbe  raiicjful  long^ 
"•giofcbiMhood." 

"  Wii^ncver  you  begin  scrioitsly  tlits  literal  trans- 
'^tioD,  allow  me  to  furnish  tlic  not«8:  I  will  dr&w 
****  By  recollections." 

"The  record  would  be  an  ajnuslog  and  an  in- 

^*^ng  one,  I  feci  sure  of  thai.     All  connected 

*  (li  cLildhood  conin  bomc  to  the  bewt" 

^    *■  V'erj-  wrong  of  tiic  heart  to  receive  so  many 

^*^<«ni,  nnd  th«n  go  out  and  leave  them  to  take 

*^^>e  of  themaelvet," 

"A  msui'i  been,  I  agree  witli  you,  is  somewhat 
^*~»ilic  in  its  nature." 

"  My  dear  madant,  you  slinuld  have  dlspoted 
^le  position  : — admitting  it,  you  reflect  on  Mr. 
^^etcinJ." 

'*  Mr.  de  Grey,  when  you  bare  known  me  lonjfcr, 
you  will  feel  tbat  bis  idea  t>  so  ucred  with  me,  that 
I  can  never  be  afraid  of  any  mutapprebciuion  of 
tti*-  kind.  You  and  I  bare  a  little  difficulty  in  un- 
derstanding each  other  just  at  first ;  all  begimiings 
m  [>erplcsiii|{;  it  ift  the  fame  witli  the  sciences. 
Kot  tliat  I  am  asdentific  person:  of  the  arts  indenl, 
1  Tenture  U>  ]>rof0«  myHclf  an  admirer — we  are 
permitted  to  admire." 
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"  A  doctnne  t  am  glad  to  be  confinned  in ;  there 
is  CO  often  occasion  to  put  it  to  prectic«.     But  we 
hive  turned  my  couitiii  Charlc«  into  u  dwaif,  and 
forgotten  liim:   lie  ationrs  litis   incipient  taste  for 
one  of  the   fine  arts,  probably,  even   in  buildin) 
card- houses." 

"  Exuctly  M — lie  studies  the  proportiona.  . .  ." 
"  Of  the  kinjf  of  clubs  in  particular,  perhaps." 
"Ah!"  exclatmed  Mrs.   Pcrcival,   «I    am 
matcl). ..."  . 

"  For  tlie  kin^  of  clubs  ?  you  say  truly ;  we  p^^  7 
you  homage  as  the  queen  consort  of  another  si»  S.  «• 
Let  uaappi'al  to  Mr.  Percival," 

Mrs.  l*erciTal  bowed  to  the  answer  of  I — ^* 
Grey.  "Gallant  as  you  are,  I  mast  not  prot«^'"^' 
against  tlie  compliment. — Talking  of  itiflcu,"  »-*** 
added,— 

"  How !  because  we  are  talking  of  lieartt  'f 
•*  No,  that  is  not  what  I  mean — but  it  has  octf — ^' 
sionally  occurred  to  me,  llial,  in  tliis  very  enligb^*'* 
ened  age,  wc  ought  to  be  ashamed  to  lend  0  * 
sanction  to  tItOK  grotesque  diftfiguroments  whi^^^ 
head  tlic  different  suits  of  car<l»." 

"It  is   lamentable    indeed,"   said    Dc    Gn;J^ 
"  •  Drest  in  a    Utile  brief  authority,*  ai»l  vc^^/ 
oddly  drest,  as  you  observed,  into  the  hai^n,  th^*.? 
busy  tliemselves  with  'sneh   ^lastie  tricka.'  tliO' 
■succeed  too  often  in  makiiiK'tbelossni 


thfyi 


I  weep.' 
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tekt  to  be  dear  to  all  of  m. . . .  Perliaps  ibe 
~  nt  I  experience  in  my  own  ilomiMtic  circle 
ider  me  more  ready  to  condema ;   yet  Millf 
10  drauDKtancee  does  it  appear  to  me. . . . 
T,    1  muu  not  weary  a  young  man  viith 
uiMJuoiu) — neither  am  1  fond  of  diitqiii- 
be  nature  of  tlie  subject  led  me  on." 
rt  tbe  cards — (he  kings  in  tlie  fancy  dressea 

I   you  not  propo«in|;  to  do  ■ometliing   for 

p 

Iftliing  can  be  done  for  tlie  kings  as  tliey 

y  dcur    Mrs.    Percivnl,    I    never  expected 

rot  from  you  :  and  if  nolbin);  otu  be  done 
kings,  and  as,  unfuruinately,  (li«y  can  do 
g  for  ibemselves,  oblige  roe  by  staling  ilie 
of  the  projected  reform  ?  Keform  is  a  tliin(( 
but  little  faitb  !n,  in  gencrul ;  but  as  wc  linvc 
rdfl  in  our  own  lianda,  it  i»  possible  we  may 
faooi  to  some  purpose,  and  even  tlirow  out 
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muxtm,  III  ihv  concluMon  of  one  of 
nwlo^ramas." 

"  Tnigwiy  call  it  mtber,"  siibjf 
cival,  "  for  I  presunie  you  alladc  t 
lutton  : — and  as  tn  the  Kcond. . .  .' 

"  Wl»y,  OS  to  the  second — 1  iiov< 
I    cunnot    undvraUiid.     I    would 
conmly  ;  a  tliiiig   <lcclainatory  ai: 
aifording  here  aiid  there  *  striking 
for  the  brusquerie  with  which  a 
and  then  forciKl  off  the  scene— I 
|>mon  door — and  a  ptslvl  >>liot  «C 
tanoe.     Liberty,  it  would  •eein, 
8t«adily  as  when  firenl  at.     1  am  j 
have  found  out  that  at  last.     But 
Rceiid  to  draw  for  the  vdilicalion  t 
ing  worW,  will  you  not?" 

"Ah!    Mr.  de  Grey,  I  Iiave 
necessary  attention  to  the  wi&lies  o 
my  duty  to  my  children — beaid< 
forgottgp  bow  to  draw :    1  hIiouUI  I^ 
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**  Mr.  Percirtl  ia  much  to  be  envied,"  remarked 
le  Grey. 

*'  He  is  happy  certainly  in  the  domestic  sim- 
iieity  of  bU  taste.  He  deligbu  wtiJi  mc  id  watch- 
ng  tlie  development  of  elmracter  in  our  children, 
lie  ilelaits  to  tjiem  in  familiar  terms,  as  they  are 
wvemlly  inclined,  the  most  celebrated  storiea  of 
UGJeut  histor)'.  Hie  Rctreut  uf  the  Ten  Tbotuatid 
ii  an  etpecbl  faroarite  with  my  younj^ect  boy, 
already  a  aoldicr  !n  idea." 

Swallowed  henbane  perhaps,  and  sees  erery 
tiling  in  scarlet?" 
"  Thank  you  for  that  new  way  of  describing  the 
iliuiry  mania :  I  am  always  grateful  for  new  i<leas. 
The  diflercnt  natures  of  poiMn,  and  the  varied 
effects  they  produce,  have  always  struck  tne  as 
amongat  the  most  perplexing  and  extraordinary 
secrets  of  nature." 

I  "  You  think  that  one  mode  of  poisotiing  might 
lerve  for  all  of  us?  Wc  were  talking  of  Kimplleily 
of  taste,  1  tliink — here  we  have  it  certainly,  in  all 
its  original  meaning — perfectly  omnipotent — all 
other  taate*,  liowevcr  prevailing,  must  sucntmb  be- 
fore It — a  abort  way  of  ending  the  motit  inveterate 
aqpiments:  we  should  both  of  us  linve  to  give  in. 
Bin  Mill,  I  agree  with  you,  it  is  desirable  to  be 
pot«oned  as  simply  as  possible." 

Here  tbcrc  was  a  i>ii»sc — the  poison  plan  had 
certainly  put  an  end  to  the  argument;  and  Mrs. 


«  My  dear  Mrs.  Pcrcivri,  I 
honoured — pray  go  on." 

Tho  nmbiguity  of  tliu  "go  on 
car  of  Mre.  Pcrciral,  kut  sIm;  went 
dial  wiu  ino«t  bmiliar  to  tier,  ai 
coroparJDg  yoii  with  tlie  picture  I 
poor  fulhor.  It  was  painted  cz 
modior;  bIic  wm  much  Kttuclicd  to 

**  And  aflection,  like  «  tatte  for 
mi»ic,  being  hereditary—" 

"  Now,  Mr.  De  Grey,  that  is  vei 
I  shall  Tvnlly  not  condescend  to  am 
cxj>ect.  I  sec  you  arc  a  very 
very  iLiogcroutt,  entnarinfr,  tormen 
vidua).  To  speak  seriously,  howa 
gr«ut  deal  to  say  to  you  ....  1 
privileg^f  ot'  relatioiuliip " 

*'  What  ]>ririlege  of  relationship 
ask?' 

"  The  pririlege  of  talking  to 
confidingly." 
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ttige,"  said  Mrs.  Percival,  "  I  consider  nbiolutely 
discresBing.  I  ulways  fee)  for  die  poor  liominc 
brought  so  mercileMly  forward  into  the  gUre  of 
llio  8tii|^  Inmpti ;  il  must  be  b  trying  situation  for 
a  woman." 

"  You  mean  on  account  of  (be  gas  ?  Very  over* 
powering  indeed,  I  should  tliinlc." 

•*  You  have  no  »endinent  in  you,  1  perceive,  or 
you  woukl  not  have  mt^undcnitood  mo ;  my  illusion 
«H  moral,  not  physical." 

■■  Moral  again  )  and  in  the  full  glare  of  the 
stage  lamps .'  ^Vliy,  we  shall  do  without  Misi 
Edgewoith  iu  tlie  end,  excellent  as  she  1*.  How 
deeply  ore  we  indebted  to  the  gas  t" 

*'  1  am  very  angry  with  you,"  said  Mrs.  Porci* 
ral ;  "  I  did  not  know  I  could  be  so  angry.  Do  I  not 
lo<dc  angry '(  You  are  one  of  the  incorrigiblcs. 
But,  in  regard  to  gas,  jest  as  you  may,  we  do  owe 
it  a  great  deal.  I  wiitb  I  understood  more  about 
gases  ;    I  am  afnittl   it   ts   a   xuhjcd    altogetlier 

ryond  me.     My  goveriieas,  tnileed,  u^ed  to  tell 
I  bad  a  tuni  for  chemistry ;  she  was  very  kind 
Aid  persevering ;  she  used  to  simplify  thv  terms  to 
me.     There  is  to  mndi  done  by  condescending  to 
the  ca]>acity  of  a  child — I  inculcate  that  even  in  tlie 
lery.     If  she  talked  to  me  of  the  crucible,  for 

Utnce — And,  cliild-bkc,  I  must  sometimes  bavo 
lied  her  witli  my  questions " 


iMM 


"  AMI  ■!«  VBijr  wwinpiuimn 

1  am  weak  enough  to  value  a 
tlicn ;  we  all  hove  our  wcakt 
Rcnrc4'ly  |)0«iblc  to  be  amiabi 
oomp  lime  lit  elerat«s  us  in  ou 
fen  OQ  U9  a  certain  degree 
inspires  us  irith  a  sort  of  allowa 
I  tvoiikl  confound  compliment 
b  a  di»liiicttun  between  tltem." 

•*  Just  90 ;  sugar  and  Ireade 
refined    into  tlic  liar^ini  and 
piecrs  for   evcrjday  u«t.     Yi 
be«t." 

"  My  dear  Mr.  De  Giwy^ 
you  go  on  talking  about  sugur- 

"  '  Of  linked  nwcctnese  loi 
mgar." 

"  Very  true ;  but  I  must  pi 
your  links." 

"  In  that  you  are  kind«r 
general,  who  are  fond  of  rirettii 

"  How  I  long  to  Bee  wu  Jo  j 


TUC   BHOAGEJIEKT. 


280 


nonaly Yoit  Hro  fortunittr  in  Ih'iii^  placed 

in  tbe  midM  of  »u  charming  n  circle:  (lie  fainiJiv 

gruM  exert  »o  beneficial  an  inflaeiice  on  tlie  bearL 

I  know  not  a  woman  whom  1  revere  more  tlian  I 

<io  your  ntotlier;  1  was  Myin^  so  to  Sir  llul>crt 

I  tlituk  your  niece  dunning :  and,  for  your  Wollier 

limwlf,  1  nerer  hesitate  to  declare  thai  be  is  the 

most  plcusiiig  man  of  my  acijiuuntuncv." 

"  With  the  exception,  of  course,  of  M  r.  PercivaL" 

**  What  !    another    of    tlio«c    iocompreliensible 

nniles  !      You   arc   v«ry  slrsnga — I   was   told   I 

tkonld   fim)  you  strange.      I   like  eccentricity  of 

cfaarnctvr — U  is  an  indication  of  genius. — Talking 

of  cliiiracters,  how  I  admire  Lord  Haslingliain  I   A 

*9Ty  lofty  penwD,  a  sort  of— —come,  you  really 

tQtut  help  mc  to  an  epithet  to  describe  him." 

"  *Cloud-capt  tower!'     Nothing  under  Shake- 
speare could  suffice  for  the  occwion." 

*'  lixcellent  !*'  cried  Mrs.  Percival;  **yes,heiN 
cloudy  nt  times ;  but  all  men  Imve  tlieir  peculiari- 
tiea.     How  beantiful  Horatia  will  look  as  a  bride ! 
liow  very  beautiful !     Do  yon  not  tliink  so '/    Can 
you  inform  me  why  the  orange  flower  should  be 
tbe  ornament  prescriptive  for  a  bride?      ^^'bat  a 
•trange  tiling  is  custom !     I  tell  her  I  must  posi- 
dvely  have  the  arrangement  of  her  veil.     I  remem- 
ber, when  1  was  married,  my  veil — it  was  certainly 
1.4  very  long  one,  and  1  was  much  agitated,  foolishly 


"  How  !  Mr.  PcrciTol  pntadg 
very  utirortuniit« ;  it  h  the  case 
most  men  when  they  are  married.' 

"  And   the   Hooncr  I   hear  it 
indeed  1  confessod  juat  now,  the 
pleased.     You  tliinit,  pcrhnp*,  ii 
Inatea  the  wish ;  be  tJial  as  it  nutj 
cunilid  I  am.     I   hold,  in  fitct,  li 
shrinking  luick  frflin  trutli,  in  our 
courae  with  c»c)i  nthrr,  i«  Ute  lir 
hood  in  action  — I  My  in  actiooj 
are  ne   induced   W   compromise 
However,  wc  were  Kpc-akiii^  of  I 
I  WM  going  merely  to  nisure  yoi 
matice  apart,  which,  by  the  wayJ 
your  best  to  deserve — I  approve  o(| 
early ;  I  constantly  wiy  *o  to  Mr, 

**  Wlicn  did  you  make  llic  ro 
Perdval  ?  A  great  deal  depends 
date." 
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"•Ileraeirthefairesi  flower!"*  saM  Mr*.  Prr- 
vni,  wntimentall}-. 

"  You  take  lier  beauty  upon  trust.  How  very 
Itbd  of  you  !*' 

"  I  know  you  will  marry  a  rcry  brautirul  person; 
I  km  sure  of  it:  I  feet  you  are  iin  admirer  of 
binty." 

"  I  am  happy  indeed  that  you  fe^rt  it.  Could 
'we  be  a  more  fitiing  moment  for  commencing 
■^  taming  plan  ?" 

"  II  will  take  more  time  tJian  I  on  alTord.    But 

*"  return  to  tlie  interesting  Horatia.     It  strike* 

"■^  thtl  at  limefi  ^lie  U  lew  lirely  than  usual.     An 

""ow^lc  and  amiable  gravity  this,  and  extremely 

"**»i|>liiDeniary  to  Lord  Haslingham.'* 

"  Infinitely  eompltmontary  to  Lord  Haslingham. 
tiau  he  may  appreciate  the  compliment  as  it 

^B  **  1  adore  wiisibility :  it  is  a  sort  of  exquisite 
^^**pcry  thrown  round  the  virtues." 
"     "  Exactly — a  gomamer  scarf,   to  prevent  them 
**ttlibig  cold  when  in  full  dress.     Ornamental  all 
''**  while,  and  you  can  see  the  outline  ihmugli,  ju«t 
"t  Mrae.     And  tliis  sensibility  you  think  sets  well 
L  «i  Horatia  T 
^H  "  I  4I0.      It  renders  her  altogether  cluirming. 
f      Still,  if  the  dream  of  the  imagination  be  indulged  in 
loo  loog— " 
vol.  n.  u 


"  Ho  you  love  the  chaae 
chase,  if  I  may  still  renture, 
any  thJDg " 

"  You  may  venture  any  I 
desT  Mn.  PeravaL  Let  m 
meansi  now  we  bare  done  wil 

"  I  mention  these  floating  i 
to  draw  forth  the  ideH^  tt  otl 
men  talk;  that  it  the  waj 
formation — thepleMsntNt  w> 
much  humQity  to  attach  any  i 
ideas.  I  should  be  sorry  yot 
I  dislike  display.  Indeed,  w 
guarded  on  these  pdnta,  Mr. 
me.  The  chaaei  then>  as  you 
(pinion,  I  consider  at  once  a 
sion.  It  is  an  instinct,  becaus 
dieted  to  the  diase " 

"  Yes,  all,  as  yoa  observe. 
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in  tl)«ir  padis.  Tli^  rrd  cnst  tliey  prnbubly  His- 
ftou  wiili:  bat  wr  can  rofvr  to  Homc  of  niy 
Votluys  choic*'  volume*  of  cii»tinnt>«." 

**  Your  reftrfcnoo  to  cmtuiiKs,   wiekpd  as  it  i«, 
Irin^  to  tny  mind  tliut  bnuttfiil  picture  of  tbe 
fcriHt,  which   Sir  HulK'rt  was  Hhowiitg;  mc  yester- 
day; nnd  it  14  n  ruitural  transition  liack  to  tlic  «ub- 
ha  fan  u-mptwi  mv  to  cpiit — I  allttife  to  our  dear 
Hmtk." 

"  Oiif  dear  Homtin  V 

"You  will  allow  me,  I  trust,  a  ihnre  In  her?" 
**•«!  Mr*.  Pereiral  looked  pleadiuifly  iii  l>e  Grey. 

"  llie  application,  1  «u«p<'et,  ought  to  be  vaiulc 
^*  Lord  HiMliiiglinm, — as  they  say  in  tlicoc  ifpecu- 
^**iig  times  when  you  contrive  to  get  to  tlie  wrong 

"  i^^peculniion  will  be  tti«  bane  of  England,  I  iim 

'vaiii     1  Hhuuld  like  to  ]ia<re  the  Imiefit  of  your 

VMbim)  on  that  point.     Of  coume  it  ia  a  subjeL't 

^^iBpletely  beyond  ray  Umited  sphere  of  obfterva- 

^^;   still,   from  tlie  eoiiversatioa*   I  ocoutiniiully 

'*old  witli  Mr.  Percival,  1  feel  an  inierot  reg;ar(ling 

*t  lliat   I   cannot  altogether  repreiM.      Steam,  in 

^tielf  a  mml  wonderful,  and  I  may  a<ld  a  terrific 

^eiit — for  Htearo  and  speculation  always  seem  to 

*e  to  go  ro§^ther — " 

"  And  Horaiia,"  said  De  Grey,  "  in  herself  a 
»Pry  beautiful  and  attractive  person — Horntia  and 

M   S 


juu  HH  uu,-  H}Mn«d  Mrs 

"  however,  we  urjlj  Jismtw  Uh 
^  Tlic  safcty-valvff  was  Aw 
Mt  invention,'*  gmveljr  rema 
"  I  often  tliink  if  wc  could  I 
every  thing,"  Mre.  PoriHval  U 
"  Or  ttfety  liunps,  for  wnll^ 
witli,  when?  tliey  say  llio  sir  ] 
Ves,  tlic  safety  limps  arc  induJ 
"  Ah  !    tfaofle  jMwr  mint-rs  U 
jnt  at  tlioif  pjpen»c.     Can  iia 
ploraWe  (ban  llie  aocounu  we 
in  (he  quicksilver  mines  of  Ii 
tion  made  such  a»  tmpn>s«lon  ) 
time  I  had  aii  extreme  reluctai 
•ilver." 

"  Quicltwiver  itself,  if  I  i 
equally  reluctant  to  Iw  tniidied 
I  conceive?*'  , 

"  TJie  theory  of  mutual  aren 


245 


"  TIiCTP  will  be  aay  tiling  but  mutual  aversion," 
rvmarlictl  Mrs.  Percivol,  "  in  tlie  Hi-licate  nffiiir  we 
vera  nlludin^  to  jUHt  now." 

"  Stnun  or  the  tiage  Isnps,  or  botli,  or  any  lliing 
tiw,  msdam !" 

"  Ah !  you  men  alwuys  lovo  a  little  bantering, 
*hen  a  cnarmgc  U  un  tlic  tupis.  Vou  are  rmlly 
'try  plejuanl — ^ju»t  what  I  cxpvctcd  to  find  you — 
t>ui  I  positively  will  talk  of  your  iiiocc  nnd  Ixirtl 
Hulinghain.  For  my  own  \ttitl,  1  almost  consider 
f  omtia  too  young  to  marry.  Poor  thing !  to  be 
*^>igTaeaed  ao  early  with  tJie  cares  of  the  world  '. 
^Jw  duties  indeed  become  our  ptensiires  —  the 
**«'arrtt  pleasures  of  all !  Heaven  forbid  that  a 
^^^jiatD  more  especially  should  ever  (ail  to  find  it 
***  *-  Still  sho  is  so  vcrj'  young  und  gay-hearted, 
^^il  Lord  llaslingham  is  rather  irapcrious— ^f  a 
"^^lurr  somewhat  exacting.  Wc  do  fall  in  with 
^■><nc  exacting  nxturiai  sometimes." 

"The  first  thing  she  has  said  to  tlic  purpose 
Vw,"  thought  De  Grey.  "Shall  I  follow  my 
'^necD  of  hearts  in  her  lead,  or  is  tbta  a_fiiieue  after 
»1I?" 

'*Do  not  mistake  me,"  continued  Mm.  Perciviil, 
tawering  involunbirily  the  thought  of  De  (irvy  ; 
"ladnire  Lord  Haslingbam infinitely"— ["Then," 
— sndi  was  iJie  resumed  tenour  of  bis  thought — "  you 

Al    0 


to  be  80.    I  have  consented,  at 
— Mr.  Peroival  being  so  ^  coi 
I  trust,  to  improTG  ^m  day 
ber  to  the  master  of  tlie  oera 
tenham." 

*<  And  prajr  wben  doM  11m  1 
DeOrey. 

"  Oil  I  after  Mr.  Peroinl  m 
I  said,  perfectly  oODTaleMmt' 

"  Ib  the  ball  mudng  fi»  tit. 

"  I  ondentand  yon.  Yoo 
are,  at  my  way  of  fizii^  its 
idea  how  women  are  led  by  tin 

"  ExGiue  me — I  hare  verj 
that  head,  and  intend  to  tai 
knowledge  some  day  or  odwr." 

"  Do  you  expect  me  to  bdii 
Percu'al,  arclily — "I  am  sceptit 
I  am  BO  now.    However^  to  ttn 
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rortunate  lUTidrnL     Codd  you  but  luvv  nti  iilou  of 
•Imt  1  liara  suffcrrd,  ortrf  wliat  Mr.  Perciral  liu 
nflcr«d  nbo  1" 
"  I  can  undenbind  (wrfoctJy  what  Mr.  Percivol 

**  You  net  (>erliap«  with  a  ^iW  aocklciit  your- 
viti    Did  it  take  you  very  long  to  recover?" 

**  Pardon  ine ;  I  have  noi  had  the  pniiifiil  boiirfit 
of  Mch  e-t()erience  as  Mr.  PerdrelV* 

*'  You  liav«  a  knowlediKe  of  surgery  then  ?     Vou 
'oolias  if  you  had  a  kpowledge  of  every  thing." 
"  I  enter  a  protcKt  imroediatcly  :  I  Icitow  nothing 
y^i  about  the  ball." 

"  1  caitnot  tell  you  the  exact  day — somewltere  in 
^^  *¥vit.  Have  you  not  seen  it  anDoiiiioed  ?  'I1ie 
**»Ui  oarer  forget  ihiles,  tlioiigh  1  6o." 

"  1  wwb   vre  could   forget   tJte   dates  of  mhov 
^^tJier  IA\U  it  fawi  been  my  furlune  to  «ec  (kassed  in 
■**y  day." 

"  You  are  very  uukiiHt  to  the  Parliament — 
you  dwuld  paUonixc  it  ua  tlie  aceno  of  your 
•boceat." 

'^Patrotiixe  the  Piirlbineiil  I"  uud  I)e  Grey  to 
aineetf:  "site  will  beat  me  hollow.  SUe  lins  the 
Ulant  of  coming  so  suddenly  round  an  aufjli',  that 
<ite  tnkea  away  your  breatli  and  knocks  you  <lown 
nt  the  same  momenL" 
"  As  llie  Uii-dtrc  on  which  you  propose  to  div 

M    4 
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ywRKlf  yet  more,  I  taoat  stand  up 
1  fcave  a  sort  of  Ukiog  for  it — not  politt* 
ally — poGtics  mn  beyond  me — but  I  am  fand  ofil 
fmiir.  Perciral-inke.- 

**  Tha  ii  the  fint  ticne  I  ever  bewd  of  a  pet 
Sameatt''mA  De  Grejr;  •«ibe  office  of  bladt 
«3  of  ematm  be  a  doeexn ;  wtd,  doubtleat,  jroo 
will  petJtioa  ibr  sa  extra  bt^day  or  two  ?     Yoa  will 
lecare  onr  giadtade  for  tret." 

**  Ao  cMKr  tUn^  I  inagtne,  tfaan  to  secure  yom 
(or  a  mnaeat.     Tbis  fa«d]  iriU  luckily  not  inlerfei 
wiib  Mr.  MaasfielcTs  Fancy  Fair.     We  oball  ba' 
'■■pie  verge  and  room  eaouf{ti'  for  botb.     Do 
afywie  of  Fancy  Fain  ?" 

**  I  Ska  tta  far  Fancy.  A  aorl  of  play-gruund 
wbere  sbc  can  walk  about  and  pick  iip  a  <rariety  of 
pTFtty  artidet  io  a  moment,  and  tlirow  down  tbe 
■tails  if  sbe  pleases  tbe  raomeut  after.     I  suppoae 


of  it 

yon 
wiU 


"J 

«•  oMUt  not  do  tbis  at  Mansfield's  Fancy  FalrH 
Win  y<M  tnach  me  a  walk  for  ibe  occasion  ?  I  pr»-^ 
misc  to  step  arcfnily  a  wbole  week  aAerwards." 

■^  I  am  fully  sensible  of  the  value  of  tbe  bribe, 
but  I  bave  oiber  tbinga  to  do  at  present.  Hontk, 
1  an  ili»imliirid — for  tbc  sake  of  otlwra,  1  mt- 
ure  oa  b»^  decided  now  and  tben— 4ball 
wry  beautiful  at  tbe  ball" 

**  Sbe  will  not  dit«tppoint  you,  I  am  sure. 
tpibe  wbh  vagQ?^ 
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"She  willies  notliing,  for  fiiie  knour»  noUiing — 
it  hna  nil  been  ansngetl  b«tvre«ii  I^y  Mornington, 
Sir  Hubort,  iind  me.  We  tliink  that  a  little  gaiety 
will  do  her  good.  A  little  gaivtyi  when  the  Rpiritt 
are  suffVring  under  llic  dcprcmioii  coit»ei]uenl  on 
over  cxciU'Rient,  u  .  .  ." 

'*  Ah  refreshinf^  as  soda  wnter  arter  a  gallop  in 
the  timsbine,"  interrupted  De  Grey. 

"  I  dislike  aoda  water  excessively,"  said  Mrs. 
Perciral.  "  Mr.  Pcrcivul  br|^  mo  every  now  uiiil 
tbcn  to  taste  ii~^o  oblige  him  I  do." 
^B  "  That  is  very  kind  of  you  I  am  sure." 
^H  "  All !  when  yon  are  married,  you  will  leitrn  tlie 
^Kiecessity  of  these  triBing  condcticondeiices  to  the 
I      ojiitituDs  of  each  other.     It  is  my  anxious  dewre  to 

tc  kind  to  every  one." 
^_     "  ]   feel  certain  of  tb&L     Accept  my  gratitude. 
^|t)r  mutit  we  hare  a  debate  on  the  appropriation 

clause?" 
\  "  That  must  depend  us  to  whctlier  the  applica- 

tion be  ill  the  6trtct  senoe  of  the  word  appro- 
priate," observed  Mrs.  I'ereival.  "  But  to  the 
Subject  under  discussion :  I  mean  to  choose  the 
drew  for  Hurutia.  I  fUilter  mysolf  1  have  some 
lute  in  those  things:  here,  a  woman  may  allowably 
praise  herself  a  little ;  she  is,  in  fact,  boiiti<l  to  en- 
courage (he  graceful  vanity  that  rt-nders  her  luix- 
kius  to  adorn   herself  for  her  husband.     I    shall 


-'  my  uetir  inn.  rerciral," 
sudden  eamestneas  of  manni 
favour  to  ask  of  you." 

«  Demand  it  by  all  means, 
ciral  gradoualy ;  *■  ibere  can 
aball  grant  it  with  abcrity." 

"  It  is,  tlwt  if  you  can  poa 
1  know  the  Talae  of  your  tia 
tend  mine  too." 

Again  Mra.  Penaval  langhc 
Grey  joined  in  the  laugb. 

M  We  ahall  nerw  get  to  the 
length  she  said. 

"  Undoubtedly  not,  we  mm 

"  But  I  wished  to  explun 
you  are  much  interested  in  I 
not  forget  to  exercise  a  proper 
lance.    Her  situation  in  regard 
is  one  of  great  delicacy :  and  i 
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to  Lord  MMliiif(liam :  bt  k  s  umn  to  iiit[iire  <)i>roted 
ntUfilunent.  Aji  I  «k)-  to  Mr.  HltcivsI,  1  bnre  a 
wn  of  inUiltioa  wtiidi  VrW*  me  wlieii  |i«oj)le  are 
nMy  In  lovo.  1  rcmsmber  when  1  was  in  love 
iajac\(:  my  own  experiences  I  hope  to  reitdrr 
anllable  to  Horatia,  pre{>aring  ber,  as  I  intBOtl 
to  <lo,  for  tile  sacred  obligations  of  married  lifo ;  for 
u  poor  Mr.  Percival'ti  accident  has  tiirowii  me  nii 
intruder  on  the  kospibdity,  the  time,  and  tlie  iit- 
tvntion  of  Sir  Hubert,  I  cannot  bettor  show  my 
MDM  of  his  kindness  iWi  by  exerting  in)'«clf  for 
tka  tiit«re«fai  of  bis  daughter — preparing  bar,  as  I 
Iiaro  auidi  to  bucomo  a  bappy,  a  beloved,  a  confid- 
ing wife." 

"  Lortl  Haslingham  will  be  itnincaaiirably  obliged 
In  you,  I  ain  i<ure.  You  have  perhaps  taken  more  on 
ywu  luuids  than  you  are  aware  of.  I  repeat,  Lord 
HuaUngliain  cannot  be  sufficiently  grateful  to  you." 
"  I  feel  indeed  lie  will  give  me  credit  for  my 
pliumlile  efiorts  in  li!s  service.  Wo  will  keep  an 
invisible  guard  over  his  precious  jewel  at  ilte  Wl. 
foa  ohMTve  how  readily  I  associate  you  in  tlie 
■ :  men  aro  so  sinpidous  of  other  man's  ntuvc- 
'  BMiila,  tliat  on  these  occasions  1  think  tlii-ir  eu- 
openUmn  invaluable.     Together . . .  ." 

"  .\y — together,  wo  mny  defy  ibc  world.     Out 
Mr.  Pcrciviil,  what  will  ho  do  without  you?" 
'  'I'luit  is  inde<:<l  (lie  only  drnwlmck  ;  but  those 
u  6 


enjoy    Uie  sAciety    M  UWy 

Murriiiigtoii  i«  charming  in  a 
<leligltiful  l>enioti  she  roust  h 
GffUAhecl  Iter  spirit !  She  hu 
beaut)-.     Mr,  Pordval  often  a 

"  Tbv  t&t  a  me  will  enabl 
verify  the  ojtinion,  ua  thv  cane 

*'  Unforluuulcly  tliv  Fitnc)^ 
from  h'ii  «>idc  even  before  die  I 
iiistanee,  Iriendsbip  and  couna 
Absence,  so  in  ibe  otber  will  chl 

"And  Mr.  Mansfield," addcdi 
field  will  be  very  Itappy  at  his  i 

"  I  trust  he  will;  tbe  consoioj 
to  mttke  otliors  happy — tliat  od 
always  %o  deli^biful,  uid  whij 
sweeten  to  me  iJie  Morifinisj 
doubtleM  liuvc  n  cheering  clfed 
now  jiromiM-  that   you   will   a 

r.  Mansfield    would   hear  i 


TIIK  ENGAGeMENT. 


233 


*'  Seriously  tbougli,  we  shall  liavc  a  number  of 
pretty  tilings." 

"  It  ill  ttic  pretty  tliinga  tliat  prevent  our  being 
tcrioiu,  1  am  afraid." 

"  You  will  admit  nt  least  that  lliere  is  no  occa- 

non  to  be  nrrious  at  a  feir  I     Purcbatte  you  muat 

ftnd  shall — you    will   se«    plenty    of   ihin^   that 

>au<nuiu     I  bare  been  consulting  Mr.  Perctval; 

tl'ne  little  consultation!)  liave  beguiled  tmmc  it  the 

Piousness  of  a  sick  chamber.      Do  you  under- 

(bnd  embroidery  ?     I  promise  to  give  you  a  peef) 

B'  totnetlitng  wliicli  Mr.  Pcrcirul  flatters  me  by 

al^ng  very  beautiful ;  it  ts  unique  eerlainly.  Good 

"^ven !  another  chime  !    If  I  do  nut  run  anay, 

^"'  Hubert  will  tliink  I  huvc  iibsolutcty  deserted 

y  post,  and  will  find  his  way  up  slitint  with  the 

PoJitj^l  paigplijft  nfur  all:  and  now  I  think  we 

''"ve  «iUed  a  great  deal." 

**  A   great    deal  indeed,    for   we   ownaged   lo 
'llfi  even  die  eoda  water.     Remember  me  to  Mr, 
«»-cival." 
*h\a  tiiey  (urtcd. 


CHAPTER  XXVIII. 

"  Dei. — My  lord  i<  noi  mj  lord :  nar  Bbonld  I  knon  kaa,  i 

Vi'en  h«  in  favaur  bs  in  humour  Btiet'd. 
■  *  •  «  ■  « 

T  WFIH 

Arraigning  his  unkindneu  with  my  sout ; 
Bill  now  I  find,  1  Uail  suborn'd  tlie  wilnt'ss, 
Arui  lie's  indicted  fiilscly," 

OthclLu. 

"  luge. — Being  here  together." 

•  ■■•■•• 

"  //f/.— Mine  own  and  nol  mine  own. 

MlDlVMMER    NiOKT'a  DBEAH' 


"  Jul. — Known  too  lalf.'' 


'  1  have  il." 


RouEO  ANn  Juliet. 


T.tMiNa  OF  THE  Shrek, 


A  Nil  liow  liad  site  been  employed,  of  whose  iti*" 
erectly  ■arranged  wedded  happiness  Mrs.  Perd™ 
prophesied  with  such  fluent  satisfaction ;  and  oi 
vvliom  Du  Gi'cy  thotiglit  bo  anxiously,  fecHug  tole- 
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ly  well  convinced  tliBl  die  Jiappiness  couM  never 
^be  urrangeii  at  all  ? 

Uer  rerjr  soul  liail  beeti  sltaken  wilbin  Iwr ;  aad 

^krvry  fibre  was  (juirenng  (>tiU — quivering,  as  itn- 

^■riHtitiin  after  inipreseion  (unik  down  in  its  gloomi- 

^fcns,    mixing  (turkiMWii   and   Hulloculiun    witli    tlie 

Muteness   of  pain.      Sho    luul   read    to   tlte   end, 

«vcn  lo  Hit  Mignaturv,   diat  rvcord  of  a  haugbly, 

•  (Urtrustful,  yet  loving  bvart.    Slic  oonttniKd  to 

^  on  tlie  couch  where  lUie  bad  originally  placed 

hereelf,  and  tlie  warm  air  came  .iiid  flulierei)  ibrotigli 

the  pages  us  iliey  lay  spread  upon  her  knee ;  cn>- 

.  of  tliose  burning  siglia,  under  who«o  influence 

hey  had  been  indite<l. 

is  hardly  possible  lo  descrii>e  the  conflicting 
of  the  emotions  that  nia»lere<l  her,  as  slatue- 
Ite  she  sBt,  overpowered  by   the  sense  of  some 
t'xcraordinury  shock— of  some  strange  and  inex])lt- 
Cablc  sorrow — of  some  unaccountable  change — some 
^tUDUinj^  removal  of  the  beautiful,  the  soft,  tbe  de- 
licious, and  the  dear ;  and  in  its  place  ibe  apparition 
of  the  haggard,  tiie  stern,  the  appalling,  and  tJie 
abhorred.     Hhe  had  been  wafted  over  down,  and  slic 
had  descended  suddenly  on  spikes  of  iron.     The 
^jonfiision  cleared  away  only  to  sliow  bcr  nil  tlie 
^■esolateuess  of  the  position  in  which  she  found 
^erwlt 

'llie  power  of  thought  succeeded  to  ihc  fiicuhy 
ofseiksiilion.  She  ro«e— she  walked  toanilfruJu  ihat 
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wliuiry  eliiinlwr—slie  paused.  Wbose  voice 
(the  lieard  in  tlte  liall  ?  Who  wag  It  tliat  titrnnl  and 
whistled  to  Ftdo?  But  be  pnuucd  on — lie  vtm  gone. 
— Aad  LoUK !  O,  could  slio  but  »ee  Louis  1  Conld 
die  but  flinu  hcrwlf  into  I»i*  arms,  and  sob  avray  htr 
sorrow  and  her  roul  I  Oli !  why  had  shr  rcpnkcil 
bim?  Alas!  she  had  not  tlivn  n-ad  tlie  tCTribl« 
letter.  Louis  I — how  !  and  wa»  ihe  bidden  to  Mcri* 
ficc  ihe  companion  of  her  thildhood — the  confidant 
of  all  lier  ho])c«  and  fears  till  now — the  more  than 
lover?  Lover  1  Lon!  Ilnslinghamher  lover  t  Wlten 
had  he  become  90  ?  Was  she  in  a  dream  ?  I  lad  the 
time  been,  when  they  had  sal  liuniliarly  together; 
when  he  had  looked  into  her  eyes,  and  called  hiio- 
aelf  happy  ?  Had  the  time  been,  when  she  bad 
b«en  contented  to  leave  her  liand  io  his — when  she 
had  siifTercd  tiic  approaches  of  his  tenderness,  and 
acquiesced  in  tlie  pleadings  of  his  pncsioii  ? 

Were  it  pouible  he  could  pretent  himself  to  her 
now?  She  shudd^rred,  even  while  she  felt  It  wai 
impossible.  He  her  lover  !  Was  tliis  the  way  liai 
men  love<l  ?  He  blam«d  her  for  boin|{  that  wliieh 
Nature  luid  made  her.  He  distniaied  her  at  erer^ 
turn— lie  trampled  with  tymnnous  6tcp  upon  the 
as8ovi.atioiiH  which  lie  found  cttn}^n]i;  round  her  fe«{, 
making  her  patli  beautiful.  Why  had  be  cImmii 
her  ?  He  had  seen  her  as  she  was ;  she  had  itted  iw 
disguise  before  him.  How  was  she  to  brmlhe  In  the 
shadow  of  that  gloomy  presence— slie,  who  had 
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walked  ei-eronid  sunb«anu?  Protu),  |iitttcs»,  itiid 
tteni — Aid  lie  tliink  iti  an  ineunt  lo  Lay  (lie  chain  un 
ber  fancies,  her  feeling  aiitt  lier  will  ?  O  Heaven  ! 
iliU  ihey  bad  never  met !  She  clasped  her  Iian<l9  in 
bcf  strim^Uag  lielples&iicss,  aod  looked  up  to  the 
Hcaren  to  wbicli  site  hud  ap[H^Blcd. 

An  awful  BtiilneSK  began  to  droop  on  the  tumult 

KiUiin.  Hadflbeforgotleo  thftuicTcdpromiseslichad 

given?  She  bad  not  forffott^ii  it — neither  bad  he.  He 

^^rote  to  ber  a»  to  hi«  pledged  bride.     Tyrant  if  he 

^fnrv,  the  bad  made  liim  her  muter.  Tyrant!  Had 

r    lie  alvrays  Keinvd  gudi  to  beri*    Was  lie  ulteredt  or 

Waa  tlie  duiuge  in  Iit-r?     He  miwt  love  her,  to  fee) 

^aa  be  (lid :  ye« — iigaiii  arid  again  he  told  her  that  he 

^■Dved  her.    He  told  her,  too,  that  she  bad  given  him 

|tain.     Haughty,  tl>en,  as  he  was,  he  knew  what  it 

WW  to  Buffer — and  the  suffering  came  through  her. 

Was  it  for  woman  to  poKsesa  this  consciouMn^tiSi  iind 

vith  the  consciousueas  ttot  come  compulsion  :* — tliut 

compassion   which  whispers,  '  move  gently— look 

kindly — touch  »oftly — be  is  in  p«iui"     Hut  she  had 

tiever  intvmlwi  to  distress  him:  it  was  hU  proud 

^raywardneBS  of  nature  tliat  had  exposed  him  to  tlie 

HuffcrJng  he  talked  of.     Stilt  he  had  spoken  trua- 

ingly ;  for  be  bad  said  that  even  then  abe  loved  him. 

Hod  she  deceived  him?     Had  tibe  deceived  licr^ 

I      »e\f'/     But  his  character  had  only  unfolded  itself 

I      klowly  before  her:  he  knew  that  himself;  be  bad 
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Miiil  BO,  or  oearty  •<>.  Sbc  hwl  trlt,  indeed, 
llicre  was  a  ton  of  copddiral  echo,  lUMvrenng  ai 
Interval  to  Iter  bouiiditig  step  of  joy ;  but  she  bwl 
not  |>eDvtnitccl  tlic  secret,  nor  inni»un><l  the  ex- 
unt,  nor  inliftl«d  the  utuio)t|)l>er«  of  llio  dariiDea 
over  wbich  t)ie  tniot  lay.  With  tdi  his  (aniivl,  all 
liis  raa^iiificetil  laulut,  lie  loved  her— fondlyt  lie* 
votedly,  humbly.  O  do  1  not  humbly.  And  yet  I 
agniii,  hud  lie  not  bowed  biH  liaaghty  brow  to  |)m 
dust,  when  he  laid  before  her  the  confession  nf  Ui 
M-eakness?  He  said, '  No  man  must  know  me  as 
you  nov  know  me.'  Why  had  he  made  her  that 
oruel  ooniidence  ?  She  might  have  walked  on  still 
deceived.  Alas !  not  so.  A  aontetliing,  she  kiw 
not  wbatf  bwl  rendered  that  impoesible. 

She  strained  to  shake  the  new  emotion  ^m 
soul.  She  liied  to  fancy  him  sucb  as  slie  bad  known ' 
him  at  first.  She  recalled  to  her  mind  the  memor- 
able e.xGunuon  tliey  had  tidcen  to|^ether.  S]ie  was  sil-^H 
ling  Wnoulh  the  ohaduw  of  the  l»fty  biiUr€«a«g«iB— ^^ 
sitting  and  fcoting  »om^'tliin|;  ns  she  did,  wlian  . . . 
O  why  had  Louis  come  to  her  that  morning.' 
Louis;,  he  saw  all— ho  knew  all— her  grandmanna 
Imd  forbidden  her  toapeiik  lo  Louis — forbidden  her 
to  speak  to  any  one.  And  wns  she  to  meet  tlii» 
bitter  trial  without  consolation  from  companion,  nrj 
oounscl  from  friend  ?  Slie  could  not  do  it.  WrtMi] 
to  Lord   [laslinghau  !     Woukt  Louis  but  toll  bet  \ 
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to  write  I  ImiNMeiblc  !  Betruy  (he  confidctice 
nf  A  lover — ofi  lovvr  iiki-  Lord  tlaitliii^iiiin  I  Via 
frown  wouUl  drive  Iter  iiuui  wlion  tlicy  met.  *  No 
DMo  muM  know  me  as  yua  lunv  know  mc,'  mng 
omiiioiuti)-  in  Iier  ear  u^n.  To  cunsuU  the  very 
|>er%oa  wIiok  influeiu.'e  over  tier  lie  deprecated  I 
71ie  generokity  <^  lier  nature,  l>cr  femtntiie  lym' 
puby,  revolted  a^nst  tke  i<lea.  He  loved  ber — he 
trusted  her.  Her  knowledge  of  tlie  depth  of  liia 
deVQtiua  pnMn]>tvd  licr  to  furj^ivc  Mm  tnucli ;  but 
•gttin  s1M|  in  ber  turn,  felt  ber  pride  rsrolted — till 
II  the  knew  not  that  nbc  ImuI  uny  pridc' — by  Ida 

ions  to  tliikt  ill  ber  manner  which  displenscd  him, 
and  wbicb,  if  the  were  loved  in  the  way  tliat  oilier 
women  were  loved,  he  would  do  more  ihiui  sanction 
— be  gratified  witlv — becaiiHe  it  Wlongetl  loher. 

H«d  ibe  pride,  or  tlic  vaiiicy,  or  tJie  self^valtie 
that  tnuilv  ber  conscious  of  Uii>,  sprung  forth  od  tlie 
peruml  of  that  extmordinary  letter?  or  bad  it  bad  itH 
kirtli  amidst  thoMe  eveols  of  the  heart  tlmt  liiul 
KUunpeda  vivid  di&Unt^nesa  on  the  moments  paHsed 
«t  Temple  Dourue  'f  It  occurred  not  to  ber  (o  ask 
the  questlou  of  Iterael^  or  she  would  have  Hturted  an 
the  answered  it.  And  muat  she  indeed  write  to  him? 
Oh  I  how  »lie  feared  him .'  DistaiU  as  he  wsis,  ibe 
ilreaded  to  communicate  ber  thouglitB  to  lam.  What 
wouM  become  of  ber  when  tliey  metV  Her  heart 
ruK  up  and  reproacbed  ber.     Was  this  the  meed  of 
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an  abwnoe  which  filial  duty  bad  sanctified,  nnA 
bad  made  terrible  to  him?  Whal  was  it  Uial  liad 
cradled  into  nodbtngDess  ibe  tender  pang*  wUi 
wliicb  she  bod  received  and  returned  his  adieu  1      | 

Of  ibis  cbang«  hp  dreamt  tiot — be  wrote  to  her  w 
to  one  whom  bo  bad  left  in  boly  and  loriug  lean; 
and  through  other  tears  she  had  read  what  be  had 
written.     In  what  sjtiiit  would  he  read  that  whici 
sbe  moat  write  in  return  ?    Could  she  hvai  to  wriu 
it  ? — and  then  catno  a  count^T  iliouglit,  as  suddn 
B>  it  WM  bitter  I     Sbe  wnul  not  write  it.     She  \ai 
•pokcn  as  If  tben*  were  still  reserved  to  her  ik 
power  of  choici'.     Merciful   H<4iven !   tbo  povtr 
was'  tier's   no   longer.     Sbe   wiu  botiiid  to  him— 
bound'— tbe  vow  was  (hi  her  souL     "  An  oaili!  M 
oatb !  I  Iiave  an  oalb  in  heaven  !" 

71i«  spirit  uf  that  avrful  sentence  pasaed  (Wore  iSt 
eya of  ber  tnind,  and  llie  cloud  came  after  it,  iuk1*1x 
•aw  nothing  more.  He,  be  only  could  relea«e  her; 
be  only  could  snap  that  rod  of  iron  which  <trew  do** 
on  her,  as  she  staggered  against  it,  the  fire  uf  Al 
tempest  as  it  gadbcred  around  Iter.  Could  sbe  bal 
bare  Bung  benelf  before  him  and  whUpered,  *'! 
love  tio  longer  *"  Abtt !  could  »t>c  ever  ibre  (o  uU 
him  that  ?  Hbe  darod  not.  He  bad  U-<1  liPr  to  bff 
fiat — witJi  her  fate  be  had  Icftber — with  herfiitc  k 
would  find  lier.  It  is  tbe  |)owerlcunc»s  of  tba  to* 
ki^py  that  crctttcs  (he  otnuiputtfnoe  of  griet 
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Her  lather — b«r  dear,  Hear  fitUier ! — the  mast  not 
dntresB  her  falber !  She  must  not  see  Dt-  Grey  v  ' 
but  to  bis  charge  shouhl  be  committed  tlie  mis^m- 
ble  letter  she  must  write.  He  would  convey  it 
to  Moroington.  And  bow  brief  nnd  mruiiingleu 
namt  be  the  lines  iti  whicl>  it  would  be  cnclotte<l  to 
Iw  Gttbcrl  Ye«,  the  muot  write — she  muitt  kit 
Iwpalew  and  still  at  tlie  terrible  Uak — she  who  hiui 
just  brrii  so  happy,  k>  strangely  happy  !  slie  niist 
cmilinue  chained  to  the  occupalioo  that  dckenn) 
her,  witli  the  voioe  of  anotlter  yet  aoundinf^  in  her 
ear — with  tlie  j^Unce  of  another  floating  pt>antoin> 
like  ncTOM  the  pngc.  I'uIjiI  roKfrnhlniK^'  !  I>i«- 
(iaiilarity  more  fiito)  still !  The  confuNton  of  what 
lite  felt,  and  of  what  ab«  did  not  feel,  would  im- 
pede the  progrcM  of  her  pen — a  past  tbut  ^e  Itad 
fiirfiotten,  to  be  appealed  to;  a  present  Omi  she 
uixlenKtod,  not  to  be  pourtrayed ;  a  future  thiit  she 
ikrunk  from  to  be  invoked. 

Could  she  do  all  ihts,  and  he  remidn  still  deceived? 
The  trtilh,  the  mictccI  truth,  would  it  not  assert  itself 
tt  hist  ?  Cotdd  slie  throw  r  veil  over  its  calin,  pure 
eyes,  and  in  tlic  sitti  and  ujibraiding  presence  of  the 
divinity  slic  had  blinded,  set  her  seal  to  the  untrue? 
Her  duty  to  Heaven  and  its  laws  wiis  superior  to 
ber  VMSi]ag«  to  Lord  Haslingluun  and  hn  love. 
Sbe  had  been  tau^cht,  and  she  knew,  tliut  "  the  iiH 
tegriiy  of  the  upright"  a  a  guide  to  be  trtisted.     If 
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it  dirt  so,  the  mpnim  into  iwlTp 
ttie  soul  would  tic  suftctK't)  amt  pu 
for  if  she  eomH  to  wcrp  for  livn 
for  liiin — yfi*,  if  niicli  wore  Iter  )i 
to  k«ep  lirrHclf  (ruili)t>ii«  iH'furc  < 
memticT  ttint  lite  toi<l,  ilic  untvU 
win  nil  pquiill)'  dear  to  liim.  S 
llie  Mrrowful  Mncerity  of  her  fwi 
coldly.  It  wns  not  coldnem  sbe 
Hiulinf^hnm;  h'n  Uneamrats  ou 
rcproai'lifal,  tnd  beuiliful;  tlie 
tliat  Imd  iniced  ibcir  paasage  ovei 
ni)t(li-4crredcoldi)e»t  frmn  her;  | 
Would  u>  God  be  b.id  done  no  I  j 
diseiise  of  the  beart*  unlike 
body  vhose  aspect  striken  te: 
fetal  to  happiness,  because  it 
to  another. 

Sha  pm«cil  her  hand  hiirrinll 
brow,  «ni)  wtt  down  luid  wroto-j 
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drcle  nbero  my  In^nrl  tvM  at  mat — you  M 
■e  out  of  it  CD  breallie  noft  word»  in  my  niT ;  iind 
you  warn  lae,  ewn  vrliilc  I  liNteii,  thiit  1  miut  traiirl 
■part  wkere  you  have  letl  itie— for  ever  I  Yon 
fnrliid  me  to  look  back — you  forbid  me  ta  repmt 
Yoii  say  that  '  I  and  my  future  belong  to  you.'  I 
have,  Indeetl,  giren  you  myself,  but  the  future  I 
leare  with  God.  You  accuse  me  of  Inring  Mbcri 
than  you.  I  do  lore  titem.  Be  not  olTeiidL-d :  I 
do  not  wi§k  to  offend  you — I  have  learned  canrloiir 
From  you.  I  am  grateful  for  your  choice — I  frol 
bonourrd  by  it.  I  was  not  aware  that  1  gave  you 
piin— I  never  meant  to  give  t(.  1  have  bm>ii  too 
h^py  till  now  to  think  it  possible  1  could  give  pttin 
(o  any  one.  I  have  said  tiU  now : — pardon  me,  but 
four  Idler  has  made  me  very,  very  miserable.  I  have 
boan  ncciKlomed  to  be  indulged,  and  looked  kindly 
on,  from  infancy.  My  dear,  my  indulgent  &lher 
never  chidnl  m«:  be  did  not  wUh  tiut  my  manner 
■kouM  be  other  than  whnt  it  i«.  I^Hii*  slnnys 
land  me: — you  ilnrt  because  I  write  titnt  numc. 
Unkind  1  lo  desire  that  I  should  snap  in  a  moment  all 
lli«  ties  of  my  childhood — of  my  youth.  1  cannot — I 
had  almost  said  I  will  not  break  tliem ;  but  it  be- 
conea  me  not  to  be  as  imperious  as  you.  Vet  Ihoiigli 
ou  write  to  me  haughtily,  I  do  not  doubt  your  lore 
-1  never  doubted  it ;  it  hi  you  who  doubt  mc." 
Here  her  pen  filtered  for  a  moment.     "  He  k 


he  rwrtTW  my  leltw.    Toiigfi 
promiMMl  to  lov«  him.    Too  la 
why  <)t<l  you  teach  roe  to  fet 
went  on  M  you  commaiiHed 
Maud  fettered  m  the  worl^l's  c 
more,  in  llie  eye  of  God.     1 
fancied  ibat  1  loved  him.     1 1 
penally  of  the  delusion.    Ye 
pay  it,"  she  added,  in  the  moi 
tli«  mootl  that  had  come  over 
of  MtD*  fond  hours  she  bad  piH| 
recollection  of  that  loAy  port, 
ncM  by  her  influence,  and 
ibronging  around  her,  pleadin, 
for  lli«  dream  that  bad  departd 
She   rcftnaed  tlie  pen :  "  Vi 
are  unliappy — I  do  notwtab  to! 
your  iinluippincM.     Pcrlmpa  j 
fevi  too  acutely  the  inferiorid 

""*    ^''"  rrr  1  <ln  nnr  tiiiiij 
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he  not  feci  tlist  tlierc  wns  oiie  ftlwrt 
vroulil  Imire  h«eti  (l«srer  to  Lord 
nn  till  bIk  traced  insteacl  of  it  i'     Bui 

not  urritivn. 
Ei) :  "  Y«H,  you  shall  be  my  f^unrdtaR. 
nberwtH',  wlicn  .  ,  ."  she  efliice<l  ilii« 
til  of  awful  Hignilicatice  tut  !t  scvmpd 
»  before  ber,  aud  wrote,  **  if  you  b«* 
id."  Again  she  shrank  :  but  tbere 
ion  here. 
9  me  your  letter;  lie  rode  over  ex- 
it me  ;  for  I  have  been  &tayin)ir  tlto 
at  LonI  Meldon's.  I  have  not  Keen 
wn«l  il.  The  secret  of  your  con- 
with  me — I  have  not  called  in  tlie 
kidi  you  speak  to  countenici  your 
comprebetiil  bow  it  could  couixcriict 
endeavoured  to  obey  yoti.  O  do 
td  witb  me.  I  liavc  been  luwd  (o 
ip[nnMfr~-l  tliougbt  to  contribute  to 
Bed  you  doubt  tny  power — you  will 
Il  you— or  you  will  tbink — do  not 
ig.  You  will  be  coming  b«ick;  you 
Ik  to  you — 1  cannot  write  more — 1 
CO  devou  inyMlf  to  you ;  I  bold  tlie 
I ;  il  was  not  likely  I  ihould  forget 
— I  abide  by  >t. 

"  HOKATIA  MORKIKGTON." 


iC_ 


have  been  rpry  unworihy  <ma 
and  me — yet  it  b  fit  b«  Hbouldi 

Dili  she  not  wish  also,  Iharf 
tliMC  thoughts  she  bad  warned 
Iramhled  at  tlic  idoa  tliat  he  n 
pre{>Br«<l  to  seal  the  letter — her 
tlie  ufKaiiceil  aii<l  the  feared.  T 
on  iJie  wax  by  ber  liaml  as  it  tre 
Uiat  which  he  had  made  on 
dcvkc  was  obliieratv*),  even  U 
vow  she  had  recorde^l  ihere.     | 

I'he  lime  had  glidad  on  ami 
prompted  by  the  pain  that  w 
sacred  to  the  love  that  bad  ex\ 
tinued  to  sit  in  the  vu^tio  an^ 
(tency  lliat  tuicceeds  to  llic  puUi 
nal  de«pair.  There  SMmed  iiol 
do  in  life :  the  palaces  of  hope 
another  tonch,  and  tlicy  felL 
Kleanor  bad  left  her  ko  lot^,L 
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ontr  ibe  I«U«r  to  the  absent  lov«r,  on  Uie  table 
where  It  [ay,  and  lei  bcr  brow  drop  on  tliem. 

Eleanor !  what  a  bleated  loc  for  t^esnor  I  Struiigv 

tbat  abc  lutH  not  tbougbt  of  tbb  before.     Ob  !  abe 

ROoUected   w   ntiidi   tbat   confinned  it  all.     Sbc 

Uoked  at  tbe  sealed  letter.     Had  aho  written  to 

Lord  Hntliiigluim  as  it  behoved  ber  to  write    to 

me  wbo  loved  ber.     He  luul  loved  li«r  from  tlic 

inf.  be  bad  eyea  for  no  one  but  ber.     ijboiild  obe 

Itar  open   tlw   letter  ?     Sbould   sbc   destroy   it  ? 

Gbeold  ibe  write  another  ?     No — »lie  Iiad  not  cau- 

ngt  to  consider  again,  in  all  its  conBicting  bear- 

■■gi,  tbe  subject  so    filial  to   ber  peace:  but  tbe 

*nvdope  —  »be   would   trace   a   few,   a  very  few 

lioet  on  tbe  envelope,  to  pacify,  to  rc-assurc  tbe 

■)oUe  faesrt  that  bad  been  laid  before  her :  ao<l  thus 

tbe  traced  tliem :~~ 

"  I  un  a  weak,  rain,  foolish  girl :  1  feel  that 
I>«rlui[>s  1  Ruty  have  expreoaed  myself  unkindly  in 
niy  letter ;  or  I  fear  tbat  you  may  deem  me  to  have 
done  ao.  It  is  not  for  mc  to  be  unkind  :  forget — 
Ibi^et  it  all'  I  hod  been  ao  agitated  by  the  pe- 
nual  of  your  letter.  I  am  still  agitateil;  but  you 
Aould  not  have  doubtctl  ine.  Why  did  you  leave 
England?  Would  to  Heaven  you  were  witli  me 
DOW  \     Adieu  !     I  woa  and  um  youn.    I  pray  God 

<  blow  you. 

"HORATIA." 


MS 


mug  me  Dell;  tbe  inquiry  w 
"  Mr.  De  Grey  was  not  gi 
the  packet  with  tbe  following 
"  Louia,  dear  Loais,   I 
you — delirer  this  letter  ta 
you.     Do  not  Btk  it" 

But  De  Grey  did  not  atk 
stances,  aa  bare  been  see 
abruptly  to  its  termination 
Bourne :  it  ia  necenary  to  a 
yet  had  he  ccmugned  to  its 
sures  he  had  receired. 

The  dressing  bell  nng :  « 

interrupted    by  the  entnnc 

drwaed — she  moat  mingle  i 

lighter  busineas  oflife. 

She  made  her  way  to  the 
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re<l~-aKcp  mov(»l  luitlilyM^hi?  did  so: 
f-room  had  one  occupant,  and  titat  on« 
;tby. 

id  paler  tlian  usual ;  and  she,  u  ho  ad- 
,  the  forgotten  hue  of  warm  and  busy 
HiinFiiIly  over  die  lately-subdumt  surface 
k.  He  came  on  to  meet  her,  and  her 
ibled :  be  felt  that  ber  iatni  quivered 
his  touch  was  not  calm.  lie  had  seeit 
Oflscd  between  her  and  Hi.-  Grvy  in  the 
leen — and  tlic  eye  had  usuT|ie<l  (he  uflSce 
To  took  St  her  now  for  one  moincnt, 
him   tliat   tlie   interpretation  had   been 

wing  sympathy  hud  poflMsrion  of  hi* 
roke  in  amidst  old  recollections ;  aevi 
.hABghtymisgirings;  compunctious,  yet 
mbts;  conrictioDS repulsed,  yet  c<m(|uer- 
:e  bncies;  prcsentimenla  tinaccwintable ; 
tided ;  an  image  overthrown : — it  moved 
em,  and  waved  tbem  off  as  it  passed,  and 
J  breutltv,  but  I  reign." 
t»y  felt  tlial  Horatiu  continued  to  trem- 
I  her  to  a  seat;  he  §(ood  before  her,  but 
g.  The  silence  was  at  once  tlieolTnpring 
emotion,  and  a  tribute  of  <!efeTeoce  paid 
He  tooka  tubpro*e  fronta  \'ase  near  liim; 
lut  her  hand  involuntarily,  and  drew  it 

N.1 


Bti«  bent  ber  bead  over  tta  fragi 
tbe  very  ^r  bm)  grovrn  swept  ai 

Fit  emblem,  na  UiG  fanciful  i 
nDDncm  tbu  exquUitc  S«w«r, 
tliouki  shun  !    How  was  it  Uiat 
■trike  througb  tbe  sweetness  to 

Slie  vpolte  to  bim  iibout  flov 
bim  if  be  liad  been  walkiiif;. 
Lady  Meldoit,  after  Eleanor — a; 
slifrbtly  broken — after  all,  an 
except  De  Grey — with  tbe  atr  o 
long  fwried  from  Ibo  K«n«  l^ 
pbtceil  bcrsvlf,  and  been  rnfrnii 
painfttlly  with  tbe  Mion  and  u 
^here. 

A»  slie  spoke,  sach  «w 
her  mind,  recollections,  tone 
in^,  arose  up  within  her;  her  ej 
voice  became  clearer ;  her  Klf ) 
cure.     "  Creature  of  the  elee 
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And  ber  happineM  abo  was  as  uanHparont  as  ber 
DBture.  HcT  duldlMMxl  hnH  l)«<-n  wJUiout  rvvtraint — 
lier  youtfa  waa  witliout  conct^alinent.  Cooing^y 
md  tlie  secret  of  tbat  ingeauous,  aoA  trusting,  and 
confiding  chiiractcr.  riuctuatiiig  id  Itt  brilliaot 
beauty,  like  llie  myAlic  tiumpliuiift  «ee»  by 
V'atlieic,  it  settled  as  lie  gazed,  aud  lie  raul  on  to 
tbe  end. 

He  bad  tiot  yet  rceorprod  from  llic  Blnuige  and 
perplexing  iticidenls  of  tlic  morning.  BafB«d  in 
CODJectore,  opposed  ia  action,  Le  stood  w^itliout  a 
parpOM  where  hia  iutcntioiia  bad  been  decided, 
md  williOQt  untiVijuiiinnK  at  tlic  moment  when  hU 
g(B»p  had  altnuii  secure*!  tliv  future.  Like  die 
traveller  who,  on  bis  approaoli  to  Damascus,  has 
•prang  towards  tbe  cleft  in  the  rock,  whence  a  view 
is  obtiiined  of  her  pulaocs  and  ber  gardvitK,  sending 
up  their  imiiieN  and  fflory  to  tlie  nun,  and  finds  hi« 
ftep  fiul,  and  his  form  laid  prostrate  in  tJieduM— so 
tito  had  be  sprung  forward  to  obtain  a  glimpHc  of 
hix  ptndise — 90  also  had  hiti  Btvp  tailed,  and  the  du«t 
of  a  deceived  hope  wa«  bitter  on  hiji  lip. 

Hi*  Itep  bad  5u1ed,  and  bow  ?  Wan  it  not  be- 
use  another  had  crossed  his  path  on  the  sudden,  and 
ken  possewion  of  the  post  he  had  siglicd  fot'f 
But  a  bird  of  bright  plumu^  was  singing  to  him 
from  the  bough — he  looked  np — he  drew  near— the 
bird  WH  cliaine<l. 

h4 


annoyance — k  combinatioii  ibat 
prcmiire  dut  detained — ull  tend' 
the  cniiviction  of  tbc  climif^-.  W 
there  waa  SMOciated  too  that  i 
of  tlilemma,  of  predicament,  wbi 
modern  love,  mingles  tlio  perp 
willi  tlio  [Muig  uf  disiipiMiintini'tit. 

lie  felt  tlial,  till  a  second  expli 
between  himself  and  Eleanor, 
mo»t  restrained  and  embarrai»c>il 
«x»t  between  them.  She  waa  alj 
drswiiig-room:  he  would  linger  V 
would  bv  occupied,  he  would  (m 
another.  How  ex(|uiaite  indeed  j| 
tiful  variations  of  the  heart  lliroui 
lip,  the  eye ! — the  hi<tden  Rrie^ 
joy,  the  ooiisciou8iie»«,  the  unoj 
yielded,  the  withheld,  ttic  unrevv^ 
the  emotion,  contradictory  yet  trij 

She  sat  before  him.  the  pligl^ 
—bow,  if  not  the  lovinf(?  He  ( 
vrh  fnr  liJa  rniiiiiM    faa^ar-^fc-M 
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IV  prDbarrasHtDent  of  the  moment  b<>  alluded  to 
th«  nsil  of  De  Crej*.  His  name  had  not  li«eti 
mentioned  by  vither  till  now:  it  recalled  to  the 
mind  of  HoratJa  all  tbe  luflcring  he  h<id  caused — 
•11  tbe  BulTering  be  had  hroiight  her.  She  row.' 
lustily ;  she  could  not  sit  beneath   the  Sfarching 

Il^ce  of  Coningsby ;  lie  moved,  the  door  opened, 
ind  I^rd  Mcldon  entered. 
}  She  atmoit  sprung  to  him  08  he  af^oBcbed ; 
U>e  felt  that  be  came  in  b<-tw(rc>n  her  and  an  inex- 
plicable pain  :  and  he,  kind,  gentle,  nffectioiuitc,  m 
wu  his  wont,  took  her  trembling  hand  between 
both  of  hiti,   and  aoked   her   in   bin   guilcIvMuieM, 
where  and  how  she  had  passed  the  morning;  and 
if  the  heat   had  aSecleil  her,  for  her  eyes  were 
heavy?     And  Coning^hy  heard  the  qucfltions,  and 
felt  reminded,  that  although  he,  too,  had  marked 
,     thw  dnulow  on  lho«c  sweet  eyes,  he  bad  not  dared 
Hb  mM.  the  natural  qut-Htioti  nf  Lord  Meldon.    What 
^nUcl  Ksled  his  lips  from  t))c  inrjuiry  of  courtesy  f 
^^  Lord  Meldon  continued  lo  talk  to  Homlia,  and 
^Boningsby  Ut  look  at  her;  but  Mansfield  rattled  in, 
and  broke  at  once  the  conversation  and  the  cliarin. 
L^1>e  room   Blled,  and  Mansheld  was  every  where, 
^Bt  ilie  precise  moment  when  no  one  was  prepure<I 
for  him.-   The  topics  be  introduced,  like  the  nn- 
lacky  Newfoundlaitd  dog  denounced  by  Lady  Mcl- 
in,  came  in  where  they  had  no  business,  and  every 
N  5 
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-am  •••7, 

He  liwl  con»(lcTec]  Uiat  tiic 
would  be  a  6imous  thiag  lor  I 
VaAy  MeldoD  Atvotircd  Coning 
wi(b  him  cluincing  to  be  nghl, 
weurity  Ui»t  Uic  »ecuii<l  woul 
would  draw  all  Uie  advantage 
little  ev^nement  of  ibe  morning, 
uc  a  capital  couDty  man — lie  si 
b«ir«iui,  They  wanted  such  a  a 
No  i>nc  kunu-d  like  I)e  Urcy-4 
horses  better :  therefore  the  eon 
MantAekl'a  mov««eiita,  ntber  | 
slioiild  marry  Eleanor  Belleislfti| 
Truct  aft  Mantifield  confessed  of 
understand  much  about  lovv,  bui  1 
or  two  from  Mrs.  Maos&eld.  Hi 
fellow  like  De  Grey  leap  into  •■ 
rurltuic.  A  new  sort  of  steeple-cl 
deuxed  At  a  bouud,  and,  literally 


work  better.  De  OT«y  bad  msnagad  er«ry 
capitally — liia  life  oii  it  Ii«  would  help  him. 
dcltgblful  to  fiad  it  all  out  before  ibe  Faney 
dr!  Tbe  field  would  be  clear  tliere  for  opera- 
"-^ns.  Ldidy  Meldon  bad  ciiguged  a  nervous  itl- 
I  befimhand.  Perliaps  be  would  itvixe  tlie  o|>por- 
ttmity  of  sounding  LonI  Meldon.  He  would  takv 
care  to  keep  Coningsby  out  of  De  Grey'a  way. 
How  >boHld  he  do  tlitH  ?  Wby,  by  turning  his 
liead  in  another  direction ;  giro  bim  a  whisper  that 
Fttcotter  was  a  liule  too  much  devotwl  to  ibe  bride 
vlcct  AH  perfectly  right.  I^dy  Meldon  biul 
liOTed  bim  into  the  conviction  that  Fulconct's  love 
'v.M  M  much  nonsense  wailed,  Poor  Falconer  !  and 
3n  iutppy  as  he  had  made  him  by  tlie  invitation  I 

It  may    b«!   aj>   well    to   remark   by    the   way, 
_lliat  the  change  in   Mr.  Manvfield's   opinions,   »o 
.  of  evil  to  Herbert  Falconer's  tunny  anti- 
UpationH,  had  been  effected  not  by  Lady  Meldon, 
jt  by  Mrs.  Maniificld.    It  was,  howevefi  tlie  envi- 
llble  privilcfrp  of  Mr.  MnnHfield  never  to  find  out 
that  his  wife  luul  been  guiding  him. 

A  Iiappy  idea  came  acro^  him  at  OtU  raonent — 
he  would  make  a  confidant  of  Mrs.  Percirol.  She 
was  particularly  interested  for  Uc  Grey.  Mrs. 
Perdval  was  a  clever  woman ;  she  would  settle  it 
all,  aa  soon  as  they  luid  done  talking  of  it.  A 
_nickcd  wit  would  hare  hinted  tarcuslically  to  Mnnft- 
n6 


nation.  Uut  tben,  again,  buc 
for  a  superabundance  of  taUdn 
her  somewhere  or  other  for 
morning  of  the  Fancy  Fur. 
plots  and  plans  in  his  bnui 
down  to  dhmer,  and  Miin  hi 
agreeable  to  Lady  Hddmi. 

The  dimax  came  jiat  «h 
deteriorated  from  its  cfiiMt 
the  following  mOTnii^  Mia. 
ds&ction  of  taking  her  mmi 
to  Ashenhorat 


CHAPTER  XXIX. 

"£a£k.— If  that  letter 

Yet  Mnt  iwiyT 

FtL—So 

Kaik, — I  prajr  jat  to  deliver  it" 

KikoHeh»VIII. 

"  Hbr. — See,  jauT  guati  ipproich  : 

Addren  jounelf  (o  eDlenun  them  iprightly," 

WiKTEi.'*  Tale. 

"  I/r(. — Tell  her  ot  it ;  hnr  whit  the  will  uj. 

AmU—VM,  I  am  gUd  thit  all  thing*  ion  lo  well. 
Am(.— And  w)  un  I." 

HucK  Ado  about  NoTniMo. 

U8 1    poor   Horada !     It  seemed    doomed   that 

•e  who  loved  her  should  write  only  to  pain  her. 

iy  on  the  following  morning,  so  early  that  her 

t  had  hardly  yet  launched  itself  afresh  on  the 


"  My  <!eaie«t  Hnmtla. — If  y< 
less,  cvld,   or  ntikiiid,   beeauM 
sbotild  say  insist,  on  scditf;  yoo 
this  morDing  from  Temple  Bour 
tinjutt  to  yourself  and  to  me.     1 
fitting  monicnt,  the  iippropriuti] 
riew  so  ardently  dc^rcd  on  my 
p«rbsps,  inasmuch  as  it  was  del 
The  deprecation  offered  eviden 
<VBS  not  right  within  :  yon  «ou| 
tne  if  you  liait  not  feared  youifj 
turned  from  the  fulfilment  of  a  fl 
at    Clieltenhain.      1   dismiss   fn 
topics,  stirring  though  th«y  wq 
tlierc  eogrosMtd  ate — 1    whisll 
wiwi — I  leave  tlie  nstinii  to  gn  i 
taking  no  note  of  it«  antics. —  Pa 
in  a  mood  to  jest;  it  was  hut  tl 
pea.     I  take  leave  of  all,  and  eri 
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Um  late — I  liave  taken  care  of  tbnt.  I  atk,  *  do 
you  repent?*  because  the  iiutant  1  received  your 
Dote,  t  gunsc'd  tlie  t«nor  of  your  letter  to  Lord 
llaslinf(liam.  Tbat  yon  bare  vrritten  in  u  degree 
tenderly,  I  feel:  that  you  tliould  not  write  ten- 
derly, 1  know.  lioratia,  igain  I  adjure  you, 
{Wise !   Voa  do  not  love  I>ord  Hwlingbiun.     More 

it  wotdd  not  l>e  well  for  you  to  love  bim  :  your 
nature  would  p«nsb  under  die  influence  of  bis. 
Beautiful  and  yielding  an  you  are,  were  l>v  to  wear 
fan  u  «  trophy  on  hiB  breast,  the  armour  in  which 
his  life  grows  rigid  would  cru§h  my  flower.  N'ot 
thus  shall  you  he  transplanted — not  thus  will  I  lose 
yoa — not  thus  shall  you  be  lost  to  us  all. 

"  Vou  do  not  love  him.  Gracious  Hearen ) 
will  you  ^ve  yourself  to  a  man  whom  you  do  not 
love  ? — whom  you  will  never  love  ?  Give  yourself 
to  him — that  lie  ...  .  Give  I  Is  tliis  a  gift?  It 
ii  Um  madnen  of  wlf  sacriflec !  You  ore  not  M 
to  the  altar,  feeling  tliat  to  be  led  is  sweet,  hut  you 
fling  yourself  on  its  steps  to  die!  Look  u|>,  my 
dearest — (hough  you  lr«od  already  amidst  the 
tbadows  tl»cy  cast — hMk  up,  1  am  ueur  you  and 
will  bear  you  back  into  the  sunshine. 

Do  you  fear  tlic  world's  jefet?  Let  llic  world  Jest  if 
It  dare.  Uo  you  apprehen<l  wounding  the  feelings 
of  your  6ilhcr?  Yoa  would  wring  the  life  out 
of  hbn,  if  lie  ducovered,  when  too  late,  the  slate  of 
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yoiir's.      Better  lie  point  that  pierces*  titan    the 
ating  lliai  dropti  venom. 

**  The  remembrAtice  of  our  aliort  conference  at 
Temple  Bourne  buiinu  me,  and  wUl  liannt  me. 
Sucli  OS  you  were  when  wc  ported,  you  were  not 
fit  (o  write  to  hiin :  yet  your  air,  yo«r  manner,  toM 
aic  bow  you  meant  to  write.  I  have  your  letter  in 
my  guard iansbi p :  are  yon  aware  of  its  importance? 
Are  you  awnre  titat  it  i»  »l  once  a  pkd^^  in  itMlf, 
and  a  ratification  of  former  ones?  Write  now  ibftt 
wbii^  you  do  not  feel — you  will  feel  at  last  tliat  wbidi 
you  will  not  (lure  to  wriu-.  A  want  of  resolution 
In  tlie  oulMt,  tberc  is  notbing  left  for  u«  to  rewlK 
on  in  tlie  end.     Tbe  nerve  to  worn  and  tlien  xuapt. 

"  From  Ibis  bliglit  of  tbe  tieart  I  would  sare  you* 
Honittn.     Examine  it,  ere  tbe  bligbt  pass  over  it—' 
take  lime,  but  esamiue  it;  I  will  give  you  time:    ' 
it  is  because   you  ^ve   yourself  no  time  ibal        ^ 
quBTTcl  with  yon.     Consider,  I  besctreh  you,  cor"  ^^ 
aider  wbnt  you  arc  doing.     Stntgglc  to  make  yoL..^^*" 
way  back  to  tlic  ligbt,  ere,  like  other  living  victiir-^** 
of  whom  tbcy  tell,   the  dust  and  die  darkucw  nr^  ^ 
tlirowi)  ill  iijKin  yiiu.     Tliere  i«  my  lutnd  lu  bel*   ''' 
you  from  ibe  grave.     Is  not  the  grave  wbcrc  u^-^^ 
and  our  affections  lie  entombed,  tbe  moat  detolal^^" 
of  all?     In  tbat,  to  which  tbe  involuntary  destm^  T 
of  man  conducts  bim  at  tbe  last,  there  is  peace;  au^  " 
beyond  it  there  it  bope.     Here  there  is  not  penr^  ' 
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We  tJicrc  is  not  liopc.      You   have   lired  u|>on 

iopc  ill  all  iu  forms  till  now :  your  lioart  will  drop 

•"••y  witliMUt  it,  gnawing  its  own  fibrfM,  f«r  very 

ttckoffoodt     Say  to  me  only,  'Louis,  keep  tlic 

'etlcr  for  a  while— I  will  think  orer  all  this.'   TTiat, 

for  the  present,  is  rnough ;  tlic  rest  sliati  be  nr- 

Atiged  when  you  return  lo  Mortiinglon.     I  will 

not  see  you  sacriGce<I — I  linve  sworn  that  I  will 

''^•t — force  mc  not  at  the  last,  by  ways  lUnt  I  desire 

"ot,  to  kci-p  my  vnw.     Authorise  n>c — iill  is  done. 

oetter  now  than  later.     liettcr  when  he  lit  uivay, 

^Wi  here.     Retter  part  from  him,  ih^n  break  from 

W.     Hare  a  care — it  will  come  to  that — and  the 

*r»ncb  will  he  terrible.     Step  doser — the  junction 

ud  the  disjunction  will  be  fi|;ony.     Give  me  the 

•Mbority  I  pray  for.     If  you  give  it  not,  your 

letter  goes  indeed;  for  wild  as  the  world  deems  me 

—impetuous    as   you   know   me — this    and   more 

that  nature  made  me — 1  betray  no  tntst :  but  I  shall 

watch  my  time  still ;  I  will  keep  my  vow.     Urge 

him  on  0.4  you  please,  I  will  defy  him  to  tlie  last.    For 

your  sake,  I  am  rwwiy  to  encounter  my  mother's 

frowTi,  the  censure  of  the  world.     I  will  stand  bo> 

twceJi  your  father  and  your  lover.     Fear  nothing; 

write  as  I  wish  by  the  bearer.     We  want  you  Iwck 

at  Mnrningtoit.     Adieu. 

"  I  had  foi^otten  .  .  .  Those  prints  I  found  yoii 
looking  over  with  Captdn  Coningsby.  .  .  Let  me 
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know  the  publUher'B  Daiii« — l>uc  that  will  Aa  wlienl 
we  ti)««L     1  will  write  ta  London  for  ilio  ut,  andj 
give  them  to  you.     Adieu  igtua,  dearest — a  lia 
will  be  enough. 

"  Your  afiectioBAic, 

"  L.  De  G. .  .- 


**0  Lotii«1    Loub  I  whjr  do  you  tempt  ne^i 
etolaiined  Iloratia,  an  she  itofi  tJie  letter  on  Ae 
Boor<    "  God  know*,  ir  you  liad  Hpoken  to  mc  ihai, 
iaateni  of  writiuf;,  I  mu«t  luve  let  you  hsre  you 
way  ikfter  idl ;  you  would  uot  huTc  permitted  rap  i 
aiHwer  you.     But  no!   irol  confess  myself  hi 
the  chuging   wretdi   I   am  I      Write   to  him  «« 
hooour,    feeling,  duty  bid  me  write,  and  tten 
tear   what   I    hare  written  I      Do  right,  only  W 
repcDt  that  1  haw  done  so,  and  call  in  nnolliiir  W 
witDCBB  my  repentance  !     O  no !  no  I  no ! 

"And  to  talk  to  mroftlic  prints  too!  Semi  to  Li* 
don  for  tlic  prints ;  iind  «i  Uiv  end  of  stKb  n  letM* 
To  suppose  that  I  should  be  tliinking  of  then  w' 
He  sboidd  not  liavc  mentionwt  that  name.  0  ^ 
I  could  have  given  tlie  letter  at  onco  to  papa !  "' 
•hodd  not  have  kept  it  back.  In  one  ihijig  L"* 
Hatlingliani  has  been  justified:  be  said  LoiHi*'' 
not  like  hin — yes,  there  mnst  hare  been  tiifP 
tbat  jarred  on  his  freliugH — I  can  umgine  ihsl  W' 
Tikis  cruel  delay— this  urgent  prayer  for  »*  •• 
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P^tiK . . .  paase? — not  now — be  nuilcc»  me  feel  as 

'  J  »crc  writing  tbc  IvUvr  over  iigaiii.     '  Want  mo 

***«^ck  at  Moniiti|rtoQ  !'     (>  that  I  had  never  left  it ! 

ttlioiUd  be  better  if  I  were  back.     1  luu)  ncrer 

*^^«nliim  there." 

And  lu  tlie  involuntary  tliou^lit  started  abruptly 

|*"^m  tJie  secret  cJiainber  of  the  heart,  the  burn- 

***g  colour   tnoonted  to  her  brow,   and   tlie  tear 

^-vod  »usp«iid«d  in  the  eye  :  tlierv  wtw  a  ru&h  of 

^■^^eeinw*  wiili  the  pain — pohl  <lu»t  left  by   the 

*^neiit,   as   it   chafed   an<l   dasJied   along.     Alas! 

^here  adliered  ta  the  precious  t^rains  too  much  of 

««rtfa. 

But  the  note  must  be  «Titten  to  De  Grey:  she 
Vnen-hitn  touwdl  to  take  refuge  in  cruHtoii  or  delay. 

"Louis — it  is  in  run: — I  beseecli,  I  desire  you 
U  give  into  (MipA's  hands  the  letter  that  1  wrote 
yesterday  to  Lord  Hasliiigham.  I  do  not  chooM 
la  recnl  it,  weak  us  you  suppose  me  to  be — change- 
able M  you  may  liave  fancied  you  hud  reasiio  to 
IwououQce  nie.  I  can  persevere  in  what  1  believe 
to  be  right.  I  have  answered  his  letter,  as  It 
•eemed  to  ne  it  deserved  to  be  answered ;  if  with 
UnderoeaB — that  is  your  word  Louis — 1  eun  only 
say  tJmt  I  Awm  him  wortliy  of  icndcrness — women 
are  apt  to  feel  thn«,  when  tlie  haugbly  bow  down 
before  them." 


SM 


TIIR    RNOAUEHRITT. 


**  D«ar  Loais,  my  heurt  tbunkf  you,  bat  it  csti- 
not  be  otlierwrise.  You  mUjudf^e  liim :  you  du 
tnorfr— you  judge  hira  faanhly — '  Defj-  him  to  tbe 
lul  f  Louis,  if  you  lore  me,  tliia  mnst  not  bp. 
*  Stand  between  my  futlier  nnd  my  lorer  I '  Tbat 
promise  is  a  wanting.  I  »ni  ^rraterul  to  you  for  tbe 
ofler — it  u  generoua,  kinil,  disinterMted.  I  am 
yet  more  grateful  to  Heaven  for  (lie  liglittlie  wordt 
let  in  on  mc.  Tlter«  muNt  be  no  division* — nu 
ofTcnn- — no  heart- brmkinga — no  liatred* — »o  alien- 
ation. I  belong  to  you— I  love— Hir  hope  bo  love 
you  all  Certainly,  I  will  not  consent  to  introduff 
dticord  amongst  you;  I  dare  not  My  home,  aeJ 
tliose  wliom  it  contains,  are  too  dear  to  me.  Givf 
papa  tlie  letter.  It  is  my  place  to  stand  bctwcta 
him  and  Lord  HiMlinghixm,  and  I  will  ke«p  it. 
*'  Ever  your  aflectionate 

"  IIORATIA." 


■h.*=^ 


Tbeeommnndof  Horadawasobi'yedby  DeGre^ 

Jt  was  tlie  morning  of  tbe  Fancy  Fair.     Muc^^^^ 
had  been  felt  and  suffered  at   Temple    Bourn< 
before   that  gay  an<l   biMy  oiornitig  catno.     Tb  - 
return  of  Horatia  to  lier  home  had  been  plcade«i^*=^ 
for  by  Sir  Hubert  and  De  Urey:  it  luul  been  evev 
eloquently  solicited  by  Mn.  Percival,  who  be; 
to  be  tired  of  standing  alone  amidst  aci^s  of  satir 
and  velvet,  brad^  spaiigIcK,  Kplit-strawii;,  enils  tS— ^ 
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ribbon,  ppifotuted  cards,  sbclls,  lumps  of  wajc,  and 

tbiogt  wliicfa,  if  tb«]r   poM«uc<)   "  narn(«,"   (■   lact 

that  gentlemen  at  least  would  liavc  doiibU'<l)  wore 

certainly  in  want  of  «  "  local  habitation,"  to  judge 

by  tfac  conftwion  in  wliidi  ibcy  lay  scatlerod, — ihe 

wind  every  now  and   then  takiiifr  tlic   libertj-  to 

prove  tluit  it  considered  ibem  "  airy  Dothinj^." 

YcH,  Mm.  FercivalwasrendcradMinibleof 'Tiwi- 

'hmu  de*  ricAeaet,"  noWn\u,iiinti\n^  the  excellent 

rtdviee  the  bad  received  as  to  ilieir  dbpohttion  from 

IMr.  Perdval:  but  the  help  nhe  petitioned  for  was 

[not  obtained,     lioiatia  continued  attached  to  the 

fisncy  department   at   Temple    Bourne  :    Eleanor 

Insisting  that  sbc   required  her   services   fully  as 

Dudi  as  Mrs.   FercivaL     In  abort,  It  was  deiini- 

tjrely  arranged  tUat   the  return   should  be  po»t- 

,  ])oned  till  after  ibc  Fancy  Fair :   it  would  be  no 

[deligbtful  to  pass  togetlier  tlirougb  tli«  prc|)«rniions 

for  tlie  comraencemeni,  the  mUldle,  aiid  tbe  end 

'  of  that  Scene  of  elegant  temptation. 

Horattu  Raid  to  her>«lf  in  militudc,  tliut  she  wished 
to  be  again  at  Momington  :  she  felt  tltat  slie  iriLi 

i*»  happy  in  being  compvlletl  to  slay,  when  the 
iiolltudc  wan  bruken  in  tltat  style  which  in  nu  ao> 
V«pt^te  to  the  young  and  beautiful. 
I  And  Coningsby — he  too  bud  had  a  rrsolutioti  for 
lua  solitude,  and  u  sort  of  |Minorainic  dream  when 
,  llie  solhude  wan  gott«.     Horatia  bad  no  choice  but 


■  dc 


oppof  t  unity •     I  b€  oottM  wm 
opportunity  ?— could  lie  not  I 
lloHM  full  of  company? — ba 
whbpering,  bo  tbat  crowds  aa 
berated :  ho  iettmd  :  be  reo 
wuA.  Was  It  Lord  UoaUnglkaii 
The  oae  i<lc«  haunted  and  i 
broke  in  on,  and  ruffled  bim. 
wbvii  there  wrre  things  he 
bimselfl    Uid   be   w»h   her 
Was  tM>t  all  changed  *   but 
He  must  sec  tliem  together  n){4 
dilc  him — together,  wht-n  tin 
rupted  by  Lady  Meldon.    He 
(lie  Faiic)' F«r.  Tberowerea* 
already :    Mansfield   would 
where  nl  the  Fair ;  it  was  b«i 
should  rest  as  they  were. 

It  was   the  moniin^  tlten 
Happy   Manalicld !     lie  was 
•0   thiit,   for  a  longer   time 
la  had  hia  bappinem^ 
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ip^  ind  penetrate  into  the  roccMw  of  anoUier, 
*btu  it  K<.-in«<l  a«  if,  in  luok  of  olUcr  occttpntion,  he 
bent  00  ascertaining  wketJier  each  an<l  all  of 
U>cn  were  iii  tiiv  placet)  he  bad  wen  Ihem  oconpy 
'I'wday  before. 

^t  lenf^f  bawever,  tlie   plot  be^n  to  anfoM 

"*^«tf;   anil  as  in  a  ilrainu  when   (he  Interest  is 

'^^'fit  back,  vte  are  invited  in   tlie  of>ening  scone 

**^     bt«toir  our  attention  on   the  komoly  colloquy 

^^     two   unpretending   looking  peraoiw,  in  rtMet 

***"     Lincoln   green,   lenther   belted,    buff   booted, 

**^<1  beetle    browc4;  m   here,  on  tJie   &jr  Bc«ne 

*^    lib  own  park,  wai  preeentcd  first  to  tlic  eyo 

Mr>  Mansfield,  aa   he  hurried  along,  a  game 

eper  Muntcring  piclnrcsquely  in  tbe  distance, 

^^velev  aa  4  memher  when  parliament  is  up,  be- 

^ute  it  wna  not  quite  the  seawui  for  lli«  birtbi  to 

^*^  down.     I'hen  came  a  groom  leading  n  horse, 

apparently  very  proud  of  hh  Hndiilccloth  :  and  then 

Miut  blu»hing  little  persona  milkmaid,  btonght  to* 

Muid,  cither  by  the  sight  of  the  saddle  elotfa  or  the 

poom :  and  then  a  coach  dog,  with  tbe  caper  tuper^ 

luivc,  rubbing  hii  it{>(ilted  brow  ngainst  the  grooili't 

unoccupied  hand,  at  (lie  inopjitiitune  moment  when 

h  was  about  to  be  extended  in  aomewlmt  familiar 

■aldtatioR  to  tlie  dax/Kil  bearer  of  tlie  paib.    A 

gardener  next  appeare<i,  as  tbe  poets  say  of  bees, 

laden  with  iwcets ;  tbe  noiegay  witli  which  he  was 

charged  being  apparently  fnuncd  on  tbe  model  of 


^. 


hj  Ifae  odiCT.  tDsy  be  npiti 

yndacHMr  tadwd  ni^kt  U 

rf  At  hofs  af  faaaqoeta  dial  wrrc 


T1mi«  w«s  tlic 
af  as^  Ac  enfcreacr  u  a  lotiK«,  Ui* 
«f  kB|;kiH*   Ae  — ****™f  of   puet,    Uie 
«( •  fVk.    Aad  AcD,  ftr  all   now  aas 
A«  finip  of  teat  poln, 
«f  the   pale  pastrycook, 
penouage  who 
if  a  Barati^  nwrcb  wen 
to  kB,  «aft  if  It  wcfca  tlui^  of  eaana 
■a  five  ^Ax  canvas^  ro^Un^  it  men^jr 


TW  ti^  t£  tW  patty eank  readnded  Mr.  Mam- 
ft^efkndifai.MilaMi^toliHN'e»foBDdhad 
A|^  mW  ■«•  ManCa^  ■■kn^  !>■«  quiet  observo- 
tHM  a*  the  near,  not  witlMml  a  glance  now  and 
I  half  apeaed  aaaaHieZt  rnlolent  of  ^aaK- 
■  pfoetadaJ  towards  the  hoiu& 
kdweter,  waa  not  ready ;  or  tatlitr 
■e  aae  bat  Mr.  Maaafield  was  ready  foe  br«akhiL 
li  ■»  alill  early :  ao  be  Batig  hiiMelf  in  «  ckidr  la 
Ua  ttnry — tku  in  wkkk  be  bad  preCened  be  h>iwl 
to  Bofiala;  patted  the  Nrwfbnndland  dog,  walhtd 
It  •   window,  i^lanccd   at  tbe  bud,  counted  tbn 


\ 


TUE  EKCAGKMCMT. 


StW 


dMHb,  dismisBed  ibe  sinailer  ones,  made  Itglit  of 

«■•  darker  ones ;  examined  the  sun  aj^in  ;  wiilked 

to  tLe  vcsnbulc  Ui  r«n<iuU  tlio  biir<nneler ;  loungei) 

into  tke  conttervulory,  anil  picked  one  or  (wo  of 

^e  {jioi««tf^r«iiiuins:   made  llic  reluctant  Jiipi- 

*^r  Tonan  — RO  had  be  been  named  \>y  DcGrey,  In 

"*c  first  itays  of  liis  piippyliood,   in   consequence 

of  Lit  having  resented  with  a  deep  and  most  em^ 

P**aiU;  growl  the  handling  of  one  of  the  group  to 

Vaom  iManafield  had  introduced  Itim — made  him, 

u  li^  Wen  said,  though  murmuring  n  protest  the 

'"ilr,  Gubtnit  to  come  in  contact  with  u  cactiu: 

burried   back   to   the   vestibule,  cro«s«d  the  hall, 

Veiled  lirst  one  door  and  then  another,  and  at  lu»t 

■*Hc  his  appeurancc  again  in  the  breakfast  loom, 

***tti  tlie  pnii«cwortliy  determination  to  wait  there 

"*  peace  till  it  became  tenanted  by  others.  And  fur 

•■^'^  minutes  he  waited,  though  not  in  peace :  very 

*'*^nge  that  all  his  guests  wore  pu«tes»ed  by  the 

•Pitit  of  laKine«« — stich  a  morning!  such  a  glorioiu 

■orning  •     Why  the  ladies  ought  to  get  tip  for  the 

^if  of  their  complexions,  and  tlie  gcntleiiieit  ex> 

V^taiy  to  admire  them  !     However,  tJiere  was  an 

'icusiF,  it  was  not   the  shooting  season  yet — idle 

lobits  will  ding  to  people  for  a  time. 

At  the  end  of  these  five  minutes,  as  neither  lady 
nor  gentleman  appeared,  Mr.  Mansfield  betliouj^ht 
liimself  that  he  mtgbl  b«  well  go  and  talk  to  ha  wife 
vol-  II.  o 


■4  oil  to  the  w»y  at  tlie 
if  IW  dUUren  mni  the  nuracs  bad 
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.  «f  Mr.  Mm^SefcTa  triak  cninc  lo 
.  iMMiwi,  oonery  maidst  gan 
I  bM  fidiBs  oftbdr  inleDtMn  to 
t  realtdca  of  liAr ;  nod  boom 
c^w^Ujr  undffr  the  ab* 
I M,  pRsiding  at  a  board 
B  baried  as  Iwipit- 
■M^  W  ioMlad  oa  njnirtariiig  to  Asse  tranu  «f 
wkiA  Us  •■Ij'  rinag  bad  mxlered  him  more  tbaxi 
UsmU.    "  A  fellow-reeUng  makes 
It  ia  poastUe  loo,  tbat  as  in 
gnat  wa  an  swayed  by  a  mixtar* 
the  boat  eoold  not  sbnkr  from  hk  mbd 
discourteana  wisb,  tluu  the  inUoot 
'  d  Mting  shooU  pcofress  ia  a  decree  at 
bast  to  hs  tvmtnadoo.     Tbt*  patient  and  oocoai* 
pWoing  Jnpim  Toaam  was,  bow<>viT,  the  only 
Indiytdiwl  pKaant  pcnaiu^d  to  U-cemv  sensible  «f 
this ;  bis  table  aflMniwe  being  **  shorn  nf  it*  &ir 
propsttfaaB^  by  Mr.  MaDsfield'H  t-acaiing  his  seal  u 
soon  aa  h  «aa  paasiU«,  aod  rather  sooner  than  wu 
upectcd,  asd  desiring  that  tb«  poM-bag,  by  wbirb 
bis  cjdl  was  inttfrcepled  at  the  door,  sboold  he  ae- 
ricd  bi  Mrs.  M«mfirUl. 

At  Ici^tb  the  Minor  biuinew  nt  It^att  of  (he  day 
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"•^n.     Tbe  fiur  pro|)rietre««s  of  stali!i  glided  one 

"JOiif  to  their  ele^anlretreaU.    Genllemen offerett 

'"Mr  aid  to  arrange,  and  ili«arrang«d  erery  itiinpr. 

"ere  vas  a  flirtation  suspended  over  a  boflket  of 

("•Bjr  tliingv,  wliicfa,  iiite  the  sturling,  seemed  to 

^,  "  I  can't  gel  out."     The  wonder  wna,  it  mtiat 

^  confeMcd,  bow  tbey  had  got  in.  There  stood,  or 

"^Uier  leaned,  a  diplomat,  examining  tlw  wrong 

***«  of  some  very  sjilendid  looking  carpet  work ;  it 

''^iiig  a  habit  with  bim  to  get  aa  iniich  as  poniiihle 

•••bind  the  scenes.     TTiere,  albeit  unnaed  either 

^  the  one  action  or  the  other,  stooped  and  retreated 

'  *nilitafy  officer,  in  tbe  anxious  endeavoor  to  keep 

t^^nr  of  embroidered  scar&and  bell-ropes;  learning, 

■I*   tbe  piping  iime»  of  peuee,  to  deprecate  deoora- 

o^ns,  and  turn  Wn  buck  on  the  colours.     Tlierc  by 

'  fair  ban')  on  n  delimte  boap  of  doyloy*,  to  sboiv, 

**  it  witl'  enibl«nalically,  the  oilice  for  whicb  Uiey 

"'^te  intended.     In  one  tent  a  raletudinorian,  who 

^•«^  nlenlly  absorbed  in  ealculaiiiig  die  degree  of 
Aoiatnre  on  the  grass,  was  re4]uested  to  eoRiider 
Ue  otility  of  Nome  very  delicate  slippers  worked  in 
Ofniuin   wool  and  floach  tilk;  and  in   another  a 
remarkably   pri-tly   girl   insisted   on    n  sexagena- 
riu,  wboae  heart.  «-a.<i  reputed  to  be  of  tlie  hardest, 
and  w)io  Ibid  graciously  permitteil  it  to  ba  itndcT- 
ftood   tliat  he  never  intended  to  marry,  admiring, 
on  the  central  card  of  a  basket  whose  every  piece  of 
o3 
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garniture  vm  Brnlimi^ntat,  Uie  exquiute  cxpressma 
thrown  into  the  conntcnancc  of  b  gentleouin  on  Lis 
kn«c«,  while  in  doubt  vrliether  the  Isdy  em  mnot 
to  b«lp  liim  up  again. 

Mr.  Mansfield  was  so  Ear  satl&fied,  for  the  n< 
arroy  was  in  tbe  field,  anj  drawn  up  in  order 
iltack.  *'  A  king  of  shreds  and  patches,"  be  fell 
himtelf  installed  for  tbe  day — a  pleasatit  sort  of 
soverci^ty.  He  w&s  satisfied  also,  because  his 
children  looked  unommonly  haiiHsome:  the  boys 
making  ten  tttne*  the  confusion  they  were  wont, 
and  the  little  sylphs  of  girU  »tc«ling  in  and  om 
erery  where,  with  their  bouqitcU  fresli  us  then* 
selves :  but  he  was  ttot  also  siuUfied,  because  Mt» 
Perciritl  was  late— ^nd  the  company,  good,  bod,  and 
indiffereni,  would  be  arriving — and  he  wished  to  \tt 
at  band  to  welcome  some,  and  to  nuikc  bimsclf  po- 
pular with  nil.  What  was  to  become  of  his  prirate 
conference  with  Mrs.  Herciral  f 

At   length,   to  bis  infinite  delight,  he 
Perciral  liveries  shine  through  the  trees — bine 
gold — fit  attendance  for  her  on  whose  behalf  tlier 
were  worn  ;  and  tliere,  as  the  carriage  drew  nearer, 
might  be  seen  Mrs.  Pereivul  eng^if^d  in  vaniMli 
convenuition  witli  Sir  Iluberti  and  there  sat  Sit* 
Hubert,  ghineing  discreetly  towards  the  guXe*  thai 
were  open  to  receive  them. 

Well  I  it  was  very  good  of  Mrs.  Peroival 
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a<  fell,   poor  Percival !  He  ou^ht  to  talk  to  lier  too 

*i>Oal  that  borsc — bfi  bad  forgotten  it.    And  ho  in 

'*ci  bn  had — Mre.  Mansfielrl  bad  taken  care  of  (hit 

^^f  Accident  must  have  bevii  Perdvat's  laidt  lie 

•"Msi  Mire ;  llic  horse  did  not  look  victoim  :  and  with 

*^*i»  tide  of  idL-as  fertilizing;  liis  mind,    Mr.  Mans- 

"^^Id  parted  somewhat  abruptly  from  a  friend  or 

'^^Q  who  liad  croued  his  eccentric  orbit,  and  pro- 

^««fded  to  welcome  Mnt.  Pcrcivul. 

He  was  at  the  earring**  door  in  a  moment :  out 
**«I)ped  Sir  Hubert ;  lie  turned  to  UMittt  tlic  dcHCOiit 
of    Mre.  Perviral. 

*'  Go,  now  do  fju — Mrs.  Mansfield  luis  been 
•"•King  after  yon  ibis  half  hour,  Sbe  want*  yoor 
^vice  about  sometliing.  t  will  take  care  of  Mn. 
'*<^rciva^." 

Sir  Hubert,  nothing  loth,  did  as  he  was  desired. 
*'  No,  it  IB  twt  fair  on  such  an  occasion  as  this  to 
**^groe9  your  valuable  tim«.     I  am  not  so  exacting. 
^   Snust  oo  your  merely  showing;  me  the  road — yoii 
''***Ut  hnre  a  hundred  ciiUs  on  you." 

"  Why,  so  I  ha<re;  but  I  choose  only  to  attend 

^o  one;  or,  tospcak  more  gallamly,  to  you.    1  huv« 

K^t  something  particular  to  say  to  you.  I)o  take  my 

*itn;    these   ropes  are   everywhere  :   exceedingly 

"nconrenient.'' 

^^       "  I  am  afraid  we   am  seldom  expect  pleasure 
^B     vithont  a  little  admixture  of  its  opposite." 
I  "  But  I  do  expect  it,  though— to-day  at  least.     1 
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think  weHhall  be  in  a  most  delightful  bustle. 
is  Perciral  ?" 

"  Tbaok  you,  mucli  better,  or  1  could  not  lure 
lafl  bim.  Not  tluu  1  kIuiII  be  witlioiit  my  anxi«lie» 
while  away  from  liim  ;  I  do  not  wisli  to  be  without 
tlicm ',  the  utTi-ctioiis  urc  wortJi  nil  the  [Mtiialties  we 
iiro  nitilc  to  piiy  for  thom." 

"  Kejilly  1  know  Mnetlung nbout  tlie  affeetioiM 
but  as  for  tiirsc  pCDiltica  you  talk  of—  1  never  Uk«<I 
the  nume  of  penalties  nnce  1  was  a  boy  at  achool — 
positively  I  will  bear  no  more  of  them.  We  ar* 
all  to  be  on  our  good  bebavt<:ur  to^y — even 
Jupitur." 

"  Ah  I  poor  Jupiter  ;  wtiat  a  aagaclous  animal 
lie  l> !     The  mg»city  of  dogs " 

''  Av)  very  sajfiwinus  ;  but  I  ciinnot  prevail 
tlic  pastry  cook  to  truxt  bim  :  tbere  is  uo  perstnuli 
thoao  fellows  out  of  tlieir  prejudice*." 

**  When  we  reflect  on  the  strong  hold  tliat  preja- 
dioe  obtdiis  over  the  human  tniiul,  we  miiat  be  pre- 
pared for  sue))  oppotiition,"  ssiil  Mrs.  Perdvali 
"  we  ar«  all  the  slaves  of  prejudice,  more  or  li 
well,  if  we  are  not  willinj;  Kiavcs." 

"  This  way,  if  you  please " 

"  And  l>e  y^itr  willing  Jilave,  1  presume  ?  No* 
Ipo»itircly  want  no  rest:  I  have  no  toilette  arranirt- 
mentA  to  make :  I  shall  not  take  olT  my  sliawl.  I  asi 
Inlc,  I  know  1  am  lute;  hut  I  could  not  help  i<:  ' 
was  aoxious  to  be  witli  Mr.  Percival  to  the  M 
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p<)nilil«  iDomcnt.  I  am  afmid,  after  all,  1  shall  not 
be  of  mucli  uk  to  you :  I  i>)mll  nut  have  eoan^  to 
be  eloquent  iu  praise  of  my  goods.  I  am  not  uied 
to  tbts  sort  of  tiling ;  but  we  aro  too  easily  ftaltered 
to  kU'p  out  of  our  quiet  line  of  walk." 

"  I  am  very  |;lad  to  hear  you  ssy  so;  for  you 
most  enter  tliis  patli  (o  the  ng\iu" 

"  But  my  stall !  I  must  positively  do  ny  duty  by 
aay  atall." 

"  O  never  mind  tlic  stall:  remember,  you  loft  ex- 
celleuC  iitstnietioiM  with  tliat  prvtty  little  playful 
pet  of  mine.  Lady  Mary ;  Mr*.  Maii»lield  will  help 
faer ;  and  [  really  liave  some  strange  iiowy  to  com- 

Funicate  to  you.     Here,  tlirough  tltcM  trees,  or  we 
■It  taU  in  with  Herbert  Fulconor." 
'<  I  do  not  Uiink  Lady  Mary •" 
"  O  yeSj  site  understands  every  tiling:  you  may 
depend  upon  it  all  will  ^»  rifrlit." 

t"  Still,  when  we  embark  in  any  undertukinir,  1 
nsider  tlint  we  are  bound,  be  the  undertiikin^  of 
porlanoe  or  tiot,  to  devote  to  it  sucli  energies  as 
we  posMM.     They  may  be  humble  ones,  indeed ; 
but  if  we  do  our  best,  our  cotisciencei  stand  ao 
^quitted." 

^P  "  True,  very  true ;  1  am  sure  Mrs.  Mninlicid 
and  I  are  infinitely  oblige^l  to  you  for  your  friendly 
leal.  Five  minutes'  delay,  however,  cut  be  of  no 
oonsequence." 

"  Pardon  m« ;    five  minutes'  delay  la  often  o( 
o4 
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A  threat  <\aii  tmiy  be  done  tn 


^eat  cons«qu«iice. 
fire  miiiutfH." 

"  All  woli.  Lady  Mary  will  Ao  it  all." 

**  Do  it,  perhaps ;  but  not  preiriiwly  in  the  way 
I  could  de&ire.     Young  people  are  nalumlly  care* 
lesa  :  do  iiol  tlnnk  I  intend  to  bijitnc  tiiem  for  thai- 
carelessness :  I  should  be  eony  to  do  that ;  on  the 
contrary,  I  said  it  mu  natiirnl.    On  thc«e  occasion*^ 

howovrr,  a  littlu  vlvgant  art,  ami  agrratdeal  of  hn 

ciful  delibcrution.  Of  perbap«  I  aboulil  »ay  discrimi 

nation,  is  requited,  as  to  the  placing  moat  eli^bly.^ 
articles  so  very  heterogeneoiw.  The  Harlequin,  fo^^ 
imtaiice:  you  remember  the  Harlequin?  I  tnos-=^M 
paMieularly " 

"  My  dear  Mra.  Pcrciral.  1  am  rcry  sorry  [  bii^^ 
a  little  accident  has  liappened  totlie  Harlequin — hii 
svord  broke  in  my  hand." 

"  Impomible!   I  moan,  very  uufortunato.    Ifyoo 
could  but  liavv  let  me  know  I" 

"  It  only  happeneii  ibis  moniing:  the  (art 
poor  Jupiter  did  not  like  the  look  of  the  HarU-quin; 
and — you  must  forgive  Jupiter — it  was  my  fault; 
}  should  not  liave  exhibited  llie  Harlequin  before 
him;  he  was  jealous;  I  never  knew  him  so  suUcy 
before  :  the  Fancy  Fair  has  put  him  out  of  hb  w*j. 
And  now  enter  here,  if  you  plcow ;  we  shall  Ifnd  a 
quiet  corner  somewhere." 

"  I  hope  yon  were  particularly  cautious  in  moring 
the  balloon  r 
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"  Ai  mrcfdl  aa  Mr.  Given  hinwelf,  I  aaiure  you." 

"  I  hud  a  gnat  Heal  of  trouble  about  that  balloon; 

'  *u  afraid,  at  one  time,  I  thotiM  Imve  bad  to  give 

't  Up.  Not  tlutt  [  miixl  trouble ;  we  ought  never  to 

'liiiik  of  tliat ;  but  I  biul  an  idea  that  tbe  smeil  of 

**»(  oiled  ailk  might  prove  detrimental  to  Mr.  Per- 

^ifiL    The  little  wax  figures  in  tlic  car — 1  hope 

y«u  like  lliera  'f 

"  Very  much  indeed.     A  charming  Ciip(d,  that 

E*'^y  one  in  the  middle." 
I  "  Cupid  I  Why  that  is  meant  for  Mr.  Green  ! 
^'bo  would  have  dreamt  of  putting  Cupid  in  the  ^r 
^ a  balloon?" 
I  "  O,  I  thought,  aa  lovera  are  apt  to  be  in  the 
clouds,  yon  might  mean  to  edify  us  witli  an 
*lI^ory." 

"  Not  a  bad  idea,  certainly.     Allegory  from  the 

*)MMt  ancient  timea " 

^^  "  Now,"    uid   Mr.    Mansfield,   as   he   ushered 

^^Ura-  Perdval  into  a  retreat  consecrated  not  to  the 

I     Muses,    bat   to  the  diviniti<»   who   preside   over 

booting  and  fishing,  and  the  various  ambulatory 

IhmuBements  of  the  country,  "we  may  as  well,  I 
tlitnk,  pause  here.  Mrs.  Mansfield  oecms  to  liave 
(taken  possession  of  every  room  in  the  house  for 
tome  purpose  or  other.  Now  for  my  news — we 
sliall  not  be  interrupted  ;  sometliiug  to  be  able  to 

Ky  tliau" 
"  This  is  very  interesting,  this  little  sanctum  of 
o  & 
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I,"  exclaun«(l  Mn.  FCTctnil  vritJi  anItDativn. 
^Fray  buw  tnatiy  fowlinj^-piuoes  luivc  yon  got? 
Do  pvmiil  OK  to  cxniniim  tliat  siiver-nuunted 
pistol;  liie  manufacture  is  Eastern,  I  think;  ilie 
filagree  work  of  ludia  ia  very  beautiful." 

«<  O  wry  beautiful !  but  1  poaidvely  will  not 
ahow  yoti  tlic  pUtol  oow.     I  really  ought  to  Kpolo* 
gii«  for  bringing  you  into  audi  a  place ;  but,  aa  1^ 
told  you,  1  Ao  not  kiio»-  my  own  faouH*."  fl 

"  Ko  ^ology  is  rcquirfd.      1  like  to  am  ud 
unileritaiKl  every  thing.     Wc  cnn  fri*quent]y  pick^ 
up  kiiowledlge  as  it  were  by  acoUloni ;    uaforlu-' 
itately  1,  as  woll  as  others,  too  often  nogltnct  the 
opportuitlttes  afforded." 

"  You  must  neglect  this  one  at  nil  events;  ni 
one  tliinks  of  picking  up  knowledge  at  a  Fatio; 
Pair  i  and  we  are  so  prcesed  for  tixnc." 

"  Allow-  mo,  however,  to  aek  where  you  piu- 
cbHC  your  6«liing-tackle  ?  Mr.  Porciral  u  fontl 
of  fiabiog." 

"  To  own  the  truth)  1  am  not  fond  of  it  at  all 
1  have  no  juatiencc  with  lite  fitU;  they  ulways  lake 
their  own  time.  My  dear  Mr«.  I'erciral,  yon 
eball  e.iamine  every  tiling  on  another  oecation,  bul 
I  lay  claim  to  your  undivided  attention  now.  >Viwi 
1  have  to  tell  relates  to  that  excellent  fellow  V» 
Grey." 

"  I  am  all  attention,  I  assure  yon." 

"  Perhaps,"   continued   Mansfield,   "  a 
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mure  discreet  Uian  myself  mifrbt  be  templod  to 
xitlibald  a  portion  of  the  intelligence:  hut  yuu 
tball  bave  it  alt.  My  £air  cousin,  F.leanor  IMIe- 
otot  is  o*cr  Wad  and  rars  in  love  with  De  Grey.'' 

M  Good  Hcuvcni !  How  delightful !"  said  Mn. 
Perdvali  letting  iIm  fiabing  rod  she  hud  purloined 
liip  from  her  lup  to  the  floor. 

■*  Is  it  not  ?  Wits  there  erer  nny  thini;  ntori? 
fortunate  ?    Such  excellent  luck  f" 

*'  But,"  Hid  Mrs.  Perclral,  thoughtfully,  "  Lady 
McJdon " 

"  Why  yet,  there  is  the  difficulty — the  only  one 
IB  fecL  I.ofd  Mvldoii  is  llic  most  dtsitilerested 
•nd  simplc-tninded  nian  alive ;  proud  p«rtiai>s  in  a 
quiet  Mtl  of  way  ;  but  Oe  Grey  is  of  ancient 
Itinily; — llie  only  point  he  would  care  to  stand  out 
for— it  would  be  easy  to  manage  Lord  Mcldon." 

"  Perhaps,  without  much  self-dattcry,  1  muy 
venture  to  say  I  think  I  have  some  influence  with 
Lord  Meldon.  I  knew  him  years  ngo;  and  we 
were  always  on  the  most  friemlly  terms.  As  you 
ohaerve,  therefore,  Lord  Meldon  would  not  be  in- 
acceMible  to  persuBsioD." 

■'  Perfectly  accessible :  the  same  cannot  be  said 
oS  Lady  Metdon.  To  break  such  a  heart  as  hei' 
ikii|(ht«r's  !  But  then,  to  be  sure,  she  knowH 
notbEngalwat  hearts,  she  nerer  did." 

"  Parental  tyranny,"  remarked  Mrs.  Pcrcival, 
"can  never  b«  sufficiently  reprobated,  l.'oder  Its 
o  6 
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tbft  geaenm  aBpitations  of  cbil- 
dfe.    We  ve  oerer  gaided  by 


" Ctmloljr am:  it  m  bom  tikes  frigbi,  be  is 
«■«  M  Man  a  far  out  of  tlie  rmKl  bs  poasibli. 
LiJt  Mdion  baU*  tbe  cub  Ua  l^it:  1  ooljr 
nb  h  «aald  unp  id  ber  bud." 

*•  Bat  is  ene  it  ibadd  not  nap,  bow  kball  we 
pwoflw  ber  H  reBnfoiib  tbe  rein  ?" 

"  Pmm3  ?  BeTcr  t  We  mint  slip  Uie  rein  ofi 
ami  lent  h  ■**f*'"g  As  loi^  u  ibe  bos  any 
Himg  t*  niik  naad  ber  fingen,  fhc  will  be  sali»- 
Wdk  Pka|4e  »bo  aie  fond  of  mana^^ng,  are  upt 
to  lUtt  ibey  are  doi]^  ever)-  lfain((.  nhen,  in  fact, 
Iber  Mt  dM^  dmUiv  uaU." 

~  I  b^ev«  y»«  are  rigbt;  not  tbat  I  ooaipre* 
bni4  laanagriariii ;  tbere  is  ao  intricacy  of  pio* 
wiJiig  sbeat  it,  a  want  of  qptnaf ,  to  nw  obMH 
la«dly  datriaaiBf." 

**  Nocbiaf  dtoewBiK  bere  I  tbink :  a  Hule 
BWMiHiat  tiau,  oa  tbe  ooatraryi  is  the  very  thii^ 
to  be  wisbcd  fat," 

«  Yetf"  ufited  Mrs.  Petetval,  "  if  we  ar«  in 
ibe  babit  of  oooaulting  only  our  wUbes,  as  I  fre- 
^aaody  «y  to  my  children ^ 

•*  O,  wiabc*  are  very  bad  tbingi,  soaednMit  1 
Laow  that — bat  to  (he  pmat:  This  oppoeition  af 
Lvly  UtUoo  ilireatens  to  ruin  alL" 
"■  Tbe  prfjwHcc  is  iiuleed  anforUinate." 
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Unfortunate?— unfair,    t  pronoiiuce  it! — un- 

»t   in   tlie  extreme — -unreasonable  !      What   on 

rib  can  the  desire  better  for  her  (lauj^liteT  ?   Such 

'■  fellow  as  Oc  Grey  will  not  cross  bcr  path  every 

day  of  bcr  life.      Clever,  tall,  !)lriii|;lit   of  limb, 

^itritvd  action,  higb  blood \Mtat  is  slie 

dreaming  of?" 
"  Of  tbat,   of  which    too   many  iln-Ain,    I   am 
aid,"  said  Mrs.  Perdval, — "  Fortune." 
**  All  (air  enough,  were  lier  daughter  not  an 
eiress." 
'■  All  fair,  she  tliinks,  bfcaiite  her  daughter  i>  an 
^^teirew.    We  ought  sometimes  to  place  ourselves  in 
^■^  condition  of  otlicn,  an<l  then  wc  sliould  make 
^n  allowance  for  their  weahncMcs.     Yet  you  must 
"ftffl  convinced,  that  while  tiie  spirit   of  candour 

W prompts  me  in  a  degree  to  excuse  Lady  Meldon, 
fthtt  feelings  make  me  nervously  anxious  for  the 
lucccKS  of  Louis  D«  Grey." 

"  Oh  1  but  you  need  not  b«  nervous  at  all — 
l«ve   nerves   to   I-ady   Meldon.      De  Grey  will 
'  the  day — trust  him  for  pacing  hi;!  competitor 
tlie  last.     And  competitor  he  has:  tlmt  is  what 
I  wanted  to  tell  yoii — Lady  Meldon,  with  a  little 
extra  perrerseness,  not  only  disapproving  De  Grey, 
lit  approvinj^  of  some  one  else." 
"  And  whom  may  she  approve  ?" 
"  Why,  of  Captain  Coningsby." 
"  Captain  Coningsby  1    The  old  story  true  tl»en 
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lifter  all.  1  told  Lately  MornJnfi^toti,  long  tif^o~~l 
before  Mr.  Porciral's  nccident — that  die  world  badj 
given  Captuiii  Coningaby  to  Mm  Belleisle." 

"  Well,  now  you  itce,  widiout  Itnowldg  aiiythir)^ ' 
of  tlivM  dvlicRtti  reports,  I  liave  hit  oit  tlit;  iniUt. 
1  bad  at  one  time  a  suspicion  Uiat  Sir  Hubert  wna 
the  gatne  started." 

"Sir  Hubert ?" 

**Yes,  but  I  liave  got  on  th«   proper   tnwk 
last  DOW.    We  liave  no  tine  for  dtRcusaion,  but  it 
struck  mc  I  would  give  you  a  hint :   bidies  uud«r- 
stand   all   those   things  by  o  sort  of  instinct.    I  m 
]ted   the   benefit  of  your  olj&ervatioas ;  and  iV 

BiDt  besides,  for  1  have  set  my  heart  on  De  Grey'a 
sacc«ss,  tliat  you  should  contrive,  and  watcli,  and 
arrsnge,  and  do  all  that  sort  of  thing.  I  lora  my 
oouain  Eleanor  aouuciiigly :  I  havo  the  bigbcsC  opi- 
nion of  ]>cr ;  and  I  ciuinot  bear  to  tliink  her  bap- 
pinest  Hhould  be  warned  off,  at  tlic  caprko  of  Lady  . 
Mcldon." 

"You  do  me  justice  in  supposing  I  am  dcepl; 
interested  for  Mr.  De  Grey :  but  my  seal  in  bis 
cause  oi^ht  not  to  mislead  my  judgment.     1  con- 
fieas  myself  Htrictly  conscientious,  and  where  is  ! 
use  of  the  coiifemoii — if—" 

*'  As  you  «ay,  where  u  the  use  of  tlie  confeaeJoi^ 
we  must  dash  post  haste  into  every  thing." 

"The    ambition  of   Lady   Meldon   is  perhap* 
naturalt"*  observed  Mr*.  Percival. 
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"Take  injr  word  for  it,  Laily  Mvtdon  iicver  had 
y  tiling  natunJ  about  ber.     I  rcmvinbvr  licr  )>1a)'- 
widi  ber  doll :  I  see  do  alteration  in  lier  in  the 
least." 

^_  "  Strang  !  and  we  are  led  to  believe,  tliat  the 
^MCollisioii  of  tiie  world  alters  our  very  hearts  them- 
■•elves." 

i^  "  Rut  Lady  Meblon  iiern-  had  u  Iicart  to  be 
II  altered ;  anil  as  for  collinon,  tlic  collision  I  am 
^HaDxioiu  to  prevent,  is  that  between  Dc  Grey  and 
^FCaptain  Conitigsby.  Cuptain  Coiiingsby  can  get 
^^  a  wife  aiiy  day :  aa  Lady  Claiisbrook's  son,  he  U 
i      ccrtam  of  tliau" 

^ft  "  You  are  right,  very  right,"  said  Mrs.  Perdval, 
'^  wlwue  wnipleH  bad  beea  called  up  like  gbotta 
through  a  trap  door,  nhowing  their  heads  first  in 
the  true  »tyle  of  the  perpeadicular,  aod  diaappcar- 
iog  after  tbey  had  given  warning,  with  a  courtesy  as 
[irofmind  as  it  was  involaiitar)- :  "ii»  a  parent  too, 
I  feel  that  were  I  to  forcv  the  inclirintionti  of  a 
child,  I  should  render  myself  responsible  for  any 
misery  that  succeeded:  the  inclinauontt  too  of  so 
■OGomplishcd  a  person  as  Mm  Uclluisle,  can  but  be 
what  th«y  ought  to  be." 

"Of  course;  and  very  hard  if  De  Grey  is  not 

bare  the  benefit  uf  llivni — and  he  just  as  much 

in  love  loo." 

."  That  is  a  very  clear  way  of  slating  the  ctt«e.    I 

y  mw  it  in  tluit  light  before ;  but  I  am  ufniid  I 
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•omednes  grow  confused  Ed  my  perceptions,  by  mjr  I 
excessive  anxiety  to  do  justice  to  every  one.  TImI 
moral  duties  toitdi  m  upon  cacti  other,  tluit  it  i« 
sometime*  difficult  to  determine  tlieir  relative  pro* 
portions.  Tbe  interest  I  take  in  Mr.  Percival'a 
political  life — my  habit  of  watcLing  fur  his  salce,  at 
R  humble  dititanc«(  the  patlis  trml  by  public  men— ^ 
my  anxiety,  however  cbiutiitcKl,  to  afford  aa&rai^ 
lie«  in  my  power  an  example  to  my  chililreii — in 
abort  .  .  .  ." 

'*  In  short,  you  are  kind  enough  to  say  you  wilt 
think  over  what  I  liave  told  you.     You  oui  b^i 
to-day— tlie  sooner  tlic  better.     Find  tome 
ployment  for  Coniitgsby,  to  keep  bim  out  of  Da\ 
Orey's  way.     Make  him  aid-de-camp — kniglii  bin 
on  tlie  fipld." 

"  How  iospiriting  must  have  been  those  diiralrous 
customs  of  our  fathers .'  1  lore  the  picture«)uen<« 
of  ancient  timoi.  Tlicdark  pUces  of  feudal  history 
are  delightful  to  wander  in." 

"  You  delight  to  wander  in  dark  phicest  do  yoa  f 
Come,  I  shall  Itave  a  friendly  whisper  ready  for 
Perciral.  And  now  let  us  go.  Hju-k  !  There  » 
tlie  band !  Do  you  know  I>anvers  ,^  A«  6ne  a 
fellow  as  ever  croMod  ■  Iiofm  !  Excellent  at  a 
charge!  Steel  to  tlie  brain  !  Came  out  of  nature** 
hands  a  soldier  I     Hark  '.  again  !" 

"Very  exciting  indeed V  exclaimed  Mrs.  P**- 
aval,  ns,  accepting  Mr.  Mansfield's  arm,  sbepuMd 
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'"to  tli«  open  air.    "  II(w  I  regrtt  ilM  Mr.  Per- 

o**]  ii  not  here  lo  enjoy  the  iwiic  !     Thil  bii(j!c 

**'!  would  electriTy  tiim  I     You  have  no  idea  how 

■^  mm  bcnrt  Knd  soul  into  evrry  tiling  (     1  Imve 

^Ughtt  I  foncy.  all  my  enthuiiusm  from  Itim.     1 

^^■very  quiet  person  when  I  mnmed;  but  the 

'^fluenee  of  ibow  we  love,  like  poor  Harlequin's 

^^<vd,  effects  strange  InmirormauoriH.     Sball  1,  or 

*^Mkil  loot,  forgive  Jupiter?     I  lun   balf  resolved 

^  pnauh  liini ;  but  I  aui  an  ndvooittt  for  self-ilis- 

^pline  in  leaser  things  .  .  .  ." 

"  And  Jupiter  ia  no  advocate  for  discipline  at  aJI, 
•o  you  bad  better  leave  biin  alone.  A  very  honest 
uiiimal  )ie  'is,  in  npite  of  bis  Uiunder,  as  De  Grey 
'■iiili  it,  I  trust  him  amongst  the  children  without 
■he  slightest  apprehension.  I  insist  on  your  ad- 
miring  my  children  eacessively.  They  arc  in 
Itigh  bloom  and  beauty,  '  baby  and  all,'  as  the  nur- 
My  Ming  suys." 

"Tliere  is  a  great  deal  of  quiet  feeling  I  think 
in  some  of  llioec  nursery  songs." 

'•  Yea,"  said  Mansfield,  mischievously  ;  "  that 
one  in  particular — 

'  I  hid  «  IJiile  hntband.  no  bigger  than  mj  iliiunb, 
I  put  liim  ID  ■  plnl  pot,  >nil  (here  I  bid  blm  dnim.' 

A  fine  pkce  for  reverberation  too — exceedingly 
well  chosen— he  was  out  of  sight,  but  every  one 
lieani  of  him." 


CHAPTER  XXX. 

"  AkI. — Whether  were  I  bat  to  send  liimt 

•  •  ■  ■  • 

Pan. — I  pray  you  go, 

Pro.-~Vi\\y  this  il  is!  my  hesrt  accords  (herelo— 

AnU  yet  a  lliousiind  limes  il  aatwcn,  no. 

■  •  ■  ■  ■ 

Pro, — I  like  thee  well, 

And  will  employ  thee  in  Borae  service  presently." 

Two  Gestleuen  op  Vebos*- 


"  Latr I  Blny  too  long." 


"Pro. — I  am  struck  to  the  quick." 


Hamlet. 


TeMPEST. 

"  King. — My  bonnur's  al  the  slake." 

All's  Well  that  Ekds  Well. 

It  was  well  for  Mr.  Mansfield  that  he  bad  arrived 
by  sliort  cuts  at  tlie  conclusion  of  the  colloquy  on 
which  he  had  set  his  heart  and  Mrs.  Porcival  h« 
tongue.    The  hitter  effective  instrument  genersliy 


I  uiB^nuat 


to  ao,  on  UH 


taiii  fuiiii<l  liitnscir  in  tlic  mi<bt  <i(  every  thtiig 

■M  charming,  at  llie  prcciM  mometii  when  hv 

pinud.     Uiit  did  111?,  M  hitfipy  f>c<)f>lc  011^1)1, 

Ibute  taUie  liappiiicHS  ufotlivrsi'     In  Uic  style 

■  orators  of  olti,  wtien  their  eloquence  grew 

iful  in  its  iiMlig nation)  let  bb  victJins.be  «d- 

|<to  coiDP  forth  as  nitnmse^.     AoBwer  tlien  ye, 

h  fiirtattoiLs  are  intcrruptv^l  at  the  moinviit 

yo4i  we  flirting  to  some  pur|>oee !     Answer, 

iinforluiukte    ueraber   of  the    bMiid,    vrhote 

I  are  experimentalizing  amongst  tJie  stofis  of 

Eoteti  and  «hoae  hamssed,  and  uervoos,  and 

td  ear,  is  trying  to  catch  the  delicacies  of 

rreluding  intonations.  Answer,  thou  dnCMl- 
boriicuUurist,  when  summoned  to  ilisplace, 
»  replace,  and  to  brouk  semicircles,  and  to  give 
^rtle  the  precedence  of  tlie  geranium.  Answer, 
lurvcyor  of  vermilion  tinted  ices,  and  of  palpi- 
jcUics,  B«  looking  from  bflbind  thy  pyramidal 
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But  many  wore  bqipy,  in  spiU  of  MunsRold  anj' 
bis  vsgariefl;  happiiiMt  oanw  lo  Uicm  willi  a  step 
90  boun<ling,  that  it  ovcrtlirew  erery  olMtacle  that 
clia»c«d  to  itamt  b«r<>re  it:  tli«  gates  of  the  bawt 
stood  open,  and  it  stopped  not  till  it  readied  ibe 
Mutre.     Tbc  sun,  tlie  sky,  even  the  grass,  though 
it  belonged  to  cortli,  spoke  of  the  bright,  the  beauti- 
ful, and  tbcpure.  Thvspiritofa  delicious  and  balmy 
day — why  is  not  tliu  human  soul  more  grateful  to 
its  God  for  days  like  these  —  days  that  seem  te 
bimI  from  the  uttsecn  heaven,  as  well  m  froca 
that  which  is  vttibic '{ — the  s(>irit  of  such  a  day  re- 
vivifictl   the  hody  and  the  mind.     The  mime  of 
heaven  niid  eurtli,  (for  tlie  binls  ('><  musioansof 
nature,  joined  their  harmonies  wiili  thiwc  of  ihf 
niuflciauR  of  art)  rang  cWrly,  and  swelled  triuin- 
plutiitly  through  the  delicate  summer  air.     Tli« 
tents,  riralliiig  the  lilies  in  the  sunshine;  tlie  tuft, 
like  bitxis  of  bright  plumage  located  In  public  gsN 
dfiiw^  waving  tlieir  vivid  colours  to  aiid  fro,  tm\fn- 
•oned,  but  joyous  still.    The  gUndng  of  msiry 
eyes,  the  peals  of  infant  laughter,  tlie  stir  of  happf 
life,   tlie   moving   picture,   tbe  procession   of  th* 
graceful  and  the  gay,  the  contrast  of  colours,  ths 
mingling  of  the  fresh  and  tbe  beautiful,  tlie  painted 
progress  of  existence,  such  as  she  delights  to  ma^ 
on  boliduys  of  tbf  heart: — all,  in  short,  that  wa 
not  too  csquisite  to  Iw  real,  and  yet  exc{uisitc  pw- 
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clspljr  b«cAUSt  at  the  moment  tt  bar«  the  imprcM 
of  the  pwlpabtc  and  Uic  true — ull  contributed  to 
CDcbwit,  to  exhilanttc,  to  iiwpire. 

Arrival  liad  followed  arrival :  tbe  crowd  thickened. 
The  groupi  divided  from  die  crowd  ;  pairs  diverged 
from  tbe  groaps:  further,  the  division  went  not. 
An  arrival,  perhaps  tlie  most  eagcriy  Iook«l  for  of 
all,  had  liad  ito  place  too :  carriaj^  bad  made  their 
afipearancc  witli  the  parly  from  Temple  Bourne. 

Mansfield,  urbo  in  the  course  of  tbe  manifold 
penecutions  be  bad  been  inflicting  during  bis  tran- 
rit — a  transit  that  bad  had  more  outlets  than  the 
Orinoco,  and  more  irregularities  tlian  tbe  Calbedral 
of  St  Mark  at  Venice — bad  contrived  to  exchange 
a  word  or  two  with  Mrs.  Pcrciral,  darted  at  once  on 
his  prey,  to  tbe  infinite  delij^bt  of  tbe  ever  vig). 
buit  poatry  oook,  who  breathed  freely  only  when  he 
b^ld  the  8tul«-art  form  of  Jupiter  Tonam  f^row 
*  beautifully  Ina.' 
^K  Mr.  Mansfietd  proceedml  to  accott  without  debiy 
^Hhat  division  of  tbe  parly  he  bad  intercepted  so 
^Blpportunely :  for  the  rest  of  Ixird  Meldon's  guests, 
r  they  hjid  hw  permistion  l»  go  where  tbey  ploa-<«ed. 
Smile,  and  bow,  and  nod,  struggled  for  precedence. 
He  ofTeriil  bi«  arm,  with  a  galbuitry  most  impres- 
ivr,  to  Kleanor;  assured  her  that  Mrs.  Mansfield 
lott  without  her ;  that  Kbe  waw  ubsolntely  tired 
death:   be  knew   Kleanor  would  help  ber;  the 
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nne. 


She 


t  deliglitfully  siUuUv<l  < 
b  bad  b«cB  pilcbed  imder  U»  own  npednl  rapn- 
JBtCTMicncg,  apentng  ta  tbe  breeze  from  the  west: 
ctaR  to  ike  tmuA     npiral  bmd.     DwiTen  wn  ■ 
dbdpfatoan  ia  every  din^ — andersMod  Qi«  iItHI* 
faf  cf  bifhssadfaButboys — fa«  woold  send  Ctn- 
f«n  to  brr  to  bc«|uil«-  the  timr— he  could  uik  u 
«*ll  H  any  «o»  be  knew — and  %\>c  night  uk  Urn 
to  be  WMMinr  too    mditnr  frvneni — be  w«s  ture 
tbe»  woold  be  tod  eaufuAoa  In  tbe  accoiinti — tk« 
hibeo  were  w  bent  on  acting  tli9  B^eeablt^^ireiy 
kind  in  tben  certainly — the  band  slioiiM  pby  wtel 
(be  liked — be  bad  oontrired  to  moke  snmvlliing  li 
tboae  feUowB  at  last — the  bogle  was  tbe  finest  be  hi 
ever  beard — be  knew  she  admiivd  the  Dead  Mvtl 
b  Saal — woold  sbc  bave  tbe  Dead  Marcb  in  iim\- 
she  bad  only  to  select,  be  couU  anore  her. 

And  ibufi,  amid  dead  marcbn  nod  aMinancn,  At" 
wUcb  none  are  apt  to  be  more  agreeable  to  a  bl^- 
ifcat  bcr  wisbes  were  bw,  Mansfield  unbend  Ii^ln- 
nor,  gncefiil,  ealia,  acquiescent,  into  tbr  presas" 
of  lus  pretty  and  smiling  wire.  And  ba^in^  \i\axti 
ber  bcbind  embroidery,  card  trorit,  oml  its  iidjuiKth 
like  a  sultana  brhiiMl  a  lattice, — putting  triflei  h^ 
twecnberandlenderncM— aliabitoftiiia  world,— A' 
rOMBibcrcd  the  enemy  in  tlto  rear:  bis  MlruRf 
bad  been  in  double  quick  time,  and  be  turned  hnA 
to  arrange  opentiont. 
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,     me. 


Ic  iiofiii  fotitM)  himwolf  opposed  to  the  phabinx 
hose  ranks  lie  Itwl  alrcndy  tbrowii  into  disorder, 
(leaded  aa  it  vas  by  Lord  Meldoii.  Oii  his  una 
liung  Horutia;  but  the  spirit  of  llie  fair  form  hung 
scwhen' — *'veii  on  tlic  uccenU  of  him  who  had 
^lacrd  bimsclf  on  her  rij^bl,  und  vim  addressing  her 
in  the  brief  and  broken  M-ntvnccs  ilial  to  her  were 
eloquence. 

"  My  dear  Lord,  pardon :    I  ask  it  after  Itaving 
purloined  your  daughter — the  feshion,  »n  tliey  tell 
me,  from  Othello  downwards." 
<*  I    think   wo    tciiat    not    pardon    him,"    said 
Etningsby  to  Lord  Mcldon ;   "  the  injury  he  lias 
inSictcd  is  too   reeenL     No!   ho  cannot  be  for- 
given :  be  is  not  yet  fully  u<«-are  of  tlic  extent  of 
fi  delinquency." 
**  'riiere  you  »re  wrong :   I  never  was  more  eon- 
ibs  of  wliat  I  wa«  about  in  my  life." 
"  You  kiww  ber  value  then,  and  you  deprive  us 
m  her,"  «>n(inuc<)  CuuingHhy. 

As  be  spoke,  the  omile  on  tbe  countenance  of 
Horatia  lo»t  a  [lortion  of  iu  radLincy. 
^Hr**  Every  one  knows  the  value  of  my  Eleanor,"  ■ 
^^marked  Lord  Meldon.    "  Do  yoo  not  iliink  so, 
^dear  Horalia 'f " 

^m  '*  Think  so— O  yes!     I  hare  ever  known  it;" 
and  tJic  voice  fjiltered  Nlighily. 

"  Well,  I  have  anchored  my  prixe.     Seriously, 
trs.  Manftficdd  could  not  do  without  my  Ifelte  cow 
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sbe  has  been  1on^n|;  for  hpr  arriral  the  who)< 
tnoniing.     Tlicti  there  is  Mre.  l*«rciviil,  slie  in 
OQ  toJcIng  povession  af  a  yotinf;  laHy  too :  «lic  hiuur({ 
tometomelhiasf  about  starsbein^divMed.   1  hcliera 
ftlieuri^ht — what  say  you,  Captain  Coningsby?' 

*'  Tltat  I  am  a  wonhippcr  of  the  stars,**  was  dw 
reply.  f 

"  A  very  fonuiintc  circiinMtance,  on  my  honour. 
Have  tlic  kin<lnet»  to  coiuliict  one  of  tlie  objects  of 
your  wonhip  to  enlighten  Mra.  Perdvn).  Slie 
will  \*e  infinitely  obliged  to  you." 

*'  Now,"  continued  Mansfield,  draKinir  Loid 
Mcldon'<<  arm  through  hn  own,  and  acting  on  the 
afsuraplion  that  lloratia  had  no  fiirtlier  ocouton  for 
the  other,  *'«cmust6nd  outDanversif  we  can;  b( 
has  been  inqniring  after  you.  But  we  will  toAt 
a  tour  of  the  tent*  Rrtt  I  want  to  iihow  you  a  vrry 
pretty  little  novelty  wo  bare  just  imported  inU< 
GIouce«ter«hire — a  perfect  ro«e  bud. — Talking  of 
rose  buds,  how  is  Lady  Meldon  ?  Flowers  alnyi 
remind  me  of  her,  especiallysince  I  threw  down  the 
Cape  jessamine.  I  hope  sbo  liked  the  one  I  KM 
her.  Never  mind  Jupiter — lie  only  wants  to  nret- 
hear  our  conversation,  Here  !  Jupiter  I  This  way, 
■irl" 

And  the  obedient  Jupiter  crossed  over  to  bii 
master,  and  looking  up  in  his  fiice,  and  finding  be 
could  make  nothing  of  it,  went  on  witlt  meawrfi) 
tread,  "  being  so  nisjcslicul." 
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"  I  cannot  tblnk  wbnt  nuikcs  Dc  Grey  so  late," 
rmunivd  MnrufivltL  "  Lctlore  to  write  I  MUpjxMv. 
Tbank  Hniven,  Mrs.  Mansfield  writ«i(  all  my 
leucra— 1  hate  letter  writing.  Clever  fellov,  De 
Grey." 

"  Very  clever,"  Baid  Lord  Meldon. 

"  He  will  rise,  my  tlciir  Lord,  be  will  ri«e,  depend 
■pon  il,  u>  tlie  highest  place*  in  tlie  stute.  Con- 
nexion to  introduce — ulent  to  pu«li  on — Htiikin^ 
penton — tbere  cannot  be  a  doubt  of  it.  1  seldom 
lake  tbe  trouble  to  predict  any  thing :  but  bere  I 
conceive  there  is  no  doubl.  I  will  stake  any  ilitn;^^ 
iMi  tlie  venture.  Add  alliance  to  all  this,  aitd  die 
ibin^  IS  done.  Just  tlie  nuui  too  for  women  to  ^1 
ill  love  willt." 

"  I  dare  suy  you  are  right ;  but  1  do  not  know 
tDudi  about  these  affdrs." 

"  Nor  I  neither — but  our  wivea  do,  and  tliat  i« 
the  mite  thing." 

**  Lady  Meldon  does  not  particularly  admire  Mr. 
De  Grey." 

**  O   very  h'kely — otlirr   peoptc  may  however. 

wish  I  had  a  daughter  old  enough:  nothing  1 
jhould  like  better  tlian  to  give  ber  to  De  Grey." 

"  Perlia]»  Mr.  De  Grey  will  consent  to  wait 
'till  the  young  lady  is  old  enough." 

"He  wait!  And  above  ull  things  wait  for  a 
wife !     He  never  wuilcd  for  any  thing  in  liis  life." 

"  But  it  is  not  probable  he  will  fall  in  witli  a 

tot.  ri.  p 
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Iiuly  wko  will  quite  apiwove  of  that  mod*  oF  ifa! 
ing,  I  nm  afmid." 

'■  NoUiing  more  probtble — I  will  engage  t. 
will  be  as  much  in  love  with  liim  os  he  with  hfr." 

"  Tliai  will  be  vcr)-  rurtiutatv,"  euid  Lord  Mel' 
don  quietly. 

••  Extremely  so." 

"  lie  is  hardly  rich  enougli  to  marry,  howerw," 
added  the  peer  more  gravely ;  "  parenta,  motbcn  il 

least "  and  a  coofmied  reeolleetion  vf  a  conrrr- 

lation  held  some  time  since  with  li»  lady,  «f  vrbici 
De  Grey  had  I>i.-cn  tlic  Rtibjecl,  and  of  a  hint « 
two  he  had  received  dial  morning,  simultiaMUilf 
crotMing  bis  mind,  he  changpd  the  oonvcraatioDi  by 
requesting  tUat  Mansfield  would  lead  hiia  up  W 
Colonel  t>aiiver«. 

In  the  mean  time  0>niiig«by,witb  Horatia  Ifliii^ 
on  his  arm, — a  familiarity  so  pleasant  having  bffx 
forced  on  him  from  the  firsl  by  tlie  provident  wawli- 
fulness  of  I^dy  Meldon, — advanced,  in  obedience  ^ 
(bo  muidate  be  had  received, towards  the  teatwluii 
wa«  bleased  by  the  Kaperinteiidencc  of  Mrs.  Perditl 

At  tlieir  appraich  the  started :  it  seema  iinTmrj 
to  subjoin,  tlutt  the  start  was  the  effect  of  a  natun'i 
not  the  offspring  of  an  aff'ected  surpriar.     She 
eeeiled  to  apolugiac  for  it,  as  she  esteitded  her 
(»  Horatin. 


ptv-fl 


Thu  is  a  suspicious  welcome  I  give  yool 
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hold  myself  bound  to  offer  ciplanatioo.     1  <h>  o** 
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you  to  conceive  (Imt  1  patronize  these  pretty 
femiaine  egitations ;  1  think  lliem  very  foolish :  but 
ou  took  mv,  ind«cd,  by  n  Strang  sort  of  surprise. 
I  noc  known—"  bimI  brro  hvr  voice  fvll  deli- 
itely  low — "  tl»al  your  licgo  lo*d  was  miii'it  luid 
lilesaway,  I  could  liave  avouched  that  I  saw  tgaia 
before  mo  the  BBUte  two  permoH  wbo  stole  on  my 
pencil  studioi,  on  «  Hay  wliich  yoit  certainly  cannot 
htvw  forgotten,  and  nho«o  exact  date,  therefore,  I 
need  tcarcely  take  tiie  (rouble  to  recnl :  your  utti- 
tu<lc — your  exprewion — your  very  silence  wm  the 
aame." 

A  sensation  of  exquisite  pdn  piercei)  i1itx)i^1i  the 
heart  of  Horatia.  On  whose  arm  had  she  leant 
then?  On  wbcve  arm  was  site  leaniii|7  now  ?  Aiid 
were  they,  indeed,  m  like,  tbut  even  Mr«.  Percivnl 

O,  who^who  could  bljune  ber?     None,  jter- 

hkps ;  but  she  blamed  herMlf.  Sbe  hod  felt  it  frain 
the  first:  in  tlie  feeling  iJtm  tliere  was  wiirning;: 
the  feeling  how  there  wan  punishment. 
She  stood  mute  aiid  motionless  before  tlic  keen 
and  eoinewhat  perplexed  eye  of  Mr*.  Perciva) :  ebe 
stood,  forgetting  tliat  tier  daim  oti  the  arm  of  Co- 
nii^Bby  wa»  past,— clinging  to  the  memor}-  of  sweet 
thingt  to  be  renounced — tlirinkiiig  from  the  adranee 
of  bitter  things  to  be  endured. 

How  waaiti'     He  knew  not — Ite  intended  it  not. 
Was  it  her  sigh  *:•     Was  it  ber  silence  ? — bcr  nncon- 
Bcious  reliance — her  involtuiiary  appeal — the  puss- 
rS 
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iiif(  of  tlie  pii.<won  ftofn  bresM  to  broMt  ^liUBg 
Ria^etic  cbaii)  f  Wu  it  this,  or  alt  of  tliew,  thit 
swayed  him  in  a  moment  so  bri«i^  yet  remembered 
ill  after  boun  so  lon^,  as  be  preased  to  bb  heart  tlie 
trcmbliu^  urm  tltat  lay  on  bis,  as  If  to  say,  "  'J'okc 
refuge — tcan  here  ?  " 

Willi  her  h««irt  abe  understood — vritli  her  heart 
she  answered — willi  her  heart  she  repented.  Thf 
arm  was  witbdmwn  ;  iind  the  slight  shudder  Ihata^ 
companie<l  the  actiuu  was  marked  by  him — ntarkeJ 
with  a  pang  of  the  soul.  He  stood  ooiivieted  to  hii 
coiwctencc ;  and  as  his  eye  fell  on  her's,  its  exprt»- 
tuon  revealed  all. 

He  remained  fixed  where  she  had  qnitted  hiiOi 
ami  (be  eye  rivetU'd  where  it  had  fallen.  She  •« 
down,  with  tlie  outward  eomposure  of  deep  efloTi. 
00  a  low  coftliioii,  behind  Mre.  Pcrcival,  her  beaA 
throbbing  confusedly,  and  her  fingers  trembling  and 
tingling,  us  in  ibc  absence  of  all  purpose,  tfci 
9waye<l  one  of  the  long  Inssela  of  the  cu»hion  ner- 
vously to  aiid  fro. 

Coningshy  turned  to  depart  What  else  is  lelil 
us  to  do  but  to  depart,  when  the  deed  is  done?  But 
Mrs.  I'erciral  stopped  him  ere  tlie  »eeo»d  step  ns 
taken. 

"  Uiigallant  as  you  are  I  Are  wo  to  be  lllia 
deserted  ?  Wliat  can  we  do  wiihonl  yoit  ?  All  lUi 
i>  quite  new  to  roe.,    1  bare  uniile  a  hundred  tnis* 


takes  already— people  generally  do  m>  when  the/ 
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are  out  vf  their  element  I  re<|uire  to  be  kept  in 
order,  m  I  sometimes  say  to  Mr.  Percival.  Your 
presence  will  be  ■  dieck  on  me.  We  stand  in  awe, 
w  we  ouglit  to  do,  of  tbe  Nirongn-  lex.  I  sltull  Irj- 
to  acquit  myself  discreetly  before  yog:  but  I  Iiavi* 
been  tliinkin^  of  my  cliildren — longing  to  have 
tbem  bcre.  Besides,  Mr.  Pcrciral's  siuuttion  can- 
not bill  eome  Acrow  me.  I  owe  it  to  Mr.  Mww- 
tield  to  bclwve  better;  you  sliall  be  ipy  for  him. 
Ttiey  tell  me  1  do  not  talk  half  eiiougb — ibm  1 
oagitt  to  praUe  my  goods  more.  How  can  I,  when 
I  have  made  so  many  of  tliem  my»rir/  But  for  die 
■■ke  of  the  cliaricy,  1  will  allow  you  to  pniise  ihcm. 
We  are  all  disposed  to  compromise  things  with  our 
eonftcience.     What  do  you  ibink  of  tiie  balloon  f" 

-  Balloon '/"  repealed  Coiiiiig»l>y,  medianically. 

"  Ye» ;  you  huve  got  your  luir»d  on  it  now. 
Only  think  of  Mr.  Maiufield  taking  Mr.  Green  foe 
Cupid  !     JiMt  like  liim,  wa«  it  not?     Do  not  press 

too  hard,  if  you  please.     I.w>k — do  look — tlicrv 

Mr.  MniisJicUrs  Cupid  in  the  middle  !  It  shows 
he  know*  nothing  about  love.  I  Batter  myself — 
and  yet  I  shouhl  tie  sorry  to  be  presumptuous 
in  iioy  tiling,  trifling  though  it  may  sevm — that  it* 
t  hod  wished  to  pouiiniy  I^ve,  I  should  luive  M-en 
the  propriety  of  dressing  hira  rather  differently." 

"  "nien,"  aaid   Mansfield,    gnily,   as  he   pawed 
rapidly  in  front  of  tbe  stall,  one  of  hts  rosy  children 
baghlngat  his  «idc,  "  you  would  not  have  taken 
p  3 
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«  Hear  lli«  profiinc  one^ 

«  \io  does  vrell   lo  disKppmn 

ikosc  9lriiig»,  CapUiin  Coning 

strongly  KUaeheditt  I  cotild  m 

"  Sironjfly  atuicUed  'f     Va 

muuniWretootl "  j 

"  The  words  seem  to  Btrtli 
how  a  purlicuUr  tdot  u  aw^ 
by  some  litile,  inwi{iiificunt,1j 
I  suppoM  myself  cMjwblf  of  j 
nature  of  h»  nrgiiroem,  I  »hd 
Locko  on  iieo*.   Vou  will  sq 
Will  yoH  not-"'  lulded  MwJJ 
"  Bfoides— lhi«  is  in  confo 
you  please— I  want  you  toi 
Hotntia— protly  UtUc  flirt  i 
moke  notliing  of  licr.     Sli« 
imiead  of  selling  her  good* 
It  M  happened,  however, 
lit  Udy  Mary,  Conlngsby  j 
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tnoooent,  in&oiile  <my;  hikI  when  people  flirt  ihey 
lwv»  no  time  to  do  wiy  tiiiiif^  else.  Wr  nil  know 
it  is  diffprvnt  witli  ^H,"  and  Mrs.  Percival  smilird 
Ri^iScanll)'.  "  Thut  which  is  simple  folly  in  some, 
becotnes  conpoond  Ireawii  in  otlivri.  Do«h  it  not, 
Captain  Coniiigsby?" 

Nu  answer  was  given  to  Mrs.  P«rriv)il:  i^ain  li« 
nored  amy. 

•'  You  a  squire  of  ditmes !  You,  tlwir  oworn 
TiMil '  My  dear  Horatia!  bid  him  slop  on  liis 
■Ufttianee  ]» 

If  indtred  Miss  Morningtun  could  bid  me  stop 

on   my   allegiance  .  .  .  ■"     Coitingsby  bei^n — a 

ooasoQuaneu  tliat  in  the  a^^rviit  plcosuiitry  tlicre 

ras  not  o(dy  more  tluin  met  the  cttr,   but  mare 

n  ought  t»  m«et  it,  made  him  interrupt  hini«clf 

ibrupily;    and    tlie    interruption  forced   back   on 

oratin  recoUeetionH   urbich  she  bad  driven   inltt 

lile*  compelling  the  relenting;  heart  to  turn  away 

BA  they  departed.     She  looked  down  suddenl)',  and 

then  stooped  lut  in  vigihitt  occupatton  over  ii  baaJcet 

an  llie  floor  behind  her. 

"Horatia!  1  shall  not  permit  you  to  keep  in  tlie 
ic4t  ground.     Modest  I  confess  you,  and  for  tlie 
Diodeaty  I  love  you.    I  used  to  be  very  shy  myself; 
and  troublesome  as  sliyncss  is,  I  have  alwiiys  con- 
it  to  be  preferred  to  its  oppoHite.      Mr. 
.1   is  of  tlio  Min«   opinion.     We  carefully 
any  dispowdon  to  forwardness  in  our  diil- 
F  4 
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dreti.     I  must  iinitt  on  your  kliowing  your 
liule.     All  •  here  you  are  agnin,"  itlie  oxckimecTI 
Charles  Lovel,  as  anu-tD-arm  vritb  Hi^rberl 
cooer  he  l<Hingi?i]  up  to  the  s(all. 

"To  be  sure;  where  can  1  be  better?  Enjierf- 
allyi  m  in  luMitiun  tu  your  formor  host  of  altra^ 
Horn  of  <H)ii  kiti*)  or  other,"  un<l  lie  glanced  at  Lkiy 
Marvi  where  «hc  stood  smiling  at  the  remarlu- 
now  critKiit,  now  oMmpIimentiir)-  —  of  vn  « 
tiir«e  [>oli»hed  tiller*  who  were  exhibiting  tben- 
oelven  before  ber, — "  you  hoUl  ray  latr  cowbi 
captive." 

*'  /  bold  her  captive  I  She  Rems  me  In  (" 
free  will,  I  assure  you.  There  b  the  KbdliM 
one;"  and  Mrs.  Perdval  pointed  to  Captain  Can- 
ingsby. 

"  Rebellious  I     And   in  such  company  T  •i' 
_HeTl>ort  Falconer,  witlt  lui  air  luilf  arch  luiil  ttfi 

itimcntal. 

The  archnesa  certainly  did  not  strike  Conin 
but  the  sentimentality  did ;  and  Uie  result  wa^  lU^ 
appronching  Horalin,  he  said :  '*  I  find  I  am  pM- 
iiounced  rebellious.  1  rebel  no  more.  Coaunonn 
roe,  if  it  is  your  pleasure  to  do  to." 

"  Very  deferentially  said  indeed,  and  only  j«*  I 
in  timer"  observed   Mrq.  Peraval;  "but  men  •!* 
ways  contrive  to  be  that:  it  is  n  remark  1  iiAp< 
make  to  Mr,  Percival.     1  wa»  goir)g  to  Instal  Va- 
Falwiier  in  your  office." 
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*<  I   insist  then   on  not  being  banislicd,  ut  nil 
erento." 

He  thinks,"  saiil  Love),  lagghing,  "like  Ko- 
niMs  that  tKuiiflimcnt  is  of  sU  rvils  the  worst." 

HcrtN-rt  Kolooner  huppcncil  to  l>c  too  young,  and 
loo  much  in  eariiMt,  ritlicr  to  tw  on  his  guard  or 
to  act  the  apathetic:  he  coloured  to  tlie  ryes  ;  tnA 
because  be  <Ud  not  know  what  else  to  do,  backed 
I  ioio  the  interior,  an<l  moved  (o  ami  fro,  enfragpil 
I  apparently  in  the  examination  of  some  articles  scat- 
LMred  around  him. 

^H  *'  I  8u«pect  1  shall  make  more  of  you  than  of 
^^Captain  Coningihy  after  all.  You  seem  to  have 
^an  inherent  aptitude  for  Ibese  things.  You  shall 
^^prre  id  your  vocation — iltc  best  plan  always — a 
^^nle  )>as  the  same  force  in  le»ter  as  in  greater 
^Tilings.  I  appoint  you  puree  bearer — here,  take  this 
ba^.  Honiiia,  love,  do  sec  wliat  Colonel  Danvers 
is  about.  I  am  wanted  here :  explain  about  Ilarle- 
uin's  vnuid  and  .lupiter — tay,  I  can  replace  the 
nd  tu-morrow;  and  show  him  that  fancy  waist- 
the  one  with  the  forget-me-nou  in  flosch  silk ; 
and  those  reading  marks, — very  useful  in  looking 
over  tilt.'  rough  copies  of  the  proceedings  of  a  court 
artiul.  ]Vay  go,  Homtia,  he  will  certainly  break 
«  balloon.  The  men  do  nothing  but  jerk  that 
balloon  through  their  fingers.  I  only  wish  they 
uld  have  taken  a  lesson  from  ^!r.  Perciral — it 
— ui 
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WM  on  tb*  table  clow  lo  hio  coack  the  whole  inoni- 
mg,  nnd  lie  never  touched  il  once." 

Honilia  did  as  slie  was  desired,  aud  close  to  lier 
coRtmued  to  stand  Coiitn^by — tlie  antruice  of 
Falconer  liad  duiiiicd  liim  tu  tbp  spot.  Sh«  ww— 
inore,Mlie  felt  tlial  be  w-us  nrar  lier:  tier  unswen  to 
tbc  Colonel's  inquiries  were  broken  nnd  sliorl— le 
broken  tbal  be  could  not  uiidenuiHl  tlie  profwsed 
lues  and  appluiiiccft  of  tlie  delicate  articles  Dnder 
review  and  dincusaion ;  and  so  sliort,  tbal  Mra.  P\ 
cival,  vrhen  sbe  cast  a  momenl's  attention  that  way, 
took  it  for  grunted  lluit  she  wnt  iH>t  isimikin^  at  ell——    I 

Sbs  waM  certainly  imfortunnle  in  ber  cu-mlju trices^*   I 
oil  lliis  inlerceting  uocuMoii.     L«idy  Mary  wm  oV^'j 
little  use,  because  slie  vnm  occupied  with  manys^H 
lloraltii  of  leas,  because  ibe  tna  engroesed  by  ooe— ^^ 
Like  tlie  ouly  eflicieiit  meoober  of  a  cabinet,  tbeie-  "— 
fore,  Mra.  Perclval  barl  in  &ct  lo  do  every  tbiufc— — 
Slio  was  bcro  and  every  wberei  cajoling  tbe  elderly*'' 
Kcntlcnioii,  wlio  were  coldly  smiled  on  by  Lady^ 
Mary  — coiiciliatijig  tbe  young  ones,  on  whom  Uo" 
ratia  did  not  smile  at  all. 

Iloraiia  became  vaguely  conscious  at  last  of  tb> 
)>er«eciitiiig  attendance  of  Falconer.  If  Rumnuwed 
by  Mrs,  I'ercivnl.  he  v/sa  in  an  instant  behind  bsr 
Kgatn  t  be  aa«i»led  ber  in  raising  n  sbell  figure  Me 
moment,  and  had  h!«  band  on  tier's  in  iiuotber  wh** 
it  reposed  on  a  mou  basket.     She  nav  that  wtnt- 
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tbing  l!ke  a  cloud,  however  soft  nii^lil  louk  tlte 
(tukiie««  to  faer,  was  gaUivriii);  on  the  brow  of 
Conitigiby.  She  taw  the  lip  tligbd)-  pressed — 
Uie  remark  restrained — the  approach  to  her  ruaciu 
— till-  ghuicv  ut  Faleoiicr.  IKt  •ipirits  «iTtf  worn 
—her  )i«»trt  wvnrictt  tviiJi  «irai)gi-  plciutiru  and 
Mranger  paio — knowiog  that  the  anM  he  mbrr- 
able  to-morrow — feeling  that  she  was  btest  lo-iJay. 
She  moved  in  the  warm  ahadow  of  that  beloved 
prcMncc>  A  curtain  iiiJccil  waa  b«twc«n  bcr  and 
the  sun,  but  the  gh-am  stok  tlirougb,  making  tbv 
folds  beautiful. 

"itliain  brtni;  you  anytbinf;!  you  look  limi," 
aald  Coningsby,  in  tones  more  soft  tliau  be  Imd 
ever  used  to  her  before.  "  Will  you  have  a  jelly 
or  an  ice  ?" 

"  An  icv,  if  you  ploaM." 

Coningsby  bowe^  and  left  her.  Advantagt  of 
bia  abMHce  mu  token  hy  tlic  boy  lorcr.  "  I  could 
not  »ee  that  you  were  tired.  I  only  saw  tlutt  you 
were  cbamiing." 

tloratin  stood  silrnt ;  tlie  neither  encouraged  nor 
disooaragnl — her  Uvitxt  was  ctsewberv. 

"  How  earnestly  I  was  looking  for  your  lurrtval ! 
Tha  &ir  was  a  blank  without  you — a  blank  at  least 
to  me." 

"  Mr.  Falconer,  take  these  ten  shilling*,  If  you 
please:" — but  Mr.  Falconer  was  cngiigctl  in  pre- 
«enling  a  draft  on  tlie  heart. 


1*1  uB  uruei  r" 

"  Hare  I  aaid  any  tbim 
wants  you,  and  I  tell  yon  1 
"  Bnt,  perhaps,  it  pie 
wLere  I  am  ?  Perh^  it 
here  ?  Are  you  ■aqirb«d 
"I  do  not  know. whU.; 
prised  at." 

"You  do  not  kiMvl— 

often  so  slow  of  apptAnm 

— I  breathe  but  near  you,  ■ 

Horatia  retreated  a  step  oi 

by  Falconer— he  laid  hia  hi 

shall  not  go.    I  must  qwak 

At  that  moment  Cmdiigal 

sparkling  with  delight     Hi 

Falconer's  hand  was  wiUidn 

to  Mrs.  Perdval. 

Coningsby  fixed  his   eyi 
quisitivelv  nn  Hn*>»;.     .1.- 
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'  YcHi  are  come  buck — k  b  belter  you  are  come 
Uiy  li«r«,  if   you  plet»e — I   wi»U   you   to 
liere." 

He  understood  perfectly  lUe  motive  of  tlie  re- 
^bu«ftt,  antl  Ilia  liL-art  leaped  iiiumplianlly  within 
Kn.. 

^1   •'Protect   herl"   he   iniinnur«d   to    hinDtelf:— 
^P*  protect    her  t  ay,  tiow,  nn<l  for  ever.      Protect 
iWr  !  alas  !  bow  ?     protect  her !  for  whom  ?     Gra- 
cious Heaven  !    And  I . . .  have  I  u  rigbt  ?    I  have 
00  right.  ..none  but  what  sbc  giveH  me. — Cikn  she 
ire  it?    She  cannot.     Why  did  we  ever  meet? 
Indeed  lovo  hi-ri'" 

lin  hia  involuntary  glance  spoke   the   same 
language  it  hud  done  before  : — he  handed  her  the 
in  silence — in  silence  she  rcc«'ived  it: — as  lie 
Dok  back  the  plate,  his  fingers  rested  for  a  mo- 
nent  or  two  on  ber's.     Was  that  lingering  touch 
forgiven  / 
"Horatia!" 
^_    Horatia  started  :  it  wan  tbe  voice  of  l)e  Oroy. 
^H   He   entered — be    gra»ped    tJie   band   suddenly 
^bsongaged,  and  the  grasp  was  of  iron.     Ho  aii<l 
^^othing — the  gm«p   and  the   glance   tliut  accom- 
panied it  were  enough — lie  liud  reminded  her  in  a 
moment  of  the  fntnl  letter. 

"Ah!  welcome — thrice  welcome!"  laid  Mrs. 
Percival.  '•  Pray  have  you  fallen  in  with  Mr. 
lansfield  on  your  way  hither  ?     I  wished  to  speak 
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to  Iiim.     He  flitted  by  as  for  a  moment ; 
seema  to  have  seen  him  «incp." 

"Hiivf  you  iwkpilJiipitcrToiians?"  said  DeGrey. 

"Jupiter  And  i  we  not  oa  termB,"  replied  Mra. 
Perciral,  Uugbiiig. 

"  Indeed  I  Ho  expects  you  perhaps  t«  opeak 
first.  However,  to  !ciiv«  tiese  tender  quarrels— 
where  iti  Mias  Dclletsle?" 

**  Now — I  will  Dot  answer  you  till  you  t*U  m* 
why  you  uro  so  late,"  und  Mra.  ]*erciral  glanced      — 
U  C«i)iiig»by :    he  wu  evidently  olM«rviag 
Grey,  and  she  was  HllsAed. 

",Lale — 1  am  no  later  than  the  last  diord  in 
overture — perfectly  in  time.     And  for  the  last  leii 
minutes  1  have  been  stumblii>g  over  one  or  othi 
of  Maaifield's  innumerable  cbildreti.     But  tlte  pre—  "^ 
vtous  (jtievtioii." 

"  Happiest  of  disengage*!  mortals  m  you  are 
go,  by  all  meaiiN,  and  offer  her  your  servieet.    Yi 
will  find  her  with  Mrs.  Mansfield.     We  are  vei 
often  won  by pttiU  nibu; — are  we  not,  Horatia^^  ' 
I   believe  it  was   the  cue  with  mytolt.    IMitw  "^ 
toimr  she  added  with  a  sigh  retrospective,  "Oal— -" 
ton  in  ambush  as  you  are.  you  lead  iia  on  to  greate?^^^ 
ones.    Itul  we  mu«t  not  talk  of  Care  in  a  Kene  llk^^ 
tills — there  U  no  place  for  him." 

"  Undoubtedly  not.  Fancy  Care  setting  op  ■• 
Stall  here:  he  would  get  no  body  to  help  liin  ' 
Poor  Care  I 


THE  EKOAOEHKHT. 


Sfi7 


'Minb  Iku  «Rnkied  Cmc  detidfi. 
And  Ltcf  htcT  baldldf  bMli  hli  ililm' 

respectful  of  laughter,"  cuntinueil  De 
grey  liair,  and  their  co-mate*,  wrinkles, 
oaght  to  be  rcvcTcncert." 
*■  A  prineijile  on  which  youti^  men  act  most  in- 
ttriably,"  said  Mrs.  Percival  rjuickly.  "  My  d<'ar 
^^Lady  Mary — the  other  set  of  doilire — tliey  are 
^Bic  prettivot,  I  think — never  mind  Charica  Lov«l'« 
^HongenM." 

^     *'  There  is  an  anta^ntftt  prindpleat  work,  ns  the 
■choob  say,"  subjoined  I)e  Groy ; — "that  whicli 
chains  us  in  our  lad)-*! shining  locks,  and  bids  us  pay 
oar  dcvdtioiM  to  the  smoothness  of  her  cheek." 
"  For  Heaven's  sake  ro  and  pay  your  devotions 
^     —you  are  in  ei'ery  body's  way  here." 
^H    **  tn   every   body's    way   here  ?     I    appeal    to 
^Homtia." 
^V    **  There  is  no  appeal  from  llic  sorercign,"  aid 

Mn.  Perciral. 
^K    "A  very  wholeeoine  doctrine  in  tlies*  times  of 
P^nob   frolic,    when   the    barometer    mounts    from 

IpBtrioliiun  presumptive  to  anarchy  apparent.       I 
nibmit." 
'     •'  I  am  very  glad  of  it.      I  have  sold  nothing 
^cc  you  made  yotir  appearance. — Now,  go." 
I     "  Wliat  do  you  ask  for  this  very  pretty  bunch  of 
QieartB,  my  dnir  miidam  't    But  must  we  take  all  of 


the  blest'     Ah  !  sml  hen 
I  always  thought  the  heart 
charactera  so  distinct  I — b 
graphic  ereo  to  the  note  of  i 
ting  though,  connderii^  tb 
ground.    I  want  to  know  k 
— >to  make  an  unpretrioBi  bv 
recommesd  me  a-iieif  ,im| 
will  not  slip  dirongh  ^  Ins 
rou — I  must  hare  that  toOk  ^ 
I  give  for  the  hearts  ?" 
'*  You  buy  hearts  7" 
"  You  think  it  more  {q  i 
steal  them  ?    What  say  yon, 
"There  are  some  heart! 
upon  them,  which  it  would  b 
replied :  «  Virtue's  own." 

"True,    perfectly  tnwb     , 
nature,   moreover,   do  not  i 
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catcb  St?    Or  shall  I  Ipap  out,  and  shake  myself 
ry  like  Jupiter  ?" 

Whtn  people  are  steeped  to  the  lips  ta  what 


By 


like. 


V  seldom  in  a  hurr)'  to  get  oat," 
id  Mrs.  Perciviil. 

aiMwer ; 
before  thi 


a 


I  take  it  for  granted  they 
.  .  .  iliut  alten  the  case, 
ifit  not'*  aiid  afpiiii  De  Grey  appealed  to  Con- 


Not 
their 


way 


in. 


igsby. 


«: 


"  Are  we  not  lightet)  on  by  the  eyes  to  which 
we  pay  homage  i.'"  said  Coningsby. 

'  DtuEieled  rather  than  lighted,  perhaps.     But 
^es,  or  hearts,  it  seems  decided  tliat  the  way  for- 
vurd  U  tlic  bc»l.     1  will  coin  if  I  may  not  Men) ;" 
ad  Dc  Grey  hiid  the  cluster  of  scented  hearts  on 
stall     '■  1  will  make  n  rote  noble  of  tlie  heart 
tO)  and  claim  it,  if  I  dare,  as  my  guerdon.' 
)r  take  an   angel   in   payment,"    said  Con> 
ing»by. 

De  Grey  smiled — "  Anjjels,   and  row  nobles  ! 
May  1  rcnturc  to  present  myself  in  such  i-om- 
^•oy?" 

^B  "  Present  yontself  in  wliat  company  ?"  said 
^Hlaitsfield,  at  the  suddenneia  of  whotie  approach 
^Vtotimoiit  »liivered  into  atoms,  none  stepping  forth 
even  to  gatlier  up  its  aslies.  "  Wc  are  all  finding 
j|t  witJi  you  for  being  so  late,  but  we  will  accept 
lur  apologies." 
'  Jtut  stop  a  moment,  De  Grey,"  and  Mansfield 
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putting  Ills  arm  tlirmtglt  Confngsby's,  dr«w  him  a 
little  npuru 

"  You  scfi  tltat,  I  suppose  f 

"Setwhat?" 

**  Why*  that  boy's  love  for  the  fair  (iaact^-e  'f 

"  I^an«^* — lore  !    Yes — no^yea — I  believe 
ilia." 

"  Udierc  you  did  1  Well,  1  Me  it,  iil  nil  evmto! 
in  fact,  I  know  it.  Mni.  Maititlield  iinil  I  vrert 
talking;  it  over  lant  night.  Highly  impm|icr — ex* 
ceeiliiigly  iiidecorou*.  I  told  Mrs.  Maiiitfirld  w. 
I  otD  Horry  I  anked  him.  But  how  tlie  deuce  could 
I  tell  be  would  make  such  a  fnol  of  tiimM*lf?  TIkim 
boyn  are  alwiys  getting  into  uime  scTn^>o  or  otlier. 
I  wish  to  my  soul  I  bad  not  asked  him.  NV 
what  I  want  you  to  do  is  to  have  an  eye  on  him — 
mark  him.  Jupiter,  you  are  iwnre,"  be  added 
laughing,  "  will  not  do  in  tlii*  cno  ?" 

•'  I  should  ibink  not,"  said  Coulngiby,  with  nn 
air  of  abstraction. 

"Tbink  not!  O  ho!"  naid  Mansfield  to  kin' 
self,  "  the  iair  Eleanor  has  Switched  biro— lit 
do0s  not  know  what  he  is  saying  or  doing— -thit 
love  seems  to  be  tho  most  popular  commodity  in 
llic  fair.  Well,  tlien,"  hu  contijiunl  aloud,  "« 
Lord  Hasliiigliam  in  ubroiui,  act  the  goad  cvaiip> 
do^Iake  care  of  the  bride.  In  (act,  I  oontiiknw 
it  proper  to  refer  the  aOair  to  you:  besklM^  it  ^ 
altogether  out  of  my  way.    Y'es,  you  mut  pbf 
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IntemUxt  beir — prercnt  oiisuiidcrsliindings. 

'tneti  of  nice  Iionour  alway*  pique  younvtvcs 

an  jrour  con<luc(  in  d^^licate  cUlenmaR,  such  aa  tlit* 

— you  nerer  lake  adrantaf^e  of  simitar  incidents, 

kIuiI«v*.t  be  nl  stake.     No — jou  are  above  tliat — 

wt  niMt  bare  no  undcrminiit)^  on  Falconer's  purt. 

^^1  depend  on  you,  remember.     Never  saw  ber  look 

^k  diarming  as  she  do««  Uwlay.     Some  excinc  for 

^HjjljMy  after  all — but  not  right — nut  rij^lit.     Take 

f~«Bre  of  her,  for  I  awurc  yog  Falconer  a  desperate. 

1  have  seen  it  all  along:  it  u  placing  ber  in  an 

mplcwant  predicament;  and  Uaving  invited  bim, 

I  feel  mixed  up  in  the  business — in  a  degree  rw- 

ponsiblc.     1  do  not  wiab  it  to  go  fartlier — here,  nl 

least.     Sir  Hubert  looks  a  little  grave  already." 

^ft  Sir  HuWrl  did  look,  indeed,  rwtlicr  j^raver  tliaii 

^B|m1;  but  IIS  be  knew  little  of  Herbi>ri  Falconer, 

^HH  notliing  of  l)i<  love-making,  iJie  cau»e  of  tbe 

gravity  amuredly  lay  ebewbere. 
I  "  Now  you  understand  me,  so  there  U  an  end  of 

^^t>"     And  Mansfield  broke  from  CoDiuf^Kby,  and 
^B^joined  De  Grey. 

^1  "An  end  of  it !"  murmureil  Coningsby,  uncmt* 
^sciouiily  repealing  to  Iiimteif,  gloomily,  tlie  light 
and  hurried  pliriLte  of  Mansfield— as  he  stood  like 
one  spell-bound — "  ilie  beginning  rather  of  Ibat 
whicli  ought  never  to  bare  begun.  How  is  all  tlila? 
Why  is  alt  Ihia  ?  Do  [  no  longer  love  Eleanor  ? 
I  no  longer  wish  her  to  love  me  ?     Do  I  cede 


ft» 
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lier,  with  only  tbc  edio  of  a  sigti,  (o  Do  Gr«y  ?  Am 
I  not  jealous  ?  I  am  jealous :  but  the  jealousf  hu 
QOtliing  to  <Io  with  Iter.  Once,  prrhapH,  it  hid. 
1  WM  suspicious— iny  pride  was  nniioyed — my 
|teiictnitio»  bHffle<l  hy  tliat  which  pasMsl  between 
them.  But,  O  Heaven  !  how  different  is  the^ 
jealousy  thai  racks  me  now.  It  is  made  up  of  itselfV 
alone — one  drop — but  that  poison.  I  did  not  court 
this  misery  —  I  did  not  prepare  tht«  treachery. 
Otiieni  forcml,  and  still  force  inc  on  my  fate.  And 
he — wliy,  bv  already  hales  me.  I  knew  the  hilcnH 
catueleOi  aud  1  insisted  on  bis  calling;  me  bfotlier 
stilL  I  always  loved  him  a«  a  brother.  U  the  liate 
causeless  now?  Could  tlie  cbu^  be  heavier?  H< 
knows  not  of  it  yet — in  tlie  dark  1  injure  hitn. 
Thus,  then,  at  hist  1  love,  where  I  cannot  love  will) 
honour.  Why  did  he  see  her  first  ?  She  doa 
not  love  him — I  thank  Heaven  for  that.  Tbuifc 
Heaven  lliat  she  will  be  misemble  ? — Kleanor  loved 
him — I  knew  the  fact;  and  after  Uic  fir«t  I  wu 
calm.  Am  1  calm  now — even  when  I  know  and 
fe«l  that  Homtta  tores  htm  not?  Calm!  Tb't^ 
then,  is  love  ind««d  t  Win  bis  bride  in  his  absene*.' 
Wait  to  injure  him,  till  th^  injury  would  aliil|r 
deepest?  Stand  apart  before,  and  take  the  ^>riilf^ 
now,  tliat  will  fling  him  prostrate  ?  ^^'oo  fint  iW 
woman  who  loves  him ;  adore,  ilien,  tlic  woman  who 
loves  him  not,  hut  who  is  bound  to  lore  him  ?  I" 
ffllher  case  cro«s  Uic  path  tlmt  belongs  to  hiia- 
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meet  him  at  erery  turo — brusli  a^mt  him,  wlietlitH' 
I  advaiico  or  retrent  'i  Kotreiit !  I  caiitiot  :  on 
every  flidc  a  liuvd  forora  inv  Inck.  Tu-iliLy  I  ain 
cliaincd.  And  to  be  (l»(urb«(l,  too^  by  die  mad 
folly  of  II  lK>y  I  Hiivv  I,  nbovr  all  m(.'n,  ttic  n);lii 
to  be  nnjfry  witli  Uim?  In  llie  inconsi(lerateiie» 
of  yoiitli  he  dws  but  do  that  openly,  which  I  do 
seerotly.  So  much  for  inaii'«  honour !  Mansfield's 
trord*  uruck  home.  But  »lte  upi>e«led  to  mo — 
bow  eould  I  <juit  her?  Quit  her — 1  have  <]uiited 
b^ — be  is  witli  her — he  persecutes  her — it  csiinot 
be  dishonoorable  to  guard  her.  Do  I  not  guard 
ber  for  Ha^lingbam  ?  For  him  I — she  will  be 
wret<:hetl ;  and  he — perhaps  bis  is  the  darkest  doom 
of  all.  And  I — I  whora  he  distrusted — I  whom  he 
shunned  ^I  bare  stood  in  the  distance  to  which  ho 
banishi-tl  me — stood  uhcrc  he  could  not  see  me; 
and  as  bis  luippincss  passed  before  me  1  struck  it 
down,  and  set  my  foot  on  it,  and  crushed  llie  exqui- 
site life  out  of  it  for  erer !" 

Slowly,  and  with  bent  brow — re«olve<l,  and  yet 
trresoiule — Coo ingsby  retraced  lib  steps  to  tlie  stall 
presided  over  by  Mrs.  Percival.  He  saw,  the 
moment  he  gninnl  it,  tlmt  something  had  pusetxl 
between  lie  Grey  Hiid  Horuliu;  hU  lip  was  still 
doM  to  ber  ear,  and  bis  Itaud  resteit  on  tlie  light 
fblda  of  her  scarf  where  it  pn^ed  over  her  sliouldcr 
— rnted,  a»  if  to  detain.    He  turned  round  rapidly. 


bv  atter  MaoiMii 


I  m  Ut%.  P«rafal  wa^  ibc  did  not  Cul 
lafCoiiia^Bbjr.   Sb«  ooaU 
Ujr  ia    bar  ewfl 
of  tbedcpraaim 
wdgfaed  with  b«r 
:  k  atndt  Wr  there  ww  aooietbiiq^  aotitt- 
riiMfcity'i  mmnet  t»  Hands:  slw  w 
hb  aifiiiimi  lonnk  HMicrt  F«l- 
4  a  k  •  IM^  of  bnffctiiMi.    AtLopI 
■'•  caaM,  packip  ha  tboof^fat  it  incutt- 
«■  Vm  to  hMp  1^  )iwg  BMuiV  wrnsibilitlci 
i;kaiglMb*HkMWinra — bot  thvaUMR 
bAm{  Mm^  alMMit  Honti*— «hc  nuM 
k  ■■•.    Oae  tUng^  bowewr ,  wu  what  il 
W — De  Orev,  bf  dus  time,  was  u  dw 
ti  DMMr  BcUvU*.     And  u  Mn.  Peronl 
aad  pabioiMd  Imt  fiusily  in  all  ita  raoaifii^ 
mmI  m  Or  Grey  eoMeqiic»djr  wu  to  I* 
'  bvW  or  piffwinil  M  a  naurr  of  «oinH> 
«fc*  fiHeiWrH  bcfKtf  ifcat  all  wai  goiag  on  pKMp«^ 
aMty.  ai  iff  a»  He  was  caacenwd. 

AadJUOe  GrrjpnHper?  Erery  one  dcflsx' 
(ka<  W£d.  as  he  bavend  vitli  gay  deference  reB>^ 
ibepaecMbeiop  who  smiled  oa  hini.  Whonsyl''' 
the  naay  thaaghts  dtat  cnratdedon  her,  as  akcm^' 
AD  of  thrn  eertaioly  ware  not  read  by  UtGnj- 
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confictioD)  (Wiir  to  her— -dungerous,  perlia)><i — 
drcRiny,  prophcdc,  that  hwl  nothing  to  do  with  De 
Gtey — bad  let  in  ligbt  on  her  liearl.     Erery  tiling 

,d  prepared  lier  for  the  conviction.     She  knew 

dip  liret  that  Horatiii  had  ricccired  herself. 

Whut  marvel  then  tlmt,  while  her  heart  was  re;^ 

ing  each  crcnt  as  it  paseod,  slie  marked  on  tl>e 
loctant  when  one  nrosr  from  amongst  them,  ut 
whose  »peet  tlte  rest  turned  jmie  'i  Love,  with  its 
TOM — marriage,  with  it«  ring ;  would  they  not  botli 
depart?  Depart !— Did  slie  «t«nd  iherr  to  walch, 
to  vrara,  or  to  bope  ?  Watch  ! — she  lind  done  iluit. 
Warn  I — liad  not  Iii»  hand  oiicc  heen  o0'crc<l  to  her  ? 
Hope  t — she  had  alinoHt  forgotten  what  hope  wMt ; 
enough  that  alie  liad  ceased  to  fear.  Her  miin) 
had  acquiesced  in  a  belief  tltat  soothed,  and  her 
hoart  was  contented  to  sit  still;  the  pieeaure  was 
removed — she  was  bappy.  The  happiness  shed 
arouiid  her  a  softness  and  aninution,  that  rendered 
her  susceptible  to  the  homage  of  De  Grey.  She 
was  flouting  oii  a  summer  tide— the  mustc  which 
:rd  her  seemed  a  part  <>f  tlie  Hummer. 

De  Grey  thought  be  bad  never  seen  her  look  so 
beautiful,  at  through  tbe  pictureM]ite  clianges  of 
that  day  of  pleasant  mirtlifulness  he  waited  at  Iivr 

c,  and  on  lier  smile.  Now,  as  group  after  group 
Bviiig  dejMirled,  he  escorted  her  by  th«  partially 
deserted  stalls,  amusing  her  with  gay  remark,  and 
comment  conveying  courtesy; — now,  u  loitering 
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CHAPTER  XXXI. 

"  Did  not  I  dince  with  you  Iq  Brabant  once  t" 

Lotb'i  Labour  Lcmt. 

"  Snrprue 
That  apning  at  flnt  to  hii  arrested  eve*. 

'Tia  he  [  how  came  he  thence !  what  doth  he  here  t" 

Lara. 
"  Since  jou  have  hegun. 
Have  at  yoa  for  a  bitter  jeit  or  two." 

Tamihq  of  the  Saaew. 

"Socb  men  are  dangmnii." 

Jutioa  Caiar. 
"Come,  'da  no  matter. 
Do  not  70U  meddle,  let  me  deal  in  tbia." 

Much  Ado  aboui  Nothimo. 

Thus  stood  affairs,  and  the  position  being  hem- 
d  io  on  all  sides,  thus  they  continued  to  stand,  till 
!  night  of  the  Master  of  the  Ceremonies'  ball. 
there  were  a  movement  discernible,  it  was  but 
it  nervous  movement  which,  betraying  an  incli- 
roL.  III.  B 
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nation  to  advance,  &lls  back  immediately,  like  fear, 
recoiling  "even  at  the  sound  itself  had  made:" 
the  movemeiit  not  of  action,  but  of  want  of  power 
to  act — a  sign,  not  a  step. 

Lady  Meldon  had  on  this  occasion  stirred  her- 
self languidly  up,  as  De  Grey  said,  with  a  silver 
spoon,  and  a  white  kid  glove  on  all  the  time,  to  a 
state  of  such  suflBcient  ebullition  on  the  surface, 
that  she  found  herself  enabled  to  rise  gently  above 
the  rim  that  confined  her,  and  murmur  audibly  for 
a  moment  or  two  beyond  it.     It  was  a  distressiog 
thing  certainly,  the  having  to  go  to  tlie  ball :  she  !ia<[ 
made  tip  her  mind  when  she  re-entered  the  county, 
that  she  would  never  go  to  any  of  the  halls;  and 
she  was  sure  she  should  be  annoyed  while  there, 
and   ill  after  it.     But  Eleanor   had  petitioned  so 
earnestly — Horatia  having  made  it  a  point  thatslie 
should  go — and  as  Coningsby  was  with  them  stili— 
she  could  not  think  wliat  made  him  stay  so  long— 
and  as  Sir  Hubert  would  be  there,  ami  that  abomi- 
nable Mr,  De  Grey — and  as  no  dependence  coulo 
be  placed  on  Lord  Meldon — she  had  heard  ftoK 
one  channel   or  another,    enough    regarding  i^ 
Fancy  Fair,  to  be  aware  of  that — and  as  publi' 
balls  afforded  shelter  for  all  nianuer  of  improp« 
flirtations;  especially   when  the  crowded  stale*' 
the  rooms  offered  such  an  excuse  for  young  W* 
being  unable  to  get  bach  to  their  chaprrones-^ 
short,  she  felt  that  there  was  nothing  left  for  her.b"' 
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go  and  do  ber  dut^,  and  \»  mtseniMp  :  virtue, 

thb  cm4f,  not  prommng  to  b«  in  own  rcwnrtl. 

Her's  was  certainly  a  coiirw  ns  full  of  p^rplpxitio*, 
u  tliBt  to  be  pursued  by  wmv  iiiiforruimic  miniMer, 
wb«ti  he  bas  one  momeni  to  court  a  dativ(>roii«  ally, 
then  turn  round  to  fitee  an  en«my,  and  then  dio- 
cover  that  iJie  «nomy  lias  entered  into  neirociations 
obtcb  threaten  to  iind^rfntne  tlie  Htahility  of  his 
power,  and  cfiV-ct  nn  cnlranco  for  himself.  She 
would  be  very  jslad  of  ConingshyV  immediate  pre- 
sence, as  Imifj  as  he  Itcpt  Kleanor  from  Dp  C>r«y — 
but  slie  alioulil  Iw  just  as  anxinuo  for  lit*  alwciice, 
if  he  proved  the  meanit  of  keeping;  Sir  HuWrt  ut 
the  Mune  decorous  divtance.  As  for  the  nef^iiH 
ttonA  referred  to,  (hey  inif;hl  iie  carried  on  in 
cypher,  »o  llint  alie  cotild  not  ihorau;^iily  under- 
■tand  tliem :  carried  ou  bowcrer  thoy  were,  Hhe  was 
certain,  betwron  lier  daughter  rihI  I)e  Grey.  Lord 
Meldon  oiiffht  to  Imve  known  better;  btit  she  Wl 
anticipated  all  «>rt«  of  eri)  from  a  hiney  Fnir  con- 
ducted under  Mr.  MajtsReld'a  aii«]>ice8.  She 
wished  slie  had  never  left  Vienna. 

Was  she  singular  in  a  wi&li  apparently  m>  mal  d 
prt^tf  So.  ConingsbyfltomlamidHtall  the  beauty, 
the  brilliancy,  the  cliann  of  the  M:ene :  Eleanor  in 
her  graceful  lovelinewi.  bJiining  in  it  like  a  pure, 

it  Mat — such  a  ^ar,  sa  in  tnit)i  lie  had  at  one 
Be  i/Mrihipped,  when  he  had  beheld  it  in  •cenc« 

festal  and  more  courtly  fiir :  and  he  nskcil  the 
b3 
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question  of  liis  heart,  "  Why,  when  I  look  on  her, 
<\o  I  not  feel  as  1  used  In  fc«l  ut  Vienna  ?" 

A  dreamy  iti«lttnclioIy,  Wtonging  to  the  recollec- 
tions of  u  past  lliat  had  been  Eweet,  and  compared 
witii  the  prMCiit  calm,  lent  iu  expression  to 
his  mwlitative  glanc*;  1m  ooloured  m  she  met  the 
tclance : "  Do  you  kiiovr  wliat  1  ww  thinking  oft 
I  have  been  iJiinking  of  when  1  used  to  dnitce  with 
yoti  nt  the  court  twlli  of  Vienna." 

Slie  coloured  ako:  she  was  aware  that  tlie  unwoDl- 
ed  line  upon  that  in^nuous  and  oinuly  f»c«r,  $<prunir 
from  a  conseiousness  that  all  was  not  now  m  it  liit'l 
been  ut  Vienna.  She  felt  tkat  the  xooner  he  wm 
nude  nwur«  tUat  she  was  not  jgtiorani  of  tliis,  ibe 
better  for  him.  She  saw  bis  embarriusment ;  ami  lo 
see  it  gave  her  pain.  CircMin»ianc«s  bad  conilnned 
formerly  to  divest  of  all  restraint,  almoHt  of  all 
cuiKTidment,  the  interconrse  between  Kleanor  and 
Coniiigsby :  Utvr  circtim^luneiMf  had  created  a  trm* 
[>i>rary  restraint ;  and  there  had  been  indeed  con- 
cejilment  on  «  point  wfaicb  affeetcd  vitally  thr 
nature  of  the  iatinacy  between  them.  But  tlw 
habit  of  early  years;  tlie  candour  of  both;  the  in- 
terest each  look  in  die  welfare  of  the  otJ»er;  tl* 
reliance  placed  by  Kleanor  on  Coningtby;  th* 
deference  felt  by  Coningsby  for  her ; — all  agnii 
re-contbined,  to  break  down  the  artificial  harrio 
tbatiM  by  the  incaniatimis  of  tnagic  had  risen  i^ 
they  hardly  knew  how  and  when,  boiween  liirmt 
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and  tbe  Rne  aense  of  Eleanor  rii!icovi>rccl,  ibnt  tliv 
moment  was  come,  wben  iiist«ad  of  ftpeukitig  from 
lilitd   it,  Bbe   might  glide  tlirouglt  lU  slwdowy 
'incs,  nnd  compel  tlicm  to  drop  insensibly  avray. 

I'lie  colour  was  Htill  upon  her  clierilt,  when  alie 
answered  geniJy,  "  You  know  how  I  told  yotTT" 
wished  it  to  b«  at  Vienna.  Shall  it  not  be  «>  Mill  ? 
Can  any  thin^  tlislurb  our  kindly  feelings  for  cacli 
other i^  No!  that  is  not  possible.  It  w;ui  u  pity 
you  spolte  to  me  again — it  could  not  be.  I  am 
«orry  you  spoke — bot  it  is  post.     I  am  to  dance 

I      wilii    you  to  nigbt — you  sbull  find  me  the   same 

^partner  I  vm  at  Vienna." 

^B   She  put  her  arm  within  his;  again  be  coloured; 

^A0  fell  tint  she  knew  all.   He  thanked  !i«t  with  the 

^Warmth  of  liis  a«iem  sout,  for  what  she  had  said: 
and  like  Latiy  MekloO)  he  murmured  to  himself, 
"  This  could  not  have  happened  had  we  remained 
at  Vienna." 

tThey  joined  Lady  Meldon ;  Eleanor  led  him  uii, 
e  he  found  courage  to  reply. 
He  had  chalked  out  a  plan  for  the  evening.     It 
IS  impossible  indeed — so  he  feared — but  tliat  lie 
ust  <lunce  with   Horatiii:  yet  he  was  coiisnou>i 
that  honour  commanded  him  to  i>e  with  her  an  littli- 
as  possible. 
^B    Lady  Meldon,  however,  lta<l  arranged  already  a 
^■eries  of  commands,  some  of  which  were  likrly  to 
^BlUTOund  the  solitary  command  of  honour,  and  bind 
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it  pritont-r  oil  tbe  spoL     Up  atarted  tlie  (inl,  tin 
iustiitit  tlittt  bcr  ccnitbiiing  glance  dmcuvcTed 
tlic  Hi«Uiiee  the  IlkIh  cfamniil  curl*  of  De  Grey. 

"  Heary  I — Eleanor,  ciia]i|^  teats  vrrtli  Uriiry,! 
you  please ;  1  want  to  speok  to  liim." 

The  change  of  position  was  effected. 

'*  Sir  Uubert's  party  has  just  entered  tlte  rnotn." 

"  Has  it  r 

"  I  suppose  you  daiMC  witli  tloratia?" 

"  Yw.*' 

"  Yon  engaged  her,  I  coaclud«,  long  since/" 

"  EngBj^  her  f" 

*'  Why   don't  you  know  what  I  mean  ?     Tliii 
BgH^cmcnt  of  ooarw  .  . . ."  ■ 

'riic  voty  mune  of  engagement  van  hateful  v> 
Conijigskyt  and  he  said  hurriedly,  *'  There  is  liitl' 
pl«Mura  In  (landiig  in  siicli  a  crowd— later  in  cb 
•voning— there  i»  \iitu>  tnougli." 

"  Pray  do  yon  ini-an  to  do  notliinj;  Imt  sit  i 
talk  to  Eleanor?   You  arc  realty  very  idle  He 

"  I  am  going  to  dance  with  Eleanor." 

"  I  tlioughl,  EleaoDT,  you  were  going  to  JmB^ 
with  Lord  Ludlow  ?  1  beard  him.  I  am  Mire>  MV  "* 
in  the  carriagi>." 

*•  Ye«— after  this  dance." 

"  And  I  presume,"  tuiid  Conihftsby,  with  on  •■' 
of  gaiety  that  mocked  tlie  honrt,  "  1  may  alt  v** 
Calk  witli  you,  while  Eleanor  is  dnncing." 

"Very  complaisant  indeed— but  I  have  no**' 
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inak<?  the  young  ladies  jealous.     Yoti  ouglil  to 

a  littlo  more  attentire  to  Ilurutia:  a  litlle  more 

fmprttai.    People  will  think  you  are  annoyed  at  the 

iDBrriagc:  you  ought  to  be  indeed.     I  don't  nee 

^Jiow  you  con  liclp  it." 

^B  Alas  I  for  Coningoby— tt  wns  that  mine  idea 
^^pat  miMle  bu  ponitiori  ao  intolerably  painful:  true, 
^Tlwre  was  no  help  for  it. 

k"  I  dislike  circular  rooms,"  said  Lady  Melduii ; 
(rery  body  seems  so  near  one ;  and  tlie  round  is 
Ite  so  indebtignbty  by  tlie  promenoiilcre,  that, 
ts  still  a*  you  can,  you  are  sure  to  be  sur{)ri««d 
by  some  disagreeitbli;  person  or  utlier.     I  think, 
ilonry,  as  the  quadrille  is  not  finished,  you  will  just 
iiare  time  to  inuodncc  Mr.  L)c  Grey  to  Lady  Mary 
Estconrt.      I   »houl<l  not  siippofte  Lord  Stanfield 
^woald  much  admire  her  coining  here,  solely  under 
^Wr.  Mansfield's  very  eligible  §urveillancc.     I  pre- 
^■Mtoo  be  bas  taken  a  ticket  for  )iis  Newfoundland 
^Blo^.     My  dear  Henry,  do,  if  you  please,  rouse 
yourself  a  little,  and  intrmluce  Mr.  Dv  Grey,  as  1 
said;  tlien  nhe  will  have  as  much  flirtinfr  m  can 
possibly  be  good  for  licr." 

ft"  Docs  Mr.  De  (Jrey flirt?     I  should  say  not:" 
d  Coningsby  looked  at  Eleanor  with  an  exprcs- 
-.^n  more  unembarrassed  than  he  had  worn  for  day«. 
"  1  only  know  that  he  docs  every  tiling  that  be 
ought  nut  (o  do,"  remarked  I^uly   Meldon.     "  1 
h-ally  wish  you  would  go,  Menry." 
b4 
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And  tite  wbb  w  as  real  its  any  wisli  could 
be;  for  its  origin  vras  two-fold.  She  was  denrou* 
tlist  ^r  Huberl  bImuUI  not  find  Contng»by  planted 
BO  immovably  at  tlie  side  of  KIcanor ;  and  she  >» 
Hnxioiis  to  fasten  a  partni>r  on  lie  Grey.  Con- 
infptby,  kowerer,  had  been  rvaoluU,  and  oontiniivd 
resoliitp,  in  disappointing  tlie  wt«h.  Hv  knew  who 
vaa  leaning  on  tiie  ann  of  De  Grey.  "  I<ady  Mary 
is  engaged :  I  saw  Mansfield  give  her  up  to  a  gen 
ilcmaii  just  now." 

"  Very  likely ;  you  have  been  so  long  thinking' 

i>ut  iu  I  do  hope,  Eleanor,  yoii  will  not  dance 
with  Mr.  Dc  Grey— his  st)-le  of  dancing  doe«  not 
burnvonise  with  youn — h«  talks  so  much,  too,  that 
hv  alnolutely  disturbs  tliv  qua<lfillc.  He  gare  tw 
II  licadaeh  tlic  other  ihiy,  when  wo  <linod  at  Morn- 
iiiglon.  Wliat  with  die  music,  and  his  tnlkinjt.  F  fl 
did  not  know  where  I  was."  ~ 

*'  1  do  not  see  bow  I  can  refuse  to  dance  »itli 
him,"  said  Eleanor. 

*'  Say  you  are  engaged :  you  can  dance  again 
with  Henry." 

"  Tbank  you,  my  dear  Lady  Meldon ;  but  will  it 
b«  quite  fair  to  conspire  a^aimtt  Mr.  l>e  Grey  'f 

"  Qtiitc  fiiir  f  1  ooitsider  every  ibing  fiiir,  wiw 
»  perKpn  like  Mr.  ))e  Grey  is  concerned.  He  rr- 
(juire«  to  Iw  kept  in  check." 

"  But,  mamma,  I  gave  Mr.  De  Grey  my  Jto- 
mise  to  dance  with  him,  at  the  Fancy  Fair." 
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"  It  appean  to  in«,"  ntd  Lady  Moldon,  bitwrly 
•*  Uiat  tnucb  wbicb  sbould  and  might  bare  b«eri 
avoided,  was  done  at  tbe  Fancy  Fair." 

CoiiJDgtby  stoned.  Clc-unor  pcrccivod  (lie  start 
and  looked  at  bim  Hurronfully  ami  kindly.  "  Is 
Mr.  De  Orey  coining  tliis  way,"  sli«  aaked,  simply 
to  give  bim  somelbing  to  wbicb  to  reply. 

"  Eleanor,  that  is  ratlier  oit  extraordinary  (|ues> 
tion,  I  think.  Of  counie  Mr.  De  Grey  ts  coming — 
precisely  becauM  lie  knows  tbat  to  rk  at  leasi 
his  coming  will  be  unacceptable." 

FortuiuiU-ly  for  the  recovery  of  Lady  Meldon'a 
equanimity,  tJie  individuals  Irom  Mornington  llall 
wbo,  in  the  first  instance,  laid  claim  to  ber  welcome, 
vtrv  Sir  flubert  and  Itis  daughter.  The  ii|iproacb, 
L^dy  Mcldon  perceived,  with  secret  sali*ifuctioiii 
IimI  b«en  made  as  soon  as  the  road  was  cleared  to 
lliem  by  tlie  tcrmiiiaiton  of  tits  quadrille. 

Coningsby  rose  bastily — bowed  to  Sir  Hubert — 
look,  with  aliand  scarcely  more  firm,  the  trembling 
one  of  iioratia — addrewed  her  hesitatingly — turned 
frotn  her — looked  at  her  again  for  one  brief,  bitter 
nuHnenl — asked  Eleanor  if  they  had  not  better  pre- 
pare to  take  their  places  in  die  dance — peuted,  and 
looked  again  at  Horatia, 

'♦  One  moment,  if  you  please,"  said  Sir  Hubert. 
"  You  dance  with  my  brother,  I  believe,  uftcr- 
wanla?' 

"  Eleanor   dances    tlie    next  dance    nitb   Ixird 
a  5 
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Ludlow,"  H^d  Lady  Meldon,  as  qtudcly  u  U 
pomible  for  lier  to  say  any  thing. 

"  My  bfotlier  will  be  so  far  happy*  then,  ibst  h' 
w{ll  bavt!  n  lun^r  p«rtod  for  plensant  nnticipatJoo' 
Ultbout  intorfiTing  witli  htm,  mny  I  ptvsrnt. 
quest  tooT 

The  word*  "  interfering  with  him,"  werf 
ttoanced  with  a  iilight  dtyroe  of  ctnpliwit ;  aitd  m 
beinjf  all  emj^tic  person  tieraelf,  any  tiling  of 
pliasis  wsa  *pt  to  annoy  Lady  MeUton. 

It    did    so    in    this    instance ;  but  veiling 
diipleasure,  «lic  said,  "  Eleanor,  my  lore,  yoa  il 
not  answer  Sir  Hubert." 

"  I  beg  paitton  j  I  was  thinking  which  was  the 
dance  I  was  to  dance  with  Mr.  De  Grey.  Heaiiil 
he  was  afraid  his  party  might  be  later  than  tmn,  •• 
account  of  tlio  distance,  and  one  thing  or  anolhtr: 
id  wo  had  •omc  little  c&lcuhition  about  it." 
'  Louis  Icani  to  cnlculato  !  Only  you  could  y** 
taught  him  to  do  thau  Make  the  most  of 
iriuinph — leoA  him  cliainod  to  your  car." 

This  speech  displeated  Ijidy  Meldon  diotv 
the  fomer  one.     She  became  imprctwd  with 
idea,  tint  there  was  a  mrt  of  understanding  betMf 
8ir  Hubert  and  De  Grey. 

"  I  perceive  Captain  Coning»by,"  eoniiauwl  Sir 
Hubert,  "is  wiling  somcwlial impatiently  theiai" 
of  our  deliberations.  Let  it  be  anai^ed,  tbeD,!)" 
I  luivv  the  honour  of  dancing  with  you,  after  ^ 
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honour— or  ahall  I  say  Iia|>ptric«  ?— Iim  bvtn  oun- 
on  my  brother.  I  am  bouiul,  as  I  nid,  not 
H  Interfere  wiili  b!m.  Unlucky  penot)  as  lie  i«l 
•one  pitiless  politician  lias  seized  hold  of  him,  or  he 
would  have  been  hrrc  to  settle  the  aflkir  himself." 

Tbift  time  (he  c mpliiisis  MemvH,  to  Lftdy  Aleldon's 
acutely -gifted  ear,  to  be  on  tlie  word  "bound;" 
^^aod  sbe  determined  witliin  henielf— if  only  to  show 
^Khat  she  would  bare  her  own  way  in  spite  of  ibem 
^B— to  bind  Sir  Hubert  in  a  very  different  way  before 
^^ibt  had  done  with  him, 

^^  EtcMior  and  Cuningsby  propuriKl  to  move  away. 
^V  1  shall  not  diange  my  sent  till  tbe  dance  u  over," 
^Bud  Ljuly  McUIon,  nddrrwiitg  Coniiigsby.  "  You 
^will  be  kind  onouf;h  (o  bnn|;  Kleanor  back  here,  as 
Lord  Ludlow  will  be  looking  out  for  her :  besides— 
htop  a  moment,  if  you  please.     1  think  you  raid 

you  were  ffoing  to  dsnee  with  Iloratia n  it  not 

so,  Moratia?  So,  if  you  <Unce,  you  had  better  re- 
turn to  me  too  1  had  she  not,  8ir  Hubert  ?  That  \a 
the  simplest  way  of  settling  tbinj^  I  tliink." 

^K    "  I  shall  be  happy  to  return,  and  claim " 

^V  "  Move  on,  Couingi«by ;  or  yon  will  not  secure 
,  places,"  nid  Sir  Hubert  "  Horatia  undcrttandN 
^Uie  is  to  dance  with  you." 

^^     Horatia  did  understand   It:  uofortunatcly,    sbe 
fell  it  too. 

She  was  asked  immediately  aftCTv,-ard8  to  donee 
l.onl  Ludlow.     "  My  dear  Horatia,  give  ine 
a  € 
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jw^  flosf ;  na  wiD  fiiNi  Eleanor  here  when 
Aaee  ■  vntt'  etmoaaeii  Ladj  Meldoo,  addressing 
Lwd  Ladav.  "  SW  uxl  Henry  dancf!  merely 
far  tkc  nkr  af  Ae  ^Bctng ;  so  there  is  no  danger 
af  Wt  baiag  JcttiacJ  to  an  iodefinitc  period.  Is 
tWn,  Sir  Habcn?* 

<*  I  U(K  M^'  nid  Sr    lobeft,  as  he  took  the 
hf  Ui  ^a|     »r;  "  or  Louis,  to  say 
-af  BTwii^  would  <    entoally  be  the  worse 
farft.- 

"  Say  DOtynp  of  lusn  !"  thoagbt  Lady  Mel- 
doo ;  -^  he  naj  ay  n  mncb  as  he  likes  about  him- 
se!t:  but  I  wish  to  Heaven  he  would  allow  me  to 
toiy^l  [hat  iher«  is  such  a  person  in  the  world  as 
hii  brother," 

The  dance  ws$  over ;  and  those  of  the  dancers 
whose  future  movements  had  been  so  considerately 
arraiiswl  by  Lady  Meldoa,  sat  or  stood  beside  and 
before  her  a^n. 

At  this  moment,  looking  very  conscious,  half 
diffident,  and  half  determined,  Herbert  Falconer 
presented  him^lf  to  the  notice  of  Horatia.  The 
eyo  of  Coningsby  was  on  him  without  delay,  and 
the  knou'iedge  of  his  prosimity  and  surveillance 
increased  the  embarrassment  of  the  aspirant  H* 
had  come  up  with  the  intention  of  asking  Horatia 
to  dance ;  lie  began  simply  by  alluding  to  otbfr 
people's  dancing. 

"  You  were  rather  late — there  was  a  delightful 
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quadrille  before  you  caine  in — there  will  be  a 
waltz  after  tJie  nexL  Miss  Mannen,  I  lun  told — 
do  you  Mv  h«r? — dressed  in  blue  tatin,  vritli  tlie 
silirer  I«nnd  in  her  hair — w-altz«s  beaiitifully.  And 
Miss  Conynghsin  ....  Mow  very  liot  it  i«  !  Do 
jrou  tiot  tiiiuk  it  id  too  bot,  almoat  loo  hot,  for  diinc> 
iDg?     And  yet  ....  may  I  venture?  .  .  ." 

"  You  will  not  fiod  it  too  hot  for  dancing  with 
ne,  t  bopv  f  uid  Coningxhy,  suddenly  addressing 
Horntia. 

HorxUa  did  not  lutswer,  but  she  rose  and  took 
the  offered  nnn  of  C'Dniug»hy.  O  how* — and  (be 
tlioaglit  rushed  like  a  stream  of  lava  through  bis 
mind,  scorching  up  the  pleasant  things  beneath — 
how,  if  brought  familiurly  and  dan^i-'roiitly  close 
again — and  he  fell,  he  could  not  but  feel,  tltat  the 
■kmiliarity  also  vtm  most  dear— could  they  maintain 
the  forced  calmness  that  was  to  bide  from  tbc  world, 
and  from  eacb  other,  the  conHivts  of  the  bean? 

At  tlic  last  dinner  party  at  Morniiigton,  he  bad 
M  ooDiriveil  tliai  he  had  never  been  near  her  but 
when  site  wiu  sbeltere<l  by  tbe  presence  of  anotlier. 
Honour  had  prompted  (he  caution ;  neither  could 
be  forget  tliat  he  was,  during  that  whole  anxious 
ev«aii^  in  tbe  presence  of  Sir  Hubert  and  Dc 
Grey.  Now  she  was  alone  with  him  in  a  crowd  ! 
Aloite  I  Tbe  choice  was  not  bis ;  he  could  not  <lo 
otherwiae.  And  must  tliey  he  forced  ever  and 
a^n  to  moke  i-acb  olber  tbi»  miserably  luippy  ? 
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TWrpaBBiaaMlkgnMip  of  dancers  insilracr. 
Sb-  Hflbctt  kady  ■Mwrtl  the  departane ;  he  wai 
r:  but  FalcDorr  (1k1;  and  dtaap- 
,  tHffled,  be  wmlked  any. 

B  orer — difl  ihey  port  ?  Tbey 
fii  ■«.  Tc«  W  ifMike  bat  little ;  sbe  did  not  seem 
to  opect  hiH  to  speak.  How  was  it,  that  while 
att  ara^id  wtmti  ta  animate  the  TDDitg:,  they  were 
akt.  abaavbed,  waftii^  a£  in  a  drram.  shrinking 
:>■  c;  iheir  own  hearts,  yet  giring  up  all  to  tlie 
r:-!^  wh.er.  is  liemarded  ii.  and  fueling  only  that 
:ii?y    n^-i?    rt-*;y,    were    it    possible,    to    sacrilice 

^iTittiv  '  Tbere  wits  indeed  a  sacrifice  to  mme 
— e-.'.c:;  knew  that  it  was  such — each  knew  that  the 
orii^r  rrits*es!ed  that  knowledge.  The  consciousnen 
Se:?uvt\;  them  on  — betrayed  them  to  give  sign  of 
t'te  >jGt'rin^;  and  a  voice  from  either  seemed  to 
eobo  timidly  over  forbidden  ground,  and  munnur, 
"  ^Vhy  must  I  suffer?" 

They  sal  down,  far  from  where  they  bad  left 
Lady  Meldon.  and  then  the  aw&kening  came. 
"Ihey  Wlieiii  l>efore  them  Eleanor  and  De  Grey- 

Horatia  rose.  "  Where  is  papa,  Louis?  Take 
me  to  Lim  it  you  please.  It  is  very  hot  here.  I 
will  not  derain  him  from  you,"  she  said,  turning  W 
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Eleanor;  "  lie  would  not  let  mo  detain  him,  I  am 
sore;**  and  ulte  tri«d  to  smilv.  "  Yoa  can  take  my 
seat  till  lie  retunia."  And  witltoiit »  \ook,  without 
a  WQfd,  to  CoiiinfT^y,  *lie  gtwpi^  nervously  th« 
arm  vf  De  Grey,  and  almost  ted  him  on.  As  «bo 
did  to,  he  vm  at  her  command,  and  for  once  titenl. 
In  a  moment  tbcy  were  gone. 

"  Henry,"  tnid  Eleanor,  after  a  sliort  pause, 
'*  look  there." 

"Where?     UokatwlatT 

"  Near  that  fr]ass  ....  I>etwe«n  tlw  glaw  and 
tl»e  band." 

"  Well?^ 

"  You  see  Mrs.  Perciral  ?" 

"  Yes :  do  not  speak  to  me  of  Mis.  Percinil, 
Eieuiur,  pray  do  not." 

**  I  miut  indeed,  Henry.  I,ook  iil  ihnt  geriU«- 
man  wlra  is  talkinj;  to  lier." 

*•  TIic  crowd  i«  so  close,  I  can  gee  nolliin^  but 
Mrs.  l^ereiral's  featliers." 

"  Come  a  liule  nearer  this  wny  ....  now." 

Un  a  sudden  an  exjireseioti  of  intense  and  juun- 
ful  interest  orcrsltinduwed  «vcry  feature  of  Con- 
ingshy. 

t*  Is  it  puesihle  ?     It  cannot  be  him  !" 

"  It  is  him.     I  knew  him  from  tb«  firsL** 

*'  In  Kn|{landr"' 

"  In  Enf;bind,  nnd  bcre." 

•*  Talking  to  Mn*.  Percival  t  I  do  not  underManl. 
Are  they  acqu^nted?     Has  he  been  long  here?" 
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"  For  tke  laat  half  hour.     His  eyes  vrero  never      a 
off  you  while  you  were  dancing  widi  Honitia.'*        ^M 

Again  the  iKcusing^  crimson  mounted  to  Coo* 
ingsby'i  br»w.    *'  Hitt  eyes  were  uii  me  !" 

*'  'I'hey  were." 

"  And  afterwards  1" 

«  Yo»,  afterwards." 

There  was  a  p«t»e.    "  Do  you  Uiiok  he  is 
o)d  ncquaintance  of  Mrs.  I'erdndT 

**  I  believe  nou  Al  least,  I  titink  1  saw  Mr. 
Seilley  briii){  Iiim  up  to  tier." 

"  Tliia  is  unfortunate,"  said  Coniiigabyi  and  bia 
voice  trembled. 

"  It  ia  unfortunate." 

v\^in  tlicrc  was  silence. 

Cunin^by  louk  tlie  band  of  Eleanor.  "  You 
wlw  see  all,  wlio  gncss  all,  and  who  forgive:  y«o 
know  how — and  to  what  a  degree — unfortunate." 

"  1  do;  but  you  must  not  think  of  it.     Let  us] 
hope  we  shall  see  bim  no  more." 

"  Eleanor,  1  know  him  better — if  indeed  be  bid 
not  been  introduced  to  Mm.  I'erdval  ....  Good 
Heaven  !  She  prc«viits  him  to  Sir  Hubert !  Ho* 
pale — how  very  pale  lioratia,  I  mean  Miss  Mdt-  H 
niujfton,  louks!  What  is  he  saying ?  Asklnf[  hrr 
to  dauce  ?  How  he  considers  her  t  Will  ^e  tlaiwc  h 
witli  him?   Does  Sir  Hubert  know? "  fl 

<*  Not  the  name ;  it  was  not  mentioned  in  your 
letter,  if  you  remember." 

*  Ought  he  nut  to  know  'f 
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"  Perlia{W  b«  ougbt — but  let  us  tliinli  over  it  all 

*'  h  site  golog  to  dance  ?  She  tvu  not  w«]| 
U'lieii  she  flanced  witli  in«.     1  am  sure  »lic  was  ill." 

"  Not  ill,  buC  unhappy,"  said  Eleauur,  »oftIy. 

"  Unhappy  t  Old  you  say  unliappy  ?  What 
should  mulcc  her  bo  ?" 

"  And  she  might,"  said  Eleanor,  meditatini^ly, 
"  have  been  so  ....  "  slic  puusetl  suddenly. 

"  Wc  might  aII  have  been  happy,"  murmured 
CoDingoby,  in  a  low,  <]uick,  hurried  tone,  "  but 
for  one  miHtake  ....  the  mistake  was  his,  when 
lie  dill  not  lore  you  at  Vienna." 

Eleanor  turned  pale,  but  she  said  notliing,  she 
ouiild  say  nothing. 

**  He  leads  her  away !  Was  ever  misery  like 
this  ?  He  of  all  men  the  most  artful ;  she  of  all 
women  the  most  hrtle«s  ....  If  I  could  have  put 
her  on  her  guard  ....  He  wiiUpeak  to  hcrabout 
Huslingham.     I  know  he  will!" 

"On  ber  jrunrd  !     What  do  you  mean?" 

'*  I  <lo  not  know  what  I  mean — and  did  he  seem 
to  waloh  us  ?" 

"  He  did  watch  you." 

"  Had  I  but  known " 

"  Hud  you  but  known  !  O  Henry !  and  with- 
out knowing,  should  you  .  .  .  Thi«  will  make  me 
very  mixvnible  !  poirdou  mc !  I  forgot." 

'«  Had  J  not  forgotten,"  said  Coningsby,  with  a 
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iltor  «^li.  '*  I  luive  done  wrong.  I  de«iprve  it 
aU.  Yes,  he  will  luve  his  rcren^.  He  will  pay 
me  for  the  past     I  have  csmwt  ihis  torment  I" 

"  We  are  verily  gt>illy  concvrning  oiir  bnit}i«r< 
"  *  '  th«Tcforc  is  tlib  clistrcM  como  apon  us 

How  oftvn  lit  bunHin  life  is  tbe  beaaty,  die  forcv, 
the  trutb  of  tluU  commetit  <>f  tlic  conwienco  broaghl 
liome  to  tlie  heart !     How  much  more  ition  to  hit  I, 
He  felt  he  bad  betrayetl  one  who  bad  been  to 
iM  a  brother. 

"  IK-ar  Henry  !  I  cttnnot  bc&r  to  eee  you  w 
wretched  1  Consider,  in  a  duy  or  two  he  miiy  be 
l^ne." 

"  He  will  not  go.  And  I  to  involve  her  thui ! 
I  In  prepntv  for  )ier  tim  KufTiTiTi;;  t  And  when  Hii*> 
Ungham  returns  there  will  be  tJie  demon  whiipet 
reiuly  for  his  ear.  Si« — iiow  will  >lic— wliat  a 
meetind;  for  her !  I  see  blm  when  lie  is  firkt  fttttitk 
down  by  the  truth  •  ^e  never  loved  hijn— jWf 
know  she  <lid  not — thb could  nut  bare  ixi-ii  bud  sht 
but  loved  him.  But  no;  he  ought  never  to  1i&t« 
loved  licr.  He  ought  not.  Forgive  rae !  the  iiMi 
banncs  me — it  nnnot  but  haunt  me.  How  ili^ 
fereully  ithould  I  hnvc  been  situated  now)  And 
you  too,  the  best  and  piire»t  of  God's  creatum  .  •' 

*'  Hush !  hero  is  Mr.  De  Grey." 

De  Gr«y  wus  indeed  close  to  them — so  oloaelhn 
he  could  not  fail  to  observe  tlmt  a  oonvvratlafi  *i 
more  ihnn  common  interest  was  passing 
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tbem.  He  found  luniHlf  at  fault — his  pre»ent  ob- 
MTvWioM  elaabed  widi  liis  fonncr  oiios — those  tliat 
bml  borne  nference  to  the  imugiiiod  prefcrffnce  of 
Eleituor  for  I^nl  Hiulingham.  He  wii»  tlic  moT« 
purcle<l|  aa  he  liad  not  faileti,  only  a  few  iDi»ate» 
before,  to  mark  aod  to  unden)1xii<I  the  position, 
perilous  us  painful,  of  Coningsby  and  Horatta.  It 
was  all  very  stniDge,  anil  De  Grey  looked  eamnlly 
U  Eleanor. 

A  bliwb,  tremulous  ratlicr  than  deep,  pnssed  over 
bar  countenanct!  us  lie  did  so ;  hut  m  sIio  rose  to 
dcpon,  uiiliko  Honiia,  itlic  Iiud  both  u  look  and 
a  w(>itl  for  ('oniuf;iJ)y.  Thi.-  look  wns  uiiL-mbitr- 
TttMi),  anil  the  word  was  culm.  Ue  Urcy  was 
satisfied. 

■'  I  liave  a  thousand  apologies  to  offer,"  ht*  said, 
"  but  Mansfield— he  got  hold  of  mc— and  then  Mrs. 
Percival  took  to  fanning  mo  with  her  plumes,  ex> 
pectin^  "w  to  "y  '  Ic/>  tiien,'" 

••  Mrs.  Percival  wetns  extrvtaely  animated  to- 
aigbt,"  retnnrkvd  Ki&inor. 

"  Ay,  galbering  up  spirits  to  sapply  Mr.  Per- 
dval  with  an  extra  sliare  to-morrow." 

"  Am!  wliat  were  ber  demands  on  you?" 

"  Demands !  she  never  dvmanits— »lii>  takes.  In 
this  iiMlanee  she  took  my  unjuiesccnee.  I  certainly 
should  not  have  given  iu" 

"  Acquiescence !  about  wlint  .'*' 

"  She  had  been,  it  st'L-n»,  disinlercstcJIy  active 
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and  Honda  had  had  Hxe 
TIm  was  uuKKinced  in  a  sort  of 
c  to  Be :  'oar  rehtioiM  *ritfa  forvign 
1  btf  IB  mammaad  to  yoar  attention  . . 
■p  I  <aB»  <nA  the  address,  resolving 
i  At  ihilr  BB  defaatp  Hieh  que«.dons  as  I  ciiose,  on 
e  int  lyftamy  tkit  offered  afterwards.  I 
1^  ^^  Mdpc — ^e  tberpfore  escaped  loo." 
T^i^  ^Mvd  4B  to  taiie  tbeir   places  in  Um 


*^  1  fuuJiL  Hoimtii  if  goiag  to  dance  with  Mr. 
C^advie^*  said  Eleanor,  ■^mitojig  at  one  thai  n) 
^<c:^n^  ai  a  iiide  distance  from  them. 

-  Do  ywi  knov  him  f 

"  I  iJ  know  him  once." 

-  May  I  a<k  your  opinion  of  him  f 

-  1  do  DOt  like  Mr.  Chadwick.  Is  it  f^r  tben 
:zi'.  I  sLcuIii  SIT  mncb  about  him  ?" 

■•  You  do  not  like  him  !  Thank  Heaven  !  The 
Ten-  diiuf  I  ranted.  I  shall  hate  him  without  loa 
of  time.  The  expression  of  his  mouth  decided  hm 
in  a  moment — the  character  lies  in  the  mouth,  jod 
know,  I  kept  out  of  Mrs.  Percival's  circle  of  in- 
H\xit:otii>ns,  but  I  had  mv  ere  on  her  all  the  time. 
1  like  to  keep  my  senses  bright  by  exercise.  Stop 
me  if  I  talk  nonsense ;  it  is  very  possible,  I  asGUie 
you.  that  1  may  talk  it,  for  I  happen  just  tiow  to  b« 
more  than  jiarticutarly  happy." 

"  More  than  particularly/" 
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"  Yes,  for  1  cuinot  enter  into  particulars." 
"  The  tank  prolnably  in  u  {|iuu)rillc  ..." 
'-  A  Uttk  no  where — >  privilr)r«  ulw-ays— but  per- 
haps I  may  not  dare  to  make  ukc  of  the  privili-^e. 
TliU  (juadrille  is  very  exacting,  witli  it»  minor  in- 
volutions.    1  am  inclined  to  protest  against  them. 
Not   Mv  if   it   be  my   g;ood   fortune   to   get  into 
aoothor  sort  of  Ubyriulli.     I  feci  convinced  of  tliat 
beforehand.     I  tiupc  to  be  closed  in,  heurt  anil  all : 
uot  to  be  able  to  stir  un  inch  without  taking  my 
bean  along  with  me :  iniliil^nfr  n-rlainly  tJic  ad- 
ditiuiial  liope  of  being  recognixed  by  its  beating." 
**  Itut  if  you  itbould  not  be  recognized  f" 
"  Impossible  I     The  Lady  will  stoop  a  little,  and 
Hooping,  xlie  will  not  fail  to  bear  it ;  hearing  it,  ebe 
wilt  perlia{><>  condescend  to  answer  it;  answering 
it,  she  will  make  me  her  slare.     Observe,  if  you 
please,  I  liang  my  ailment  in  a  citain,  and  end  by 
bittiling  the  llnkx  round  myself." 

"  Hang  tlic  argument  1"  said  MansJielil,  m  he 
came  and  leant  over  the  rope  behind  De  Grey. 
**  That  is  juRt  wliat  1  always  say  when  I  read  tlie 
debates  in  Parliament." 

*'  Proving  yourself,  in  so  doing,  a  radical  in  » 
minor  degree— a  radical  in  the  major  one  would  say, 
if  he  H)M)ke  out,  *  Hang  the  speakers  V  *' 

"  In  one  thing  certainly  I  confess  my»clf  l«  have 
phiyed  the  radical  to-night,"  said  Manhfield,  "for 
1  have  liclped  on  the  movement     1  liave  been 
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doing  notking  since  I  came  in   but  moke  Ijdy 
Mary  daiiee — very  unlacky  Mra.   Mansfield  not 
being  well — 1  never  know  wbat  to  do  witb  young  ' 
ladies."  '  I 

"  But  you  might  have  referred  youreelf  and  yauf 
dilemmas  to  Mrs.  Perciva!.  She  understands  every 
thing,  from  the  steps  to)  i  by  a  minister,  to  tlitce 
that  oaglit  to  be  taken  by  a  young  lady." 

"  But  the  misfortune  is  /  oever  underst^iH  Mre- 
Percival.     I  would  sootier  study  algebra." 

"  Like  a  judge,  you  prepare  for  tlie  rammiwi 
up,  and  pronounce  sentence  at  once.  Mr.  ClisJ- 
wick  seems  to  have  understood  her  better  than 
you.  He  has  been  most  assiduous  in  his  atten- 
dance." 

"  Ay,  has  not  be  ?  Will  this  quadrille  oeva 
be  ended  ?" 

"  I  trust  not,"  said  De  Grey,  with  a  coraplimen- 
tar\'  bow  to  Eleanor. 

'•  As  unmerciful  a  speech  as  ever  man  eouH 
make !"  said  Mansfield.  "  How  pale  you  will  botli 
be  when  the  sun  comes !" 

"  I  am  in  the  sunshine  now.  I  hope  never  w 
step  out  of  it.  Have  the  kindness  to  leave  us,  thai 
1  mav  have  the  leisure  to  be  graceful." 

"  I  suspect  you  want  me  to  leave  you,  that  f" 
mav  haie  leisure  for  something  else,"  said  Mans- 
field, in  a  tone  for  him  most  considerately  io*' 
and  then  in  a  still  lower  on^  he  added,  "  walk  M 
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way  when  the  quadrille  is  ended,  or  you  will  fall 
in  with  Lady  Meldon." 

De  Grey  laughed,  and  Mansfield  walked  away. 

"  Leisure  1"  said  De  Grey,  in  the  next  pause  of 
the  dance :  "  I  never  knew  its  value  UII  now,  I 
have  danced  myself  into  philosophy." 

Another*  and  the  final  pause. 

"  I  have  danced  myself  out  of  my  philosophy. 
It  IB  time  too.  Will  you  walk  P  That  room  will 
be  cooler,  I  think.  I  hope  you  are  not  tired. 
So  Horatis  is  not  released  from  Mr.  Chadwick ! 
Taking  her  into  the  tea-room  !  A  very  persever- 
ing person  altogether.  Stopping  to  speak  to  Mrs. 
Percival  I  I  wish  Horatia  could  get  rid  of  bim. 
How  the  roan  talks !  His  manner  ....  yes  .... 
a  gentleman  ....  but  a  bad  one.  Where  did  you 
know  him — at  Vienna  or  Paris  ? 

*'  At  Vienna,"  said  Eleanor,  hesitatingly. 

"  At  Vienna?  Was  he  acquainted  with  Lord 
Haslingham  f 

"  Yes,  he  was  very  intimate  with  Lord  Hasling- 
ham." 

"Ha!" 

"  You  seem  struck  by  something." 

"\  am  struck ;"  and  De  Grey  continued  to 
observe  Chadwick. 

"  Did  you  ever  see  a  more  haughty  bow  than 
that?     Who  can  he  be  bowing  to  in  that  manner  ?" 

"  I  can  guess,  I  think." 
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*'Cui  you?    You  must  hav«  known  Mr.  Cliid- 
wick  well." 

lliere  was  no  inswer. 

*'  lie  must  have  b«en  bowing  u>  Captain  Con- 
iugsky,"  said  De  Grey ;  "  I  s«c  him  this  instant ' 
through  the  crowd.  How  ill  Coningsby  looks  to- 
night I  Did  yoii  not  obDerve  it  when  ho  wm 
talking  to  youi'  l»  ilierc  sny  Uiing  the  mutter 
with  him,  do  you  know?    May  I  not  be answerc4l ? 

He  doe*  not  seem  to  hare  been  aware  that 

Mr.  Chadwick  was  here,  to  judge  by  the  lateneat 
of  the  r«cogaition.  Was  lie  aware,  do  you  think.-" 
"  Not  till  I  told  him;  I  tiad  just  pointed  htm 
out  when  you  came  up  to  ns.  You  came  up  siid* 
denly,  you  know." 

<'  You  cannot  think  bow  I  fi-cl  obliged  by  that 
untwer ;  you  have  let  in  li^ht  upon  tnc — and  ymi 
inu>nded  to  do  so.  I  prenume  tlie  late  rerugnilion 
I  talked  of  had  in  it  no  pleasure  to  compensate  lot 
tlie  dcUy  ?" 

"  There  could  be  no  pleasure  in  it." 

**  I  wu  sure  of  it.     Chadwick  huu-s  Conin^by." 

"He  dblikes  him — and  he  fears  him." 

"Such  men  do  not  dial  ike — ihryhntei  but  tk 

word  will  not  dure  to  puss  lipa  like  yours :  penni 

it  to  past  mine.     Fears  lilm ! — then  he  will  teA 

to  injure  him.     t  fc«l  so  honoured  that  you  haw 

Irwied  me.    Thank  you  a  thousand  times.     On* 

word  mor«,  for  I  love  conlirmatian  in  all  ihiiigs:— 
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Mr.  Cluutwick  has  not  forgiven  Coniiif^ky  tlio 
int«rfcrciic«  •rhidi  deprived  him  of  a  political  aj>- 
pointment  »t  Vienna — is  it  not  so  ?" 

"  It  is." 

Tbey  had  psstMl  on  in  the  direction  indicated 
by  Munsficid ;  his  zeslous  tnlcrfcronce,  however, 
bad  the  liuc  of  his  iou-rferenceH  in  gencnil — the 
result  wm  tlie  reverse  of  what  it  ought  to  have 
been.  When  De  Grey,  whose  eyes  had  been  resting 
for  a  moment  or  two  with  unimatiou  on  Eleanor, 
cODStderctl  it  proper  to  reotl  tlioir  glances  to  head 
qoaners  ibcy  were  intercepted  in  their  march 
thitbennird  by  a  look  ihot  from  Liuty  Mohton's; 
the  enemy  baring  taken  up  a  iicvr  position  since 
tho  Kont  had  brought  in  intelligence,  'i'he  coi)« 
•equotice  w&Si  a  halt  on  the  moment;  and  the  feet 
sympathizing  with  the  eyes,  halted  loo. 

"  My  dearest  Eleimor,  1  insisted  on  your  not 
htiguing  yourself,  when  1  consented  to  your  com- 
bg  to  tliiN  ball.  I  )>egged  you  would  not  fail  to 
sit  down  the  iuKtatil  you  liad  liniHhed  dancing." 

"Tlie  very  tiling,  my  dear  Lady  Meldon,  that 
I  was  on  llie  point  of  proposing  to  Miu  Bolk-isle. 
I  am  bappy  to  observe  there  are  two  aeala  vacant : 
rit,  pray  at;  wc  huve  been  walking,  I  hare  no 
doubt,  longer  than  wc  ought-" 

Lady  Mt-ldon  had  no  doubt  on  that  head  either ; 
but,  somehow  or  other,  it  did  not  occur  to  her  that 
any  re»t  could  be  neccAary  for  Do  Grey. 

VtlL.    III.  c 
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*'  I  am  nfraidt  Mr.  De  Grvy,  that  seat 
Ku^d;  a  Utly  loft  it  r  moment  or  two  ago,  puf 
))oetin|r  to  return  to  It.  You  may  perc«ivc  fthc  bu 
laid  her  haodkerchief  there." 

■*  And  a  very  beuutifully  embruMlered  kandker- 
ctiief  it  bt.  1  kIuiII  tak«  especial  care  not  to  tumble 
it ;  und  I  thnll  make  a  point  of  riling  ili«  iMMnl 
llie  buly  returtift." 

Witli  litis  speech  De  Gr«y  sat  down  by  Eleanor. 

"  1  bope  you  have  fimiid  the  evening  a^reeahtri 
Ludy  Moldoii  r 

"  I  do  not  like  public  buIU;  I  cune  beciuM 
could  not  kelp  it,"  said  Lady  Meklon,  coldly. 

**  The  reason  uliy  we  do  many  thinfrit  in 
life,  I  admit,"  remarked  De  Circy.     "  1-atlii^ 
love,  for  instance.      Pleasajit  though  the  bitnlitf 
may  be,  still  it  ta  a  fiUality — do  you  not  thiiik  eoT 

"  I  really  am  so  little  in  the  habit  of  ili$cu»in£ 
sitDtiar  subjects  with  gentlemen,  that  1  must  decline 
giving  my  opinion." 

*'  Allow  mc  tlien  to  enlt»t  your  feelings  in  thf 
caiue :  a  laily's  feelingn  in  delicate  case*  are  evm 
more  acceptable  than  her  opinions.  You  are  aHnU 
and  I  am  sutisfiod.  Tkat  was  n  very  delifclill^iil 
quadrille,  the  last — to  me  at  least,"  added  D* 
Gny,  tuniiiig  to  Eleanor;  ''awl  we  eontrivDil n 
luive  «o  Mucli  lime  for  talking." 

"  If  pc<»|}l«  stand  up  to  dunce  qiuidrilles,  the  lo* 
tJiey  talk  tlie  better,  I  should  imagine,"  taii  La^ 


4 


THE  SNOACEMFNT. 


•27 


Meldon.     "  I  thought  I  had  wmeUiiiig  to  tell  ^ouj 
I     Eleanoi^-do  you  know  Mr.  Cbatlwick  ii  here  ?'* 
^H   "Yes,  innminu." 

^P  **  I  W1U)  very  gliKl  to  see  him  again.  Ht»  man- 
pften  are  so  much  (u  my  Uutc;  be  k  alnayv  *o 
quiet,  w  attentive,  «o  thoughtful.  I  like  that  Mm 
peraoD :  be  wan  never  in  roy  way  oiice  during 
he  wholi?  period  of  our  acquaintance  ;  and  that  i« 
lying  u  grout  deal." 
**  A  great  deal  indroH,"  observed  De  Grey ;  "  I 
it  would  not  be  easy  to  eny  tlmt  of  every 

'And   Mr.  Cliadwick  came  and  »]>»ke  to  you, 
mamma  'f 

I"  Yes." 
"  Was  papR  with  you  ?" 
*'  No ;  lie  liad  jint  nulked  nwuy  witit  Sir  Hubert. 
wUh  ttiey  would  comi;  back — but  they  went  to 
ik  after  yon." 

**  See  llie  extent  of  yonr  value,"  said  De  Grey, 

ptayfuUy ;  "itwasiiecpssaiy  that  two  persons  should 

be  despatched  to  «eek  you.     1  could  almost  envy 

Hubert  the  privilege  of  search,  only  1  should  have 

I     to  lose  yon  first." 

^H   **  How  hot  (his  part  of  (be  room  is  V  murmured 

^p,iady  Meldon;    "they  shotild  have  inoviil  those 

^Fflowcrs.      Do  you    not  tliink    it  vi<ry  oppressive, 

Eleanor?" — and  Lady  Meldon  took  her  gold  viruil- 

greUe,  and  made  an  effort  to  open  it 
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"  Allow  ni«— tlie  clasp  is  RtifT  pCTba|>« — do,  Lady 
MeldcMi,  acccpl  my  »OTvice§ — you  will  Kurt  your 
fingen  1  urn  nftftid." 

Diit  Lady  Metdon  felt  tliat  ber  pride  was  mora 
wounded  than  ber  fiogera,  ami  sfao  contiiiuvd  to 
pUy  pcrtiiuidously  with  the  obattnale  vinaigr«tt». 

"  Like  all  thingii  deliciouit  and  ^i>irttv(I  nt  once, 
a  little  difficiill  to  be  got  at,"  said  De  Grey.  "1 
must  insist  od  making  myself  useful ;"  and  he  left 
hbseat,  and  stood  before  l^y  Mcldon. 

Tbcre  was  no  rcsoarcobtit  to  kiutd  him  the  vinai- 
grette :  it  was  opened  iu  a  moment,  and  tetumeil 
to  tiie  owner. 

"  Perhaps  you  would  rnthcr  move  to  another  part 
of  the  room.     Uo  me  the  honour  to  t»ke  tny  ana." 

"  Thank  you — here  are  Lord  Meldou,  and  Sit 
Hubert     Eleanor,  mj  love,  you  are  engaged  lo 
dance  with  Sir  Hubert    I  beliere,  as  Mr.  Yh  Gny^M 
said,  it  would  be  aa  well  to  move,  us  you  are  goin([^n 
to  dance." 

Sho  rose ;  and  so  at  tbe  implied  command  Hi 
Elenitor.  Do  Grey  bowed  ;  mid  iis  it  occurred  W 
him,  on  tbc  sudden,  thnl  lie  liiul  somrtliin^  on  whkti 
be  wished  to  question  Mr*.  Perdval,  be  parwd 
from  tbe  group,  and  proceeded  in  tbe  direeltoB 
where  he  concluded  her  to  be. 

He  was  welcomed  with  a  moot  eneourngiog  sntlfc 
"  And  you  have  found  time  at  last  to  make  arolufl- 
lary  tender  of  acrvices  to  me !    But  I  find  oo  fiwU 
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"i— I  Bin  not  fond  of  finding  fault ;  it  is  a  (langprous 

kbabit:  besides,  I  am  fully  atviirc  of  tbc  dcfrroe  of 
Utxaction  eli«wlier«.  A  ckarmmg  atmiwjih^re  tiii», 
br  UioM  who  are  inclined  to  play  the  §«iiti menial : 
me  scene  brilliant — tlie  air  waim — a  liazardouii 
temperuliirc  for  yoting  hearts." 

•*  C«tcula(ed,  perhaps,  by  the  eventuiil  effect  it 
nay  produce,"  9sad  Ue  Gr«y,  "  to  afford  an  exem- 
|ili6cation  of  the  culinary  rule,  of  stewing  tilings 
ill  they  are  tender." 

"Shame  !  and  frcsli  from  sach  an  I'nspiiing  pre- 
tnce,  too !" 

"  I  have  come  here  to  be  iiispirod.     Touch  mc, 
nd  I  stiall  clpctrify  the  wofld." 
"  You  must  excuse  me.     It  is  by  no  means  de- 
xirable  lo  put  the  match  to  a  train,  and  continue  to 
vund  in  tlie  neighbourhood." 

t'  Talking  of  matches,  t  miml  protest  tiiat  I  #1ia1I 
re  wi   iiinocuoiuly  brilliant  in  your  hands,  ns 
'   of  those   accommodating  Lucifers  who  give 

light  m  unhesitatingly  when  they  are  asked  for  it." 

"  Again  I  mast  beg  to  be  excuwd.     I  am  not  a 

ry  nen'ous   pcreon; — in  fact,  1  check  nervous- 

;  I  conxidcr  tu  indulgence  u  weakness.     But 

»  little  nervous  in  pulling  tlnme  Lucifent;  and 

tlie  same  reason  I  sliall  decline  having  any  thing 

do  with  a  person  so  startling  as  yoiu     I  make  no 

stinction  between  you  and  your  prototype,"  con- 
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tiou«l  Mra.  Pcfdval,  in  a  muioer  half  joeulnr* 

kuir  xevofc     "  for  I  oee  nooe." 

"  1  bow  u>  tlie  coinpli]R«nt^ 

'AndlHibcdevU 
Kc  lonwtigM  hoooincd  bt  hi*  buHum  (tumw.* 

Ay — well — I  remember  you  <lo  not  like  coming 
in  contna  wicli  nny  Uiing  of  llie  kind :  m  iraviii^ 
tliitt  Terra  del  Fueg^o,  we  will  st«p  on  I'crra  Fimia 
iigain,  an<!  walk  coolly. — tlave  yoa  ^llen  in  wiili 
any  old  ttoqnaintancm  to-night?" 

"  Why  witli  one  or  two.  Otir  inttmate  circle  is 
a  flmail  one:  Mr.  Percival's  inclinations  and  mine 
tend  to  render  it  so," 

"  And  you  are  not,  p«rhap«,  fond  of  en 
itr 

**  1  use  the  greatest  caution  in  doing  bo;  IiwmM 
be  awkward  aa  regards  ^f^.  Perdva) :  beaidoc,  I 
consider  it  right  to  know  something  of  the  prlvaw 
ehanicter  of  a  person,  before  1  admit  him  to  toy 
intimacy.  1  tn»t  1  am  guilty  of  no  want  of  charityi 
in  confetnng  that  lueh  are  my  sentiments." 

"  I  appreciate  the  OKcellence  of  your   nMJrai 
Was  not  that  a  Mr.  Chadwick  that  some  aoi 
other  brought  up  to  you  t»-night?" 

"  Yes,  aiid  a  moHt  cliarmiiig  man  he  b : 
information.— Auch  (alenl;  I  am  sure  you  would 
been  delighted  witJi  him." 

"  You  introduced  Itim  to  ny  brother,  1  tliink  T 
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1  did.     1  was  ftware  UuU  Mr.  Cbntlwidc's  nc- 
lUnce  must  be  an  Boquuition.     Sir  Hubert 
lOpes  to  !)e«  more  of  him." 
'*  Indeed  1     Tlien  my  bratlier^x  bop«s  and  mine 
like  Ibfl  lion  anil  tlic  unicorn,  who  liavc  been 
attituiiiiiixiii^  so  energetically  for  centuries :  tboy 
look   different  tva)**.     TIictg   n   Homctliinj;  iibont 
wt   Mr.  C)i<tdvrick  tlint  I  do  not  Uke:  1  dixlikc 
tb  his  counU'nuiictt  itnd  hift  manner," 
"  I  wu  not  avrarn  you  luul  o1»vfv«d  him  at  nil. 
'o  follow  up  your  ou-n  allu.'rion,  I  ibull  eorlninly 
ironounce  you  a  lion  rampant  r^^nrdnnt)  for  you 
aWayn  looking  over  your  slioitMer  to  «te  wluit 
people  are  doing  behind  you." 
^B     "  And  you  would  rather,  perb&pa,  that  I  were  a 
^on  erased?" 

^H  **  On  tlie  principle  of  CTBsing  what  wc  cannot 
^(Ifcyiiln'r,  I  ssHcnt  to  the  proposition,"  said  Mw. 
Fen:ival,  somewhat  angrily. 

**  My  dear  Mrs.  Percival,  if  we  talk  of  principles 
we  sball  never  get  on ;  for  I  bdi  convinced  neither 
you  nor  1  will  ever  ^  beyond  our  principles,'* 

"  It  is  better  to  Uiugb  with  you  tiuut  to  quarrel 
with  yon,  I  believe." 

"  V'e«,   1  think  so  ;  and  my  broliier,  titat  most 
urteous  of  men,  extended  bis  politeness  to  Mr. 
Cbadwick  ?" 

"  Yes ;  he  said  he  trusted  he  would  find  time  to 
ride  over  to  Mornington." 
ci 
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"  Anil  ridt.'  bnck  again  1  hope  ?" 

"  Whedier  Sir  Hubert  may  chooMc  to  invite  Iiim 
lo  ttay  a  day  or  two  I  cannot  pivsunie  to  uy,"  ro- 
plled  Mn>  PercivaL  "  Perliaps,  iiicli-«d,  ■•  h«  is 
alwaya  to  attentive  and  kind,  to  oblige  me  lie 
may."  J 

"Oblige  you?  I  ihouflit  you  luul  never  seci 
Mr.  Cbadwick  till  tliut  evcninf;?" 

"  True ;  but  lie  in  acquainted  witli  ■otne  iaiimote 
IrieTicIs  of  mine — tiomevery  dear  friends.     I  omitted 
to  tell  you — we  seldotn  do  things  as  regnlaHy  M , 
we  ought — that  he  is,  besides,  on  the  most  buniliarj 
Icnns  with  LonI  IlasUngbam." 

*'  Acts  tbe  part  of  a  lamiliar,  did  you  say  7* 

"You  will  perceive  therefore,"  continued  Mr* 
Percival,  apparently  unoonMiotis  of  tlu*  last  remark 
of  De  Or«y,  **  that  a  person  as  hospitable  as  Sirflj 
Uubeit,  once  aware  of  that  drcutastanc^  ocpuU^ 
hardly  act  otherwise  than  he  bos  done." 

**  I  sliould  certainly  have  advised  Hubert  to  kno* 
a  little  more  about  him  lirM." 

"  1  know  precisely  who  he  is.  As  I  told  you^  1 
am  very  careful,  on  Mr.  Percival's  account,  in  rcgsnl 
to  new  acquaintances.  He  is  the  youngest  ton  of 
Mr.  Chudwick,  of  Culverbouse,  near  NorthaltGrtoA.* 

"  (),  Dudley's  neighbourhood.     Well,  and  m  r» 
cliaracter — his  stun<Iing  in  the  world — hia  i 
tioiiF" 

"  I  flatter  myself,  my  dear  Mr.  D«  Orey,  tkongbl 
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|1  do  not  wish  to  ii|>p«ar  vaJn,  that  I  have  not  studied 
ivater  for  nothing." 

'  Gall  and  $])uT7ho!m.     I  luid  no  idea  thcio 
rcrc  oppoitunitieH  of  doing  no  much    in  a  hall- 

"  You  will  allow  mo  to  add,  that  Mr.  Perdval 
I  read  I^vutcr  together;  and  with  the  benefit 

bis  observation  and  expertcncv^  tlie  study  could 
not  be  altogether  prolilleai.  I  like  the  expression 
of  Mr.  Cluidwick's  countenance  extremely." 

*'  I  never  saw  a  coiintennncc,  the  cxpreinon  of 
which  I  disliked  more,"  said  Oc  Uroy. 
I  "  Ah  I  you  want  to  make  me  quarrel  with  you  ; 
but  1  told  you  I  was  determined  not  to  quarrel; 
and  when  I  lesolve  on  a  line  of  con<luct,  1  persevere 
in  maintaining  it." 

I    "  And  you  an  reserved  to  patronizv  Mr.  Cliad- 
wiok  (" 

"  Patronize  F  I  do  not  like  tlie  word — there  is 
Msumption  in  it     I  always  endeavour  to  avoid  any 
thing  that  resembles  assumption." 
r     ■*  Well  tlicn,  you  have  taken  a  fancy  to  him?" 
}    "  I   never  take  a  fancy  to  any  man,"  «aid  Mrs. 
Percival,  witli  becoming  gravity. 

"  Ah !  that  is  tlie  reason  you  bare  not  taken  a 

iCy  to  me.     It  was  a  severe  shock — but  1  shall 

cover  with  caro  and  attention,  as  the  physicians 
■ay." 

e  clisrge  of  ma'l  patients  must  indeed  be 
c5 
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on«  of  caiuadcnble  ddioncyi"  (tud  Mrs.  Perrival, 
dc-tennined,  in  ipite  of  her  resolution,  to  have  her 
revenge  on  De  Grey.  Sbe  had  been  obliged  to 
shorten  her  sentences,  pr«vious  to  this  eTcninj;, 
when  in  conference  uith  )um;  and  otie  contriwd 
now,  tliat  being  abort,  tbo>-  ihould  tmt'e  m  iniKh 
point  in  tliem  m  powible. 

**  I  iiisi&t  u|wn  looking  tbrougli  tbe  bars,  howerer. 
1  regret,  deeply  regret,  tbst  tlicre  should  be  a  l»r- 
rier  between  tis.  i  To  retttni  to  fttr.  Chadwidc. 
Afl  yon  neither  iMilroniu)  nor  have  Inken  n  iiuicy 
to  bint,  wliat  will  become  of  lira  unfortunate  man 
when  ho  arrive*  at  Momington  ?" 

"  llic  iniforiunatc  man  will  Itavo  twaaon  lo  be 
perfectly  cmiitent.  I  sball  introduce  him  to  Mr. 
Percival," 

Here  there  was  a  sliort  pause. 

"  The  »an  of  Mr.  Chadwick  of  Cul^rerboa»^ 
•ay  ?" 

"  Ym, — a  mot*  fcapcetable  family." 

"  So  respectable,  that  nil  tlie  boon  are  ine*it>bly 
respectable  too  !  1  am  happy  to  hear  it  And  *» 
he  danceil  willi  Horntiai'" 

"He  cbnccdrer}-  well,  did  be  not?  To  own  the 
truth,  on  digcovering  thai  be  was  so  inttmaieljr 
associated  with  Lord  Haslingbnm,  I  had  hinted 
that..." 

'*  You  told  bim  tliat  HoratU  wa*  engaged  tii 
Lovri  Haslingbaro.     And  pray  what  might  Mr. 
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Iwick  ny  in  reply  to  this  intemting  commu' 
nicatiop  ?" 

»"  He  nid  be  waa  nuq)riA«(l  to  lieer  iu" 
"  Surprised  ! — What  business  bad  he  to  be  aur- 
»ri»pd?" 

**  Wliy  iliat  mthcr  pusxlvd  in«  too :  slie   woa 
dancing  with  Captain  Coningsby  wben  hc«poke." 
^    "Sol".... 

^1    "  Yes,— and  looking  very  beautiful." 
^P   "Di<l  Mr.  Chndwick  make  any  further  apposite 
objervatinn  /'* 

"  He  smiled,  and  renmlted  that  Captain  Con* 
ingaby  was  very  courteotia  to  his  cou^in'a  JUmde, 
(hat  Buch  marriages  were  not  ordiiinrily  accept- 
»1«  to  the  beirs  expectant — bad  they  been  long 
]uainted?" 

*' Doubtless  you  enlightened  him?" 
**  I  told  bim  that  Horatia  bad  been  on  a  visit  at 
ard  Metdon'ii,  and  thai  Captain  Coningsby  had 

I  been  there  all  the  time." 
\   'f  Ho  most  have  been  very  much  obliged  to  you 
tor    furni«])ing    him    with   such    delicate    intelll- 
pence." 
I    "  On  the  whole,  1  tliink   be  was  glad  lo  meet 
|Be :  we  had  several  topics  in  common,     llicre  are 
tome  people  with  whom  it  is  so  easy  to  get  intimate-^ 
iiere  was  no  reserve  from  the  first  between  ua." 
«  So  it  appears,"  said  l>c  Grey. 
**You  will  find  liim  completely  the  gentleman. 
G  6 
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I  must  eixlearoor  indeed  to  ar|fuo  you  out  of  ^rour 
prejudice.  Prejudice  is  not  amiuble ;  1  ainnot  for- 
give it  even  in  you,"  nid  Mrs.  PerdvaJ,  flaUcrin^fly. 
■'  lie  is,  I  assure  you,  very  a^recitble — tboroughly 
woll-if) formed : — indeed,  1  eould  not  pretend  u  fol* 
low  him  through  all  the  aubject«  he  touched  on.  1 
w-as  too  diffident  of  my  own  powera  to  attempt  sued 
ulhing.  lie  vraa  formerly  in  the  diplomatic  line— >lie 
hat  livedo  great  deal  abroad — »  v«ry  clever  person. 
I  felt  convinced  Mr.  Percivul  would  like  him:  he 
is  kind  enough  to  like  most  of  those  whom  I  like. 
But,  tndepetKlcnt  of  tliat,  the  iwrsona)  merit  of 
Mr.  Cbadwick  could  not  he  without  iu  infiuenee. 
He  b,  I  am  persuaded,  an  individual  of  consider- 
able merit.  In  general  1  hewUte  to  pronounce  a 
decided  opinion — I  think  the  doing  »o  unbecoming 
in  A  woman :  besides,  I  genemtly  take  refuge  in 
tlic  superior  judgment  of  Mr.  Perciriil.  IJul  de- 
ci^Ud  opinions  must  be  met  by  deci<led  opinions 
I  hope  you  agree  to  that?  I  connder  it  proper 
to  stud  up  for  tlw  persecuted.  I  have  alwajr* 
iloneso." 

The  convcrmtioii  was  interrupted  by  the  np- 
proadi  of  Mr.  Cbadwick,  with  Hotalui  leaning  oa 
his  arm.  She  dropt  it,  as  De  Grey  thouirhl,  siid* 
denly  and  ncrvo(i»ly,  und  hurried  towanlB  him,  with 
n  coununiuice  so  indicative  of  a  torment  at  work 
witliin,  that  his  heart  sprung  forth  in  the  gluooe 
which  be  returned  for  her's. 
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He  led  )t«r  on  the  inslant  nvray. 

**  Did  you  talk  mucit  lo  ihst  Mr.  Cbailwick?" 

"  He  forced  me  to  taltc  to  liim." 

"  And  on  subjecta  tliat  pained  you?" 

"  I  am  very  iinhtippy.      Louis,  I  iim  very  ua- 
t     Call  I  go  liome  i"' 
You  Hball  go  borne.     It  is  unlucky  my  slcep- 
al  Cbeltetiham   to-nigbc ;    more   unlucky  my 

ring  to  go  to  that  meeting  at  BrUlol.     I  want 

be  at  Momington." 

"And  you  will  be  absent?     I  knew  it;  but  1 
forgotten — I  liave  forgotten  to  many  tliingit 

Ilo-niglit.  I  luinlly  know  wbere  I  am.  O,  I  wis)i 
n>u  were  not  going  to  BrU tol.  I  wiabed  ....  no 
^1  do  not  know  wliat  I  wt«b." 
I  <*  I  shall  only  be  a  day  or  two  at  Bristol.  On 
Uy  return dearest,  we  will  talk  toother 
thcti." 

"  O  let  mc  go  borne,  Louiti,  let  mc  go  borne." 
**  You  sbalb     Tbere  is  Lady  Meldon,  sit  down 
by  her.     I  will  go  to  Mr«.  Percival." 
Sbe  snt  down,  and  be  went. 
*'  Before  I  danced  again,  I  wishe^i  to  know  if  I 
eould  be  of  any  Korvice  in  regard  to  tin'  carriage? 
It  tuatk  me  you  would  not  like  staying  late—" 
"  On  account   of   Mr.   Perdval  ?      You  judge 
right — tJiis  lias  been  rather  an  anxious  ereoing  to 
me.     1  could  not  have  reconciled  it  to  my  coif 
leience,  or  mibcr  to  my  bcart,  to  bave  stayed  aa 
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U>ag  u  I  linve  <lone,  but  for  Ilomtin's  Bake.  A 
chapenme  wm  detinible.  Will  abe  return  witJi 
me?" 

"Yn — >h«  »  tirvt).  Sb*ll  I  look  out  for  the 
euriogc?" 

"  Do,  if  you  please ;  I  am  ni««t  lutxious  to  lie 
at  home.  1  linvv  Uckhi  tliinklng  of  home  for  die 
tttst  half  hour.  We  cannot  always  commRiMl  out 
tfaoughta  to  be  in  unison  with  tlie  scene.  1  pro- 
mised Mr.  Perdral  to  return  aa  early  as  in  pra- 
pricly  1  could.  You  are  sure  I  sluitl  not  hurry 
Horatia  'i" 

"  Hurry  her?  N»— she  wishes  to  go.  I  will 
let  you  know  when  the  carriage  is  up." 

«  Who  t«  tUutr  said  Chadwiek. 

*'  Mr.  I)e  Gn>yt  tli«  son  of  Lady  Morniiigtou 
by  her  second  marring — and  a  coutun  of  my  oitil" 

Whereupou  Mr.  Chadwiek  said  no  more. 

He  had  tlio  happiness  of  lending  Mr^  Ferdrsl 
shortly  afterwards  to  her  cwringe.  Ho  tamol 
round  to  offer  Msistence  to  Horatia.  Sbe  affecied 
not  to  see  the  offered  hai>d — one  of  her's  wa» 
already  in  that  of  De  Grey. 

De  Grey  stopped  her  for  a  moment,  even  on  the 
■tep — "  Stty  as  little,"  thus  he  whispered,  "  » 
possible  to  Mre.  Perclval."  ^ 

There  was  a  pressure  of  the  lumd — fond,  fcrrrnt,  H 
emphatic — she  returned  the  pressure — the  door 
ckMed — they  were  gone. 
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CHAPTER  XXXII. 

"  iaa.— I  win  write. 

lack. —  More  puticuUn 
Huitiuttiiy  mj  knowledge." 

CTMaELIRE. 

"  Rm. — Hut  ^u  be pitiUo  T 

■  •  •  ■  • 

Take  bit  ofler. 

Pitianee  henelf  would  lunle  ■(  thii  letter." 

As  You  Like  It. 

"  Knv— Trntfbniutioa ;  lo  I  ctU  it, 
Since  not  the  exterior  nor  the  invaTd  ntin 
Bwnnblet  that  it  wu  :  whit  it  ihould  be, 
•  •  •  ■  • 

I  cannot  dream  oC" 

Haulet. 

Ebb  bia  departure  for  Bristol,  the  following  letter 
despatched  to  Dudley,  from  De  Orey : — 


"  Dear  Dudley, — What  has  become  of  you? 
I  hear  nothing  of  your  whereabouts.  Are  you  in 
Yorkshire  ?— or  anywhere?  or  nowhere?  or  every- 
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>W»?      Arc 


Wker. 


till  <M_ 


at  home  ?  or  abroad  ? 
l — p^e  Bod  patient  f  or  n-uliM  i 
irc  you  dMcru-d  Tofest  Lodfjc?  or 
yoB   dcwrtcd  lu  ?      I  nnure  yoa 
I  yoa.    The  prince  lover  is  still  oog 
UipOFiMS.. 
•We  have  been  very  gay  Iiere,    Dinncn, 

bob,  and  a  oomplicition  of  sf^ri-eaMe  dif' 
It  WM  impoiMbie  to  bo  cured  of  tliem  all; 
«•««  all  ol  us  look  rBtbrr  paler  tluut  when  you  leJl 
IB,  Dot  pven  excepting  Uorutiii — can  you  account 
fcr  ibat?     My  brother  bas  been  balf  inclined  V> 
■■be  brrr,  and  I  wboUy  Indbed  u>  tnnkc  mi«cliM; 
a  iuey  took  kiin,  bowever,   to  buy  love  ready 
■■dei  and  tbe  thing  went  to  piece*  directly.   I 
bare  done  vbot  I  eouU  to  collect  tlie  rcmiiins,  anf 
■■  patting  iben  togeCber  oa  fast  oa  1  can.    I  hire 
at  ibb  particular  moment  ray  luiiids  full  of  btuJnM 
— tbe  old  story— crerytbing  lo  do  in  the  lUwl  of 
aiy  gtacwoB  and  graoeful  brother.     Wluu  a  pky 
be  was  born  ricb — it  has  made  him  idle.     Fk  to 
act  by  deputy,  who,  if  he  chose,   omild  act  w 
idiunbljr  biaudf  ]    He  tbro«rg  a  whole  sJiofrcrt' 
hb  idc«s  npea  me,  and  nys,  '  diitperHe  theiSi  if 
yiM  please;  1  am  going  to  Rit  down  in  my  libwyi 
and  cannot  be  interrupted !'     Poliiia  or  \vkM, 
■D  tbe  BoiBf       At  one  moment  CKitne-t  tlw  cmk- 
I  £tf>ct^*  Louis,  itep  into  paflinmentt  ipcski 
that  you  make  them  hear.'  At  aiw(lMr> 
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Ite  fiermiasion  oblique — *  Lout*,  you  nuiy  mttVe 
tove  for  me,  i/  you  pleaae ;  llie  lady  might  not  like 
me.'  Tonlay  Ii«  sends  me  to  Brbtol,  to  harangue  and 
to  eat  for  bim.  Eloquent  and  hungry  as  I  propose 
to  be,  I  am  »omctIiing  el«e  al  present — curious ; 
aud  it  strikes  me  you  can  satisfy  my  curiodty. 

"  We  were  at  the  boll  last  night.  You  hare 
beanl  iu>  doubt  of  Pcrdval's  uccident ;  an  accideiit 
DOW  Imu  happened  to  Mnt.  Ferciral.  She  ran 
agiiinU  a  perfect  stranger  at  this  ball,  nnd  has  never 
recovered  her  equilibrium  since.  'Hiis  eucoanter, 
uid  die  consequent  Aou/nwrMnMJiJ  of  Mrs.  Percival's 
phUoaophy,  would  not  perhaps  aifect  me  so  deeply 
as  it  ought,  for  I  am  not  a  man  easily  afTected :  but 
having  in  the  tender  hurry  of  ibc  moment  poppc<l 
a  little  pet  tiger  into  her  reticule,  »hc  glides  up  to 
Hubert,  and  cajoles  him  into  piatting  him.  Now  I 
hale  pete — and  more  particularly  any  pets  of  Mrs. 
Percival's:  thus  much  for  my  fancier.  Kever»ing 
the  order  of  an  Italian  melody,  we  will  proceed 
without  delay  to  the  grave  part  of  the  strain. 
Seriou&ty,  I  distrust  tlie  man  tliat  Mn.  Percivnl 
picked  up  at  tlie  ball ;  I  read  in  an  iuKUnt  what  it 
did  not  please  me  to  read  upon  his  brow.  As  for 
making  her  read  it,  the  thing  was  as  impossible  tus 
to  teach  a  quaker  dancing,  or  to  make  n  dog  eat 
muMard  :  she  kept  her  eyes  Rxisl  on  tlie  embossed 
binding,  and  managed  iu  doing  so  to  turn  the  cAa- 
ratter  upside  down. 
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"  But  let  my  judgment  f^  for  notltin;  if 
will.  Prreoitt— or  ralli«r  one  pCTson,  whose  juig- 
mcnt  1  cannot  pennil  to  go  for  nothing — knew  this 
ln<livi<lual  abroad  at  Vienna.  1  elidted  onou^  foe 
ray  purpoae  and  my  warrant.  I  bare  |iut  tbingi 
together,  and  I  bare  cone  to  a  conelturion ;  which 
if  it  b«  correct — and  I  have  not  the  sluulow  of  a 
doubt  of  its  being  so^render  it— other  circum* 
stances  of  a  nature  loo  dclicalo  to  be  touched  M^| 
here  being  held  in  miitd — tbe  rcverK  of  drsintUe, 
tliAt  thii  Mr.  Chudwick  should  have  the  ntrie  at 
Mornington.  Once  let  him  in,  ai>d  he  will  make 
bi«  way  and  keep  it.  I  have  marked  liie  man,  atii) 
1  know  him. 

*'  Uear  bow  you  can  serve  me.  Mrs.  Porcinilr 
who  has  her  reasons  for  every  thing — she  had  one 
for  marrying  Mr.  Pcreival,  and  they  can  liardtf 
have  failcil  her  wince — has  the  nost  iitiantwerabt* 
one  for  making  ibe  acquaintanee  of  Mr.  Chadwitk. 
*  He  was  born  in  Yorkahire.'  Be  tt^py  h/  refloo- 
tioDt  therefore,  Dudley,  if  you  cannot  be  happy  m 
reflection — you  loo  were  born  tn  Yorkshire.  'And 
I  also  am  u  Itomnn  I" 

'*  He  is  the  youngest  eon  oif  Mr.  Chadwick  <f 
Culrerboosei  near  NortJiallerton — a  diplomalJil' 
passed  yean  abroad — clever — so  for  Mrs,  PerdnL 
And  to  suy  so  liir,  and  be  able  to  stop  ber.  is  m 
adiievement  ou  which  1  piquu  mpclf.  I  thall 
leave  the  receipt  with  Perdvai. 
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I'rack  the  fellgnr  for  me  if  you  please.  Mora 
iaily  examine,  if  you  can,  into  all  aiid  every 
thing  likely  to  bear  on  bb  private  cltaracter  and 
public  conduct  while  at  Vienna.  Do  titis  iben  ; 
oollste  evicU'nce — a  ibinfr  in  your  way — an<l  repori 
progrcM  to  me.  If  a  bill  of  |>ainti  an<l  penalties 
be  deciiled  on,  wbat  do  yon  say  to  brin^nj; 
it  up  yourself?  No  f«ar  uf  iiiriMTtion  now  I 
tiiink,  desperately  alarmed  as  you  appear  to  liave 
Adieu !  I  direct  (o  you  at  Marley  Park ; 
le  mistake  is  easily  rectified  :  direct  yourself  bere, 
and  tberc  will  be  none:  wu  slioll  not  iwnd  ywi 
away  igain.  Come  and  give  us  nii  argnmcnt  for 
having  done  so :  and  oblige 

"  Your's, 

"  LouiB  Ue  GH£y." 


^^e  m 


"  Will  Le  come,  or  will  he  not  come  ?"  said  De 
rey  to  liimself,  as  be  folded  the  letter.  "  He 
uld  have  influence  with  Hubert — college  friends 
Id  intimates — a  person  too  of  quiet  excellent 
ise — that  Hort  of  i«n«c  1  know  nothinf;  about. 
lore — will  tiiHtstand  in  the  way?  1  think  noL 
It  came  on  nilhotit  a  paroxysm.— it  has  gone  off 
without  convubioiis.  It  wilt  Imve  left  ju»t  a  ^ofli- 
bMcnt  degree  of  weakness  beliiml  to  render  him 
^■Dieresting;  and  the  we.iknefts  will  bare  its  uflei*. 
^Be  will  be  keen  lighted — far  sighted— he  will  note 
'  the  bearings  of  this  wmcwbat  complicated  position 
:i  a  moment :  put  tlie  ghuM  to  lliiberi's  eyes  and 


Two  letters  oi 
^  one  tnnacril 
•■■le  moming ;  I 
The  fin^  whidi  \ 

"Mt  DEiun  < 

"Yoohnepn 

^own  10  Tenfrie  ] 

•Inya  thtt  I  cooh 

indn^  the  demtot 

f'^rtua  that,  strict 

even  now:  but  I  i 

(•esMw— AiD  Ino. 

<»  ooming  down  to 

ofuiB&tr,  whose  1 

ooDonVed  nugfat  bs 

I  noBt  insist  on  ai 

At  yoo  that  renden 

with  an  idea,  in  who 
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requested  eliicidution  ;  or  oiily  sucli  allusionii, 

I  am  more  in  the   (Lark    tlian   erer.     I   ask 

Henry  qaesdona — I  receive  no  answer.    He  speaks 

of  you  witli  &  Hort  of  brief,  Mil  calmness,  M-liich  ex- 

^dtca  in  inc  M>mc  iiMl«'fiiuible  dUtruHt.     I)«»r  lOiiM, 

^■re  yon,  can  you  be  inseii-tiMtf  still  to  merit  «o  «u* 

^perior — to  talents  so  splendid — to  ihe  cliarm  of  a 

.     chancter  at  once  brilliant  and  pure  'i     lit  it  bit)  con- 

L_VKtion  of  this  insensibility  that  makes  liim  speak  as 

^■t— ^OM — speak   as   I  cannot   bcnr  to   Lenr  bim 

^■peok  ?     Could  you  bare  tb«  IumiI  to  force  on  bim 

Ha  conviction  so  cruel?     In  blH  pcneverauce — per- 

Kverance  under  »o  much  tbat  would  liave  discou- 

t^ed  anotber — do  you  see  notliing  to  soften,  to 

L^mtiry,  I  would  add  compel !     Elcnnor,  there  is  & 

^Bompnkion  of  the  lu-art — it  is  the  generouD  who 

KCt  on  tliat  comjiuUion.    Kemember,  you  can  make 

turn  happy. 

"  He  Uilkfl  of  tearing  Temple  Bourne.    Stitisfy 

tDe,  deiir  Eleanor;  do  not  let  him  go^relain  bim 

while  it  i«  yet  time.    Do  not,  for  tJie  sake  of  a  hope 

whoae  anbes  ought  by  this  time  to  be  cold  on  your 

beart,  throw  from  you  tlie  bappineas  whicli  oflers 

iuelf   in   noble   confidence   for  your    acceptance. 

Yc*— tlic  confidence  »  noble — be  knows  that  you 

bare  lored  another.     He  ktiow»  this — and  the  time 

^jns,  wben  he  felt  it.     Tbat  time  passed  awny  with 

^■im  i  because  be  imagined  that  it  ought  to  pass  away 

^rritb  you.     Hus  it,  or  has  it  not  done  so  ?     Kecal,  I 


46 


THE    ENGAOBHCNT. 


Iiesmcb  ^00,  lo  your  cl«Hr  and  Mrongly-oonstituled 
mind,  the  counsel  I  gave  you,  wlten  I  had   wrong 
(nm  y<Ht  the  dcM  Meret  «f  your  sinil.     Voii  will 
answer,  '  A*  you  wning  it  froni  roe,  why  nvail  yoiir- 
itelf  of  the  knowledge  to  humiliate  me  yet  morel'' 
Ko  one  haa  the  power  lo  humiliate  you,  ray  Elea- 
nor.     He   whom   you    loved,   deeerreH    and    did 
booour  to  your  love.     NeitJicr  do  1  forget  your 
womanly  averment,  tliat,  rich  «a  be  vrm  in  all  iIkw 
qualities  calculated  lo  call  forth  love,  atill  yuu  wouhl 
not  have  loved  him,  had  not  a  train  of  minor  eiT> 
eumsiaiices — bin    deferential     manner    to    youTKlf 
— ihe  delight  be  took  in  your  todety — the  Hii- 
duity  with  wliieh   he    itought  it— bis   rclianee  oo 
your  judgment — lus  communicationH    to    yoa  of 
things  important  and  conlideniial ; — had  not  all  Umm 
tempted  you  to  believe  that  he  pr«fierre<t — (wrb^if 
that  he  loved  you.     I  thought  nt  ibe  litne  of  yon  ^ 
eompellcd    confidence  in  me — oumpelled,  became  ™ 
I  pressed  }'dii  so  closely  on  Coningsby's  behalf— 
Uuit  I  forced  the  tnith  from  you ;  and  1  think  alill, 
tliat  I.onl  MimlinglMffl  cnuld  not  for  a  longer  period 
have  coiitinueil  tlic  [ntiRtaey  yod  describe,  and  ntrt 
bare  loved  you.     IJut  wmething  uofnrtatialely  9C- 
ctirrcd  just  then  to  disorganize  that  noble  mindiaad 
to  occupy  il  painfully — haunting  the  secret  powy 
of  thought  with  tttstempered  fancies — unstringilg 
it«  hnmuHiieti — tincturing  old  aasociatioiu — tnmf 
ling  on  recollections — poisoning  some — atuiiltUadof 
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otliKM — confunng^,  Ktupifying,  auspemiing  Ute  Tusb 
of  bcolUiy  life  in  all. 

"  The  wie  )d«a  drofit  on  liU  bniin;  nm!  notlitniir 
fiur  flourisb«d  round  it.  TIiciv  vrm  no  liglit  for  Uie 
plant  of  luro  to  grow  in.  It  is  possible,  too,  that 
III-  Itad  bevn  aocttttomcd  from  tke  first  to  consider 
M  probable  an  atUelintcnt  bctvrccn  you  and  Con- 
Ingtby ;  and,  pa«e«ae<l  wiib  a  vugw  suspicion  of 
ibis  from  tlie  first,  lie  anw — and  forbore  to  lore. 

"  I  spoke  above  of  an  eugrAssing  id«-a :  it  bore 
refercncv  to  Coniii^by.  Vou  ima^ie  titat  be 
WW  worked  on  by  another :  and  doubtless  you  are 
right :  but  be  could  not  have  been  tliUH  worked  on, 
had  there  not  beeti  tlie  bitter  seed  within.  I^rd 
Ilasliogliam  was  one  who  could  only  walk  calrolyt 
if  he  wullccd  ^isL  He  lancied  thnt  Coningitby 
paMed  him  ;  and  be  stood  still,  tluit  he  might  be  oat 
of  tlic  curretit  of  lii«  fame.  If  any  understood  him, 
it  was  you.  ](wu  not  his  gootl  fortune  to  become 
nwar«  of  this ;  and  valuiitg  you  «m  dearly  ua  I  do, 
I  pity  him  llie  absence  of  tlie  knowledge. 

"  Thiii,  however,  is  pa%t  Lord  HunliDgbam,  be 
it  for  his  evil  or  hi»  good,  is  the  betrothed  of  ano- 
ther. Were  1  to  address  you  in  the  language  of 
the  world— a  language  but  liltlc  suited  to  your  un* 
worldly  nature,  nnd,  us  I  conceive,  unbecoming  tny 
character  of  a  Christian  counsellor— I  ■bould  say, 
select  another  for  the  Mike  of  your  pride,  ere  be 
whom  you  bare  loved  pronounces  tlie  vow  ibnt  tic- 
S 
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pantM  yoB  for  ever.  But  addmsing  you  a&  it  be* 
bsres  m«  to  ikddrMs  joo,  I  ny,  for  the  sake  of  Uiat 
onsulUpd  oomdcncr  it  liat  b«rn  yonr  blessed  lot  to 
leoun  til)  now,  rouM  younelf,  ere  the  lore  tint 
■pnin](  from  your  admintion  of  llie  excellenlt 
dbriteOt  uoder  the  cloud  of  rircuin<<binoea  ibtt 
yiawce  round  it.  into  one  less  bi|i;h-miaded,  )tm 
dtsbtercMed,  aod  above  dl.  less  pure. 

"  Stan  not  that  I  write  that  word.  LonI  Hjo- 
llBghMH  u  about  to  belong  to  nnotlirr.  Belong, 
^«B,  Id  yottrwif.  Be  true  to  yoarsclf  aiid  to  your 
ekaracler.  God  cnnmands  this,  and  I  believe  thai 
yon  will  obey.  Stand  not  on  ibe  brink,  whence 
tbat  whjcb  woe  dear  to  you  deMended  on  a  siuldeii 
and  wai  loet, — tbat  the  ecbo  of  tlic  footsteps  may 
cone  u|i  to  you  MilL  Turn,  while  yet  the  urs  «f 
Leaven  pass  hotily  over  your  brow — turn— ere  the 
sigli  prow  to  your  bouL 

"  I  shall  come,  tlien,  to  Temple  nourne.  1  write 
also  to  Coutngsby,  to  stop  his  departure.  He  wiU 
stop— he  mu<t  stop  Ui  nea  me. 

**  Dear  child,  farewell.  As  tlie  fnetid  and  guidr 
of  your  yoalli,  I  oould  not  but  vrHle  sts  I  hare 
done.     1  long  to  te«  you. 

"  Your  mosl  affectionate  uncle, 

"  WiLUAM  DtAVCUAHr." 

The  letter  to  Coningsby  ran  aa  follows: — 

"  Mr  DEia  HcvRY, — Your  tut  letter  griend 


I 


fi 


nour 


THE  ENOAGCHENT.  49 

mucli.  I  saw  that  you  were  jicrplcxvd,  irreso- 
lute, unhappy.  Ciiiidid,  »>iifi<liii^,  as  you  liave 
n  from  your  youth,  in  that  letter  tliere  were  no 
confidences — there  was  no  candour.  Yet  I  du  not 
blame  you  ;  you  were  silent,  that  I  mi}{ht  not  blame 
Atr.  I  understand  it  all.  You  hesitate  to  tell  me 
that  you  love  more,  and  that  she  has  not  yet  learned 
10  love  another  less.  You  are  aware  that  I  had 
one  ridt  hope  on  earth ;  and  you  iihrink  from  an- 
nouncing to  me  its  dtKappmntmcnt. 

"  I  said  once,  *  For  her  sake,  perliaps  for  yours,  I 

ur  better  thinfi;^;'  and  you  reproved  me  for  my 

incredulity.     Could  I,  indeed,  believe  that  you  had 

leuoed,  I  must  say,  to  unlove,  because  requested 

by  herM'lf  to  do  so>  a  being  as  lovely  as  my 

lori- 

"  I  did  not  believe  it :  and  I  knew  besides,  that 
man  says  to  himself  lie  ha«  ceased  to  lore^  when  love 
and  circumstances  are  at  war;  hut  that  he  loves 
again,  when  the  bar  snaps  from  before  him.  At 
tnut  you  promised,  in  the  course  of  that  conversa- 
tion to  wbich  I  refer,  neitlier  focotKfoi,  tocouHterfiit, 
nor  todmtf.  You  do  not  counterfeit;  for  I  see  that 
you  iove  deeply  aiul  dearly  :  you  do  not  deny ;  in- 
asmuch OS  you  do  Dot  answer  me :  but,  Henry,  you 
conceal. 

"Again  1  say  I  do  not  blame  you — you  would 
socriiice  all  for  her — you  would  not  have  her  dis* 
turbed  by  solicitation— subdued  by  prayer.    Pause ! 

^KTOL.    III.  D 


fifoKk?     CcKld  not  yon  kire 
f,  Ak  thai  nmaoa  joi 

tanJ  in  m\  eyet  tke 
i&ke.  yet  a  dutd,! 
I  boy,  stood  be- 
t  tnn  are  the  pillM 
Iphjfullyuid  witbtb« 
patlw,  aod  M 
Yoa  hxn  ptftal 
siu.-^  »  Be  pMie  «<  Ae  wM :  tke  losa  Ims  bta 
U'.'n;  Ta::iz'i_  i  ONiE^as.  ooi  me  recorerv  wiJi  b' 
::».'j.»;M.m?i.T  smy  oear. 

-  V  .'.i  stv  yvv;  jcsa  qnil  Temple  Boume.  Be  it » 
— :»;:  '.  31  i&i  ■a_£  "i'Ji  vou  first.  Elspect  me  in  aiJ>y 
:c  7«'  .  [  rr^^sc.  u  Iea$x.  Dot  to  be  detained  laugt' 
jc-s-  '■  Ever  your's, 

"  WiUJAJI    BlLllCHiMP." 


"  A'C  votf  It,.,  me  mv  brutber  U  comiiig'  down, 
^y  Me»H<o,  i.ui£uidlr,  after  adjusting  be> 
**1:  ir  i  r^iiicon  ball  libcofi tooted,  half  quiescenit 
-.7    i   ."'^T'^    Morocco  cbur,    in    Lord    Meldoo'i 

"■  \  •;■*.  R:^:  vou  $eem  lired ;  I  am  afraid  tst 
^lil.  ■■jj  too  much  for  you.  \ou  were  nervouSi  ' 
:ii:;k.   j^.",   \e>terday.      Dear   EUeanor !     How  sk* 

c--io%tV.  ihe  ball  T' 


i^wr 


TIIK    CKGAneUENT. 

I  do  not  know  bow  «ny  one  could  enjoy  being 
in  GUch  a  crowd.     Pray,  is  any  Ibin^  the  matter 
itU  Elvanor  tu  day  ?     I  ww  in  the  drawing-room 
sr  u  idiort  limo;  olio  wm  lulkini;  to  I^ort)  I.udlow, 
and  Bci'intrd  to  ululnK'tcd,   I  wiut  rrally  afraid  he 
I     would  obsCTvc  iu" 

^^  "  aht  ought  to  be  baf^y)  instead  of  iinliappy," 
^^b*l  Lord  Mcl<lon,  "  the  is  always  »o  deJighlcd  to 
^■eceire  a  tetter  from  her  uncle." 
^B  "1  think,"  said  Lady  Meldon,  after  a  pause,  "it 
^was  very  unfortunate  our  leanng  Eleanor  so  miicli 

Iitfa  my  broiber." 
**  Unfortunate  !     What  do  you  meiin  ?" 
,  *<I  mean  that  he  luM  done  her  a  gT«at  deal  of  harm." 
"  Harm  !"  agnin  ecliiMid  Lord  Meldon,  looking 
p  iu  grave  tur|>rif«. 
*'  Y««:    William  is  to  romantic — be  baa  such 
ery  odd  ideas.     1  am  convinced,  and  nothing  can 
ver  make  me  cliange  my  opinion,  that  Eleanor 
would  have  bepii  a  very  dilTcrent  sort  of  person 
lukd  shu  been  brought  up  solely  uikder  my  supcr- 
inteadeni.'e." 
^_   "  But  is  she  not  all  we  could  wish  ber,  as  it  is/" 
^P  "Yes— 1   don't   know— it   is   difficult   to   ex- 
^Hlaiii  tliese  things  to  men  ....  she  U  very  <)e- 
^lighiful — very  charming — uill  ....  And  really  it 
was  very  exacting  of  William  :  nil,  I  suppose,  be- 
caiwe  he  was  her  godlatlier,  and  had  no  children  of 
.  own<     He  might  Itave  been  »utislic(t,   1  think, 
d2 
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ta  ker  duJdliood.  „ 
!  vent  abniaiL    1 1 
til  I  «■>  boAy  Torn  oat,  w  j 
fai^  IWii — just  when  she  . 
:  my  twc  for  /orming  the 
^k^mhmn  been  Ufl  with  me. 
talllBmcli  die  whole  winter 
1^  summer  with 


mJk?    Be  kept  her  for  k  yeir 
a  5«*i  ani  a  hiilf — on  one  pre- 


1^  Id  ike  bkes,  and  JnU 
Be  made  me  rery  angr)'  f 
i:>'> — I  ira^  Wr  «o  altered  altt^ther  od  her 
r;:^-! — *o  jnTie — so  refleerinj — that  I  was  verj' 
C^:  :-'  Ci'  awiT  lo  Vj^Doa,  to  be  a  little  farthec 
:a:  Of  ii  ■¥*«.* 

"  >>i^  liiv*  iioooor  to  his  tuition,  I  am  surf," 
St?;  Lcci  MeAk^Q.  ntiier  wannlv. 

-  1-  ra.-;y  liia-js.  I  confess.  I  have  a  higli 
i>-reif=i  fvx-  isy  brv^iSer :  but  I  can  only  say,  I  ha« 
riTifr  i>*«i:  able  to  maiia^  Eleanor  as  1  »uU 
»;-ii.  ii:^:^  Tiat  mow  unlucky  risit.  It  was  a  great 
-7--^-;ttj  Of  ix:r»s  but  it  cannot  be  helped  now." 

•■  Hire  yc«  aaT  letters  that  you  wish  me  to  en- 
.-.v*-*-  •"  a>i^eii  Lord  Meldon.  •'  You  have  bew 
»7:::r:j  to  the  IVan.  perhaps.'' 

■■  NiV  ii  is  too  hot  to  write  letters;  besii^es  1  w 
Ti.i^i.  au.i  uncomfortable  altogether.  I  ha^e  not 
«;&:j.-LW  you.  I  hope?"     And  Lady  Meldon  lire* 
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easy  chair  a  little  nearer  to  the  library  table, 
id  Hcerorrl  lout  in  tliou|i[ht.  At  ifii^l)!  nUc  uiid, 
Whore  i*  Henrj-  f 

"  I  tiaw  bioi  ^lop  past  tli«  window  a  quarter  of 
hour  ago." 

**  Gone  out  alone,  tlien  ?" 

"  Yc« — alone.  Do  you  not  think  Heory  is  very 
udi  altcrc^l,  my  drur  LHzabcih  ?" 
"  I  never  could  undcntund  Henry,"  said  I^y 
leldoti,  discontentedly,  "and  1  do  not  xuppoKe  I 
iver  shall." 
"  Ho  ia  a  very  eatty  person  to  understand,  1 
link,  he  is  to  candid." 

*'  I  dislike  candid  people,"  said  Lady  Metdon ; 
liiey  Itavc  always  ho  mucli  to  tell  that  it  is  incon- 

rl  to  hear." 
"  But  it  would  be  Htrnnge  were  lie  noi  candid 
ith  us :  brought  up,  I  may  itay,  amongst  us  all. 
Why,  the  three  years  that  I^dy  C'larisbrook  was 
ilh  her  siek  husband  on  the  continent^  our  house 
H  hta  home,  and  1  believe  a  beloved  one." 
"  Yes ;    I   Alia))  never  forf^l  tliat   time.     HoyB 
make  such  a  noise  in  (lie  house ;  and  he  ulmiys 
frightened  me  lo  death  with  his  pony,  and  fibhing, 
d  pthoolii)]^.      It  would  have  been  very  unpletisanl 
anything  had  happened  to  him  when  Lady  Cla- 
lirook  was  absenu" 

"  He  bos  ever  been  mott  griileful  and  attached, 
«u  will  admit,  Elizabeth." 
l>  3 
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**  1  do  not  deny  that,  and  I  am  sure  I  like  bint 
very  well.  I  think  him  extremely  handsome,  anA 
be  u^ed  to  be  plea^nt  and  amusing :  but  be  is  very 
dtffereat  from  wbat  be  was." 

"Tbe  Tery  thing  I  ".-as  observing  to  you  jiul 
now,"  said  Lord  Meldon,  quietly;  "  I  cannot  ima- 
i^ne  what  n  the  reason  of  this  alteration." 

'*  It  does  not  much  signify,  I  tbiitk,"  was  the 
reply. 

*' .\re  yoo  quite  sure  of  that?  Somcliines  I 
suspect  he  b  in  love  with  Eleanor." 

**  My  dear  lord,  he  will  never  be  in  lore  witli 
Deanor — I  found  out  that  at  Vienna.  He  had 
time  enough  there  to  fall  in  love,  if  be  bad  chosen: 
.iT)d  he  must  have  known  there  could  have  been  no 
objection  on  our  part." 

"  Stilt  it  strikes  me  lie  looks  like  a  man  wiib 
*ometbing  or  other  on  his  mind." 

"  Ob  1  dare  say.  Men  have  always  something 
on  their  minds.  1  only  know  be  has  grown  very 
iluil.  very  rnnaymtt — be  never  seems  to  bear  what 
I  am  faying  to  him.  It  is  a  great  pity — but  there 
is  no  use  in  thinking  about  it." 

"  If  it  not  possible  there  may  be  a  misunder- 
standing between  him  and  Eleanor  V" 

••  Misunderstanding  !  Howcan  that  be  ?  They 
:ire  not  in  love,  you  know — it  is  that  that  has 
made  the  whole  business  so  ve.^atious.  I  am  ver}' 
.ingry   with   Henry — that  confidential   intercourse 
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betweon  them  has  inch  a  stnnfr«  look.  It  ts  itot 
to  be  expMtcd  thut  any  man  will  venture  tn  ap- 
proach) wlini  h»  haiiga  aboul  her  in  nuch  an  ixlrl 
ncr.    So  w(i[Hler)it  haa  slartled  Sir  Hubert." 

**  Sir  Hubert !  If  it  bad  ajarmed  Mr.  De  Grey, 
imleed " 

"  My  dearest  Kobrrt,"  siid  l^atly  MvMon,  pa* 
tbeUcully,  "do  not  ntention  Air.  De  Grey:  ynu 
have  no  idea  liow  you  agitate  me.  1  Nball  have  u 
returo  of  tbe  palpitation  of  the  lieart,  from  which  1 
suffered  yesterday." 

"  Well,  u  iang  as  he  doc«  not  give  I'iJeanor  a 
palpiouion  of  the  heart,  we  inay  consider  ourselves 
Mfv  I  think,"  Kaid  Lord  Meldon,  playfully. 

"  Now  that  L*  very  cruel  of  you.  Korlunately, 
the  knowledge  that  Mr.  De  Grey  itt  at  Itristol, 
tends  to  calm  me  in  a  degree.  I  bad  occasion  to 
•peak  before  htm  of  Mr.  Chadwick,  the  night 
of  the  ball,  and  I  contrived  U>  give  him  a  little 
bint  or  two  of  what  I  liked  or  disliked.  I  wm 
determined  to  do  lU" 

The  Dame  of  Mr.  Chadwick  had  bnii^ht  a  elotid 
over  Lord  Mcldon's  smooth  and  open  brow. 

**  I  am  glad  Mr.  Chadwick  took  the  opportunity 
of  coining  up  to  you,  Elizabeili,  when  I  happened 
IQ  be  away ;  he  is  a  man  I  never  particularly  liked, 
and  latterly  disliked." 


"  So  very  strange  your  disliking 
.  maa  so  unassuming!  socjuiei!  »o 
D  4 


Mr.  Chadwick! 
agreeable  I" 
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"Too  ■gt««abl«  perh^  in  aoino  ewes.  n« 
phys  Dp  to  people,  and  Uien  plap  on  Utem." 

**  Nov,  it  mmt  be  Ueniy  who  pnt  that  kIci  i«< 
yaar  Itcad.  1  knoir  Hrnrj-  vxl  Mr.  Cbadwidt 
wsra  not  no  the  mou  frieiKlly  tenm ;  but  naity 
1  esBtMt  see  that  we  have  any  biuinesB  to  attMui 
lo  Itrary'a  tiuicies.  1  always  liked  Mr.  Chadwiek, 
and  I  always  ihall  like  htm." 

**  PImm  yoar»«U,  my  deat  Eliz^wtb  :  1  only  m]A 
he  wen  a  Utile  iDore  deaening  of  your  frieniUit|\'' 

**  As  to  frtendahjp — I  never  hare  a  friendilur 
fcr  nf  «ae — I  think  it  is  a  very  foolisli  «n  tl 
itiag — bat  1  like  bira  panicuUrly  aa  an  ncquaia^ 
■DOB.  I  told  him  1  aboahl  bo  happy  if  he  wonU 
rida  am  and  wt  ta." 

**1  am  larry  to  b«ar  that:  Henry,  I  an  mtt, 
wmU  radier  not  &11  in  with  him." 

"  t  certainly  do  not  hold  mywlf  bound  to  cou- 
•ttlt  Henry,  as.  to  who  I  shall  or  shall  not  acftnit  U 
Temple  Bonme." 

*'  But  it  will  be  awkward  for  all  of  us  I  ikiiili." 

"  Awkward  !  Because  soaw  oSdal  noiueoM 
worried  Heary  at  Vienna  I  I  dislike  poljtta; 
ibcy  an  always  crealti^  ooolaeasee.  Howevtr, 
the  thii^  ia  over  ;  besides,  I  bare  inrited  Mt- 
Chadwicfc,  and  Henry  thinks  of  leaving;  ua :  lo  I' 
(HUM  ^ni^-  in  tlie  least." 

"  1  hare  insisted  on  his  staying;  to  see  Jfi" 
brother." 


I 
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**  And  will  \te  «tiy?"  said  Lady  M^ldoit,  with 
tlie  air  of  a  prnxHi  «t  onc«  Hurjirisi-d  uiid  vexrd. 
"To  be  sure — very  simn^e  if  lie  did  not;  be- 

udee,  die  Dealt  wrote  to  him,  mtui  jirobubly " 

"  Wrote  to  him  I  What  could  be  write  to  liim 
about?"  for  Lady  Meldon  remembered  instinct- 
irely,  that  it  was  ibc  dearest  wisli  of  her  brutJier's 
heart  to  acvomplitili  an  union  between  Kleanvr  and 
Coningsby.  True,  she  felt  certain  be  woiiUl  not 
be  able  to  elTecl  it;  but  then  Sir  Hubert ....  he 
wnuld  comprehend  only  the  half ....  and  surely 
things  went  [K'rversely  enough  alr<.iidy.  Aguln — 
there  was  a  mott  afflicting  [xisstbility  that  the 
Oean,  on  being  finally,  tbuufrh  reluctantly,  con- 
vinevd  that  Eleanor  anil  Coningsby  did  not  love, 
nor  ever  would  love,  each  other,  might  fancy  he 
found  the  cause  uf  llie  dijsppointment  In  a  pre- 
ference entertained  by  Eleanor  for  De  Grey;  and 
in  that  case — l.udy  Mvidon  sighed  deeply — yea, 
that  would  be  JuHt  like  her  brother ....  and  be 
could  persuade  Lord  Metdon  to  any  thing. 
—^  *'  \'ery  natural  for  him  to  write,  was  it  not?" 
^■vplied  Lord  Meldon. 

^v  *'  Perlmps  so — I  don't  know.  And  did  Henry 
^makc  any  alliuion  to  the  siibject  of  the  Iclier  after- 
^wanli:-"* 

^P  "  1  only  nw  brin  for  five  miniitCN,  after  he  liad 
■- — I  it,  and  tlutt  was  in  crotsing  tlie  hall.     1  said, 
'  course,  Coningsby,  you  do  not  leave  us  now 
u  5 
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'  ioma.'     He  iooke<i  very  [ 
:  bdp  fcaarkitig  ibau" 
Mked  pale  and  ill  for  tW  last  fortnigli 
•c  tatt;  1  tm  vrnnomd  tiitf  air  of  GluucMtenkbv ' 
4Hi  MM  ap**  «iU>  kim;  I  tJtall  tel)  my  bntOiet 
m,     1  Aiak  W  ^i  bewr  go  abraul." 

**  1  fafw  i*  aik  you,  ny  deafest   EUabeili, 
vWl  Uc  CWIwiA  mhI.  when  yoa  invited  kin  to 
•  ^     b  La  staying  for  any  length  of  Uw 


••Taa,  1  befiem  so;  but  1  always  fav)|^  wbl 
yiiyM  irU  ■•  about  lb«r  novencnbi :  bowettCt 
W  iMMhMd  a  Hole — 1  bo  mnnnber  tkat:  fori 
«a«U  Mt  aaawhai  ilMuld  make  kim  hotitate:  K 
taaWnU^WlMped  be  !>bouM  be  uMc  to  kare  tb 
iMaaar— or  aaaMUty  of  ikat  lort — and  iben  W 
bau^J  aad  «cm  back  to  Mra.  Percival.  Goal 
HfB*Hi  I  tbcrc  are  tbc  Percival  tiveriL>9 1  Tlw 
littles  aKart  gin  au  a  tarn  ....  tbat  aociiirtl 
aai  ««ry  aalatAj  ....  I  errtainly  cannot  lean 
poor  Eloaar  alaoe  in  encounter  Mrt.  rereniL 
She  baa  a  biMlarb  Ar  will  not  be  eijual  to Uv 
ricrtiaa ;  Mt^  Percirol  wonld  aiake  her  qiuu  iii 
1  aa  ean.  Tbe  smell  of  tint  waltng  wu  ki» 
gimi  Me  a  hnidafh  too.  How  can  you  b«af  o 
■mI  90  aaay  kuen  at  a  time  !" 

Lady  MaUon  ibrew  aane  Earn  it  C^ogM  on  Wt 
llMWiirrbhf  and lauit  back  In  tbe  chaift  to prejitrt 
far  Mm  lannkUble  ttiternrw  with  Mr<».  I'crcirnl' 
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Th«  finct  wu,  ftbo  n«vcr  forgol  for  an  instant  tin' 
felatiorahtp  of  Mrs.  F<!rcival  and  Dc  Gray ;  ainl 
the  separate  arenimi  tilie  entertained  for  eacli  ruii 
dntilled  tbrotigli  licr  brain,  and  fell  thenoe  on  her 
ima^nation  in  a  aort  of  coneenlraied  esspii«>,  in 
inouH  compltmcrit  to  this  dcprcaitt-d  reliition- 
p.  8bc  knew  enough  of  Mre.  I'crcivid  to  de- 
le in  her  own  mind,  tlk&l,  in  ilie  aSair  of  thin 
countable,  and  provoking,  and  insuflerable 
love,  she  would  be  the  indelbtlf^ble  ally,  and,  aa 
on  Its  she  deemed  it  becoming  or  discrcvl,  the 
om  aiivocate,  of  Dc  Orey: — hence,  although  it 
ly  be  fair  to  presume  «he  knew  it  nut  herself, 
compassion  for  ber  daughter's  hvtiduch;  hence, 
rliaps,  the  origin  of  her  own ;  hence  the  iieces- 
ity  of  preparation^— of  the  toun^e  meditative 
forehand. 

The    Honourublo    Mrs.    Percivid    and    Mr. 

Cliadwick,   my  lady,  are   in   the  drawin^rooin," 

the  aiiiwuncenient  tliat   rouaed   ber,   as  »lie 

ly  half- recumbent  —  the  perfumed   handkerchief 

ie<i  upon  her  brow. 
Lord  Mehlon  Btartml,  and  dropped  tJie  wax,  a% 
le  did  M),  u])on  poor  Fido's  glossy  paw,  who  kx* 
ringing  op  to  his  mistress,  ou  beholding  her 
about  to  move.  A  howl,  then  a  prolonged  whine, 
fitted  the  library  with  portentous  echoes.  Lady 
Meldon  wan  in  agonies — the  bell  «wt  rung,  the 
ys  maid  summoned,  tlie  boBScke^er  com- 
D  6 
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of  her  retirement — 
Hnetlmig  va?  done, 
■f  De  Grey  ^run^  op 
the  eoofisiaci  of  ker  fean ;  and 
^  H  her  boeoDi,  and  [rreludiif  I 
I  lad  pim^  whine.  Lady  M«f-  j 


CHAPTER  XXXIII. 

"  Ant. — t  hare  nunj  eDcmin  in  Onioo'i  court, 

•  •••■• 

Bm iwillga" 

TwBLITa    NlOBT. 

"  £«o<L— Oh  1  ihut  ibe  itood, 

B>en  with  nich  lib  of  m^Mi;, 

When  Snt  I  woo'd  herl 

I  «m  ubun'd .... 

Tbere'i  magic  io  iby  latiftj;  wbicb  hai 

Hj  evili  coi^Di'd  to  reraembriDCB." 

WiHTElt'i  Tile. 

"Ftm. — I  cautd  bare  given  leu  matter 
A  better  ear." 

Antohi  and  Clbopxtka. 

"  Hm. — Our  talk  muil  only  be  of  Benedick." 

HucB  Ado  ABoot  NotaiKo. 

At  tbe  moment  of  Lady  Meldon'§  entrance, 
Jn.  Percival  formed  the  centre  of  a  group,  bound 
}  be  attentive — an  emblematic  argand  lamp,  on 

pedestal  of  or-molu,  endeavouriog,  through  a 
ledium  at  once  brilliant  and  hazy,  to  shed  a  fair 
roportioD  of  her  rays  on  all.     Some  received  these 


lighting  a  lesser  lamp  -of  h 
ming  it,  condeflcended  oc 
behind  the  screen  she  had 

The  most  penetnUe,  a 
contented  of  the  set  waa 
nearly  as  qtuet  as  Lord  Mi 
good  humoured;  natfad'  j 
plain  nor  hnMbome ;  polite 
very  attendve  in  minm  aei 
never  attentive  at  all. 

Somewhat  apart  from  the 
She  was  ammging,  or  ^>pei 
Rowers  in  a  Sevres  vase.  A 
her  stood  Mr.  Chadwidc: 
that  she  had  risen,  to  break 
salutations,  or  inquiries,  or  i 
bad  attempted  to  propitiate 
tated  whether  or  not  to  prea 
tions ;  or  whether  it  mi^Kt  I 
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nn  Ulc*  tbat  rankled  n-oiiUI  occitsigimlly 
p^it  nuty  bo  ait  w^ll  to  stnto  licrc,  (but  it  had 
«ii  a  mutter  of  citremc  doubt  nnd  delicnte  deli- 
rstiun  witb  biiD  io  the  fint  instance,  wlietlier  it 
be  advisable  lo  present  liimself  at  Temple 
Boome  i  but  tlie  (act  wus,  tiuit  tbe  ctrcumstaim-  of 
111*  fin-viouti  acquaintancr  with  ibv  Mvlduiwlmving 
nccessurily  transpired,  Mrs.  I'vrcirul  hud  taken 
advantage  of  lii«  borse  having  been  put  up  ut  Morn- 
11,  to  inMHt,  in  tier  gently  overpowering  style, 
on  driving  liim  over  to  Temple  Bourne.  For  a  mo- 
ment be  again  hesitated ;  and  revolved  in  hi*  mind, 
e  eligibility  of  pleading  in  excuse,  business  that 
>uld  not  be  postponed.  But  he  considered — for 
con«dence  makes  cowards  of  ns  all,"  and  tlie 
ttlc  ex]>o»cd  bit  of  Mr.  Chadwii^'s  conscience 
crted  it«  right  like  a  whole  one~tIiat  the  refusal 
ould  h»vr  a  klninge  air,  and  might  excite  con>- 
leiit  or  suspicion;  especiully  as  he  had  partly 
[iK^uiesced  in  Mrs.  Percivid's  gritcious  invitation  to 
the  forvnvon  at  Morningbon — it  would,  aho  wii<l, 
light  Mr.  IVicivjil.  Poor  Mr.  Fetcivul !  Hi* 
zealous  and  too  multifariously  oeeupied  wife 
iverlooked,  in  the  hurry  of  ber  subsequent  arrange- 
ments, that  he  had  to  lie  still  and  be  dolighird  I 
SI>e  discovered  this  when  too  late  ;  but  ihen,  bow 
graceful,  how  ufTeclionaie  was  her  apology. 

To  reaume,  however,   tiie  chain  of  )fr.  Chad* 
Wick's  considerations :  lie  felt  aware  tbat  he  could 


inevitably  hiiding^  hioweir  i 
Meldon.  Had  he  not  the: 
once,  where  an  obliging  and 
let  down  the  rope  of  demai 
under  it  by  stealth  ?  Wouli 
forward  to  greet,  instead  ol 
the  courtesies  of  otliers  ?  1 
policy  to  look  the  aff^r  in  I 
thrill  of  malignant  satisfiict 
rity  to  himself  ran  througl 
that — the  scene  was  changi 
at  Vienna.  He  had  beer 
then — Coningshy  was  in  h 
interfered  to  mar  his  poi 
would  interfere  to  strike  ' 
Coningsby.  He  had  hia 
Lord  Haslingham  in  faia 
either  the  one  or  die  other 
arm  each  against  each :  tb( 
come. 

Again — Chadwick  was 
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uenciea,  dishonourable  dealings,  Huspictous  negCK 
lions,  corrupt  compromise,  in  which  be  liad  been 
sn  ugcntat  Vienna.     But  it  vm»  tcurcoty  probable 
liiat  be  would  »ee  lit  to  do  llm ;  the  tnutNictiom 
had  belonged  to  a  scene  at  a  distance,  and   tia<l 
sprung  from,  and  mingled  with,  events  offirial  and 
polidcal,  which  it  would  be  difficult  to  define  or 
cxplttiii  with  accuracy  here;  mnch  hud  been  sus- 
t«d,    little   proved — and   Uat   little   proved    in 
et. 
Had  Ntr.  Chadwick  been  aware  that  the  leading 
itep  to  a  more  complete  diaclosure  had  been  taken 
e  his  arrival  in  GloiiccNtersliire,  by  tlie  confiden- 
tial surrender  of  the  important  letter  addressed  by 
ningshy  to  Eleanor,  into  the  hands  of  Str  Hu- 
rl, he  nould  have  acknowledged,  that  the  ground, 
already  undermined,  waited  but  u  toucli  to  crumble 
I      beneath   his   feet.     As  it   wa«,  he  determined    to 
^^pproacb  with  the  fnmk  fcurlc«tnesa  of  the  inno- 
^Bent — to  look  up  boldly  to  otliers,  ere  othent  should 
^■ecide  on  looking  down  coldly  on  him. 
^^     Thtre  was  one  person,  indwd — ami  thi'  Sjiiril  of 
Mr.  Chadwick  quuilcd  within  him  when  he  thought 
of  her— one.  whose  image  ha<l  been  witli  bim — was 
wi^   him  now.     Eleanor,  whom  at  a  distance  he 
had  VBguely  and  hopelessly  loved — admired  in  fear — 
reverenced,  a«  far  as  a  man  like  him  could  reve- 
rence— approached,  to  feel  titat  he  roust  shrink  back 
shrank  from,  to  gaze  as  he  departed — and  whom, 
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not  be«n  done ;  but  agiiiii  tlio  l>!usli  numtled 
diut  pure  ckeek.  CouUt  iilic  Imve  courud  back 
tlie  conRdence  of  Lord  llajtlingbam  ?  He  bad 
pbeed  biinself  apart — could  sbe  on  any  plea  b«- 
^^pedk  him  todraw  near  ~!  And  buving  Unis  bcsotiglit 
^■m,  could  nbe — while  tliom^  ennic-sl  vyn  were  on 
her  again,  aa  in  daya  that  biul  been  unisontdotuly 
L^|>o  full  of  aweetnesn — spc&k,  and  not  betray  tbat  bis 
^Biterest  was  dearer  to  ber  tlian  ber  own  peace — ibe 

peace  which,  at  that  moment,  she  knew  no  more? 
■K  Tbu«,  iben,  it  had  ocvurtx'd,  tliat  with  Itule  of 
^Motion  as  regnnled  licreeU,  Elvatiur  bad  beheld 
^Pw  uiiwcloome  apparition  of  Mr.  Cbsdwick  in  \S.w 
bull-room  at  Cbeltenbaui.  It  waa  for  Coniiig»by 
ahe  felt — felt,  without  the  seliiftli  tboiigbt  viiiting 
ber  boMHD,  "  but  if  tbc  mischief  worker  effect  his 
will,  may  not  Lord  Hanlingham  be  preoerved  for 
ne  ?"  What !  for  tbu  akc  of  tlic  realization  of  a 
dream,  from  wbicb  alie  bad  awakened  but  loo  soon, 
OonM  she  contient  to  look  mutely  on,  while  tltv 
lionour  of  Coningsby,  Uie  peace  of  Lord  Ilasling- 
Jiam,  were  compromised  by  one  like  bim  I  Her 
liappincM  should  not  pots  buck  to  her  gtiidetl  by 
■udi  u  baiKl,  and  bearing  on  its  robe  tlic  soil 
ud  the  Htain  iliat  touch  mu»t  inevitably  leave 
behind  it.  She  bad  hcnide<i  implicated  herself, 
while  at  Vienna,  in  the  political  view«  of  Coninf^s- 
by:  ahe  bad  act«-d  for  Inm  on  tbiit  occiijuon,  wbicli 
had  drawn  on  his  bead  the  especial  vindictiveness 
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of  Chadwiok.  U  was  by  her  iiiteqioaition 
Coiiiiignby  had  eventually  filled  the  po9t«  to  obtain 
tvliicb  bad  been  the  deareitt  aim  of  Cfaadwick.  Aotfl 
liaving  doiif  uU  this,  slic  felt  herself  n-sponiihle  for  , 
(he  eoiisoquciicos  of  the  hatred  olie  had  excit«<d. 
Neither,  vriihoiit  the  deep  trembling  of  the  loul, 
could  she  contempbitc  the  pos^ble  result  of  a  d»- 
covery,  forced  on  I^rd  Haaliogbam  ns  Chadwidc 
would  know  how  to  force  it.  The  ties  of  blooel 
would  they  make  themftelves  felt  ?  felt  only  ia 
one  scniie — fell  only  lo  w>iivcrt  re«enlinent  into  wi 
agfmy,  ant)  a  <le«ire  for  rengcuncc  ?  And  C'oiiingtb]' 
— the  brother  of  her  kenit — and  \w,  tts  lord  one^' 
da«hed  into  n  conjunction  m  desperate !  wlio  cmM 
assure  her  tliat  tlte  grappling  might  not  coflralw 
itself  into  death  ? 

It  has  been  said,  tliat  on  beholding  Mr.  CI*!* 
wick  at  tlie  ball,  Eleanor  thought  not  of  Lim  » 
of  one  who  had  loved  ber.  When,  howeTcr,  ii9- 
expect«dly  he  pn-scnted  himself  before  her  tn  At 
Kunctitary  of  her  home — when  hi«  look  nt  the  at- 
ment  of  greeting,  Wtrayed  that  there  bad  uVto 
within  him,  warm  and  uncluuiged,  ibc  5motbert<l 
feelings  that  liad  been  kts  in  the  earlier  periwl  •>( 
their  acquaintance  ut  Vienna— tlie  original  nfio^ 
nance  crept  again,  in  pluuitom-tihe  diranestt,  amitoj 
Jiie  thronged  hosl  of  Iter  memories  and  ber  fears;  ■)■• 
brinking  from  tlie  glance,  and  forbearing  lo  prcwnt 
file  liand  for  whose  proflfer  he  evidently  waited|«k 
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koH  Hiwwcrcd,  wJtJi  a  distant  and  reproving  dif^Uy, 
the  grvvlings  be  luul  p^d  her.  Shv  bud  intVT|>r4:tL'<l 
6iillifully  tlic  language  of  tliat  glaiicic.  'I'hc  mc* 
(onry  <>f  her  bcttuty  bud  Htidun  owr  bim,  while 
silently  debating  tlif  quottioii  of  tlic  propriety  of 
die  viut  to  Temple  Bourne ;  and  althouf|;b  he  \tad 
dreaded  ihc  interview,  he  hod  yet  deaired  it.  He 
beheld  her  more  beautiful  thoii  ever.  He  arraigned 
Fortune  tliat  it  had  set  h  bar  between  tliem.  He 
denounced  his  ovm  nnture  that  it  bod  fixed  the 
bar.  He  accused  ber's,  that  it  cotild  not  ])ar<loii  the 
fault  of  his.  But  tliere  was  one — yea,  tliere  were 
n  whom  had  fiillen  Uie  bitlereht  anatliema  of 
The  eye  of  the  jealous  is  gifted  with  double 
llie  refraction  of  love  upon  its  cloud  gives 
light;  and  therefore  did  be  discover— iuid  tliercfore 
did  he  hntc  ibe  one,  because  she  loved  him — the 
other,  becauM!  be  loved  her:  botl>,  l>ecuu«e  they 
coulrl  uppruach  where  he  dared  not — botli,  because 
they  had  the  power  lo  sue — both,  because  iu  her 
pretence  they  looketl  bright  and  happy, 

Chadwick  had  withdrawn  ibe  look — be  Iiad 
lisoontinued  the  greetirigH — he  had  followed  in  a 
nee  luilf  offended,  half  compelled,  as  she  had 
walked  awHy. 

Latly  Meldoii  entered:    he  was  him.'ielf  again. 

ilhan  asaiireilHortof  gaiety,  and  yet  with  a  polite- 
ness all  the  while  most  scrupulously  guarded,  he 

vanced   to  meet   her  ladyslnp.     I.Ady   Meldon, 
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wIm  hwl  cxcliai^d  witli  Mn^  P«rciva)  as  brief  a 
saliiUlion  lut  «nirte«y  would  permit,  and  wbo  longed 
to  linve  U|)[>«iided  to  it,  with  impressive  M>I«innity, 
llie  "  Go  in  peace"  ot  Moiiki»li  dtyis  with  an  ad- j 
jumtion,  halfa»d«,  "  And  iMiveinvin  pnooUe^"— fl 
bud  decided  trt  ber  «ntruic«,  In  tlic  qitiet  spil^t  of 
p«rvcrecncs«,  oiid  on  bcr  ttntraiioe,  for  the  benrfit 
of   uontrnst,   to   be  particut&rly  gracious    to  Mr.     i 
Chadwick  f 

"  PardoD  me,"  iihe  said  ;  "  but  I  am  coDotnuMd 
to  give  )-ou  a  somewbat  dbtant  reception.  I'ooc 
Fido  will  nut  jHTmit  me  to  be  properly  atteotin- 
to  any  one  but  bimaelf.  I  dare  not  witbdmw  my 
luuid  from  his  poor  liurt  pnw," 

"  May  I  ask  wbat  is  tbc  matter  witli  it?'  laid 
Mr.  Chadwick.  *<  As  liundfiome  m  ever,  I  olMom< 
notwithstanding  bis  ailments:"  luid  he  appraachcl 
Lady  Meldon,  and  stroked  her  wouitded  prot^& 

"  Did  you  not  Lear  \va  most  diatresaiiig  howl?  t 
thought  it  woold  have  alarmed  you  all.  Poor  M- 
low  !  and  be  never  complains  of  any  thing." 

As  Mr.  Cimdwick  remembered  ooce  bavii'S 
trodden  oil  Fido,  »t  VicniHij^n  the  ooeuioa  "' 
which  stumbling)  it  may  be  reinnrke^l,  par  jwi'- 
tkiit,  llial  hr  haA  nearly  been  depoiit«d  «rh«rc  ^ 
Jud  never  ventured  to  place  himself,  nt  EIommt'* 
feel;  as  he  remembcrnl  also,  that  by  u  littlr  Ult 
retaliatory  Fido  had  asserted  hia  right  to  be  If 
»|)(.*ctcd,  be  could,  if  he  bud  chosen,  tiave  coniri- 
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Lady  Melilon ;  as  it  wm,  lie  Himply  reqimtvd 
lo  know  wliat  nccideat  bad  l>efiUlen  tite  un- 
DEBpUuiting  object  of  licr  soliriludv. 

"  Lord  MeldoD  waiiHeiJiiig  Icttvns  :uid  ho  dropt 
.  pi«oe  of  wax   ppon  tlic  dear  litUv  thing's  ri^lit 
paw,  as  be  was  springing  up  to  my  chair.     Hi>  »  so 
leottoQate." 
UnfortUDately  for  the  elucidation  of  the  com|)any, 
)e  Grey  was  not  tbete  to  ask,  uho  was  affection- 
Lord  Moldon  or  th«  itpanifl?     Mrs.  Percira), 
bowevvr,  was,  to  dcsount  oti  tb«  afrL*ction  itself;  and, 
slie  wiu  in  ibe  undeviatiiig  habit  of  placing  the 
fections  where  they  ought  to  be,  I'ido  was  not 
defmudeit  of  ilie  credit  due  Id  him. 

"  How  inlerestiitg  are   tbe   ioBtaneee   we   con- 
stantly witness  of  the  fidelity  of  dogs !  I  was  parti- 
cularly struch,  on  the  occasion  of  Mr.  Mansfield's 
Fancy   i-'air,   with    the   cxinionliiiitry   fondness  of 
■     Jupiter  Tonans,  as  Louis  De  <!rey  calls  bim,  for 
Hpio  master." 

^ft  Mrs.  Perdval  could  not  easily  bare  commenced 
^~the  conversation  with  a  sentence  less  propitiiiiory 
tban  tbe  one  slie  had  pitched  on.  She  had  men- 
^feioned  three  thiii^  for  which  I.ady  Meldon  had 
^^conccivcd  an  csiwciftl  aversion— tlie  I-'ancy  Fair, 
lupiter  1  onans,  and  ])i-  (irey. 

"  I  endeavoured  to  ilissuadc  Mr.  Manslield  from 

living  that  Fancy  Fair,"  she  replied,  coldly ;  "  they 

very  fooliah  things — worse  tlian  foolUh  ;  hut  ns 
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he  decided  on  its  being  held,  I  think,  in  deference 
to  some  of  hU  guests,  luid  for  the  comfort  of  all,  he 
should  huvc  given  orders  to  tic  up  the  Xcwfound- 
luiid  dog  in  his  kennel.  He  must  havv  looJced  per- 
fwlly  ridiculouit,  walking  iu  and  out  amidst  the 
booths :  and  his  inaster  more  ridiculous  for  permit- 
ting it.  Had  1  gone  to  the  Fancy  Fair,  I  shouM 
have  insisted  on  his  being  banished.  He  always  re- 
minds  me,  with  iJiose  prowling  linhitx  of  his,  of  a 
ssvage  in  a  bear  skin." 

The  human  animal  and  the  canine  were  destined 
to  be  blended  in  Lady  M«ldon'9  speeches.  Having 
placed  them  in  this  confused  and  confuiiing  jiuia 
position)  she  stopped  rather  abruptly,  precisely  be- 
cause she  could  have  said  a  great  deal — her  thoi^jhtl 
having  alightet)  on  De  Grey. 

"  And  you  do  uot  admire  NewfoundlatNl  dopi 
Lady  Meldou  i"'  said  Mr*.  I'crcival.  "  I  certninljr 
u!ied  at  one  time  lo  consider  them  forinidiLblG  ledi- 
ing  creatures ;  but  Mr.  Perciral  kindly,  and  witk 
bis  usual  patience — he  is  a  very  patient  person— 
argued  rae  out  of  my  fenrs.  I  iJiould  not  have  de 
slightest  ol>jection  now  to  stroke  Jupiter,  if  byw 
doing  I  could  oblige  Mr.  Mansfield.  Vie  on^ 
to  consent  to  oblige  others  io  those  little  lldngt 
Do  you  not  think  so?" 

*'I  certainly  should  never  consent  to  pollute  isf 
hand  by  stroking  that  enormous,  stable-bred  moiiv 
ter,  if  Mr.  Mansfield  enircoletl  me  lo  do  so  for  tcu 
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tier.     I  should  eoacetve  the  doiag  so  nn 
offience  to  ri<to.'' 

And  Lady  Meldon,  delighted  to  turn  away  from 
Mm.  IVririvnl,  occupied  horeelf  in  placing  b«r  pet 
luxurioutily  on  a  cou«li  pillow,  und  nltumpouing  an  it 
were  the  pain  out  of  him,  witli  u»  niucli  trnl  :ini)  pvr- 
sevemnce  as  if  the  reprobated  Jupiter  Tonan»wpre 
present  to  be  goaded  witli  jealousy  by  tbc  care«««s 
lafbbfitl  on  biH  diminutive  and  dixtant  family  con- 
DKtioii. 

"  Troy  yii-blivl  lifter  ten  yciitd,  and  you  would 
not,"  Mid  Mr".  Pcrcivid.  "  Sin-aking  of  Troy,  «c 
arc  toll!  Pope's  version  of  Homer  is  rtulier  ornii- 
tnenial  (ban  correct;  still  tliere  a  sometliiufr  ^o 
detighlful  in  the  barmonious  cadences  of  bi^  lines, 
ihnt  I  conceive  none  but  a  taste  severely  clnmicnl 
cnn  seriously  enter  a  protest  n^»tn»t  tin*  tran«liitioii. 
Mr.  Pvrcival  says  we  should  look  nl  a  subject  in 
every  point  of  view,  before  we  pronounce  a  decision 
regarding  it.  Now  it  is  essential  to  remember  llint 
tlie  Greek  language — not  tbat  1  understand  it,  pray 
do  not  suppose  tbat — is  in  itself  so  eiiplionious  (hitt 
there  must  be  grace  even  in  its  brevity.  A  beautiful 
woman  can  dispetiM  with  oriiaineiitN.  What  says 
Mr.  Cliadwick  ?"  slie  added,  with  a  meaning  smile. 
"  He  bas  studied  in  bis  day,  I  doubt  not,  botli  Greek 
and  beauty." 

"  I  !"  said  Mr.  Chadwjck,  withdrawing  in  eoji- 
«eiou9   precipitancy    the   furtive    glance   tbat  had 

■       VOL.    III.  c 


7< 


TBS  CSrOAOBirSKT. 


••  It  b  the  &le  of  wnie  mm  itM 
la  W  tW  wittr  nor  tlie  bappkr  for  ll»etr  tXaiin." 

■*A  MtfaM^oly  oMuotfnt  tint  un  bunaa  «q»- 
fatfoMT  ^d  Mn.    Pmival,    wiili   k   Inlf  ngk 
**  8<A   1  aJf    MeUoa,  arc    yoa    quite   sore  jm 
ka*«  treated  poor  Fido's  ailnent  properly?    H« 
•Mas  ia  pHn.     It  dUtrcMca  mc  to  witness  paii  it 
aa  sRoaaL     It  was  Um^  Man  1  could  bear  to  bf 
a  ynllMi  «f  laon ;  Imt  ■ppr^rrnsivc  that  I  shatU 
reader  myself  liable  to  tlie  charge  of  ntrpctaiioii,  I 
•tn^tgW  iftiBM  aod  vtvtcuae  the  rrpnguaet. 
Tke  pMshn  tar  wkncauBg  wich  »ztiiUt>aiis  (MM 
ta  Inva  anstrd  in  rrery  aga.    The  Gracbt  ^ 
wbna  we  were  tatUitg  juM  now ;  tlie  Roaiaiis . .  • 
ka>  I  fis^ec,  I  taa  gUdia^  a  lillle  out  of  a  mtmt* 
prmaee.    I  paase  in  time :  so  l«t  us  talk  of  tke 
baU.     Do  van  ant  admire  Mr.  De  Grey's  dnncini:i 
Lady  Meldon  ?* 

"  I  ikiak  tliere  is  no  occbmd  for  a  nan  to  ibdm 
well:  all  be  1mm  la  do  Is  to  look  and  moffl  ft** 
gentlenum ;"  and  Fido  obtained  the  benefit  <^  * 
little  extra  shampai^y. 

"  1  mint  aegniaiee  in  lite  propriety  of  !'*') 
McUoD**  opinioB,"  said  Mr.  Cluulwidi.  «lie  ^ 
oot  fiuled  la  observe  witb  some  sur|>rise,  and  ^ 
iK)w  ivmembored  witb  a  sli^t  degree  t>f  piqur.  ih' 
altviilioti  }>ai«l,  on  tbc  night  of  ibe  ball,  lo  EltioM 
by  De  Orey.  Neither  hod  tkat  attention,  folW*- 
in^  a*  it  liad  done  in  tbc  traia  of  Mr.  MoiMfirhTi 
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mnicution,  escaped  the  tenaciou!)  memory  of 
Mrs.  Fcrcivitl ;  and  i(  was  at  pmcnt  Itpr  abject  to 
1  Iter  way  «  little  will)  Ltidy  McMon  :  dcvming 
t  by  Uius  doing  nhe  might  cunlrive,  \me  nnd 
rC)  to  clear  it  for  ilie  future  pauage  of  I)e  Grvy. 
all  events,  if  she  remove<l  no  obttade,  she  cuuld 
note  each,  and  set  tliem  down  in  the  chart  afterwardfl. 
**Look  and  move  like  n  gentleman  !"  she  repeal - 
"  Notliing  more  '(  Pardon  me  ;  but  the  very 
em  of  your  limitutiun  remiiMU  mc,  tltat  when 
tlins  look  and  niorr,  the  result  fr4.-<]itently  is 
iftely  the  reverse  of  what  you  stated.  1  ine»n  it 
reat  deal  more — tbe  f^race  of  action  is,  1  beliei'tr, 
road  to  a  woman's  henrt ;  at  least,  1  used  to 
ink  so  in  my  daytt  of  romniioe.  I  iiwpect  we  are 
often,  althoiij^h  uiiiiitentioiiullyi  rendered  unkind, 
nnply  l>y  tlie  romembruDcc  of  day*  so  full  of 
rous  abandon  gliding  out  of  our  minda.  It 
thus  parente  become  careless  of  the  hopes  and  tlie 
happiness  of  tho«e  must  deiir  to  them,  t  trust  never 
to  sin  in  that  manner  against  my  children." 
'*  A  very  umtJiblo  d'-sirc,"  Miid  Mr.  Chodwick. 
Lady  Mcldon  looked  cold  »ntl  displeased. 
"  But,"  conlinuctl  he,  "  the  difficulty  in  this 
as  in  most  otbent,  in  to  «te«r  titat  unexoep- 
tloimhle  middle  course,  which,  while  it  guanls 
xiously  ugaiiist  the  partial  suggestion*  of  our 
{>eculiAr  views,  permits  as  still  to  discern  in  its 
S  3 
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true  proportions  a  Bubji-ct,  who«e  finil  dMOMount 
niu«t  involve  tkc  dMtiny  of  oiiotlior.  Tlie  pcnton 
iiitcr«MMt  is  too  close  to  lli»t  which  iiitereftts  to  be 
nble  to  comprelioiKl  it." 

"  Kxactly  so,"  wiid  Mrs.  Perci>iil  [  "  A  v«ry  joit 
rcnriBrk.     I  bop«  I  shall  always  be  willing  to  reodtr 
justice  to  an  antagonist.     If  wr  stand  uiidcr  the 
portico  of  n  t^iniplr,  we  can  liavc  but  a  ft-eble  idva 
of  tut  cfTccL     Talking  of  temples,  I   undcrsDail, 
my  dear  Lady  Meldoo — for  poor  Mr.   Perdnl'i 
accident  has  rendered  me  a  sad  stranger  Iiere — tliai 
you  lutvc  tlic  most  delightful  rustic  temple  iu  yuor 
grounds.     Loubi  De  Grey  gave   me  n  cbarnita; 
<le«cr!ption  of  it — bis  descriptions  are  always  gr^ie. 
I  doat  on  rustic  temples,  if  I  may  use  so  strong  > 
tonn — I  ralber  obJMt  to  strong  Urms  in  gfncflJ— 
I  was  saying  so  to  MtM  PemUirlon  when  yt" 
entered.    1  wsa  rude  enough  to  find  fault  wiUi  ■ 
book  ehe  bad  eommendixl,  and  my  objection  ^ 
reference  to  something  of  tlie  sort.     I  like  o*^ 
thing  quiet." 

"  I  always  cunsiderrd  the  nutlior  in  questioa  ■<> 
write  in  a  particularly  quivt  stylet"  5ai<l  Miss  Pm> 
bcrton;  "  there  ts  no  straining  for  effect:  hujv 
doubtedly  1  might  be  mistaken." 

"  Anotlier  of  my  objections  to  liim  is|  llal  >* 
■Iocs  Hot  mniingc  the  love  wellf"  observed  Mt^ 
PeniiraL     •'  1  snid  »o  to  Mr.  De  Orry,  tie  oikrt 
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y,  Biul  1  remember  he  agrceil  with  me  com- 
pletely; iind  biM  Ric  besiiles,  that  he  should  cer- 
tnliily  contrive  to  manage  it  much  belter  himtieir. 
Very  diiract^ristic,  wiw  it  not  T  %\iv  added,  ad- 
dfcssEdfr  Kleuiior.    "  You  must  kaow  bis  style  by 

I  this  time." 
k  "  Of  managing  the  lore,  do  you  mean  '■"  ai^ed 
Lord  LudlovT)  with  a  quiet  laugh. 
I   "  Perhxps  I  do — perhaps   not — women  do  noi 
bwaya  know  wimt  tliey  mejui." 
I   "  [  triBt  Mr.  De  Grey  does?"  continued  f-ord 
Ludlow. 
f  "  \    tru&t   BO   too,"    Katd    Mtr.    Perciral,    with 
emphasis. 
The  avalanche  of  Lady  Meldon's  cold  conccn- 
led  dignity,  nhicfa  hait  been  luinging  over  t)ie 
lucky  Interlocutors  in  tins  brief  diido^ie,   wiu 
by  their  own  breatlis  at  la«t. 
As  then*  \*,  \  believe,  no  pnrlictilar  necessity 
T  Miting  iu  jiiilgmcnt  on  Mr.  I)e  (Jrcy's  love 
ngemcnt^,  we  will.  If  you  please,  talk  of  some- 

rpqtie^t  undouhtcilly  most  inopportune— her 
fisiior's  inti-ntions  being  as  diametriciilly  opposed 
to  her's  as  possible. 

Kleaiior  raised  lier  eyes  at  that  moment,   and 
countered  those  of   Mr.  Cbadwick   fixed    upon 
her ;  she  coloured,  nnd  turning  to  M  iss  Pembertoii, 
,e  said : — 

E  a 
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**  If  tliere  U  flifferencc  of  tuU  m  to  s  book, 
then  QUI  bv  none,  I  think,  in  regafd  (o  this 
«»|ttiite  eitgrariDfi;.  Look  at  it  U  tt  not  bctu* 
Uful?" 

"  It  b  beautiful  indcori  !"  wui!  Mua  Pemberlon. 
"  So  wft — 80  cx<)UL«itely  fintslied.  Wbo  is  tlir 
eograrer  7" 

'*  Allow  mc  to  clec>'pl)er  lliiu  grotr«qui'  Gfnnan 
iiame  in  tlte  corn«r,"  said  Mr.  CluulM-iek,  mo' 
doKcr  to  EI«Anor. 

"  Ha  t  I  rempmWr  tlie  (•ngraring  perfectly; 
is  from  one  of  tlie  pictures  in  the  collection  ut  llie 
]taUce  of  Liechtenstein  at  VienriB.  I  wu  witli 
Lotxl  Hu&lingham  wben  be  parchtt»ed  iL  I  W 
the  ^router  picjwure  of  be'ittf;  with  htm  too  when  !« 
]>rcm'iit4'd  it  to  you,"  and  lie  bowed  to  EJewu|. 
"  It  lias  Iwon  cnrefally  preserved."* 

It  had  been  carefully  ptesen'ed,  and  Ei 
undcnMood  that  the  remark  was  intended  to 
puin.  Slic  inid,  with  graceful  mlmness,  tb«  on* 
niflletl  ahect  of  iiiirer  paper  orcr  the  engravis^ 
and  closed  the  portfolio.  It  wiw  not  llie  firrt  ti« 
that  she  hiid  j)ut  the  veil  and  the  bau  between  Mr- 
Cliadwick  Hn<l  bcutity. 

Slie  rose,  and  Iraviiig  Mbs  Peroberton  to  ih* 
gallantries  <ibe  deprecated  for  kentelf,  she  took  brt 
Beat  beside  Lady  Meldon. 

"  W«  expect  him  back  to-morrow ;  perhnpa 
night,"  aaid  Mrs.  Percival,  u  stooping  over 
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e  couch,  and  careKiiing  Fula  liy  the  way,  tbe  coiK 
lied  to  penectite  the  unfortunate  Lady  Meldon. 
"  I  twUl  Itim  lie  did  not  f(o  away  witit  his 
id  qnitv  dvm  for  politics;  unil  thut  I  full  n  wry 
i1«asant  conviction  lliat  lie  would  be  witli  w* 
again  as  soon  as  possible.  I  say,  wttli  tu.  How 
naturally  do  we  flatter  ourselves  always.  But  I 
dare  nut  buoy  myGelf  up  wiib  the  idea  that  1  shall 
ill  truth  have  aiiy  power  to  detain  him  at  Mornirig- 
tou.  There  are  occasionti  when  tJie  influence  of 
one  renders  nugatory  the  influence  of  other*.  Are 
there  not,  Mr.  Chadwjck  ?"*— for  Mr.  Chadwiek  had 
oaged,  with  a  sort  of  manoeuvring  decorum,  to 
disenthral  himself  Irom  the  projected  attacks  of 
Miss  Peinbcrlon ;  having  so  arranged,  thut  the 
^■ocoikI  link,  or  rather  loop,  of  ber  conversation, 
^Boutd  book  up  the  ever-available  Lord  Ludlow  in 
^Hs  itead. 
^"    Offeodcd  at  llio  approach  of  Mr.  Chadwick,  and 

t anxious,  for  her  motlier's  sake,  to  turn  aside  the 
ijUuston  to  De  Grey,  Eleanor  said,  in  a  tone  low 
But  markc<l,  addressing  Mrs.  Pcrcival : — 
I  "  You  speak  of  iitflu«nc<' :  1  cannot  Kelp  being 
Ktniiided  by  your  wonls,  that  thcr«  are  case«  in 
which  the  ioQuence  of  a  single  person  is  bitterly  to 
lie  deplored.  Prejudice — pasision — or  something 
more  incxcusuble  than  prejudice,  and  mo><-  ciilcu- 
tbun  {Mission — if  these  interfere  to  bias  the 
lent,  or  corrupt  the  will,  of  him  who  exercises 

F.    -I 


*«  low,  when  rt  ntorned 
"yfaJ  bee-..  bhA  i 

"  *•««■  MwningtaD  ?•  ^ 

"«J*  Mr&  PemtiJ  from  oJki 
">*,  not  rerj    near,     tt 

"  DW  yott  Stop  and  ^>e,k  I 

"We  did  not    I  begged  1 
ifce  striag,  bw  we  ,«,  in  , 

uitor«tii.gd«cf»wMi,ttfceti 
bearnwL' 

"AodHenty  did  not  «op 
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l>j'*s  bfrlisvioiir  to  btmtrlf  in  parlicitlnr.     "  I  do 

[)ow  nliat  to  make  of  )iim.     Is  Jiv  not  wry 

iiltrml  Btnce  you  saw  him  at  Vienna,   Mr. 

;had«ick  ?" 

"  I  do  find  liim  alu-rcd,"  said  Cbmtwick. 

Mrs,  l*«rciinil  ira*  silent,  for  ftltc  was  &llog«ilier 

puzzled  in  regard  to  Coningsby.     A  (loubl  as  to 

who  watt  the  real  object  of  I)U  afTcettuu  had  gUincecl 

acroM  licr  miiHl  on  ibe  day  of  ibc  F»nc)'  Fair.  Slie 

Iiad  watched  him  Hince ;  and  w,  when  Mr«.  Perctvul 

vatclied,  she  ^iicraily  watched  to  some  purpose, 

'she  had  succeeded  in  discovering  the  trotb.     But 

^tlien  she  could  not  be  absolutely  certain  tlwt  it  wat 

lie  trutli,  and  a  most  unfortunutc  Irtith  it  would  be ; 

t)d  therefore,  as  she  w^s  by  no  means  deficient  in 

kindness  of  heart,  she  wished  tliat  tt  might  unwind 

Ibelf  ut  last,  and  disappear  entirely,  before  any  one 

Buld  ascertain  its  dimensions.     Pcrlia]»  she  mlfrlu 

9t  nltogetlier  have  kept  the  aceret  ao  well,  had  nhc 

>t  had  now,  as  at  other  times,  the  satisfaction  of 

naking  a  sort  of  dumb  waiter  of  Mr.  Perdval,  on 

whom  slie  could  lay  all  her  ideas  and  take  them  up 

again  as  she  wanted  them.     She  Mill  considered 

Lady  Meldun  intent  on  promoting  a  marriage  be- 

reen  Eleanor  and  Coningsby :   the  moM  natural 

bln^  in   the  world   to  «Ub,  but  unluckily  thouc 

ktoral  things  were  so  apt  not  to  happen  ! 

"  I  was  thinking,"  said   lady  Mcldon,  after  a 

pause  extremely  mcilitative  for  her,  '*  tlut  it  is  rery 


tabgne.  l  uwir  i  nam 
TDoment  myaelF  nnce.  T 
the  people  >o  diaagreedble 
spoke  ^Mat  HontiBt  that 
tentirely,  and  kxAed — I  d 
Yes,  I  dare  aay  he  ha».ga 
him  he  ou^t  to  be  mtK* 
charming,  ia  abe  not)  Un 

"Very  ebatmmg  iodat 
Coaingtby  ny  anjrthii^  t 

"Smj\  Onol  lia  dM 
nothing  I  think  now,  but . 
it  altf^dier.  As  an  (rid 
ham,  you  most  rejoice  at 
pineas ;  and  then,  as  mj  bi 
realty  a  marriage  of  «Seoti 

"I  am  happy  to  bearaOk" 

"  Horatia  could  Wrdly  1 
when  she  became  acqaaiob 
— every  thing  was  setded 
very  pleasant  thing,  I  aa 
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did — y«fi — HoratU  ccrtninly  bchnvcil  rery  well — 

nhr  Ml  in  lore,  as  people  rail  it,  with   Lord  Han- 

^Hinghnm  at  onoc :  tlicre  was  do  rexatSaus  nonsense 

^ — none  at  all.     She  accepted  liim  very  properly. 

^KDid  she  not,  Eleanor  i*" 

^P     Eleanor  was  very  pale—tlie  counsel  of  bor  uiiele 

^Ebudc  on  her  heart,  and  stung  her.     In  one  point 

liow   miotuhen  !     Oh  the  cruel   embarrsBsmenU  of 

-that  interminable  morning !     And  lie,  tltc   gtiitr- 

of  her  cbildliooii  to  arrive,  and  not  lie  weU 

r)     He,  to  arrive,  to  render  every  perplexity 

Iter  still  I     He,  to  arrive,  to  cover  with  coiifu> 

oon  the  candid  brow  of  Coningsby  ! 

"  But,"  resumed  Lady  Meldon,  eontinuing  ber 

nus  addroM  to  Mrs,  Percival,  "you  can  give 

Chadwick   the  whole   history  of   the  affair ; 

fou  were  at  Momington  when  Lord  Hatlinghnm 

^ropoaed." 

"  I  have  indeed  t>ecn  long,  too  long,  at  Morn- 
iogton. — "     Lady  Meldon  did  not  dispute  tbe  pro- 
position. "  That  unfortunate  accident  ■ .  •  again  and 
again  I  weary  Kir  Hubert  with  apologies  for  all 
the  trouble  we  are  giving  him.      Di<l   you   ever 
know  a  more  delightful  pcrsmi  tliaii  Sir  Hubert? 
le  is,  I  believe,  a  favourite  of  yours: — so  kind ! 
siderate  !  so  talented  !   I  tell  Louis  De  Grey, 
in  spite  of  our  rchidamhip,  I  suspect  after  all 
like  bis  brother  bcsL     One  takes  a  liulo  midi- 
ipleuture,  I  am  afraid,  now  and  then,  in  making 

K   0 


»  my  eoosin,  I  ,!««  be  an 
B  gii^  ^nst  him.     Isu 

Kke  Louis  IV  G«y?- 

"  I  have  known  and  esl 

y**—!  know  nothing^  of  ] 

And    Udj.  MMoti   wia 

knew  nothing,  in  the  m«s,  | 

Mrs.  Percival. 

"Ahf  (Mt  jo«  wiU  soo 

he  hn  even  inclioation  to  I 

terms  Midi  ytm ;  indeed  he 

sometimes  rerylooganj  oo« 

You  should  hsre  heud  hot 

exquisite  unngemtota  of  th 

"  I  am  not  fond  of  he« 

I*Jy  Meldon,  with  such  m 

««»«.  that  it  might  almoM 

she  conceited  it  possihle  b 

Cham,  in  ]«llbg  snch  raTirp, 
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give  a  hint  on  the  subject,  in  a  quarter  where 
I  trust  it  may  not  be  valueless.  And  now,  my 
dear  Lady  Meldon,  I  believe  I  must  run  away. 
Any  message  from  Lord  Meldon  to  Sir  Hubert? 
I  will  deliver  it  fttithfully  when  tie  returns  from 
Cheltenham ;  he  rode  over  there  after  breakfast, 
with  Mr.  Langley.  I  wanted  Horatia  to  come 
with  us,  but  I  could  not  get  her  to  stir.  To  own 
the  truth,"  sud  Mrs.  Percival  in  a  low  tone  to 
Eleanor,  "  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  she 
received  a  letter  from  Lord  Haslingham  this  morn- 
ing— I  fancy  announcing  his  immediate  return, 
dated  Grenoble,  I  think  Sir  Herbert  said.  And 
now  adieu." 

Mrs.  Perdval  went  through  her  salutRtions,  and, 
followed  by  Mr.  Chadwick,  took  lier  leave. 


CHAPTER 

"  Qual  g;ucna  di  pencieii 
Agiu  I'llnia  loia  . .  .,  v,  | 
La  miB  gloria — il  (nb  ima 
Tutio  accordar  Torrci:  tro 
Qualchc  ncDgliD  a  (emcr. 
Poi  d'pssomii  pcndio 
Mi  retarno  a  pentir.     Mi  i 
Nd  JuDgo  dubiur ;  tal  obe 
1!  ben  pul  nan  didjngua. 
Stretlo  dol  lempo,  t  mi  Kw 

"  What'i  the  noiac  r 

i 

"Let'i  come  in." 

It  istime  to  revert  to  the  fee 
of  Coningsby.  Full  of  a  Btr 
feelings.     His  friendships 
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less  tenderly  than  tliow  love  who  |>7aHp  nt — 
who  desire — wlio  demand  a  return  f  Yet  he  had 
I  not  d»rc<)  lo  draw  near,  and  b«  nii»mled  and  coun- 
^■MW,  when  Uie  blow  nf  that  morning  camG.  He 
^Bftd  not  l>c<'ii  ntilo  to  rui-te  hi^  brow  unci  say, 
^V  Your  uncle  is  deceived  —  we  muHi  undeceivtr 
HUoa.*'  He  felt  that  he  bad— nlibough  designing;  it 
not — ofrcro<l  an  ofTvnciv  to  ber  di^iity ;  wA  that  it 
night  bavc  proved  a  wrong  to  her  feelings.  True, 
^KDgel  an  (the  wiu,  nbe  bad  given  hack  to  him, 
^Bvotlied  by  ber  ealin  smile,  tlie  peace  of  his  honour 
^B-their  communications  had  bad  llie  charm  offrank- 
^iKos  once  more.  But  to  touch  again  upon  tbat 
I  which  brought  a  blusb  lo  liiti  check — of  past  love — 
^■b  of  the  dead  who  were  dear  to  us !  'I'hoiie  li|>H  tbat 
^Hmre  noNt  eloquent  in  the  panioitate  hour  of  life 
^Biy  nothing. 

^H    With  what  a  soft  reverence  did  liis  heart  pay  her 

homage  *     How  he  bud  longed,  Hincc  that  memo- 

IL^sbli!  night,  to  talk  to  ber  of  the  living  love  she  had 

^^pi*covered  ;    and  whose  existence  she  liad  so  gene- 

^Bpualy  forgiven  !  How  often  had  he  approached  her 

^ivitl)  that  inirnlion  !     How  often  Iiad  he  forborne, 

ooHHciouR  that,  even  to  himself,  he  ought  not  to 

apeak  of  it !     That  kind,  yet   crtiel   letter !     He 

^bould  liave  ^ne  on  lo  meet  hiK  fate,  or  to  niah  by 

^■t ;  but  to  stand  still,  and  let  hU  fate  come  up  to 

^Kim  ! — continue  on  tlic  very  ground  where  he  had 

rtoirn  llio  happine»«  of  anotlier — to  announce  to  tlie 


"■™"""""i — wu  mm  tha 

liope,  whose  fulfilment  woi 

est  of  domestic  glories  roui 

whose  very  promises  brouf 

Yel  he  must  slay  to  con 

such  a    meeting  !      Stay^ 

would  distress,  surprise,  pe 

(•on;  Slay,  more  than  all,  t 

pay  the  penanct-  for  the  px 

the  inspection  of  the  Deai 

whtse  wishes  had  once  be 

image  of  Eleanor— bound  t> 

wishes  bad  dropped  away  or 

though  he  looked  .jp  to  thai 

gaze  was  that  of  one  wh. 

adored. 

A  day  or  two  I  they  wt>o 
torment:  the  explanation  mi 
—and  he  should  be  for,  fiu 
not  gone  before?  Gone  bt 
worked  its  subtle  way?     aIi 
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rretcbed  freedom,  imleed ;  lli«  privilege  lo  depart. 
WliBt  would  become  of  ber?  Again  he  ttsked, 
why  thc)'  hud  mi-t  'i  lie  had  made  her  miserable, 
^^lleiinor  told  liim  he  h<id  done  ku;  nitd  he  mittt 
^^eave  lier  to  bear  that  nitAvry  »«  she  might.  Leave 
r  her,  and  Cbadwick  continue  to  fttand  by — to  count 
\  every  sigh  aa  it  premc<t  fortli — to  mark  on  (be  iu- 
nnt  if  bcr  check  iuru<.>d  pale  ?  Yet  why  should  he 
nt  depart  ?  Could  hi-  speuk  ?  Could  he  explain  '{ 
honour  flealctl  his  liivi :  itlic  would  for^t  him. 
laslinf^liam  would  come  back — he  nho  could  ^peak, 
fc^ubi'  there  wna  notJiing  to  explain— he,  ivhiMe 
ips  could  shower  on  her  the  softest  and  fondest 
rordt  in  love's  dear  language  ;  aitd  she — then  slio 
jbt  listen— /Am  she  might  reply,  ^^'oldd  she 
I  ?  Woiihl  she  reply  i  O  that  God  would 
!  her  ! — bo  young,  so  holplesi,  so  involved,  so 
St! 

Coningsby  rode  on,  careless  of  his  route :  Itordly 

gnwious,  in  fact,  of  the  road  that  be  was  taking. 

Moody  and  mournful  as  wu^  liis  brow,  it  was  scarcely 

poasible  for  it  to  take  a  darker  shiulv, — when  Inok- 

^ing  up  suddenly  through  tlie  almost  blinding  dii»i,  he 

^Beheld  in  tlie  carriage  that  was  pawing  him  the  face 

'     of  Mr.  Chodwick.    He  bowed  mechanically  to  Mrs. 

IVrrivnl,  und  pawed  on. 

But  if  tlie  brow  had  not  become  more  stern,  the 

>ud  Imd  descended  with  intenser  darkness  on  the 

liiid.     lliat  countenance  Imd  forced  bock  on  bis 


ui  au  cuiuariMwea  uia 
nostic  of  an  intolerabk 
Sdll  he  rode  on :  t 
forgotten,  uve  the  loi 
member — the  paMon  < 
end,  were  to  woaod  at 
lingbam. 

A  laugh— a  wfaiatle 
broke  on  kig  ear — he  ■ 
and  turned — close  to-h 
"  Ah  !  I  perceive  yt 
very  lucky,  I  like  com] 
Did  you  ever  see  aad 
of  himself?     If  the  fai 
<his  ambrosial  lodn,' 
turned  grey  prematun 
do,  in  one  night,  but 
tremendous  certainly. 
with  you.     We   will  t 
ington." 
"I  was  not  going  to 
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all  •orU  of  plncp*— frightening  tbo  nursery 
maids  in  Gtouce»tcr,  unA  h'acliiiifr  nrt  borscs  to 
twifft  snd  turn  bere  aud  dicre  in  narrow  latieft,  matt 
diplomultcuily." 

"  I  am  arnu<l  I  cannot  go  to  Mornington." 
"Yes,  yoH  can.     You  l»av«  notlting  to  do  with 
rour  time.     Pray  what  took  you  tliis  road  9" 

"  I  did  not  choose  my  road — it  was  a  matter  of 
perfect  in<iifrereiicc  to  me — I  suppose  I  took  the 
irsL" 
"  Extremely  well  behaved  then  of  your  hor««  to 
p  naturally  into  such  a  t;oi>(l  one.  Rut  as  for  your 
t  being  able  to  go  to  Mornington,  I  shall  not 
hear  of  that.  I  have  a  messiigc  from  Mrs.  Mans- 
j  field  to  delircr  tlivre  myself,  and  I  tell  you  I  like 
^^campany — to  say  nothing  of  your  company  in  par- 
Mcular." 

^B  Contngsby  replied  not — he  liardiy  knew  what 
^Karther  to  say — Mansfield  went  on  : 
^H  ■*  Besides,  I  wish  to  tell  I'ercival  that  I  do  not 
^^piikk  1  shall  buy  tJmt  horse  of  his  after  all.  There 
^is  an  ugly  white  Hpot  on  titc  off  fore  leg,  that  1 
don't  like — a  p«rf«ot  di«figurcnHMit  in  fact — as  Mra. 
I  MoiisJield  very  juMly  oUorved  when  site  pointed 
^Kt  out  to  roe;  and  we  both  saw  him  trip  when  the 
^"proom  "aa  showing  his  paces  before  ub.  He  i*  n 
shade  darker  tlian  I  like  too.  Luckily  Mrs.  Mans- 
fieM  reminded  me  of  that — only  n  shade  certainly — 
but,  in  short,  I  have  changed  my  mind.  I  don't 
like  the  horse  at  all." 


iw«d  with  hia,  i  le^ 
Mornin^ton. 
H«HIy,  bowerer,  hmi  th 

"^  '■■''  '^'^"en— then 
jockej-  En  embryo— a  hres 
»tuict— a  centaur  in  s  Me, 
the  right,  trbose  infiuit*  m. 
<U«07Pred  by  accide„,  the 
clown^nly  born  with  the 
Pnvy  counsoilor  of  n,i„e,  or 

adnser,_,ostftUafevourite 
i  must  absolutely  speak  to  I, 
thinkiDff  of  buying  for  AJ 
on  and  wait  my  |^^  ^ 

Sir  Hnbert  at  home.     I  », 
but' " 

"Not  find   Sir   Hubert. 
'ngsby.  coming  to  «  dead  h, 


TBI  BNr.AOEMEXT. 


03 


* 


"  So  inueli  tlic  better  for  you.  Yoti  can  go  and 
Iske  li>s«uiu  in  cvcrj'  tiling,  from  Mrs.  Pcrcivnl," 

*'  Mr».  Hcrcival  liiw  <lrivcn  ovor  to  Temple 
Bourne." 

•'  Belter  slill — go  and  solicit  tlic  confidcucn  of 
the  fair  llorslia.  Ladies  like  to  talk  «f  tlii-ir  love*, 
and  their  lovers.  Wben  1  wa«  mitkiii^  love  to 
Mrs.  MvnsfielH,  it  was  a  very  piea.s»nt  time  1  niuH 
coiifess,  and  when  any  thing  unavoidable  prevented 
my  cutrlomury  visit.  I  used  to  eend  my  brother  to  ber^ 
ou  purpose  tlmt  I  might  hear  wlial  she  »aid  about 
me  afterwrards.  Only  nuLniigc  the  thing  with  a 
proper  degree  of  decorum — a  ithow  of  modest  cu- 
riovily — ni>d  1  nill  engnge  «hc  will  bo  communica- 
tive enough.  You  know  perfi*ctly  well  yon  can 
get  a  woman  to  tell  you  any  thing  you  please." 

"  I  htn  not  in  the  mood  for  making  tiie  experi- 
ment," said  ConingHby,  and  lie  turned  his  liorse 
back  lowardn  tlie  gate. 

"Ilie  mood  will  come,  you  may  depend  on  it. 
1  certainly  sbatt  not  consent  to  part  witb  you  in 
this  manner;  and  go  to  Mornington  1  must  and 
will.  Perdral  will  want  company  now  his  wife  is 
oat — sudden  changes  arv  dangerous.  Ask  for  him, 
if  you  choose — failing  him,  usk  fur  Lady  Morning- 
ton — failing  her,  ask  for  tlic  fair  lady  who  is  to 
give  you  tliOM  tender  explanations — tailing  her, 
ask  for  the  horses — worth  seeing,  Sir  Hui>ert's 
stables,  I  assure  you.     1  told  him,  en  pamtnt,  I 


neia  gauoped  away. 

Inamonten^  howei 
and  drew  up  at  the  gab 

"  Why,  there  you  are 

melancholy  and  stational 
into  the  bargain;  both 
po»e,  of  being  near  the 
did  not  come  back  to 
*alte  Jupiter  with  you. 
disturbance  at  the  farm, 
sent  the  ducks  and  hen 

donkey  into  hysterics ( 

But  Jupiter  did  not  «h 

"Exceedingly  pron^t 

Jupiter.     He  am,  be  oba 

sent  the  groom  back  with 

field  from  Gloucester.     I 

sending  Jupiter  too.     Op 

Mansfield  to  the  woaaa  a 

"«""«  Wm-I  new  snff 

of  his  own,"  and  he  rode 
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gate,  »t  a  iug;ual,  being  closed  uii  tlie  instant  bcbinil 
him.  "  Some  advantage  in  baring  a  dog  of 
Jupiter'*  dimeittion*,  I  sball  t«ll  Lady  Meldon 
wlicn  I  see  ber  next.  1  <Iefy  bim  to  get  back.  And 
now  for  the  parley;  a  little  talking  through  tfa« 
gnie,  convent  Myle." 

The  discomfited  Jnpiler  was  indeed  at  tbe  mo- 
lent  us  stricken  in  heart  as  any  luin  of  ibem  all. 

*'  Attend,  Jupiter,  if  you  please,"  said  MansSeld, 
holding  uj>  III*  whip :  "  yon  will  accompany  Captain 
Cuniii^Nby,  and  condescend  to  wait  till  I  nuikv  my 
appearance.  Go  on,  sir,"  and,  witli  a  nod  and  a 
langh  to  Coningsby,  a  second  time  Mansfield  gal- 
lopped  away. 

Coningsby  looked  after  him  for  a  moment  or 
two,  and  llicn  tuniwl  lu  pur«iic  tlie  path  that  had 
been  forced  on  him.  He  roiued  himself  to  se- 
cure ibe  attciidiiiHX>  of  the  still  hesitating  Jupiter; 
and  Jupiter,  to  whom  hU  voice  was  in  some  degree 
fitiniliar,  did  aC  length  condescend  to  do  wliat  h\^ 
maater  liad  requested  of  him,  seeing  that  he  could  not 
do  that  which  be  would  liavc  liked  infinitely  better. 

Alas  for  ibe  compelled  compliances  of  dogs  and 
men  I     AUis  for  tlie  results ! 

Arrived  at  tlie  ball,  Coniiig»by  inquired  for 
Lady  Moniinfjiim.  Hea-^ccrtainofl  that  she  was  at 
borne;  und  conceiving  thm  tlie  further  attendance 
if  Jupiter  would  scarcely  be  desinible,  he  made 
bim  over  to  the  groum  who  bad  been  called  to  take 
charge  of  his  korie,  and  entered  tlic  house. 


in  his  own  mind — hi 
given,  for  he  waa  in  all 
that  he  would  escapt 
possible. 

Coningsby,  in  the  n 
WEts  conducted  through 
a  small  drawing- roam  si 
— it  was  cloaeil  bebint 
moment  that  ho  fi'lt^am 
saiion,  every  stifled  tli 
sweetness  over  heart  ant 
in  the  presence  of  Hora 

He  Lad  broken  indt 
d£d  he  behold  that  solitt 

She  was  seated  at  a  s 
ble ;  and  the  fair  finger 
altitude  of  despondenc; 
pare,  almost  competed 
to  that  hand  Iny  a  let 
were  tears. 
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wu  Dot  my  inUntion — it  ought  not  to  hare  be«n 
my  iiileution.     I  asked  for  X^dy  Moniingtoii." 

'*  She  n'as  here — I>ut— slie  haN  t>e«)i  dUlurbed 
by  Momelbing.     Pray  sit  down". 

And  C((ningsi>y  i«I  down. 

Neither  sf>oke.  Nervous  to  that  extreme  when 
nenrOQsneas  produoea  at  once  pain  sitd  powerletw- 
oea,  ferer  and  exhaustion,  Iloratia  sought  to  fold, 
and  remove  from  the  table,  the  letter  tiuil  lay  before 
her.  The  hand  was  too  much  nutated  to  guide; 
Utc  letter  fell  on  the  floor. 

He  sprang  forward — lie  knelt — he  rused  it. 
That  hawl-writing  !  The  hand  that  restored  be* 
came  tremulous  a»  the  hand  that  bad  betrayed. 

"  From  Aim  !"  he  murmured,  aware  not  that  the 
diODght  of  the  Mul  had  breathed  from  the  lip:  am) 
a  gaze,  alike  unconiicious,  tliat  accompanied  the 
thought  »o  revealed,  diKL-tnsed  how  stunning  to  him 
was  tl)e  discovery  he  Itad  made. 

Why  did  he  thus  gnze?  Why  did  tiie  gaze 
reat  ao  long?  IVIiy,  through  eyes  blinded  with 
tears,  could  she  yet  see  that  he  did  ho  ?  Slie  saw,  and 
oould  took  at  notliing  after  it ;  but,  oroosing  her 
lianda  before  her  eyes,  she  bent  her  head  over  the 
marble  table,  and  beheld  it  even  in  darkness.  Oh  t 
lluit  the  coldness  which  touched  her  brow  could  but 
lure  penetrated  Iter  heart ! 

"  I  disturb  you,"  said  Coningsby  again,  in  a  tone 
so  troubled  itself,  that  it  disturbed  her  yet  more. 

«OU  III.  F 
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He  draw  near — and  more  nmr — he  lni<l  \m  tit 
on  ike  letter  of  Lord  Ilaslingliani.  "  He  bat  wr 
Wn  ?     Dun  li«  speak  of  hia  relnrn '/" 

I'bvrc  nut  no  rv)>ly. 

"  Answer  me." 

"  I  cannot  ancwer :"  the  voice  cane  &kiiy 
throuf^h  tbo  closed  fingers  on  which  ker  )umi  (dU 
leaned. 

"Will  you  not  speak  to  me?  He — docs  Iw 
return  ?" 

"  He  does  reluro." 

"  Return  !  and  yo«i !"  . .  .  He  laid  liU  iiand  on 
one  of  Iter's — he  drew  it  from  its  junction  witbtU 
otlicr — brmking-  tlie  tremalous  clasp  of  her  dnpoir 
on  that  otlier — i)i«  still  conoetile*!  her  brow.  *'  He 
returns  to  claim  lliis  band.  U  be  to  find  it  ataiafd 
with  tears?  Tears! — Tbeyare  very  dear  to  ai, 
but  lie  oust  not  see  ibem." 

He  raised  tbo  band  as  be  spoke — the  taste  of  lur 
tears  was  on  his  lip—"  Waters  of  Maiah"  tbty 
were  indeed  to  him.  He  wss  in  the  "wilderness" 
bis  {tilth  w(w  full  of  carCb  Attd  where  wb  tte 
«u««"  to  "cast  into"  tboM  nwre  "bitter  watei^  s( 
the  soul,  so  tliat  tltey  might  be  made  '*awHt'*  iwl 
•'  refresh"  him  ? 

The  band  was  in  bis  stiU — he  leaned  over  her  m 
slic  sot. 

"  Wby  do  I  find  you  weepinjt? — He  eomes  back 
— we  were  as  brotliers — I  wish — 1  du  not  wisb — 
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he  on^t  to  b«  happy — be  will  be  happy — make 
— no,  I  cannot  say  it." — Sti<idmly  he  dropped  tlio 
band,  be  threw  huiMolf  on  a  cbfdrbMidehcr — there 
vaa  silence. 

"  Leave  me — I  Wwech  you  leave  me !"  the 
voice  hardly  broke  the  ailence. 

•'  I  cannot  leave  you." 

'*0  why  did  be  lore  me,"  said  Horatia  dreamily ; 
*■  1  could  not  love  bim  t»  he  wUbed,  and  then  he 
blamed  me.  Wiu  it  my  biiilt  tlint  I  could  not  lore 
him?" 

"  Why  do  I  love  you  ?"  exelahned  Coningvby, 
narting  np,  and  fixing  on  her  cye«,  in  vho«e  ex- 
pr«esioii  there  was  so  mudi  of  remorse  tliat  site 
fergoCt  as  she  encountered  tbi-m,  (hat  ihey  wvre 
aim  fill)  of  love.  "  1,  Uie  hut  man  on  earth  who 
riurald  have  loved  yoii — (lie  ls»t  man  on  eanh  who 
can  ceaste  Co  love  now .'" 

At  those  words,  a  faininem  from  excess  of  life, 
SB  it  were,  came  to  remind  her  of  di^«th — a  djiik- 
IMM  passed  before  her — darlcness  deep  indeed,  for 
evttt  him,  for  a  mora<Mit  or  two,  she  cea«ed  to  eee 
— her  bead  averted,  iiank  on  tbe  back  of  her  chair 
— ker  very  sighs  were  stilL  Tlie  paleness — the 
closed  eyes — die  parted  and  motionless  lip,  struck 
bim  with  strange  terror.  lie  approached  hi^r — he 
gently  raised  her  lieiKt—he  parted  the  damp  half 
npon  her  brow — he  stooped,  and  fondly  yet  reve- 
rently  be    kissed   ti.      She   bote   that   ki«— and 
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**gkTc  DO  mga:"  Uie  o«w  c\-idciice  of  iier  powericM- 
acH  iucwMid  kkklvn— be  mixed  ber  in  his  anos, 
and  bora  ber  to  an  onoraiui,  ocar  tbe  opco  wtndo* : 
genlljr  be  mtbuned  tier  wiib  ha  arm— be  mm- 
marti  be  knew  not  wbnt.  Tbe  pressure  of  tbat 
tbe  KKind  from  tboM  lips,  aroused  her. 

**  It  SMiM  to  ne,  I  bare  been  nobap^ 
happy,"  ibe  nld,  ai  <^>entng  tIio«c  sdll  gUstcntai 
eyo,  kbe  raiwd  tbcm  with  an  expr«tsioii  oot  ytt 
ooUeded,  to  tboee  of  Coniugiby.  A  sort  of  dcl» 
mm  wu  with  ber  still — be  was  at  once  Lord  Hi*- 
Enj^niD,  and  not  Lord  iliuliRgbam.  That  hti 
Lord  nafiJiDgbau)  looked  on  ber :  but  alas !  mH 
tbus  bad  sbe  felt  wbea  witb  bin !  She  clai^ted  Wt 
baada  m  ibe  tmtb  came  back  upon  ber  raimi,  anJ 
drepfnng  ber  bead  oa  the  shoulder  of  tbe  man  sht 
loved  iodeed,  the  sobbed,  till  tbe  pulses  of  ber  «»• 
row  wore  tbeaHelToa  into  agoiining  resL 

"I>ear«at!fbrgiTaia«!" 

"  For^e  yo«  I " 

"Ye»— I  ba?e  apokeo  -we  are  nuMrablr— jrca 
baloiig  to  anotber :"  and  with  one  deep,  avlf-accua- 
log,  ami  protracted  sigb,  lie  behl  her  from  tio^ 
and  looked  into  those  sweet  eycti  and  saw  tksi 
tlw  boait  waa  bis,  and  his  alone. 

•'  Why  do  1  look  at  you  ?  I  ouf;bt  not  lo  iMfc 
■t  you.— 'But  let  me  look  n<xw ;  we  are  about  to  be 
aepaiMed  for  ever.  1  would  carry  «wry  featare 
wtUi  ne.      1    renoonce — may   I    not  retncnber? 
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His  linpptncBs  will  not  be  sucli  ns  mine  lias  been 
— tiftd  forgive  me,  tlutt  I  stopped  in  to  mar  it! 
1  wa>  guiltle«)i  of  all  intention  of  doing  »o.  Thus 
to  love^tliD!!  to  be  loved — ami  tlius  to  nuke  CAch 
other  wretched !  Yet  we  roust  be  vvTetclied,  my 
Homtitt." 
**  I  know  it,"  said  Iloratia,  mftly,  as  unconscl- 
and  ulmtMt  iinjHTceptibly  she  returned  the 
ore  of  )m  hnml ;  "  but  I  am  u»ed  to  misery 
»w ;  I  have  been  long  uuliappy." 
"  Unhappy  when  first  you  loved  him,  my  Ho- 

itia'r 

"  And  do  you  think  I  loved  him?     Oh*  would 
I  Hearea  1  Wl.  1  could  not  tlien^— "  aiid  n  bli»h 
"spoke  thai  which  she  forbore  to  utlcr. 

"  But  you  believed  you  loved  him.  Yon  were  too 
tender,  loo  delicate,  too  pure,  to  give  yourself  to 
biin,  bei^iuwiimbition  counselled  you  todi>iK>.  He, 
ton, belie viit  tJuit  yon  loved  him — ami — therelie*  the 
crowning  pa"g — devotedly ;  for  Mich  devotediiew  is 
a  portion  of  his  noble  nature.  Does  he,  an  he  <lid 
then,  lore  you  ^  Horatia,  we  hare  wronged  him. 
Shall  we  fiirthcr  wrong  liim  ?  We  must  not.  And 
1— I  dare  not" 

"  I  have  told  him — told  bim — and  you  were  nt 

Ic  Bonrnc  when  I  wrote  that  letter — that  I  wan 

and  would  be  his.  /also  dare  not  wrong  bim." 

"  You  are  his,"  saiil  Coningsby,  with  velienierit 

ouinfulness.  "  That  letter — I  know  the  very  day 
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■ 

to  fo^eL  On«lly  hw 
him.  Bitter  and  dear 
^oom  settled  en  bis  b 
passibii  closed  him  in. 

Its  oppreseiveuees  was 
tears  fell  heavily  at  lai 
dr«w  near — again  stmth 
length,  rousing  himself 
thraldom,  be  said, —     < 

"  There  is  something 
It  IS  the  only  opportuil 
have,  to  talk  of  this.  I 
two,  though  so  to  quest] 

In  that  letter "  and 

pointed  to  it,  "  does  1 
wrote  from  Temple  Bon 

How  is  all  this  ?     I 

desperately  calm.     Ans 

"  Speak  softly,  and  I 
ratia,  and  her  manner  I 
'   That  look  reminds  mi 


THB  ENflAGEMEtlT. 


loa 


**  Speak.     This  miiat  not  test — it  ougbt  not     Ha<! 
be  got  yoar  k'ttor?" 

"  He  had  not." 

"  Go  oil — explain— tell  me  kII.  We  ohnlt  he  In- 
terrupted. For  Heaven's  sake — for  mine,  l>e  calm. 
Do  not  unman  mc." 

"  1  nm  trying  to  answer  you.  He  desired  me  to 
eticloAe  ray  letter  to  tJie  Banker  at  Lyons,  because, 
lie  tiaid,  if  his  mother  were  better,  he  should  return 
on  the  tttstont  from  Florence,  and  mij^ht  tlius 
nisa " 

"  ADd  she  it  better  ("' 

"  Yes ;  he  met  her  on  tlie  road.  She  did  not 
expect  to  see  him  at  Florence.  Lady  Julia  had 
written  with  the  hope.  Indeed,  tlial  he  might  come; 
but  site  could  not  feel  curtain  tbul  he  would,  know* 
iagtoo " 

The  haunting  recollection  coming  agdn  in  its 
sliadowy  round,  into  ihoee  recetscs  of  the  hrain 
H'Lence  for  a  moment  it  had  depurtcd,  she  paused 
in  the  sudden  and  uttor  bi-wildcrmcnt  created  by 
a  nt'wIy-rememWred  grit-f. 

"  Knowing  too— that  he  was  Iiappy—  or  hoping 
to  ho  happy  with  you,"  Baid  Coningsby,  with  a  sigh, 
whose  breath  seemed  to  weigh  down  the  soul  within 
him. 

•'  He  WM  Iiappy,  mkI  I  betnyed  biin,"  said  Uo- 
ralia,  feelingly ;  and  fthe  lookcil  up  with  timid,  and 
appealing,  and  half  reproschful  eyes  at  Cooing»by. 
r4 


When  will  he  be  here  ? 

Horatia  grew  pale,  i 
but  she  said  nothing. 

"  Speak.  In  three  ' 
(tays?    To-morrow?" 

"  O  Heaven  !  To-i 
what  you  say.  To-ni< 
not  80  soon  as  that.  B 
—  that — he  envies  it  its 
it — that  he  writes  toani 

"  Prepare !"  exclaim 
evil  omen  indeed  !      A 

Prepared   to and  n 

part  when .     Part  I 

thus — to  look  thus — to 
we  ought  not.  So  Boor 
moan cannot  travel  i 

"  No,  he  says  that 
friend — a  relation — who 
tlie  road :  to  his  escort 
Countess  and  Lady  Julii 
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-be  will  Itntc  me  c-vcn  unto  <lc«tb  !  Did  be 
rer  tell  you  that  be  bnted  me?"  continued  Con- 
ing«by,  clasping  tlie  bands  of  Horalia  uitb  sudden 
violence  In  his,  and  fixing  on  her  ii  look  ofbitrrow 
^ngaadncM. 

"  Hate  you  !"  said  Iloratia,  stiirting  botli  at  the 
ipreajoii  iUelf,  and  ut  the  altered  air  of  Con- 
nptby. 

A  recollection  acutely  painful  came  acroM  her 
Dind.     What   liad   Lord   Miulingham   said  in  big 
''iRitt  Hid  *tunnin|r   li'tt<T  ?     "  Tho«c  whom  I  Iwte 

—you    mu«t "   tbat  broken  tenlcncv  waa  ex- 

plaiiicil  to  Ii«r  apprehension  now, 

"  Yes,"  slie  Raid,  mournfully,  looking  up  to  him, 

ptive  as  abe  was — agitated  by,  yet  loving   the 

rnptivity — "be   hu   toM  mc  so,  though  1  did  not 

iiiderstiind  it  tbeii.     And  bv  nid  tlint  I,  too,— I  to 

hoBi  the  very  idea  of  hate  w-as  something  incxpli- 

'tablp  and  strange — could  I  begin  by  bating  i/vh  ?' 

How  did  he  imstrer  such  a  question  as  tbiit?  She 

lad  wordit  to  «peak  of  tlic  hate  she  knew  not;  he 

lad  none  to  describe  the  love  be  knew  so  well ;  but 

e  understood  both  it  and  him. 

How  deep  and  bow  dear  was  the  silonee  in  wbicli 

y  sate !     Keiilier  discovered  tliat  it  wa«  silence, 

happinciB  was  speaking  in  ibeir  hcnrtt,  and  to 

eir  hevTts — echoes  of  a  dreniny  music  were  around 

lem — the  very  stillne«s  was  harmony,  moiiubtiiig 

elf  into  rest  , 

rS 


en 
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and  thii  oHMt  ODtutppy 
Bate  htm  alw  for  tk«  pfi 
— he  will  obtain  it.  Il 
it  might  bav«  bwa  o 
Kl«nwd  at  ow,  w^  U 
■oeae  ha  had  &)rgo*fm~ 
the  lore  ti»  bore  L«r 
have  been  better — fx  n 
— bad  it  been  otltwwia^ 
At  the  word  *<  aqp) 
looked  up ;  but  the  ba4 
nor  to  inquire  . . .  "  Xxi 
love  him  w  you  Qvigbt 
^aa-'^^HorBtia,  ygu  k 
must  fotjj^t  all  tbiq.  ] 
have  made  you  rememU 
"Ah  I  what  il  that?" 
and  rushing  sound  was  fa 
in  every  nerve  as  she  b 
trembled  violently. 
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The  door  was  bont  open  with  violence : — the 
intruder  was  Jupiter. 

He  had  succeeded  —  fortune,  probably,  having 
come  iu  aid  of  his  sagadty — in  tracking  his  tem- 
porary mastei  to  his  retreat,  and  darted  in  triumph- 
antly. 

Her  love,  and  her  terror  together,  had  subdued 
Horada.  She  was  still  clinging  to  Coningsby,  and 
his  lip  was  still  on  her  cheek,  and  he  was  speaking 
at  intervals  a  word  to  soothe  and  to  cheer,  when 
there  advanced  through  the  French  window,  that 
opened  to  the  shrubbery,  Mrs.  Perchral  and  Mr. 
Chadwick. 

He  address  of  the  Hebrew  king  to  the  prophet 
dropped  in  letten  of  fire  i^wn  the  brain  of  Conings- 
by :  "  Hast  thon  found  me,  O  mine  enemy  ?" 

The  enemy  had  indeed  "found  him." 


V6 


CHAPTER  XXXV. 

"  Oh  ihul  the  door;  ■nd  when  iliau  hnt  donr  to. 
Come  weep  with  me.     Put  hope,  pait  eaic.  put  hdpl 
I  already  know  ihy  grief: 

*  ■  ■  ■  ■  •  ■ 
Andt  tf  thou  dor'dt,  I'll  give  thae  n?ajod^" 

ROUEO    4ND    JUtlET. 

"  The  grandchild  to  her  blood. 

•  •■•••• 

O  mother,  mother  I" 

CDRtaLJNUI. 

■'  How  ill  this  taper  burn*  t     Ha  !  who  comei  here  !" 

Julius  Cxbar. 

It  was  evening ;  but  the  miseries  of  the  day  were 
not  over  for  Horatia.  Yet  it  was  late — the  dinner 
hour  had  long;  past— that  hour  full  to  her  of  > 
restrained  and  pitiable  torture ;  for  opposite  to  her 
had  sat  Mrs.  Percival,  and  beside  her  Mr.  Cbad- 
wick.  The  fond  and  inquiring  eye  of  her  fether; 
the  stern  eye,  that  inquired  nothing,  of  her  grand- 
mamma ;  both  had  been  on  her's,  and  her's  had 
been  on  no  one:  her's — sunken — heavy — swelling) 
yet  with  the  secret  presence  of  looks  that  had  been 
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far  to  ber— «o  that  it  had  lost  all  dear  vision  of  ita 
Bwn — hci'it  spoke  of  nothinp^ ;  for  it  wjw  unswerinf; 
eery  momentary  siiniinonfi  of  tlie  heart. 
It  was  late — so  Inic  lliat  Sir  Hubert,  with  Mr. 
ilwick,  anil  Aiiotliur  guest  or  two  who  had  par- 
ken  of  bia  bnapitality,  had  arixeti  from  tabl«  for  a 
stroll  round  the  pounds;  and  Mrs.  Perciral,  under 
lie  dim  and  di»cTpet  tycs  of  twilight,  mis  dcscanl- 
Dg  once  again  on  the  "untoward  «wnt"  of  the 
morning,  to  Mr.   Perdval.    Lady  Mornington,  as 
usual  at  tliat  hour,  was  in  her  own  apaTtmeiil*,  and 
in  tlie  bame  distant  drawing  room  which  liad  wit- 
nessed ber  unfortunate  interview  with  Coningsby, 
loratia  found  herself  alone.     How  misviably  dear 
ber  was  that  dark  hour  of  solitude  !     The  cool 

I'      evening  air  came  noothingly  every  now  and  then 
Biroiigh  the  Venetian,  at  tlie  well  remembered  win- 
piw,  still  open ;  and  she  cared  not,  as  the  darknem 
kcpcned,  to  let  in  light  upon  her  lorrow.     Still 
■le  continued  stretched  upon  tlie  coucb  where  she 
haci  Sung  herself;  her  memory  trembling,  and  her 
cheek  flushing,  an  ijic  thought  over  the  |iwit. 
^^    Thus  then  as  she  lay,  tlie  sudden  clatter  of  the 
^Kcnetiait  bunt  upon  her  ear:  she  started  partially 
'     up  ac  the  Mtuiid :  it  was  so  dark,  that  at  the  first 
moment  she  could  discern  nothing,  mive  that  the 
figure  of  a   man   had  broken  on  her  solitude— a 
•light  cry  escajied  her. 
"  Hush!"  said  I)e  Grey. 
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As  bt  spolcA,  ber  htul  sunk  buck  mi  th*  ciittiian 
^^nrprite  at  tliat  unexpected  apparition,  remem- 
brance of  all  tliat  in  some  way  or  otber  lie  wodU 
bear,  deprirad  ber  oftbe  power  of  a  iterance;  aiid 
bo  viw  indead  obeyed. 

He  approacbed  her  as  slic  lay — be  stood  at  licr 
Bide— b«  kmod  ber  bnlf  liiimod  dierk — b«  took 
ber  band— «be  attempted  to  move — he  would  not 
permit  ber  to  do  so. 

*'  Uio  stiil,"  aaid  Dc  Greyt  beoditif;  over  ber; 
"  flotni!tbiiig  baa  gouQ  wrung.  I  can  icoroely  Me 
your  cheek,  but  1  feci  tluit  it  is  bot  and  BtatiMd 
with  tears.  Lie  still.  Vou  »rv  not  fit  to  inovt.  1 
will  Hit  at  your  feet — tit  and  lulk  to  you." 

"  LoatM,  do  not  talk  to  me,"  ami  abe  preesed  im- 
ploringly tbe  band  tbal  imprisonml  bcr's, 

"  Horatia,  wliat  I  say,  I  do.  At  Temple  Eloara* 
— in  the  ball  room  at  CbeUcnbam — 1  told  y«B  we 
must  Mpcak  Uifretbor — the  lime  ts  come." 

'*  You  liave  agitated  me— I  did  not  expvd  yea 
hack — another  time  Louia,  anotbor  time." 

*'  Ko  time  but  this.  Ajtitated  you  [  VHd  I  make 
that  dieek  feverish  i  Did  1  cover  it  wiib  Mars? 
Did  I  send  yuu  into  tilts  solitude?  1  did  noneof  ibis. 
1  bave  not  come  to  agitate— I  Iiave  ootne  tu  cmlowI 
andoousnle.  1  got  away  for  your  sake  from  Bristol 
—I  was  mo«it  anxious  to  be  back*  knowing  tbal  Mr. 

Cbadwick Ha  !  you  start  I     With  all  my 

l>a«le,  am  I  too  late?     HoA  tliere  been  evil  danr^" 
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Hitter  and  irreniecliable  erili"  »obbe<l  Iloratiiu" 
Csltn  younelf,  ray  dear  on«,"  said  De  Grey, 
Iriulcrly,  mid  agiiin  he  kUtvd  lier.  "  Tlio  evil 
caiinnt  be  irremediable:  I  came  indeed  to  prevent; 
but  I  May  to  remedy.  Aware  of  Mr.  CliadwiekN 
intimacy  with  Lard  Haalingliam ;  eufticiently  pos- 
Mifcd  too  vritli  the  oonvictiou  uf  tbe  |>orvortcd 
nature  of  the  cnaii ;  coascious  that  circuinflt^iioes  of 
which,  in  all  probabilit)-,  aa  cuonuctcd  simply  with 
tSuin  not  interesting  to  women,  you  never  beard — 
conscious,  I  repeat,  tliat  such  drciimstunci>4,  (they 
occurred  at  VicnnB,)  had  given  birth  to  an  enmity 
between  him  and  Coniag<iby,  I  was  desiroun  to  b«  at 
band,  to  ward  off  dimmer.  Tbings  could  not  remain 
long  in  tbe  poailioii  tliey  had  assumei) ;  this  I  knew ; 
iMit  1  chose  not  tliat  his  finger  should  point  at,  and 
dii^Iace  tliem.  Your  delicacy  was  not  to  be  wounded 
tbrou);!i  him ;  thu  work  wait  for  mr.  However,  to 
the  point.  Ha»  Mr.  Cliadwiek — for  from  your 
word))  I  should  guess  something  of  the  kind— made 
his  appearance  at  Nfomirvgtoii." 
I  '*  He  has"  '"'■d  Horatia  in  a  low  reluctant  tone, 

i     for  she  felt  what  it  would  he  her  lot  at  la«t  to  tell  al). 
H  *•  Hero  I     How  I" 
^H  '<  He  dined  with  pn]>a." 

^V  (t  Quick  work,"  said  De  Grey,  bis  old  bustincM 
1^     of   manoer  oomiog  back  to  tbe  as»i«t&noe  of  hi* 
I      anger.     "  Did  any  one  dine  here  beeidca  ?" 
I  Homiia  understood  the  import  of  the  question ; 

it  wut  a  inoinetitary  relief  to  ber  to  reply : 
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"  Only  Mr.  BurHam  and  Mr.  Lsuigley." 

"  When  did  niy  brotlier  ask  him  ?     Nol  the  nig 
of  Uieball?" 

*'  No,  tim  mominff." 

"  What  I     In  Choltcnlwim  ?' 

"  Ilff  csme  liere,"  said  Honitta,  in  a  voice  kwff 
than  brr  furmcr  nne,  "  to  call  ....  and  wlirn  papa 
came  liomc  ...." 

"  I   do   not  understand  you,   Horada ;  was  myj 
brother  out  nheii  lie  called  ?" 

"  He  wan." 

*'  And  pray  wkon  dJd  Mr.  Cbadwick  aUt  lor 
then  r 

"For  Mrs.  Perciral." 

"1  wigb  ber  joy.  Pily  1  vim  not  there  »* 
And  wlmt  may  slie  have  ilone  with  him  ?  Fur  hii 
vidt  appears  to  have  had  one  property  of  the  wr- 
pent  in  it  at  least,  having  wound  itself  ont  into  ■ 
lonf^  one.  Hooded  snako  indeed  !  Perbapi  she 
may  have  b(-cu  clever  enonglt  to  take  ntit  bio  fanjci^j 
Well !  what  did  she  do  with  him  a^er  lite  operatioa 
bad  been  performed'!"* 

"  She  drove  him  over  w  Temple  liounie." 

"  Infinitely  obliging  !  What  a  b&ppy  idea  for 
Mr«.  Percival  to  stumble  on  !  But  1  forgot — the 
never  Htumblc« !  Nothing  like  takinj;  )H'4>plr  where 
their  preacnce  i«  »Goeplabl«.  So  lliat  was  tlio  lui 
you  saw  of  him  till  dinner-time  : 

"No,"  faltered  Horaiia,  "he 
trembled :  slie  knew 
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ing :  the  consciouaness  of  ber  matiner  was  not  lost 
1     on  De  Grey. 

^B    CareleMly,   yet  Ktolhingly,    be    addressed   her 

^ngwn.     For  a   moinent  or  two  ho  ercn  lod  her 

p^wsy  from  the  liatvful  idea  of  Mr.  Cluulwick,  by 

referring  to  bU  own  movcnienU  us  connected  with 

his  departure  from  Bristol.     He  told  her,  lli«t  find- 

lag  hiinaelf  unavoidably   detained   there   till    the 

Ibtest  condi  had  siartrd,  he  hud  Uikpn  post  hones 
iui  purpose  tliat  he  might  be  at  MomingtOR  that 
Bight:  tliat  finding  on  his  arrival  botit  diitiiig-rootn 
Rnd  drawiug-room  deserted,  he  had  proceeded  in 
|ue5t  of  her.  "  And  so,"  added  he  eareningly, 
^  my  cruise  ended,  as  Lovel  would  say,  in  discover- 
ing you  lying  slieltcred  in  this  little  fuvourite  nook 
of  your's— •  place  »o  sacred  from  intrusion,  tliat 
^not  even  Mr.  Clmdwick,  a  personage  npiKarciitly 
^bivenlurous  in  hts  way,  will  <bre  to  set  foot  in 
^^It.      Here   we  are   »afe   from   him — are   we  not, 

IHoratia?" 
'    A  long  low  sob  was  the  reply. 
[   **Honit»,''BBidDeGrcy,ajidsacrpdaahehadpro- 
Boonced  the  spot  to  be  from  alt  intiusion,  his  voice 
nn consciously  took  a  lower  tone,  atui  he  drew  closer 
to  her  as  be  spoke.     "  Horaiia,  something  has  liap- 
pencci !  let  me  know  wliat  it  is.     Has  Mr.  Chud- 
.vrick  ....  Did  he  speak  to  you  at  any  part  of  the 
Hy  alone  ?     Did  be  speak  to  you  here  ?" 
"  He  has  not  spoken  to  mc  ulonc-~he  luut  not 


IM 
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M»  Mr.  Chadwidc  at  dnT 


far  an  imcmt  m» 
DeGrry.  Ha 
r  aa  tfc*  trntli— Um  tww 
'  baea  as  iU-«iBed  M  it 
F  ttiC  paanoBaic  ban! 
tf  griiC?  WlhaMfim  the  ■■rmitaw  by  wUdi 
h%ai.  Uaa  pm»4cJ?-4h«  bi^aor  af  die  wma 

Vm  W  piMcd  «i«  k*  ipolw :  b«  raUmod  tbi 
and  dw  rantni  broagbt 
I  of  seenrity — of  rvpoae — of 
beawn   braubcd  affis- 
I  bad  bwB  pent  up  till  tbe  m^ 
'  fwrn.     Her  yraaibnatBaia  had 
I  aaUy  bMfc  on  ber  hMTL   Sb* 
H«r  biber— bol  U 
bcr  wiUi  parental  oiatiao  vrv  ibe 
and  ibe  bad  uM  him  atw  loved 
Lard  IlailiBgbaM       Ko,  abe  bad   not  dartd  la 
fafiy — key  en  ....  anU  aow  .... 
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.  when  he  tuspected  nathUig  i     No,  it  was  im- 
■ible. 

'  You  Ltavc  been  unhappy,  very  unhappy  since 
liare  boen  gone  ("*  said    IV  Grey  in<|uijii)glyt 
Haw  yoa  b«cu  unliappy  ....  alone  f 
**  Dear  Louis !  I  am  unhappy  I" 
"  Homtia,  yon  have  M«n  Coningsby." 
There  was  a  pause. 

**  Seen  him  !  and  there  was  no  one  present  wlien 
M  Mw  him  !     DcBml,  do  not  bide  from  me  tlioee 
'cotidid  eye*.     I   umWntuid  it  all.     Coning«by — 
but  tltal  ought  not  to  bare  been— Coiiingvby  Uild 
>u  tliat  he  love<l  ynu.     I  repeat  tliis  niia  wrong- 
mutt  have  known  that  it  wua  m.     Did  he  forget 
It  tlirre  were  those  about  you  whose  sense  of 
nour  wiu  not  blinded  by  passion  ?    Di<l  he  forget, 
lliougb   the   lover  was  absent,  all  were   not 
at  witli  him?     Here,  in  your  father's  house, 


**  U  Louis,  if  yon  love  me,"  said  Horatia, 
liringing  from  bis  arms  and  throwing  herself  on 
er  kueet  before  biin,  "  do  not  spook  of  him  in 
hat  grave,  stern  tone;  do  not,  or  you  will  kill 
De.  It  was  my  fault — my  misforlune  and  bis  i  he 
not  nsk  for  roe — he  came  in  on  me  unexpect- 
;lly  :   J  wttS  in  leant  when  lie  rame  in." 

The  frown  cleared  from  lite  brow  of  De  Grey. 

Fear  nothing,"  he  said,  raising  her  from  her 
kneesj  **tro«t  me.     I  feel  for  Coningsby— above 
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all,  I  feel  for  you :  \a  Ibe  stroHgtU  of  that  tpt- 
[wiliy,  perhaps,  »  kb  security.  I  foresaw  tlul  it 
would  corae  to  Uiu,  I  wvnied  you — I  entreated 
yoa  not  to  beckon  on  your  fate.  It  wns  in  raio— 
yon  commanded  me  to  send  ibai  leuer." 

•*  Spar*  me  Uusse  reproaebee — I  cannot 
ibem.    I  am  vtry,  very  mberable." 

**  There  Is  Mill  hope,"  said  D«  Grey. 

**Haf»el    Did  you  My  liupe  ?    God  be  tlunlndl 

0  Lonifi,  Ih>w  my  heart  binacs  yon  for  iImk 
wordal  I  hai-e  been  so  wretched,  so  «iipreiMl]r 
wretched ;  aod  the  sight  too  of  his  gtict,  attd  ha 
remorse " 

"  Hope"— repeated  De  Grey— "If  1  know,  i( 

1  onderalsnd,  that  which  I  ought  (o  underttaaJ 
and  know.  Exert  younelf ;  tell  n>e  all.  Did  Mn 
I'erdrul  not  ask  you  to  accompany  ber  to  Teofl* 
Bo*inie?" 

"  She  did." 

•■  Aod  you  refnied  to  go '!" 

"  I  could  not  go— 1  felt  111  and  unltxpjiy. 
letter  bad  agiuile<l  me  so." 

"Wbow  letter?" 

"  I  forgot — Bt  bail  written  to  me." 

■*  HtT  said  De  Grey,  mid  the  frown  came  back 
to  bis  brow,  "^>calE — 1  ouinot  comprehend  tliii! 
You  said  be  dtd  not  expect  to  see  yoit,  and  yel' 
dmx,  in  ooesMjucnce  of  a  letter  received  from  hint, 
yN  rcfoed  lo  8«iaip«ny  Mrs.  Pcrcival." 


TUE  BXGACEHENT. 


117 


Oil !  what  are  you  thinking  of?     T\\e  letter 
watt  from  Lord  I  lasting  ham,"  aiiil  li«r  voice  dro|>pe(l 
she  pronounced  the  name. 

A  qucation  or  two  from  De  Grey,  and  tlie  hii- 
Diy  of  the  letter  and  itA  oontcnts  was  given. 

At  lli«  concluaion  of  the  intemipted  detail,  he 
lid,  "  Waa  your  grandmamma  aware  that  you  liad 
eived  this  letur  ?" 

*'  Yes,"   said   Horatia,  sorrowfully ;   **  and  she 
came  to  speak  to  me  about  it.      1  dreaded   that 

Knost  more  tiian  all,  because — because " 
"  Because  wlmt  ?*' 
'*  No — It  is  better  not  to  talk  of  that,"  said 
orulta. 

"  lloratia,  tliere  must  be  no  reserves  with  me. 

cannot  hope  to  save  you  from  the  destiny  that 

ags  over  you,  if  kept  in  tlie  dark  ax  to  any  point 

oected  with  ibis  most  unfortunate  engagement. 

any  tiling  relative  to  it  passed  formerly  be- 

reen  your  grandmamma  iind  you  ?" 

**  Yes,"   said   Horatia,   hesitatingly  ;    "  long— 

ong  ago." 

"  How  long  ago  ?    Before  Conlngsby  came  to 
Teinple  Bourne?" 

*'  O   yes — yes,   before   ibut  V    crie<i   Horatia ; 
'  L^uis,  do  yuu  think  1  would  have  spoken  after- 
i?" 
•*  And  what  did  you,  in  that  interview,  tell  my 
bother?" 
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"  Tb«t— that  1  fcvcil— thu  I  oouki  not 
thrt  1  did  not  lore  Lord  HasUn^kam." 

••  Hour  f"  exclaimed  Do  Grej-,  his  eye»  tfmk- 
Bo^  and  tho  nd  ho*  of  aogar  nonUing  on  hit 
cbcak — ^  And  she  ■ilmnd  1117  lamb  tu  ^  »ii  la 
tbe  flWfifice!  Hrareii!  And  »lie  too,  wko  haJ 
ODcc  §0  pasMonalely  lored  I     O  mother !" 

"  UihU  7  Louu,  you  forced  me  to  tell  yoo 
OiMiihnOTiiw  thooght  I  Hhooli)  bt!  happy 
toM  me  1  shonkl  Icam  to  tore." 

**  Ltarn  M  hwe  I     Who  Icarm  to  love  ? 
■0,"  be  contiBued,  dnwing  in  hu  breath,   "At 
oune  thia  morninif  to  talk  to  ytm  on  the  subject 
again?" 

"  homa,  she  was  rery  kind  wben  tibe  came  lOt 
■nd  there  was  pity  in  her  eye«,  viUcn  she  «poke«f 
things  to  which  she  saw  I  could  give  noaiMwer; 
and  tl  pained  me  Co  ^vs  ber  pain ;  and  I  mid. 
*  OraDdnNmma,  I  shall  hf  better  after  a  wbiWi 
but  bin  Irtter  lias  orercoine  mc- ;' — and  then  I 
bimil  into  leara — 1  could  not  help  it — and  I  knell 
and  kissed  her  bands — and  then " 

"Well,  wbai  then?" 

"  She  left  mc,"  said  Horataa,  in  a  low  tdim: 
"  and  shortly  after  that  Captain  Coniagsby  caatt 
in." 

**  Rom  and  tnmed  from  you  while  yoa  wen 
ItneeUi^?"  queMh>ned  De  Orey,  apparently  ketd* 
ing  not  the  bUit  words  of  Uorads. 


I 


4 


TUB  tSOAaniiRieT. 


119 


in 


"  Sb«  nw  dut  I  oiald  not  attend  to  her  as  t 
ought.  She  was  afraid  to  encuurngo  tkoep  ngoa  of 
my  (iUtre**,  She  loM  m«»o;  and  tito  trait  must 
have  ieeme<)  (o  li«r  very  foolisli ;  f«r  »^t:  did  not 
know  all." 

"  She  knew  nothing  in  regard  to  Coningsby  ? 

.  is  what  you  woo  Id  infer  ?" 
"No;  I  dared  not  tcU  Iter." 
"  And  do  you  imagine  the  gnemcd  nothing  ?" 

She  had  gu«wed  nothing  tlivn." 
**  What  do  you  mean  by  then  ?    Did  she  come  In 
rUen  Coningsby  and  you  were  together  ?" 
"  O  no,  no,  no ;  it  was  Mr.  Cbadwick  who  came 
witli    Mrs.   Prrcirul,   there,  ut  that   window," 
^^ricd  Ilomtia,  wringing  her  b»ti<t#. 
H|  *«  lia  !  35  I  suapected." 

^H  **  I  cajinot  drive  his  imnge  from  my  brain.  I  was 
^Tfraid  of  liiin  fnnn  the  fittt  I  felt  He  wiw  imt  t»  b« 
Eru»t«:(L  I  knew  he  was  the  intimatti  friend  o(  Lord 
Haslingham;  and  »oiaetbing  in  his  maanvr  per- 
plexed  and  startled  me.  'I'ben — that  nij^hc — he 
questaoavd  me,  withont  seeming  to  do  bo  ;  and  he 
watched  ne  M  I  WMwcrcd,  luid  referred  &o  strangely 
tc^-to  Captain  Coningsby — .md  yati  say  tliere  is 
enmity  between  them '(  How  lerriblu  is  all  this ! 
And  to  come  in  at  the  moment  be  did  I  O  that 
look !     I  never  shall  forget  it.      I  aouhl  not  help 

being  alarmed — und  Jupi  Cer " 

"Jupiter!"  repeated   I)c  Grey,  utterly  bcwil- 
ered.  9 
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*'  V*Du  wotiM  lint  kiww  bow  to  gnard  ibena.  1 
cannol  IruNt  you — so  eatsily  ofTvndcd  as  he  is.  I 
tried  not  to  offend  bim,  but  in  vuin.  Oh  !  Uiat  he 
haiA  loved  Eleanor  insiesd  of  me.  I  was  not  !iuite<l 
to  him.  He  ought  to  bare  known  (hat.  Ah  !"  &he 
Mid,  a  va^ue  aiid  confused  suspicion  for  the  first 
lime  cTotwiug  her  mind;  "  tboM  wonl*  *  beuer  for 
another' — couhf  they  mean  titat  she — do  you  think 

that  when  he  mUi  *o  he  meant Can  it  be  poni- 

ble  ?  Does  ili«  love  him  ''  Loutt,  do  you  think 
EJeanor  lovea  Lonl  Ha»linghsin  ?  She  knev  him, 
too,  so  u-ell  at  Vienna." 

De  Grey  answered  nothing. 
"  You  do  not  andfir«tand  ne.  It  was  wlien  we 
met  tl)is  morning.  He  «aid,  if  things  could  have 
been  ollicrwise,  It  would  hnvc  bi-en  *  better  for 
anotlier.'  The  word.*  Mruck  me  as  strange;  but 
my  Imirt  was  so  full,  I  could  not  speak.  Do  you 
think  he  alluded  to  Eleanor?" 

De  Grey  fixed  his  pen<-lralliig  eyes  on  Horalia. 
«  What  if /love  Eleanor  Belleislc?" 

"  You  t     Oh  !  I  remember  now.     How  I  hotM>d 
once  ttiat  it  might  be." 
*'  Once  !     Do  you  not  hope  it  still  ?" 
**  I  am  perplexed— 1  am  bewildered.     And  do 
you  love  her,  I.oiii«?    Then  you  will  teach  her  lo 
love  y>w.     The  tliougbt  was  a  vain  on<s  after  all." 

"  How  <lo  you  know  that  it  h  vain  ?  I  said,  n 
little  whilv  since,  ibut  iovc  was  not  to  be  taught," 
replied  De  Grey.    "  Eleanor  BcUcisle  lored  Lord 
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hBUMbgiy,  *'Bnd  yet  to  be  givinf;  pain  to  \wr  I 

avicd  tne,  vrlicn  I  huvc  been  iniaerable ! 

lie  liad  but  known  I     O  that  be  but  kn«w  \" 

'Take  courage  then,  Horatb.   Clear  the  wiiy 

i  ht  M  you  yonreelf  are  ooDcerned.     Be  camlid 

Lord  Hasliiighiim." 
"Ciindtd  Willi  liim!"  iiiiil  Horatia  involuntarily 

tipurik.     "  Yes— yc8 — if  1  can— if  I  dare." 
"  Did  I  not  decljire  I  knew  you,"  nM  De  Gri-y. 
Horiiltn,  you  will  not  speak  (o  him.  The  alterna- 
te inuM  be  rillirr  tin-  one  or  llic  other  of  two 
linga.     He  will  walk  on  deluded— and  denr  will 
tbe  delusion  co«t  you ;  or  it  will  be  lorn  from  liiin 
^Kbruptly*  eruel'y,  unflincliingly,  demonuically  by 
^Thaj  loan  ChadwirJt,     How  !  will  you  leave  your- 
self and  the  history  of  your  affections— your  be- 
trayed, your  discovered  affections  — in  t3ie  bitnd«, 
and  nt  the  tnercy  of  a  man  like   him  ?     Will  ytiu 
leave  I.ord   Haslingbam  to   bis   mercy — Hasling- 
I      bam  who  loves  yow?     Will  you  leave  Coningsby 
^■o  bis  mercy — Conin{r«by  who  loves  yoti  loo,  and 
^^wliom   you  love,   Hontia?     I,i(ig  such  as   Chiul* 
wick's  must  not  have  liceoAc  to  speak  of  one  pure 
and  giiilelew  as  yon:  when  such  lip«  accuse,  tbcy 
j^befiune.   Confide  in  me,  I  repeat;  bind  me  by  an 
^^nth  to  ]>enee  if  you  will ;  but  let  me  speak  lo  Lord 
^diwlitiji^hiiRi." 

"  Dear  Louin,  you  shall  speak  to  him;  only  let 
no  we  Iiim  first.     Is  it  much  to  a^k  llial  ?" 
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**  It  ia  U  atk  bIL    Hontia,  you  wi 
toe  biff." 

*•  Of  nliat  ehull  I  I«vc  to  repent? 
niio  to  yoa." 

•'  Once  in  bis  pretence,  yon  wUl  not  lUro  w  u 
refer  liim." 

"  1  -rill." 

"  I«  it  for  my  Nik«  you  stsk  tbia  prepantion,' 
laid  De  Grey. 

*'  For  your's — but  also  for  ho.  I  owe  him  Mine- 
tbin^,  for  he  loves  me ;  I  owe  hun  much,  for  I 
hat'e  injured  him.  Sluill  I  not  feel  for  \i\m'f  Do 
I  iini  feet  for  bin)  ?  Louis,  yuu  were  always  aerrrr 
upon  Lord  lliulingbam." 

**  Atiii  wiih  wofnnn's  fnnd  perversenna,  there* 
fore,  you  defend  him  ?  True — I  never  liked  liin. 
Can  1  begin  to  like  hiro  now,  when  1  find  tlial 
his  image  blodu  up  my  (WMage  to  tlic  heart  of 
Eleanor  Betleisle?" 

*'  And  yet,"  siid  Honittn,  firmly,  '*  you  expert 
lltat  1  ■Jtnll  authoricc  you— you  who  dislike  btm— 
toaiep  in  on  tlii*  miRomble  oeoLsion,  withmil  pre- 
6ioe,  without  warning,  to  tcU  him  that  his  pleilgfd 
bride  wtllidruWB  her  ban<l|  and  lliat  he  tnuat  hear 
as  he  may." 

De  Cirey  wan  struck  by  tlw  deelaion  of  H 
tia — struck  aim,  it  must  be  confessed,  by  ihii  truth 
of  her  rcnuirk,  and  by  a  secret  conseioumMi  ibsl 
that  pacific  modJaiorehip  to  whicli  be  had  ple(%e<l 
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himself,  was  an  offlivo  at  variance  with  hu  cbaraet«r, 

l)i«  position,  bis  prejudices,  aiid  his  psasions.     Tllia 

decision  wn»  bused,  moreover,   on   a  motive   not 

explained  to  Iitia  tlien.     Horalia  forgot  uot  for  a 

momcDt  tjie  coiifewiion  of  Lord  Hasliogham,   tliat 

I     tic  disliked  Dc   Grey.     "  Speak   to   my   brother 

H|lKn,"  be  *ai<l ;  "  I  knew  not  you  bod  no  tnitdi  uf 

^obstinacy  in  yoti." 

i"  Speak  to  papa  !  O  no !  I  would  keep  bim 
Irar  of  all  suspicion  of  interference  in  this  un- 
appy  buMinewt.  Lonl  Hasdingham  cannot  blame 
im.  1  shall  tell  bim  he  knew  nolbinfr.  The 
^quarrels  of  men  terrify  roe , . . .  Fapa  too,  who  no 
^■wes  Lord  Ilaslingham — be,  wbo  has  told  me  a 
^Bnndred  times  that  it  will  be  a  proud  and  happy 
^^ay  to  bim,  when  he  gives  him  my  band !  He, 
wbo  is  always  lelliii);  me  to  dismiss  my  tears — for 
at  Lord  Haslingham  will  return! — He,  who  has 
trusted  me! — lie,  whom  I  have  never  bad  the 
luiage  to  trust!  Tell  bim  now  . ,. .  now, ... 
llCD..  .." 

•■Tht  result  will  tell  him,"  uid  Oe  Grey.    "  Is 

St  the  distinction  too  nice  a  one  ?  " 

"  1  do  not  know,  but  I  cannot  help  it,  if  it  is  so. 

id  might  be  not  remind  me,  softly  thouj^b  finnly, 

bat  I  liad  passed  my  word  ?  and  the  n-proof,  would 

Tt  not  pierce  thruuj^b  me '.'     How  could  1  answer 

bim  ?     I  am  so  much  wOiamcd  of  the  footttJi  and 

Bi.s«rable  piint — 1  could  not  dare  to  «prak  to  p«pa; 

he — remember,  he  suspects  iiotlting — I  should 
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Imtc  mery  Ihlni^  to  icll...  .Ak  ;"  &lie»il,i 

— **  gnudnainma ....  Uxt  b  licr  sUp ....  I  cmnM 

■M  her.— L«t  rae  go  tbiMi^  tbe  conservaUiry," 

"Go. ..."add  Dv  Grey  kuirtedly — he  ttpenri 
Ute  cMMervKtory  door,  Vmei  Im,  anii  she  iic< 
puled  !  The  door  tii  ibe  Itall  wan  opvned  tlowly. 
Lady  Mornington  entered,  with  a  taper  iu  li<r 
band,  whuec  ttny  flain«  Marccly  diaperwd  the  iaxk- 
■1MB.     She  started  at  tbe  sight  of  her  son. 

'•  Returaed  from  firntol  I'  She  plaenl  tbr 
(afwr  OB  the  table,  and  continued  to  gazo  oa  him 
with  surprise.     "  Here !  and  alo«i«  !" 

"  I  have  not  been  lopg  alone,"  said  De  Orey. 

"  It  would  have  pIcBAcd  me  better,  Louis,  v> 
hare  received  urae  more  regular  inUmalioii  (f 
your  arrival.  But  you  look  pale,"  added  Lad; 
Momiiiffton,  appruAchiiig  hiiu,  "  Are  you  ill, 
LouH?" 

•*  I  am  not  ill,  madam." 

Something  in  the  ton^of  De  Grey's  voice  stnid 
tin  pleasantly  on  the  car  of  Ljuly  Mornin^lOR' 

"  Take  some  wine,  Louk,"  sbe  taitl  after  a  Jiort 
(MUM!,  during  which  she  scantwd  his  feauio. 
'•  Von  look  tired." 

»  I  am  not  tired.  I  thank  you.  I*ray  ait  <Jo*ii:" 
and  Lwly  Momingtoo  complied  witli  the  reqUMd 
K«xii^  still,  as  she  did  so,  on  Do  Grey. 

"  V'ou  said  you  had  not  l>een  long  alonc>— 
Hontia  was  snth  you,  I  prenuiw  ?" 

«« Sbt  WM  with  tac." 
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1  came  to  sec  fafir,"  continued  Lady  Morniitg- 
•n.  "  Tbii  luM  been  n  duy  of  trinl  for  her,  as  site 
has  probably  told  you.  Slio  has  bvcn  flurried  by 
receiving  some  nncxpectcd  news  from  Lofd  Hus- 
liiigliiini." 

I    "Ladi<>H    recorrr    rapidly   from    fluch   pleasant 
flurriea,"  remnrkod  l)e  Grey. 

The  tone  Kgaiii  was  iiicotnpr«hDmib!c  (o  Lady 

ornington.    Doubtful  as  to  the  italitre  and  extent 

the  confidence  tluit  might  have  passed  between 

tatia  and    l>c  Grey— and   that   tlie    interview 

been  confidential  she  ^eued— the  bonr — ifa«? 

place — tie  hurrie*!  departure  of  Horatio,  bearing; 

tnesa  to  the  probability  of  tho  &ct— she  went  on 

ily. 

Ruddcnn«s  of  Lord  Hnsling hum's  rniiirn, 
rat  very  sutUlentiCM  which  ho*  Kbirtle*)  her,  ofTer* 
precisely  tlie  eomplimenl  «i'hich  is  dear  to  the 
ride  of  women." 
"Pride!"  repeated  V>e  Grey.  "O,  ay,  pride. 
...  1  foi^ot ....  Hontia  doubtless  appreciates  thi.- 
mpliment  as  it  deserves  lo  be  appreciate*)  f" 
Not  pcrluips  allotreiher  m  it  deserves,"  said 
y  Morninglon,  witli  a  slight  toiicli  of  displcn- 
re  in  her  tone :  it  might  have  been  difficult  to 
ironoitnce,  whether  the  dtspleaxure  bore  reference 
,W  her,  whose  ussumvil  sentiments  she  divrtissrd, 
to  him,  with  whom  slie  diacuwed  them. 
YouiifT  frirls,  lilcc  Horatia,  bftveibeir  fancies  and 
eir  follic?." 

(t4 
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**  Aud  those  wliQ  liiive  dutie  wiili  functn, 
from  whom  folly  stood  aloof  even  when  Guicy 
lifld  ber  iwny,  urc  upt,  tinfortuiuttely,  to  crtticiu^ 
and  ready,  more  uiifortunat«ly.  tu  condemn,"  mi 
De  Grey.  "Am  t  to  utideniUind,  thvn,  tlmt  Ho> 
ntia  thinks  rather  more  of  the  startling  part  of  the 
affiiJr  than  of  Ibe  compliin«iitary  ?" 

"It  U  your  habit  to  utidcrstirad  things  as  you 
»ee  lit,  Louis,"  said  Lady  Montington :  "  decidf  m 
you  pleaM." 

"  I  decide  then,  madam,  that  Horatia  would  Ul 
on  her  knees  and  thank  Hvaren,  if  it  gsre  tin 
back  the  vow  that  pledges  her  to  Lord  Hasling- 
ham." 

There  was  n  pause ;  the  Mern  and  the  leniin 
trctablcd  for  empire  on  Oiv  cutinlvnaiioe  of  L»Aj 
Momington ;  but  the  lender  stole  before  the  stent, 
and  she  held  out  Iter  hand  to  De  Grey. 

"  Come  and  &it  down  by  me  here,  toy  aou." 

He  sat  down. 

"  Hordda  accepted  Lord  Hasltngliara  beciMe 
slie  laved  him." 

"  She  never  loved  him." 

"  Louis !     This  to  mo !     I  say,  she  loved  hiai." 

"  How  ?     .And  in  what  manner?" 

**  I  do  nut  choose  to  ilncuss  the  nature  of  bei 
love.     Such  as  it  was,  we  were  all  deeeired." 

*■  Aud  the  deceit  lasted  till  the  mtadiief  wa 
done — till  the  mischief  could  not  be  undone)"  in 
quired  Ue  Grey.     "  She  kept  the  secret   of  the 
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in    Ikt  young    boMxm?     Wu 
nadain?" 

'  It  was  not  so:  and  you  kiiovr  it,"  said  La4ly 
omingtoii,  hauglitity.  "  None  but  you,  I^uih, 
would  have  questioned  me  tlius;  and  to  none  hut 
you  would  I  lutvv  condescciidi-d,  when  thus  ques- 
tioned, to  r«|ily.  I  command  you  to  listen  to  mo. 
Waa  it  for  roe  to  humour  die  vacillating  wt^icv,  the 
fantastic  mis^vin^  of  a  girl,  chosen  by,  and  once 

ling  to  be  chosen  by,  a  man  like  Lord  Hasltng- 
Was  it  for  me  to  foiiCer,  ami  counti-nunce, 
and  abet,  a  folly  that  I  deprecated? — a  lolly  per- 
verse and  inconceivable  ?  Was  it  for  me  to  flatter 
— me,  to  whom  she  cume  for  counsel  ?  Was  1  to 
permit  ber  to  lay  down  the  low,  becituse  her 
fingers  trcmble<I  while  she  chipped  It  f 

■'  Had  the  clasp  been  firmer,"  said  De  Grey, 
••  there  would  have  been  no  trembling :   the  idea 

Edid  not  occur  to  you  perhaps  ?" 
\  "I  knew  that  she  was  young — I  knew  tjint  she 
loved  no  otiier      -  " 
L    "  True !"  afjnin  interrupted  De  Grey.     "  That 
L-thal — it  would  have  made  u  difTerence,  you  tlunk  ? 
But  go  on,  madam,  if  you  please." 

"  I  knew  that  she  ntlmire^l  Lon)  Ha^Ungliam. 
1  knew  that  such  men  obtain  an  empire  over  tho 
minds  of  women." 

"  Some  men  obtain  an  empire,  ag  you  observe : 
other*  esublish  a  tyranny.     Had  you  no  suspicion 
none— that  the  chain  gulled  lloratJa?" 
G  5 
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sound  is  so  Bellow  that  it  wearies  me  !  Love !''  be 
repeated,  as  with  eyes  that  flashed  in  that  little 
taper's  rays  with  a  light  almost  supernatural,  he 
stood  before  his  mother.  "  Such,  madam,  might 
be  the  love  you  felt  for  Sir  Charles  Mornington ; 
but  such  was  not  your  love  when  you  gave  your- 
self to  my  &ther !" 

Hardly  had  he  thus  spoken,  when  he  repented. 
A  hue,  pale,  flickering,  almost  deathly,  passed  over 
the  brow,  cheeks,  and  lips,  of  his  mother.  She  sat 
transfixed,  her  eyes  rivetted  on  De  Grey. 

"  Forgive  me,  O  my  mother !"  he  exchumed, 
flin^ng  himself  at  her  feet,  and  burying  his  face 
upon  her  knee.  "  I  knew  not  what  I  said.  For- 
give me !" 

Fuufiil,  passionate  tears  burst  from  the  eyes  of 
Lady  Mornington ;  she  pressed  her  lips  on  the 
clustering  curls  of  that  contrite  and  hidden  brow. 

"  Too  are  Am  son,  and  I  forgive  you.  We  must 
talk  of  this  no  more." 
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Wfaient  iiinckei),  and  in  thv  iirxt  upbraided 
bim — bro<)d«d  on  his  mind.  Slie  w&a  tbcrc  tbroiicd ; 
but  wlien  the  beart  sprung  to  pay  obedience,  the 
>Uib  and  the  start  flung  it  buck  from  bcr  presence. 
Love  was  tliere,  but  it  brought  willi  it  no  hiippinns 
— repeclancet  but  it  pointe<l  out  no  paitli  to  pcaoo. 
There  were  winbes  that  took  the  fonn  of  feaTS — 
kindly  fueling*  of  nature  ili«tilling  thoniBclves  into 
gall — familiar  habits  of  kindrwl  cloven  by  th«  fire, 
and  bursting  stanlingly  apart — remembrance  of  joy 
past  that  stung  him — eonfused  anticipation  of  an 
evil,  in  whotK-  darkness  lay  hope  prustrate  but  not 
deati — coRftcioutnesa  that  be  bad  led  one  whom  be 
torcd  into  the  \-icinity  of  the  darkness — that  the 
doud  already  touched  her  garments,  and  \na  press- 
ing on  to  her  heart.  All  thin — all  these  were  with 
hiiB>  Then,  like  a  memory  of  madneiM,  ringing 
dearly  on  the  brain,  there  came  on  htm,  each  re- 
pealing itself  a  tJiouHand  times,  the  cold,  vhort, 
meaning  salutation  of  Chadwick  on  bU  entrsitce. 
Hie  address,  half  astonished,  half  reproving,  coti* 
strained  yet  still  courteous,  of  Mrs.  Perciral — the 
hysterical  crj'  of  lloratia — then  ibe  nervous  tread 
of  her  light  foot,  as,  after  breaking  from  bis  nrms 
she  fled  towards  the  dour— the  glance  of  Cbiwlwick 
on  her  tlic  while — the  sound  of  the  fingers,  fresh 
from  ht«  own  clasp,  (altering  on  the  lock — the  spring 
tlirougb  tlie  ball— the  bound  up  the  stji! reuse— then 
tlie  joyous  bark  of  Jupiter — the  jingling  of  spurs 
widiout — the  boisterous  entrance  of  Mwisfield — aii 
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— ever)'  BounrI  came  back,  belonging  lo  the 
put,  tbat  bad  bt-trajred  bun,  and  barreil  out  or 
mingled  confusedly  wjtb  sounds  bp]ons:ing  to  the 
pre««nu 

Eleiutor  luid  limrd  tlie  qiintron  iud«'d  of  liiin  M 
dinner  by  Lady  Mtldon,  in  to  wketbvr  bo  bad 
be«n  at  Momington.  He  uiiireri-il  it,  mnd  Ui 
eyes  met  the  eyes  tbat  watcbed  bim.  Tbere  wM 
an  expreoion  of  in  tense  pain  in  the  look  tbat  greeted 
her,  but  bo  conUnncd  thug  to  look — It  was  the  oon- 
fidonce  of  tlie  bctrt. 

The  vOTCe  of  mime  fillefl  tlie  dranjiij^-rooin. 
ElMDOr  WM  Rated  in  one  of  tim  large  hay  irin* 
dows:  tbe  drapery  festooning  round,  and  in  part 
coneealing  lier. 

Coniii^by  npprofwbed  and  nt  down  on  ibe  atio* 
man  by  her  side. 

"  1  was  at  ^forning1on  tbis  morning,  Eleanor." 
"  I  tbougfal  I  heard  you  say  so  to  raamma." 
"  Do  yon  think  I  was  wrong  to  go  ?" 
"  It  would  liAve  been  belter  perhaps  not  to  ban 
gone." 

*■  Better !"  and  he  fixed  his  eyes  on  ber  mournfully. 
"  Row  Is  it  tbat  truth  in  all  its  force  «Mnca  wilk 
mkIi  simplicity  troia  you  ?  It  is  because  you  are 
sn  true  yourself — because  yon  see  all  tilings  in  iioe 
calm,  clear  light — because  you  consider  tbem  fnin 
a  distance,  and  know  when  you  touch  Uiem  tlttj 
are  the  snnvc.  I  tuitcliisl,  nnd  then,  but  not  till  then, 
I  knew.  I  had  no  intention  of  going  to  Moraington. 
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lUaii»>fiel(l  made  me  go,  and  tlicn  li-ft  mi;  lit  tli«  gdte. 
jior,  1  oaw  Horatia.     I  tinw  her  alone." 
Eleanor  looked  Dp,  read  liU  oouiiientmce  for  a 
brief  moment,  and  said ; — 
"  I'oor  Horaliii  I" 

"  Ay,  poor  Huratia !     Cliadwick  ciunc  in  wbrn 
we  were  togetlier." 
"  Good  Heaven  ?" 

"  lie  came  in — Haslingham  M-ill  know  alL" 
Neilher  spoke  for  a  mvnient  or  two. 
*'  Eleanor  I  lie  will  know  iill.  Did  yoo  hear — 
'did  yon  itndvntland  what  I  adA'f  You  do  not 
answer  me.  IIow  think  you  he  will  act?  Haa- 
lin^ham  1  mean.  Will  tlie  marria|;e  be  brokco 
off?  Eleanor !  will  the  marriage  be  broken  off? 
Dearest  Eleanor,  how  cold  your  hand  is  !  Pardon 
Fme.     I  bave  been  too  abrupt — speak  to  me." 

"  I  am  going  lo  xpeak  to  you !     For  God's  sake 

Temple  Bourne.  Lord  Ilasltngham  . . . ." 
'  He  cones  back.  I  know  it.  She  told  me  so. 
Do  I  eary  bim?  Do  I  pily  him?  Do  !— no, 
no — it  is  not  come  lo  lliut — it  id  for  him  to  hate- 
mil  slie  bv  iibk-  to  love  him  ?  1  entreated  ber  lo  do 
so — I  conquered  that  terrible  u-mptation — I  r*- 
L  memberod  tlie  hand  was  pledged  that  lay  on  mine — 
1  gave  it  iMck  to  him.  Vou  tremble — could  I  do 
)Ot]ierwi»«?" 

"  You  could  not  do  otherwise." 

"  But  that  trembling  reproaches  me." 

"  It  does  not  reproach  you,  Henry  ;  for  the 
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bu  tD  da  so  gave  ne  tx- 
ami  At  fmin  Aa  Cell  it  too.  And 
,  ■•  it  ■««,  m  wmk»  fm  unl»»ppy— 
kf  •  noM  flf  boooar  to  close  die 
MV*  ^n  H  aU.  Waa  erer  (mmJUoo  like 
Vow  Mdi  bsB  lAall  I  addreas  your 
t?  TCm  d»  jM  tkbit  be  will  come  ?  b 
W  w3l  be  dehyed?— IS  then  ■ 
iA?  OMdwickl-HadyonsMg 
b^WglMndMber!  I  kaged  to  itrikcluaUi 
Aewnfc!  Sk*  M  bt  Ua  fport !  bis  rictim  !  tit 
!•  iiBiir  brr  ep  w  ib«  jtmUn  wntb  of  Hasling- 1 
baa!    Ac  le^gtb,  be  and  1  irc  Bang  opart  Iw 
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WiH  she  BHiy  biB  ?  A  tmiiiM^v  witboat  lore— 
■MUooCdMbiBber?  It  wodd  break  b»  beart 
is  ibc  cod.  Tet  t  mtp  bade  «bUe  sbe  [wii  u 
bar  falc — aba  gam  la  bin  wiib  my  ktsa  upoo  her 
l^aad  Idbaatatapbcr!    li  not  this  tortured 

IW  mmiK  tttmti  a  gaaenl  diaamogeoKnt 
W  ^leapa  mtk  plact — Cooiepby  prcMed  fenmuljr 
ifcebaadaf  EkaM^aod  1«A  tbe  rooia. 
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He  bad  Marted  early  ffon  London,  aod  arriwd 
to  a  late  dinner.  'Fliere  he  Mood,  wttli  lofty  un<( 
calm  brow,  near  the  harp  of  Eleanor,  lixint;  from 
Otoe  to  time  lii*  cyc«  of  devp  pciietruting  blue  on 
tltat  fair  iace,  and  at  times  Miidiiig  the  glance  to 
where,  in  tlie  dbtance,  Coniii){»hy  coiiverMM)  with 
Lord  Meldon.  After  a  time  be  moved  away  :  he 
Iiad  stitiiiei) — and  a  portion  of  htH  ta.Hl<  was  done. 
He  passed  from  group  to  group— the  charm  of  liia 
presence  mode  ibtdf  felt  on  the  iiislant.  He  list- 
ened, p«rhap«,  rather  more  than  he  talked — and  yet 
who  lalkcd  betlfr  than  he  ?  He  ^ve  liim«clf,  ap- 
parently witli  lillle  of  rewrvc,  to  the  lipht  converse 
of  the  hour ;  he  attended,  with  tlie  air  of  one  inte- 
reated,  to  details  which,  it  might  liave  been  assumed, 
could  hardly  chime  in  with  the  tenor  of  his  thoughts 
or  the  habits  of  his  mind.  Now,  he  asked  a  (luea- 
lion  or  two^now,  he  pursued  an  inquiry — glancing 
occftsiooally  at  Coningsby.  But  tlie  evening  wore 
away— -the  drawing  room  became  deserted  of  its 
gUMts — none  remained  at  last  but  the  Dean, 
Coningsby,  and  Lord  Meldon. 

"  You  will  be  glad  of  rest,"  said  Lord  Meidon, 
atldre^^ing  his  Invther-in-law ;  '■  tlie  journey  hiu 
been  long,  the  day  liot — it  is  late." 

"  I.«te  perhaps,"  replied  the  IX-ati,  "  but  yet 
I  have  no  intention  of  retiring  at  present.  Do  not 
let  me  detain  you,  my  dear  Meldon — 1  am  going 
to  talk  over  old  timeH  with  Coiiing»by." 

Coning«by  said  nothing ;  but  he  nwe  from  the 
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oa  vUcb  kt  ktJ  flung  htm«el(^  ind 

LMd  UMm  HMled:  "  1  Imvc  yau  tlim 
f««  nanineaee^  or  to  yoor  confidences  <>l>icb- 
•wrr  iWj^  B«j  cUaee  le  be;  tlic  hour  will  Iw 
l»  cUbcr :  tben-  h  no  {eax  of  tntet^ 
Oaod  o^fct.  BcaucJwnp.    Good  idgki, 


••GMla^-  aid  l^Dean;  and  Lord  Mp)- 
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caotinaed  ibr 
DCM,  "  wUrh  lUl  it  be,  Caoin^by  ?  Hnwtm, 
•  been  tbr  nrdcr  of  the  ni^t,  we  um 
eo  ito  depMimv.  Tbe  boliMB 
r.  It  p«Ur  Mppen.  Tlie  eannn- 
Mm  of  Ai»  (Wang  km  beeit  briltiBnt  uaogb  in 
■H  %bt  ■•;>— <fid  it  Bot  rtrikfl  rmi  so  ?" 

•*  I  Kwntij  «Uondcd  to  it."  Mid  Contti^y, 
ioatwUi  ■roBJAod  u  tli«  tone  adopt^l  l>v  ibo 
Dim. 

**  Exc«M  me— «l  itin»,  il  l^)p«An■d  (d  oie 
<Gd  kUMMl  to  it.  I  BasKT«  yoo,  whvra  the  bIMh 
ban  fiuled,  j-ou  lost  servral  agrccablo  ditaili.  Wc 
U  ^1  MCM  «f  diKOMioiH  fron  Min  t'embmon." 
*•  I  do  not  doobt  il  in  tlie  Inal ;  but  I  «■  nsl 
««rf  |9vlU  to  UIm  Fenbcrtoa**  diKuaioiu.  Voa 
w9l  df*  of  ibrai,  wy  dear  Sir,  en  ymi  bare  bwn 
bMYavcek." 
••  P«ri»f >•  >o ;  it  is  iberKfimi  (be  wi»r  pari  to  I' 
hy  tbon  M  lun^  u  I  cmn.     1*hvti,  m  H 
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tbe  ndritnliigea  of  conuml,  bor  tistet 
ortli  in  tbe  pursuit  of  togticfl  enpntially 
gTac«fu)  and  ineritably  interesting.  Her  talk  ww 
of  brides  anii  bridal  dresses." 

"  A  favourite  (heme  with  her,"  remarked  Con- 
'in^by,  who  was  not  just  then  in  tiie  mood  to 
apprerintA  us  it  might  )>o«»tbly  dotcrro  dte  charm 
of  Was  Louita  Pcmborton's  co»rer*tttio».  **  Maiiit- 
lielri  ny«  he  knows  the  reiLion — he  insi^lx  that  >li(- 
loiigs  to  wear  tlie  one,  and  to  be  the  other." 

"  A  desire  for  which  we  must  not  blame  her,  I 
think,"  said  the  Dean  :  "  1  «ee  no  Itann  in  it.  Be 
that  as  it  may,  she  beaime  c^itremely  eloquent. 
Like  nn  historical  novelist,  she  hud  n  little  pvrUon 
of  the  true,  on  which  to  suspend  her  embellislimenls. 
You  heard  her,  I  think,  when  she  referred  to  the 
proposed  marriage  of  Miss  Mornington  witli  Lord 
Hsslingiiam  ?     You  licitrd  lier,  I  imagine  ?" 

Conin^by  looked  for  a  nwment  at  the  Dean. 
He  saw  nothing  peculiar  in  the  expreution  of  his 
«ye,  though  tlie  eye  was  fised  on  him  steadily. 

**  I  did  hear  lier,"  be  replied,  with  forced  com- 
posure.    "  I  could  not  avoid  hearing  her." 

*'  Pardon  me;  I  was  surprised,  observing  bow 
l^ou  were  engaged  at  the  time,  that  you  thoultl  hear 
her.  Did  you  hoar  all  tbut  she  was  uiyi>ig  •'  Pcr- 
liaps  not,  for  you  continued  to  converse  with  Lord 
Meidon." 

**  It  i*  tm|>imible  for  me  to  tel)  how  mneb  1 
hnvd." 
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miicli  pained  by  allusions  to  tii'n  raurrbge.  Kvpn 
to-nigtil,  aUliou){h  i  trust  lliat  lime  lias  done  ai  Ic-aitt 
u  portion  of  its  work,  I  felt  tlmt  t>)ii-  was  to  he  piti«d. 
I  kuow  of  hw  situittiotin  in  sodely  more  painful  than 
to  be  compelled  to  aland  by  and  hear,  witli  an  un- 
moved eve  and  unchanging'  check,  idle  details  re- 
garding the  feeling*  ami  movements  of  one  whom  we 
love — but  whom  we  dare  not  Nay  we  love.  You  agree 
with  me,  I  am  sure.  1  wan  observing,  that  probably 
■one  of  those  details  escaped  you.  You  did  not 
bear  Mim  Louisa  Pemberton  say,  perhaps,  tlial  the 
marriage  will  take  place  immediutdy  on  Lord  Uas- 
tiogbam's  return  ?" 

Tho  tone  of  tlic  Dean  continued  tio  culm,  and 
his  nuuiner  wan  no  devoid  of  ainy  thin^  tital  resem> 
bled  a  suspicion  of  tlie  truth,  that  Cuningsby,  baffled 
even  when  roost  startled,  knew  neither  what  to  say 
nor  do.  Still  his  own  coniciousness — bis  knowledge 
of  the  penetration  of  the  pernon  by  whom  he  wa« 
tbi»  Addressed — fiKtcned  his  uncertainties  as  it  were 
with  a  tiling  upon  his  mind,  and  he  answered  in  tlie 
painful  hurry  of  the  moment — 

"  Miss  Loui«u  Pemberton  talks  of  that  of  which 
she  cannot  powtbly  have  the  slightest  knowledge. 
Arrival!  Marriage  1  God  forbid  !  The  very  idea 
U  enough  to  kill  her." 

"  Kill  her?     Kill  wlio?     Miss  Louim  Pembcr- 

tOD?" 

"  No,  sir,"  said  Coningsby,  vehemently;  "  I 
repeal,  it  would  kill  Horatia.    I  know  that  it  would. 
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Coningflby  said  nothinij;  in  reply. 

'*  I  bugin  by  request!  uj^,  or  rather  insisting,  tliat 

ou  vrill  (liitiiiifts  rroin  your  m'ttiA  nil  compunctious 

visjtiiif;,  as  far  as  r«gar(U  tital  pa«l,  which  t.-oniie<,'t«d 

your  image  in  my  mind  witii  that  of  my  cherinhed 

tElcHiior.  As  puM,  th«  iilra  must  dwt-ll  with  me 
Ho  inortt :  its  pasnge  forth,  ncrer  to  reluni,  is  un- 
rfoublt^dly  fiiciliiat«d  by  ihc  conviction  that  is  on 
me,  that  Eleanor,  had  it  been  her  fortunv  to  lov« 
yoOy  would  ltav«  loved  you  ere  it  caaie  to  tliis. 
That  it  has  come  to  this,  therefore,  rests  in  part 
witJt  her;  and  the  love  tluit  linKcrc<i  when  n  voice 
beckoned  it  on,  is  not  likely  to  spring  forward, 
wlicn  tliut  which  watched  for  it  is  gone.  1  regret, 
most  assuredly,  for  tho  s&ke  of  all  parties,  that  sbe 
Muld  not  love  you,  while  yet  you  loved  ker; 
but,  if  I  stop  not  at  the  simple  rcfpvt — if  1  permit 
tite  icgret  to  change  into  a  murmur— do  1  not  vt^- 
tmlly  iirraiifii  (Ik-  dccrii^s  of  Heaven,  and  sny,  luid 
I  biul  the  moulding  of  thc«e  perverse  hoirls,  tliis 
MTTovr  would  not  liave  been  ?  I  do  not  understand 
why  it  is  thus;  it  wa;  so  easy  for  it  to  be  oUier- 
wise — why  wn«  it  not  otherwise  ?  Yon— neither  of 
yoo  love  the  other.  While  one  love<i  ibcrc  wiw 
Ih>p«,  and  I  stepped  in  to  aid,  for  the  sake  of  the 
one  who  love<l  and  suffered :  for  the  sake  nUo  of  the 
other,  who  might  love  and  be  happy  :  hut  as  neither 
of  you  love,  I  submit.  On  that  part  of  tlie  snbjooi, 
reforc,  it  is  neither  my  design  iwr  my  desire 
dwell ;  there  can  be  no  use  in  doing  so.     I  do 
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I  ywm,  tMw  to  foster  pain  in  ny • 
I »  thu  Mber  mbfMt,  wkU 
wmz  W  tt  (HnuMed  tk« 
I  *■«  i*(vt.  bowrrer,  u>  dnw  frao 
!  fv  llie  present  I 
■f  jtm  tfarcT  jTMisa 
I  Ihc  CMnd  yam.     Caotngtby,  1 
VM  eiucin  ii  fit  to  MmkI 


*1^>« 


il  ic;  I  OHHUer  it  uMai, 

my  cluusc(er,n 

■  «TOBg  loaiMilier, 


•n* 


:]&1< 


mdeeit,- «lil 

JTM  amy  aad  « 

b  «H  grientw  u  U»  (« 

^Ifayv^  Mil.  andninilfa 

tas  ii  III  ■hMwe,  tkat  lie  niftbl 
«B  impraSB  tn  nin— 
fMi  did  it  in  psnisl 
h  •  naipitdi)'  DMit 

^  fmaktyhmn  takta  fktr 
«■«.  A*flv%afar*  smggKng  tkrobsr 
E  «f«*  >■'  dM.  S))c  ii  yoong.  j-ieldi^. 
wah  f.tmm(  U  fmr  tm>itnr»t  tbe  irill 

;iI»oiui3poltttiUio^ 
awl  to  ditturit  her." 
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"  The  thougbt  was  told." 

"  How  !" 

"  Sill'  kiioirs  all.  Slio  knows  tbat  I  love^ 
'Uint  I  lulore  h«r.  AihI  1  know  ihiit  tMc  loves  me. 
Tbe  discovery  will  drive  liioi  to  inxdiK^n.  His 
nalmjictton  will  piiraiie  me — tlie  voice  of  btooi] 
will  Uv  kill-lit — llie  cry  for  blood  heard — tbe  cry 
answered  !*' 

"  IK-nry,"  Hiid  llic  Dean,  tniidi  moved,  but  in 
■  tone  of  frravc  KiirpriKC,  "  I  denutK),  how  Imve 
you  dniH'i)  ibis  gri>iit  evil  on  yoiire^lf,  on  her,  on 
liim?  Koowini^  your  upright,  aiid  iiutile,  und  uii- 
itelfiib  nature,  1  conceived  tltal  even  from  the  flisi, 
and  lo  the  last,  bonour  would  lay  tbe  cbain  on 
pwnion;  1  deemiii  nut  for  a  mumrnt  thnt  you 
could  »o  far  forget  the  »cred  delicscy  of  her  poM* 
lion,  B*  to  present  to  ber  protestations,  whicb  it  be- 
came her  not  to  bear.  The  first  irnpuUc  of  the 
heart  may  not  be  at  our  oommaiH] ;  not  so  the  after 
resolution  of  tlie  mind.  You  resolved,  it  would  ap- 
pear, to  act  on  ihe  impulse:  resoirod, — in  definnct 
alike  of  u  claim  tliat  ought  to  have  been  inviolably 
reverenced,  and  more  peculiarly  8o  by  yon ;  of  u 
situation  that  you  were  bound,  inwmuclt  as  your 
own  love  made  ber  an  object  wbose  reputation  wan 
dear  to  you,  to  consider  entrenched  and  nnap- 
pruaehahle;  of  the  opinion  of  that  uorld,  whose 
decitiioMit,  and  whose  mandates,  even  when  our  cub- 
niwioii  goes  no  further,  and  our  oboilicncc  reaches 
not  higher,  few  of  us  iwvc  the  courage  to  contest, 
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{■ncl  lli«  hurdibood  to  dbobcy  i  of  the  law  writtea 
hy  (tod  on  your  oonoeicncc — that  law,  wliidi,  if 
blottpd  out,  leaves  bcliiiiil  it  a  bruiaed  seeA^  to  be 
prcunwd  back  into  the  soil  by  ahvr  team ; — you  ri*- 
mlrcd,  1  repeal,  in  detUuici-  of  thi:«c  obataclos,  of 
Utese  nnclions,  to  fix  tbc  vyc  vrtierv  it  oufrht  never 
to  hiive  glanoed;  to  proiionncv  tlio»e  words  w 
(liffimlt  for  th^  bearer  to  fort^t,  when  you  should 
bavc  guarded  ber  froto  catcbiug  the  fiuntest  echo 
ofyonrwgh.  Speak,  Ilciiry — explain — tlwm  thing* 
perpk-x  me — I  expected  tbcm  noi  from  you," 

He  (lid  tpeak — he  did  pxpbiin : — be  bcf^n  fran 
tke  very  period  of  bit  firnt  intervtfw  with  llomtii 
— be  auppreated  no  incident  tliat  bad  utlcndcd  oe 
tbp  lust. 

Ill  this  detail,  inrolringitt  it  Dccewuirily  did  Uic 
paat  nncertninlies  of  hia  posiUon  in  r^-fpird  lo  Eli- 
nor, it  wits  scarcely  possible  fof  him  to  avoid  u 
alluoinn  to  Do  Grey.  He  M-rupled,  too,  the  le«t 
to  make  the  roren-itco,  for  two  reasons:  6rst,  be* 
cause  lie  felt  titat  tbe  mont  entire  otmfidenev  tab- 
WSted,  and  would  continue  to  subsut,  lii^twefD 
Eleanor  and  tlic  Dean;  and,  woondly,  becawe  b* 
vm  inclined  to  believe  now — nud  the  itateiaMri 
partly  shaped  itself  on  llio  bclicf~-tlmt  he  had  been 
ini«ukcn  in  regard  to  I>c  Grey. 

I'hc  I>C3U  certainly  heard  this  allusion,  but  hr 
nsJied  no  question  tberiiupon.  It  might  be  tliathf 
felt  with  Coningtby,  ibiit  tliere  had  been  a  degree  of 
miMipjtrvboDsion,  which  il  Imported  little  at  preaenl 
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to  conaiHcr;  or  bis  iilcnce  on  that  head  tni^lit  have 
its  rise  in  n  drforcnce  to  tii«  delicacy  of  Eleanor, 
and  to  a  detrrminauon  not  to  procure  an  entrancv 
to  the  sanctuary  of  her  alTeclions  through  the 
medium  of  another.  Ot,  perlinps,  ho  wa§  actuated 
by  th«  conHciouHtK>«(,  that  counsel  and  iiit^rfcrcnce 
were  demanded  from  bin)  in  a  cue  mora  urgent 
still ;  and  whose  otitbreak.  whose  passage,  and 
whose  end,  ultlioiigh  yet  unknown,  began  in,  and 
were  indicative  of  evil. 

Be  that  m  it  might,  he  gave  his  undivided  at(en> 
tion  to  tlie  question  as  it  stood  betwecji  Uoratia 
and  Coningsby. 

"  Henry,"  be  »aid,  at  l«ngtb,  "  painful  as  i«  the 
position  in  which,  to  your  misfortuno  and  hers,  you 
have  placed  Miss  Mornington — desirous  as  you 
fsay  be  to  stop  the  prugrc:^  of  the  pain— 1  doubt 
not  tbut  of  one  thing  you  are  aware;  I  conceive 
that  1  should  offer  you  an  insult,  did  1  suppoM  you 
were  not  »<*are  of  it:  it  is  simply  this:  tliut  in 
that  position  yon  must  cMMent  tliat  Bbe  rcmwn : 
her  witbdrowal  tliencc  Id  not  to  he  effected  by  the 
band  that  mmt  unluckily  led  her  within  iL  She 
must  stand  there,  for  Ibe  present  at  least,  the 
Qtartyr  you  have  nuule  her — stand  in  tlie  fatal 
circle  where  you  have  lefi  her— to  receive  him 
whoM>  pltslged  love  she  forgot,  for  your  un.tano- 
lioned  one.  You  have  no  power  to  bid  him 
stand  back,  as  you  see  the  <)istance  lessen  be- 
tween tlicm :  when  tliey  meet  it  is  not  for  you 
111! 
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lA  (tivitte   llicm.     Yoa  liavo  ^tonr   your   pan^  m 
rattier  tlint  uhidi  wai  not  yoar  pnrt ;  tlitrrc  is  no- 
ikinK  now  left  for  you  to  do.     It  ta  tlie  penalty  of 
ill-rffttilmed  itction,    this   cessation  of  ail  action 
nature  (wyft  tliis  forfeit— nrt  pay*  it — tlio  but 
frumo  pay*  It — so  doca  ilic  creation  of  liuman  In* 
^'iiuily — tlie  heart,  wiili  its  pussions,  pays  it;  >4|^| 
it  is,  iiiflM?(l,  a  Uravy  cliaatisctnrnt  to  1)t-»r.     Tbus. 
tliL>n,  iit  it  with  you : — for  oite  Mep  taken  forward 
liy  jiiuHion,  ten,  ay,  a  hundred,  must  be  Uikcn  batk' 
wiml  hy  rvpcntnnoc.     Your  own  act  Uirew  you  i 
her  fcel-^a  re-action  over  which  you  liare  no  powc 
flings  you  farther  back  tliaii  t'vcr.     You  owe  ill 
atonement  to  the  noble,  thoufjh   haiighly-minded, 
bcin;;  you  have  wronged — you  owe  it  lo  her,  (s^M 
yuu  had  tio  right  to  speak  aa  you  did — your  niit^^ 
reparation  is  silence.     You  bare  reversed  tlio  iia- 
tural    rt-latiofi    between    yourwrlf  and    tlie   woinan 
whom  roil  love ;  for  If  ever  the  obctadcs  i^iiiiM 
your  rc-uniun  be  removed,  tbey  must  b«  remon<l 
by,  or  thrmigli  hi>r.     lo  the  agony  of  that  stnig^big 
afTcetion,  whose  passionate  breakidg  forth  wta  >i 
voketl  by  you,  slie  may  possibly  betray,  or  dvi 
confide,  all  to  Lord  I  liMlinglnun." 

"  No — there  b  still   anotlier    way,"   exeUiim 
Coningsby; — "another  way — would  to  God  thci 
were  not !    Ho  mnnot  n'muia  in  ignorance.    Cli 
wick  will  uke  can^  of  liuit !" 

*<  Oo<l  forbid,  indeed  !"  anid  the  Dran.     "  Eleih 
nor  and  you  have  taught  me  to  know  tbo  muni. 


'I'lic  only  liffbt,  cJien,  tlint  would  break  across  yotir 
patli  w»uld  be  tliat  of  tlir  lij^liliiiiig ;  and  ore  eillier 
'  ibe  or  you  coald  Qy  to  meet  tlieotlicr,  die  fire-rent 
migbt  divide  you  for  ever  !  Who  dare  pronounce 
where  tlie  boh  might  (alt  i" 

'*  I  know  it  I  adjure  you— you  wlio  are  so 
kind — 90  good— do  not  prests  tbc  picture  on  my 
soul.  I  felt  it  on  the  iniitaiit  of  hh  vntrunce — I 
r««d  it  in  bis  look — the  idea  is  always  with  me. 

But  she " 

**  You  at  least  ouinot  comfort  her.    You  must 

reirciit  from  within  the  pale,  which,  in  a  moment 

of  »troRg  excitement,   you  leaped  over.     l)o  not 

iotaginp,  because  I  have  pointed  out  to  you  tlic 

tincvicable  consequences  entailed  by  that  spring  of 

pasMioti,  tliat  I  overlook  the  peculiar  force  of  the 

temptation  tliat  came  to  meet  you,  at  the  moment 

when  you  turned  tlic  Mep  away ;  or  that  I  do  not 

sympathize  with  you,  now  that  the  deed  is  done. 

.You  have  passed,  then,  the  pale :  to  enter,  bnrc 

be  semblance  of  dislionour ; — remain,  and  there 

dishonour.      Henry,   you   must    leave  Temple 

Journe." 

"  Leave  Temple  Bourne  I     True,  fatally  true  • 

/ithflut  explanation   leave  her!     What  will   mJw 

Jiink  of  mci*    What  can  slie  think  of  me?     Not 

word  to  intimate — no  hint — no  warning — can  I 

Bftliis?    Can  slic  hear  it?    Not  one,  one  misera- 

Je  word  !     From  others  she  will  hear  suddenly — 

carelessly — that  1  am  gone.     Gone  I  and  witli  tlie 
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Memory  of  ywtcnloy  frosli,  full  on  her  heart 
nine  I     I  know  this — 1  foci  thix,  but ....  1  f(o — " 

'*  1  itave  but  thnt  counarl  whicli  I  felt  imaml 
your  own  botwurablo  naturo  fptvt  you.  Tbeie  i* 
BO  cboice — llivn!  am  bo  iion« :  but  for  one  cauM, 
cenaeeted  with  a  p»st  that  is  now  all  changed, 
t)i«re  ought  to  have  l>e«n  no  choice  lou|{  n^.  Y«u 
were  shackled — you  stood  Mill,  and  the  cril  crvpl 
on  you  ua  you  stood.  *(1)U8  <loea  it  creep  on  ui  all. 
iireak  from  tlic  lotU.  The  delay  with  wliich  a-e 
soothe  ouTselvca  when  honour  brooks  no  delay, 
jilanta  a  &^ng  in  secret  where  its  foot  liitgers  ;  anil 
when  the  step  is  removed  at  last,  aiid  we  diaturb  it 
with  our  pusionato  tread,  it  pieroos  into  our  own. 
Rut  were  it  not  a  point  of  honour  for  you  now  to 
tfo— end  tlie  honour  of  which  I  speak  is  but  aootlier 
name  for  nin»ctonce — it  would  still  bo  a  poiol. 
that,  lorin^  botli  you  nitd  Hasllngfaam  an  1  ilo|  I 
Hltould  urge  on  you  heart  and  aou).  He  and  you 
must  not  meet.  1  «ee  not  in  faci  how  you  cmIiI 
meet.  Xoumhing  as  yoii  do  a  passion  whose  in- 
dulgence is  an  offence  to  bin,  could  you,  thougb 
the  hHppinom  of  iji^iiorancc  remained  with  him> 
stand  by  while,  step  by  step,  lie  drew  tiearor  to  her 
who  bad  inspired  it~to  her  who,  unfortunaletf 
for  you  both  returoa  it !  There  is  no  touch  of  tlic 
hypocrite  in  your  candid  nature,  Contngaby.  I  pro- 
nounce tluil  you  couJd  not  do  it" 

"  Yoii  aro   right.     Vou  are  always  right.     I 
could  not," 
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"  Again — should  tite  trulb  reach  him,  it  would 
be  better  at  least  tJtiit  be  sJiould  hear  you  liail  re- 
moved yourself  on  the  inalODt  from  tbe  beloved 
(irt.-«ciice  wtiicli  liiul  bcirayc^l  and  overcome  you. 
If  Mr.  CliikdwiL'k,  wf  you  sveni  to  npprelicnd,  and 
as  I  confess  you  have  rvaswn  to  apprehend,  pour 
oil  liim  the  Mory  of  the  patit,  he  muit  at  leiut  say, 
at  the  conclusion,  'ConiDg»l>y  U  no  loiij^r  here 
— he    wiUtdrew    from    her — be     left    her — lie    is 

Cotiiii|^liy  stnrtcd  up. 

"//« say  that!  Vuu  do  not  know  him:  or  he 
would  say  it  so  tluit  my  ulwcnoc  would  he  made  to 
rivet  tlie  vrrung  inflicted  by  roy  presence.  Vet 
even  that  stinging  sarcasm  it  is  fit  that  I  should 
bear.  It  is  not  in  my  power  to  stay  and  confront 
iiim.  Let  him  tay  what  he  will,  and  l>ow  lie 
will*  I  mtat  fro.  I  have  bn)ught  it  all  on  myeelf. 
Nothiiijj;  will  he  explain — nolliing  will  he  extenuate 
^-«very  thing  will  he  darken  and  deform.  Accident 
it  will  conrert  into  design — passionate  impulse  into 
meditttftd  treachery.  My  cause  in  his  hiuids — can 
It  oem*  forth  clear  ?  And  such  as  it  comes  fortlh 
•ueh  must  I  leave  it." 

Henry,"  said  the  Dean,  with  a  look  at  onoe  of 
affection  and  reproof,  as,  following  Coningsby  to  tliv 
ntantelpiece,  he  laid  his  hand  on  his  folded  ones, 
"  who  put  thew  deadly  arms  into  the  lianda  of  Mr. 
Clitulwick?  Who  charged  tliem?  Who  sliowed 
liim  where  to  point  them?  lie  had  not  even  to 
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Stoop  to  pick  then  up.  God  rorbid  tliat  their  idiii 
be  true  as  be  may  dcnre  I  An  fiir  u  tbnt  Gwi 
■nay  prrmit,  I  will  m«  tbnt  it  b  not.  But  even  I 
for  the  moQienl  can  do  noOiing.  You  have  lajrl 
th«  vliaiii  un  your  own  moretneiits.  Vou  lia^x 
placet  a  b»r  (•>  impede  the  pnsHi^  of  your  fricniU. 
Nor  you,  nor  I,  nor  any  of  tboae  who  love  you,  can 
dare  to  betny  tbe  secret  of  your  Horatia.  But 
thougli  I  may  not  net,  1  ciui  watch ;  oud  hari&g 
watched  and  wuited  for  tite  time,  if  God  please,  I 
propose  to  act  at  last.  You  liuvc  my  promise — yuu 
Icuuw  me  too  well  however  to  require  thitt  thU  pro- 
nilie  should  be  given.  On  tlic  streii^lli  of  whu  1 
ho)>e  to  be  able  to  effect  for  you  in  the  eiHl,  yon 
mmt  comply  with  my  desire  now.  At  all  haiank 
you  must  depart.  Leave  her  and  bcr  sorrow  li> 
God — commit  to  my  charge  your  honour.  Go  to 
Cheltenham  early  to-morrow — secure  a  place  by 
the  mail — do  not  return  here.  'Hiere  mu«t  be  no 
chatice  of  meeting  between  you  and  any  individiul 
connected  witli  Morniriglon.  U  will  be  easy  for 
me  to  ^ve  to  the  Meldona  a  sutishetory  expktu- 
lion  in  ref(ard  to  your  departure.  They  are  already 
aware  tluit  you  only  waito<l  to  see  me.  Unfortunately 
altogether,  you  liavc  waited  but  too  long.  I  shall 
remain    till    Hafllinglam   arrives — remain   till   we 

tcimw " 

"  Till  wc  know !"  repoiitod  Coniiigftby.  "O  God 
of  Heaven  !  Wluit  sjudi  we  IcnowiT'  He  boriol 
'hw  face  to  bis  bands. 
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"  Something  must  be  known  iixleed,"  said  the 
Dean.     "  Perliaps  all." 

"All ! ... .  And  I  not  there  to  answer  him  !  To 
take  tbe  btume  on  mywlf! — to  ward  it  off  from  her! 
—to  (eti  him  tlial  I  remembered  him — that  I  re- 
nounced her  !" 

"  Be  calm." 
But  )'ou  will  write  to  mo?" 

"  1  will  write  to  yoii." 

^' Write  tlie  iiuttaiit  you  liave  seen  her — tell  me 
site  bears  \t." 

"  As  soon  a»  I  hare  seen  her,  I  will  write  to 
you." 

"  And  when—" 

"  You  mean  when  Haslingham  arrives  ?  A^in, 
1  ay,  be  calm.     I  will  write  to  you  then  also." 

"  In  foil? — you  will  keep  nothing  from  me?" 

"  Nothing  tliat  bvlits  you  to  he«r.  Now  let  u» 
{Art.  It  is  of  no  use  to  talk  longer — you  recjuiri' 
rest — go  to  your  room." 

"  I  will  go — and  you  will  write  ?" 

**  I  said  so.  De  satialied.  Good  ni^ht  1  will 
sec  you,  ere  you  start  to-morrow.     Good  nighl." 

"One  word " 

"  Not  now.  Go  to  rest."  And  the  Dean  looked 
ootDpassionately  oit  the  pale  and  haggard  brow  of 
ContRgsby.  "  I  will  meet  you  in  the  Park,  nt 
eight  to-morrow." 

He  wrung  the  burning  hand  (bat  was  Iteh)  out 
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He  ii  a  Tiry  terftni." 
"We'll  mend  our  tUiuwr." 
"  What  thould  Ail  nwan  t 
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He  pnieil  (tavnlnn  ttom  me." 

KuroHuitlVIII. 

It  is  neceMory  to  go  back  a  liule,  and  glance  at  nflaln 
■fi  they  stood  at  Morninglon.  It  sn  tiappenvi),  that 
wlien  Mr.  Clitulwick  sturteil  on  tiiv  aftvr-dtnncr  stroll 
before  alluded  lu,  Iiis  Korae  Iiud  been  ordorefl  to  meol 
Kim  at  the  Lodfrc,  mid  he  coiuequeiitly  butt  not  come 
in  contact  with  l)e  Urey.  Before  breakfi»t  on  tbe 
succeeding  morning,  De  Grey  sougbt  a  private  in- 
teiriew  with  his  brother.  Its  object  was  to  check  in 
the  out«ct  tbe  progress  of  intimacy  witli  Mr.  Chad- 
wick  :  yet  he  was  to  effect  tliis,  and  keep  back  at  the 
Gume  time  the  strongest  reason  he  bad  to  deprecate 
tbe  intimacy.  He  was  in  possession  of  tbe  entire 
H  € 


uie  apprehended  discIoBu 

wick.   A  donbt  indeed  a 

or  not  Mre.  Percivat  mii 

with  her  notions  of  right 

proprieties,  to  enlighten 

ever  he  could  scareely  fu 
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«  Hubert,"  he  said,  " 

roust  hare  bad  yesterday 

her  virtues  on  the  stage, 

of  Mr.  Chadwick;  and 

list  shoes,  that  they  migl 

ling  him — the   sceptres 

wards  all  the  time,  till  ti 

wild  flowers.      Commend 

putting  out  a  blaze  with 

have  been  charming! — I 

looking  on  the  while,  like 
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Hubert,  "  I  must  confess 

Mrs.    Percival   was  parti. 
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*'  Apropos  of  Mr.  Chadwlck.  Had  I  not  nIoiiI 
at  Chetcenbum  ihe  night  of  tlie  ball,  I  doubt  whether 
lie  would  have  had  tJie  opportunity  of  oSering  these 
ddiciitc,  ititd  doubtless  vt-ry  acceptable  altcntions  to 
Horatia.  Do  you  know  whom  Hiislinghjitn  and  ho 
met?" 

"  Yes,  at  Vienna." 

"  Vienna — true.  Recollect,  Hubert,  a  moment  or 
two." 

"  Recollect  what?" 

*'  Tliat  letter  of  Conin|{«by.     Hurc  you  forgotten 

it?- 

"  What  lctt«r?" 

"  The  letter  tluit  he  wrote  to  Mis*  Belleisle,  at 
Vienna." 

"  t  have  by  no  ineaiiH  for^tten  it.  It  iiras  nut 
likely  I  should  forget  it." 

"  'riicn  you  remember  the  reference  he  makes  w  n 
person  M-lectcd  to  lilt  the  nppointmrnt  tincicr  discuit- 
HJod — unlilly  selected,  as  it  appwin-d,  by  Lord  Ilas- 
lingliam  f" 

"  Ha  !    Do  you  mean ?    Is  Cliudwick  tlitit 

man  )" 

*'  He  IS,  I  had  it  from  the  lips  of  Mm  Belleislu 
herself.  Do  you  remember  also  the  opinion  pro- 
nounced by  Coningsby  regarding  htm?  Do  you 
remembvT  still  farther,  tlie  allusion  made  to  an  in- 
fluence, obtuintMl  and  exercised  to  hi«  prejudice,  over 
the  mind  of  Lor<l  Hasliiigham  ?" 

•■  1  remember  it  alt.    Hod  I  known  ibb  earlier,  I 
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"  After  the  arrival  of  Haslinghain's  letter  yestor* 
finy  morning,  I  very  naturally  ur^<l  his  longer  stay 
at  Clii'ltenliiitn  ;  und  not  knoning  theu  tliBt  there  was 
any  cootneM  bctwii'n  him  iinil  Coningshyt  I  tulded, 
that  he  bad  other  iiiiluciMiienlt  to  linger  a  little)  and 
went  on  talking  ahout  the  Meldons.  1  found  that  he 
had  been  over  that  tnorniog  to  Temple  Bouni« :  be 
had  not,  however,  seen  Coningsby," 

"  Yo«  moan  at  Lord  Meldon's?" 

"  Yc»— Coningsby  had  ridden  over  here." 

"  Do  you  mean  that  they  Iiatl  altogether  missed 
each  oilier  T 

"  I  briicvo  so,  but  I  really  hardly  know.  Mans- 
field hiid  mai)c  some  uppointment  with  Coningoby — 
I  hi<ar<l  tlint,  I  think ;  but  I^nngloy  was  talking  witli 
hi«  usual  rapidity  at  the  time,  and  Mrs.  FvrcivaJ  drew 
off  my  attention  t»  something  cl«c." 

Two  tiling's  now  wcr«  made  evident  to  De  Grey: 
— tlie  utter  unconsciousness  of  his  brother,  in  regard 
to  wlial  had  passed  the  preceding  morning,  and  ilie 
especial  discretion  of  Mra.  Perdvat.  As  to  the  for- 
mer, he  hardly  knew  whether  to  rejoice  or  to  grieve 
at  its  existence ;  tbe  latter  he  could  not  understand 
at  all. 

*'  Well,"  lie  mid,  after  a  pause,  "  I  trust  tlic  busi- 
nc«s,  of  which  Mr.  Clindwick  talks,  will  do  what 
busincs!)  docs  H-itli  all  of  ns  iu  general,  and  wluit  it 
is  likely  in  a  day  or  two  to  do  with  mc — 'make  him 
move ;  and  in  tlie  interim,  I  hope  most  devoutly  that 
a  sufficient  number  of  tlie  ladies  in  Cbeltenhain  will 
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o](l  an<l  uiifortuiuite  qtiArrel,  between  HBtlingbam  an<l 
Colli  tigs  by." 

"Uid  quartets  are  oerlaiiil)'  t'ery  unfortunate  things; 
but  tliere  are  cases,  in  wbicli  new  ones  are  infinitely 
worse." 

'*  Exactly — and  it  is  my  earnest  <Ie«re  to  guard 
against  tlicm.  I  mix  certuinly  not  prepared  for  ibis 
arrival ;  but  I  mu»t  make  tlic  bc-Nt  of  it.  Wtion  I  Itkc 
not  one  ftide  of  a  eircuinstance,  it  in  a  liabit  witli  me, 
to  turn  it  gently  round  and  examine  it,  if  it  be  not 
smootlier  on  tlie  other." 

"  Ho  like  you,  Hubert,  to  turn  it  round  gently:  1 
should  set  it  spinning,  and  the  cliance  is,  that  after  the 
whirl,  it  would  fix  itMlf  before  me  in  precisely  tbc 
same  pocition  it  occupied  before." 

"  1  luivtt  tlic  advantage  of  you  tli«n  it  appears. 
Confess  at  le&M  I  shall  obtain  one,  if  I  »o  manage  ibis 
unexpected  collision,  aa  to  make  llaslingbaro  and 
Coningsby  friends  once  more,  and  for  ever." 

"  I  grant  that  if  you  nianuge  that,  you  will  bo  able 
to  manage  crery  tiling,  even  to  llie  powe^ng  of  Mrs. 
Pvrcival  witli  the  idea,  that  there  are  other  husbands 
in  lh»t  worW  a«  cxein|>Iary  as  Mr.  Percivid." 

*'  I  am  determineil  to  effect  my  object.  The  occasion 
ii>  rather  sudden:  but  I  must  endeavour  to  avail  my- 
self of  it.  1  shall  talk  to  Haslingham— I  ^liall  write 
to  Coningsby — each  will  be  thus  ciuihled  to  deeide 
aa  to  the  possibility  of  meeting  with  equanimity  at 
my  dinner  table." 

"  There  will  be  no  possibility  of  tlioir  meeting — 
none," 
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>*  V«a  q>ak  poMtmly — >t  all  events,  I 
AV«d  tiM  pain  of  mttie«ing  die  duunion.     Bat  1  ilo 
not  deayir  like  you.     Fovtanudf ,  I  now  un(l«nttiid_ 
CawBgsliT**  motirM,  and  I  shall  cxpUiii  thcat.' 

**  Tbanora  HMlinflaBi  iuul«ntu>ds  of  Co«U 
■•dwniibilaM  1  ampecliahalEkely  toultniret 
1^  DeGnjr. 

"  Dd  jrw  nfirr  lo  (be  a6iiir  of  Laily  Jului  ?" 
•  Viililhwi  tiilliiil  It  Viriim     Trust  100.  y«> < 
awke  Bolkiiif  of  it." 

*  I  dider  ftom  yoo,  haoM." 

"  Yon  will  Dot  diffi?r  from  ra*  in  •  fbrttiii^t'a  I 
IInb«rL     Oblii^K  me  now  bjr  whiBding  ibis  Cbailwid 
do«D  die  wtmL'* 

**  AlW  tbe  dinner,  as  ^Dtly  as  I  eon.'* 

**  &/Wv  tke  diiuier,  aixl  as  sti<lileiily  lu  you 
ar  pot  off  the  dinnrr,  Fuid  out  tliai  my  motlier  is  sic 
Uoniia  Dcrroos,  Mrs.  Pcrcival  dull,  Mr.  PercinI  i»- 
eitned  to  talk  morr  tban  b  good  for  him.  1  ivpwi.  put 
off  ifat  dimwr— put  off  Cbadwick." 

**  I  cnnot  aw  why  1  should  do  all  this.  1  lake  H 
on*  by  mpriie— I  kam  no  liiteatioit  of  doing  n 
Coaingsby  may  decide  for  hiouelf." 

"  Coobgaby  would  be  extremely  liafifiy  if  bo  1 
decide  for  huweU,  you  may  depend  upon  it." 

"  What  do  yon  nc«n  ?" 

"  And  the  worry  of  il  i*,"  wid  De  Grey, 
lh«!  qoMBtion  of  bi«  brotlier,  "  that  I  mutt  bo  of 
LbwIob,  and  leara  you  in  tltt<  iiiidst  «f  El" 

"  Ah  f  I  rgaaiaber  yun  apoke  w>oietliin|^  of  ll 
llM  ntgyttT 
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"  Yc8,  I  round  letters  vniitjiijr  inc  in  my  room,  oud 
ihM  Boroiiglii)  iiMuttnl  tliat  I  slioulii  keep  my  old  pro- 
mite  to  hita,  wlien  oexi  I  passed  throagli  Oxford; 
therefore  I  must  aurt  almost  immediately." 

"  Itatlier  unlucky,  thii>combiii£ilioit  of  demamh,  im- 
pt-rative  Mid  friendly.  You  willjuHtmiM  Uoslingliam." 

"  He  will  *-]y.m'  me,  I  lira  suro." 

**  Oil  tlies«  occasions,"  said  Sir  (lubert,  laughing;, 
"  ever)'  one  can  b«  spared  exv«pt  tlic  l.idy." 

"  Ay — true — the  lady — she  cunitot  be  spared,  I  am 
afruid.  1  «lioutd  like  to  nsk  tliiit  question  of  Lord 
Htuliiigluuii." 

**  Stny  imd  ta\i  it ;  but  in  compwuioii  to  Korati«'B 
blusliea,  ask  il  when  she  is  aUsent." 

"  I  cannot  stay;  but  I  will  think  over  a  )>ortioii  of 
your  advice." 

"  And  you  go,"  said  Str  Hubert,  witli  a  slight  liesi- 
tation  of  manner,  *'  just  when  Klnuior  Brllvi«le  k 
liJtely  to  re^rot  you  ?*' 

'■  Regret  me  1  I  prupooe  writing  to  yoit  about  tliat 
from  I<ondon.     And  you  vrill  not  jml  olT  the  dinner?" 

**  Have  I  not  said  1  see  no  reaimn  for  doing  »of' 

"We  are  all  looking  too  vrcH  itnd  limidHome? 
Particularly  inconvenient  tliift.  I  have  heard  of  rude 
healtli.  I  never  remember,  eerlainly,  to  have  met 
nitJi  ruder:  it  gives  tlie  deninl  flat.  Supi'ose  I  go 
und  catch  tlic  scarlet  fovor  in  London,  and  jump  out 
of  bed,  to  tlic  conxternfltion  of  the  nurae,  aikd  despaicli 
lltete  uniui*vrcmble  linen  to  you :  '  My  dear  Hubert,  I 
besf^ecli  you  give  llic  people  nothing  to  eat— 1  am 
dying.'  " 
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"  My  dear  Loui*,"  nid  Sir  Hubert,  *'  u 
been  Bcciutomed  to  aee  yoii  in  a  fever  of  one  ton  or 
other  «l)  your  life,  I  doubt  vrbether  ibe  information 
«rvuUl  startle  tne  out  of  my  courtesy." 

"  Kiglit  tlivrc  ;  iiotliiii^  evt^r  did  tbat  yet — notUag 
i>v«r  wllL  I  mean  to  learii  the  secret  some  day  or 
otlier."  ^ 

The  announcetnctil  of  breakfast  broke  up  the  coi^^ 
ference.  Two  tbyn  elapoed.  During  llioHe  two  days 
00  coromuntcatioii  look  pUce  hctwoen  the  (amilin  of 
Morniri|j;tmi  and  Temple  Bourne.  On  the  tliird  morn- 
ing Dc  Grey  set  off  for  London ;  and  chaneing  to  en- 
counter, on  hb  rood  to  Cheltenhun,  one  of  tbe  gnMiu 
of  Temple  Bourne,  of  whom  he  nuidc  nn  tn<]utry  et  | 
two  re^rding  the  health  of  the  fiimily,  tbr  foct  tian- 
Hpin-d,  not  altogether  unexpected  by  him,  of  CW_ 
tngsby's  departure  by  the  mail  two  evening*  bcfuce. 

It  m^y  be  supposed  De  Grey  had  not  failed,  wbH 
bidding  her  adieu,  to  enforce  many  an  injuiwtloa— ^ 
Mrnest — affectionate — almost  peremptory,  ou  Horatiii 
that  abe  abould  not  be  wanting  to  beraelf,  in  tbe  »o- 
mentouji  interview  thnt  awaited  her  witli  Lord  Hm- 
linghain.     He  preMe<l  this  on  her  with  the  greater 
tendemea — he  urged  it  with  a  more  reusOeas  vcIpb* 
mence-^>eeauae  he  felt  tluit  lie  himself  could  al  the  taO' 
ment  do  nolbJng.     His  promise  of  aid — his  deotiit^ 
that  reference  should  be  made  to  lum — were  rcnd< 
nugatory  by  the  absence  tliat  wm  forced  on  faim. 
conjured  Iier  so  to  speak,  so  to  act,  as  not  to  finta 
misery  on  herself — deceit  on  tlie  man  who  loved 
He  rcm'm&cAWi^iv.'vaVicid'Kn  bund»  waahiTfote — 
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or  in  those  of  Mr.  Chadwick.  lie  bode  her  act  firmly 
oncC)  tliat  she  migltt  draw  licr  breath  freely  for  ever. 
Biit  \tf  Iciifw,  as  he  told  her  ii^jpoin,  hi-T  nature;  and 
with  hUi  |>arting  kiw  jironounced  that  he  distru.ite<l  her. 
There  washardlyapcK&ibility  of  measuring  tlie  precise 
period  that  might  itilervctic  ere  the  arrival  of  Lord 
Ha'tlin^luim.  Circuinxtancen  iiiifrhl  liavc  detained  him 
at  the  side  of  his  mother  and  sister;  or  on  tlic  perusal 
of  t)ie  letter  from  Horatta,  which  was  to  meet  him  at 
Lyons,  he  mt)(hthavepii^icdon  with  additional  speed, 
forgettinjr  all  ties  but  thrse  which  bound  him  to  hi*r. 

Thus  argued  De  Grey.  His  uncertainties  deepened 
Into  gloom — the  gloom  into  rvsvntraeiit  agsiiist  him 
who  cauwd  the  uncertainties — the  reaentmenl  min- 
gled ttacif  witli  jealousy — tlic  jealousy  darkened  into 
hate. 

His  tvro  day^  \-isit  to  hia  college  friend  bad  reached 
its  term.  He  stood  lounging  with  him  before  one  of 
the  inns,  cicpi'cting  the  arrival  of  the  latest  coach  from 
CbeltenWn — tliere  wax  tlie  sound  of  wheels. 

"  Hark  *  There  it  is.  No  I — ^the  sound  is  the  other 
way." 

A  carriage  imd  four  dashed  up.  I>e  Grey  started, 
but  said  nothing.  He  who  was  within  the  carriage 
started  too.  He  leaned  forward  Could  he  be  mis- 
taken?  No!  That  form  of  mingled  grace  and 
strengtli— the  finished  proportion  of  every  limb — the 
height — the  contour — yes— it  was  Louis  De  Grey. 

The  carriage  door  waa  opened — Lord  Haslinghsm 
descended  the  steps.     Uuquc«ltonably  there  was  little 


nity  offered  to ha!  I 
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"  This  is  an  nne^eetcd 
"  It  is,  Lord  HasUnghai 

The  friend  of  De  Grey- 
"  Tell  me,"  nid  Lorf  |] 
"  She  iras  nnl:  >I»r»^k_ 
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The  agitation  of  Lord  Hasliugliam  touched  De 
Grey.  "  Sl)«  looks  ill  indeed,"  he  said,  witli  a  algL 
"  1  htid  no  utlicr  wiirnint  fur  suying  tthc  vna  ill.  The 
fnimv  hns  no  ailment — none." 

Lord  Haslingkam  fixed  his  eyea  on  Oc  Grey. 

"  She  expects  me  ?  81ie  got  my  letter  from 
Grenoble  r 

"  Ay,  ihe  letter  from  GrenobIe~I  remember  per- 
fectly well  the  day  tliat  nhe  received  it." 

"  And  she  is  prepared  then  to  see  me  ?"  , 

*'  If  you  remember,  Lord  Huslingbam,"  said  De 
Grey,  wiUi  an  ambiguous  smile,  "  your  fir»t  arrit'al 
took  uB  all  by  surprise:  but  you  ImuI  no  reason  to 
quarrel  with  the  effecU  of  tliat  surprise.  I  trust  you 
may  be  as  fortunate  now." 

He  b«wc(L     Again  there  uras  the  sound  of  wheels. 

*<  And  slie  bas  talked  of  me  in  my  absence  ?"  said 
Lord  Haslingluun,  drawing  De  Grey  aside,  iis  tlie 
couch  drew  up  to  tlie  door. 

*<  Yes,  slic  hiM  udked  of  you." 

"  And  confidentially  to  yon?" 

Do  Grey  did  not  reply. 

"  I  tnut,  Mr.  D«  Grey,  I  tnist  tliat — let  her  be 
the  bond  of  union  between  us — for  her  sake " 

"  Bond  of  union— ay,  bond— you  say  right,  tlicrc 
is  a  bund." 

"  One  lluit  is  indeed  most  dear  to  m« — one  that 
mule  me  perhaps  too  exacting — I  see,  I  acknowledge, 
tlie  error.  1  wii.he<l  to  have  her  all  to  myself.  I  ex- 
pected, I  suppose,  loo  much :  but  then  she  was  every 
9 


•mHtcd  DM  u  Lyon, 
z'  be  Mkted,  vHh  ■ 
re  wtselv  Hsce.' 
Bid  De  GrvV]  vmI 
is  it  BO  loodi  of  giii 

If  I    Seeking  to 
j«t  ai  itwM  abaoiB 
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:  and  nndo'ia 
Co,  inrf  iuCK- 
br  Dc  Grrr.  Tkeic 
ia  Iotc  M  ibe  b«t;  hotil 
^j  uiwmw  W  fcfe  dai  ito  Mt  wss  rerv  swMt  W 
;.;n. 

>-->  :  i-;.:-&  TtjrTiiT*  vjs  j^oQ*  of  the  mood. 
,' ;■— am  -  ■«**»  n-1^  ia  i=  liz.BctT  moment  he  fell 
r^-  iiui"^-;  ~j  irrcii-'^f  i-^«^  ^*  Meldons,  The  smik 
111.T.-:  7-/1I1  un  ic  K  rV  Gr*y, 

y,:  l^--•^f^^:-  ---tOT  r  -  Tiev  arw  well,  all  •elL" 

-  ~.ri.-:ii  »-:c;  :>  me  frvci  Lord  Meldon's." 

-  1  •^■jiii'iiief — «-•  si<  id.''  And  dark  ^«oUe^ 
-'  ~  -;iT-  liri-;:  :j  -rv^i  'StaS  on  tbetniod  of  De  ('rej- 
■,,-i,;i.ii- — "-•  ,'r-t.-;t — -TiL::  canK  to  each  through  tht 
nt.  Lm  c  L^'ci  itis-i=i:baa» — »nii  its  touch  wason 
j.:!i  -,v,    -  I  liii'  S^"-e<:  I'vier  to  jive  her  vour  leiier. 

-  ^^.;  -..-;  TJ-;  *«-■-      L^:  me  tbaok  you  no*  for  yout 

.  „.!.        '.":■;  w.fi  s:i=^  as  it  fell      He  said  nothing 


-  V»^  ^^   i;o*t;  r-^  »heL  she  »ras  there  f  sail 
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Lord  Ilaslingbarn,  with  a  iliglit  clifing«  in  tbe 
toDe. 

TV  Grey  niKrk^M  tlic  aiixirty  it  rcilcd — iie  knew 
bim  of  old — \w  fruem«d  llie  csum'. 

"  So  mucb  for  tbe  wisdom  tAught  liim  by  b«r  IoiUt  !" 
be  muTTniircd.  "  I  will  pay  bitn  for  tliis.  An  aiigel 
could  not  t^lmrm  tiiia  dispoKc  of  tbo  muI  out  of  Iiim: 
under  iu  Liint   t  see  ber  die.      God  wivc  biT  from 

taking  ap  ber  teat  I>enealb  it ! No,  not  full,  but 

tlic  indiridunis  who  composed  the  circle  were  pleaaant 
ones.     There  were  ibe  Mumtficldit — " 

"  Hie  MunHfivlds,"  repeated  Lord  Hatlingbum,  in 
I  lighter  tone. 

"  Hubert  Falconer,  the  son  of  General  Falconer." 

"  1  Imve  Been  the  General." 

**  Then  there  was  Coniiigsby  ;  your  cousin,  Cap- 
tain Coi)ing«by." 

Tlie  eye«  of  D«  Grey  met  those  of  Lord  Husling- 
bam.  The  name  csme  on  bim  like  the  iiiroeation  of 
a  spell.  At  lenglb,  with  low  and  rapid  utterance,  he 
mid  :  "  There  wiH-*     Still  at  Lord  Meldon's?" 

"  No ;  he  is  gone." 

*'  You  saw  bim  ?  She  ww  him  llien  ?  Ay — true 
— tliere  at  the  same  time — I  forgoL" 

"  She  did  we  him,"  said  De  Grey. 

■•  And  Miss  Bclleiile,"  continued  Lord  Hnslingbam, 
taking  refuge  in  an  idea,  which  peibaps  had  not  been 
or^natly  altogether  agreeable,  from  one  terrific, 
tboDgb  yet  sluipelcss,  which  was  winding  its  way 
towards  bim  through  durkneM,  and  in  silence ;  "  he 
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— ha  t — jiut  BO.  Tell  Horatia,  if  you  please,  when  you 
see  her,  that  I  remind  her  of  one  which  she  and  I 
discussed  tt^ther.  I  remind  her — that  is  all.  Good 
morning,  my  Lord,  the  coach  waits." 

"A  moment  only — I  do  not  understand  you." 

"You  cannot  understand  me — good  morning." 

"  Mr.  De  Grey  !"  s»d  Lord  Haslingham,  bis  brow 
growing  dark  and  stem — "  I  had  hoped  . , . .  " 

*'  Hoped  !"  echoed  De  Grey.  "  She  too  expressed 
a  hope.  I  ought  not  to  have  forgotten  iL  But  dearer 
bcfwsthan  these  are  taught  to  wither." 

'*  Every  hope  of  her's  is  dear  to  me,"  said  Lord 
Haalingham — "  every  wish  sacred — as  I  said  then, 
for  her  sake  . . . .  " 

A  second  summons  came  to  De  Grey. 

**  For  her  sake  indeed !    That  message  . . . ." 

"  De  Grey,"  said  bis  Oxford  friend,  coming  up 
suddenly — "  the  coach  will  be  off  without  you." 

**  I  am  coming.  Tell  her  you  met  me  at  Oxford — 
diat  you  met  me — that  we  spoke — that  she  can  no 
longer  refer,  as  she  once  said  she  would,  to  me — take 
lieed  to  her  reply." 

"  We  have  met — we  have  spoken,  but . . . . "  Lord 
Haalingham  began. 

With  a  slight  and  haughty  bow  De  Grey  turned 
amy — sprang  upon  the  coach  box,  and  was  gone. 
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•lie  tiatt  scarcely  calciilutod  herself — produocd  finally: 
fior,  trutli  to  tell,  there  hw)  been  the  struggle  of  many 
ind  conflicting  emotions  ere  this  result  had  been 
■chicvGcl.  Neither  perliaps  would  tlic  result  liuve  had 
in  plaoc  At  ftll,  but  for  the  brief  lines  wUtch,  under  lliv 
influence  of  a  jealouH  senNilivciicn  of  the  moment, 
sbc  had  appended  to  tlie  letter.  On  bow  small  a 
circumslance  can  a  chain  of  others  hang — a  chain 
that  nay  lengtlien — wind  round— entangle — eiisluve 
for  ever ! 

Lord  Uaslinghnm)  us  he  poixlered  over  those  hur* 
Tied  and  agibiloti  lines,  Miw  only  tlia*  the  heart  he  liud 
bruised  raised  itself  from  tts  position  of  pain  to  spealt 
to  him  :  he  perceived  too,  that  witli  all  her  gaiety  of 
manner  t]iere  was  a  dignity  of  feeling  which  lie  luid 
outraged,  and  he  loved  her  for  the  very  quality  of 
whose  existence  lie  Iiad  not  dreamed  till  then.  Her 
pride  ofTerciI  bim  a  secutity — it  calmed  his  own.  With 
the  inipctuosity  of  a  generous  nature,  he  longed,  ar- 
dcntly  longed,  to  offer  ber  amctKts  for  the  doubt  that 
luul  offended  her,  and  atonement  fur  the  siupicioti 
that  liail  roused  into  the  altitude  of  indignation  the 
spirit  slireping  amidst  tlie  calm  of  her  purity.  And 
«he  confessed,  that  by  writing  as  he  liad  done,  he  hnd 
made  her  miserable  !  Did  she  then  so  love  him  that 
reproof  Irom  him  was  more  than  she  could  endure? 
O  why  had  he  thus  chidden  hcry  Yet  she  promised 
111  h<>  guided  by  him,  even  while  beseeching  him  not 
to  be  too  severe !  Those  last  touching  lines — they 
came  to  him  again.     "  She  fcareil  tliat  she  might  have 
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expressed liCTseif  unkimlly."  "Forget — foi^TC Tti 
"  Would  ui  Heaveu  yoQ  were  vritli  me  now !" 
would  l>e  witb  ber. 

He  saw  oo  pAth  before  liim  but  on«.  H«  pti 
on  with  ptodpiuiuon.  Feeling  tlwt  be  wmkIw 
lay  ut  her  feet  tlie  wnywardnen  of  bis  luture— i 
Bciou*  tb&t  this  was  ft  sacrifice  in  liim — could  lieif- 
praliencl  that  augbt  but  a  tttnile  would  fflance  at  ik 
waywiinlnmB — conUl  lie  doubt  tlwi  sbe  would  •cotf* 
tbcvacrifice!  In  tliis  ftwoc  of  wind  had  liearrifad 
at  Oxford. 

He  iguitted  Oxford— a  change  wna  oii  him— 
M>en  l)c  Grey. 

Hut  altltougb  tbe  liemld  Amp  of  the  atorm  tail 
touched  the  halcyon's  wing,  and  the  beaoou  of  thr 
tumult  to  como  tote  omitiously  on  the  Bummer  «■ 
whcro  it  lay  brooding,  thv  nun  ntione  on  tbe  titn 
drop)  and  sent  light  on  the  ruffling;  of  tlie  SM.  Ami 
as  on  tiie  occasion  recenlly  referred  to,  ao  altu  here, 
there  sprang  indeeil  to  birtb  in  the  outtc-t  a  hundnd 
conflicting;  doubts  and  fears — and  liauitrintr  Nurmnm— 
and  vBguc  imagefi  of  lite  faltie  and  the  true — aad 
jealousies  that  fixed  on  no  one — und  itn  impreaiM 
oonstanlly  rcmimlinK:  him  of  one — brokenly  like 
ancompleted  wanting  given  in  a  drvam: — bnt  Li>' 
magician  now  rather  than  a  oomnuuider,  mined 
unnd  and  calmed  them. 

yecrt-t  discussioit  witb  De  Grey  I  Retntnd  her  M 
that!  Sny  that  be  could  be  referred  to  no  lon|;rr' 
What  iwcret  ?     He  ibougbl  and  thought  on  till  bn 
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deemed  (hat  tic  had  discovered.  Tliere  never  had 
beep  frieDtUhip  between  him  and  De  Grey.  Thus 
then  Do  Grey  would  be  eagle-eyed  to  discern  the 
sligbtnt  duuin^  ill  Horatia.  He  would  pvrcvivc  tluit 
•be  had  been  wounded  by  tlie  letter  from  lier  lover — 
be  would  be  itidigpnant  at  tlie  i^lca  of  her  sorrow — ]i8 
would  speak  to  her — be  would  cballenge  her  regnrtl- 
ii^  it.  But  slic — would  ahe  breathe  Hught  in  relntioii 
to  tbitt  letter  Y  Would  idic  tlia%  bi-trny  the  confidence 
of  the  man  w1m>  loveil  her?  Would  xbe  sow  tlie  see^ls 
of  future  disunion — decided  alienation  between  her 
huftband  and  the  brother  of  her  father?  She  would 
not  do  so:  still — for  thought  followed  aiisloualy  and 
tli«Q  eagerly  the  now  track  that  kad  been  opened  U> 
it — although  she  had  not  made  known  to  Dc  (>rvy 
tbc  hoatile  fiN.-linf;  entertained  towards  him  by  her 
lorer,  De  Grey  might  himself  luive  guessed  it— be 
might  have  chosen  to  allude  to  it  to  her:  he  might 
have  liirtl»er  chosen  to  dsplay  in  return,  when  sud- 
denly hroufrlit  in  contact  with  the  man  of  whose 
ditilike  to  him««lf  he  wn«  coiiHciouii,  a  corresponding 
aeiiliment — a  sentiment  doubtlets  heightened  for  the 
moment  by  the  resentment  with  which  he  had  behekl 
the  recent  distrciis  of  Horatiu.  Thb  was  very  straiigv, 
eertiiiiily— on  the  eve,  loo,  of  an  alliance  between  tJie 
&milii-« :  but  ptMwibly  tlie  discussion  wiili  l^oratia  luid 
creiBled  a  coolness  on  her  jmrt,  which  liad  stung  tlie 
feelings  of  De  Grey  ;  and  under  the  influence  of  those 
atung  feelings  be  might  have  s|M>ken  as  he  did.  Yes; 
Lord  Uaslingliam  could  not  dixgutse  from  himself, 
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stood,  tliere  wat  no  longer  place  fur  liim  I  He 
surtctl,  and  reminied  tbe  broken  tliread  of  liis  meili- 
Uliona.  De  Grey  had  told  him  ihat  Iloratla  was 
looking  ill :  he  had  said  thia  with  an  air  of  restrained 
resentment ; — that  letter— that  revelation  uf  his  chu- 
ractcr — thnt  avowal  of  his  wniit  of  confi<Iei)cv  in  hcr's 
'— lad  it  then  so  weiglie<l  her  spirit  down  ?  He  tdiould 
find  tbe  impretct^ioii  on  her  ttill — be  wan  prejiared  for 
tluL  De  Grey  mutit  have  meant  so,  when  he  said 
that  tbe  was  altered ;  be  should  behold  her  trembling 
in  his  presence — or  she  might  refer  efen  gravely  to 
the  post.  But  lie  would  be  tender— guarded— forbeur> 
ing :  he  would  show  her  that  he  bud  ceased  to  doubt 
ber.  Tbiit  invhincholy  menace,  too,  which  he  had 
balf  fotfftAtvu,  \M»*e*i  across  bin  mind.     *'  If,  indeed, 

yon  doubt  my  power "  no — he  must  not  urge  thnt 

candid  nature  on  as  lie  had  done. .  .  .  How  iionily  hud 
be  lost  lier  ! 

He  hod  lost  her :  btit  in  an  ignorance  lluil  b)e«8ed 
liim,  he  arrived  iit  Momingion. 

Tbe  atrriugc  entered  the  park.  Skirting  it  in  one 
part  was  a  fenced  plitntiktion  of  young  osk  und  a»!i, 
whose  pMibB  were  familiar  and  dear  to  l^rd  Hasling- 
ham,  fur  he  had  been  accustomed  to  wanilor  in  them 
with  Homtia.  As  he  glanced  (on-ar«ts  it,  sending  u 
lore/ft  memory  into  their  dim  reccsM-s  he  wiw  aroid«t 
them  a  speck — a  line  of  white — a  moving  form.  He 
ordered  tlie  carri<tge  to  stoj) — *praiig  out — gave  com- 
tniuid  for  it  lo  drive  on  ;  and,  crossing  tho  sward, 
directed  his  steps  to  a  wicket  gate,  und  entered  the 
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I  am  sure  yoti  do  not.  My  soul  blesses  yuu 
lose  dear  Lines  you  Mldvd  to  die  letter.  Xloratia 
— I  am  too  bappy.  Wby  do  you  miikc  iiiv  so  hnppy  ? 
I  liave  not  deserved  iu" 

"  He  has  iiut  deserved  it. . . ."  said  Horatta  to  h«r- 
•vir,  "  liow  the  words  mock  me  !  O  my  God  !  I 
have  not  the  heart  to  tell  him  !"  and  the  sighed  bear- 
vily,  like  one  ubo  ia  recalled  Ui  miserable  life,  after 
biiviiig  •itoope<l  tiie  suicidal  bead  bencatli  tlic  nare 
that  was  not  perraitled  to  destroy. 

"  That  sigb,  dearest ! — Love  bos  gayer  sigbs  than 
tboae !  Still  reverting  to  the  past!  Ur  I  startled 
you  .*  CoiifeM  you  did  not  know  mc  in  tbc  distance. 
Confess,  my  Iloratia?" 

Muck  indeed  had  vbe  to  confess:— 'how  unconsciously 
was  B  portion  of  that  confession  made  in  her  low  reply. 

"  I  did  not  know  you." 

"  But   now  that  you  do  know  roe,   and  (but  you 

,ve  taugbt  me  to  know  myself,  we  have  nothing  left 
but  to  be  happy.  1  feel,  1  acknowledge  that  I  ought 
not  to  have  written  as  I  did.  I  should  have  confided 
in  yo«  more  entirely.  You  loved  me — that  was 
enough.  But  it  is  not  enough  now,"  continued  I..<)rd 
Hasliitglmin,  beudiug  gently  townrdit  her,  "  I  want  to 
bear  you  itpeak.  I  have  hanlly  heard  your  voice,  an<l 
after  so  many  weeks  of  absence  too— siicli  long,  4uch 
tcdiuua  weeks — were  they  not  lung  weeks  also  to  you, 
roy  Horatiu  ?     Suy  so,  if  you  luvc  me  !" 

Slie  di<l  siiy  so,  in  the  cruel  bewilderment  of  the 
moment,   but  not   because  she  loved   bim.     iMng ! 
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Had  not  the  intensity  uf  feeling; — tlio  apprchen«OD  o' 
K  future  tltitt  wu  to  cnuU  uikIit  id  feet  nit  tKat  bc- 
lon)^  to  lliitt  feeling — made  tltem  iminftilly  brief  lo 
bcr?  Sbe  had  been  drewniit);  aitdiT  n  inidnigtit 
moon,  and  had  wKte1»e<l  from  a&r  tlie  ineviuble  oam- 
big  of  the  ctouds  of  morning. 

"And  you  ifaouf^ht  mv  unkind?  uukiiid  to  you  I 
Wu  it  poesible  1  ooaki  be  bv,  Honiii«?  Or,  tatltcri 
«u  it  ponible  I  could  intend  to  be  m  ?  Yet  i  admii 
I  wronged  you." 

Tb«  tone,  boA  and  »elf-condcinnatory,  in  wliidi 
Lord  tla&tingluin  pronounced  tlie  words  "wrongtd 
yuu,"  nas  »o  similar  to  that  in  which  Coningsby  M 
said  "n-e  have  vrroii)ir).il  him — Khali  wc  (arthcT  wrong 
him?"  tliat  it  brought  at  once  in  wild  oonriuloa  u 
her  8oult  mingling  yet  eonfiiL-fing  memories  of  a 
double  past — lore — repeotaDG« — pity — conscience— 
the  idi>a  of  sacrifice. 

Ini^xiricably  baffling  were  the  woodming*  of  the 
brain.  It  seemed  lo  her  that  tio  patlt  was  before  het, 
but  the  wrong.  On  her  right  and  on  her  left  there 
vm»  a  labyrinthine  darkness  that  perplexed  her,  ami 
at  tlto  en<l  of  rnd)  stood  a  being  lo  be  rendered  miser* 
able  by  her.  FaUify  the  voluntary  vow !  Dnunl 
him  to  whom  nhe  liad  vowed  it !     Kecj)  the  rem — 

and  di-ceiTe  him  ! But  Coningftby  I     How ) — luid 

pride  mule  itself  heard  amidst  the  cUmour  of  ibt 
passionate  thoughts  that  beset  her— he,  who  said  that 
he  w>  Wed  her,  said  also,  that  it  be«ane  Itim  to 
withdraw— that  jt  behoved  her  to  become  tlie  bride  of 
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Her — Id  be  counselled  llius,  and  didobey?  Had 
sill'  not  Bvoiichvd,  even  in  liis  presence,  tliat  she  too 
could  not  v/tQtig  tluit  other — him...  .Uie  faithful  one, 
who  sat  beaide  tier  there  'f  She  lied  been  left  to  vtrii^- 
gle  through  it  all  as  she  might — Coningftby  was  gone  I 
So  entirely  was  her  sou)  possessed  with  the  image  of 
the  torluriiifr  choice  tliut  lay  before  her,  lliat  the  idea 
of  Mr.  Cliadwick  never  nnco  xprun^  t)[),  to  Hway  or 
to  guide  her.  She  wan  immersed  heart  and  frame  in 
B  present  tliat  overwhelmed  her.  Slie  elapsed  her 
h«nil«,  u  there  she  sat,  encircled  by  his  arm,  spell- 
bound and  reftiftiless,  and  stricken  to  the  heart's  core. 

"  Horntia,"  taid  Lord  Haslingham,  tenderly,  "is  it 
to  very  difficult  to  for^^ivc  mc  ?  I  knew-  that  I  hud 
wounded  you — your  letter  showed  roe  tiiat — mor^— 
iluii  I  had  offended  you — but  the  origin  of  all  lay  in 
my  love.  Remember  ibat,  when  you  judge  roe — or 
rather,  do  not  ju^Ige  mo— give  me  free  panion." 

"  I  have  iiothint;  to  punlon,  "  raid  Horatia,  softly ; 
"  or  if  I  bad,  tltat  is  over  now." 

"  It  is  over — and  never  to  return.  I  can  never  so 
mistake  you  again — never  bo  distriisl  you.  But  ab- 
sence mitkc!  us  timid,  dearest.  I  conjured  up  a  hun- 
dred  tilings  that  might  happen  in  my  absence. ...  I 
knew  tlial  you  an.'  beautiful....!  knew  that  other 
men  would  see  that  you  were  so — I  feared  tluit.... 
but  I  ought  to  have  known  better  (luin  to  fear.  I 
ought  to  Itave  roflecied,  that  a  heart  so  pure  and  fond 
would  not  foi^et  for  an  instant  the  sarredness  of  an 
obligation  dear  to  us  both— that  you  would  compel  the 
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IDMBt  presumptuous  to  rcmt-mhir  you  won*  lliu»  IxKini 
Mils  tbc  cvi-iiinf;  lur  i;liilU><)  you  !     You  tremble.... 
You  nxv   not  ill,  are  you  'f     De  Grey  luld  me 
wi>ra  looking  ill." 

*'  Hare  you  u-on   l^uis?"  wiid   Horntiat  ti 
•'  When  ?     Wtierc  ?     Sttn  liim  i"     Did  you  «y 
I  fcid  HPcn  kim  ?" 

'Hie  emotion  wu  not  unotMcrved  by  I.ord  Ho*- 
Un(fbaini  but  lie  had  decided  in  bis  own  mind  "bat 
'bad  b«en  tlm  subject  of  ibc  cuiifrrvnce  wiili  Di 
Gray.  He  fdt  cotilifuted  in  ibe  iilua,  tliat,  br  hat 
salte,  Nile  ioA  given  sotoe  olTence  to  De  Grey,  wmI 
tbe  idt-a  certainly  wsa  not  one  tlial  displeased  Idm. 

"  1  saw  liim  at  Oxford." 

"  Ai  Oxfiml  ?" 

"  Yfv.     An*!  be  mid  I  MtiouM  find  yoa  nitercd." 

"O  Lo«i*!  Louis!" 

"  He  alarmed  mo — for  be  told  me  suddenly  yt« 
were  not  well.    It  was  to  try  me,  I  suppose, 
rnutinueil,  Kniilitifr;  '•  he  wanted  lo  tee  bow  1 
bear  tiie  uev%     Ucrei  1  can  bar<lly  mh  whciber  yoa 
look  ill  or  not — 1  only  know  you  mu«t  be  alnya 
bcnutiful— ]  only  know  tKal  I  lore  you." 

"  U  Heaven  !  be  speaks  tlitu,  and  I  vnnnDt  aninr 
him  !"  wtiinpered  the  nelf-aooii^in);  beart  of  llontia. 

Diit  be  expected  no  answer — be  vtm  windini;  rovmi 
lii«  flni;ers  tlie  lij^ht  long  ringlets  tbat  overabmlowfil 
lier  clifck— lif  waK  caressing  her — be  waa  luqipy. 

IToratia,  bewildered  »  sbe  was,  felt  of  one  tluuy 
at  t«u(  certain,— ibat  aotbing  of  niiMneni  bad  tnw- 
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spired  in  tko  interview  between  Lord  Hii«l!iighiim 
an<l  De  Grey.  In  the  relief  afforded  by  tliut  t-oii- 
ncUflii,  ihori.'  wa»  r  sensntlon  tliiit  §eeme(l  like  peace; 
but  die  calm  heurcd  awfully,  and  on  its  smooilineM 
there  wm  darkness 

"  And  you  spent  a  pleamit  time  at  Temple 
Bourne?"  said  Lmd  (laslinf^liain,  aiiximi.'s  for  the 
present  lU  k-usl,  to  turn  linr  tlioughu  fruin  the  re- 
membrance of  niiy  tiling  thnt  might  kuve  passed  wiiJi 
De  Grey. 

**  Temple  Bounie  !  Wlio  told  you  I  was  at  Temple 
Bourne?"  luiid  Horatia,  hurriedly. 

"  Wlio  told  me  /  Did  you  nut  write  to  nte  from 
thence?' 

"  O  yea— yes — I  wrote  tliat  letter — I  remember." 
And  »lie  ugbed,  and  lialf  withdrew  bemelf  from  bcr 
lover. 

"  Honilin,  deanist  I  do  not  bririf;  up  my  ofTcnc-es 
agiiin — promife  me  you  will  not.  Did  you  Htay  long 
at  Temple  Bourne  i"* 

"  Not  long.     I  wished  to  return  home — but *' 

"  Mies  Belleitle  wouhl  not  consent  to  port  with 
you — was  it  not  so  ?" 

The  iiiuni-  bmii^lit  back  to  Uoralia  the  recollection 
of  tJiut  which  lintl  been  told  her  by  De  Grey.  With 
thb  idea  ru<>!iing  over  her,  and  anxious  aixo  to  e*cap« 
further  reference  to  Tctnplc  Bourne— ooDSciooa  too, 
tliat  kIic  must  rui»o  hcnelf  to  )i{)eak  of  someibing,  and 
mii*ter  the  uliMtraclion,  whidi,  in  spite  of  the  illusion 
iliui  vnvi-l«]K-<l  I.<>rd  llaslingham,  would  force  on  him 

tlic  end  the  discovery  of  all — »1ie  suid; 
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■  Voa  fc»r»  brr  ao  writ  at  Vknitt  —  yon  ranat 
kia*  ikcs  imm  wwtky  »ke  a  af  toy  KAVnion — of 
imyfcrfyV  afctiaa.  I  Isve  her — Oh  !  bow  m- 
««riyIbr«Urr 

"  Of  dal  late  lanrtdly  I  na  not  J4.-alom,*  miA 
hmi  nafiagkaB,  iflhig;  "mmI  exacting  ■•  yon 
jiowid  ne^  I  •bonld  {wrc  undgned 
:  yM  (pvre  to  ker." 
-  D*  yw  MM  tUdi  A«  b  rery  beutifii)?-  aU 


-  Y«*— *wy  bentifd.** 

«  Wm  t^  Bwfc  ^B^nnJ  at  Vienna  f 

-  AB  I  l»ii  1 1  Wr.* 


nidmc 


la  tbt 


TWrrwva 

'  Yas  tUak  it  waa  ttUft  ikt  JU  aM  marry,  aliU 
aiMMM^ 

••  Ya^  1  n||i«L  I  «■■  Ikfa^ti^  MS"  she  reflievi. 

••  Mmv  ««aj  kam  aUiaoaail  kor— but " 

**  Bw  wkal?**  nJd  Horatia,  witli  anitnatian— for 
;  hope  <««•  rinog  ap  wltbto  Wr — am)  iru« 
■  la  Iba  wriablaaew  of  kr r  oatnr*,  as  ske  ikm 
katatir  CBwwniiig  on  a  tojHc,  coapaiMiTriy 
it,  bni  itUI  deeply  internting,    wiib    Lati 
bnuT  was  with  Uuit  topic  of  At 
mui  (of  tkat  taoineai  the  cruel  coBMJoia* 
I  flf  her  awn  poddoa  was  gQoe. 
■■  How  a  tkb^  aud  Lord  HaalingUam  to  bimiet^ 
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jealous  ?  Thank  God ! — then  indeed  she  lores  me  ! 
Was  there  a  Mcrvt — an  iinsliufied  juUoa^y  from  the 
fint— Uiose  tean  ihat  1  could  not  undenUnd  before 
we  parted — a  boarded  pain  that  she  dared  not  confide 
to  me  'i" 

"  Yoti  do  not  answer  me,"  mid  Horattu. 

*'  Again  !—  Huunted  by  it  Rtili !"  The  (liotight  was 
in  his  heart :  and  he  pressed  her  to  where  it  lay. 

"  She  waa  supposed  to  favour  ■  .  .  ."  There  »aa  a 
sudden  pause. 

"  Who?" 

"  I  Km  not  fond  of  pronoundiij;  the  name..  .  .Coii- 
ing«by." 

He  fell  tlial  slie  moved  within  his  confining  arm : 
other  reply  he  received  not;  that  chain  continued 
round  her — a  ch^in  was  also  round  die  hcurt-~she 
knew  it — and  beaimc  stilL 

"  Was  it  trtie— for  I  have  named  him,  and  will  go 
on  ...  .  that  still  en  the  same  pursuit  he  came  to 
Temple  Bourne?" 

"  All !  How  did  you  know  be  was  at  Temple 
Bourne  ?"* 

"  Am  I  to  know  nothing  of  wliat  puMed  ut  Temple 
Houriie  ?"  taid  Lord  Elaslingliain,  gaily.  "  May  I  not 
speak  of  Temple  Bourne?  Still — still  thinking  of 
her  . . .  ."  he  murmured.  "  And  I  not  to  discover  the 
jealoiwy!  But  come,  I  will  tell  you  through  what 
channel  the  knowle<lgc  reached  me.  1  bad  tbe  infor- 
mation from  De  Grey.  Do  you  think  she  refused 
him — for  I  find  he  is  gone  ?" 


ham,  and  it  lay  th 

"  Dearest  wbw 

you  mtut  iiara  uas 

Coaiagaby.   I  „y 

"  Loved  him,"  a 

^  consctouaaeai. 

wrong— bm  to  haa, 

"  I  do  say  so— 1 

«t  least  ftom  tte  fin 
that?*' 

The  cloud  around  r 

away;  and  gatherioB 
•n«ntarily  dying  lig 
searchingly  and  sadly 

"  But  you~~it  neve 
Tie  eyes  go  full  ©f 

question  coDfirmatory 
ie  tad  formed?  He 
breast 
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I  *<  You  forgel :  it  was  yoti  who  were  to  forgive  me. 

For  the  future,  neitlier  must  have  any  thirty  to  forgirc. 
Shall  it  not  be  ho  ?"  he  ivhispered  us  he  caie!we<l  lier. 
"  He  Grey  mi*  [ifflit  in  Mying  you  were  ill.  This 
extreme  agitation  proves  lhathe«poke  truly.  Bkityou 
will  get  belter  for  my  sake.  There  aliall  be  no  mis- 
an({or<itan<lings — no  partings.  I  workeH  on  your  feet- 
togs  till  I  woun<!e<)  tlicm;  neither  bad  I  sounded  the 
secret  Hvptlis  of  those  feelings.  And  now  tell  me, 
denreat,  wbh  any  thinjr  tlie  matter  wtlh  I>e  Grey  f 
Had  you  twen  takiDu;  my  part  agaiiiM  him  ?" 

"  Taking  your  part  against  him?  What  do  you 
mean  i*     What  can  you  metin  ?"* 

"  He  sent  you  a  message  by  me.  I  could  not  com- 
prehend iL     I  told  Iiim  HO." 

"  Message."  Horatia  looked  up  in  peq)lexed  terror 
at  Lord  Ha&liugham. 

"  He  spoke  of  a  seerct  that  you  and  he  had  (li»- 
eiissed  logtthcr." 

"  To  you— to  yoii — did  be  wy  that  to  you  ?" 

**  Be  not  nlaroied,  denrent :  m  your  relative,  tliere 
can  be  no  quarrel  between  us.  Ought  I,  in  fact,  to 
(juarrel  witli  him  ?  He  but  pays  back  tbe  <li«likc, 
the  confession  of  which  was  made  to  you.  He  guesHed 

lie  discovered  that  1  had  made  it — he  has  told  you 
Is  not  thU  tlie  secret  ("' 

"How  cruel?     ()  Loui»?" 

"  Do  not  blame  him.  He  was  irritated,  grieved.  I 
saw  it — but  hII  this  will  wear  itM-lf  iiway." 

Did  he  say  any  thing  elnv  ?"  »aid  Horatio,  io  n  low 
voice. 


TttB  CXeAOCUE^fT. 


*  Ht  imU  ma  i«B  jvn,  Omt  no  rerercnoo 

k*  mm  ^yb  !•  Um    Ami  hm  nahAed  yott  of  i 


I  vby  an  yon  «>  agitated  ?" 
HonUabegu. 
-I  do  nut  Unnk  for  r  motDent 
I  repoaed  in  you.     In 
I  kid  open  w  j*a  my  aooL      I    tmstcd  ytn 
t£  ta  htm,  M  I    bad    hnf^Uof 
I  WM  BO  aecret — tta  love :  ■ 
hai^'aBdLwd  Hwiiagb— ,  iMingty,  *•  t  gavtyiw 
ftac  1  bad  iBjr  eaiaities ;    aiul  ]  tuM 
JdUecedLoukDeOrey.- 

•  Tm:  y««  «U  Mcsa-bai " 

*  I  hmm  wbai  fM  «aaU  aj.    You  did  dM  telt 
■t  la  Uk.     My  sn  We.  )ron  luve  no  oeeMloo  » 

la  mm.      I  coacviTe  it  panSde— 
daf  W  ifcaaU  gacM  ibat  whiA  yun  t6d  aM 
I  jaai  aa  faiaflili    jimi  a«  mMial,  ronsulrriag 
yi  peoafar  aadaa  of  action— Umi  kr  tboaU 
to  !«■  ■/  tlw  tfwowry  he  had  imd«.    Bnl 
Bonula.    You  did  doe  forg«t 
IvMalMat.- 
■  TmfK !    farg«l  ?— O  no,  do,  tw ;  I  knew  lO 

O  why  did  you  «*ef  l<a«  me  r 
-  I  «iB  BiS  Imre  jnaa  ^pb,"  nid  Lotd  HuliflS- 
^  II  liirty:  **  I  coald  not  bnu-  to  laaw  you— tn 
■t  A«M«T  HonMia.'' 
•\«ttl^aal.\M>-A>* 
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**  No;  why  <Io  you  doubt  that?  Yon  imagined, 
perbapst  ihat  I  coiuenlvd  t4>o  readily  to  Imvv  you  ?" 

"No;  I  never  thought  ihxL  I  knew  lliU  you 
loved  me — uiiA  I  wished " 

"  VMial  did  you  wikIi,  my  duir  one?" 

HoratiB  paused — "  Yoti  told  ine  I  gave  you  pain 
— you  Mu<l  that " 

"  1  difl— but  do  not  let  us  talk  of  the  paat  Pain  ! 
The  very  word  aeetm  inexplicable  to  mo  now.  Sittings 
by  your  side  here,  you  give  me  any  thing  but  pain 
now,  HoTwtiu." 

'*  God  knowt  1  do  not  wi*h  to  fpve  you  pain- 
but " 

"  I  know  it — I  ought  to  have  known  it  long  ago," 
aid  Lord  Hu»]ingh)itn,  rii^rly. 

'*  Known  it  long  ago  1"  The  ftentence  fell  on  her 
heart.  There  was  something  be  ought  to  have  known 
— wmelhing  be  ought  to  know  indeod — and  there  ahe 
sat,  and  told  it  not 

She  gasped  for  breath.  **  I  said  in  tkat  letter — 
'  when  you  come  back,  you  will  let  me  (filk  to  you.' " 

Again  tlte  tlireat,  half  tender,  half  indignant,  tran- 
scribed also  there,  recurred  to  Lord  Ilaslingham — "  If, 

indeed,  y<ou  doubt  my  power "and  he  replied  witli 

B  playfulness  intends)  t»  voil  the  «ppreh<fn.->)<in  that 
uniled  him.  "  Dut  I  will  not  let  you.  One  promise 
at  a  time  is  enough  for  any  man  to  keep ;  and  1  made 
but  one — it  was  to  love  you.  That  promise  I  have 
kept — and  mean  to  keep.     What  say  yoti  now  ?" 

Sho  had  too  mud*  to  atay — tlie  uid,  therefore, 
nothing. 


IM 
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•'  I  tim  not  Uio  tynint  you  imagined  me.    D«  I  look 
the  tyisnl  f 

IIv  knwd  ber  ns  be  spoke;  anil  the  voice — (be 
muniiiT— they  wen;  tiuite  of  CoRiiifritby. 

"Tymnt?     O  no  !  1  newr  called  you  tyraoL" 

"  llul  In  your  li«art  you  tbouglit  mc  one  ?  So 
candid — so  confiding — U  in  vmy  Co  rrnd  that  beort 
Uirouf;b  my  Horatio." 

Homtiii  gtarted  up, 

"  Let  UK  y^o  liome — pny  l«t  us  ^  bomv." 

"  And  miist  we  go  ?" 

"  O  ycfr— yea — it  is  time." 

"  Tline !  I  forget  it  wUli  you :  but  I  will  not  con- 
test your  will.  We  kUuII  bava  leisure  for  nuuiy  such 
interviews — l<tiau^l^  to  bdk  awi  nil  (liut  lias  happfiifil 
to  oadi  of  ut.  Wbo  «bull  bf^ria  the  Ktory  first, 
you  or  I  ?" 

>*  Story  ?  You  tliink,  then,  I  bavo  astory  to  (eHr 
MJd  Uoratiii,  witli  ii  foiiit  wan  sniltc:  but  walktiij;  ai 
tliey  were,  in  tke  duaky  and  darkening  twiUgbt,  uoricr 
those  interlacing^  trees,  be  saw  not  tlie  pale  Kradt  of 
flickvrtn^  Ughi  upon  her  cbc^k,  wliidi  made  ita 
gba»tiy. 

"  Those  who  loTP  and  part,  have  always  etorita 
t«ll  when  they  nKct,  1  think,  lloralia." 

«AI«ays"r"' 

"  Yes,  how  can  it  be  otherwise  ?    Hoa  not  tlie 
iu  own  journal  1" 

"  Out  ym  bare  no  story  for  me,"  abe  said  in  a  low 
voice. 

He  saw  noditng  but  tlie  'suhdued  pbiyfub««  «f 
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tender  and  maidenly  enquiry  in  tbat  question  and 
that  tone.     He  ru§ed  the  band  tbat  lay  upon  bis  arm 
to  his  lips,  and  thus  he  answered  her. 
They  reached  the  hall. 


CHAPTER  XXXIX. 

"Well,  1  will  marty  one  d«y." 

CoHEDV  or  Ehkoil 

"  Bj  my  life, 
ThU  ii  agiinit  our  pleuure." 

Kino  UEXRrVIlI. 

"  I  pray  you,  je>i,  Sir,  ■■  you  lii  ai  tUaner." 

COHEDT  OF  ErKOBI. 

■'  There's  matter  in  (hese  tighs,  these  profound  beam. 
You  must  translate  :  'lis  fit  «c  undentand  Ihem." 

Hamlet. 

It  was  the  morning  after  tlie  arrival  of  Lord  HasUng- 
ham,  and  the  day  of  the  dinner  referred  to  by  Sir 
Hubert  in  his  conversation  with  De  Grey. 

Standing  near  the  window  of  ber  dressing-room  at 
Temple  Bourne — her  toilette  half  completed — Misa 
Louisa  Pemberton  continued  to  send  glances,  lingering 
and  valedictory,  along  the  carriage  drive  of  the  park. 

"  1  must  say  it  is  a  pity,"  she  remarked  at  length; 
"  a  great  pity ;  I  wish  to  Heaven  the  Bishop  had  not 
walked  down  Regent  Street," 

"  I  certainly  am  sorry  also,"  was  the  reply.  "  A 
man  so  intellectual — so  polished — so  conversable." 

"  And  so  handsome  !"  interrupted  Miss  Louisa,  with 
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a  sigfa.  "  1  never  saw  so  tmndsooie  a  couiiwnance  in 
my  life.  Tbose  deep  blue  eyes — the  perfecc  r«po««  of 
the  fratur«— — " 

"  Tlie  true  Orc«k  line.  It  must  be  iiekn«wl«flg«d," 
said  ber  lister ;  "  I  was  scudying  it  tbe  oth«r  day  at 
riinner." 

"  1  Iiave  Miidieil  it  ever  sincr  he  iirriveJ — I  found 
it  impoinible  to  lefraiti  from  doiag  bo.  For  die  Bt»bo^ 
to  fis  on  tbe  same  day — bo  eitraordinarily  vexatious! 
I'be  drive  to  Morningion  in  tlie  Dcuii's  company 
W041I1I  bave  be«n  delightful— and  tbe  drive  home  on  a 
delicious  night  in  August — in  llic  moonlight — along 
tJiat  beautiful  rood — thofte  cbarmbig  lanes !  Such  u 
contre -tempi.  An  invitation  given  in  London  so  long 
before !  Who  would  liave  gue«ed  it  /  Did  you  see 
llie  grace  wttb  which  he  stepped  into  the  carriage  ?" 

<*  No;  I  was  talking  to  Miller  about  thoM  flowetl, 
sod  the  Himn^<-  way  ike  blonde  fell  over  them.  She 
■aid  sbc  could  re-arrange  them  in  a  moment.  I  am 
afraid  we  shall  be  late." 

"  I  care  not  whether  we  are  late  or  early  now," 
sighed  her  sister.  "  Do  you  not  think,  Charlotte, 
the  Dean  seemed  most  reluctant  to  fuUil  his  engage- 
ment with  tlie  Bishop  ?" 

<*  I  sfiould  be  sorry  to  be  compelled  to  agree  with 
you  there.  They  are  both  men  for  whom  I  entertain 
the  highest  esteem ;  and  I  cannot  for  a  moment  sup- 
pose, that  each  is  not  conscious  of  the  mofit  of  the 
otlicr.  For  tijc  honour  of  human  nature  1  trust  that 
it  M  M." 

VOL.  til.  K 
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'OLbv  dorClarialM.  pny  d«  doc  talk  of  bii 


it  ahi^« 


■P 
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W  hack  fifwdy  «id^  ibe  041,  md  in  bereoli 
«•;,  w3l  W  WnW  B"  »  (Icddc  about  mjr 
I  *■■  fir— I  pMpU  1     Tbert  h  d^ 
iW  Deaa — nor   a>]d  n«Jlli*r,  I 


1  aff*v  with  >IiU<v,  tkkt  it  b  tiar 
iWi 

ewi  be  of  liitic  cmi»- 

I  «•&,    1  kave  aa  ipJritB  br  tb«  diaoef .     Did 

I  •  wit  u  dw  Dcsd's  in  fow  lift^' 

"  Ht  mM  ndnbMAr.  I  mncnbcr  tku." 
"Ic^nU  h«  fapiMe   for  aaj  ooe  lo  Ne  siuii 

^Ae^  a^  tm^  iWm.     1  nercr  tkalL' 

"  h  Mav  OMt  «Mb  M^t^cfMHia  an  krjit  (o  tb 

hMHd  afMr  p«M«»'  aid  Mte  Fcnbmni,  ikoagbl- 

••  I  alny»  tkaofbl  iban  ««8  mumcUii^  ntkii 
•baat  paaoe;  le  yoor  nmuifr— very  UnllT 
I  dm  m-^lMn  much  of  ita  (ttrne  wlUi  mr." 
**  RcAmim^  I  am  awartv  oeoaaianBlly  cuaci  toe 
lata  —^  yaa,  as  to  nany  atLen.  I  wan  rariy  ia  lb* 
AaUl  of  liiirtiily  ofwa  amy  iking;  and  ccmoom 
tbai  MMJMtac  «Am  iMda  na  on  (a  anlMppioet*,  J  d» 
—  ■■■III  10  ban  a*  little  la  cto  witlt  It  at  poi^Ua.  I 
•M  Ht  rtad  tbe  bision-  of  Sappho  tar  aothing." 
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**Nor  1  neither,"  niH  Mist  Loiiwa,  with  anotker 
gentle  ugli.  "That  delennination  of  your'«  wems 
Ui  ino  Its  <Mld  a  one  as  any  woman  couM  )>n««il]ly 
make :  it  nuiild  liavc  Itcvn  of  no  ihc  my  making  it, 
Tor  I  nvvvr  could  have  kept  it.  But  you  were  always 
nttlier  stnnge— you  admit  tliat  yourself,  you  know. 
And  then  as  to  tliere  hcing  any  ipMlution  either 
way,  1  believe  people  full  iu  love  Imkmiusc  they  cannot 
help  iu" 

"  1  imagine  there  is  a  pre-dispo»ition  for  ihtfl  &ll)i^ 
iu  lorp,  as  you  call  it.  1  thought  the  sufo  way,  there- 
fore,  waa  to  have  no  pre>di8positioii." 

**  Safe !  But  why  do  you  want  to  b«  safe  ?  Tliat 
is  exactly  what  1  cannot  understand.  I  like  life  to  be 
made  up  c^  little  ofjilations;  I  always  did,  and  1  always 
shall.  Now,  to  secure  these  ngreeahle  ag^latloni),  it 
is  iu'CO»«itry  l»  Itave  coiisiatilly  at  Itand  an  object  ibat 
iutereats  yoti." 

"An  object  that  doc«  not  go  eight  miles  to  dine 
nidi  a  bishop  you  mean,"  said  Miss  Pembertoti. 

"  Cliarluittf,  you  are  very  severe  at  times  :  but  here 
comes  Miller.  I  suppocie  I  mmt  put  on  tlie  pinic 
•atin — there  is  sometliing  in  tlie  sbudu  1  do  not  like : 
I  am  sure  1  tliouj^ht  it  was  tlie  moot  delicate  pink 
when  I  bought  it." 

Tlie  pink  satin  was  certainly  of  the  same  hue  as 
when,  10  all  the  pride  of  its  fiactitious  state,  it  Iiad 
first  seen  llie  light  at  Temple  Bourne.  But  Miss 
l.wiiwt  Pemberton's  heart  was  unfortunately  not  of  the 
ame  colour,  and  that  may  account  for  the  delusion. 
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Is  ^irfatwe  af  her  aUtitT  h  i^ 

■Ml  W  RBvkcia,  thml  sb«  ImhI  rarely  ama 

if  Haniii:  and  thrt  beiidM,  ptf- 

flf  the  engigwDMiffdw 

d«  «MTiciM(i  that  Lord  HnlbglM 

•  pcoBB  M  «oiiM  be  <le»ml, 

iW  pMBiiliry  of  a  b%ht 

that,  Uighled  or  tMM.  >lie 
Mchavclht  aBfhicM  otjecrioa  towetr 


SW  faaaJ,  then,  that  iha  had  thtwu  open  the  jwf- 
t^  af  hfr  heart  ia  vaaa.     She   c«uM    not  d«c«vr 
Ifca  fedbf  thM  ahher  Lord  Ladlo*  or 
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Coningoby  were  tliiiikiiig  of  wulking  in ;  though  she 
watched  their  moveroents  with  a  telescope,  and  (ilaced 
their  minds  before  her  in  a  microscope.  Forliinately, 
ere  yet  tlie  order  mu  given  to  close  the  gates — and 
wiienevcr  tliesc  pru<li'utiiil  order*  were  given,  tlicrc 
was  generally,  bealdes,  a  little  delay  attendant  on  their 
execution — ere,  then,  the  order  was  given,  the  Dean 
made  his  appearance.  It  chanced  that  the  handling 
of  the  t«'Ic»copc  and  microscope  had  wearied  her:  be- 
sides, shv  oouM  MC  qiiit«  m  much  as  slie  wanted  widi 
tlie  naked  eye ;  and  tlien  she  clotied  her  eyes,  and  was 
certain  he  had  walked  in  of  bis  own  accord,  at  the 
very  moment  the  liail  not  walched  him.  He  certainly 
did  walk  in,  in  her  cuslomary  adaptation  of  the  phm>e, 
— which  depended  frequently  for  its  verification  rutlier 
more  on  lier  own  volition,  tlian  on  thu  intenliun  of 
another ;  and  she  closed  the  gnU»  on  him  at  once, 
having  no  idea  of  letting  hint  out. 

Tlie  Dean  had  his  regreu  ns  well  as  Miss  Louisa 
Pemberton,  on  this  aRair  of  the  cliwliing  of  tlie  two 
itlnner  parties;  but  in  theHC  regrets  the  prospect  of  & 
•eparation  from  herself  had  unfortunately  no  shar«. 
He  bad  received  intimation,  in  the  morning,  of  the 
arrival  of  l^r<t  Haslingbam ;  he  was  aware  also  that 
Mr.  Chadwick  was  to  form  one  of  tlie  party  at  dinner 
at  Moniiiigtoa ;  and,  conscious  of  the  past,  he  was 
haunted  by  an  apprehension  of  the  evil  to  come.  He 
had  moreover  a  feeling  of  deep  symjuthy  for  the 
situation  of  Horatia.  On  the  subject  of  that  situation 
be  bad  more  than  once  conversed  with  Eleanor :  and 
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latnidaciD^,  eutnJIjr  a>  il 

I  af  D«  Gn]r,  i»  wucbod  tbe  rariUioD 

wai  of  brr  ■MOBer,  mui  aooglil 
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be  had  Uaaself  reprored,  yet  lield 

iafl^hwBi(Mlg:Toan(l:  or»b«tlMr, 

ilj  thiP«gh  tk*  BMk  of  line,  iia  i 

of  Eleanor,  h»i  it' 

fmfitxti  ham.     He  wv  ilut  bis  nba 

iM»   her  wot;    bat   be  deeniMl  tfau  h 

:  ba*c  been  plnraed  br  ilic  fwttt- 

>  «f  •  ■«*  afecdon,  boojraoi,  (iill  oTpi*- 

btfunJipg  witb  ita  own  bnltb- 

TW  rMw  bad  indeed  sunk  deep  into  b«^| 

I:  bMcaoU  AtAmio  cnnfm  tbu  it  tsv  tbem 

llb>W*«b«riick?    Sbe  Mt  «bo  that  tkebrartli- 

tt  her  bu  wm  ixmtnnff  ntm:  tbat  di«»_ 

'  gMWnaip  far  Hontia,  for  Coningsbyt 

Sba  bad  too  ntacb  of  ytntaui't  lofll 
oat  tibope;  batibe  bad  abo  (oa  nsebi 
waaa^  nftby  lo  umte  dw  bope.     It  ww  a  bopt 
Aat  MMd  «■  lb*  briak  of  a  predpice^wbenro  it  bebild 
ibaaO^B^aaaf  A^daaaiid  baJoap — tbe  try  cane  np— 
b«»  «mM  k  ban-  tba^  wd  BMm  to  muie  iIm  wlule  ^ 
If  tbe  Una  bad  bi)  ngna  w»  wUaa  Mia>  Louin 
tWbtWoa.  Ladr  Mctdea  btd  ber  roereU  an  trtil  w 
At  Oiaw.     Sba  aas  certain,  let  bim  gloat  ovar  (be 
wMmt  m  ba  chaaa.  and  talk  of  the  oecaaiaa  tbal  exiiud 
for  CiMiiinrfii^  dqwrlnre  to  LoiKlao,  tlutt  there  1m1 
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been  an  cxpknation  between  him  and  the  De«m,  tlw 
particulan  of  which  the  latter  cho«G  to  keep  to  lilnw 
aelf.  It  was  m  like  tier  brother,  to  Mt  up  ami  talk, 
the  night  of  Ids  arrival,  wh^n  he  must  hare  been  tired 
to  dciuh.  And  lUmy  might  have  had  the  dtMretion 
to  pasi  u  little  more  softlj'  throuf^li  that  passage,  and 
not  allow  the  luii/.c  door  to  swing  go  hovily.  Like 
people  who,  when  tl»e)-  are  certain  of  what  happens  to 
be  true,  frvqaenlly  take  the  opportunity,  the  po«itire 
mood  being  in  the  ascendant,  of  belienng  also  wliat  is 
fiiJsc,  I^dy  Meldon  felt  convinci-d  that  the  Dean  had 
been  made  privy  to  the  esifttence  of  un  afivetion  be- 
tween Eleanor  and  De  (irey.  She  had  mid,  as  soon  as 
iilie  hiul  heard  of  hiti  inten<led  visit,  that  it  would  end 
in  this,  and  every  thing  tended  to  confirm  her  in  the 
Clinton.  De  Grey  was  in  London,  and  the  Dcnn  had 
Insisted  on  carryinj;  Eleanor  back  witli  him  ttiithcr, 
preparatory  to  a  removal  into  Kent  He  was  anxious, 
iK>  he  Miiil,  to  •e«  Lord  Ilailingham  first;  after  cliat, 
Eleanor  was  to  hold  herself  in  rea<lineBs  for  the  de- 
parture. Yes,  De  Grey  would  t>e  invited  to  Chalfont 
Abbey ;  there  could  be  no  doubt  of  that — her  brother 
had  always  noticed  De  Grey  fiivourably  from  his  very 
boybootl.  And  Xnch  a  Iwy  as  he  was  too  1  She  re- 
membered it  all  with  horror!  Lady  Morninglon 
might,  and  ought  to,  have  kept  herself  and  hiro  at 
Crofton  Lea;  ho  had  no  btmneas  at  Momington. 
Lady  Mornington  ought  never  to  have  marrlc<l  aa  she 
did.  And  then  for  every  one  to  agree  in  itpoiling  De 
Grey  I  She  wished  Sir  Hubert  and  Mr.  Pvrciral  had 
k4 
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«■  th»  Ugh  nad  tp  fartune.  nai  haaoar, 
mad  that  made  him  take  u|i  the  idn 
Some  men  were  to  ittofdinUfly 
■■bitiotu.     But  then  It  vm 
«kt  eaold  not  but  admit  thai: 
it  would  be  tbe  Dns's  bait, 
baey  at  otlwr,  dncc  tbe  iIbt 
hn  wUt  Lady  ClarW>rook:  ood  so  uvw, 
aadang  «f  bis  old  plan,  be  m  pra- 
a  «■«  aML    T<B,  it  wtntkl  all  be  settled  at 
Ikt  pitUiJe   thin^  was,  ikl 
cooU  aetnall)'  do  DolUn; 
Sbe  scorned  lo  obnhm 
of  ib«  Dean,  tbat  De  Grvf 
taiAmiaa  altogeiluir  wooU 
boUea^  ih«r«  oarer  waa  laj 
witb  ber  broUier:   (o  bew«d> 
Da  Grey,  waa  jost  to  put  tbe  tiiog 
amd  he  radd  be  sure  In  bare  bit  on 
Br  alwajt  haJ  bb  own  waj- 1  and  Lad 
WW  mmt  praMUnfly  fndbed  to  abti  bin 
■.    All  sbe  oooM  da— 
ibe  Hide  Ae  moat  ni  U— wan  tn  tab 
atyaWaity  of  abmtng  De  Grey ;  and 
if^t«baBDry,   iboa  indcbtiifnbly  muii- 
Meaded  b  proriaf  to  tbe  Dean  one 
r.  tbal  ibcra  biM  ha  a  euae  tnore  tbia 
far  iW  atawbii ;  aod  wbaC  tbat  cwne  m. 
wU  a  dtpva  of  aatiafiKtfon  ^mt  woald 
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liave  Ix'en  tbc  reverse  or  snttsbctory  to  Liuly 
Meldon. 

It  is  perbapA  nec«tisary  to  advert  ttliglitly  tu  tbo 
matiner  in  which  the  boiira  preceding  tli«  ditin«r  had 
been  pfissed  at  Mornington. 

I^rd  Huflingbam  had  not  been  altOj^ctlier  con- 
tented with  the  lur  und  demeanour  of  Horatio.  He 
thought  tliat  the  conct^Mioii  of  his  pride  shoidd 
hare  been  odierwjse  responded  to  by  fier,  'lliai 
lookinj{  back  of  tJie  heart  upon  paat  discontents 
betokened  that  the  rcpuration  bad  been  made  in  vain. 
He  liad  expvctcd  (h;it,  the  spirit  onco  calmed,  tlio 
startled  lore  would  come  forth)  and  look  itp  to  him, 
and  say,  "  I  am  here !"  Hut  tlic  love  of  Horatia 
never  spoke  to  him ;  if  be  traced  itJ«  preM'nee,  it  was 
by  a  shadow.  1'he  illusion  however  was  wltb  htm 
Slill :  he  sought  to  explain  many  tldnga  as  he  beat 
could^-overlookiii|[  tbe  simple  linct,  that  there  ouj^lit 
not  to  have  been  so  many  thin||r«  to  <'Xplain :  hv 
imaf;in«<l  Horatia  was  vexed  witli  the  perpcttud  inter- 
ference) of  Mr^  Pcrcivid. 

Poor  Mr«.  Percival!  She  certainly  was  interfer- 
ing' all  day  long,  but  with  the  moM  praiseworthy 
intentions  possible.  She  had  held  a  hundred  con- 
ferences with  Mr.  Percival,  and  had  solicited  the 
benefit  of  bis  advice  at  tho  end  of  each  of  thrss 
conferences,  since  the  djiy  when,  with  Mr.  Cliadwick, 
«he  bitd  so  inau«])icionsly  broken  in  on  the  interview 
of  Coiiingsby  and  Horatia.  She  was  afraid  of  doing 
I     right ;  site  was  afraid  of  doing  wrong ;  sbc  did   not 
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This  very  desirable  repose,  kowerer,  likv  tli«  beau- 
tiful lioar  TrcMt  upon  trees,  makiog  lliat  wliidi  is  ban' 
of  btoMOcn  look  bright  to  Uie  eye,  gave  8ymptu[n<t  of 
breaking  d|>  n  little,  during  the  progress  of  tlie  <U)r 
tbltt  sucKriiH;  uiid  Mrs.  I'ervirul  knew  perfectly 
well,  ilial,  if  the  full  li^lit  burst  in  iipon  it,  it  would 
erumbte  away  iii!ttant:itie»u«ly.  So  nhv  set  iier»clf 
steadily,  willi  her  cool  and  discreet  fingers,  to  keep 
the  fiiiry  piJuc«  togetlier.  She  told  Lord  Haalingham 
tliat  Honitia  had  been  nervous  of  late ;  she  bad  been 
»o,  ever  since  Mr.  Fercival's  accident;  slic  tlianked 
God  he  wai  nearly  well  now ;  she  should  not  have 
nttch  longer  to  trespass  on  Sir  Hubert's  kindnc«s, 
but  should  be  able  to  rejitin  her  poor  ehildren.  How- 
erer,  in  regard  to  Horatia,  she  lia<l  preMcribed  air 
and  exercifte  for  her ;  tltat  it  wat  natural  Lord  Haa- 
lingliam's  sudden  arriral  should  have  overcome  her; 
ihnt  he  must  give  her  a  day  or  two  to  recover  from 
ber  lender  agitations;  that  they  would  all  drive  out, 
sn<l  pay  visits — tliis  would  prepare  hvr  for  tneeting 
company  at  dinner.  Then  they  could  glance  at  Chel- 
tenham ;  ibat  was  the  beat  w«y  to  calm  and  nNiVMiire 
her — Mr,  Percival  said  ao:  and  accoT<lingly  il  was 
determined  that  Lord  Haslingliam  and  Horatia  sboiilt) 
put  themselves  at  Mrs.  Percival's  dtspoml,  and  ftlie 
decided  on  carrying  them  any  where  and  every  where, 
exeejit  to  Temple  Bounie. 

Sbe   eenainly   cxemplifieil    her  own   &ilb  in  the 
•orereign  power  of  air  and  excrdse ;  but  it  h  donbt- 
fiil  whether  she  made  any  converts  to  ber  cree<l.     Iti 
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iog  Umt  bIio  was  waldied — that  be  bad  a  right  to  watcb 
her — tliat  he  biid  n  riglit  to  tier  love — lirigeiing  at 
•very  Mage  of  her  trial — apprehensive  of  entering  on 
th«  next — lirtading  the  tight  of  Mr.  Chadwick— 
paralyzi-d  as  tbe  terrible  thought  caine  on  lier  of  that 
which  be  had  it  in  his  power  to  reveal,  and  by  ber 
uncertainty  as  to  wbon,  and  where,  and  huw  he  might 
reveal  it — home  <lo«-n  almmt  equally  by  the  idea, 
tint  even  if  he  kept  silence  his  eye  wotild  remind  her, 
by  its  iiiquiNiloria]  glance,  lliat  lie  held  in  reroembrance 
the  past; — Iloratla  thus  feeling,  tliuA  fearing,  prepared 
for  ibe  dinner. 

There  was  another  hy  whom  its  arrival  liail  been 
dreiided  too.  Again  Eleanor  found  herself  in  the 
presence  of  I<or<I  Hiisliiigliain  —  again  «be  heard 
from  him  tlic  courteoim  words  of  welcome — again  the 
band  trembled  in  the  prison  that  was  dear  to  it— 
again  the  tempted  but  timid  eye  glanced  at  his — 
again  she  beheld  his  rest  upon  her  face  »nd  form, 
and  ilierc  was,  or  she  Itincii-d  tliut  tiii-r<>  vna,  a  »ort  of 
grave  curiosity  in  the  gaxe ;  and  he  continued,  »hc 
thought,  even  after  the  removal  to  the  dining-room, 
in  a  degree  to  watcli  her. 

Lord  Haslingluun  hud  prepared  himself  to  hear,  as 
unshrinkingly  as  ho  might,  iilhi«ioiis  to  the  recent 
visit  of  Coningsby.  He  knew  tlint  tlieste  ulliiHiims 
niut  bare  llieir  place,  and  lie  cared  the  less  that  it 
ahould  bo  so,  inasmuch  as  he  wot  conscious  of  an 
anxiety  to  wateb  what  might  be  the  effect  of  «ucH 
allusions  on  Eleanor.     Strange  that  he  could  never 
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there  was  an  evident  quailing  of  tbe  $)nrit  irlthin. 
Had  lliG  man  been  mad?  Lord  Ilaslinfjiuun  bit  bin 
Up — lie  irowned — he  wa§  a  fool  to  think  it  Yet 
what  di<l  hit  manner  to  her  mrun?  Divided  as  Chad- 
wick  ma  from  her  by  comparative  diounce,  he  taw 
tliere  was  a  meaning  in  the  manner.  Ari<l  her's  to 
him  ?  There  was  a  myMerj-,  and  he  continued  to 
muM'  on,  to  marvel,  to  surmise,  to  repel,  to  reject,  to 
dotiht  again.  Yet  her  voice  waa  very  low  luid  sweet 
when  addressed  to  him — tremulouBly  low  periiaps. 
The  situation  »o  public  in  which  she  found  herseli^ 
following  a*  it  did  on  an  interview  so  interesting — 
might  not  tlut  convert  consciousneM  into  pain  ? 

He  was  speaking  to  her  in  a  voice  nearly  as  low 
as  her  own,  when  Manitfield,  in  the  unceremonious 
hilarity  of  his  henri,  called  her  attention  to  hims«lf. 

"  Do  you  know  what  1  have  been  about*  Miss 
Momington  f 

Lady  Meldon  tlmughl,  that  whatever  Mr.  Mansfield 
might  have  bi-cn  about,  Mijcs  MornJiigton  could  not 
possibly  be  llic  l)«tier  for  tlie  knowledge. 

"  I !  no  !" 

"  I  bare  been  standing  up  in  defence  of  Jupiter — 
Jupiter,  who  seldom  wields  bis  thunder  in  bcliaJf  of 
himself,  let  them  say  what  they  will." 

Alas !  Jupiter,  with  or  witliout  his  thunder,  was 
full  of  terrors  for  Hontia.  It  is  to  be  presumed  so 
at  lonst,  for  the  simple  sound  of  hLi  name  struck  at 
the  unsubfllanlial  edifice  of  Iter  forced  composure,  and 
it  shook  henenib  iu 
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atientions,  docs  any  one  know  wbetlier  Herbert 
FulcQiirr  itan  left  Clieltenbam?  I  Uiink,"  lie  mid, 
luniing  to  Mr.  Langley,  *<  you  told  me  you  saw  Lim 
tbere  a  aliort  tiin«  ago.  Lounging  still,  perhaps,  at 
one  of  tbc  liotcU?  NotbJng  more  likely.  He  will 
liive  to  bring  liU  lounge  to  «i  end  now,  I  suspect," 
be  continaed  in  a  low  voice  to  Mr.  Langley.  "You 
htve  DO  idea  what  a  fool  tbe  boy  ntade  of  tiiR»elf< 
I  told  yoa  somclbing  of  this  the  otlicr  day." 

Tliough  Mniuficld's  low  tones  werv,  in  general, 
only  high  ones  apparently  become  sutlilenty  ashnmed 
of  theofielves — a  sort  of  muffled  pea),  with  tbe  rattling 
spirit  held  in  abeyance — he  certainly  coniriveil  now  to 
catch  decorum  enough  for  ili«  exigency  of  the  occa- 
uon;  and  Lord  Hanlin^iiain — a  most  fortunate  acci- 
dent— for  it  watt  an  acddeiit,  and  thv  rcMutt  one  that 
could  not  have  been  reckoned  on — did  not  receive 
the  benefit  of  wlial  was  intended  for  Mr.  Langley. 
Bui  he  aavr  that  Mansfield  glanced  ut  Horatia — and 
li«  had  beard  tbc  word  *'  attentions." 

**  My  dear  CbarUV  »aid  Mrs.  Mansfield,  "if  you 
remember,  Mr.  Falconer  only  stayed  for  the  ball." 

"  Ay,  only  stayed  for  the  ball — so  lie  did.  I  foigot 
that — young  men  Iwve  always  something  to  stay  for 
— very  natural — very  allowable.  I  never  knew  ibein 
want  an  excuse  in  my  life.  Danced  all  night,  I  snp* 
pose,  to  the  tune  of  Alice  Gray." 

"  Charles,  Lord  Meldon  has  jii«t  l>ecn  telling  me, 
that  Lord  William  InrtOMue  mean*  to  sell  that  horse 
after  nil,  that  you  took  such  a  fancy  for ;  and  you 
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kt  like  8  Mng  pptn6e<)t  lirart  and  all.  Ha! 
Had  tlic  limitation  Wvn  liappy !  Hcavcit  and  «urtb  t 
What  an  id™  was  th«t ! — Herbert  Falconer ! . . . . 
Wliat  could  Mam^field  mean  ?  But  Horatia,  why 
tDiul  it  be  Iloraua?.. ..  WKyi'....IIad  not  Maiis- 
G«ld  gbnocd  at  lier  as  he  spoke  ?  Had  she  not  trem- 
bled?  Dc  Grey! WImt  »iw  it  ho  ImuI  said  "i"* 

yon  will  find  lu-r  aZ/nvrf— "altered !"  Ha  !  and  De 
Grey  bad  oaiil  too,  Herbert  Falconer  had  been  stay- 
ing at  Temple  Bourae — she  Wl  been  nervous  when 
lie  spoke  of  Temple  Bourne.  Chadwick — be  (ben 
perhaps  knew ....  this  must  be  sifted. 

Lord  Haslingliam  gazed  on  Horatia  with  pent 
breath.  Hrr  colour  withered  beneath  the  gnze — tliat 
colour  which  «houl(l  liave  ruiliod  fortli  in  its  Hdvnm 
of  beaaly,  under  the  eye  of  love.  How  \  Turn  pale 
—the  lip  writhe — the  knee  qmrer — the  hand  fall  on 
the  lap— cold — powerless  I  He  nw  too  tliai  Chad- 
wick  ob«:rred,  and  seemed  to  comprehend  it  all.  He 
would  question  bim.  The  hidden  torment  worked — 
the  cloud  was  on  hia  brow — and  she — she  felt  that  it 
was  there. 

The  dinner  was  over.  Tlie  ladie«  hud  witlidrnwn. 
Anotlier  qnartcr  of  an  hour,  and  Lord  Ilaslingluim 
phiced  his  arm  in  Cbadwick's — they  entered  tlie  park 
together. 


i 


Oa.-ASlm,tom 


THETwalkedonal 
•  delidoas  cvenii^' 


TIIK    tlNOAGEllENT. 


213 


•Ipnesblo— n  luMt  n>orc  di-ltglilful.  He  preHtdcs  in  the 
true  seiuc  of  tbe  term — be  gives  ibc  tone,  aa<l  liU 
gncftts  respond  to  iL  I  subscribe,  my  itear  lord,  in 
full,  to  the  trutb  of  ibe  report  you  made  regarding  him 
Rt  Vienna.  His  duughter  w  very  beautiful.  Under 
Invour  of  tlie  Holitiidc  in  nliicii  we  find  ourMlres,  I 
congratulate  you  on  that  beauty." 

"  Beautiful !  true— true — very  beautiful." 

"  A  flower  tluit  yoit  arc  to  tmnsplunt  from  its  soli- 
tude. I1ie  eyes  of  other  men  will  follow  a»  you  bear 
her.     1  was  much  struck  with  her  at  the  ball." 

*•  Ball !  what  ball  ?" 

*•  Tlie  Mitster  of  the  Ceremonies'  ball  at  Chelten- 
ham." 

"  The  one  Uiat "     Lord   Hm^inglmm  paused. 

"  Mansfield  said  something  about  a  ball,  1  tiiink 
— — Wm  slie  admired  T' 

"  How  citti  you  ask  that  cjueslion  ?** 

Lord  Hsjilingliam  mused  a  moment  or  two.  **  She 
has  been  gay,  tJien,  during  my  absence  ?  What  were 
they  saying  at  dinner  about  a  Fancy  Fair  ?" 

"  'I'he  Fancy  Fair  at  Mr.  Mansfield's,  perhaps,  you 
mean  ?" 

"  Had  Mansfield  a  Fancy  Fair?  Were  you  there  ?" 

"  No ;  but  1  heanl "  Cliadwick  stopped  ab- 
ruptly. 

"  Wliat  did  you  hear  ?" 

"  The  thing  went  off  well,"  said  Chadwlck,  care- 
lessly; "  k'xtremely  well;  and  they  had  a  fine  moon- 
\igin  evening  too ;   I  remember  being  told  tlmt :  and 
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There  wus,  on  the  part  uf  Lord  HMliiifrluun,  u  short 
iiikI  moody  silcnoe.  At  length,  as  if  carrying  on  the 
chain  of  his  rocdinuioiis,  hr  sui<l : — 

"  But  he  must  be  a  boy — a  mcr*  boy.  Herbert 
— yes — tlie  e)<le(U  son — but  still  a  ta<l.  1  had  for- 
gotten." 

"  We  remember  the  yo<itli  of  boys,"  said  Chadwick, 
"  when  they  overlook  tlie  fact  themi*e1vc«.  Herbert 
Falconer  no  longer  considers  hiotsclf  a  boy." 

**  IMd  you  see  miidi  of  him?" 

"  I  fell  in  with  him — or  rather  I  should  my,  I 
sought  him  :  as  you  obeerve,  however,  lie  is  a  mere 
boy.  My  occasional  confeiencM  with  hint  are  hardly 
deservinft  of  mention  here." 

"  Conferences  i  What  could  you  confer  with  liim 
about r 

"  We  had  a  great  deal  of  idle  gossip  together,"  re- 
plied Chadwick.  "  Mrs.  MnniiAeld- -wlwt  a  pretty 
wonuin  mho  is.  Aa  for  her  \k^  lord — how  lie  made 
Langley  laugh." 

**  And  so  Falconer  spoke  to  you  about  the  Fancy 
Fulr?  Did  be  mL-ntioii — I  mean,  did  he  refer  parti- 
culurly  lit  Miss  Morniiigton  ?" 

**  He  could  not  fail  to  refer  to  her.  Mitw  Morning* 
ton  could  scarcely  »{>[H'ar  in  such  a  scene,  and  not  be 
die  msfrnct  to  attract  all  ej-es — I  was  going  to  say,  nil 
fcMrts ;  but  the  consciousness  that  it  was  no  longer  in 
her  power  to  dispose  of  her  own,  may  be  presume<l  to 
have  cuiiotcriicted  the  force  of  the  uttruclion.  He 
satisfied,     bhe  gave  not  the  elightest  cncouragemcrit 
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**  Tbcrc  is  tome  misuko,"  said  Cliadn-irlt ;  "  lie  did 
not  dancv  with  brr." 

"  Y(Mi  Wild  w  but  a  RUMnent  ago" 

"  I  repeat,  iheri;  Li  some  mistake;  he  did  uot  dance 
with  her;  and  there,  indeed,  the ^erancc  lies." 

**  This  is  very  strange,"  said  Lord  Haslingham : 
**  you  «ud  distinctly  that  he  diinccil  with  her — that  it 
WIS  natnral  he  should  diiiici-  witlt  her." 

«  Hal-exckime.l  Chadwick;  "  did  I  say  that?  I 
— >I  nee  now — no  miilter.  I  was  not  thinking  of  Fal- 
coner. He  had  intended,  douhtleis,  to  secure  to  him- 
self the  pleasure  of  dancing  with  hor,  bat  he  was  not 
permitted  to  do  so." 

The  side  shot  fell  harmless. 

■*  That  was  considerate  of  Sir  Hubert,"  laid  Lord 
Hoslingham.  "  I  luivc  been  too  liastv  ;  but  her  ex- 
ccMivc  Detvou»nes8 — And  so  you  think  her  very 
beautiful?" 

*'  How  ciiii  I  tliink  her  otherwise  7" 

'*  And  then  ho  guileless— so  full  of  gay  thoughts." 

"  Her  disposition  is  gay,  then  T'  said  Chadwick. 

"Yes;  why  doyouudc?  Tlicre  are  times  when 
tenderness  contests  it  wiili  gaiety.  Besides,  I — I  gave 
her  pun,  I  fear.  I  should  not  liavc  distrusted  her.  I 
see  xhc  knew  how  to  guard  her  own  dignity — tliiit 
others  also  guarded  it  for  her.  Did  young  Falconer 
give  you  his  confidence  of  his  own  accord?  But  I 
forget— I  believe  you  said  you  drew  it  from  him?" 

"  I  drew  it  from  him." 

•>  And  the  motive  for  doing  this  ?    But  whcreCare 
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*•  Y'ou  thank  God  for  ber  coldnew  ?" 
**  Yet— but  g;o  on.     He  was  ruffled  dien  ?" 
"  He  WM  rafflvd.     I  (ouclied  tie  train,  and  it  ex- 
,ploded.     'Dit'  nuilcrials  hiid  been  collecting  ever  since 
Ithe  day  of  Mr.  Maiufivld'n  Faiic)-  Fair — or  before." 
I     »*  Yet,"  iiiterfuptpd  Lord  Ha«lingban),  "  repulsod 
'Irom  t)ie  first,  he  bad  tbe  audairily  to  pencvcro?     I 
icould  ciufil)  him,  but  tbat  I  laugh  at  him.    I  do  wrong 
ito  be  angry  with  the  folly.     God  forgive  me  I     He  is 
young.- 

"  Ay,  keep  your  anger.     He  has  had  his  moroenu 
|of  bittcmcfH — he  wm  made  to  have  lliem." 
I     "  I  felt,  1  ackivowledged  last  night,  that  I  ought 
never  to  biive  doubted  her.     For  1  haJ  <loubted  her." 
I     "  You  acknowledged  it  last  night/" 
I     **  1  did — 1  owetl  her  tbe  reparation— I  confetts  tliat 
tl  owed  it     Sbe  was  in  tbe  plantation  when  I  arrived, 
and  1  joined  her  there." 

■'  May  1  reuture  to  ask — think  not  I  ant  vranting 
jjo  delicacy— tbut  I  urn  either  forward  or  free— but  may 
1  ask,  how  tlie  acknowledgment  was  received?" 

"  With  twd  yet  loving  twire.  I  have  ma<le  her 
weep  before,  Chadwick ;  and  liad  1  not  spoken  to  you, 
iinight  perliaps  have  niade  her  weep  agniii.  I  must 
we  her  inBtantly — I  must  explain — I  must  implore." 

'*  With  loving  tears,"  murmured  Chadwick,  us  to 
himaclf:  "  Why  then—" 

"  The  tears,  you  know,  were  natural" 
"  No  tears  could  be  more  natural,"  replied  Chad- 
wick,  gravely. 
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Knew  it  not?"  said  Lord  HB«liiigIuun,  with  in- 
HignaiitcmpliiLiM.  "  And  you — you,  who  wer«  familiar 
witli  every  movement  of  my  heart,  every  aspiration  of 
ray  sr>ul — you  could  ausp«ct,  you  could  imagine,  you 
coulil  believe,  that  I~t — who  worehip  bo  reverently, 
all  that  is  pur«,  snti  fond,  and  dignified,  in  woman, 
could  select  for  my  bride  a  creature  who  chose,  or 
who  darol,  to  withhold  lier  heart  ?  Chudwick,  you 
Iiav«  wronged  me" 

"  You  have  been  wronged,  but  not  by  me." 

k«  Wronged'     How?" 
"  Were  you  not  wronged  at  Vienna  ?" 
*<  Spenk  not  of  Vienna.     I  Imtc  the  very  name.     I 
bate  Au  name." 

"  .-Vnd  nhe — you  taught  her  perhap«  also  to  bate  his 
name  ?" 

"  Speak  not  of  Contngsby.     Vet  stay — I  must  ask 
something.      Do  you    know   what   brought   him   to 
Temple  Bourne  ?     What  look  him  thence  i" 
"  I  know  what  took  him  from  Temple  Boume." 
"  She  rejected  him  ?"  asked  Lord  Hielingluim. 
There  was  a  long  deep  pause.     Chudwick  spoke 
at  laKt. 

*'  He  loved  and  was  beloved." 
"Howl    .And  yet  go?" 
**  He  was  compelled  to  go." 

Compelled  V 
"Could  it  be  pleasant  for  bim  to  meet  you?     He 
had  undermined  your  popularity:  he  had  interfered 
with  your  arrangements  at  Vienna." 
t3 
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«0  Godt" 

tie  ataggered  again.tt  a^ree :  Cbadwick  went  up  to 
hiiDi  and  laid  his  band  on  his  shoulder. 

"  House,  my  dear  lord — rousi?.  I^IasHngliam.  liaa- 
IJngltam !  Do  you  heiir  mc?  Answer  me.  Your 
iilcnco  sbirtlm  inc.    Spoak,  do  you  hcnr  mc  i" 

"  I  heard  yoii." 

"  Undo  [luit  cIiiHp,"  and  Chadwick  itrove  forcibly 
to  loosen  Uie  arm  that  was  dung  round  the  tree. 

"What  clasp i*  In  hU  arms:*  In  Coningsby's ? 
Merciful  Heaven  !  Am  I  mad?  Ami  dying?  OItc 
mc  wHtcr,  wator!  1  um  choking,  give  mc  water, 
Chadwicl:.  Hu  !  I  am  better  now,  I  can  draw  my 
breatli  again.    In  liis  arms,  and  you  taw  it  ?" 

"  Let  us  speak  of  it  no  more.  1  r^et  tltat  I  have 
fiai<l  30  much — you  forced  it  from  me.  Your  noble 
confidence  in  her  love — the  iiubmtasion  of  your  lofty 
nature — it  pained  me  to  see  thetn  mocked  and  tram- 
pled on,  and  so  repaid !" 

"  She  has  repaid  mc." 

"  Be  culm." 

"  I  nm  calm ;  the  love  hM  been  vrrendied  out  of 
mc — the  agony  was  very  terrible.  I  hore  that  agony; 
DOW  I  can  bear  anything.  I  must  hear  all;  tell  me 
therefore  all ;  I  repeat  I  can  bear  it ;  more,  1  choose 
to  bear  it.  From  this  bench  I  stir  not  till  you  speak. 
Speak  Chudwick  1  I  insist  that  you  s]>eak.  She  is 
nothing  tome  Dovr.  My  tliougbts  are  with  him;  I 
must  know  all — every  thing — all,  all  !'* 

"  You  shall  know  iL" 
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••  Slop— give  ne  tttne.  He,  I  hated  htm !  but  I 
funewd  th«TC  wu  a  touch  of  the  bonaurnblv  in  hb 
nature  too;  he  was  of  my  house.  I  deemed  Iilm  nm- 
bilious ;  the  arobiiion  carrieil  him  loo  far ;  still  it  wan 
iunbitton.  Do  wrong  by  stealth — and  such  a  wroag  I 
'I*hus  ihua  in  tlie  dark,  I  distant,  crouch  and  grasp  at 
that  wbicli  bcWnj^isI  to  me  t  No,  no ;  I  cannot  be- 
lievc  it.  Spenk  truth  of  him,  Chiidwick,  for  God'i 
sake  MpL-ak  truth ;  my  kiitsmao,  ao  near  in  blood !  Tldi 
It  honibic  I    1  do  not  want  to  belUve  it." 

"  Neitlier  did  I  wish  to  believe  it ;  I  ooold  not 
luive  believed  it  but  for  what  I  saw." 

*'  Saw  1  Begin  ....  count  over  to  me  the  stepi  d 
the  eril  as  it  stole  on.  1  hold  my  breatli — I  will  not 
lose  a  word.  The  commencement  of  all  this — tint  il  it 
ilial  bewilder*  me.  With  bis  eyes  <^en  I  hated  hum 
hot  be  never  hated  me.  No,  1  felt  that;  to  opea 
hearted,  to  right-minded  aaa  boy;  but  the  wotM" 
umhition — tlioy,  tlicy  corrupted,  they  clutnged  hlD. 
God  help  both  him  ati<l  ne  )  W«  ttuid  in  the  di-nih 
gap  now — be  poasei  not  forth— h«  sbalt  not,  and  fhc 
standing  there  to  watch  for  him  *     Ilegin." 

"  They  met  at  Temple  Bourne." 

"  I  know  it  I  To  bo  thus  fooled  1  Every  throb 
that  I  fell,  tltal  I  counted  laM  night,  wu  for  liim." 

"  I  told  yoH  I  could  not  have  given  credit  to  th* 
treachery,  had  I  not  »een  bow  he  loved,  and  bow  )m 
WM  permitted  to  indntge  the  love. . . ." 

"  Pcnnilt«<l  f  and  she  suffered  it  frxrtn  me  !  Sif* 
fered,  ay,  in  every  sense  of  the  word  sbe  tyJH^, 
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GiAcioas  Hcawn  !  The  artel  plea.«nr«  of  that  dmun ! 
Talk  of  liim  to  lier— careai  her  as  I  did  so— remind 
liernotoiily  by  what  I  said,  but  by  what  1  did, of  him! 
Go  on." 

*■  I  could  not  credit  it.  Like  yoii,  I  esteemed  tlierc 
was  a  p^orm  of  the  noble  yet  witliin  him — that  a 
touch  of  ihc  compunctious  would  have  strangled  the 
fint  aigh  tluit  interfered  witli  yours.  Thus  tlieii  1 
heard,  witli  a  degree  of  incredulity  at  least,  the  details 
pven  me  by  Falconer.'* 

"  It  was  of  tliis  then  he  spoke  to  you  7" 

"  It  WW,  and  you  mny  remember  I  swight  to  turn 
nside  the  current  of  your  (|uestioriiiig.  I  dreaded 
adding  fuel  to  the  old  enmity  that  lay  amotliercd 
witliin  you.  I  was  conscious  too  that  it  was  her  wiiih 
and  her  aim  that  you  should  not  bo  undeceived.  I 
knew  that  the  deceit  made  yon  happy.  Should  I 
strike  with  rude  li:uid  at  the  basis  of  that  liappincss  ? 
The  honesty  of  my  nature  struggled  with  its  kindli- 
ne«.  Again,  Sir  Hubert — so  proud  of  his  daughter, 
so  attached  to  you — the  tusk  was  an  ungracious  one. 
I  felt  it  to  be  such ;  but  when,  a»  I  s.-tid,  you  stood  be- 
fore me,  revealed  in  tlie  trusting  integrity  of  your  own 
high  nature,  I  yielded  way  to  the  secret  tide  of  in- 
dignation that  was  swelling  within  me.  Against  my 
secret  judgment  porltups  I  Npolte,  but  I  was  your 
Iriend  —  my  blooti  boiled — I  could  be  silent  no 
longer." 

*>  You  were  silent  too  long.  You  let  me  take  back 
l5 


FMigetnoe  oagfct  to] 
•uaded,  tUt  the  time 
*?H,  and  dearly  anrf  , 
between  the  error  of 
man." 

"  I  do,  and  he  sha 
deeply  aa  I  feel  it." 
'*  I  saw  them  at  the 

"ot  at  first  on  your  aeco 
known  Coningsby.     i. 

*as  yoor  affianced  brid 

P«'d  her,  the  attention, 

«>"«  looked  a«d«,„8irf^ 

"hi^pered  to  me,  'that 

"ngham.'     I  started~| 

«*e,  but  for  your-s.      p. 

2    .^.l..'^'--^'^/  ^ 
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0TCD  in  secret,  to  fix  a  blight  upon  my  nane; — I 
icpcat)  1  wislwd  not  to  deem  him  capable  of  medi* 
tating  M  gu-nt  n  wrong.  All  this  staggered  me^ 
and  the  world's  e)-«  oti  him  the  wbilc — it  seemed 
impoBsible." 

"  Enough,  he  di<l  it ;  1  must  know  how  it  was  done. 
Sbc — sb« — did  site  encourage  those  dark  advance<i 
from  the  first?" 

"  I  do  not  know,  for  I  could  not,  ii8  I  have  hinted, 
confide  alwf/eiher  in  ihf  relation  of  Hert>crt  Falconer. 
Uc  was  jealous,  annoyed,  stung ;  pcrluips  he  magni- 
fied, pcrhapB  he  misunderstood,  perhaps  be  misstated. 
lA't  us  h<^  that  be  did  so." 

"  1  bare  done  witli  hope — all  I  ask  is  knowledge. 
And  EleMior  BellvisJe  ....  wicJi  tiiosc  soft  eyes  upon 
him...." 

Lord  Haslingbam  patued  abruptly.  That  im^e 
rose  before  his  mind,  and  the  diimnlered  thoughts  stood 
itill.  Veiled  as  he  still  beheld  her,  a  brcatii  in  which 
there  was  Iwim  was  felt  by  him,  and  it  slightly  moved 
iJie  veil. 

"  She  present  whom  he  liad  loved — for  onoe  be 
loved  Iter.  Chadwick,  I  know  he  loved  ber.  1  bncied 
too  she  loved  bim.  Tbat  idea  swayed  me.  Perhap.^ 
the  idea  was  false,  yet  it  haunted  me  then.  I  could 
Dot  think  ol  him,  without  reverting  to  her;  and  1 
would  not  tlunk  of  her,  becaufie  it  brought  me  back  to 
him.  And  so  I  continucil  flill  to  link  them  together 
in  my  mind — else — else — perhaps — yes.  What  am  I 
thinking  of?  But  for  that  idea  too — knowing  him  tts 
I  L  6 
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Why 


wodun's  idol — I 

1  at  the  duk  tnitfa  it  has  bta 

1 1»  a»  Vlat  faint}-  w»  nine  1    Aai 

•fcrrak  from  dm — and  bt 

L  tmi  ifiot  dM  I  >n,  I  deemed  her  j«aloai. 

I  At  had  had  eamt  for  lin  jealousy ! 

IttGWI^bnaEiniMirBelkule!  And  I 

Imdki^  Mighl-ny.   Jcdowl 

Tk  andiieo  tarn  in  Uii  Urn 
•Mf  U«  ID  tlw  qtticii. 
En  W  aadd  ^aifc,  LdrJ  HiBaghiiin  went  on:— 
l—a'BiiiBg.  Did  kbe  with  id  ll^ 
«f  fchthatJ  ia  my  hemxu  httaim 
ta  lb  OMV?  Bat  wby  fix  on  Ker? 
Mkj  fa  A  ks,  Oarfnek?  No  grooii'd  to  bdM  oa. 
TWM«waBKtieni»;res,  Inarknl  tbennxietyi 
»<«  — rfhift  mJ  Aea  Id  wk  me  if  I  did  ad 
ikUk  Ar  vam  mf  btiwtifiJ,  aiul  bow  it  wag  slie  d*i 
Ml  awn  It  Vitrnmi  nJ  tell  ne  tku  I  did  not  n- 
tmar  Wf  wlal  a«aU  it  all  lataB  ?  And  I  rrnemtMr, 
m^  m  ika  ^m,  At  tfcicfceJ  bnwif  m  slie  sftoht- 
■fcj  ^aU  Ar  ApA  hwntf?" 

It  u  ipeak :— »'  Pi-rlu^M  w  uu- 

of  the  flNii  Am  loved  in  wcrH 

■f  tUi  qoodoiting  uf  whidi  jw 

Sk  WM  piabaUj'  eoaadow.    Slie  gii««Md-- 

■Jifcl  haT«  been  told— ay,  mn  ukl— tW 

,  tUtmh  land  Cmaapby." 

aMlav»Un,'Hud  LonI  HoaUflgteA 
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ng  from  tiiv  bench,  an<I  stamping  his  foot  witli 
violence  on  tlic  ground.  "  Before  bearen  1  aMCit  tliat 
■he  (lot-s  not  He  cotiM  not — lie  would  not  then  have 
(lone  what  liv  hits  done.  I  feci  it — 1  know  it.  Slic  do«8 
not  love  him.  Would  to  God  I  had  been  unare  of  lhi8> 
when  1  iiooA  in  her  sweet  presence  at  Vienna!" 

Chadwick  hit  bis  lip.  *'  Pardon  rae ;  I  believe  that 
she  loves  Coniugfiby.  I  told  you  tliat  was  my  belief 
at  Vienna." 

"  You  did  ;  and  then  I  thanked  you  for  the  opinion 
that  yon  guve  mc.  I  neither  believe  oa  you  do  now, 
nor,if  eom[R>llcd  to  doso,  should  I  thank  you  for  forcing 
the  belief  upon  me.  But  of  that  enoagfa.  I  have  to 
do  for  the  present  with  Coningshy;  the  cool,  delibe- 
rate, circumventing  villain.  Why,  I  had  norotson  to 
hale  bim  till  now.  The  past — I  xcarcely  remember 
tlic  past;  it  seems  a  chaos  of  light  clouds :  but  now  I 
look  up  at  Kim  as  from  the  depth  of  a  crater — I  see 
notliing  but  him.  The  band  is  hot  that  shall  strike 
bim.     Where  ii  be  ?" 

**  In  London  :  he  dRte<l  not  look  npon  the  man  be 
had  injured.  Old  I  not  say  it  became  bim  not  to  meet 
you  ?  He  knew,  moreover,  that  the  work  was  done. 
He  was  your  heir — be  broke  your  marriage — he  de- 
parted." 

"  He  shall  not  be  my  heir.     I  swore  it  at  ViGnRa." 

"  He  left,  indeed,  the  oilitim  of  tlie  taak  wiih  her. 
He  lia<l  «upplante<l  you — it  was  enough.  I  repeat,  he 
was  your  heir — lie  took  away  your  bride." 

"  Was  there  no  bride  but  one  ?" 
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I;  M  before  ibe  tid«  ibol 

k«  overshot  llie  niife 

pUBcd  oil  Ut  pid| 

,  md  dwB  Am  b  tla«w  U  awajr ; 

■gwa. 

■tprecanL  ItwwMlUti 
■tf  dv  pniart  io  an  □niwfvJml  foUott 
I  a«^'  te  added,  Id  a  low  cmpluuio  UM 
1  eaa&m  he  had  b  rightwH 
rpnMffity  thai  a  dugu»t  to  all  woolj 
■{  the  tKftehery  of  omI 
!  pvkipa  the  bmh  rMAj 
He  mnooed  thus,  baaanU 
Y«a  U  ehMM  dw  aopnetned  bcHi-] 
fM.  WmktM,  pmdbia  yon  iiii|(h| 
ike  hnudotw  experiment  apinl 
Vaa  had  knit  ad  leadcnw  m  ■  youi^  and  gfOileM 
,  •&•  1^  M  }«t  Mefiped  acnM  the  thfeahoU  •< 
«lai\h*aB — bot&lMhood  pawed  orer  it  tooNt 
Horn  coald  jva  pal  trufrt  io  tbofte  wbn  had  ben 
bj  the  iMmag  wU^ien  of  a  court — who  Wi 
M  lata  vUe  bra  told  either  hb  fuoM  «| 
iii  fcM»  Md  tad  ■ndmiaa  J  at  the  £nt  word,  sod  yM! 
U  hiw««lpkMediolatea  tothen  all?  He»r| 
TiaW  ajaii     Tn  lir  apin  rlrrrirrl'"  | 

«DMch«d!  Y«i  say  right  — ciwlly  decriwJ.' 
T*  iM  BW  lit  by  bsr  m  ahe  did — let  me  carev  htt— 
Wr  ae  apeak  of  tarn — aod  «ay  nothing.  O  God ' 
Bai  I  rostaber  dow,  (hare  waa  a  ahudder  thra :  ■< 
•«■  I  who  abooM  hare  •huddrred.     I  will  lAiuffi 
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home.  And  slic  had  met  his  advances  even  at  T«iDpl« 
Bourne  ?" 

"  She  had ;  an<l  then  came  the  Fancy  F«ir,  ami  the 
•w«ot  lingering  moonlight  ramble.  I  liad  it  nil  from 
Fnlconer ;  and  he,  poor  boy,  was  fiung  rudely  from 
the  psili :  and  people  whispered  that  Cooingsby  was 
riglit  to  vmt4:h  so  unremittingly  over  his  cousin's  bride. 
He  wntcheii  over  bcr,  indeed  ;  but  it  was  not  for  your 
mke  he  watched  her.  Thus,  tlieii,  it  went  on  till  tliu 
day  of  tlie  tttll.  I  told  yoa  that  my  friendship  for  you 
prompted  me  to  question  Falconer;  but  you  gues&ed 
Dot  tbvn  tlic  bearing  of  my  questions.  I  had  seen  what 
othen  did  not  see." 

*'  There  was  ono  eUc  wito  mw  it,"  said  Lord  Has- 
lingham,  suddenly;  "  one  otJier  who  knew  it — tliat 
person  was  De  Grey." 

"  Perhaps  so,"  said  Chadwick;  "  but  it  has  not 
been  my  fortune  to  full  in  with  him,  except  on  tliat 
Diglit;  and  we  were  not  iivun  iiitroducmd  to  eadt 
otiicr." 

"  It  was  my  fortune  to  fall  in  with  him :  we  met  M 
Oaford.  It  pleased  him  to  address  himself  enigntuti- 
cally  to  mc,  and  the  riddle  was  a  dark  one.  1  was  de- 
sired to  take  bred  to  her  reply.  I  heed  it  now — and 
this  is  '  woman's  trutit,'  tlint  ww  to  repay  me  for 
*  man's  hollowiieai !'  Did  the  words  sting  her  as  slie 
read  ?  Combine  with  the  very  man  of  whom  I  thought, 
to  betray  roe !    Go  on." 

"  It  was  two  days  after  the  ball,  I  rode  over  to 
Moniington;    Mra.  Fercival  look  me  to  call  on  Lady 
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roB. 


Morntn^n  to  go  with 

On  tLe  nnd  wv  met  CMi 

ihangb  1  affirm  it  not,  ll^ 

^  Ut  ■Ktvenipnts.     Mattt— «i 

hK:  1  MipKtcd  wbitlier  be  v^ 

mi  ib.  Langlcy  had  ridden  M 

■r  MMk,  b*  ntMt  iuitr«  fitlle*  [{ 

k  ««  a  &vt  wliidi,  vidio^ 

oo,  (or,  dnoe  Hi 

aod  be  haa  be«)  «)mJ 

At  all  «<renti,  H 

«(  tlM^r  aba«noe,  M 

tStitd  bun  wconiy 

I  coofne  to  have  hut* 

bat  M  bnberHJ 

Mtkn  bvr  ioUMM 

of  tfac  UU.    I^ 

1  bavebetf^ 

Mf  own  apBitflKMN 

it  b  no  oii-M 

that  Coaiti|tib}i| 

be  aboaU  &kI  Mia: 

Bt  ««  t«l  btf  atoiM^     Ywj 

,  jnof   \ttttt 

Ma.  Pmind  fay  m.    Tkn 
Vfe  WU  {b  tbraMb«lM^ 
He  beU  diatptf- 
Mr*.  Percinl  and  I 
I— Iwi  lovcn  aw  pnm 
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to  linger — fnxni  Temple  Bourne.  Wc  alighted,  uiid 
she  propAsed  ittiowing  me  a  iiiii);iii<icciit  c»ctu«,  ptucud 
near  a  Freiicli  window  at  llie  Kide  of  tli«  hotme.  She 
U>M  me,  OS  we  found  oonielvea  tlierr,  we  might  as 

well   enter  by  that  window.     We  did  enter she 

was  in  liis  urms But  I  pain  you." 

"  Go  on." 

"  Tliere — and  in  tears — loviiuf  tfort — I  borrow  the 
words  froin  you — tender,  betraying,  paHsioiiate  tears. 
Me  was  kissiiij;  them  away — ay,  again  and  again  he 
tdascd  them.  Your  letter  was  lying  on  the  table — I 
knew  (lie  hand  writing — there  it  h>y  opi-n,  close  to 
him;  he  might  have  read,  had  he  so  chosen  ;  but  he 
unw  occupied  with  her.  We  entered — «hc  sprang 
from  him— tlierc  he  stood  cowed,  conviclwi,  thunder- 
Rtruck,  quniliitg  under  my  eye — yet  even  then  a 
glance  followed  her.  So  close,  an<t  in  a  moment  so 
divided  !     How  he  must  have  cursed  me  !" 

I^>rd  Hoslingham  was  fearfully  pale ;  but  a  stern 
oom]>osnre  KctlK-d  on  his  compressed  lip,  and  lie  said) 
*■  Mrs.  Percival  then  saw  this  too?' 

"  She  did." 

**  And  I  was  to  marry  under  farour  of  her  silence  ? 
I  ihaiik  her.  Like  her,  to  the  last — this  superfine 
consideration  for  the  feelings  of  others.  So  she  knew 
it — De  Grey  knew  it — all  knew  it, — and  I  was  to 
marry  \   I  tliaiik  ibem  all." 

"  No*  Sir  Hubert  knows  nothing." 

**  Hiank  God  I  It  would  have  pained  me  to  the 
death  li«d  he  known  it  too.    But,  Alansfield  T' 


THE    EXOAGtUENT. 


"  Mr.  Man&Seld  knows  notKin^  either?" 
"  But  the  WS9  vvry  pale  when  be  spoke.   I  remeoi- 
ber  •be  tuned  [wle." 

*•  Whrn  be  epoke  oboui  iiuiiogf 

»  YCB." 

"  Why,  the  dog  . . . .  w«  fouait  bim  in  the  tlnntii; 
roon.  Coninipby  muttered  iwmetbing  to  Mnt.  Per- 
oral itbaul  tbe  animal  bavintf  burst  into  th«  rooot 
wHh  violmoe,  Mitt  alarmed  Miat  Momingloo." 

••  But  where  wm  MansBeld?"  said  LaH  Ha*- 
Lin^bom. 

It  suited  not  Mr.  Chiulwick  to  make  Lord  Hw- 
fingbam  acquainted  witJi  th«  fiut  of  CoaingAft 
hairing  approacbcd  Mortiin^n  in  th«  oonpaay  of 
Matulirtd  —  a  circumauoci!  of  nbicb  be  ww  folly 
aware  himself,  from  what  M)u»licld  luul  Miid  on  kit 
eatxance.  He  atwwrred  cvttlwly,  **>lr.  ManidicU 
Ind  lent  the  doff  to  Ointngabyi  I  beltevi',  and  be  bd 
tradteil  him.  Judgv^  tlterefore,  if  the  alliuiion  couU 
be  pleasant  to  Mem  Moniing;ton.  I  have  dow  uU 
,  you  all ;  take  what  pari  you  please." 

"  I  bare  ekocen   that  (wrt     I   nball  see  Iter, 
tbea  searcb  out  Coniogsby." 

"Seeber?    When?" 

"  Now." 

"  His  enaiag  ?    InpotriUe  1" 

"  It  u  not  impoMiUe.  I  shall  know  how  lo  soiB-' 
Don  ker.  Love  haa  many  contrivancee,  and  autnner 
ereniii^  fiivour  them,"  he  added,  with  a  bitter  vmiJft 
**  It  must  bo  doae  at  once,  nr  never.     1  will  pay  h«r 
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tmck  tlic  iteep  deceit  with  which  site  blinded  me. 
Di'lay  [  Do  you  know  mc,  wlicn  you  ipcak  to  me  of 
deUy?  Tnke  your  path — 1  take  mine.  1  wil]  bare 
my  revenge.  WUat !— humble  my  pride  before  licr  ? 
and  fancy  nhile  1  stooped  tliat  ber  eyes  were  on  roe 
— eyes  ibat  followed  liim  into  the  distance,  looking 
love,  and  luking  lore !  Call  her  candid — tell  her  I 
should  have  trusted  lier^and  Iter  thoughts,  her  me- 
mories, her  sympalhie*,  with  him  !  Play  the  fond, 
confiding  fool  in  her  prexence;  touch  the  cheek  be 
had  touched;  and  call  her,  and  believe  ber,  all  my 
own  I  She  bball  drink  of  tlie  cup  I  have  prepared 
for  her,  till  the  heart  shiver  witliin  her.  For  once, 
I  will  pfiiy  the  hypocrite  with  my  nature.  It  is  not 
my  wont — no  matter,  t  shall  be  able  to  do  it.  Leave 
me  now." 

Tlicy  parted. 

Circuin«t]uiccs  fevoured  the  plan  of  LonI  Hiu^ing- 
ham.  Honitia — miocratde  under  the  restraint  imposed 
on  her  by  tlic  presence  of  company  in  the  drawing 
room,  and  apprehen&ive  every  moment  of  ibe  entrance 
of  Lord  IIuAlingham,  who  her  fears  whispered  to  her 
might  he  alone  with  Ouidwick,  and  on  wliotto  brow 
the  had  already  traced  tlie  >rutltcring  of  tlie  atorm — 
bad  taken  advantage  of  an  interval,  when  music  and 
mirth  and  conver^tlon  had  combined  their  claims  on 
tJie  attention  of  those  around  hor,  to  seek  in  ttrin|>i)- 
rury  absence  relief  from  the  bidden  sorrows  tJmt 
oppressed  her.  She  liad  strayed  into  tbe  solitude  of 
that  apuilment  whose  associations  were  at  once  so 
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*  '■t    A  iBull  lamp  Alone  lighted  tp 

I,  tmi  tUi  •xtcnded  a  feeble   portion  of 

ih*  ■MMmtory  Uirougli  whidi  the  hai 

■  tk*  had  made  Iter  escape  from  Lailjr 

1b  tke  ikric  tad  odofocis  kImiIs  tba 

a  the  same  too — fnhtn,  ia 

af  ymmriyjiaianf.  Lord  Hasljai^liain  kd 

■■  m  pleased  uspenae  the  folfil* 

wt  Hontia.      Ic  cfaanoed  dat 

Ul  MCpa  fiiected  now. 

E|^  h»  ouxht  sight  of  tlie  wUle 

toa^  of  hope,    to  liinti  » 

W  *«■<  «B.    She  aaw  him— «lie  pemind 

w  BMR.    A  sicfatea  cane  over  fa«r,  but 

M(  taea  to  fly— nor,  had  she  dared,  eooU 

ikt  paver  to  >tir.     Standing  tiuai,  a 

«ke  bcbtid  him  rater. 

ejrea  were  ilitiniast ;  hii  wm 
knew  it — be  mm  thnt  «lie  Khook  liefM 
Sha  Immt  aonM  lite  trtUia-wotfc— he 


*  I  vaa  griac  la  seek  jrao." 

*  Y«»— I  <QB>rd  to  be  ikme  with  \*ou  •^[un," 

*  Bat  Aa  liiai  munnuml  Horatia. 
*|  laU  ;>aB  Im>  nigfai  I  fbr^^t  lime  whan  i 
a.      We  flAed  of  autijr  thtnftN    I    belien,  bt 

Ara  day  ia  yoar  meoMiry  ttill  ?" 
•  Baw  KMgr  la  a»h  that  I  Can  I  forget  m  seonr 
•'  Caa  fM  fnfH  aa  aooo  ?  ....  Ah  !  tbi*  ptue- 
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here  I  stood  when  Mr.  D»dli-y  ■.■ntcn-d  itiat 
room  to  antioiiiice  liis  proponrd  dupurture.  'Hut  wm 
a  foolish  joloaiy,  Horiitia.  1  promise  never  to  be 
jcalotis  of  you  again.  Out  1  did  not  ihen  know  you. 
I^t  us  go  in ;  it  ta  cold  hen.  I  will  tulk  to  you  tn 
thftt  room.  Once  I  judj^ed  you  fulscly  ilicre;  I  mean 
to  judge  trtdy  now.  It  is  lit,  bc»id<v(,  tlinl  wv  pny 
penance  on  ttic  »{>ul  where  tlie  fuull  liiu  U-vn  com- 
mitted.    Do  you  not  think  so  ?     Come  in." 

A  strange  and  cruel  be  wilder  me  nt  was  settling  on 
the  senses  of  lioratia.  Was  lie  the  same  or  not  ? 
Was  this  love?  or  was  it  anger? — so  calm — too  calm 
for  either.  She  wmted  for  lier  doom.  A  present!- 
ment  was  on  her  that  the  bolt  was  about  to  fall) 
though  tlic  sky  looked  clenr. 

llicy  went  In.  Lord  Hajilingliam  looked  around. 
"  This  scene  is  so  familiar  to  me.  1  recal  all  that 
happened  liere.     Tel]  me,  do  you  not  recal  it  too  ?" 

*'  I  do  not  know  what  you  mean,"  said  Iloratia,  in 
a  faltering  vtnce. 

"  Was  ic  not  here  I  beheld  you  so  intent  on  sending 
a  token  of  n?membrance  to  De  Grey?  Was  it  not 
here  you  hade  farewell  . . . ."  He  paused  ;  Iloratia 
abook  in  every  limb  ....  "to  Mr.  Dudley  ?  Was  it 
not  here  I  once  asked  you  to  write  to  me  ?  Perhaps 
here  you  may  have  read  my  letters  ?  Speak — was  it 
not  here  you  reiul  them  f" 

**  I— i — ()  Heaven  I  Yea — yes — I  read  your  last 
letter  here." 

"  I  thought  BO.  1  know  this  is  a  favourite  retire- 
ment  of  your's — a  retirement,   I  confess,   fitted  for 


TRB  EKGAUCMENT. 


239 


bul  Uioiv  was  not,  nor  liail  tlivrc  been,  t))C  slightest 
pleasure  on  those  small  fiiigere,  to  mark  the  passage 
of  hU  feolin^  and  to  explain  tlicm  to  lier.  It  was  0 
touch  that  Tcininfled  her  tliat  she  nas  detained,  ratbrr 
than  that  &lic  was  loved — that  she  was  bound  to  tlie 
spot  on  nhicli  »Iiv  Htoo<l,  ruthvr  than  to  htm  who  stood 
along  with  her  there. 

"  Your  hand  in  cold  atiU  ...  it  ought  to  become 
wann  in  mine ;  it  MemH  to  me,  ut  least,  tt  ought  to 
do  so.  But  the  heart ....  if  the  heart  \»  warm  .... 
and  your  heart  knows  how  to  love  .  .  .  but  look  up  .  . . 
I  want  yoQ  to  study  those  moonbeams — you  are  afraid^ 
perhaps,  Uiut  a  shadow  will  puss  across  them,  and 
startle  you?  Ituttirp  you  not  with  me?  And  privi- 
leged love  is  sweet,  and  makes  us  feci  secure.  We 
cmn  be  aSnUl  of  no  interruption,  can  we,  Horalia? 
How  often  have  I  slept  in  at  ihiit  window  ?  Suppose 
I  bad  done  «o,  and  thus  eome  upon  you  by  surprise" 
—his  voiw*  t^ew  ominously  low — "  the  day  on  which 
you  received  my  last  letter,  Horatia  T' 

"Ob  !  my  God  !  It  is  too  much — I  will  not — I  can- 
not bear  it,"  cHed  Iloraliii,  wresting,  with  desperate 
effort,  her  hand  from  that  of  Lord  I  lasliiighom :  "  For- 
give me,  if  you  have  any  mercy — in  the  name  of  Heaven 
for|>ivi>  mc  !"  and  she  ituuk  on  her  knees  before  bim ; 
and  grasped  his  feet,  and  bowed  lier  head  upon  them, 
and  fainteil,  as  thus  she  crouched,  in  the  prostration  of 
her  fear. 

"  (la  1  who  comes  ?"  esclalmrd  Lori)  Haslii^liam — 
"ber  father  ....  and  thus  find  her  t" 
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Tk  J-ltt  »:» i-iK  :t*'e.ijiie  ^ais  wad  a^ain,  altliOD^ 
■X'la:  ti  itnir^  £■<  eiKi^>K  s£f«  its  tm  receipt,  to 
ecKT  »nir*«ci  st  iiai  3^  :»  Hutwn.  the  iD«iiii 
STH-  mt  *>M!M  ^sx  :tfi.wAffd.  w^Hi  tbe  past  bnwi:! 
not  I  jvonnc  =:<i^  ;^  nim'  qwwr. 

iltnvtobm  Ball  Juffuit. 
y-t  UK-  Ldoai. — V^v  reply  to  tnv  last  paiof 
.-Mtnmmm^a^ni  tits  nMcaed  me  ihb  momiDg.  ^( 
it;«tf~  ziac  I  "il  ^^*  10  VOB  ^aiD  immediaiel] 
)uc  ci-tsi  iac  na  »M  j«  (*nie»tly  expressed  yoi 
jwsin..  I  iMmM  sc£  kitv  vrittrn  br  tbis  day's  pa 
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I  must  write.  My  anxiety  i.i  intense  regarding  the 
movements  of  Lor<t  Haaliiif^bam.  Wlieii  lie  wrung 
my  hand  on  iliat  terrible  niglil,  he  promised  that  the 
iiisUnt  hn  own  wiu  Btcudy  enough  to  guide  the  pen, 
1  should  heur  from  liiin.  I  told  him  tliut  such  u  pro- 
mise would  not  wttUfy  ine — tliat  1  inu»t  heiir  from  him 
at  once.  Hut  I  hour  nothing — 1  cannot  di!»guUe  my 
apprebensionH.  Where  is  Coniiigsby  ?  Where  are 
tliey  boilii'  1  would  run  up  to  London  myself  but 
I  cannot  in  Buch  a  crisis  ubundon  my  Huffering  and 
Tcprnlant  child.  She  is  still  very  ill.  Louis,  yoii 
would  hurdly  know  our  heiirt's  darling.  She  often 
spcnkn  of  yon.  I  say  tliis,  without  the  sligliie^t  wish 
tliat  you  should  come  down  here  :  a  wish  precisely  the 
reverse  »t  this  moment  urges  on  my  pen  :  I  may 
avouch  that  such  a  wish  alao  is  her's.  For  Heaven's 
sake  remain  in  London.  Discover  llaslingbam,  if 
you  can.  She  tells  me,  that  some  du<>-s  since,  yoti 
kiiew  all :  Louis,  I  ought  to  liavc  known  it  too.  Von 
slwuld  have  compelled  her,  ere  you  <le|>arled,  to  cod' 
fide  lliat  all  to  the  parent  who  so  loved  ber.  Armed 
then  with  tlic  knowledge  you  possess,  seek  out  Has- 
lingham.  It  is  a  sad,  sa<l  business ;  be  has  be«n 
hardly  used :  but  that  tliere  has  been  tliroughout  an 
entangling  chain  of  extenuating  circumstances,  1  can- 
not for  an  instant  doubt :  knowing,  as  I  do,  tlie  candttl 
nature  and  honourable  spirit  of  CoiiingAby.  She  lui» 
murmured  indeed  sometliing  to  that  effect.  I  have 
not  allowed  her  to  dwell  on  the  subject — I  dared  not 
— I  trembled  for  ibe  result  of  such  allusions,  such 
VOL.  III.  M 
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wiililiuli),  as  llie  passing  moment  may  inxpErc  and 
require.  The  task,  it  is  true,  will  be  a  painful  otic, 
bul  you  mil!  unguit  yourself  of  tl  unshrinkingly  yet 
cautinubly,  for  the  suke  of  your  dteiished  Iloratia, 
The  alliance  i»  brokon  uiT;  antl  though  he  hud  an 
iDCOiitestiible  right  to  do  as  he  haa  doiir,  wru  alsu  Imvi? 
B  right  lo  be  heard  st  the  bur.  C'od  knuwx  the  blow 
WHS  a  heavy  one  (o  me,  and  came  on  mv  without  pre- 
paration, in  one  riatk  moment.  This,  it  i»  fit  also, 
Lady  Haslin^hum  should  know.  I  deemed,  eren  to 
tlie  last,  thut  I  was  securing  the  happiness  of  my 
child:  it  is  the  will  of  God  tliiit  tbv  bope  should  be 
taken  from  tne,  •ind  for  ever. 

"Call  tlifn,  I  adjure  you,  instiintly  on  Ijidy  Hiis- 
lingbam.  I.ity  before  lier  my  bitter  d  t!>a  ppo  intra  en  t, 
tny  profound  regret.  Beseech  her  topresene  to  me  and 
mine  the  friendship  that  has  subeisted  between  our 
bmities  for  long,  long  years :  and  assure  her,  that 
although  cireumstainces  of  peculiar  delicacy  may  plue  e 
s  barrier  against  tlie  resumption  of  familiar  in  tcr- 
course  for  a  while,  1  yet  soothe  myself  wilL  looking 
forward  lo  a  period,  when  the  aspect  of  some  things 
having  changed,  and  the  memory'  of  others  having 
been  divested  of  tlie  bitterness  that  deforms  the  m 
tiovr,  we  shall  relapse  gradually  and  gratefully  Imic  k 
into  the  companionship  that  ha<l  ever,  for  me,  a  live  ly 
ciiorm.  Tell  her,  that  ere  many  days  etajtse  1  shall 
write  to  confirm  all  that  you  may  have  spoken.  Im- 
plore my  favourite  Julia  lo  use  her  kind  offices  on  this 
deplorable  occasion — to  oct  the  part  of  an  uogel  of 
m2 
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pMctf.    Sk*  liM  mudi  influence,  I  believe,  over 
brotlier. 

"  The  l)«an  left  Temple  Bourne  on  Tliurnrfiiy 
moniiiiii;.  He  look  Miss  Oelleisle  wiili  him.  Get 
him  u>  ca-«>pt'nile  with  yoii,  if  you  can.  He  Um» 
ConiitKsby  as  his  own  son  *  *  *  * 

"  My  mother  haa  jufA  been  in  In  ftpenk  to 
Sbc  linked  if  I  had  meniion.sl  to  yoti,  tbat  the 
WM  in  town.  She  agrees  with  me  that  you  ought  la 
call  on  him.  She  cunlinuca  much  (l«pre!ne<l,  and  ii 
most  kind  to  my  |wor  tpil.  Adieu ;  write  to  tne  whpn 
you  liavo  MCn  I^ady  IIivtlint;bam. 

"Yours  affoctioiuueljr, 

"  Hl'BCkt  Morsingtos." 


v/ei     I 
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IV  Grey  lost  not  a  moment  in  complyinf;  with 
request  of  his  brother,  that  he  sliould  call  on  Ijuly 
Haalingbaro.  On  his  arrival  at  Haslirigluim  Huiu^i 
he  weu  informed  that  her  lady&liip  was  somewhu  ti>- 
dispoM'd,  and  unable  to  sec  any  one.  He  felt  it  mighi 
eventually  prove  of  the  last  importance,  that  an  inter- 
view  should  l>o  obiiiined,  if  not  with  the  motbct,  it 
least  wiUi  ibe  sister  uf  !.Ard  Hiulingliam.  HedeBirril. 
therefore,  tlwt  \m  card  should  be  token  up  to  Ladj 
Julia  Coningsby.  A  few  moments  of  aunpciiM-  oe- 
curriNl.  Few  as  they  were,  lie  recnlled  liasuly  ihr 
varioti^  doubts,  the  imiiginuliunK  and  surmlaei,  UiM 
had  cliased  eaeli  other  tJtrough  hifi  miud,  on  hia  way  u 
Hit&lingham  llottse.  They  liwl  Iteen  nuny  and  con- 
fliciiiig.     He  was  in  idniomnce  wliptlier  or 
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had  bo«ii  any  communication,  direct  or  iodireci,  be- 
tween iMdy  Haslini^ham  and  lier  son — whetber  she 
bad  been  made  awure  or  not  of  the  recent  erenta  at 
Mitniin|rton.  How  wim  tic  to  act?  He  must  observe, 
uml  tlicM  uc^ 

A  mevtnge  from  Lady  Jtiliii  brolce  his  meilitutiun«. 

**  Her  ladysiiip  would  be  happy  to  see  Mr.  De 
Grey." 

An  instant  or  two  more,  and  De  Grey  found  liim- 
self  in  the  presence  of  tho  Hister  of  Lord  Hoslingliuin. 

There  wi«  more  thiin  cotirtray  in  the  welcome  that 
she  tendered  bim ;  and  in  tlie  smtle  tliat  lighled  up  her 
radiant  countenance  as  she  did  so,  De  Grey  read  at 
once  that  she  remained  in  iirnonince  of  the  blow  that 
hud  been  struck  at  the  peace  of  lier  brother. 

He  beheld  in  her  the  softened  image  of  tliat  brotlier. 
The  expression  which  breathed  lustrously  from  tbose 
exquisite  features,  reminded  liim,  however,  nither  of 
Coniiigsby  tlian  of  Lord  Hn'ilinirham.  There  was 
someihing  eloijncntly  soft  in  tlie  splendid  light  of  the 
clear  blue  eyett :  but  there  was  spirit  sleeping  in  dm 
depth  of  the  softness.  The  chiselled  profile — the  rich 
brown  hair — iJie  &uUless  form — the  commanding 
height — and  tho  slight  but  graceful  touch  of  the 
haughty  on  her  brow—  De  Grey  saw  them  nil,  and  he 
fell  the  exceeding  charm  of  the  beauty  iliat  he  saw. 

"  Ami  we  liare  relumed  at  last  to  England,"  said 
La<iy  Julia.     "  Did  you  not  think  we  never  should 
come  bock?     It  is  »o  delightful  to  b«  welcomedi  even 
before  we  look  out  for  the  welcome." 
31   3 
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thcw  now?  But  you  will  My,  mIiv  ouglit  not  to  liave 
tLein  now — lliere  mtut  be  a  cliaiige.  Yvs,  I  nm  hutc 
t^ere  is  a  change,  in  compliment  to  my  brother.  'Diey 
tell  me  those  who  love  grow  seriouS' — and  HsHlitigliam 
wu  born  grave." 

"  It  seemti  to  me,"  said  Dc  Grey,  "  that  if  we  were 
all  l>»rii  grave,  we  should  be*  saved  un  infinite  deal  of 
uoiible  io  the  arrangement  of  our  features  ufternnrdii ; 
do  you  not  think  so '!" 

"No,  1  do  not;  nor  do  I  wish  to  think  so.  And  you 
to  counsel  gravity  too — you,  whom  1  remember  of  old." 

"  How'  Luily  Julin!  you  remember  me  of  old?  1 
trust  I  am  not  ungrateful  for  the  honour  ?" 

"  AIft»l  how  little  have  you  to  be  grateful  for?  I 
remember  you  only  in  part;  much  m  1  do  Horalia." 

"  What  1  with  chains  for  tlie  nun  and  all  (" 

"  No,  not  quile  that:  besides,  the  last  time  1  saw 
yoo — I  perfectly  recollect  tfial  day ;  there  happened 
to  be  a  violent  thunder  storm,  und,  like  a  frighteued 
child.  1  fiindcd  the  sun  hud  gone  away  for  ever." 

"  How  often  does  tliat  fear  return  on  u»,"  tuid  De 
Grey,  *'  when  we  arc  no  longer  children,  iu  reference 
U>  the  heart,  and  any  sun  it  maket  for  it«elf  ?" 

"  Makes  for  itself?  but  cannot  you  be  satiaiied  with 
the  sun  tliat  comes  on  the  heart  naturally  ?  You  re- 
mind mc  of  Ilaslingham,  just  because  you  do  not  re- 
mind me  of  him.  I  accuse  him  of  being  fond  of  making 
a  shufU-,  and  then  silting  down  within  it.  However, 
be  has  stcpl  out  of  it  at  last.  (),  Mr.  I)e  Grey,  if 
you  could  ^cy  tlic  pleasure  the  intimation  of  his  pro- 
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Grey.     "  How  coulit  I  te!!? — I  Im*l  nol  seen  ber  ! — 
If  Huulbuciw-nhcr!" 

"  I  trust  in  Heav<>n,"  i^ucli  was  liis  r«pty,  "  be 
IB  well.     He  was  well,  when   my  brotlier  saw   bim 

\m." 

**  Saw  btin  laKt !  What  do  you  mean  ?  Not  ut 
Moniington  ?  How  is  (his  ?  We  liuvv  *cv»  notliinf; 
of  liim.  Tbe  servants,  llie  whole  boiiaeliuM,  belifve 
liim  to  be  at  Morninglon.  He  is  ill — be  must  be  ill. 
O,  Mr.  Dc  Grey,  keep  me  not  la  this  terrible  hmb- 
peti«e.     Wlierc  is  Hflslingliain  ?" 

"  I  do  not  know.     My  brwtbcr^ '* 

"  You  do  not  know?     And  wliere  Horatia?" 

"  I'bey  arc  parted — it  mnst  be  told — (bey  are  no 
lunger  any  thing  lo  eadi  other." 

Lady  Julia  sank  on  her  chair.  Again  site  fixed  her 
eyes  on  De  Grey, 

■*•  Parted  !  Nothing  to  each  other  !  Tlicy,  who 
were  all !" 

"  There  ha)t  been  au  unfortunate  rupture — tlie 
mariioge  has  been  broken  off." 

"How!  Do  Ihear  you  right?  Broken  off!  By  him?" 

■*  By  him." 

A  painful  pause  ensued.  The  tears  started  to  the 
eyes  of  Lady  Julia ;  (here  was  an  effort,  a  brief  effort, 
to  restrain  their  flow:  but  she  could  not  speak,  and 
nhe  permitted  tlioso  tears  lo  speak  fi>r  her.  'i'hey 
pushed  forth ;  and,  resting  bur  head  upon  her  arm 
liie  moment  after,  slie  nought  to  concMial  that  testi- 
mony of  her  grief  from  De  Grey. 
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fu)  being  who nk  before  litm,  that  Utc  chain  of  mingled 
sentinnent  ami  arj^umcnt  foUM  luelf  link  by  link 
round  the  )ia«tionate  heart  and  eager  mintl  <if  Dt- 
Grey  :  for  that  beautiful  being  called  the  roan  vihom 
h«  bad  offended — brother. 

"  I  puin  you,"  said  Lady  Julia. 

A  coTivtctioi),  M  she  spoke,  tteized  D«  Grey,  that  it 
bifldeHtiny  to  receive  yet  greater  pitin  throngli  her. 

"  Do  not  ihinlc  I  accuse  you  of  not  doing  all  tlmt 
you  conceived  it  became  you  to  do  in  this  mitierable 
businetw.  I  spoke  idly  and  hastily.  Do  not  let  me 
pain  you." 

Was  the  pcrmimion  a  matter  of  choice  witli  De 
Grey  ? — No— and  he  knew  it. 

Lady  Julia  mused  for  a  moment  or  two. 

'*  He  is  easily  moved — offended — yes,  something 
must  have  offended  biro.  Poor  Frederick  ! — it  is  his 
wiiy^but  it  cannot  he  as  bad  as  you  tell  me — I  am 
determined  to  fancy  that  it  is  not.  I  will  speak  tu 
bira — he  loves  me— lie  will  listen  to  me." 

"  Wbo  would  not  listen  to  you  ?"  said  I)e  Urey, 
with  an  auimalion  almost  tu  soft  as  it  was  courtly. 
Checking  himself,  he  added:  "  But  in  reference  to 
Lord  Haslingham,  all  is  past  remedy  »ow — Horutiu 
too,  knows  tliut  it  is  so." 

"  Poor,  poor,  Horntia  !     The  cause  of  quarrel  ?" 

•'  It  wiis  a  deep  one.    I  have  said  there  is  no  hope." 

*'  But  I  have  not  said  to — and  1  cling  lo  hope  kIiII. 
I  mutt  know  the  cause." 

"  He  discovered  tliat  Horatia  loved  another." 
H  6 
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bvtwceii  tLut  ii«parting  love  uiid  liim;  but  confessing 
M  be  did  the  influence  of  Uiv  cliaiigc  wbicii  liatl  dis- 
eiicltantfd  itie  peopled  pQ!i(,  lie  yet  Wd  iti  liimsetf  at) 
site  spoke:  "  She  is  right ;  wiih  true  love  there  can 
be  no  change." 

"  Another — another  after  HiiKlingliam  ?  Ic  was  an 
honour  to  be  loved  by  him.  Could  slio  be  inscnHible 
of  the  honour?  How  delijjhtfnl  to  look  up  wbcn  wc 
love  and  are  beloved  !  I'lie  affoctionN  ulwny«  elevate, 
or  ought  to  elevate.  And  how  look  down,  uflcr 
thus  looking  up  to  him  ?" 

"  Scarcely  thai  citlier,"  said  De  Grey.  "  It  is  my 
pliico  now  to  bescL-cb  purdon :  you  have  taught  me  bold- 
ness, Lady  Jidin.  That  inconstuncy  was  cruel  upon 
him,  and  perhaps  wowie  than  unwise  in  her.  But — 
but — tliey  were  not  precisely  assorted  in  cliarucler 
and  indiapo»ition  from  the  first;  there  lies  bet  excuse. 
Observe,  I  say  not  ber  vindication — I  presume  not 
in  your  presence  at  least  to  say  it.  In  that  presence 
tliere  arc  few  tbingM  which  I  should  presume  to  do 
witliout  reflecting,  as  it  behoved  me,  ere  I  did  (hem. 
However,  to  the  point  from  which  I  have  wandered. 
I  said  she  scarcely  looked  down.  1  said  this  in  re- 
ference to  the  birtli  and  the  character  of  liioi  who 
most  unforlunutely  liii»  supplanted  Lord  Haklingham 
in  the  affections  of  Horatia.  Tbst  lover  is  not  un- 
known to  you,  Xjidy  Julia." 

"Not  unknown  to  mcl  I  am  sorry  for  tluit.  I 
would  rather  not  know  the  man  wbo  lias  so  cruelly 
injured  Haslingham." 


L. 
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"At  diisinoiBent 
'«  soii.«Je  when  it  , 

'«Je„bowd.,n^^ 

i  believe,"  gajj  j 

fPnny  to  life  in  the 

It  IS  ira  1.^ ■      , 


TUK   SMUAUBHEKT. 


"  Jud^  if  she  looked  down !  Your  own  noble 
house  furnished  the  rival  for  Lord  Haslingham.  Thut 
indii-idual  is  yotir  coitsin,  Henry  Conin^by !" 

IjoAy  Julia  cl<wp<^l  her  hnndti  together. 

"  Say  any  one  but  him  !  O,  Mr.  Dc  Grey  1  say 
any  one  but  him !  Henry  !  My  cousin  Henry  f 
HasHnghsm  bus  been  deceived — milled — it  cannot 
be  as  ho  supposed.  Henry  would  not  liave  acted  as 
you  Kiiy  '  I  know  he  would  not '.  Kngaged,  abso> 
lutely  engai{cd  tou,  at  she  was  I  IiDpofi»ible!  And 
my  brother  alienale<l  from  him  already  t  I  am  bc- 
wildered^ — 1  cannot  think  !  And  he — how  did  he 
bear  it  ?  Ikar  it  I  He  would  not  bear  it  1  Where 
is  he?  Where  is  Henry?  Mr.  De  Grey,  what  has 
become  of  poor  Frcdcrictc  I  Speak  !  there  is  such  a 
terribl)'  fenrat  my  hourt  I     And  yoti.  ...you  must  be 

aware .      Leave   Murninjrton  ....  and   not .... 

When  did  he  go  ?  .\nd  Hir  Hubert  ....  did  hi;  nay 
nothing;  to  Sir  Hubert?  My  brother. ..  .O  merciful 
Heaven  1     Wlint  has  become  of  my  brotlier?" 

Dc  Grey  drew  nearer  to  Lady  Julia.  He  took  her 
hand — he  entreated  her  to  compose  hvrsi^lf — he  glanced 
rapidly  on  many  tiling  in  connection  with  the  past, 
and  at  her  request  he  reverted  to  tltem  an^n.  She 
heard  him  with  moistened  eye«  and  heaving  breast  i 
but  when  the  teara  flowed  fiuttest,  and  tlie  sighs 
TOM  most  heavily,  slie  still  entreated  him  to  telL  her 
more. 

Thus  placed — tlius  entreated — thus  listened  to — how 
oouhl  he  refuge  to  tell  hor  more  ?  Nor  did  he  forget  to 
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the  evil  news  to  her  mother.  But  he  would  return  ? 
In  pity  to  their  anxiety  he  would  return  that  even- 
ing ;  or,  perhaps,  before  the  evening,  if  he  had  any 
thing,  even  the  merest  trifle,  to  tell,  regarding  so  dear 
a  Bon  and  brother  ? 

With  what  alacrity  was  the  promise  given  by  De 
Grey. 

They  parted. 

"  Hubert  made  me  call  on  her,  and  he  must  be 
responsible  for  the  consequences,"  said  J)e  Grey,  as 
he  sprang  down  the  stairs.  "  The  provoking  thing 
is,  that  she  is  the  sister  of  Lord  Haelingharo.  Stumble 
blindfold !  and  then  find  myself  flung  bead  foremost 
at  the  trap>door.  I  wish  the  coach  had  been  over- 
turned ere  I  got  to  Oaford,  and  then  I  should  have 
been  flung  forward  to  some  purpose.  The  Malmsey 
wine,  and  the  bowl  of  cream — in  it,  as  I  said — and 
gone  down  without  a  diving-bell !" 


'--imi 


'ei^, 


TItK   KKGAGEUeNT. 


S59 


knew  wliat  he  aiuct— his  whole  houI  w»s  occupied  with 
thitt  terrible  commnnication.  1  almoHt  wioli  we  had 
not  writt«D  to  him  to  meet  us.  And  yet  it  would  hare 
been  folly  to  dream  of  dolsy;  it  was  hett«r  he  ahould 
at  onci:  know  all.  He  came  in  wretched  enough  . .  . 
bat  when  he  left  us  ...  .  I  have  that  countenance 
before  me  now  ....  and  to  be  so  questioned  ....  to 
be  compelled  hy  every  answer  to  give  pain  I" 

*'  Yet  we  ought  to  rejoice  that  he  knew  nothing 
till  we  told  him,"  replied  the  Dean.  "  Had  he  been 
aware  previously  of  the  unhappy  events  of  Tuesday 
evening,  and  of  the  precipitate  departure  of  Lord 
Ha«lingfaam  from  Morninglon,  his  hours  would,  in  all 
probability,  not  have  been  spent  where  ibcy  were 
yoMerday.  Sick  and  ill  ««  he  knew  the  siMer  of  his 
fether  to  be  at  Windnor,  and  desirous  of  seeing  him 
without  delay,  I  doubt  whether  the  voice  of  duty  or 
of  affection  would  have  made  itself  heard,  had  he  had 
that  intelligence  pressing  on  his  mind,  and  been 
haunted  by  the  idea  that  the  man,  whose  liappincNS  he 
had  ruined,  was  possilily  in  I^ndon — perhaps  seeking 
hitn.  Had  he  not  been  at  Windsor,  most  probably 
they  would  have  fallen  in  with  each  oilier  ....  and 
in  that  case  . ..." 

*^  O  do  not  speak  of  it  I  You  think  Lord  Husling- 
liam  is  in  London,  then  ?" 

"  I  »URpcct  it.  [  tluink  Ciod  I  do  not  know  it.  I 
wax  ignorant  of  the  fact,  an<l  answered  Coningsby  with 
a  dear  conscience.  Uemember  the  hundred  contra- 
dictory rumours  that  reached  un  on  the  Wednesday  at 
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Tcople  Bevme.  We  knew  that  lie  was  ft""*^*  '^ 
bvai  wku  bad  MKitncd  vul  iniKpire<i,  wbile  yet  6a 
vt  Sir  Hubert  wm  dnstcnd  in  tbe  rirawing- 
^  ionBisvil  tbat  tbm  was  noUiing  left  but  lor 
Lord  HMlagtaBi  to  gu.  He  did  ^:  wbitber— •>« 
bavAy  mnA  to  know.  1  kpnk  of  our  circle :  for  ywi 
tmi  §at  ayMtf  we  had  ow  fean,  and  «n  tbcm  we 
accad.-  . 

••trkeaboaU  bare  beard  any  thing  of  Lord  Hlfl 
ItagbaB,  or   bis   ^KnrefDem^    sinee  we    {wrted  hit^ 

■isbl?' 

"  I  trust  Dot.  Last  night  we  arrired  bere:  at 
dawn,  oa  the  day  precediof.  I^ord  Haslinglaia  left 
Manuagiao.  Coaingsby  will  be  bere  inunedikleU- 
I  have  ordered  tkc  eura^  at  twelve.  Our  fgooi 
eoatia,  Mn.  Carteret,  by  our  nou^  r^ceired  ibW 
■amiing,  awutM  in  tbat  ercD  before  that  boor  brr 
prepanliaBS  would  b«  coasted.  The  carriafre  bai 
been  diracted  to  call  for  ber,  ere  it  makes  its 
asce  here." 

**  Ob  f  that  the  jonmey  wetc  accompliithed 
Ebaaar,  aM»anifnlly.     "  My  bearl  misgives  me.    Hf 
wffi  Bifmi  dart  wi>  arc  anxious  to  ^t  him  away  hm 
Loodoo;  be  will  refuse  to  go — 1  know  him  so 
he  will  not  rest  till  be  stands  fiwe  to  btce  with 
ElssUngbam.     One  thought,  one  desire,  1*  witb 
it  ia  to  vindicate  ber;  to  expUin  all;  to  throw  liin>- 
sel/  on  the  gei>eraua  sympathies  of  the  nan  whom  ht 
has  M  ttniatentidBaily  betrayed:  to  «»y  lo  him.  'I 
did  this  In  weakness,  but  I  scorned  to  do  it  in  im>. 
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honour.  I  am  of  your  bloorf — juilge  roe  not  aa  lli« 
mean  jiiHg;e  tlie  in<-an  ;  place  younelf  beside  me,  and 
see — above  mv,  only  (o  forgive  !'  Tlits  is  hiswiish — 
this  iM  \m  (l4-«irc." 

"  I  know  it,"  w<iH  tlie  l>«aii ;  *'  it  U  the  wish  of  • 
frank  beart — (he  iteaire  of  a  lofty  mind.  But  I  tnt&t 
prepare  tbe  way,  ere  tliey  rueet.  And  you,  even  yon, 
while  you  dwell  tlius  on  the  difficulties  that  present 
themsi-lveB  to  tbc  execution  of  our  plan,  admit  with 
equal  rcftdiiieM,  and  wiili  an  anxiety,  if  poB»iblo,  ex< 
ceeding  mine,  tliat  it  is  indispensably  necessary  that 
1  so  prepare  it.  It  might  not  perhaps  be  necessary, 
but  for  that  evil  influence  of  nliicb  I  have  heard  both 
you  and  Henry  su  often  speak.  Lord  Ilaslingham 
h««  [lecn  long  taught  to  look  on  his  cousin  masked ; 
and  wbelker  we  ourselves  choose  to  wear  ibe  maiik,  or 
whether  it  may  have  been  fitted  to  our  feature*  by 
another,  th<!  voice  from  behind  it  rarely  sounds  like 
a  man's  own — its  tones  could  not  by  any  possibility 
touch  bis  l>eart.  I  repeat,  it  is  long  since  ho  has 
looked  upon  the  true  fentures  of  his  cousin." 

*'  'I'oo  long  ]  too  long  !"  nnd  Klnuior  sighed  deeply. 
"  When  Mr.  I)e  Grey  made  me  u-ll  bim  tlte  tnitli, 
on  the  night  of  the  hall " 

"  You  gave  ycmr  confidence  to  Mr.  De  Grey  ?" 

"  1  did.  I  knew  1  might  trust  him — that  it  wits 
better  to  trust  him " 

**  He  waM  forliiniito  enough  then  to  obtain  the  good 
opinion  of  my  KUimor?" 

"  Yes— I  tliougbi  highly  of  him/' 
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«r  era  flf  pcriid  ikoH^t,  mad  tMldof^  ker  lisn'l  «Sro- 
if,    **y9ar  agh  jort  bow  I  nulenUad;  bni 
wn  adm*  pcihspa  I  ttmn^y  tomptAeai  ao 
Is  tWir  nil  to  be  kept  secret  6^am  tDe?* 
•*  I  hara  kapt  MlUiig  •mtM,"  mU  ElnBor.  witli 

"  Yaa  Ittvt  nat  then  kept  wcref  a  tnb  of  M« 
tkat  arose  wi^ia  ym  dtiriag   the  Uat  if 
I  at  TcMfJe  Baatae  ?" 

tied.  Sba  knew  wkal  bad  bwa 
It  wtmmA  lo  kcr  as  if  Rks  kad  iMcn  gatlty 
a  ria  ■  gha^g  at  tki  wmn  bet  at  her  batiad  km. 
■kOa  tka  ptmBB  of  Umd  Bwfi^ant  kad  been  Ird  oa 
awp  kjr  Map  u  ika  ineriabk  tanb; — andif  duswrn 
iodaad  •  no,  ka«  cmld  it  fiul  M  ^>patf  audi  la  bin 
wka  aBnd  W  kcr  tkcrr  ?  Had  he  mt  ooee  irmrael? 
WaaU  ka  MB  aa«  caadeau  ? 

Bat  ika  Dan  kad  baea  aaUed,  first  by  ike  cnm- 
at  CaaiagJbj,  and  agiui  by  tke  on«Hl 
af  Lady  BleMoo — inaanoatioaa  calcalatfd 
M  BtjMify  iW  BMM  rieara^fatwL  After  a  paaar,  hr 
aiUl  ••  Yoa  baped  peikapa  Aat  anaMhiatf  iiii{lu  be 
•Srctrd  by  (be  ialemBtion  of  Mr.  I>c  Grey  ?" 

**  1  boftcd  ikat  aowetkipg  atigbt  be  pswented ; 
be  wMt  off  ta  Btiltol.*' 

"  Ervn  now,"  aaid  the  Dam.  «  if  we  awld  get  IV 
Gray  ....  Cka  you  teD  ibc  whetker  then*  is  a  tpirit 
of  conltalin- between  Lord  Hasltogkan and  UnT 
**  1  do  not  think  tbere  is  maA  eonSality  bet' 
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them,"  said  Eleanor,  irx-muloutily,  fur  bcr  heart  yet 
flutlered  faintly  and  aailly  with  the  image  she  had 
just  raised  up  before  her. 

"  As  I  §uspected,"  tlioufrht  the  Dean;  "  I)e  Grey 
guessed  something  ot'  the  past — there  cotihl  be  no 
cordiality — and  she  speaks  like  one  cnnacious  of  the 

cnuse. De  Grey  is  in  town,  is  he  not  ?"  he  said 

aloud.  '*  He  only  Idft  Momin^on,  I  think,  a  day  or 
two  previous  to  my  arrivul.  Did  you  see  much  of 
him  while  be  was  there '!" 

"  Yes." 

"  You  were  intimate  ?" 

"  We  were." 

She  coloured  slightly  as  she  said  this — she  felt  tliut 
there  had  been  a  touch  of  somclliing  beyond  mere 
ordinary  inlereourac  between  herself  luid  ])c  Grey. 

**  My  sister,  1  am  afraid,  does  not  like  Mr.  I>e 
Grey?" 

*'  I  believe  not,"  said  Eleanor,  and  the  colour  rather 
lingered  on  her  check ;  "  he  did  not  suit  her." 

The  Dean  nguin  paused ;  then  with  a  smile  he  said, 
"  May  I  ask  if  be  rutted  you,  my  Kleauor?" 

"  What  do  you  mean  ?"  she  replied  hesitatingly. 

*'  Is  it  neoe«»ary  to  embarrass  you  by  telling  you 
precisely  what  I  mean  ?  Eleanor  was,  once,  more 
candid  with  her  nncle." 

"  My  dear,  dear  uncle,  there  is  some  strange  mis- 
take.— Mr.  Dc  Grey  never. ..." 

"  I  know  what  you  would  say. —  But  does  it  follow 
that  he  will  never....  observe,  I  stop  where  you  did. 
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Alt  if  Mr.  Dc  Uny  htp 
■ifp^     I  ask  you,  would 

EAnwOT,    macb    conTn 
•  -^ne....but   1  do  not  knl 
m...A  kanOy  ium>  it  ajJ 
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AMifaEght  vooUnotrUlrq 
,  .    Elflnor,  tkr  M 
'  n  oU  tino,  b;  one  at  iJ 
■Hmmi  boat  tvttn 
pnjrer  •koald  nut  pM 
b  ns  G«J  KiU  hrkiad  the  daud .'     An 
■it  waamt  ti  «  dood  «»  move,  to  diwoln 
TWfv<w»  is  there  hope  yet,  fcr  tboi 
Bm  far  llM  vwnidg  tkra,  of  wUeh  <r«i 
,  ywt  mifitt  ban  aactitfaed  Um  i^raatto  i 
IVGew?" 
'ItaaaM  ■  se  tfc>l  I    mghu      Prid«....ciil 
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■cieocc. ..  .your  oouneol.  • .  .the  attenUoiis  of  a  man 

M>  girto4l....of  a  miiit  whom  I  utimireilK  •  >" 

"  Aft  it  is.... you  still  low Lord  Hutlinghiim  !" 

Eleanor  rose  with  af^itatioii — ftlic  kiu'lt  l>efuro  her 

uncle — she  hid   her  burning  face  on  Lis  kn«e,  and 

thus  only  was  he  answered. 

k  There  was  a  knock  at  the  <Ioor. 
"  That  is  Ht-nry'n  knock — Let  me  go.     1  will  coim- 
icb— "    aiie  retired. 
The  Dean  mused  for  an  instant  or  two.    Coningsby 
ade  liis  appearance. 

"  How  is  this,  Henry  ?     You  look  much  agitated." 
*'  I  am  :    I  fell  in  witli  Mr.  Langtey  just  now," 
"  Mr.  Limgloy  f 

"  Ve»~he  who  was  stjiying  at  Murnington,  and  an 
intimate  ii«iu»int«iice  of  mine.  He  tells  me  she  '» 
ill— you  did  not  tell  me  she  was  ill,  when  I  taw  you 
last  night." 

"  Pardon  me.  I  did  mention  the  fact— of  Miss 
Mornington's. . . ." 

"  V'es — yoti  said  something ....  hut  not  all  that  he 
raid.  And  to  be  compelled  at  such  a  time  to  stand 
apart,  as  if  I  knew  nothing — as  if  1  felt  notliing — 
M  if  1  feitred  nothing  !  Play  the  cold-blooded  dis- 
setnliler  as  1  do  !  I'hrow  as  it  were  my  memory  from 
me  '  Approach  neither  her  nor  him  !  I  cannot  un- 
dei^o  this  slow  torture — I  want  to  act — I  roust  act — 
the  health  of  life  seems  departing.  I  stoop — I  stand 
still — I  draw  in  poison.  What  must  he  think  of  mc  ^ 
What  must  she  tliink  of  me  f—  I  liavc  otfacd,  against 
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"  Henry,"  said  the  Dean,  "  yon  can  Murcdy  ^ueu 


patn  you  giv 


€  me-     There  was  a  lime  when  tlie 


idea  of  becoming  the  p4cort  of  Eleanor  would  have 
brou^iit  llic  smile  und  the  compliment  together  lo 
your  lip  :  you  honour  the  olTor  now  witli  neither 
compiimeni  nor  Mnile.  You  remind  me  that  Eleanor) 
who  was  no  dear  to  us  both,  is  now  only  dear  lo 
one." 

"Not  so,  not  BO,"  soid  Conin^by,  eagerly;  **she  is 
very  dear  to  me — the  muHt  ulways  be  dear  to  me;  but 
I  should  only  (Mun  her  by  my  presence:  bear  witli 
me." 

"  I  do  bear  with  you — I  feel  for  you.  Your  pro- 
Riiie,  however,  tliough  it  ia  not  likely  you  idiould  re- 
member  this  just  now,  is  aii  old,  a  very  old  one ;  of 
much  longer  date  than  last  night.  Was  it  not  sr- 
raii^-d,  that  when  Mrs.  Cartcrut  arrived  from  the 
north  in  the  early  autumn,  Eleanor  an<l  yotirself  were 
to  meet  her  at  Chulfont  Abbey." 

"  Ma !  who  could  tlien  foresee  llie  eveiila  of  thU 
fatal  summer?  I  do  not  like  to  leave  town— if  Mas- 
ling  ham " 

"  As  yet  you  have  not  heard  be  n  in  town  ;  (hu«, 
ilien,  for  a  day  or  two  I  tio  not  see  how  il  can  be  so 
difficult  lo  oblige  me.  You  sliall  return  lo  I.4nidon 
wliei]  you  please,  provided  you  promise  afterward*  lo 
come  down  lo  me  again.  IX>  you  not  think  I  am  my- 
self conwiou'!  that  an  eiipUinutiou  in  the  end  U  un- 
avoidable—  more —desirable — between  yourself  and 
Ilaslingliam?     I  said  at  Temple  Bourne — 1    repeat 
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■■■a?  A  pmh  i>  yntowJ  ont  m  ]ro«^  by  «UiA  jm 
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"  Are  you  ill?  you  look  pale." 
"  She    is   pal«,"  said   the    Deun,    obscrvinj;   her 
anxiously. 

Kleanor  «at  down  in  Bil«ncG  :  at  Icngtli  she  xaid  :— 
"  You  go  with  us,  Henry,  I  hope  ?" 
^  "  I  do." 

^^  The  spirit  of  reviving  life  poned  orer  the  features  of 
I    ber  who  was  hanging  on  hia  answer. 
I        Sitddenly  she  appeared  perfectly  composed,  and 
said,  cheerfully — 

"  I  am  RO  luippy  that  you  will  go.  I  wu  half  afraid 
to  be  loft  i'xpoiied,  alone,  to  the  ^y  spirits  of  Mrs. 
Carteret  I  could  not  have  done  without  you.  Dear 
Henry,  I  am  going  to  give  you  un  occupiition,  for  I 
have  something  to  say  to  my  uncle.  Have  the  kind- 
ness to  fold  up  that  book  in  tlie  ftilver  paper  iliat  Is 
lying  near  you,  and  direct  it  to  Lady  Mary  Eatcourt. 
I  promised  to  lend  it  to  ber  at  soon  as  I  should  be  in 
town  again ;  and  write  a  note  to  her  if  you  please,  ex- 
plaining my  present  hurry,  and  full  of  pleusimt  mes- 
sages. I  wish  to  send  tt  off  immediately.  I  will  not 
detain  my  uncle  long;"  and  with  a  Hmilo  she  put  the 
book  into  hh  bands,  and,  followed  by  the  Deaii,  who 
had  watched  every  word  and  look,  she  left  Ibe  room. 

Tliey  entered  an  apartment  on  the  same  floor:  the 
Brst,  indeed,  that  they  reached. 

"  Let  us  slop  here.    I  could  not  go  fiirtber,  nn<l  not 
speak  to  you." 
I         "  My  child,  whatis  the  matter?* 
I        "  Speak  low.     I  saw  him  pan  juat  now." 
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To  nvert  to  lliOK  movi-mciiu  tliut  liud  bpcii  re- 
Oiarkcd  by  Eli-anor. 

Ixtrd  HiiMliiigliara  mkI  Chadwick  had,  indeed,  ob- 
served the  eiitiance  of  C'oi)ing«I>y  into  the  Louse  of  llie 
Dean.  Tliey  bad  originally  diHcovered  him  at  a  dis- 
tance— at  such  a  distance  that  to  overtake  bim  ere  J>e 
rfiached  it  was  impossible.  The  day  before,  inquiry 
and  purauit  had  been  t<^ctlicr  biiHlvd.  Tb«  hotel  at 
wbici)  Itc  put  lip,  having  been,  after  diligent  senrdi, 
aad  partly  by  accident,  discovored,  Chadwivk  hail 
called  only  to  find  bim  jrone.  He  bad  been  then  and 
there  informed  tlial  Coningitby  wns  to  »lc«|>  that  ni^bt 
at  Windsor ;  and  tluit  be  was  not  expected  tlience  till 
noon  on  tbc  folloti  ing  day.  The  aUi-ralioii  in  Coniiigs- 
by'a  movements  had  been  produced  by  the  receipt  of  the 
letter  Irom  the  Dean,  wbidi  was  delivered  to  biio  jnst 
as  he  was  stepping  into  bis  cabriolet ;  and,  as  be  <lrovte 
ofT  ere  be  opened  tlie  letter,  the  change  in  his  inten- 
tions  produced  on  its  perusid  was  at  tbc  time  known 
only  to  bimsrlf-  Mr.  Chadwiek  li»d  not  chosen  to 
leave  hi«  name  when  he  called  ;  and  m  he  had  received 
with  apparent  iiidilTeTence  the  answer  to  his  inquiry,  it 
bad  chanced  tliat  the  simple  circumstance  of  such  a  call 
baving  been  made  in  bis  absence,  bad  not  been  re- 
ported, on  bis  return,  to  Coning^iby. 

Tbe  glimpse  then  was  cangbt,  and  the  fir»t  notifica- 
tion of  tbut  fact  was  given  by  Lord  Hiulingham  pressing 
witJi  sudden  weight  on  the  arm  of  Cbadwick. 

'*  I  see  bim — do  not  speak — 1  cannot  listen — let  ua 
walk  4>n." 

K   4 
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"No." 

'*  In  London  tlien  i  I  thought  bo,  seeing  kioi  go 
in.  I  roiDfinbcr  Imw  Miss  Belloklo  said  something  to 
nic  ihnt  iiit;ht.  In  London  !  1  must  be  guarded.  If 
the  Dean  %itv^  me,  I  um  thwartvd.  Could  I  but  know 
the  moment  Conmgnby  will  come  forth  ugnin  !  How 
am  I  to  know  it?  They  must  not  cnlch  si^^ht  of  U8. 
Strange!  eeeking  her  presence  again  !  Chadwick,  I 
tell  you  she  is  there.  I  know  it.  She  said  she  was 
going  awuy  from  Temple  Bourne.  What  can  he  bare 
to  do  at  the  IVoin's?  Will  he  stay  long?  Yes,  w« 
most  watcb  him  out.  Perliiips  »Iie  dot.'H  not  know. . . . 
double  trutor. . . .  whut  does  he  do  tliero  ?  How  can 
we  manage  to  watch  him  ?  I  must  lutcertniti  how  long 
he  slays — I  will  uscortain  it." 

"  So !"  thought  Chadwick,  »  a  new  motive  for  the 

watching! We  can  walk  here  on  this  fcide  of  the 

square,"  he  said.  "  We  can  command  hence  a  Tiew 
of  the  houses  on  that  side  of  the  street.  He  cannot 
escape  us." 

The  advice  of  Chadwick  was  followed,  and  thus  for 
quaner  of  an  hour  after  quarter  of  an  hour  tbey 
pnrwlvi),  watching  cautiously  the  well-remembi'Ted 
door  that  had  cIo«eJ  on  Coningsby. 

A  carriage  drove  up  to  the  door— a  lady  descended 
from  die  carrii^  and  entere<l  the  house. 

A  short  inlervut  el^ised. 

"  It  appears  to  me,"  said  Cha<lwick,  "  tliat  ihey  are 
going  to  pack  tlie  carriage." 

"  Puck  the  carriage  I    Could  it  be  the  Dean's  then  ? 

K  & 
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*'  1  care  not — I  have  no  need  to  care — I  know  that 
now.  I  ouji^bt  to  have  known  it  before  now.  Let  her 
be  kind  to  him.  He  will  want  all  woman's  kindnem, 
and  man's  too,  ere  lont;." 

"  How  he  bends  to  her  !"  said  Chadwick.  "  A  peni- 
tent word  at  parting  I  presume !" 

"The  jest  scarcely  pleases  me,"  said  Lord  Hasling- 
hua  haughtily. 

"  I  did  not  jest" 

**  Were  it  truth  it  would  please  me  even  less.  But 
it  ia  not  true  love.  She  has  no  love  for  him.  I  will 
be  told  so  no  more.  Enough — let  us  mark  them,  is 
tiie  Dean  coming?" 

"  The  Dean  ?  Yes,  he  is  standing  there — he  moves 
— here  he  comes.     They  must  be  off  now." 

"  And  Coningsby  ?"  inquired  Lord  Hasllngham. 
"Ha!  he  hands  her  to  the  carriage — the  door  is  closed 
— but  the  Dean.. .." 

*'  She  speaks  to  Coningsby  from  the  window,"  said 
Chadwick.     "  More   last  words !     His   hat  on  !     I 

liad  not  obsen-ed  his  hat he  leaves  her he  goes 

towards " 

"  Escaped  me  !"  said  Lord  Haslingham,  grinding  his 
teeth  as  he  spoke. 

"Ay,  and  gone  with  kerf"  muttered  Chadwick. 
"The  Dean  will  manage  it  some  way  or  other  after 
all.  Well  might  he  spring  up  as  he  did  !  Dispatched 
under  the  mrveiUance  of  a  chaperone  who  will  liave 
the  discretion  to  see  nothing  !     Was  ever  luck  like 

n6 


CHAPTER  XLIir. 

"  Penue  thii  nritJDg  bere,  and  thou  ihilt  know 
The  treason." 

King  Ricrabd  It. 
"  Thou,  Julia,  (hou  hut  uetanioTphDi'd  me." 

Two  Gehtlemen  of  Veboka. 
"Stay,  itay,  lujrl 
And  if  jpou  Idtc  me,  m  70U  My  you  do, 
Let  me  persuade  you  to  forbear  awhile. 
O  how  (hia  diicord  doth  afflict  my  tout  I" 

KiHO  Ubnrt  VI,  (Parti.) 

"Puraue  him;  and  entreat  him  to  a  peace." 

TwEirtH   NlOHT. 

"  Mt  oeab  Hubert. — Dudley  has  just  left  me. 
Master's  Yorkshire  too !  as  the  boy  confessed,  with 
that  species  of  simple  pathos  which  goes  direct  to  the 
heart.  We  shall  be  a  match,  I  suspect,  for  Mr.  Chad- 
wick,  after  all.     Hear  and  judge. 

"  Now  old  Mr.  Chadwick  is,  as  Mrs.  Percival 
affirmed,  highly  respectable — but  then,  Mrs.  Percival 
never  says  any  thing  but  what  is  true — and  a  friend, 
though  rather  a  recent  one,  of  Dudley.  Dudley  was 
somewhat  puzzled  on  the  receipt  of  my  letter.     He 
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Dudley  ;  nad  yoa  may  imagine,  Uiut  with  the 
memory  of  my  letter  fresh  upon  lits  iniiid,  be  took 
care  »t  once  to  listen  atlcntirely  to  tlial  wliicb  was 
«|)Oiiiaiieotisly  revealed,  and  to  ptew  inquiry  tvlicrc 
tlie  result  mi^lit  bmr  most  on  the  end  we  had  in  view, 
"  A  reprobate  from  his  eiirliettt  youth  !  I  shall  do 
myself  the  pleasure  of  communieniing  all  the  interest- 
ing particulars  to  Mrs.  I'ercivai  in  the:  next  t^tf-d-t&e 
we  may  bare  together.  It  appean  that  bii  father 
floii);  Kidiurd  Chadwick  from  hia  heartli  in  mingled 
linger  and  ile«pair.  But  the  rrprobat«  was  clever 
u'itbul :  the  iilcrii  ncvc»«ty  of  hi«  poMlion  taught  him 
prudence.  Ho  put  a  new  chamctvr,  smunih  and  glouy, 
over  (Jie  old  one,  that  he  bad  so  prcmnlurely  worn 
out*  and  it  fitted  renmrhuhly  well,  con«idi.-ring  tliut  it 
bad  not  been  ma«le  for  him.  He  moved  to  a  diHtance— 
new  scenery,  dresMs,  and  decorations,  as  the  play-bills 
aay — and  the  villain  of  the  piece  looked  so  handsome 
in  his  plumes,  and  trod  the  stage  so  well,  thai  all  the 
women  fell  in  love  with  bim.  Ho  told  his  own  Htory ; 
and  he  got  tome  to  iH'licvc  him.  A  frieitd  or  two 
of  tile  family  took  it  into  their  heutU  to  push  him  on, 
precisely,  perhaps,  because  his  faiker  luul  pushed  liim 
off.  People  hare  their  liandcs:  even  Mrs.  Percivnl 
had  a  fancy; — -witness  her  lifting  him  up  so  dexte- 
rously, and  setting  him  down  safe  in  the  midst  of  us 
at  Mornington.  So,  somehow  or  other,  he  got  fltarted : 
nothing  like  an  envelope  of  the  monO  India  rubber. 
Lord  Byron  talks  of  lime's  effacing  fingers  :  tlila 
offiiccs  wholesale,  and  keep*  us  moreover  from  being 
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Hparing  of  lits  jest,  wtieii  lie  found  or  &neic<l  liimself 
secure.  Imagine  the  proud  man's  martynJom  of  miiid 
when  lie  hears  of  thi§! — imagine  the  bitter  force  of 
the  rc-uclion  1  On  it  will  every  sentlmeut  hang  sus- 
pended !  Along  it  iviU  one  thought  run ;  and,  like 
the  lightning,  though  it  scnrcli.  it  will  clear.  Com- 
pelled u>  admit  tliat  in  one  instance  he  misjudged 
Coningsby,  in  others  he  will  judge  him  leniently. 
The  convert  from  an  opinion  never  stands  long  on  the 
•pot  where  be  first  turned.  New  belief  leads  to  new 
action. 

"You  ask  me  where  is  Lord  Hastingbam?  I  write 
late  on  Saturday  evening,  and  I  answer  I  do  not  yet 
know :  but  I  shall  call  on  the  Dean  to-morrow,  early 
— before  Chuicb  time. 

•'  \ow,  Hubert,  to  own  the  truth,  something  else 
has  been  crossing  perpetually  the  current  of  my 
thought,  while  I  have  been  writing  all  this  to  you. 
Very  kind  of  you  indeed,  to  send  me  to  call  on  [.ady 
Haslingham :  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  all  my  life  I 
suppose — no — I  sliall  be  angry  with  you  all  my  life. 
Upon  my  honour,  1  do  not  know  where  to  begin ;  for  tlie 
thing  itself  had  no  beginning :  exactly  tlic  reason  why, 
I  suppose,  it  will  have  no  end.  And  pray,  how  am  1 
to  walk  tlirough  life  with  my  eyes  always  turned  be- 
hind me?  I  have  no  right-^bui  I  cannot  compre- 
hend how  1  have  found  that  out — to  aspire  .  . .  Hubert, 
you  never  thought  that  difiSdenee  made  a  component 
part  of  my  exemplary  cliaracter:  but  there  are  or- 
ganic changes  in  the  natural  world,  organic  changes 
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not  utiiwcr.  I  ccrbiiiity  liupe  mutt  devoutly  she  will 
uot  be  iible  lo  do  witJiout  mv;  seoiiijif  tliut  1  do  not 
know  wriiat  I  skull  do  witliout  tier.  But  then,  I  ima- 
gine it  will  look  a  little  lik«  prostimjitiun  to  Ivll  her  sa 
point  blank.  1  sifinn«<l  tliat  I  hikd  grown  diffident; 
you  would  not  have  known  me  in  Iter  presence :  I  «at, 
in  tlie  pleasBDtest  state  of  awe  possible,  sippini;  nectar 
on  my  knees,  and  ((iviog  her  p«nnit)§ion  to  drive  over 
me.  She  has  a  touch  of  her  brother  in  her ;  but  that 
which  I  di»likt>d  in  him,  I  admire  in  her.  And  then, 
I  nee  at  a  glance,  she  will  nvvcr  allow  inc  to  muke  her 
jealous.  I  have  no  idea  of  that — worie  »tili — I  have 
an  idea  that  if  this  goes  on,  I  shall  be  jealous  of  her. 

"  Upon  my  word,  I  begin  ulreudy  lo  have  some 
oompoasion  for  Hiwiingbam.  I  am  about  to  be 
punished  for  my  sins;  I  am  sure  of  it,  and  through 
his  sister  too?  I  cxiuld  hang  mj'self ;  but  it  is  better 
not  to  hang  myself,  tinlil  I  am  certain  she  will  cut 
me  down. 

"  Sadly  and  seriously,  us  I  said  before,  what  am  I, 
that  I  »Iiould  aspire  to  her?  High  boni,  as  she  is^ 
rich — a  beauty — u>ed  to  udmirution — why  should  I 
think  she  will  wa&lu  a  cliougbt  on  mine,  or  on  me? 
Yet  I  love  even  more  tlian  I  admire.  I  am  sure  this  is 
love,  hccansv  I  do  not  comprehend  it.  I  never  had 
audi  misgivings  before,  and  I  do  not  like  them  at  all. 
Perhaps,  too,  she  is  in  lovo  already  witli  some  one  else. 
No^no — &li«  is  not  in  love.  Our  interview  was  very 
tweet,  Hubert:  and  you,  who  believe  in  the  doctrine 
Qf  love  at  Brat  sight — all  very  proper  of  course  to  odd 
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golden  glow  brratlied  from  (lie  sun  of  August, 
ud  touching  as  it  were  the  benrt  with  u  sort  of  luxii- 

mt  awe,  wurcd  and  guTe  tlicm  );ri>i.-ting.     I'vlvtinor 

(bed  widly.  Tbiit  liaiitit  of  licr  irliildhuod — but 
liviefly,  hihI  only  onco,  viKitt^d  Mtice  rlieii— bow  »or- 
rowfuUy  dear  it  sceniod  to  lier.  Its  aigbl  was  like  a 
calm  reproof  ta  tier  sou).  It  was  a§  if  it  said,  **  I 
□urecd  you  in  peace — wliy  went  you  forth  to  forget 
tlie  lesson  I  bad  taugbt  you  r"' 

Tlie  wbolc  journey  tbitber  bud  been  productive  to 
tier  lit  inton'uls  of  an  anxiety  w)  intense,  tliut  it  bad 
sieki'iied  into  puin.  She  Itiul  i;lanccd  around  ht'r 
furtit'cly  and  fearfully,  us  »lie  hud  prepared  to  step 
into  the  enrriagc — slic  had  seen  bim  whom  she  lor«t, 
where,  caution!!,  unil  t-ver  and  anon  retreating  in  the 
diHtance,  he  stood ; — and  never  perbapa  liad  the  ugbt 
of  an  object  so  dangeiouRly  dear  brought  a  sensation 
to  the  heart,  such  as  it  was  the  destiny  of  Eleanor 
tlieii  lo  feel.  Uearing,  as  in  a  dream — speaking,  ai 
in  s  dream — she  sat  by  the  tudc  of  Mrs.  Carteret. 
She  wouh)  bear  of  »o  delay  on  the  rond,  by  a  dread 
to  which  she  hardly  dared  to  give  shape  or  name ;  and 
her  orders,  brief  and  absolute,  were  attended  to,  nl 
every  stage,  with  a  precision,  and  carried  into  effect 
witli  a  nipidity,  thut  somewltat  astonished  Mrs.  Car- 
teret ;  and  at  length,  at  ii»  hour  earlier  than  had  been 
reckoned  on,  ihey  had  reached  the  Abbey. 

Mm.  Carteret  yet  lingered  in  tlic  hall,  admiring 
the  beautiful  avenue,  whose  noble  lengtli  seemed,  like 
an  enchanted  ebiiin,  to  bind  the  delicioui  and  secluded 
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le  hUkkI  bc«Jil«  ber — be  livnt  over  h«r — lie  walclird 
be  flickering  lirv,  as  it  strug^k-il  to  and  fro  over  tliut 
ir&ce — 111;  niLswl  lier  pnuivt?  Iiatid  to  Iii*  lips^ 
-"  In  his  preaeiice  I  sliiill  remember  yoii' — llie  heiirl'ii 
Itli  is  taken  on  tliis  liaiiil !" 

A  gusli  of  tears  relieved  her. 

"  1  am  bplter  now.  A  moment — one  moment — 
■ltd  I  «liall  be  ubic  to  return  to  Mrs.  Carteret.  Abt 
■lie  comes !" 

The  ncrrnin^  of  ijaturduy  iirrived.  The  pust-lHig 
was  laid  upon  tke  breakfast  table. — Amongst  tlie 
letters  was  one  for  Coningaby. 

As  soon  as  Eleanor  beheld  the  superscription  tbe 
colour  fled  from  her  cheek  and  lip.  She  retained  the ' 
letter  for  an  instant,  tlid  bu^  still  concealin<^  it.  It 
wax  franked — franked  in  a  hand  altogether  unfamiliar, 
completely  unknown,  to  her.  U'bo  could  have  heard 
so  soon  that  he  was  atChalfont?  Who  could  hat-e 
luid  occasion  to  write  to  him  so  soon  ?     But  Lady 

Julia she  had  made  perliaps  an  inquiry  of  the 

Dean.  The  letter  might  powibly  be  from  Lady 
Juliii.  Had  she  but  time  to  think— she  hud  no  time 
— he  sat  al  that  table  with  her. 

Pale,  and  her  fingers  coUl  as  ice— silent,  her  eyes 
fixed  on  him — she  handed  him  the  letter.  He  took 
it — he  Hud  nothing — he  laid  it  on  tlie  table — be 
turne<l,  ami  addressed  himM-lf  to  Mrs.  Oirteret. 

The  brcak&st  was  over. 

"  Henry,  we  »re  going  to  drive  over  to  Petnhurai; 
^^in.  Carteret  thought  it  would  be  too  hot  (o  ride." 


U  Un.  Ctmn*. 
«c  coolitr  «■  ywL 

:  »  1  bop*  ;«a  «ai 
ly  fc»w>    tin  « 


THE    ENGAGEHCNT. 


389 


*'  I  obey,"  said  Conii^by ;  "  (  ought  to  bare  no 
will  but  youn,"  Ii«  nilded,  turning  to  Elesnor ;  "  I 
lolH  you  so  last  iiiglit — lear  not  that  1  shall  foi^et  my 
ppooiiw." 

Bloanor  msir  nilb  iigitution.  "  You  will  be  ready 
(hen?" 

"  I  will." 

Coniiigsby  found  liimseir  alone.  He  opened  tlie 
letter:  it  nra§  from  Lord  Ilaslingbam,  and  tins  it 
ran: — 

"  We  must  meet.  Hiippy  as  you  have  lieen,  bappy 
KM  you  may  be,  the  inevitable  pause  is  come  at  laAt. 
MaiiJigc  w  that  nothing  t<e  suspected — that  tiotliin^ 
may  reucli  iht^  ear  of  the  Dean.  Iliere  is  one  wliotn 
1  would  not  <ttartlc,  for  her  own  ituke :  I  desire  also, 
tbat  she  be  rtot  startled  for  mine,  nor  for  the  siike  of 
my  revenge.  Deceive  them  its  you  can :  il  is  not 
always  difficult  to  dei-i-iv«.  I  would  wait,  rather  than 
be  foiled.  Tliiw  letter  may  find  you  fettered  by  some 
light  cng^agement  of  the  hour.  Keep  the  engage- 
ment. She  muit  ^ucss  nolhin^;  let  her  pass  the 
coming  nijrht  in  peuce — its  »tiades  can  cuver  your  de- 
paritire.  ^parc  her  puiii  while  you  may ;  kiiowli-dge 
must  be  her'!4  t»-inoriuw;  a  hnowledgw  that  will  come 
too  late.  You  will  find  me  at  the  Clarendon.  In- 
quiries, tliat  proved  fruitletut,  were  made  after  you 
there,  on  Thursday.  I  write  to  you  myself,  because 
the  |>ainfid  dcsite  haunts  tne,  to  speak  to  you  of  the 
poat,  ere  wc  find  ourselves  in  tliat  [lOftilion  when  it 
would  not  be  possible  thus  to  speak,  and  when   to 
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creaiinil  lic-r  pitiable  state  of  nervoa.uieM ;  because  stie 
was  watcliiiig  for  one  Bound — (hat  of  Iiis  step.  She 
ctlsmiwed  ber  maid — she  listened  again.  That  slop ! 
Wa«  it  his?  Going  to  his  room.  That  at  least  was 
well !  But  had  she  nut  licurd  him  whisper,  and  part 
from  some  one  at  llll^  bottom  of  the  stairs?  Yes — site 
WB8  sure  of  it  now.  Ten  mi:uite»  ptist— lialf  an  hour 
— «n  liour.  There  was  the  ojiening  of  a  door.  That 
step  again  1  So  soft — so  strangely  soft — yet  she 
knew  it  well.  How  very  soft  for  a  man's  stej) — but 
still  it  was  a  man's — and  in  tliut  direction,  whose 
could  it  be  but  his  9  She  bent  nervously  to  listen 
still.  That  was  thv  library  door,  shv  was  sure.  Still 
in  tlie  library  I  Ah  I  the  rloor  opened  again  !  In 
the  hall ....  What  door  was  that?  Closed — closed 
earefully.  O,  merciful  Heaven !  Where  was  he 
^ing?  He  was  gone!  She  tlirew  herself  inio  a  large 
cliair,  and,  burying  her  lace  upon  its  cushioned  8i<)e, 
gave  way  to  the  pent  up  passion  of  her  soul. 

She  started  up— slic  sprang  to  tiie  window.  What 
was  the  dark  group  in  the  distance,  under  that  stately 
and  well- rem  em  be  red  tree  ?  A  mail  ?  Two  men  ? 
No,  a  man  and  hortes.  Hut  the  group  changed.  Yes 
— the  figure  of  anotlier  man  had  joined  it  So  tall 
too  !  It  vsm  him !  It  was  Henry  Coning^by  !  Un- 
knowing what  she  did,  site  threw  open  the  window- 
she  strained  her  eyes  through  the  distance  and  tlie 
darkness.  A  sound — the  tramp  of  horses'  feet — she 
could  see  tliem  no  longer — she  could  only  hear  them  : 
and  in  tliat  still  and  beautiful  night,  the  sound  was 
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Steps  in  the  gallery,  and  the  hall  door  close;  and  the 
sound  of  horses'  feet ;  that  I  was  afraid  sudden  and 
evit  news  might  have  called  Captain  Coningsby  back 
to  town.  Had  she  heard  any  thing  ?  Had  she  seen 
any  thing?  That  I  thought  he  had  entered  the 
library — perhaps  there  might  be  a  letter  or  note  from 
him  there — that  I  wished  her  to  go  and  see. 

"  She  obeyed  me :  he  had,  as  I  imagined  was  the 
case,  left  for  me  a  hurried  line;  it  was  this: — 
" '  [  am  compelled  to  leave  you— be  at  peace.' 
"  I  remember  !  He  remembers  !  But  O,  my  dear 
QDcle,  I  am  not  at  peace.  Again  I  beseech  you,  seek 
them  out  Try  if  you  can  hear  of  him  at  his  hotel — 
at  the  Clarendon — he  may  have  gone  there  first 
Write  to  me,  pray  write  to  me*— I  am  miserable. 
Farewell,  my  dear,  dear  uncle. 

"E.  B." 

Thb  letter  was  yet  in  the  hands  of  the  Dean,  when 
he  was  interrupted  by  De  Grey. 
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■Btnci  pronoiiuctid  by  tlip  lip«  of  him  be  huted; — pro- 
IDCwl  aftt-r  an  interval  of  inoud)'  separatioti— pro* 
meet)  aft^r  ihc  recurrence  uf  aii  event,  tlie  roeinory 
vhidi  Hcatliei)  bis  brain. like  fiVe. 
"  Ha !"  be  said,  drawinji;  a  long  brcatb  as  he  fixed 
his  eyes  on  Couin^by ;  "  and  you  name  me  !" 

"  I  do  name  you :  it  is  a  relief  to  mc  to  do  so ;  my 
Dili  has  been  on  tbe  rack  till  I  could  see  you." 
"  On  tbe  rack  ? — on  tlie  rack  ?  1  thotigbt  you  )ia<l 
bad  pleasant  tliougbts  to  feed  it  with  of  late.     Were 
[     you  on  ibc  rack  at  Mornington  ?'* 
^b     The   colour  mounted   to  the  brow  of  ConJngsby. 
^p  Haslinfrham,  heur  inc." 

^K    '*  I  came  to  bear  you.     Tlierc  arc  tliwe  who  woidd 
^HkBvc  persuaded  me  ibut  it  was  not  fit  that  in  this  man* 
^Bter,  »nA  for  tliiii  purpose,  we  should  meet;  but  t]»e 
^world'H  Hucciiict  code  of  private  law  had  not  where- 
I     witlial,  amongst  its  enactments,  precisely  tbe  special 
clause  requiute  to  satisfy  mo.     It  was  my  pleiisiire — 
my  determination — my    will — to    huvC)  in    tlw    first 
instiuioe,  an  account  rendered  of  ttie  injury  tlutt  was 
done  me,  even  by  tlie  man  who  did  it.     Ferhaps  I 
wUhed  to  sound  tbe  depths  of  human  nature,  when  it 
lends  itself  at  once  to  the  templiitions  oflered  by  llit> 
Sterner  and  tin*  softor  pUMsioiis — ^perhaps  1  wisla-d  to 
see  wbetlier  tbe  pussions  ibiit  thus  tempt,  teach  us  a 
sophistry  so  exquisite,  tltat  after  it  has  enabled  tn  to 
impose  on  ourselves,  it  gifts  us  witli  tlie  power  of  im- 
posing upon  otbi'rs— perhaps  1  hud  the  lurkiuj^  hope 
will  confess  that,  under  the  circumstances,  the 
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*  aid  OMtnpby,  nodi  agit 


"  I  care  not  to  blame  her.     Those  wbo  abiue  my 
Dre,  loM!  it.    I  had  been  bound  wben  1  was  blirH).     I 

I! — und  I  nm  free." 

"  It  M  not  your  wont,  Haslinglinm,  to  be  cold  lu  you 

'  now.  Speak  as  I  wa»  accmtomcd  to  bear  yon  K{K>uk 
1  Vienna:  lamh  on  m«  wiiat  rcproucbcs  you  clioo»c: 
-in  a  degree,  tiiougb  not  to  tbc  vxt«nt  you  ima^ne, 
^dLrservc,  and  tJierefore  consent  to  bear  ibem.  If 
anovil  moment  gave  mo  tlic  false  courage  todoxiTong, 
a  better  one  gift*  me  with  the  Inic  courage  to  confess 
iL  1  expect  you  not  to  Hpare  me,  but  I  demund  tluil 
you  spare  her.  Knowing  notliing  but  the  umple 
fact " 

"  Knowing  nothing  but  tbe  fact!"  said  Lord  Mm- 
linglinmi  tlie  hue  of  anger  kindling  on  hie  cbeek.  "  What 
beyond  tbe  fact  18  it  necessary  for  me  to  know?  Fact  I 
l«  it  not  fact  that  convinces  our  judgment,  slrikeodown 
our  doubljt,  spurs  uh  to  revenge '(  fact  I  was  khe  not 
minei*  And  in  ttiose  moments  wa.<t!^henot  yours?— in 
heart,  form,  feeling,  passion,  yours?  Yours,  became 
she  was  happy — because  you  were  happy — because 
ncitlior  could  have  been  thus  liappy,  had  eadi  not 
known  that  the  othsr  was  so  ?" 

"  The  more  exquisite,  then,  the  agony  to  fling  Iier 
from  mr— mine  was  that  agony." 

"  Iteytmil  rJi«  (act!"  continued  Lord  Haslingham. 
"  The  stern  memories  of  my  soul  are  pinioned  to  that 
fact,  making  liate  immortal." 

"  Haslingham,  in  the  name  of  the  Ciud  who  sees 

us  both " 
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I'crhaps  it  may  not  be  in  my  power  fully  to  aii- 

iwer  that  quesiioD.     Let  it  suffice,  llmt  if  I   hoped 

incline  her  sa  to  lUten,  I  muat  have  been  conwtous 

my  livart  unreservedly  and  dovotcdly  Hprung  for- 

to  watch  and  to  hail  every  movement — every 

nge  of  ber's." 

"Change — change  again  !"  said  Lord  IliuUngltam. 
Why  do  you  say  change  'i" 
Coningsby  hesitated. 

"  I  desired  to  trace  a  change  in  my  fuvour.     Wlio, 
my  position,  would  not  have  devired  it?" 
"  In  your  position  I     Pity  you  maintained<it  noi ! 
be  prize  in  view  was  noble." 

"  I  knew  its  nobleness,"  said  Coningsby.     "  But  a 
prize  in  view,  is  not  alwayii  a  prize  to  be  obtained." 

Lord  Hftslingham  bent  his  eyes  to  the  ground  in 
rapid  thought. 
^H    "  Hut  you  hoped  to  obtain  it  Btill?" 
H   •'  I  loMt  tiitit  hope." 

^H  "Lost  it!     May  I  ask  how  you  lost  it?    But  1 

^Meed  not  ask.     She,  pure— dignified — single-minded 

^ — warm  of  heart — virtuoiui  in  purpose— unwavering 

in  principlea, — saw  tlmt  you  forgot  her ;.— more — that 

you  foigot  her  for  one — who.... How?    Offend  thus 

tbe  exquisite  being  yon  addrested?     Be  at  onco  in- 

^^onstantand...." 

B   "  Haslingham,  for  God's  sake,  take  care  what  you 
r     My. . .  .take  care  for  her  sake — ■" 

"  Horaiia  Mornington  in  nothing  to  me  now."— 
^The   mention   of  that   mime   mwle  Coningsb)   turn 
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need.     I  defy  it  to  liiivc  lm])peited.     GuarcU-d  by 

die  knowledge  that  Iloratia  Moniinglon  was  yours— 

pired  by  tbc  bopc    that   Eleanor    Uelleisle    would 

come  mine — I  ask  you  is  it  probablo — I  ask  you  is 

.  posMblV;  tliat  1  «boukl  baw  stepped  out  of  my  para- 

to  entangle  myself  amid  tliorns  ?     liut  »lie  left 

DC  not  tliis  hope — I  nas  pi<)ued"..  ..be  slopped  siid- 

toly,   for   he  was  c-unscioiis   of   the   importance  of 

vilbbolding;  from  Lord  liaslingham  the  slightest  inti- 

ntion  of  pust  uttviitioiis  to  Lkiinor  on  tlic  part  of 

Grey...."  I  mean,   (  was  ci-rtuin  there  wns  no 


"  Wbal  made  you  so  certain  ?" 

"The  iinprewtion    was   on   me,"  sai<l   Coningsby, 

hurriedly ;  "  and  forced  and   thrown  from   ber  com- 

iy,  and  precipitated  a^iuat  my  will,  against  my 

ludgment,  by  a  chain  of  unlucky  circumittancvs  on 

but  of  unotlior — 1  bad  touched,  cro  I  knew  that  my 

&nd  wus  tbcre." 

"Igttorantly  as  we  may  toucb,  the  band  nevertlie- 
I  is  Ataiiied,"  said  I^rd  liaslingham. 
•*  Tnie,  but  the  stain  reaches  not  from  tbe  hand 
I  the  heart.  Ha&lingbam,  my  heart  is  clear.  Had  it 
Dot  been  so,  I  could  scarcely  have  told  all  to  Eleanor 
Bellcisle." 

"Told  her!   Told  her  all  !"  said  Lord  Haslingham, 
new  agitation  evidently  mastering  bim :  "  atul  she 
granted  your  pardon  'f 

"Sbe  could  feel  for,  and   therefore  she   ctcuoed 
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wing  I  could  be  false  lo  botli  ?  If  you  suppostt 
bis,  yoa  wrong  me :  and  you  wjoag  also  tlio  dignity 
of  one,  whom  tt  bpcnme  no  man  to  approach  with  ii 
divided  bomugv.  Such  homage  as  1  had  paid  else- 
where, I  avouch  again,  I  de^irod  not  to  pay— I  shrunk 
back  if  I  detected  myself  paying  iL  I  said,  Am  I 
paying  it?  It  is  not  possible?  She  is  his — she 
knows  it. — And  the  farther,  and  the  oftcner,  titid  the 
nore  scrupuloiisly  I  drew  from  wiihin  that  fatal  drclct 
only  the  more  inevitably  and  iiiextriad>ly  was  I 
fOTced  within  the  boundary  line  Uf^in.  Lady  Mel- 
don — every  one — every  thing — combined  against 
me." 

"  Lady  ileldon  ?" 

"  Yrs,  it   displeased   her   to  sec  mc  hover  about 
Br  daughter.     I    told   you    I    was   forced  from  her 


"Vot  till  after  she  had  rejected  you?"  said  Lord 
Jin^liam,  inquisitively.     "  And  if  she  had  rejected 
II,  why  did  you  not  leave  Temple  Bourne?" 
Coningitby  was  at  a  loss  for  a  reply.     Again  he 
emembori-d  Im  jealousy  of  I)e  Grey. 

*'  1  hovered  perhaps  longer  than  I  ought,  seeing 
there  was  no  hope,"  he  said  at  last.  "There  lay 
the  evil.  But  1  was  about  to  go — I  never  inti^nde^l 
to  pay  tliat  fatal  vi&it,  let  Chailwick  have  said  what 
li«  may.  Compelled  by  Mansfield  to  call  at  Moni- 
ington...." 

"  IIow !  Mansfield ?     1  do  not  understand  you." 
"  Left  by  liim  at  tlie  gale — forced  to  ask .... " 


wkk 


!     1  nWrbcforar 


tbrhmHT 


»  ■«»! 


1  r-B-hl.  y*> 


i»k«' 


■  har  «mI!    Bit 


C^--i-g<br.!fl 


THE    ENUACttllKNT. 


305 


lAurried  voice.     "Tbe  blood  mounrs  at  hat — takv 

ed  how  you  speak.     God  forgive  me — 1  cannot 

ir  it !" 

He  spoke  Irutli,  aai  I  believed  him.     He  Imd  the 

lurage  to  «lcp  forwun),  and  in  time." 

"  He  »tcp])cd  forwiml  a  revengeful,  ii  eAlumiiialing 

tin: — lie  Hteppcd  forvrsrd,  not  for  your  wike,  but 

bin  own.     I  know  bim,  and  I  despise  Uim.    1  know 

and  I  denounce  Itiin.     Trutli  under  bis  toucb 

comes   falsehood.     The   shadow   of  hh  own  dark 

jnd  fiills  on  il.     His  truth  is  not  the  tnitli  of  un 

tnoumble  mail.     I  defy  it  to  be  bo.     I  llirow  back 

I  him  liis  BJundcr — let  none  touch  it  but  he.    Iloratia 

'\Ris  not  laii^lit  to  deceive.    The  love  was  an  uiifaappy, 

not  un  uiirighlvoiis  love — her  tears  had  BaiictiBed  iu 

An4l  for  me — I  alw  bad  cliastiscd  my  rebclUoua  heail, 

or  I  had  not  left  her  in  tbo«e  tCitrH." 

"  You  left  ber,  because,  altliough  you  had  dared 
to  scoff  at  my  honourable  claim,  you  dared  not... ." 

** Dared  not!  llaslingham,  retract  that  word.  I 
bear  no  more." 

I'alc  as  dcutb,  each  stood  for  n  momonl  transfixed  in 
the  pTtfKencc  of  the  otiicr. 

**  Ha )  a  step,"  stud  Lord  Haisllngham,  turning  sud- 
denly round.  "You  gave  orders — I  know  you  must 
have  given  orders — who  comes  /     Who  can  come  ?" 

The  steps  approached  the  door.  Coningsby  ad- 
vanced towards  it.  Ere  he  reached  it,  it  was  opened — 
the  visitor  was  the  Dean. 

He  entered  unannounced.     At  i\ts  entrance  not  u 
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rererett  friend,  tliat  I  broke  Crom  you  as  I  did. 
ler  pence  in  peril!  Wby?  How?  Me  says  she 
docH  not  love  liim — lie  lias  told  in«  so — tital  lie  no 

longer  loves  Iter but  tliat  mad  tbonght  came  on  me 

— the  thought  of  the  dark  injury  he  had  done  me — and 
I  forgot  all  else.     Peril,  and  for  ever !" 

The  Dean  fixed  bin  eyes  on  Lord  Haslingham,  but 
he  did  not  speak. 

Lord  Haslinglijun  gUincvd  at  Conin^by. 

Conin^by  lia^tcnt-d  to  reply. 

"  I  sai<l  «u  when  I  knew  not  that  you  had  lui  ear 
for  what  1  said.  I  have  no  clioice  but  to  repeat  il) 
when  1  know  that  you  are  all  ear.  I  do  repeat  it— her 
peace  would  have  been  perilled  for  ever;  yet  she  baft) 
as  1  avouched,  no  love  for  ....  me." 

I^nl  Hasling^ham  answered  not.  He  had  token 
th«  Dvan's  hand  before:  he  pressed  it  between  both 
of  his.  At  Icngtli  in  low  and  broken  accents  he 
said : 

**  Thli  of  her — and  from  him  f  In  tlie  dark — in  tlie 
dark.  How  could  I  know?  BIes5e<I  be  God  for  this  light ! 
I  breathe  now ....  I  see ....  I  hope ....  for  does  she 
not .  ...Did  he  not  mean  so?  Did  be  notsay  »o?. ... 
I  wronged  him.... but  I  toll  you,  I  tell  you  botli  1 
was  In  the  <lark.  Her  peace ! — Perilled  ! — O  God  I 
is  this  true  ?  And  he  to  be  the  one  to  t<'ll  mo  I  He 
whom ....  I  forgive  hint — I  forgive  Coningiiby.  Bear 
wttnesfl  I  forgive  him.  !jay  to  her  she  lias  done  it  all 
-say  to  Iter  this — say  more.     Ves,  let  him  make 
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H— T*~   l»ppT.     I  oagbl  wM  to  hare  spokn  h  1 

"  It  k  fMicattea,"  aid  Cam^;aby. 

**Ab  I  ia  a  dnan?     Or  was  I  io  a  ttreain  at 
Tiiaaa.  and  ilo  I  wake  ao«  ?  Wliat  deceired  me ... . 

I wIm  frtM  tke  £rat m«  deMJvetlme?  W1m>? 

C— M  H  b«  so  ?  DeveJTV  me  in  one  thing,  m^t  Ik 
■at  deeme  me  m  aU?  How!  Fkveti  oo?  Hs 
impe?  Aad  the  kappiaeM  of  ny  life  at  stake  die 
«Ue?  Ha<l  he  a  hean,  thai  thus  it  pleased  hha  Bi 
tia^Ue  apon  miac !  And  to  think  that  I  shonM  so 
trast  dat  Ban^ 

"  Voa  tnsse^y  and  he  betnreid  the  trust,"  mi  the 
Dei::,  ■■  A<  vour  friend  he  betrayed  vod — as  your 
a^:-.:  "le  Sjirayevi  you.  and  laughed  you  to  scorn  ahen 
he  h^r.  lic-ne.  We  have  proofe  to  produce  of  this — 
p!\v:^  f  :\vjred  throuwh  a  channel  that  stamps  on 
theE  a  fa.-;ber  auiheuiicin-.  Coning^by  knew  it  all 
lor,^  -V-'  ■  ^""^  '^^  would  Lave  put  you  on  your  guard, 
bi:;  :it'  arch  lii-sembltT  stood  beiireen  you  and  him; 
it  »i*  imposiibie  to  obtain  your  ear.  Therefore  was 
it  tii.i:  Cbaiiwick  hated  Coniogsby:  therefore  were 
y^Mi  j,-«>  tiu^ht  to  hate  him.  Another  and  a  softer 
iEv>;:»e  3iai^e  him  kindle  mischief  between  vou.  Ask 
Co'ln^riv,  at  anoiher  time,  whether  he  did  Dot  dis- 
cover tha;.     Take  it  on  my  word  now." 

•■I  ,;o  take  it:  and  I  marvel  while  I  scorn.  Aspire 
:o  ;;er :  Ay — and  when  we  watched  together....! 
see  if  .ii'.  ron-."' 
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"  He  Uptrod  not,"  said  llio  Dean.  "  He  knew  that 
lie  (lared  not  ilo  so :  bis  very  love  was  mean.  But 
croudied  in  die  dust  before  her,  as  he  lay,  ho  ImutA 
tite  stepa  of  lliose  who  passed,  or  i«'aiche<i  for  Ihu 
approaching  shadows  of  those  who  might  hereafter 
pass  him.  Of  that,  however,  enough ;  sufficient  that 
he  was  goudetl  onwards  to  an  evil  end.  As  I  said, 
there  are  yrooU  to  he  produced  that  must  convince 
you.  'riicy  have  been  oblaiiii-d  by  l)e  Grey.  Come 
wiib  me ;  CoTiiiigshy  will  come  with  us.  Dc  Grey 
waita,  not  witliout  aiixtety,  my  return  to  Ilroolc  Street." 

*'  Is  it  necessary  (hat  I  should  meet  Mr.  De  Grey  T' 
said  Lonl  Ilasliiigham,  shrinking  back. 

*'  It  is,  Eleanor,"  continued  llie  Dean,  turning  to 
C'oningsby,  jmd  dropping  bis  voice  as  he  did  so,  "  dis- 
covcre4l  your  departure  at  the  instant  it  took  place, 
and  informed  me  of  it.  Do  you  think,  then,  that  1 
could  refit  satisfied  with  the  reply  that  forbade  my 
entrance  here?  I  could  not;  and  in§isting  on  my 
right  of  admisfiion,  and  obtaining  the  direction  I  re- 
<]uired,  I  pursued  my  nay  nione.  Dear  child,"  be 
udilcd,  iilTt'ctionutoly,  and  Lord  Huslinghum  drew 
near  as  he  heard  those  words — "1  sluill  write  to  her 
at  once ;  hut  1  must  join  her  soon,  to  console  her  for 
the  ahirm  you  occasioned  her.  1  leave  town  to- 
morrow.*' 

"  For  Chalfonl?"  said  Lord  Huslingham,  anxiously. 
"It  is  long  since  I  have  seen  Cludfont.  It  must  be 
in  all  its  beauty  now." 
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Wm  yoD  come  down  with 
gnoped  igxin  tbe  hand  thil  «u 


I  want  to  be  at  CbaUoiil— I 
VWa  as  Tw  start?     Som? 
dbenot  tbcre?" 


CHAPTER  XLV. 

"  Hon  lay  you  by  thil  chiDge  I" 

Othello. 
"  Ii'i  Tar  you  ride  ?" 

Macbeth. 

"  Knock  at  Ihe  Abbey  gate." 

CoHEDT  or  Errors. 

"The  picture  "  •  •  in  your  chnmbeT." 

Two  Gentleueh  or  VeHONjt. 

"  IF  e'er  I  lov'd  tier,  all  that  lore  ia  gaoe. 
My  beari  viih  her,  but  m  guetc-ffiee  acjoum'd : 
And  DOW  to  Helen  it  ii  home  relum'd  : 
There  to  remain." 

MiDsuHiteK  NiOHT'a  Dreau. 

A  WEEK,  only  a  week — again  whirled  on  over  one 
of  the  smooth  high  roads  of  England — again  beset  by 
thoughts  passionate  and  sweet — more  enviable  still 
is  the  position  of  Lord  Haslingham ;  for  then  he  sought 
to  prove  that  to  be  true,  which  a  presentiment  whis- 
pered to  him  was  false ;  now,  he  feels  that  unless  he 
himself  become  false,  all  that  he  desires  moat  will 
offer  irrefragable  proof  that  it  is  true. 

The  Dean  left  him  to  bis  musing  silence.     Bewil- 
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But  a  mist  came  orer  the  gaxmg  eyes  of  his  young 
paasion — he  found  another  at  her  side,  and  she  seemed 
to  love  to  have  him  there.     He  chose  not  to  advance, 
to   find  that  he  had  advunced  too   late.     Je<i1ous  of 
the  post  in  wlticli  lie  beheld  ConingKby  tn^tiilled,  yet 
knowing  not  that  ho  wai  jealouo — drawing  back,  bc- 
cstue  he  felt  be  had  been  on  tlie  point  of  dntwin^  too 
near — teaching  himself  in  the  distance  to  look  calmly 
on  her  brow,  yet  hurt  because  she  made  the  dislanoe 
greater  still — losing  the  memory  of  a  love  that  liad 
transformed  itself,  in  the  pre«cnt  pressure  of  a  bate 
that  was   transforming  kirn  —  looking   round   to  see 
where  he  might  fix  a  lore,  which)  if  it   prospered) 
would  gratify  the  liesiro  of  hate — the  desire  of  dis- 
appninting  tlie  heir — ktooping  his  high  heart  that  it 
might  drink  bitterness,  and  in  the  fancied  exigenee 
of  the   moment,   and   ere   I  be    bitterness    could    be 
drained  off,  sowing  a  new  love  upon   it — its   early 
birth  tlius  gathering  ntreiiglh  from  tlie  tide  which  hud 
made  otlier  soft  thoughts  wither  and  die.     A  prey  to 
such  imaginings,  and  tbe  diseased  dupe  of  the  dark 
counsi'ls  tliaC  chimed  in  with  his  mood,  what  marvel 
that  tlie  gloom  deepened,  and  tliat,  the  fimtastic  taking 
the  shape  of  the  real,  he  drew  hack  from  tbe  contact 
in  resentment,  in  aversion,  and  in  scorn  ?     But  the 
clear  cool  day  bad  come  at  last  into  the  clouded  places 
of  tlie  heart,  and  he  saw  tHat  one  image  remained 
where  he  had  first  placed  it — tlie  image  of  Eleanor 
Belleistc.  Yet  how  tell  her  tliis  '("—how  tell  her  now  ? 
— how  tell  her  so  late  ?     Step  over  tlie  fragments  of 
VOL.  ni.  r 
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stupefaction !  Beloveil  by  a  being  bo  ac>compli»lie(l, 
so  high  minded — of  intellect  so  exquisite — of  a  iiiture 
so  devoted  and  so  pure !  He  bad  not  then  been  one 
of  the  Kclt'-ilt'criving,  (he  complacent,  und  tlie  vnini 
in  aiippovintf  it  pait«ib)e  lie  miglit  be  ihas  deitrly, 
deeply,  juid,  for  himself  alone,  beloved-  Eveiy  where 
— with  every  one— he  liad  not  been  cast  into  the 
■bade  by  C'oningsby.  The  single  fact  bis  soal  hung 
over  chased  the  evil  thought  away  for  erer.  She* 
whom  BO  many  courted,  had  choeen  fiim  f  Hu  pride 
held  out  the  hand  to  hi?  pence.  The  poison-weed  of 
Ms  nature  contained  in  its  depth  balm;  even  ns  tberr 
are  plants  in  whose  separate  portions  lie  health  and 
renom.  She  indeed  would  be  hU  otJier  Mi'lf — islie 
would  understand  him.  Were  ambition  bU  aim,  she 
would  stand  at  liis  side  as  lie  started,  and  point  out  to 
liim  the  m-urrst  path  to  the  goal.  Her  counsels  woold 
at  onc«  MMiilieund  inspire.  I.et  him  win  witat  wealth 
he  might  in  the  arena  of  the  world's  high  conflicts,  ber 
fingers  would  arrange  tlie  flowers  more  exquisitely 
still,  und  (ho  name  and  the  nature  of  each  would  be 
fnntiliiir  \\s  "  hounchold  words"  to  her.  And  tliis  lofty 
happiness  was  to  he  lii«  I  He  looked  up  at  it  where 
it  bung  high  before  him;  be  was  about  to  spring,  that 

he  might  grasp  it wotihl  she  bold  out  the  hand,  if 

be  sprung  ? 

He  forced  himself  to  converse  with  tlie  Dean.     He 
ipoke  again  of  the   detected  villainy  of  Cbadwick. 
He  told  of  all  the  poison  that  had  been  poured  by 
him  into  bis  ready  ear,  during  tlieir  driva  to  London 
I  p  2 
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tKis  aix-idpnt,  so  you  may  explain  at  onc«  hov  I  am 
deUirtitl." 

I'he  Deaii  reentered  tbe  lodge.  Lord  Haslinfrhnm 
drove  on. 

Sunset — alone — entering  again  a  noble  park,  full  of 
itiitiripationg,  wliirh  only  had  their  existence  because 
nntici  put  ions  indulged  but  a  brief  space  before,  at  a 
similar  liouri  and  in  a  scene  most  simitar,  had  proved 
worse  tliiin  v«in.  O  man  I  tiiou  thndl  and  sport  of  cir- 
cuniRUincc  and  of  pivwion,  wituever  tliou  mayeftt  be,  M 
thou  lookeftt  npoi)  this,  say,  is  it  not  a  mirror  in  which 
thou  mayest  see  thyself  and  tby  mutability  !  Who 
riiall  pronounce  that  such  change  i«  not  a  part  of  our 
nature  ?     It  i*  our  nature. 

Lord  llaslingliam  was  ushered  into  an  antique  and 

noble  TXKKn,  communicating  by  folding  doont  with  a 

•econd,  whose  propoilions  were  on  n  somewhat  nnaller 

scale,  but  whose    cliar«cter   and   arrangements  were 

ibe  same.    One  of  the  folding  doom  was  slightiyi  very 

slightly  open — so  sJigbtly,  that  it  appeared   to  have 

been  the  result  of  accident ;  and  thus  it  chanced  that 

be  perceived,  Hated  at  a  table  at  the  tariher  end  of 

that  inner  room,  and  with  ber  back  to  him,  Eleanor 

Belletsle.     Her  litve  was  bent  over  the  table,  and  nlie 

appeared  wrapt  in  contemplation  of  something  that 

lay  before  lier.     He  would  enjoy  the  still  luxury  of 

loohing  at  her  for  a  nvoment  or  two  unseen.     She  bad 

evidently  not  been  disturbed  by  the  dtsbint  doung  of 

the  door  through  which  he  had  entered.    The  servants 
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and  venelianed  clismbcr,  Wr  «y«4  CAUglit  bia  image  in 
the  mirror.  There  wia  •  slight  cry — she  snatclied  tlte 
picture  from  tlw  table' — concealed  it  impulsively  on 
ii«r  bosom — crowed  her  handfl  over  it — in  vaia — all 
Mrcngth  vfta  gone — she  fell  back  insensible  ia  the 
chnir. 

He  sprung  to  her  sMe— on  her  knee  lay  tl>c  iaithful 
copy  of  his  own  lintarM.  To  him,  however,  it  up- 
pnretl  the  picture  be  bad  sent  to  Horatia.  He  had 
no  limtf  to  waNte  in  wonder,  though  at  another  mo- 
ment marvel  would  liave  readied  its  height^  as  to 
how  it  had  come  into  the  possession  of  Eleanor  Bel- 
leisle.  He  knew  only  that  she  hud  been  gaicing  on 
it  with  eyes  of  love,  and  (hat  tliD8«  eyes  were  closed, 
because  tlic  living  origioal  of  that  beloved  shadow  had 
broken  ituddenly  on  her  retirement.  Mastered  by 
strange  happineRS,  life  bad  staggered  on  to  llie  border* 
of  dealli.  Beautiful  in  that  marble  place  slie  reclined 
— if  she  breathed  not,  how  might  he  dare  to  breathe  ! 
Ho  fttood  before  her,  imssion  itself  chiiiiHNl ;  but  it 
moved  at  length  in  \u  clui!n,  mid  turned  and  encoun- 
tered fear.  Tliat  trance — he  mu«t  rouse  her  from  it — 
he,  only  he.  The  solitude  was  sacred  to  Iiim  and  to 
ber.  He  Itod  been  tlie  t^ject  she  had  looked  on, 
ill  the  sweet  and  Martiing  pain  of  tier  surprise — fae 
muMt  be  the  object  on  which  she  sliould  look  wlicii 
that  mixed  pain  settled  into  joy.  He  ftjioke  to  her^ 
he  pressed  her  hand — lie  looked  round  for  sometliiag 
lo  restore.  >lo  took  hastily  from  its  silver  case  a 
flu^-on  of  Enu  dc  Cologne — he  sprinkled  the  scented 
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}>tcke(l  up  tlie  miDiature — lie  tai<t  it  on  the  table — 
!ip  closed  llie  ci»9C  as  he  did  so— he  turned  to  her. 

lie  had  now  time  to  express  the  wonder  that  pos- 
sciistMl  him,  and  in  Iiis  buoyniit  complacency  be  ven- 
tured to  Mprc««  it 

**  Tluit   picture ....  pardon    him    you    have    made 

happy. . .  .bow  came  it  here?     Lent,  because  it  w-a<i 

valuolcGs  ?     Retained,    bccauee  it  was  ....  valued  t 

Suid  I  not  I  bad  cho«cn  when  a  deep  delusion  was  on 
me  ?     'I'liat  you,  only  you  were  tlie  choice  of  my  soul  ? 
And  if  I  nid  all  thitt,  did  I  not  my  uue  ?     Afraid 
perhaps   that   tliose    features  should   reproach    her  i 
Daring  not  to  be  baanted  even  by  my  unofiendittg 
eliadow  |     False  girl !     Was  abe  not  very  false,  my 
Eleanor?      And  yet  1  swear  to  you   hor  falsehood 
uni^vrx  me  no  more.     I  have  spntng  over  it  to  a  hap- 
piness so  e.^quisite,  tliat  I  tremble  when  the  idea  comes 
acro«ti  me,  that  it  waa  possible,  just  possible  she  might 
Iwve  proved  true.     How  if  Couingsby  had  not  come 
to  Temple   Bourne?   or  how  if   you...... let  us  not 

talk  of  iL  I  love  you — you  are  mine.  One  word 
more  about  tliat  miniature.  You  thought  it  like,  1 
believe,  when  I  left  it  in  your  charge  at  Vienna? 
At  ibe  lime  1  mean  when  the  artist  bad  jtut  com- 
pleted it,  and  when  I  went  somewhat  suddenly  to 
Prague  ?" 

"  Ye«,  very  like,"  satd  Rlctmnr  mnrmurlngly.  She 
uiw  bia  error.  Hut  undeceive  bim?  Her  womnn> 
pride,  her  woman's  modetly  rejoiced,  that  he  was  in 
PS 
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'*  1  Ika^ikt  ^  one  k^  been  of  carred  iTory,*  aid 
Lmd  TlMlJBgfcMi,  lAtr  »  fMn*.  and  gkacii^ 
»t  ib«  pictaM. 

A  bve  tf  dMper  Mvlet  BUtled  over  the  coonW- 

BMROf  EImMT. 

Ue  Mufccd  Ibr  b— irifol  sod  buzniag  hlitili ;  ht 
gascd ;  «Dd  as  kt  giaed  it  dcvpcocd.  He  stretcbnl 
«t  hb  ^  to  tW  ala'ncwt, 

*•  Do  Mt  look  al  U  if  yon  pliie."  nod  EImoo*  in 
,  ud  byio^  m  >br  tfMtkr,  h«r  u«inlilin( 

Lord  HafiaghiB  rahod  the  mtxtfrnag  hattd 

"I  ksop  tUohoad  ID  prtMHi....  I  uBwrwdioi 
wH  of  amd  ivofyt"  ke  Mid,  Silng  eyn  full  oft 
irndifiHM,  at  ooce  wfl and  joyatUt  an  the  oouainttDra 
«f  Ekuwr. 

net's  were  dowataM,  aad  ik*  aid  aolhini^. 

"  Do  jroa  oot  remeinber  kow  y oa  adadrtd  the 
KToUi'  Yoa  aid  ikc  alu  relievo  una  so  beautifiil.' 
And  1  toM  j-oa  it  ww  oopiod  from  one  oa  a  cande- , 
kbrnm  in  tke  Fi^aee  of  the  Lower  Belvid«r«.' 

Still  Eleanor  ^Mike  not. 

*-  But  tka  scraU  is  pualad,"  «ud  Lord  '. 
aad  bo  drew  ibe  raintatnre  norr  uoar.     "  I^ardon  tli<r 
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aceming  vanity,"  he  continued :  but  one  Imnd  was  siill 
oocupied  wiili  her'n,  aiid  the  clasp  waa  obstinate. 

"  A  moment — one  moment,"  be  said^  stniling;  and 
he  set  her  liaud  free. 

"  Horstia,  perhape,  wiis  not  in  the  habtt  of  openiii)^' 
this  case  often,  or  is  it  only  tny  own  uwkwardnesn  f" 

The  ctiutp  yielded.  He  guied  on  hit  own  features 
with  a  pcri>lcxed  and  wondering  air.  The  resem- 
blance) executed  by  Eleanor,  was  in  every  particular 
fto  perfect,  that  lie  dared  not  gire  voice  to  the  sweet, 
proud  hope  that  came  into  his  heart  He  examined 
the  case— he  was  certain  thai  at  least  was  not  the 
same:  her  silence— her  confusion.... yes — tlic  sus- 
picion most  be  true? 

He  walked  to  the  window.  Ha  1  the  |Hiintcd  scroll 
— ■  ^c-simile  of  that  in  thv  ullCKrclievo  ?  'I'he  cum, 
then,  vna  a  copy : — he  scrutinize<l  with  searching  eye 
the  portrait  tliat  lay  enshrined  within  it.  What  was 
that  traced  in  tli«  shade  of  tlic  corner?  He  drew 
up  the  Venetian — he  held  llie  picture  to  the  light — 
he  looked — he  drew  a  quick  breath — lie  closed  thu 
ease — he  sprang  back  to  tlie  couch  where  she  sat — 
he  caught  her  in  his  arms. 

"  Forgive  me  the  momentary  pride — the  pri«le  is  of 
your  making.  God  knows  how  I  reverence — how  I 
love  you  !  I  want  you  to  know  it — you  connot  know 
it.  It  is  impossible  you  can  ever  know  how  much  I 
love  you,    I  caimot  s)teak only  let  me  lore  you." 

He  clasped  her  again  to  lits  liovt — she  answired 
that  embrace — she  l«t  him  love  her, 
i>  6 
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'  M:-;T  men-  u  s&±  j  la  jfukae  »»  »tiL  Ladr  Met- 
am. '  a.11  >Lr.  MjuiBfeji.  viieK.  a*  dke  nrpnie  aod 
.:^e^a:r-T.tci/a  ir  ner  iMTT^dicw  iOie  3«^«aa  him  tebered, 
wnu  ui>t  111.  Jitu  jifT  nutnot^  twoh.  Meaioo  told 
^  ^  iiL  uii  L  i.TirA-1.  Ku:  1  omdadni  o<  cow  yoa 
wnuii  -c^  nd  .  ~  uiiL  Vi.T.cftf..f  jh4  hii  *Up  ^wa  ooe 
ic  It?  i>;^  ujiifs.  nuu  :2  uri_T  pnniJMM  M«suc&.  aad 
jeKe>i  iiiii:>t!'j:'  ju  ^ij:  ;incci  Ksde  ker.  - 1  hsn 
nrd''    si^ia   iio.  siiof    aie    £Tiaa  s^bt   was   fiiBllv 
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manufacture,  is  it  hoc  f  Just  pass  your  finiren  along; 
its  l«ii]^lli.  The  very  perfection  of  Hexibility  and 
strength.  Did  you  ever  see  a  ihin^  bvlter  finislied  in 
your  life  ?  And  tlie  mouiitJiig — very  cliitste,  in  it 
not?" 

"  1  do  not  andentaiid  whips,"  aid  Lmly  Meldon. 
"  Well,  but  my  Lontcs  uiuicrsUuid  tbin,  wtiich  per- 
haps  is   more  to   the  purpose  after  all.      However, 
lie  tltere,   as  Fulconbridge  uid  lo  the  Archduke   of 
Austrin's  liead>  when  he  was  lired  of  carrying  it." 

And  this  time  the  whip,  redolent  of  autumn's  cooling 
rain,  was  laid  upon  (he  delicate  coucti  pillow  of  Berlin 
canvass,  whose  roses  took  their  lustre  fmm  tJie  richest 
of  floseli  silks,  and  whose  mimic  C^pc  jessamines, 
ghost-like  uiul  very  pole,  Tat»e<l  tlieir  beads  before 
Mr.  Manitfii'ld,  us  if  to  remind  liim  of  former  gins, 
liut,  alas  !  he  had  no  time  to  remember  past  ofTcnces, 
seeing  that  tic  was  always  occupied  in  committing 
new  oties. 

*'  1  have  no  formal  eongnitnlnliunH  to  offer,  1  be- 
lieve.  I  di<l  that  before :  never  offered  my  with 
greater  sincerity.  Very  odd,  lliougb,  tliat  Lord  lias- 
lingham  did  not  know  his  own  mind  at  Vienmu" 

This  was  looking  at  the  subject  from  a  point  of  view 

moat  purtteularly  (liiaufreeable  to  Lady  Meldon ;  and 

wiU>  an  air  of  mixed  chagrin  and  pride,  slie  answered : 

"  Allow  me  to  say,  it  is  possible  he  did  know  his 

own  mind.     I  always  had  my  ideas  on  that  heait." 

"  May  I  onk  what  ttitwe  idi-as  were?  However, 
when  a  man  knows  his  own  mind  io  the  end,  it  ci>me» 
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"  1  never  guew  wlmt  news  u,"  laid  L»dy  MeUon, 
provokedi  Brst  by  tlie  disciission  on  Lord  IlaslingliaiQ's 
cbaructcr,  mid  next  by  the  suspiciously  located  naeii- 
tton  of  Dc  Grey. 

"  Iliit  do  gucM  for  oncft— if  only  to  keep  mc 
quiet." 

Tlie  bribe  was  a  high  one,  and  Lady  Metdoii  re- 
plied— 

"  Sir  Hubeit  going  to  be  launied,  1  suppose,  as 
inarriiigctt  Keen)  to  l>e  all  tlic  ftuliioii  jiut  now." 

"  No — tiiry  huvf  not  got  ii  wife  rcudy  for  liim  yet; 
but  1  under»bLiid  somebody  kaa  promiKnl  to  do  so." 

"  Somebody  i     Wlio  i^  soinebocly  i" 

"  All !  tliU  Boinvbody  I  'Diere  lies  llie  secret. 
Gness  again." 

"  It  will  lie  ihere  a  long  time,  I  am  iifraid,"  aid 
L«dy  Mi-ldon.  "  I  told  you  gurssing  i»  tt  tiling  qui(« 
out  of  iny  Wiiy." 

"  I  am  Bslonislied  you  did  not  Uiink  tbc  somebody ! 
might  be  Dc  Grey." 

"  I  never  ihiiilc  of  Mr.  De  Urey  wlien  I  can  Iwlp 
It,"  taid  Lady  Meldoii. 

"  However,  it  is  not  hiui — I  will  tell  you  so  (at. 
Never  tlnnk  of  De  Grey  wlien  you  can  help  it  I  Now 
It  iippcars  there  are  others  who  cannot  help  tbtnktng 
of  him.  1  uni  very  good.  1  lun  Kur«,  ns  you  do  not 
like  tlic  uoubltt  of  guvftslng,  to  lead  you  on  in  tliis 
manner.     ])o  follow,  if  you  please." 

l)ut  it  did  not  please  Lady  Meldon  to  follow :  on 
[the  contrary,  she  turned  her  head  another  way,  and 
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On  the  contnury,  I  affirm  she  will  liail  the  »nni- 

rersaty  of  her  wedding  day  with  all  becoming  grali- 

ade." 

"  Wu  will  not  diipute  that  pointy"  replied   L«dy 

leldon,  "  for  1  imaf;'"^  *^<^  ^i')  ^'^  worried  to  death 

lere  the  anivtraary  come." 

"  I  hope  not,  I  am  sure,"  said  Mansfield,  "  m  my 
fitir  coiuin  Klcaiior  wonM  liave  to  put  on  mourning ; 
and  I  det<!«t  seeing  yoaiig  and  pretty  women  in 
mourntng.  1  always  Wg  Mnt.  Mansfield,  when  she  is 
^in  mourning,  to  ride  out  as  much  as  po^sibte,  thai  iho 
nuy  have  an  excuse  for  being  always  in  ber  liding- 
habiu" 

t"  Fray  may  I  a^k  what  you   mean,    Mr.  Mans- 
field ?' 
•'  About  the  riding-habit  ?" 
"  No — about  Eleanor  and  the  mourtiing." 
"  I  urn  so  happy  to  see  you  are  interested  nt  last," 
•aid  Man&field,  opening  an  album  tJiat  lay  before  him. 
H  '*  Very  pretty  tliis  indeed— but  there  is  «  Httle  fabe 
^  drawing  in  that  stag's  leg,  1  think.     Do  you  not  agree 

I  with  me  ?" 
"  I  never  examined  a  stag's  leg,  so  1  cannot  tel)," 
•aid  I^y  Mcldon. 
*  Well   tfaeit,  let  me  explain  to  you.     If  you  ob- 
isenre... ." 
"  Excuse  roe.     I  know  it  would  be  of  no  use  for 
me  to  observe.     It  is  not  likely  I  should  be  able  to 
comprehend  llie  proper  proporlions  of  a  stag's  leg." 
fes,  indeed  you  will,  if  yon  only  attend.     Why, 
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"  Good  Heaven !"  said  Lady  MelHon,  and  the 
actually  luraed  pale.  '*  To  Lord  llaslingliain's  s»ter  ? 
then  I  sliall  never  get  rid  of  him?" 

**  Exactly  wbat  I  have  been  tlitnking,"  rejoined 
ManftHeld. 

"  In  earnest  ?  No,  you  are  not  in  eamei>t  ?" 

"  Yes  but  I  am  tlioujjb — and  so  is  Lady  Julio — 
and  M  is  l>c  Grey." 

"  Imposublu  !  1  never  will  believe  it  Lord  Hns- 
lingliun  hates  liim  as  much  a»  I  do." 

**  My  dear  I^dy  Meldon,  ladies  should  never  talk 
of  batinf^  any  one :  so  1  heard  Mrs.  IV-rcivnl  say,  just 
before  she  left  Morniiigton." 

"  1  wUI)  to  heaven  Mrs.  Percival  bad  never  come 
to  Mornin^ton.  Tlii«  must  be  all  her  doing ;  I  am 
convinced  of  it" 

"  It  was  done  with  the  greatest  possible  ease,  witli* 
out  her,"  suid  Mansfield,  vrhistliiig. 

"  Al)M>lutely  ridieuloua.  On  reSeclion  I  aro  con- 
vinced you  iniiinl  be  in  error.  I^ord  Iliulingliam  con- 
tent to  such  a  marriage  ! — imj>o»ttible." 

"  Ad  1  am  not  a  penon  for  withholdinj;  the  truth," 
replied  Miin§field,  "  I  will  tell  you  honestly,  that  Lord 
U«slln^iam  did  not  at  first  altogether  approve  of  the 
marriage." 

**  Altugethor  approve !  be  must  have  been  nuul  if 
lie  had  done  so,"  uiid  Lady  Meldon.  "  I  wish  lie 
bad  been  down  here — 1  might  perhaps  have  been  the 
_I1MUM  of  preventing  (his  must  unsuitable  alliance." 

"  I  am  bappy,  then,"  wid  Maiwlield,  "  tluit  Lord 
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Larfy  Meldon  waa  perfectly  aware  of  thiR :  she  mut 
therefore  only  the  morr  (Iisp1ci»ctl  with  Mr.  MatiftfielH 
for  remtnding  hrr  of  thrm. 

"  OfccHirAC  it  it  out  of  the  question,  though  a  plea- 
nnt  tiling  enough,  and  occasionally  done  id  families, 
tliat  tlie  marriaj^es  of  Lord  Hoslitifj^Unm  nnd  Con- 
ingsby  should  cake  place  iit  the  sunm  time  and  pliice; 
there  might  be  a  mistake  mnit  at  the  alUir.  I  cannot 
help  thinking  of  the  dnys  of  country  (lance» — croMS 
liaiirfit  and  back  again.  Now  I  thought  I  should  make 
you  laugh.  What  waa  1  saying  when  I  went  off  to  the 
country  dances?  O — brother-in-law.  I  hope,  us  De 
Orey  will  thus  attain  the  enviable  honour  of  being  in  a 
(Ivgree  connected  with  you,  you  will  be  one  of  tlie  firtt 
to  witth  him  joy.  1  sluill  have  great  pleafliire  in  calling 
along  with  him  to-morrow,  when  he  can  give  yoa  all 
the  particulars  himself." 

"  He  had  better  get  the  rest  of  llic  county  to  wish 
hira  joy  fir»t,"  »aid  Lady  Meldoii ;  "  and  tlien  there  is 
a  chance  I  may  be  out  of  it ;  for  my  brother  iniiista 
that  the  marriage  oliall  take  place  at  Chalfont.  So  like 
him — and  I.ord  Meldon  never  intcrfcrcB." 

llie  Dean  certainly  did  insist  on  tJus  point.  He 
felt  that  a  sensation  of  embarrassment  to  all  parties 
might  be  produced  by  the  return,  under  the  present 
Gtrcumstanee*,  of  t^ennor  to  Temple  Bourne. 

"  The  very  idea  of  tieepiitg  a  night  in  London  at 
this  time  of  the  year,  distreSMS  roe  to  a  degree ;  but  I 
suppose  William  must  bsTO  bis  own  way,  as  usual. 
ThU  unacconntable  marriage  !    'I'he  more  1  think  of  iti 
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that  olie  I)<i9  not  livH  up  to  kcr  Income.     Of  course, 
in  the  end,  De  Gr^y  n-iU  fcri  the  benefit  of  ibis." 

"  An  end  tlint  Sir  Clmrle*  Morniiigton  did  not 
conU-mplulc  when  tJie  jointnre  was  arranged,"  nid 
Lady  Mt-lilon, 

"  Most  likely  not ;  but  lie  will  tiot  com;  out  of  his 
grave  to  protest  a^inst  it,  ynu  in»y  depend  upon  it. 
However,  I  iliil  not  explain  about  Ktr  Hubert. — You 
remember  (bat  pretty  place  of  Moiiklcigbt  left  so  un- 
expectedly to  Sir  Hdbcrl,  some  ycara  back,  by  a  dis- 
tant, a  very  di»t(tn(  reliiticm." 

"  Monkletgb  ?  You  do  not  mean  to  say  Sir  Hubert 
lifu  made  over  MonklelgU  to  Mr.  Ue  Grey  1'" 

"  I  do  mean  to  say  it, — And  now,  Lady  Meldoo, 
you  and  1  have  the  pleatinre  of  seeing  Mr.  De  Grey 
ffttoblisbed  a  regular  county  man  nt  once;  so  wc  sliall 
never  loite  sialic  of  liim." 

Tbi!)  was  more  ibaii  Lady  Meldon  could  bear. 
She  knew  perfectly  well  the  loeaU  of  Monkleigb, 
and  all  that  it  posscsvd  of  the  dcsiruble  nnd  tlie 
lipuuttful.  She  bad  looked  at  it  with  ono  eye,  and 
at  Kloitnor  with  llie  other,  when  arnmjrements  for  a 
puwible  future  bad  flitted  acroKs  her  mind.  J>c  Grey 
then  was  an  inevitable  fixture  on  her  nervous  system 
for  life — love  ami  land  botli  combined  to  make  him 
HO.  She  leaned  back  in  ber  despair — and  actiudly 
said  nothing. 

**  Now,  I  tliink  I  mufll  go,"  satd  Mr.  Manafield. 
■*  I  traiit  (o  tell  all  this  to  Mrs.  ^taIl>liel<l,  mid 
bear  what  she  nys  about  it.     Y'ou  undenttaiid  then, 
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